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\ Including the 
3 Hiſtory of ScoTLAND and IRELAND, 


15 | | So far as they have any Concern with the 


[5 Arraizs of ENGLAND. 


Collected from the moſt impartial Writers, and digeſted 
into the moſt eaſy and familiar Method; whereby may be ſeen 
the Connection one Period, or Reign, has with another: With 
proper Reflections through the Whole, tending to illuſtrate the 


Narration, and to fix the amiable Sentiments of Liberty in the 
Hearts of the Briti/h Nation. 
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— HE deſerved Elogies that have ſo often appeared in 
Ji Praiſe of the Science of Hiſtory in general, and of 
that Branch of it in particular, which relates to 

8 our native Country, as they need no Addition, are 

WK. too well known to be repeated. But it ſeems neceſſary 

that 1 ſhould ſay ſomething, by May of Preface, ta 

apologize for the preſent Undertaking, as the World 
has been thronged with Books of the ſame Deſign, both voluminous and 
abbreviated. As to the former Sort, many of them, ſetting aſide ſome 
little Attachment to Party, (an Error, which an Hiſtorian ſhould 
by all Means avoid, but, under certain Circumſtances, ſomewhat. 
excuſable) may really be ſaid to be excellent: But then they are either 
too pretix for the Peruſal, or too chargeable for the Purchaſe of the 

Bulk of the People of England. And were not this a ie Ob- 

jection, I imagine, à more conciſe and plain Narration of Facts, pro- 

perly connected, to be more generally uſeful, in ſome Meaſure to all, 
but more eſpecially to thoſe, 3 Sphere in Life renders a critical 

Knowledge of the moſt minute Circumſtances that have occurr*d not 

very neceſſary, nor indeed poſſible; whilſt the Method obſerved in 

Tratts of this Size is more ſuited bath to their Station and Capacity: 

And even to the more learned and better Fudge, a Work of this Na- 

ture, if well executed, muſt be very pleaſing ; as the Peruſal will re- 

vive his Reading, and make thoſe Things he has ſought with great 

Labour and Expence, till more freſh to his Mind; whilſt the cloſe 

Order of the Whole is an immediate Help to his Chronology. Of the 
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Iv. -; The PREFACE. 
ſhorter Hiſtories, I have obſerved, that too many are calculated to ſup- 
port ſome faugurite Syſtem of Politicks; whereas, if Partiality, in 
ſome Things, —— in the Compaſs of a large Volume, in a ſmall 
Piece *tis much too conſpicuous to be agreeable. Others, with ſome few 
Exceptions, are too tedious or too brief, have injudiciouſly dwelt long on 
what ſhould ſeem trifling, and too ſlightly paſſed over Matters of more 
general Concern, or greater Moment, have loaded the infant Piece 
with gigantick Declarations, Treaties, Speeches, &c. 457% they have 
dron'd through their Work, without any uſeful or inſtructive Senti- 
ment or Reflection, and with a Poverty of Stile and Diction that 
would ſcarce become a School-Boy : So that they are neither calculated 
for the Meridian of Youth, who ſhould never be entertained without 
being improved, nor for the Cogniſance of abler Heads. In the Piece 
Here preſent the Morld with, I have made it my principal Endeavour 
to avoid all Partiality, and juſtly to repreſent both the dark and light 
Szae of Affairs, and have ventured to intrude my own Sentiments 0 

Thmgs only in the Reflections which run through the Whole; and this 
with no Intent to bias any unexperienced Reader, but only to alleviate 
Subject, as nothing is leſs pleaſing than bare and dry Narration. 
The Order and Diviſion of the Mort, I believe, will pleaſe, and I 
bave endeavoured to ſet the obſcure Monkiſh Period in as clear a Light 
as poſſible, I have brought it down to the Death of the late King 
George I. Any Thing farther would be highly impertinent, as 
every one muſt judge of the fetter'd Condition of an Author, who 
writes of the Times he immediately lives in. To conclude, ¶ believe it 
Will be deemed a proper Book for the Peruſal of the Britiſh Youth, who 
will thereby diſcover the true State and Intereſt of their Country, and 
ambibe a thorough Veneration for its excellent Conſtitution; and, as J 
i before, it may not be thought unworthy the Eyes of the Fudicious, 
and a Place in their Collections, as a uſeful, if not neceſſary, Atten- 
ant of their more critical and extenſive Volumes, g 
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Page 34. Col. 1. line 32, 33. read, Tamworth, P. 67. Col. 2. I. 21. r. Langley. 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


HE Iſland of Great Bri. 
tain comprehends Eng- 
land on the South and 
I Scotland on the North, 
| which are parted from 
each other by the Ri- 
Sofway- Frith, and the 
or rather by the 


ver Tweed, 

Cheviot Hills ; 

. Taweed, and a Line drawn from it 
[70 


to the Solvay. The th Part 
began to bear the Name” of Eng- 
land in the Time of the Saxon Hep- 
tarchy, from the Angles, who came 
over with the Saxons; and as my 
Deſign in the following Sheets is to 


give a ſummary Account of the moſt 
remarkable Tranſactions in this Part 


of the Iſland, I ſhall meddle no far- 
ther with the Affairs of Scotland, 


than as they have a neceſſary Con- 


nexion with thoſe of England. 
But firſt it is proper to ſay ſome- 
thing of the litand in general, as to 


its Situation, Extent, antient Names 
and Inhabitants, with their Manners 
and Cuſtoms, as the Romans tound 
them; before whoſe Invaſion we have 
little or nothing certain of the BN. 
tiſb Affairs, tho a | great many-{trange 
Things are related by Mon 

thors, which have been generally re- 
jected as Fables by the beſt Writers. 


This Iſland, undoubtedly the moſt 


conſiderable in the World, accounted 
by the Antients the largeſt, and ge- 
nerally thought ſo ſtill, notwiths 


ſtanding what has been ſaid of Mas 


dagaſcer and Japan, is ſituate h- 
tween 49 55“ and 5835 of North 
Latitude, enjoying a healthful Aw 
and fruitful Soil, 33 with all 
the Neceſfaries and molt of the Con- 
veniencies of Life. It is bounded 
on the South by the EAA Chan- 
nel, which divides it from Nuance 
on the Eaſt by the German Sea, Iy- 
e ing 
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ſh Au- 


„ 


concerning 
Shier of which are theſe. 


- 


. 


ing between it and Flanders, Ger- 
many, and Denmark ; by the North 

Frozen Sea, on the North ; and 

St. George's Channel, the 57 
Sea, and Ocean, on the 
Weſt. Its gre Length from North 
to South 1s about 550 Miles. (of 
which Ezgland contains above 300) 
and its greateſt Breadth from Eaſt to 
Weſt about 300 Miles. 

The two moſt antient Names of 
this famous Iſland, that we know of, 
are Alten and Britain, concerning 


the Origin of which there are a 


great Variety of Opinions, and even 
peſt of them no more than un- 
LDConzectures. Some ſay it was 
calls 4/5/or from a certain Giant, 
Son of Neptune; but this is a mere 


- Fable. Others derive the Name from 


the Greet Word Alphon, which fig- 


t dbecauſe the Conſts ap. 


ar of that Colour, when ſeen at a 
Diſtance e. But the moſt probable O- 
oon 15, that it came from the 
Fhenican Word Albin, a high Mown- 
or Aber, which in the ſame 
Language fi>nifies Vite. There is 
gester Variety of Conjectures 
the Name Britain, the 
Some 
have thought it was fo call'd from 
rats, a Trojan Prince; but as the 


whole Story of his landing here, 
and of his Succeſſors, is by the moſt 


"Jadicious Writers accounted a groſs 


Fable, this Opinion is deſervedly re- 
ea. Sonner derives it from the 
Word Brydio or Rage, be- 
cauſe of the violent Motion of the 
Sea on the Coaſts. Camden and 
fome others, from Brith, fignifying 


in the Britiſb Tongue Voad, be- 


uſe the Briten, us d to ſtain their 
Bodies with that Plant. But againſt 
theſe it is objected, that this Iſland 
receiving the Name Britain from 


Foreigners, the Natives calling them- 
ſolved] 

bri, it is not likely. they ſhould take 
3 it from any Dru Word, but from 


not Britons, but Cumri or Cum- 


ſome Words in their own Language. 
The moſt probable Opinion there- 
fore is that of Bochart, who thinks 
that the Phanicians coming to buy 
Tin in the Iſland of Albion, gave it 
the Name of Baratanac, 15 is, 
the Land of Jin; which being by 
the Greeks, who afterwards traded 
fo this Iſland, ſoftened” into Britan- 
nia, paſs'd from them to the Ro- 
mans. To this I ſhall add an inge 
nious Conjecture of Le Clerc, who 
thinks that the Phæniciaus having 
bd the Streights, met with no 
flands in the Ocean comparable with 
theſe now call'd the Britiſb Iles, 
Which therefore by way of Emi- 
nence they call'd B»ithar, that is, 
Outer, or Iflands in the Outer-Sea, 
in Oppoſition to thoſe in the Medj- 
terranean, Which they call'd the 
Iuner- Sea: And from Brithan, Bri- 
tannia will naturally flow. N 
There is as great an Uncertainty 


in relation to the Origin, of the 
firſt Inhabitants of this Country. It 


is generally thought to have been 
firſt peopled by the Cz/tz or Gault, 
deſcended from Gomer, Son of Fa- 
phet. This the Name Cum, by 
which the Veh ſtill call themſelves, 
ſeems to favour. And indeed, the 
Nearneſs of Gaul to Britain, and 
the Affinity there was between both 
Nations with reſpect to Religion, 
Form of Government, Language, 


and Cuſtoms, make it probable that 


Britain was firſt peopled from Gaul. 
Tho', to be ſure, other Colonies 
might come over afterwards, from 
other Places, and at different Times. 
Be this as it will, the Phenicians 
are ſaid to have diſcover'd and tra- 
ded to this Iſland before the Trojan 
War, and the Gree4s 160 Years be- 
fore the Roman Invaſion. | 

We may be more certain with re- 
ſpect to the Manners, Cuſtoms, Re- 
ligion and Government of the anti- 


ent Britons, ſince they are mention'd 


by Ca: ſar and other Writers. 
N They 
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made, 
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Women 
the Me! 
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They were generally tall, well- 
W 3 a tr & and hardy n- 
ſtitution, and yellow-hair'd. The 
Women were fair and tiful, and 
the Men wore their 
their Head and 2 Lip. They 
went moſtly naked, but wore Iron 
Rings about their Necks and Waiſts; 
and on the Southern Coaſt they, co- 
ver'd themſelves with the Skins of 


Wind Beaſts. They us'd to pain: their 


Bodies with V vad, making Inciſions 
in them in the Shape 6f Flowers, 
Trees, and Animals, and ſtaining 
them with the Juice of that Herb, 
which render'd them of a durable 


= Sky-colour. Their Habitations were 


in the Middle . of large Woods, 
where having fell'd the Trees and 
clear'd the Ground, they built them- 
ſelves a Sort of ſlight Huts, which 
they cover'd with Skins, Boughs, 
Turf, or Reed; and here they had 
alſo Folds for their Cattle. The A- 
venues were defended with the Trees 
they had cut down thrown over: 
thwart each other, and with flight 
Ramparts of Earth. And theſe were 
all the, Towns they had, except on 
the Coaſts, where the, Inhabitants 
were more civilized by Commerce 
and Intercourſe with other Nations, 
eſpecially the Gaxz/s, who had long 
before been civiliz d by the Romans: 
Tho' we ſhall here obſerve, that their 
Traffick was but mean, their chief 
Merchandize being Tin, the reſt Tri- 
fles of Glaſs, Ivory, Amber, and 
ſuch like. Their ordinary Food was 
Fleſh got by Hunting, Fruits and 
Milk, of which however they had 
not the Art of making Cheeſe ; and, 
for the Honour of our Malt Liquors, 
their uſual Drink was made of Bar- 
ley: They religiouſly abſtain'd from 
Hen and Gooſe, tho' they bred ſome 
of theſe Creatures for their Pleaſure ; 
and likewiſe from Fiſh, tho there 
were plenty of them in their Seas 
and Rivers. In Times of Neceſſity; 
"tis ſaid, they could Eve upon Barks 


ir long upon 


% 


and Roots of Trees. Tho” the Man- 
ners and Cuſtoms of the Britains 
were generally the ſame with the 


Gauls, from who came, and 
with whom they ponded, yer 
they had one Cu which ſeems 


: 


. to themſelves, and that Was, 
or ten or twelve Brothers, Relations 
or Friends to live together andhave 
their Wives in common. 
tom continu'd long amon 
even after they 
f much civiliz'd by the & 


them, 


/oncerning which we have the 


lowing Story: That a Brig 
being upbraided with it at Cf 
Julia, Scverus's Empreſs, as anni 
mous Practice, 


aVes. 


The Britons were a brave, bald 


and daring People... Cefar highly. © 


commends their Valour in War 
which they were inur'd 1 the fre- 
qo Quarrels among 

heir Arms were ſmall Shields, Me 
Swords, and ſhort Spears. e 
commonly fought in Chanots, mth 
ſhort Sythes faſten'd to the Ends of 
the Axle-Trees, which driving ri 
ouſly into the Midſt of their Ener 
mies, they made terrible Heck, 
at the ſame Time flinging "their 


Darts. As they were couragious and; 


undaunted, and hardy in en 
Hunger, Cold, or any Fatignes, 16 
they had no ſmall Skill in War, of 
ten taking Advantage by Stratagem, 
Ambuſh, or ſudden Attacks, and 


fighting in ſmall Parties; fo as al; 


ways to keep a good Reſerve behind, 


The Britons were groſs Idolaters, 
and had many barbarous Cuſtoms in 
their Religion. They worſhipp'd Dzs 


This Cu- 


were in other ge 


briſkly reply" , 
ao that publickly with the h ef 
Men, which you do privately at 
the worſt of yours, Freedmen and 1 


* = 


emlelyes.. 


and Samethcs, as the GCauls did, and 


had a 


great Veneration for Atte, 


the Goddeſs of Victory, t Rom Al 


they ſacrificed their Captives in War. 
Human Sacrifices were allo practis d 


E 2 by 


= 
ory 


The INTRODUCTION. 


dem on other great Emergencies, from Heaven ; but moſt, of their ge, and ( 

and they were very nice and exact in or Rules relate to their 5 7 Or $omerſe 
oblerving the Poſture of the Body and tion, and among the reſt, that MHH... Bird.” 
the Entrails he Man ſo offer'd, toe muſt bg cut with a golden ill. þ 2 0 7. 

in order t future Events. The br ice Wy a well as the Gay/s, 7 1 hire 1 

They had a had a Sort of Thiferior Prieſts, call'd MF 57,2} 
Dru, from Bards, whoſe Office was to compoſe © 


bu ag < ſig Songs and ſing them to the I ee 
24.4 | in Praiſe of their Heroes and great 9 and Mia! 
their Afſemblics in Groves of Oat, Men: Whence Poets are even now 


| We * 
bad a moſt ſacred Regard to the 5 Buffolk, 
to growing on thoſe Trees. 


amongſt us ſometimes call'd Bards. 
A third Sort of Prieſts the Britons 


= Huntinton 


een were the Directors in all had, call'd Fabates, , who chiefly 2 paves" 
Matters, and had the Ma- ſtudied Philoſophy and the Works "of thampton 


——_—ment of all Sacrifices, and the 
SSC paid them ſuch an implicit 
eration, that their Authority was 


Nee derives its Origin fire. 


— = 4 * 

my — 

N * * * 

1 * Py » : od 
FS * * 


of Nature. 
The Britons, like the Gaul, and 
indeed moſt Nations in the firſt Ages 


fire 


4, The Danmonu, of Devon- 


4 ; 7 Warteſter, 
= /hire anc 


ehe. They were of the World, and like the Aner-. J, yp 
ich the Education of the cars at this Day, were divided into 14 The 
Sort, and were Judges in all a great many petty States, each hav- loud ah 
REA. No Malefactor could ing its proper Head or Leader. Cz- 15. Th 
beach without their Con- /r reckons no leſs than four of 2 
and they excluded all from the theſe petty Princes in the (mall Com- 
ences who did not comply with paſs of Kent. Theſe Principalities 
er: This made them very or States, having no Dependence on 
ee, the Perſons ſo excommu- each other, any farther than they were 
being deem'd infamous, and compell'd by Neceſſity, had frequent * L 
robe avoided By all. In this Point Wars among themſelves, as was be- h 
iin Clergy have too much fore obſerved ; but in Times of com- : Ph 
—prFa after theſe heathen Prieſts. mon Danger, one of their Princes 1 
aa Sort of Primate or ſove- was choſen chief Commander by h h 4 
bonticf, and when one died an- common Conſent of all the States, £ ft 
cbboſen in his Room, but whoſe Power was limited, as well Jo * 
ot without Broils and as the Time of his Adminiſtration. RON, 
een. They had once a Year Thus Ca/ibelarms, King or Chief of 8 © 
= general Aſlembly in the Midſt of the 7rinobantes,* was choſen to com- Bus a 
V where was the ſame Order of mand their Army upon Julius Caſar“s 2823 
ad indeed it is chictly by the Invaſion; and Caractacus, King of Diccos 
chat is given of the Cauliſb the Silures, was made General in the 8 oth 
Pray, that we judge of thoſe of Lime of Claudius. Chriſt. 
bey committed none of As Britain was thus divided into * 
her Dogma's or Maxims to Wri- many petty Governments, fo the In- — — 
Sing ebut convey'd them by Tradi- habitants were diſtinguiſhed by va- Tre 
mom and always taught their Diſci- rious Names, of which we find ſe- Da k 
Heart. One of their chief venteen in that Part of Britain now h % 
eas, That the Soul is im- call'd England and Wales: Which ROM 
er after Death it paſſes are as follows, 1. The Cant, In- * 1 
77; . Heulen; Which. 3 habitants of the preſent County of 2 
beach, added very much Ac. 2. The Regni, of Suſſex and > . 
mer Courage. "They alſo taught, Syrrcy. 3. The Durotriges, of Dorſet- Wich 


by the 
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Radmr/hire, Brecknotfhire,! A e ky 
morg anſeirt, 4 
ntgomeryſbiyes- 


mouthſhire and Glams 
The Ordewices, - of 
Merionethfhire,Cae 
ſpire and Denbigh/ht 
met, Inhabitants 0 Derma 
ſhire, Pembrokeſhire and Cardigan 
ſhire. Theſe were the Diviſion 
this the State of this Part of Britals, 
when Cæſar invaded it. I now, Pro- 
ceed to give ſome Account of that 
Invaſion, and of the State of Bas. 
tain under the Romans, And here 
it is that our Hiſtory properly begins 
no Authors before this Time having 
given any Account of the rn 
Affairs, and what has been faid by 
ſome Writers fince, of the Tranſae 
tions in Britain before the Rama. 
Invaſion, being mere Fable and woe 
mance. 


tre; Fliut- 


——_— 


Ire. 
Y 7 2 7. The Debuni, of Gleuce/" 
3 * = terſhire and Oxfordhbire. 8. The 
« | Xx Catticuchlani, of Warwick/ſh:re, Buck. 
2 inghamſhire and Bedfordſhire. q. The 
P» XX Trinobantes, of Hertfordhire, Ei 
and Middleſex. ro. The Ten, of 
5 "= Suffolk, Norfolk, Cambridgeſbire and 
f 1 Huntintonſhire. 11. The Coritani, of 
= X Lincolnſhire, Leiceſtenſbire, Rutland, 
)VJ XX Darbyhire, Nottingham/hire and Nor- 
* = thampton/hire. 12. The Cornavwn, of 
q . orteſter/ſhe, ee Shrop- 

7 K. ſhire and Cheſhire. The Bri- 

* 1 gantes, of York/ſvire, 3 Dur- 
2 * ham, Weſtmorland and Cumberland. 
Y $ 14. The Ottadini, of Northumber- 
5 land and four Counties in Scotland. 
- | C1 15. The 8 tures „of Herefordfvire, 
- 8 2 
's 
n 
2 
; ULIUS cæſar having ſubdu'd 
" the Gauls, began now to turn 
, his Thoughts towards Britain, from 
„ a Deſire of adding to the Glory 

he had acquir'd by his many Con- 
1 queſts, and of enlarging the Bounds 

of the already widely extended Em- 
F pire of the Romans. His Pretence 
was, that the Britons had aſſiſted his 
Enemies in Gaul. However that be, 
having ſent ſome before him to make 
4 Diſcoveries, the latter End of the 


Summer, about 64 Vears before 
Chriſt, he ſet Sail from Bulloign with 
two Legions on board fourſcore Ships, 
leaving Orders for the Horſe to fol- 

low in eighteen more. The next 
Day ke arriv'd on the Coaſt, where 
he ſaw the Hills and Cliffs that run 
out into the Sea cover'd with Br:- 


9 ks i 


his Deſign from the Merchants, and 
came prepar'd to oppoſe his landing, 
which they did fo effectually at firit, 


tent, who before had Intelligence of 


by their Darts, that he was oblig' d 


Of the Romans iu Britain. 


to ſeek out for a more convenient 
Place. Accordingly he ſall'd along 
the Coaſt 3 

to an Anchor where the Country was 
open and level. 
ing his Motions, ſent their Chariots 
and Horſemen before, which were. 
follow'd by all the Foot. 
Ships were too large 


Deal, and cams 
The Britons watch⸗- 
Caeſar's 


to come near. 
enough the Shore, and the Ra 3 


The Di- 4 


= 
2 — 
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could not land without leaping inte 


the Water, which they at laſt did, : 


being animated by an Enſign of one 


of the Legions, who led the Ways 
with the Colours in his Hand. "The 
Britons however ſtood their Ground, 


till Cz/ar by the Means of ſome arm 


ed Sloops made them fall back a lit- 


tle. The Romans at length with much” Fi 


Difliculty being got upon dry Ground, 


preſs'd the Enemy ſo vigorouſly that | 


they put them to Flight: Bu 


durſt not purſue them, becauſe the 4 


Horſe were not yet axriv' d, havin 
met with a great Se WH yy 
B 3 


” 


them back again to the Ports of 
—_—. - 


be Britons now dreading the 


Valour olution of the Ro- 
© mans, ſent adors to Cæſar to 
fue for Pei Which he ted 


upon their delivering ſome Hoſtages 
and promiſing to ſend more. This 
Feace being concluded four Days 
after the Romans landed, ſome of 
Princes came and ſubmitted them- 
Ives to Cæſar. But ſeveral Diſaſters 
ling the Romans, their Ships be- 
ng Thatter'd in the Storm, the Ca- 


not arriv'd, and being likewiſe 


Want of Proviſions, the States 
that had ſubmitted ſoon revolted, 
vand farr'd up the reſt of their Coun- 
| en to endeavour to rid the 
Land of their Enemies. They ac- 
gorgingly fell upon one of the Le- 
ans as they were foraging, kill'd 
yeral, and were ſurrounding the 
reſt with their Chariots, when Ge ar 
came to their Relief, brought them 
of, and retir'd to the Camp. The 
Britons reſolv'd to attack them there; 
but Cz/ar foreſeeing it, gave them 
fo warm a Reception, that they were 
foon forc'd to This ſo diſcou- 
 Tag'd them, that they immediately 
ſent Ambaſſadors to treat of Peace, 
which Cæſar a to, upon their 
miſing to fend after kim into 
au}, whither he ſoon after retir'd 
t winter, double the Number of 
Hoſtages he had demanded before. 
Thus ended Cz/ar*s firſt Expedition, 
in which, notwithſtanding his own 
Account, of which I have given the 
Subſtance, he may be ſaid rather to 
have ſhewn the Ifland to the Ro- 
mans, than ſubdu'd it. | | 
The Britons not ſending their 
Stages as they had agreed, Cæſar 
folv*d to give them another Viſit 
in the Spring; which he did, with 
five Egcions and two thouſand Horſe, 
landing at a Place he had mark'd 
the Year before, without any Op- 
polition, the Britons having retir d 


- 
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farther prada Cami Having 
fortify '4 his. Camp, he went in 
of the Enemy, e 


bout twelve Miles off poſted on the 
Banks of a River, thought to be the 
Stoaur in Kent, in order to difpute 
his Paſſage ; but they were ſoon 
made to give Way, and retir'd into 
a Wood block'd up with large Trees 
laid acroſs one another, where they 
were notwithſtanding attack d, and 
put to Flight. The next Day he 
went in Purſuit of them, and had 
not march'd far before he was in- 
form'd, that their Forceswere much 
increas'd under Caffibelanus, King of 
the Trinobantes, whom the Britons 
in this Exigency had choſen their 
Commander in Chief, tho' before 
there had been continual Wars be- 
tween him and the neighbourin 

States. In the firſt Skirmiſh, which 
happen'd whilſt the Romans were on 
their March, the Britons were re- 
puls'd ; in two others they had ma- 
nifeſtly the Advantage of the Ro- 
mans. At laſt Cæſar ſending out 
the Horſe to forage, with three Le- 
giona to guard them, the Britons fell 
uriouſly upon the Foragers ; but the 
Reſiſtancg nade by the 3 — gave 
* Tie to advance with the 
reſt of the Army, ſo that a great 
Battle enſu'd, wherein the Brztors 
were entirely defeated. Upon this 
he reſolves to penetrate into Cafibe- 
lanus's Territories, and paſſes the 
Thames in ſpite of the Enemy who, 
were poſted on the oppoſite Bank, 
and had drove ſharp Stakes into that 
Part of the River, ſuppos'd by ſome 
to be at Cowny-Stakes near Chert/cy 
in Surrey; tho' others think the 
Ford where the Romans paſs'd the 
Thames was near King ſton. Be this 
as it will, the Britons were attack'd 
with ſuch Reſolution, that they were 
forc'd to quit their Poſt ; and ſoon 
after the Trinobantes ſubmitted to 
Cz/ar, deſiring him to take into his 


Protection their King Mandubratius, 


who 
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Caffiber 


iving him of his Dominions. Se- 
veral other States followed the Ex- 


F ample of the Trinobantes ; and now 
XX Caſor reſolved to attack Caſſibela- 
X mu's Capital City, fuppos'd to be 
XZ Perulam, near the preſent St. Albans, 
wich he did with 

the Enemy — to Flight, and 


great Succeſs, 
in and taken. A- 


* t Numbers 
i — the ſame Time the Kentiſpmen 


under their four Princes attack d the 
Roman Camp, but were repuls'd with 
great Slaughter, and Cingetorix, one 
of their Princes, taken Priſoner. 
Theſe frequent Defeats, together 
with the Revolt of his Subjects and 
other States, forc'd Caſſibelanus to 
ſue for Peace, which he obtain'd 
upon Condition that the Britons 
ſhould pay the Romans an annual 
Tribute; after which, Cæſar having 
receiv'd the Hoſtages agreed upon, 
embark'd and return'd to Gaul; the 
Situation of his Affairs, as is gene- 
rally believ'd, notwithſtanding his 
own Account, obliging him ave 
a xr as yet far from being con- 

uer'd. 

The Civil Wars in an fb 
after Cæſars Death, me it im- 


* for the Romans to think of 
ritain, and ſo the Tribute was not 
paid, nor perhaps demanded for 
twenty Years; and when Augu/tus 


threatned to compel the Payment of 


it, he was either diverted by new 


Troubles in the Empire, or the Bri- 
tens found Means to pacify him, 
In ſhort, after uliut Cz/ar's ſecond 
Invaſion, which ſome very impro- 


rly call a Conqueſt, the Britons 
prefervd their Liberty above ninety 
Years ; their real Subjection to the 
Romans not commencing till the 
Reign of Claudius, about 43 Years 
after the Birth of Chriſt. This Em- 

ror having ſent Plautius over be- 
ore him to begin the Work, which 
he did with great Succeſs, followed 


* The Romans h Britain. 
Cho had fled into Gan- 
umu murdering his Father, and de- 


— ——ů —— — -4 —— — — — ILL 


him ſoon after, put himſelf at the 
Head of his Troops, forc'd the Bri- 
tons to come to a Battle, and entire- 
ly routed them. AM this he ad- 
vanc'd to Camel ] Malden, ' 
or as others will Hit, Colcheſter | 
in Rhe, where he met with little 
Reſiſtance, and puſhing his Con- 
queſts, ſubdued ſome of the neigh- 
bouring States. As Claudius acquir'd 
great Fame by theſe Succeſſes, he 
was no leſs remarkable for his Mo- 
deration. The conquer'd Britons, 
ſenſible of his Generoſity in leaving 
them the Poſſeſſion of their Goods 
erected a Temple to him and paid 
him divine Honours. After this ſue- 
ceſsful Expedition, he return d to. 
Rome, leaving Plautius Governor of 
Britain, who carried on the Con- 
queſts in Conjunction with Fe/paftan, 
who fought the Byitons in thirty Bat 
tles, ſubdu'd two powerful Nations, 
and conqner'd the /e of Wik. 
Plautius being at length recal&d, 
was ſucceeded by Ofterins Scapula 
who made Camelodunum à Military 
Colony. About the ſame Time Zone 
don was ae a Trading Colony, 
and that Part of Britain lying bee 
tween the Sca and the Thames, was Mi 
reduced to the Form of a Province, 
and call'd Britannia Prima. 

After this, Oflorius having quell & 
ſeveral Inſurrections, N the 
Britons under Caractacus, Ring of 7 
the Silures, a brave and experienc'd 
General, whom the Nations in Alli⸗ 
ance with the Silures had choſen 
Commander in Chief, and after 
an ohſtinate Fight totally routed 
them. The brave Caractacus flying 
for Protection to the Queen of the 
Brigantes, was by her deliver'd up 
to the Romans, after having com- 
manded the confederate Army of 
the Britons, with great Bravery and 
various Succeſs, for the Spage "at 
nine Years. 3 

Suetonius Paulinus being ſent over 
to Britain in the Reign of N, 


r 
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aſter, an Affair of much greater Con- 
ſequence engag' d his Attention. Boa- 
dlicea, Widow 

the lceni, ha been greatly pro- 
E.. Yok'd by ſome Indignities offer d to 
her and her Family by the Romans, 
animated her Countrymen to a Re- 
E volt, which the Violence and In- 

Juſtice of the Emperor's Officers, 
and the grievous Impoſitions that 
were laid upon them, had already 
prepar'd them for. Accordingly the 
whole Ifland was poſſeſs'd with a 
Sparit of Revolt, which quickly 
broke out, and Boadicea, a Woman 
noble Stature and heroick Cou- 
mage, headed the Revolters, who in 
the Abſence of the General, fell fu- 
ahh upon the Romans, diſpers'd in 
their Colonies, and maſſacred them 
wathout Diſtinction of Age or Sex, 
chat 80,000 are computed to have 
ed. Paulinus being inform'd 
eiii ſudden Revolution, quits the 


ea to march againſt the 


lied Britons, who had now an 
of 100,000 Men, ard were 


* 


= marching to engage Pæullnis, who 
great Straits, his Army being 
oo ſtrong. However, he 
e up by Conduct what he want- 
Numbers. He pitch'd upon 
io Piece of Ground for the 
eld of Battle, with a Foreſt be- 
tat ſecur'd him from Ambul- 
che Rear, the Britons being 
encamp'd on a large Plain before, 
Saving brought out their Wives and 
Maren in Waggons to be Wit- 
netes of their Victory, of which 
they thought themſelves ſure. But 
wither” great Diſappointment and 
Confulion, the Romans attack'd them 
with ct#Bravery and Firmneſs, that 
© atera bloody Battle, they were en- 
eeited ard put to Flight; 
m Rerurn the Ronan Sol- 
pa neither Age nor Sex, but 


lacrihee-to their. Revenge the Wo- 


* e Ron ans i Britain. 
Dom, 58, conquer'd the Iſle of 
I Mora, now call'd Angliſca; but ſoon 


Praſatugus King of 


engaged 


men and Children, and even the ver 
Horſes. In this Battle Tacitus af. 
ſures us, 80,000 Britons were ſlain, 
with the Loſs only of 400 Romans, 
and as many wounded. Boadicea 
eſcap'd the Conqueror's Hands, but 
thro* Grief and Shame ended her 
Days by Poiſon. 


The Britons were by this Defeat 


reduc'd to ſo miſerable a Condition, 
that the Romans, who a little after 
receiv'd a large Reinforcement from 
Germany, Would in all Probability 
have ſoon compleated the Conqueſt 
of the Iſland, if Diſſenſions had not 
aroſe among themſelves. This, to- 
gether with the Confuſions that hap- 
pen'd in the Empire, gave the Br 
tons ſome Reſpite, ſo that very little 


of Importance was tranſacted till to- 


wards the End of Veſpaſian's Reign, 
A. D. 78. when Julius Agricola, a 
brave and prudent Commander, was 
ſent into Britain, who in ſeveral 
Campaigns gain'd great Advantages 
over the Enemy, proceeding farther 
and farther towards the Northern 
Parts of the Iſland, conquering as he 
went, and building Forts and plantin 
Gariſons to ſecure his Conqueſts ; till 
in his ſeventh and laſt Campaign he 
Britiſh General Galga- 
cus near the Grampian Mountain, 
and entirely - defeated him, killing 
10,000 Britons in the Action, with 
the Loſs of no more than about 300 
Romans. This gave the finiſhing, 
Stroke to the Liberty of Brituin ; 
for now all that Part of the Iſland 
lying South of the two Fits of 
Glata and Bedotria, now call'd Dur- 
britton and Edinburgh, was reduc'd 
to a Roman Province. 

To make ſome amends for the 
Lols of their Liberty, if any Thing 
can be ſuppos'd to da that, the Br:- 
tons now began to be much civiliz'd. 
They laid aſide in great Meaſure 
their ſormer rude and ſavage Ways, 
and imitated the politer Manner: of 
their Conquerors. Arts and Scicnces 


began 


laid upor 
taken fro 
1 de Veterans, 


ſeem 1 
Hifſto! 
doni a- 
Roma 


eean to flouriſh, and many ble 
V:ructures were raiſed. The iti 


Areſs after the 
amt; and in ſhort, as Tacitus o 
Nerves, eſteem thoſe Things as Mark 2 alter eee 

wiortfern Pegple ſoon renews 
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Mo obles pride themſelves in {peaki 
e, and affe 
anner of the 
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pt Politeneſs, which were only Badges 


of their Slavery. For under all theſe 


ine Trappings they were no better 


than Slaves; exorbitant Taxes were 
laid upon them, their Eſtates were 
taken from them and given to the 
Veterans, that were continually com- 


to ſettle here; and the Flower 


in 
nl of their Youth were made Soldiers, 
and diſpers'd in the other Provinces 
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of the Empire. 
From this Time to the firſt Vear 


of the Emperor Adrian, we have 


but a ſlender Account of what paſs'd 
in Britain. The Inhabitants who 
were ſubje& to the Romans ſeem for 
the moſt part to have been quiet un- 
der their Servitude, and thoſe of the 
North to have enjoy'd their Liberty 
in Peace, without giving any Diſ- 
turbance to their Neighbours. But 
now (about the Year 117) theſe Peo- 
ple, a Mixture, as ſuppoſed, of Pic. 
(who ſome think were only the 
antient North Britons, and call'd 
Pic from their ſtill painting their 
apes) Scots who came originally 
from Ireland, and Britons who fled 
from the Roman Invaſion, all which 
ſeem to be confounded by the Roman 
Hiſtorians under the Name of Cale- 
donians, made an Irruption into the 
Roman Province, after having demo- 
lIiſh'd ſome of Agricola's Fortreſſes. 
This brought Adrian into Britain, 
upon the — of whoſe Arrival 
the Enemy retir'd to the North, and 
Adrian thinking it not adviſeable to 
purſue them, left the Caledonian; all 
the Country between the two Friths 
and the Tine, in Hopes by thus en- 
larging thcir Bounds, to keep them 
quiet: But at the ſame, Time, to ſe- 
cure the Subjects of the Empire 


The Ro AU Britain. 


4 Miles in Leng 


northern Invaders in the Rei 


et erden, he cauſed 4 
nge Barth to wn up, 
coverd-with Fi - from the Mouth 
ofthe Net to &. ay-Frith, eighty 


quite acroſs the Counwys* Fa 
Po , theſe 

their 
Ravages; and in theeeign:s Anto- 
vin. Pius A. D138. deſtrey d the 


Rampart in 9 po 
this he orders Lol ch 54 
and quell them̃, WRO having/forc' 1 


them to retire, rais'd"another Ran s 
part on the Neck of Land betwert-g 3 
the two Friths, where Agricola hat” 
formerly built his Fortreſſes, ant- 
ſo confin'd them within narrow 

Bounds. But they remain'd quiet 
no longer than tilf they had an Op- 
portunity to begin their Incurſtons 
again, to which they were greatl 

encourag'd by the Want of Diſci- 
pline in the Roman Army, which 
now thro' their enjoying ſeveral 
Years Peace began to prevail @- 
mongſt them. Calpburnius Agricola” 
ſuppreſs'd the Inſolence of theſe 
of 
cel. 


Marcus Aurelius; as Ulpins N 
lus did under Commodus, 

I ſhall obſerve here, that the R. 
mans permitted the Britons to have 
Kings of their own, being fond of 
having ſuch for their Subjects ; and 
that about this Time one of them, 
named Lucius, is ſaid to have em 
brac'd the Chriſtian Religion, Which 
had before obtain'd ſome Footing in 
this Iſland. But the Accounts of 
theſe Things are mix'd with a great 
deal of Fable. 

In the Reign of Severus, A. D. 
205. the Caledoniaus 'renew'd their 
Incurſions, and made ſuch Progrel% 
that the Emperor refoly'd to go in 
Perſon againſt them: Accordingly 
he ſet out for Britain with a nu- 
merous Army, and with infinite Toil _ 
penetrated to the utmoſt Bounds of 
the North, cutting down Woods, 


draining 
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10 
draining Bogs, or filling them with 
— notwithſtanding all Dif- 
Feulties fubdu'd this fierce and hi- 
therto-unconquer'd People. In this 
Expedition fs loſt no leſs than 
o, ooo Men: But as he could not 
— the Country in Subjection with- 
gut a great Army always on the 
Spot, he relinquiſh'd his Conqueſts, 
and contented himſelf with dividin 
be Iſland into two Parts by a Wall, 
the Place where Adrian threw up 
8 Rampart. This Wall was of 
reeſtone, and was call'd by the 
Rent Britons Murſever, i. e. Se- 
was's Wall, and by the Ergl/ih 
hid Wall, becauſe it parted the 
is from the Britons. The Remains 
it may ſtill be trac'd for above 
Miles: There were Caſtles and 
Turrets it at proper Diſtances. 
The . Soldiers were em- 
oy*d in building it. A ſtupendous 
ork! which ſhews the ſurprizing 
Art, and indefatigable Induſtry of 
the Roman! Severus, after this, end- 
Q his Days at Yor. 

I have now given an Account of 
the chief Tranſactions of the Ro- 
mans in Britain, and ſhall be more 
brief in what remains, as the Ac- 
counts from this Time are indeed 


dut mort, and for the moſt con- 
us d and lex'd; and to tell 
"barely the Names of all the Em- 


perars that reign'd, or all the Go- 
vernors of Britain, whilſt it was un- 
der the Dominion of the Romans, is 
very little to the Purpoſe; or to 
mention any Thing relating to the 
Emperors, wherein Britain was not 
'concern'd. The Emperor Probus ſent 
aver great Numbers of Yanda/s and 
Burgundians into Britain, who were 
of great Uſe in quelling Inſurrec- 
tons. This was about the Year 
276. In the Beginning of Dioc/e-+ 
Hans Reign, Anno 285, Caraufrus 
with a Fleet under his Command 
= Sfcour'd the Seas of the piratical 
Fran, and Saxons, who infeſted the 
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Belgick, Armorican and Briti/þ Coaſts 
and afterwards coming into Britain, 
aſſum'd the Title of 7 there 
as ſeveral other Roman Commanders 
in Britain did after him, tho* they 
generally prov!d unfortunate. | 

The Emperor Conflantins, about 
the Year 307, came over into Bri- 
tain to quell ſome Commotions, and 
died at York, as he was going upon 
an Expedition againſt the northern 
People, now call'd Deucaledoniant 
and FYe#urions, His Son and Suc- 
ceſſor Conſtantine, ſome think, was 
born in Britain: During whoſe Reign 
the Ifland enjoy'd a perfect Tran- 

uillity ; and as he was the firſt 

hriſtian Emperor, he granted the 
Liberty of profeſſing that Religion 
throughout the Empire, which the 
Britons of conſequence enjoy d. He 
divided the Empire into four Præ- 
fedlures, Britain being ſubject to the 
Pra fect of Gaul, and govern'd by a 
Vicar or Deputy under him. This 
Emperor alſo divided Britain, ſa 
much of it as was under the Romans, 
into three Provinces, vis. Britannia 
Prima, containing all South of the 
Thames, the Capital London ; Britan- 
nia Secunda, all Weſt of the Sewern 
to the ih Sea, now call'd Valet, 
the Capital a, or Caerleon ; ang 
Maxima Czſarienſis, containing alt 
Northward of the Thames and Eaft- 
ward of the Severn, the Capital Yor. 
This laſt was afterwards ſubdivided 
mto two Parts, the ſouthern Part re- 
taining the old Name of Maxima 
Ce/arienfis, and the northern being 
call'd Flawia Czſarienſis. 

The next Thing remarkable was 
under Valentinian J. An. 364, when 
the Iſland being wretchedly harraſs'd 
by the joint Attacks of the P:&s, 
Scots, Attacots (which ſome think 


were the wild and mountainous Bei- 


tom and Saxons, Theodoſius, Father 
of the firſt Emperor of that Name, 

was ſent to command in Britain, 
who, dividing his Army into three 


% 
R 
8 
8 
* 


Bodies, 


1 R 4 N n . 1 . we 1 — 
— 6.1/6 rt 


3 
41 * 
. 
* 
9 


8 


4 - : 4 =, 
Re 


0 w# p 2 \ & — 8 
5 . "a. a , e — Re 
RIF” we WS | Jos 


Valenti: 


Having 
Work, 
London, 


and ga 


In t 


* ſent int 


of 
under 
being 
ciating 
the En 


Purple 
to OP] 


RSS Sn . s 


e 


— 


4 's * 
86 
. 


ies, defeated the Enemies diſ- 


* per d in the Iſland in ſeveral En- 
counters, and at laſt drove them out 
il Of the Romer Province, and even 


yond the two Friths, where he 
ilt Fortreſſes to keep them at a 

'Diſtance ; and thus he en- 
dA the Reman Territories, by a 


"*X conſiderable Tract of Land, which 
XX he made a fifth Province, calling it 
XX /alentia, in Honour of Valentinian. 


Having thus happily finiſh'd his 
Work, he return d in Triumph to 
London, repair d and beautify d it, 


and gave it the Name of Auguſta. 


In the next Reign, Maximus was 
ſent into Britain, who form'd a De- 


X fign of reducing the whole Iſland 
under the Roman juriſdiction; but 
being diſguſted at Gratian's aſſo- 
Gauting 7Feodyfus the Younger in 


the Empire, thinking himſelt more 
3 he aſſum'd the Imperial 
Purple, and quitted Britain in order 
to oppoſe Gratian, leading almoſt 
all the Roman Forces into Gaul, 
with a large Body of ſuch Britons 
as were fit to bear Arms. This ex- 
ceedingly weaken'd the Province, 
and expos'd it to every Attack. 
Tho' Maximus caus'd Gratian to 
be aſſaſſinated, and dethron'd Va- 
lentinian II. who was joint Empe- 
ror, yet he was afterwards defeated 


and put to Death by Theodo/ius, who 


at laſt remain'd ſole Maſter of the 
Empire, and during his Reign the 
Pia: liv'd peaceably without moleſt- 
ing the Britons. 

But after his Death, An. 393, the 
Scots from Ireland, and the Pits and 
Scots from the North, again invaded 
the Reman Province, and the Saxon 
Pirates exceedingly infeſted the Coaſts. 
The Pid's and Scots having taken the 
Fortreſſes built by THeodpſius, advanc'd 
to Sewverus's Wall; and there being 


not Forces enough left by the Ro- 


mans to defend a Wall of ſuch a 
Length, they with little Oppoſition 
proceeded farther towards the South, 
and laid waſte the Country. 
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The Britons were in the ut- 
moſt Diſtreſs, and Tet foveral Meſ- 
ſages to the Emperor Honorius, im- 
ploring his Aſſiſtance. But the Ro- 
mans were now tog much taken up 
with their own Affairs to think of 
Britain. The Empire was invaded 
on all Sides by the Goths, Pandals, 
Suevi, Cotti and Alani ; and Alarick 
the Goth had taken and ſack'd Rome 
itſelf. Honorius therefore to free him- 
ſelf at once from the Importunities 
of the Britons, diſcharged them from 
their Allegiance to the Empire. This 
was in the Year 410. And tho' af- 
terwards, in the Reign of Yalen- 
tinian III. the Romans out of Com- 
paſſion ſent them a Legion, which 
did them conſiderable Service for the 
Time, driving back the Pics and 
Scots to their own Country; yet it 
was ſoon recall'd, the Roman Com- 
mander plainly telling them that 
hereafter they were to expect no 
farther Aſſiſtance from the Emperor, 
and exhorting them to provide for 
their own Defence, Thus ended the 
Juriſdiction of the Romans in Bri- 
tain, 464 Years after Julius Cæſar's 
firit Invaſion, 367 after they got 
Poſſeſſion under Claudius, and about 
330 after Agricola extended their 
Conqueſts under Veſpaſian and his 
Son Titus. The Britons, from the 
Time of their Subjection to the 
Roman Yoke, are to be conſider d 
as a mixt People, many Roman Fa- 
milies and other Foreigners coming 
over, and incorporating themſelves 
with the Natives. | 
Chriſtianity had been generally re- 
ceiv'd in Britain long before the Ro- 
mans left it. Many Churches were 
built. Many fſuffer'd Martyrdom, 
of whom St. 4/ban was the firſt, in 
the Perſecution under Dzoclefran. 'But® 
both Clergy and Laity ſoon became 
very corrupt in their Manners, to 
which G:/das and Bede aſcribe the 
terrible Calamities that afterwards 
befel them. 


For 
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For a Concluſion of this Period, 
I ſhall obſerve, that whilſt the Ro- 
mans continued Maſters of Britain, 


they made ſeveral publick Ways, the 
Ars. of . are ſtill to be 


„ * 


call'd Watling-friet ; Via Lenmunm, 
or Tenili ſtreet; Erming-fireet, and 
the Fo/s-Way ; two of which ran 
thro* the Breadth, and two thro? the 
Length of that Part of the 'Ifland 


ſeen; viz. the Via Vetelingiana, now which was ſubject to the Romans. 
—— — — — — — een e * TRE 


The Arrival of the Saxons, 


FT TPON the Romans quitting che 
* Iſland, the P:&s and Scots be- 


n to hifi the Britons with more 


1 Fary than ever. They attack'd Se- 
weruws's Wall, that had been repair'd, 


broke it down in ſeveral Places, and 


made frequent Inroads upon their 


Neighbours, who were forc'd by this 
Means to abandon Part of their 
Country, and retire farther ſouth- 
ward. At laſt the poor Britons ſued 
for Peace, which they obtain'd upon 
very hard Terms; for all the Coun- 
try North of the Humber was to be 
acliver'd up to the Pia, and Scots, 
ho accordingly took Poſſeſſion of 
tz and ſome Time after taking Ad- 
vantage of the Diſcords and Divi- 
fions among the Britons, occaſion'd 
by the Contentions among their ſeve- 
gal petty Kings or Leaders, they broke 
the Treaty, and paſſing the Humber, 
tad waſte the Country in a terrible 
Manner. 
tion the Brits once more ſent to 
the Romans humbly to implore their 
Aſtiftance, but in vain, the Affairs 
= of the Empire not permitting it. 

In this Extremity the miſerable Br:- 
ton reſolve to elet a Monarch, as 
the beſt Means to unite them and 
heal their Diviſions, that they might 
the more unanimou 
whole Force againſt the common 


F- Enemy. But this had not the de- 


rd Effect, the petty Kings ſtill 
contending for the Sovereignty. At 
Jaſt, about the Year 445, /ortigern, 
Count or King of the Danmonit, 
ho was the moſt powerful, as well 


= 
3 


In this melancholy Situa- 


turn their 


— 
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and their Settlement in Britain. 


as the moſt ambitious, was choſen ; 
and by his Advice, the Britons at 
length agreed upon an Expedient 
which in the End proved their De- 
ſtruction. This was to call in the 
warlike Saxen, a People of Ger- 
many, to their Aid againſt the Pi&s 
and Scots. ; | 
Purſuant to this Reſolution, Am- 
baſſadors were ſent over, and Witi- 
gifil, the Saxon General, having con- 
ven'd an Aſſembly to hear what 
they had to ſay, it was agreed to 
grant them gooo Men, and Heng: 
and Horſa, the Sons of Vitigiſil, 
were appointed to command them. 
However, at firſt they only ſhipp'd 
off part of the Number, who arriv'd, 
in the Year 449, under the Conduct 
of the two Brothers above-mention'd, 
at Ebbe/Neet in the Iſle of Thanet in 
Kent, and were immediately put in 
Poſſeſſion of that Iſland, which had 
before been agreed upon. The Pic, 
and Scots were by this Time advan- 
ced as far as Stamford in Lincolnſhire, 
and the Saxos, after having a little 
refreſh'd themſelves, marched againſt 
them with fuch Succeſs, that tHey 
torced them to retire by Degrees into 
their own Country. | 
It muſt be obſerv'd, that tho? the 
wretched Condition of the Britons 
made them agree to Vortigern's Pro- 
poſal of calling in the Saxons, yet 
his chief View in it was to eſtabliſh 
his own Power, and to ſecure him- 
ſelf from any Deſigns that might 


be form'd againſt him, either by 


thole who were diſſatisfied with his 
Govern= 
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Porernment, or were ambitious of 
Wailing themſclves to the fame fu- 
eeme Authority. Hence he us'd 
u his Arts to win over the Saxon, 
eo his Side, and allow'd them ſuch 
Advantages as at laſt made his Coun- 
trymen ſuſpicious of him, and ap- 
prehend that what was deſign d by 
them for their Deliverance from their 
Enemies, the P:4s and Scots, might 
end in their Ruin by theſe new 
Comers, to whom Yortigern had al- 
4 ready given ſome Lands in Lincolu- 
Hire. On the other hand, Herg:/? 


1 to hope from the Weakneſs 
of che Britons, that he ſhould be 
able to procure a Settlement in the 
land, and to this End endeavour'd 
do make his Advantage of the Fears 


22 
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and Ambition of J bin, ns ſo 
= wrought upon him, by repreſentin 
the 2 was in 2. the Dit 
affection of his Subjects, as to per- 
made him to ſend over tor the reſt 
of the Saxons that were deſign'd for 
Britain. Accordingly they arriv'd 
the next Year in ſixteen large Veſſels, 
and. with them eus the eldeſt Son, 
and Rowena the Niece of Hengi/t. 

Upon this Vortigern grew more 
abſolute and haughty towards his 
Subjects, and he and Hengiſt enter'd 
into a {trict Friendſhip, as each ſtood 
in need of the other to accompliſh 
his particular Views. But they dif- 
ter'd in this, that whereas Yortigern 
was a weak Prince and eaſily delu- 
ded, Hengi/t was ſharp-lighted, and 
made the Monarch's Weakneſs in 
every Thing ſubſervient to his De- 
ſigns. Finding Yortigern was of an 
amorous Diſpoſition, he contriv'd an 
Interview between him and his Niece 
the beautiful Raxwena ; with whoſe 
Charms, being ſmitten, he reſolved 
to marry her, and to that End di- 
vorc'd his former Wife, and com- 
-ply'd fo far as to give Ilengiſt and 
tor/a the entire Sovereignty of Kent, 
with Leave to people it with Sax- 
aut. 


n 
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The Britons murmur'd in vait a- 
gainſt theſe Proceedings, Yortigern 
and Hengi/t being reſolv'd to ſtand 
by each other; and the crafty Saæ- 
on, that he might be the better ena- 


bled to cope with them, and even at 


laſt to act without Vortigern, ſo 

wrought upon his Fears and Jealou- 

ſies, that he conſented to the bring- 

ing over more Saxon Forces, who, 

in 452, arriv'd in great Numbers un- 

der the Command of O#a, Brother 

to Hengiſt, who brought his Son EA. 

Ja along with him, and ſettled them- 

ſelves in the North. Hengiſt had 
now nothing. to fear from the Bri- 

tons, and began to ſhew leſs Reſpect 

to Yortigern, ſending for continual 
Supplies from Germany without afk- 

ing his Leave. And now having 
brought Matters to bear, he com- 

plain'd that the Saxon Soldiers were 
not paid according to the Agree- 
ment, demanded their Arrears, and 
threatned to do himſelf Juſtice if 
they were not ſpeedily paid. 


The Britons now, tho' late, were 


effectually rous'd out of their Le- 
thargy; and perhaps it had not been 
too late, if they could have agreed 
among themſelves better than they 
had done ever ſince they had been a 
People: But all their Efforts for 
freeing themſelves from their foreign 
Enemies, were unhappily defeated, 
as had all along been the Caſe, by 
their own inteſtine Diviſions, Their 
firſt Struggle with the Saxons, whom 
now they plaialy ſaw, under the 
Pretence of friendly Auxiliaries, to 


have a Deſign of eſtabliſhing them 
ſelves in their Country, was under 
Vortimer, eldeſt Son to Vortigern. 


Their Buſineſs was now to endeavour 
to drive out as Enemies, thoſe whom 
they had invited. over as Friends ; 


and in the firſt Battle, which was 
fought in 455, and in which Hora 
was ſlain, they are ſaid to have gat. 
the better of the Saxons, and inthe: 
next to have loſt all again. At lengths. 


Ambrojras, 
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' Hmbroſius, who tas of Roman Ex- 


traction, was by a great Party ſet 
up as their Leader; here enſu!d 
z Qivil War between his Party and 


mie in which the Britons mi- 


ſerably harraſs d one another, whilſt 


the Saxons made their Advantage of 


theſe Diviſions, and grew ſtronger 
and ftronger, having at the fame 
Time ſtruck up a Peace with the 


> Pits, the more effectually to annoy 


the Britons, However; after a twen- 
ty Years War, at the End of which 
Vertimer died, both Sides were in- 
clin'd to Peace, which was con- 
cluded * 4 H on * _ 
Party ſho what they ha 
t. For it mul be Br that 
the Britens by this Time became 
rt in War, and by long Exer- 
eile had learnt of their Enemies the 
Saxons the military Art, which the 
Romans had endeavour'd to make 
them forget: And ſo they became 
at laſt a Match for the Saxons, and 
would certainly have got the better 
of them, if their Civil Broils, and 
the Saxon being continually rein- 
forc'd from Germany, had not pre- 


- Vented it. 


The Peace continu'd not long. 


could not reljſh being dit- 
- appointed in his Deſign 
> timfelf Maſter of Britain, and there 
gore, finding himſelf not able as yet 


% 


2 accompliſh it by Force of Arms, 


of making 


had recourſe to Treachery. He cauſed 
300 Britiſb Nobles to be aſſaſſinated 
and mutder'd, whom he had invited 
to an Entertainment, whilſt Friend- 


ſhip ſeem'd to ſubſiſt betwen the 


two Nations. This made the Bri- 
Pons hate the Saxors more than ever, 
and a War ſoon enſu'd, in which the 
Britons firſt under Ambroſius, and then 
under the famous Arthur, (of whom 
ſo many romantick Stories are told, 
that ſome have queſtion'd whether 
ever there was any ſuch Perſon) ob- 
tain'd many ſignal Victories over the 
Sans; but the Misfortune Was, that 


The SAXONs % Britain, 


the Britons were waſted and dimi- 
niſhed by this Tong War, and the 
Saxons were continually recruited 

the coming over bf vaſt Numbers of 


their Nation, and of Jutes and Av. 3 A EY 
60 nl. 


3 = Suſſex 


gles, who with the Saxons made as 
it were one People in Germany, 
they did afterwards in Britain ; bad 
were all together commonly. call'd 
Saxons, . Ang lo-Saxons. 
Means, the Britons were at length, 
after the Death of the above-men- 
tion'd Princes, who both fell in Bat- 
tle, entirely ſubdu d; to which they 
not a little contributed by their own 
Diſſenſions, occaſion'd by the ambi- 
tious Struggles for Pre-eminence a- 
mong their Leaders. The Particu- 
lars of this War I ſhall omit, which 
are very confuſedly related by Hifto- 
rians ; and ſhall only take Notice of 
ſome principal Events, and how the 
9axons were from Time to Time re- 
infore'd from Germany, till they ob- 
tain'd a compleat Settlement in this 
Iſland. | 


General, at the Invitation of Hen- 


gift, arriv'd in Britain, with his 


Sons Baldulphus, Colgrin and Ciſſa. 
He landed his Troops at Whitering 
in Sex, and after ſome Oppoſition 
from the Britons, ſettled them by 
_— along the ſouthern Coaſt ; 
and ſo they were call'd Sud, or South- 
Saxons, and their Country Sue. 
Thoſe that Hengiſt had eſtabliſh'd 
in the Eaſt, were call'd Zaſt-Saxons, 
and their Country En; and the 
Country between theſe two was term- 
ed Middleſex. Kent retain'd its an- 


tient Name, which was perhaps the 


only one the Saxons did not alter. 
Vortigern being purſu'd by Ambro- 


rus, as an Enemy to his Country, 


fled to a Caſtle in Wales, where be- 
ing beſieg'd, the Caſtle took Fire 
and was burnt to the Ground, and 
the unhappy Yortigern periſh'd in 
the Flames, about the Year 485. 10 
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In the Year 477, Ella, a Saxin ! 
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—$ Britain, and the laſt thirty 
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oo In the Year 488, the famous Hen- 
died, aged about fixty-nine Years, 
irty-nine of which he had paſs'd 

| -three 
King of Kent. Soon after, Ella 
Pok on himſelf the Title of King 
f Suſſex, or of the South-Saxons. 
In the Year 495, Cerdich, another 


n General, © arriv'd in Britain, 
ich his Son Kerrick, and having 
Irm ſettled himſelf after many 


ploody Battles for the Space of a- 
pove twenty Years, aſſum'd the Ti- 
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of W:/Jex, or of the 
Veſt-Saxons, which Kingdom at laſt 
Became the Head of all the reſt. 
From him were deſcended the Kings 
of England, in the Male Line, down 
5 Edward the Confeſſor, and in the 

his preſent Ma- 


eſty. ; | 
In Fol, a new Reinforcement of 
XX Saxons came over from Germany un- 
der the Conduct of Porta. And not 


2 long after, the Saxons conſidering; 


that whilſt their Troops were di- 
=E vided, they run the Riſk of loſing 
in one Place what they 


gain'd in an- 


=X 6ther, reſolv'd to unite. all their 


Forces, the better to withſtand the 
=X Progreſs of Arthur; which accord- 
ingly they did, and made Cerdick 


General of the whole Army. 
In 514, a new Supply of Saxon 
Troops arriv'd under Stauf and With- 


ar, Nephews to Cerdick. And in 
= $27, Erebencuin aſſum'd the Title 
ok King of Ehen, or of the Fat 


Saxons. 


About this Time, great Numbers 


3 of Angles, under the Conduct of 


Uſa, and eleven other Chiefs, land- 
xd ſomewhere on the eaſtern Coaſt 
of Britain, where continually gain- 
ing Ground, and ſending for freſh 
Colonies from Germany, they at 
length founded the Kingdom of the 
Eaft- Angles. i 
In the Year 5; 30, Cerdict attack d 
and conquer d the % of Wight, 
cruelly deſtroying almoſt all the In- 


The Sons $1 Britin. 
habitants. Ard not long after, he 
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ſent into Ge to invite over all 
who had a Mind to come and ſettle 


in his Kingdom: Accordingly 800 
Veſſels arriv'd in his Ports, on board 


of which were vaſt Numbers of 


Saxons and Futes with their Fami- 
lies, who ſeated themſelves in his 
Territories, in the Room of the 
Britons whom he had expell'd. 

In 534, Cerdict died, ſixteen 
Years after his Coronation, and. 
thirty-nine after his Arrival in Bri- 
tain. 

After Arthur's Death; the diſ- 
may'd Britons had neither Courage 
nor Power to defend themſelves; 
_ which great Numbers of Peo- 
ple reſolv'd to go over and ſettle in 
Britain. Ia, an Angle, according- 
iy arriv'd, with a great many of his 

-ountrymen, who landed in Yort- 
ſhire among the Northumbrian Sax- 
ons, and were receiv'd by them as 
Friends: And Ia finding they were 
willing to obey him, himſelf 
acknowledg'd by them as well as by 
thoſe he brought over with him, 
King of Northumberland, fa call'd 
becauſe it lay North of the Humber. 
He died in the Year 559, after a 
Reign of twelve Years, and after his 
Death the Kingdom of Northumber- 


land was divided into two Parts; 


Bernicia to the North, and Deira t 


the South. 
Keaulin, the third King of the 
We/t-Saxons, being an ambitious 
Prince, formed Deſigns of enlarg- 
ing his Dominions, and in order to 
effect it, turn'd his Arms againſt his 
Countrymen, and began the firſt Ci- 
vil War among the Saxons ; which 
the Britons might have improv'd 
very much to their Advantage, could 
they have been, united, and had 
their Chiefs had more Regard to the 
publick, than their own 

tereſt. | 
About this Time liv'd Gil/das, a 
Monk of Banger, who wrote a Tre, 
| l 
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tiſe, intitled; De Extidio Britanniz, 
Of the Defruttion of Britain; where- 
in he boldly cenſures the Briti/h 
Princes in his Time, wiz. thoſe who 
after the Death of Artbur, divided 
the Country into ſeveral petty States. 

In the Year 571, Uſe ook the 
Title of King of the Eaft- Angles. 

Keaulin having brought the Kin 
of Kent, Een und Suſſex to ſubmit 
to him, turn'd his Arms againſt the 
Britons, and in a ſeven Years War 
extremely weaken'd them. 

The r Britons were now at 
the laſt Gaſp, and their utter De- 
ſtruction ſeem'd to be at hand. In 
this Extremety they apply'd to the 
Scots for their Aſſiſtance, who ac- 
cordingly join'd them, and in the 
firſt Battle beat Keaulin's Army; but 
m the ſecond, were intirely defeated 
in their Turn, the Scots being oblig'd 
to retire into their own Country, and 
the diſtreſſed Britons left to ſhift for 
themſelves. 

To compleat their Ruin, in the 


Year 584 Crida arriv'd with a larger 


Fleet than any that had before come 
from Germany, bringing over a vaſt 
Number of Angles. He advanc'd to- 
wards the Middle of the Iſland, dri- 
ving the Britons before him wherever 
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he came; and out of his weſt: 
founded the Kingdom of the M#a/: 


ea, $4 a larger than any 


The Britons now took to their 


* which was to retreat 


laſt Refuge, | 
into Cambria, where they remain to 


this Day, which the Saxons call'd 
Walliſb-Land, that is, Gauli/h-Land, ⁵ 

as ſuppoſing the Britons to be of . 
Gauliſ Extraction, as very probably = 
they were; and which the Eng/i/> 
now call Wales, a Country defended RF.. 
by Nature, and which was after- 2 


wards divided into 
Kingdoms. 


ſeveral 


) petty 
But this ſmall Part of * 


the Iſland not being ſufficient for 
ſuch Numbers of Families, a great r; 
many fled beyond the Seas, and XR 
others became Slaves to the Saxons 


for a miſerable Subſiſtence. 


Thus the Saxons, Futes and Au 


gles, or as they are all together call'd 
Anglo-Saxont, obtain'd a compleat 
Settlement in the Iſland, after a War 


of about 130 Vears, and with one 


Conſent gave the Name of England, 


that is, the Land ef the Angles, to 


the ſeven Kingdoms they had eſta- 
bliſh'd, of Which I ſhall next give 
ſome Account. 


” 


Of the Saxon HePTARCHY. 


BTO I proceed, I ſhall ob- 


ſerve, that the Iſland of Bei- 
tain, divided into ſeveral Kingdoms, 
Was now poſſeſs d by four different 
Nations, Thele were, 1. The Bi- 
tons or Ne, under whom are com- 
Priſed, all thoſe Foreigners, whether 
Kemans or others, ſettled in the Iſland 
fince the Reign of Claualus, and after- 
wards incorporated with the Natives 


Jo as to make one People with them. 
After the Eſtabliſhment of the 4ng/o- 


Saxons, theſe Britons were confin'd 
to Cambria or Wales, and the wel- 


LC 
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tern Part of Danmonium, i. e. Corn- 
zwall; and henceforward, with re 


gard to the Hiftory of England, are 


only to be conſider d as a neighbour- 
ing Nation. 2: The Piat, who in- 
habited the Eaſt Part of what is now 
call'd Scotland. 3. The Scots, who 
inhabited the Weſtern Part. 4. The 
Saxons, Angles and Jutes, com- 
prehended under the Name of the 
Engliſh, who now had all the South- 
era Part of Britain, from the Chan 
nel to Severus s Wall, and a little 
beyond, towards the Eaſt. This was 


| dividcd 


che Sak 
ZZ Monaſt 
or Reg, 


ther in 
actions 
fore of 
WRubbil 
giving 


cd into ſeven Kingdoms, thence 
id the Heptarchy, of which the 
ron; and Jurcs had thoſe of Kent, 
Ie, Suſcx and Meer; the An- 
2 Ei, thoſe of Mercia and Eaft- An- 
1 2 - and the Saxons and Auglis to- 
cher, that of Northumberland. 
Fheſe ſeven Kingdoms, tho' fo 
Many diſtin, independent Sove- 
enties, yet were in ſome Reſpects 
nited into one Body or State; the 
Pond of which Union was their Ge- 
Scral in Chief, or Monarch, as he 
J call'd, choſen by the unanimous 
*Eonſent of all the ſeven Kingdoms. 
. F 0 hey had alſo their Wittenagemot, 
r A/embly of Wiſe Men, for regu- 
iting the Affairs of the Heprarchy 
general; and beſides this, each 
ingdom had its Convention, for 
Managing its own particular Con- 
Eerns. So that this Heptarchical Go- 
ernment was ſomewhat like that of 
he United Provinces ; and the Chief, 
yr Monarch, ſeems to have reſembled 
== Dutch Stadtholder. 
No Hiſtory, perhaps, is more con- 
fus'd, uncertain and defective, than 
hat of the Heptarchy. The Ac- 
Zounts are to be had only from 
Monkiſh Writers, whoſe Buſineſs was 
purely to give a Hiſtory of Mona- 
eeries founded in this Period, of the 
Affairs of the Church, and how ter- 
bly both Church and Monaſteries 
uffer'd from Pagan Ravagers. Tis 
n this Account that they relate 
he Wars of theſe Times, which 
hey do without any Order or Me- 
thod, and deſcribe them more like 
the ſavage Encounters of wild Beaſts 
than of; Men ; and they mention 


the Sake of their favourite Point the 
Monaſteries, ſo that no Perſpicuity 
or Regularity is to be expected, ei- 
ther in the Civil or Military Tranſ- 
actions of theſe Times. Inſtead there- 
fore of raking into this Heap of 
Rubbiſh, I aſl content myſelf with 
giving the Extent, Boundaries, Du- 
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other Affairs, only occaſionally, for 
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ration, &c. of theſe ſeven King - 
doms, and relating a few principal 
Occurrences. And by this Mears I 
ſhall have more Room, in the nar- 
row Compaſs I have crib'd to 
myſelf, for Things of greater Cer- 
tainty and Importance. 

The Kingdom of Kent, contain- 
ing no more than that County, was 
the firſt that was founded, bein 
about 60 Miles long and 30 cry | 
It had the Sea to the South and 
Eaſt, the Thames to the North, and 
the Kingdom of Su/ſex to the Weſt. 
It began in 455, under Hengiſt, and 
—— under Baldred, the 17th King, 
in whoſe Reign being conquer'd by 
Egbert, it became a to the 
Kingdom of Veen, about the Year 
825. The Kingdom of Kent made 
but little Figure in the —_— 
except in the Reign of Hengiſt the 
firſt King, and Ethelbert who was 
the fifth, a very powerful Prince, 
and remarkable for being the firſt 
King of the Anglo-Saxons who em- 
brac'd Chriſtianity ; towards which 
his Marriage with Bricha, Daughter 
of the King of Paris, who was a 
Chriſtian, contributed not a little; 
and Pope Gregory I. laying hold of 
this Opportunity, ſent over forty 
Benuedictin Monks with _— at 
their Head, who by their Preach- 
ing firſt converted the King and ſe- 
veral of his principal Subjects, and 
afterwards Numbers of other Sax- 
ons. This was in the Year 598. 
But it muſt be noted, that as G1. 
ſtianity was then greatly corrupted, 
it was planted here among our Saxon 


Anceſtors, by theſe Miſſionaries, with * ; 


all thoſe ſuperſtitious Corruptions 
with which it had been mixed, and 
323 a vaſt Veneration for 

onaſteries and the monaſtick Life. 
In about ſixty Years after the Arri- 
val of Auſtin, all England was con- 
verted, the Kingdom of Mercia be- 
ing the laſt that embrac'd the new 


Religion, but not by the Preaching 
9 C2 F of 
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of Au/tin. And thus the Saxons, of 
groſs Idolaters, became not very 
pure Chriſtians. This Auſtin was 
the firſt Archbiſhop of Canterbury ; 
and tho' he has run away with all 
the Honour of converting the Eng- 
Ii Nation, yet the Progreſs he made 
was not ſo conſiderable as has been 
imagin'd ; the Scotch Monks of St. Co- 
fumba having as great a Share in the 
Work as he and his Companions. 
The Kingdom of Suſſex, or the 
South-Saxons, _ under Ela in 
1. About the Year 590, Keaulin, 
ing of Veſſex, got Poſſeſſion of it. 
Aſter this they made ſeveral At- 
tempts to regain their Liberty, and 


often reduc'd by the Ve- Saxen 
Kings; till ut laſt, about the Year 
760, this Kingdom was ſo entirely 
ſubdu'd, that it was ever after con- 
ſider'd as a Province of Veen. It 
contain'd only the two Counties of 
Sufſex and Surrey, being not above 
50 Miles long and 40 broad. It 
was bounded on the North by the 
Thames, on the South by the Sea, 
on the Eaſt by the Kingdom of Kent, 
and on the Weſt by Ye/Jex. Adel- 
Twalch was the firſt King of this lit- 
tle Kingdom who embrac'd the 
Chriſtian Religion. 

The third Kingdom in Order of 
Time, was that of „e, or the 
Weſt-Saxons, which began under Cer- 
dick in 319, and ended only as a 
{ſeparate Kingdom under Egbert, who 
began his Reign in the 2 800, 
and about twenty ſeven Years after 
compleated the Diſſolution of the 
Heptarchy, by reducing all the other 
Kingdoms to his Obedience, and be- 
coming Maſter of the Whole. It 
Was, as appears from hence, one of 
the moſt powerful of the ſeven 
Kingdoms, containing the Counties 
of Devon, Dorſet, Somerſet, Wilts, 
"Berks and Southampton, the e of 
Might being alſo dependent on it. 
It was fituate South of the Thames, 
in Breadth about ſeventy Miles, and 
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were ſometimes ſucceſsful, but as 


in Length 150, from Su/ex to Corr. bs | 0 ddleſex 


aball. As Northumberland and Mer- a began 
cia were the two other Kingdom: ad was 
that exceeded the reſt in Grandeur Me /e/t- 
and Power, there were long and fre. uer'd X 
2 Conteſts between theſe three as the f 
ingdoms which ſhould be Head The 
over all the reſt, till at laſt Teer nd, or 
prevailed, as has been already men- Fin'd t! 
tion'd. Cini gi ſil, who was the fixth 4 * umberla 
King, was the firſt Chriſtian King erland, 
of this Kingdom, who embrac'd that Treateſt 
Religion in 635. na was not only reateſt ] 
one of the moſt famous Kings of 3 on thi 
W:e/jex, but of the whole Heptarchy. he Weſt 
He made a Body of Laws, entitled, North b. 
Weft-Saxon Leaga, which ſerv'd a Rand Scots 
aRough-Draught to Alfred the Great. Perman ( 


About 727 he laid a Tax of a Penn; = 
on every Family in Le and S/- * 
ſex, to be ſent yearly to Rome, un 
der the Name of Rome-Scot ; as 

ſome Time after, Ofa, King of Wi 
Mercia, laid the fame on Mercia and 
Eaft- Anglia, calling it Peter-Pence, 
becauſe it was to be paid on the Ho- 

liday of St. Peter ad wincula, Aug. 1 | 
This Tax was only for the Support 
of a College at Rome, founded by 
ina for the Education of Erng/i/ 


Youth ; tho? in Proceſs of Time th: What fam. 
Popes claim'd it as a Tribute due to Hin'd a fi 
St. Peter and his Succeſſors. Ina at Pear Che/; 
laſt quitted his Crown and turn'd f Merci 
Monk, which was deem'd a Mark Vale, jo 
of extraordinary Piety in thoſe Days, Nortbummb 


and was practis'd by many Kings nd harr: 
and great Men. In the Reign of Prince o. 
Brithrick, , gbert's immediate Pre. nited t! 
deceſſor, the Danes made their firſt Vumberla 
Deſcent on the Kingdom of Ve, n Battle, 

about the Year 790; of whom we reated, 
ſhall hear more hereafter. Vrepfbbire 
The Kingdom of E/ex, or of the Frieſt, ha 
Eaſt-Saxons, was bounded on the MHiſtory o 
North -by Eaft-Anglia, on the Eaſt n of the 
by the German Ocean, on the South Medicated 
by the Thames, and on the Welt by Nerthumd 
Mercia. Its greateſt Length was 6; e wrote 
Miles, and its greateſt Breadth 38, . The 5 
containing the Counties of EH and F 2/*-42 
2 Midaliſix, 71. It 


e | | / rddleſex, and Part of Hertford/bire. 


under Erchenwin, in 527, 


dom: d was at laſt conquer d by Egbert 
deur We Weft-Saxon, ſoon after he had con- 
fre- er'd Kent. Sabert, the third King, 


three as the firſt Chriſtian King of Z/:. 
Head The Kingdom of Northumber- 
er end, or of the Northumbrians, con- 
men- in'd the Counties of Lancaſter, 
ſixth nberland, W:ftmoreland, Northum- 
King land, York, and Durham; its 
1 that @rcateft Length 160 Miles, and 
; only Freateſt Breadth 60. It was boun- 
gs of on the South by the Humber, on 
archy. he Weſt by the Ji Sea, on the 
titled, North by the Country of the P:is 
d as nd Scots, and on the Eaſt by the 


Treat. Perman Ocean. It began under Ia 
Penn; 547 and was the laſt Kingdom 
d S/- at ſubmitted to Egbert, who put 
„ un an End to the Heprarchy, about the 
3 28 Fear 827. Northumberland being di- 


ng of ided into two Kingdoms after the 
a and Death of Ida, wiz. Bernicia and Dei- 
Pence, Fo, there were frequent Quarrels be- 
e Ho- een them. Edwin, a powerful 
Lug. 1 Prince, was the firſt Chriſtian King 


upport f Northumberland. Adelfrid his Pre- 
ed by eceſſor, in 613, maſſacred 1200 
gli, Monks of Banger, and deſtroy'd 
ne the What famous Monaſtery, having ob- 
due to Nin'd a ſignal Victory over the e 
Ina at Pear Chefter. After this, Penda King 
turn'd f Mercia, and Cadwallow King of 
Mark Fals, joining together againſt the 
Days, Northumbrians, excecdingly diſtreſs'd 
Kings nd harraſs'd them. Ofwald was a 
ign 0: rince of great Character, and re- 
e Pre- nited the two Kingdems of Nor- 
ir firlt Mumberland; he was afterwards lain 
Veſjcx, n Battle, and his Body inhumanl»y 
"Im we eated, by Penda, at Ofeweſtre in 
EB -rop/circ. Bede, a Saxon Monk and 
of the rieſt, having wrote an Eccleſiaſtical 
on the Miiſtory of England from the Coming 
1e Eaſt n of the Saxozs to the Year 731, 
> South Medicated it to Ceolulph King of 
eſt by Norte bumber land, at whoſe Requeſt 
was 65 e wrote it. 
th 38,88 The ſixth Kingdom was that of 
ſex and g /-Anglia, founded by VV mn 


ddlo/e x, 71. It contain'd the two Coun- 
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ties of Noxfo/k and Suffolk, and Part 
of Cambridgoſbire; bounded on the 
North by the Humber and the Ger- 
man Ocean, on the Eaft by the ſame 
Ocean, on the South by the King- 
dom of E, and on the Weſt by 
Mercia ; its greateſt Length 80 Miles, 
and greateſt Breadth 55. Redoxwald, 
a moſt famous Prince, was the firſt 
Chriſtian King ; but Chriſtianity was 
afterwazds more firmly re-eſtablith'd 
in Eaſt-Anglia by Sigebert, about 
the Year 640. Ofa King of Mer- 
cia put King Erhelvert to Death in 
order to ſeize his Kingdom, in 7923 
after which, Ea/t- Anglia and Mer- 
cia made but one Kingdom, and at 


laſt both together became ſubje& to 


E gbert. 

The Kingdom of Mercia was the 
ſeventh and laſt that was founded, 
and was ſo call'd from the Saxor 
Word Mit, a Bound, becauſe it 
ſerv'd as a Boundary to all the other 
Kingdoms. 
the Heptarchy, being 160 Miles long, 
and about 100 broad ; containing the 
Counties of Lincoln, Nottingham, Dar- 
by, Rutland, Leiceſter, Huntingabn, 
Sta fford, Warwick, Northampton, Ox- 
ford, Buckingham, Bedford, Part of 
Hertfordſhire, and Part of Gloucefter- 
ſhire, Worceſterſhire, Salop, and Che- 
Fire. It was bounded on the North 
by the Humber, which parted it from 
Northumberland, on the Weſt by the 
Severn, beyond which were the Bri- 
tons or Welſh ; on the South by the 
Thames, which divided it from the 


It was the largeſt of 


* 


Kingdoms of Kent, Suſſeæ and . 


ſex ; on the Eaſt by the Kingdoms 
of Eſſex and Enft- Anglia. It was 
founded by Crida in 585, and con- 
tinued till Egbert got Poſſeſſion of 
it, and conſequently of Eaft- Augha. 
Penda, the fourth King of Mercia, 
was of a moſt reſtleſs "Temper, and 
gave great Diſturbance to ſeveral 
Kings of Northumberland, 2s alſo to 
the Kings of “and E2ft-Angita. 
He liv'd and dicd a Pagan, but has 

C2 | Son 
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Leiceſter, embrac'd Chriſtianity, and 
* ſome Miſſionaries into Mer- 
cia, Who -preach'd with good Suc- 
ceſs. Offa was famous on ſeveral 
Accounts: He was not only Mo- 
narch or Chief of the Heprarchy, 
as ſome one of the ſeven Kings al- 
ways was, but obtain'd ſeveral Vic- 
tories over the neighbouring Saxon 
Kings; as he who was Monarch 
= was ambitious of increaſing 

is Power, and enlarging his Domi- 
nions, and even of bringing all the 
other Kingdoms under Subjection to 
himſelf.” He alſo beat the 12/4, 
and not only forc'd them to abandon 
their Conqueſts in Mercia, but Part 
of their own Country beyond the 
Severn, which Ofa peopled with 
Englih ; and to prevent them from 
regaining it, he threw up a Rampart, 
defended by a large Ditch, in Length 
24 Miles, from the Mouth of the 
Dee, to the Place where the Vye 
falls into the Severn, which was 
call'd Ofa*s-Dike. But his Glory 
was ſullied by the treacherous Mur- 
der of Ethelbert, King of EaIHH-An- 
gles. To atone for which he got 
Alban the Britiſb Martyr canonized 
a Saint, built a Church and Monaſte- 
ry at Ferulam, which now began to be 
call'd St. A/ban's, and was very libe- 
ral to the Prieſts and Monks, accord- 
ing to the Cuſtom of atoning for the 


molt flagitzous Crimes in thoſe Days. 


Thus have I given as clear and diſ- 
tint an Account of theſe ſeven Saxoz 
Kingdoms as was conſiſtent with my 
deſign'd Brevity, till they were all 
reduc'd to one Monarchy by Egbert, 
King of the Weft-Saxons, who is 
from this Time to be conſider'd as 


ig of all Eg/and, The Mer- 


Gans, Eaſt-Angles, and Nerthumbri- 
ans, preterv'd indeed a Shadow of 
Liberty, and were allow'd to have 
their own Kings, but tributary to 
Egbert. I have ſhewn how the Pa- 
gan Saxons, after having extirpated 


hriſtianity with the Britons, were 
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Son Peda, whom he made King of 


founded during this Period. And in 


LARA 
Ty . 
* ry 25 


themſelves converted to its Tut the 
worſt of it was, they were taught With 
it, Obedience to the Pope, and an 
unbounded Veneration for Monaſte- 8 
ries, of which vaſt Numbers were 


Nah %% 
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favour of theſe Superſtitions a great 
many Miracles were pretended to be 
wrought, of which Beads Hiſtory 
is full, he being very credulous in 
ſuch Matters. 'The Heptarchy, if we 
reckon from the founding of Mercia 
the laſt of the ſeven Kingdoms, laſi- 
ed 243 Years ; if from the Arrival 
of Hengi/?, 378. The Cauſes of it: 
Diſſolution were, the great Inequaa 
lity amongſt the ſeven Kingdoms: 
the Ambition of the Monarchs, who, 
as their Election was commonly pro 
cur'd by Force, were always deſirou? 
of carrying their Prerogatives, .what- 
ever they were, beyond their juſt 
Bounds, and of extending their Do- 
minions, which occaſion'd aimoit 
continual Wars between the ſeveral! N 
Kingdoms; the inteſtine Diviſions RE 
amongſt themſelves, eſpecially in the 0 
large 1 inprhats of Mercia and Nor- R- 
thumberland, whoſe anticnt Race of 88 


* 
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Kingdoms, except V, being ex- 
85 , 4 


tinct, the Grandees aſpiring to the the Brit 
Sovereignty exceedingly weaken'd Whoſe of 
the reſpective States; and laſtly, the of the . 
ſuperior Genius of Egbert, his vait then dis 
Abilities, and great Skill in Poli. N crown'd 
ticks, which he acquir'd, or very reign'd 


much improv'd, during his twelve enjoying 
Years Abode in France at the Court But in t 
of Charles the Great, whither he was Danes, 
forc'd to fly to avoid the treacke- WM Deſcents 
rous Deſigns of Brithrick, who was at Portia 
jealous of his growing Parts, and of Shepy 
ſhining Qualities. Theſe, join'd to waſte, a 
his natural Courage and Bravery, Dor ſeth; 
enabled him to execute his grand meeting 


Deſign of uniting the ſeven Ring- oully ray 
doms into one Body under himſcit ay upon th 
as their Head. Of this great Man Attack, 
and his Succeſſors, as Kings of Eng- What Fc 
land, Jam now to ſpeak. together 


EGBERT, 
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. YN EGBERT, the firſf King of England. 
r juſt 8 | 
r Do- 
Umoſt GBERT, King of J's- Ground, inſtead of repairing to their 
everal 2 ſex, became Monarch Ships, as Egbert thought they wou'd 
viſions of England, by the have done, after a long and bloody 
in the Conqueſt of the other Battle, became victorious, and en- 
Nor- . N in the Year tirely routed the Engliſb Army, two 
ce of 827 or 828, as has been already men- Saæon Earls, Dudda and O/mond be- 


other tion'd. Before he began the Reduc- 
ng ex- tion of the Heptarchy, he ſubdu'd 
to the the Britons in Cornwall, and alſo 
ken'd thoſe of Yenedotia, which was one 
„ the of the three Kingdoms Wales was 
is vai then divided into. After he was 
Poli- crown'd King of all Ergland, he 
very reign'd in Peace for ſome Time, 
twelve enjoying the Fruits of his Victories. 
Court But in the Year 833, the piratical 
he was Danes, who had before made two 
eacke- ME Deſcents on England, wiz. in 789, 
10 Was 3 at Portland, and in 832, in the Iſle 
„ and of Shepye in Kent, which they laid 
n'd to waſte, again arrived at Charmouth in 
ravery, Dorſethhire, with 35 Veſſels, and 


grand meeting with no Oppoſition, furi- 
Ring- oully ravag'd the Country. Egbert, 
himſelf upon the News of this unexpected 
t Man Attack, march'd againſt them with 


what Forces he could haſtily draw 


f Eng 
together; but they ſtanding their 


8 ER T, 


ing flain, and Egbert himſelf nar- 
rowly eſcaping with his Life by the 
favour of a , Night. But the 
Danes having no Deſign at this Time 
to make Conqueſts, after plundering 
the Country, which was what alone 
they came for, repair'd to their Ships 
and return'd home. 
Two Years after, wiz. in 835, 
another Body of Daniſb Pirates land- 
ed in Cornwall, and joining the 
Corniſh Britons, who were very de- 
ſirous of throwing off the Engl 
Yoke, they began their March to 
give King Egbert Battle; but were 
greatly ſurpriz'd, when they heard 
that he was marching towards them 
with the ſame Intent. His former 
Diſaſter had made him more caud- 
tious, and ſo he kept his Army to- 
gether in order to march againſt 
them upon the firſt Notice of their 
| C 3 Arrival. 
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joy his beloved Indolence. 
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Arrival. Aecordingly coming up 
with them, he engag'd them near 
Hengiftdun, now Heng ſton-Hill, in 
Cornwall, and obtain'd a compleat 
Victory, which intirely made amends 
for his former Defeat. 

We meet with but one remarkable 
Circumſtance more in Egbert's Reign, 
which 1s his ordering by a publick 
Edict, that ſo much of Britain as 
was poſſeſs'd by the Anglo-Saxon, 
and of which he was now the So- 
vereien, ſhould for the future be 
calld England. But as there are 
ſufficient Proofs, that this Name 
had been before uſed, and very pro- 


bably by the Conſent of the ſeven. 


Kings, ſoon after the Eſtabliſhment 
of the Heptarchy ; no more is to be 
underſtood, but that Egbert, after 
he became Maſter of the Whole, 
by his Edi& reviv'd or confirm'd 
the ſame. And indeed it is by no 
means natural to ſuppoſe, that this 
Name ſhou'd be introduc'd by Eg- 
bert,* who was a Saxon, and the 
Provinces of whoſe Kingdom were 


peopled by Saxen, and utes ; but 


it is not at all ftran 


diately aſter 


20 Years as King of We/cx only, 


7 Years as Monarch or Chief of the 
ſeven Kingdoms, and 10 Years as 
real Monarch or King of all Eng- 
and. He died in the Year 838; 


or, according to ſome, in 836, or 


837; and was buried at Vincheſter. 
His Character I have already men- 


tion'd. He was certainly a wiſe, 
politick and valiant Prince, and had 
all the Qualifications of a great and 
conſummate General. He left be- 
hind him but one Sen, Ethelavulph; 


tho' doubtleſs he had had another, 
fince this was deſign'd for Holy 
F tributar 


Orders. Some tell us he had alſo a 


Daughter, nam'd Eagith, commonly 
call'd St. Edith, who founded the 


Abbey of Polliſtvorth in Warwick- 
ſpire. 


— — — — 


ETHELVULPH. 


Thetwulph, Egbert's only ſurvi- 
ving Son, ſucceeded his Father 

in the Year 838. He was a mild, 
and good-natur'd Prince, exceeding- 
ly addicted to the Religion of thoſe 
imes, a Lover of Eaſe and Peace, 
and more inclin'd to a Cloyſter, than 
a Court or a Camp, But the Danes 
would not let him reſt long, and en- 
He was 
bat Juſt ſeated on the Throne, when 
a Fleet of thoſe Pagan Ravagers ap- 
pear d off of Scutbampton, and land- 


ing committed great Devaſtations. 


Ethelwulph not inclin'd to go him- 
ſelf againſt them, ſent Vulfurd his 
General, who forc'd them to return 


to their Ships. But before his Army 


7 7 


came back, he was informed that 
more Danes were landed at Port- 


command the Army againſt them, 
who was ſhamefully 


ſatisſied with their Booty, they re- 
turn'd to their Ships. 
In the Year 840, another Body 


of Danes linded on the Coaſt of 
But h. 


Weſſex. And now Ethelauulph, not- 
withſtanding his Averſion to War, 
| march'd 


, that the "= 
Anglo-Saxons ſhou'd call the whole 
of their Conqueſts England, imme- 
the founding of the ſc- 

ven Kingdoms, fince the 4rg les poſ- 
ſeſs'd a — and more conſiderable 
Part than both the Saxons and 7utc:. 
Egbert ___ in all 37 Years, 


arch'd 
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land. He ſent Earl Ethelhehn to then E 
& tally rc 
efeated ard Atbelſi 
put to flight ; and Herbert, who fuc- 
cecded him as General, was not 
only beaten, but kill'd in the Battle. 
Upon this Succeſs, the Danes over- ments, 
run ſeveral Counties, and Canterbu- 
ry, Rocheſter and London were cruelly i 
harraſs'd by them. At laſt being 
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t the arch'd againſt them in Perſon ; but 
whole Mad the Misfortune to be beaten, by 
rmme- nich Means the Enemy went off 
he ſc- fe with their Plunder. 


s pol- About this Time the Nation of 
erable 1 Ine Pic, ſo formidable heretofore 
Futc:, o the Southern Britons, were en- 
Years, Pirely extirpated by their Neighbours 
only, he Scots, after a long War between 
of the hem; ſo that henceforth nothing 
rs as remain'd but the Memory of that 
Eng-. wretched People, once fo famous in 
838; * Britain. 
6, or Ethekwulph, wearied with the re- 
beter. peated Incurſions of the Danes, and 
men- having a great Affection for his na- 
wiſe, "tural Son Athelſtan, deliver'd up to 
d had him Kent, Ejex and Suſſex, with 
t and the Title of Ang of Kent, content- 
t be- ing himſelf with the Kingdom of 
ulph ; Meer, and the Sovereignty of all 
ther, England. 
Holy & The Factions that reign'd in the 
ilſo a MF tributary Kingdom of Northumberland 
nonly gave the Danes great Advantage in 
the thoſe Parts, where they made ſeve- 
wick. ral Deſcents, and carry'd of much 
Booty. And whilſt they were thus 
X27 employ'd there, the Southern Pro- 


vinces had ſome Reſpite. 

But in the Year 851 they landed 
on the Coaſt of V, and after 
2X committing horrible Cruelties, they 


that were met as they were returning 
Port- with their Spoils by Earl Crore, 
2 to then Zzhefrwulph's General, and to- 
hem, tally routed. And a little after King 
ard Aitbelſtan equipp'd a Fleet, engag'd 
ſuc- the Danes near Sandwich, and took 
not nine of their Ships. 
ittle. Notwithſtanding theſe Diſcourage- 
ver- ments, the Spring following they 
u- 1 came up the 7 hames with ZOO Ships, 
xelly and landed near Londin. After plun- 
eing dering the Country and pillaging the 


Towns, particularly London, they 


re- 

| XZ march'd into Mercia, and defeated 
ody the Army which the tributary King 
of Beritbulph had brought againſt them. 
not- But having repaſs'd the Thames in or- 
Var, der to attack Erhelwulph and Athel- 
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fan, who were encamp'd near Olely 


in Surrey, a bloody Battle was there 
fought, in which the Engl gain'd 
the Day, and made ſuch a terrible 
Slaughter of the Danes, that but 
few eſcap'd. After this Battle we 
hear no more of Athelſtan, fo that 
probably he did not long ſurvive this 
ſignal Victory, which was not a lit- 
tle owing to his Valour, 

Ethekwulth now reign'd alone a- 
gain, tho' he had ſeveral legitimate 
Sons, capable of aſſiſting him in the 
Government. The Victory of Okely 
having deliver'd him from the Fears 
of the Danes, he now had Opportu- 
nity to indulge his natural Bent to 
Devotion, which was very much 
heighten'd by Swithin Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, who had always a great 
Aſcendant over him, eſpecially in 
Time of Peace; and by his Advice 
he is ſaid to have granted to the 
Church the Tithes of all his Domi- 
mons. His Zeal for Religion alſo 
put him upon ſending his youngeſt 
Son Alfred, for whom he had a great 
Affection, to Rome for the Pope's 
Bleſſing, who is faid alſo to have 
given him the Royal Union, tho” 
probably it was only the Chin us'd 
at the Ceremony of Confirmation. 

Ethelzwulph not fatisfy'd with theſe 
Expreſſions of Devotion, about two 
Years after, wiz. in 855, paid a Vi- 
ſit to the Pope in Perſon to receive 
his Benediction. And here he caus'd 
the College of a and Offa to be 
rebuilt in a more magnificent Man- 
ner, and extended the Tax of Peter- 
Pence all over his Dommions, till 
then levied only in Nee and Mar- 
cia. Having ſtay'd a Year gt Rome, 
he return'd home thro' France, where 
he married Judith, Daughter of 
Charles the Bald, not above twelve 
Years of Age; which difagreeable 


and unſeaſonable Match forwarded 


the Conſpiracy which was now form+ 


ing againſt him. mY 
C4 For 


For whilſt Ethelwulph was at Rome, 
Alan, Biſhop of Sherborn, who was 
Swithin's Rival in influencing the 
King, but in a con Way, and 
who, whilſt the Iſland was troubled 
with the Danes, had often the Ad- 
vantage by prevailing with him, not- 
withſtanding his ſluggiſh Temper, 
to act with ſome Vigour againſt 
them ; but now in this Time of 
Peace was outdone by Swwithin, who 
took Advantage of EKthelwulph's na- 
tural Bias to a religious and contem- 
plative Life; Alan, I ſay, being pro- 
vok'd at this Loſs of his Credit with 
the King, drew Etbelbald his eldeſt 
Son, who was naturally of an ill 
Temper, into a Conſpiracy to de- 
throne his Father and ſeize upon his 
3 Ethelbald eaſily gave in- 
to 


is Deſign, being already diſ- 


9g at his Father's not making 
im King of Kent upon Athelſtan's 
Death; and now the News of his 
Marriage ſpurr'd him on ſtill more, 
and he gave out that his Father had 
— the Crown by giving his 
Wife the Title and Dignity of Cucen; 
for upon Brithrick's 8 poiſon'd 
by his Queen, the J/e/t-Soxors made 
Law that no King's Wife for the 
future ſhould be dignify'd with that 
State and Title, on Pain of his Sub- 
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jects being, ip/o facto, abſolv'd from 
their Allegiance. However, Ethel- 
au, upon the News of this Con- 
ſpiracy, landed in England before 


Meaſures were taken to hinder him ; 


and as the Parties were ſtrong on 
both Sides, all Things tended to a 
Civil War, had not the Prudence of 


ſome of the chief Men of both Par- bs 5 
ties, and the Mildneſs and good Na- = 


ture of Ethelauulph prevented it. As 


it was, the Balance turn'd on Ethe/- XR 
bald's Side, and Ethelwulph was 
oblig'd to give up to him the King- 
dom of „e, and to reſt content: 


ed with that of Kent for himſelf. 


Ethehwulph liv'd but about two 
He died in 857, 1 8 
after a Reign of 20 Years, and wass 


Years after this. 


buried at Wincheſter near his Father 
Egbert. 


after him to Ethelred his third Son, 
and then to A/fred his youngeſt; 
who all in their Turns ſucceeded to 
the Crown. As to Ethelbald, his 
eldeſt Son, he was already in Poſſeſ- 


above related. Ethelauulph had alſo 
one Daughter, who was married to 
Buthred, 
Mercia. 


_ — _ _— — — 
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S> Thelbald had reign'd two Years 
as King of We/ex during his 
Father's Life, and continued to poſ- 
Jeſs that Throne after his Deceaſe ; 
ſo that Zzhelbert, at firſt, had only 
tor his Share, Kent, Ex and Su/- 
Jex, all together under the Name of 
the Kingdom of Kent, which was 
has Father's after the above-men- 


= tion'd Partition of his Dominions. 


Ethelhald reign'd but about two Years 
and a half after his Father's Death, 
during which Time no remarkable 


Event happen'd, nor indeed through- 
out his whole Reign ; nor was there 
any Action of his worthy recording. 
Hiſtorians all agree in giving him a 
very bad Character, as a licentious, 
debauch'd and luxurious Prince ; and 
the Engliſb Hiſtorians particularly 
charge him with the Crime of Inceſt, 
in marrying Judith of France, his 
Father's Widow. Matthezv of Weſt- 
minſter indeed ſays, that he was 
brought to 2 Senſe of his Fault, 
by Swithin Biſhop of ge, 
an 


A little before his Death, 
he diſpos'd of his Dominions by RR 
Will, to Ezhelbert his ſecond Son, F 


the tributary King of 
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4 underwent a ſevere Penance for 
WS: ; which very probably, if true, 
Weonſfiſted in ſome Donations to the 
Monaſteries, according to the Cuſ- 
tom of thoſe Times. But of Erhel- 
as Repentance, Aer, a conſi - 
derable Writer, who lived in theſe 
Days, and is therefore much more 
to be depended upon, ſays not a 
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Word. Ethelbald had the good For- 
tune not to be moleſted by the Danes 
during his Reign, if that may be 
call'd ſo, which gave him the greater 
Liberty to follow his vicious Courſes. 
He died in 860, and was firſt buried 
at Sherborn in Dor/et/hire, and after- 
wards remoy'd to Saliſbury. 


$ ETHELBERT. 


r 73elbert, already in Poſſeſſion of 
A 73 the Kingdom of Kent, upon his 
E& Brother's Death, ſucceeded to the 


Whole Monarchy, according to E- 


=E :belwulph's Will. He was a Prince 
of a good Character, but his Sai 
was ſhort, and made very trouble- 


5 ſome by the Dani Incurſions; and 
= what was worſe, as they had been 
1 quiet for a great while, and were al- 
XX moſt forgotten, Ethelbert had made 
no Preparations againſt them, and 
was not in a Condition to repel their 
Attacks. They renew'd their In- 
voaſions immediately upon Erhelbert's 
& Coronation, and penetrating as far 
= as Wincheſter, reduc'd it to Aſhes. 
They wou'd have done much more 
X Miſchief, if the Earls O/-ic& and 
XxX Erhelwulph, with ſome Troops they 
had drawn together, had not beat 
them back to their Ships. 
X After this, another Band of theſe 
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Ravagers landed in the e of Ya. 
net, Where they winter'd in order to 
begin their Incurſions in the Spring. 
Ethelbert offer d them a Sum of 
Money to depart quietly, which 
tho* they accepted, they perfidi- 
ouſly ruſh'd into Kent, laying all 
waſte with Fire and Sword. E- 
thelbert upon this, finding nothing 
elſe wou'd do, immediately ſet a- 
bout levying an Army, to intercept 
them upon their Return to their 
Ships; which they being inform'd 
of, embark'd fo ſuddenly with their 
Plunder, that there was no prevent- 
ing them. 

Ethelbert, after a Reign of about 
ſix Years, died in 866, and was bus 
ried at Sherborn. 
Sons, Aabelm and Ethelward, they 
did not ſucceed him ; his Brother 
Ethelred mounting the Throne by 
Virtue of his Father's Will. 


N this Prince's Reign, the Danes 
7 became more terrible in England 
than ever they had been before. In- 
ſtead of coming and going, and con- 
4 tenting * with their Plun- 
der, in getting which indeed they 
made diimal Havock, and commit- 
ted the moſt horrid Cruelties, they 
now began to aim at ſettling them- 
2 


ETHELRED I. 


ſelves in the Iſland, and becoming 
Maſters of it. What chiefly gave 
Riſe to this was the following Cir- 
cumſtance. 

The Northumbrians dropping much 
of their old Heats and Animoſities, 
threw off the He Yoke, and una- 
nimouſly plac'd Ofbert. on their 
Throne. This Union might in I _ 
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26 
have rais'd Northumberland to its anti- 
ent Splendor, if Ofſbert had not ſhewn 
himſelf unworthy. of the Dignity 


that was conferr'd on him. For be- 


ing ſmitten with the Beauty of Earl 
Bruern-Bocard's Lady, he infamouſly 
took an Opportunity to force her to 
his Will, when he could not by any 
ſoft Methods induce her to comply. 
Earl Bruern, who was Guardian of 
the Coaſts againſt the Incurſions of 
the Danes, was ſo inrag'd at this In- 
dignity, that he reſolv'd to ſtick at 
nothing to be reveng'd. Accord- 
ingly he ſoon _—_ the Bernicians 
to revolt, and to elect another King 
nam'd Ella. And thus Northumber- 
land was again divided between two 
Kings and two Factions, the old 
Animoſities were reviv'd, and a Ci- 
vil War enſu'd. Earl Bruern having 
but half gratify d his Revenge, whilſt 
.Ofbdert remain'd on the Throne of 
Deira, fatally reſolv'd to apply for 
Aſſiſtance to the Danes. Accord- 
ingly he went over to Denmark, 
and repreſented to King Ivar (or 
Hinguar) how eaſily he might 
make himſelf Maſter of Northum- 
berland, whilſt the Kingdom was 
weaken'd by its inteſtine Diviſions. 
war, whoſe Father had been taken 
Priſoner in England, and treache- 
roully murder d, readily came into 
the Deſign, as well to gratify his 
Revenge ag his Ambition. Ihe Spring 
following he enter'd the Humber with 
a numerous Fleet, being conducted 
by Brzern, and attended by his Bro- 
ther Hubba. He march'd directly 
to York, where O/dert was with his 
Army, who ſallying out upon the 
Danes, attack'd them fo vigorouſly, 
that they had much ado to ſtand the 
Shock. But recovering themſelves, 
they preſs'd the Northumbrians in 
their Turn, forc'd them to retire in 
Diſorder into the Town, and Ort 


was ſlain in the Retreat: An Ex- 


ample, what publick Miſchiefs may 
be occaſion'd by even the private 


- 
- 
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Vices of Kings, and how an Injury 
done to one Subject may involve a 
whole Kingdom in Ruin! 


fence. But Oftert was too haſty, 
and attack'd the Danes before Ella 
could come up. Yet, notwithſtand- 


ing the late Defeat, he advanc'd- in 


hopes of repairing the Loſs, and 


Ivar march'd out to meet him. The 


Battle was as bloody as the former, 


and as fatal to the Eng/i/ ; for Ella 


was ſlain, and his Army entirely 


routed. The Field of Battle was 


call'd Elleſcroft, i. e. Ella's Over- 
throw. 4 

Idar now took Poſſeſſion of all 
Northumberland, having no one to 


oppoſe him. And his Ambition be- 


ing heighten'd by his Succeſs, he 
march'd into Mercia, plundering and 


ravaging as he went without any 
Mercy. But Bathred, King of Mes 
cia, had Time to prepare himſelf, 
and had call'd Ethelred his Brother- 
in-Law to his Aſſiſtance. var was 
advanc'd as far as Nottingham, in 
hopes of coming upon Buthred un- 


awares : But when he was inform'd 


that Ethelred had join'd him, he 
ſtopp'd ſhort, finding his Forces in- 
ferior to thoſe of the Engl. The 
two Armies fac'd one another for 
ſome Time, expecting to engage, 
but at laſt parted without coming to 
Blows, Buthred having bought his 
Peace of the Danes with a Sum of 
Money, and the Fate of a Battle, 


which in all Probability would have 


been deciſive, being equally appre- 
hended by both Sides. | 

Ivar being thus diſappointed in 
his Deſign upon Mercia, leaving 
Hubba his Brother in Northumber- 
land, embark'd with the Flower of 
his Troops, and made a Deſcent 
upon Eaſt-Anglia, where Edmund 
was then King, who being more 
us'd to Devotion than Arms, was 
eaſily overcome, and forc'd to ſave 
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mury mſelf by Flight. He deſign'd to 
Ive a ide himſelf in a Church, but was 
Niſcover'd and brought to Ivar, who 
A pffer'd to leave him in Poſſeſſion of 
RE a//- Anglia, if he would own him 


2 1 
r Ye LM 


Ek 

iaſty, For his Sovereign; which Edmund 
£11: eſuſing, the Conqueror ordered him 
tand co be tied to a Tree, and ſhot at with 
d in Arrows, and then to be beheaded. 
and His Head being afterwards found, 
The vas buried with his Body at a Town 
mer, in Sz el, from him call'd St. EA. 
Ella enund g- Bury; and a great many Mi- 
iely racles in thoſe dark I imes were ſaid 
was to be wrought at his Tomb. 

Thus the Danes became Maſters 


4 © of Northumberland and Eaft- Anglia, 
F all and reſolv'd to puſh their Conqueſts 


e to 4 farther, 1 the End to ſubdue 
be- all England. ith this View Ivar 

he now turn'd his Arms againſt Ve, 
and and reſolv'd to attack Ethelred. He 
any landed his Troops in that Country, 
rand advanced as far as Reading; 
(elf, and Erhelred foreſeeing his Deſign, 
her- march'd that Way with his Army. 
Was A War hereupon enſu'd, and Ezhe/- 
in red within the Space of one Year 


XX fought nine pitch'd Battles with the 
Dau, in ſome of which he was 
3X victorious, in others not, but in all 
gave ſignal Proofs of his Courage 
and Conduct; but unhappily in the 
lat, which was fought near Vitting- 
bam, he receiv'd a mortal Wound, 
of which he died in 872, and in the 
== ixth Year of his Reign. He lies 
buried at Winburn in Dorſesſtirt, with 
this Inſcription on his Tomb: I Hoc 
8 2 Loco quieſcit corpus S. Ethelredi Regis 
= ®Ye/t-Saxonum, Martyris, qui Anno 
Domini 872, 23 Aprilis per manus 
Danorum Paganorum occubuit. 
Thus fell Ethelred, tho' accordin 
to ſome, who call the Truth of this 
Inſcription in Queſtion, he died of 
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the Plague. Be that as it will, he 
had the Misfortune at his Death to 
leave the Danes in the Heart of his 
Kingdom, and likely to become Ma- 
ſters of the Whole, which gave ſuffi- 
cient 'Trouble to the brave Alfred, 
his Brother and Succeſſor. As Erhel- 
red was remarkable for his Valour, . 
he is ſaid to be more ſo for his Piety 
and Devotion. Aer tells us, that 
at the Battle of A/down in Berk/hire, 
in which he was at laſt victorious, 
being at Prayers, he would not ſtir 
till the Service was over, tho' the 
Fight was begun, and the Dares had 
ſome Advantage. All give him the 
Character of a good Prince; and 
tho' he was not in a Condition to 
aſſiſt the Northumbrians againſt the 
Danes, he afterwards made a brave 
Stand againſt them. 

He left ſeveral Children, one of 
whom was Alfred, Great-Grand-Fa- 
ther of Erhelwerd the Hiſtorian; 
but none of them came to the 
Crown, by reaſon of Ethe/avulph's 
Will, which fix'd the Succeſſion on 
his Brother A!7-ed. 

During Ethelred's Reign, the Danes, 
who made cruel Havock wherever 
they came, deftroy'd ſeveral famous 
Monaſteries, as thoſe of Croyland, 
Ely, Peterborough or Medeſhamhed, 
and Coldingham ; of which laſt we 
have the following Story; That the 
Abbeſs, upon the Approach of the 
Danes, prevail'd on the Nuns to cut 
of their Noſes and upper Lips; 
which Expedient ſecur d their Ho- 
nour, as it was deſign'd, but coſt 
them their Lives: For the Soldiers, 
contrary to their Expectation, be- 
holding ſuch monſtrous Viſages, ſet 
Fire to the Monaſtery, and burnt 
them in it. | 
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ALFRED 


BLFRED, the youngeſt 
Son of Ethelabulpb, ſuc- 
ceeded his Brother E- 
| thelred in the Year 872. 
He was born at Wana- 
ting now Wantage in 
Berkfbire, which was then a Royal 
"Manour. The former Part of his 
Reign was full of Troubles from his 
continual Wars with the Dares, and 
In the latter Part of it he enjoy'd the 
utmoſt Peace and Tranquillity. In 
both he diſcover'd himſelf to be a 
Prince of a moſt excellent Character. 
His Juſtice and Equity, and Love to 
his Subjects, were as conſpicuous as 
tis Bravery and Conduct in War. 
He was patient and unſhaken in Ad- 
verſity, calm and moderate in Pro- 
ity, and in both War and Peace 
Weid that he had the Happineſs 
and/Welfare of his People always at 
heart. So that, in whatever Light 
Ewe conſider him, he truly merited 
the Surname of Greer. 
We have already ſeen what Pro- 
the Danes made in their Con- 


queſts after their grand Invaſion un- 
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the Great, 


der Ivar and Hubba, how they had 
ſubdu'd Northumberland and Eaſt- 
Anglia, and were in the Heart of 
Weſſex when Ethelred died; fo that 
Alfred came to the Crown in ve 
troubleſome Times. He had ſcarce 
been a Month on the 'Throne, when 
he was oblig'd to take the Field 
againſt theſe formidable Invaders, 
who were advanc'd as far as Vl. 
ton. Here he engag'd them, and 
tho' Victory ſeem'd at firſt to in- 
cline to his Side, yet he was forc'd 
in the End to leave the Danes Ma- 
ſters of the Field. However, he 
made ſuch Haſte to put his Army in 
a Condition to attac 
Time, that they thought fit to ſue 
for Peace, and offer'd to quit his 
Dominions, provided he would mo- 
leſt them in no other Part of Eng- 
land, which in the preſent Exigency 
he readily conſented to. 
The Danes accordingly marching 
out of Veſſex, turn'd their Arms a- 
gainſt Mercia. Buihred bought them 
off twice more with a Sum of Mo- 
ney, but they notwithſtanding re- 
8 turn d 


them a ſecond 
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ious Kingdom, as they had 
gd themſelves of Nor- 


knew Alfred would diſpute eve- 
round with them, they 


XX were fain to wait for a more fa- 
vourable Opportunity, and ſo en- 
XX ter'd into an Alliance with him, and 
"XX fell to manuring the Lands they had 


poſſeſs'd themſelves of, and which 
they had ſo terribly laid waſte. 


Xo Thus the Eng/i/b and Danes ſhared 


England between them, and Peace 


XX fcm'd to be eſtablith'd. 


But this Calm did not laſt long. 
For in 875, a freſh Body of Danes 


arriv'd in Eaſt-Anglia under their 


General Halfden : And theſe not 
looking upon . themſelves as bound 
by the Treaty between Alfred and 
the other Danes who were ſettled 
here, ſoon after invaded WYe/ex, 
and took by Surprize the ſtron 

Caſtle of M urbam in Dor/ct/hire, — 
wou'd have penetrated farther into 
Weſſex, had not Alfred enter'd into a 
particular Treaty with Ha/fden, by 
which he ſolemnly ſwore never to 
enter his Kingdom again. No doubt 
it colt Alfred dear to bring him to 
this, but not expecting any new In- 
vation, he was not perhaps very well 
prepar'd againſt it. However, Has 
din with his Dancs broke this Oath 
almoſt as ſoon as they took it (which 
was a common Thing with theſe 
People) and advancing to Exeter, laid 
Siege to it. Upon this Alfred con- 


ven'd a General Aſſembly, and in a 


pathetick Spegch exhorted them to 
Vigorous Methods againſt their Ene- 
mies, as there was no other Way of 


dealing with them. The Reſult was, 


Ethat an Army was levy'd, with which 
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tarn'd again, and forcing him at laſt 
es quit his Dominions, (upon which 
he retir'd to Name, where he ended 
his Days,] they became Maſters of 
that ſpac 
before 
RE humberland and Eaſft- Anglia. And 
RET tho" they look d upon Weſſex with 
"XX a greedy Eye, which contain'd now 
1 the other four Kingdoms, yet as 


Alfred engag'd the Danes ſeven 
Times in one Campaign: But as 
Fortune was not always equally fa- 
vourable to him, he enter'd into a 
new Treaty with them, which they 
kept better than the former. 
And now, wzz. in 876, Rollo, the 
famous Daniſh or Norman General, 
with a conſiderable Body of Forces, 
made an Attempt upon England; 
but finding Alfred in a Condition 
to receive him, he ſail'd for the 
Coaſt of France to ſeek his Fortune 
there, where he conquer'd that Part 
of the Country, ſince called Noy- 
mandy. | 
The wiſe A!fred, to prevent theſe 
frequent Invaſions, reſolv'd to fit out 
a Fleet, in order to engage the Danes 
before they came to Land; which 
ſoon had very good Effect: For the 
Engliſh gave chaſe to fix Dams 
Ships, took one of the largeſt, and 
threw the Soldiers and Mariners 
over-board. And ſome Time after, 
the King's Fleet attack'd a Fleet of 
120 Daniſh Tranſports, that were 
making to Shore to land their Men, 
and ſunk the greateſt Part of them. 
The following Year another Danis 
Fleet met with fo violent a Storm, 
that almoſt all their Ships were de- 
ſtroy'd, and thoſe that eſcap'd-pes 
riſhing by the Storm fell into the 
Hands of the Exgiih. | 
But now comes the grand Criſis 
of the Dani/h Affairs in England in 
King A/fred's Time. What with 
the Danes already ſettled here, and 
the Numbers of new Comers, there: 
was not Room tor them all in the 
three antient Kingdoms of the H 
tarchy, they were already poſlelf&'3 
of. Thoſe who were conſtantly. 3 
coming over being uneaſy for. Want 
of a Settlement, and thoſe wha weng 
already ſettled tearing their Country” 
men thro' Envy might endeavour tg 
diſpoilcſs them, the all agreed t 
invade Weſſex in order to make 
themſelves Maſters of that OM 
dom. 
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dom. This was carried on 
with ſuch Secrecy and Expedition, 
that there was on a ſudden a more 
formidable Army of Danes than ever 
was known before, marching towards 
ee, before Alfred could put him- 
felf in a Poſture of Defence. They 
march'd directly to 71 in 
Wilthire, then one of ſtrongeſt 


few Days made themſelves Maſters 
of it. This fo difmay'd the e- 
Saxons, that they fled ſeveral Ways, 
and Alfred was left alone with a few 
of his Domeſticks ; which he diſ- 
miſſing in order the better to ſhift 
for himſelf, was forc'd to betake 
himſelf to a Neatherd's Cottage in 
the e of Athelingey in Somerſet/hire, 
Where he lay conceal'd near fix 
Months both from Friends and Ene- 
mies, till Providence gave a ſudden 
and ſurprizing Turn to his Affairs. 
Hubba, who commanded the Da- 
% Forces in the Abſence of his Bro- 
ther War, who was return'd to Den- 
mark, had enter d Devonſhire with 
his Army. To avoid the firſt Shock 
of their Fury, the Earl of Dewor, 
with a ſmall Number of brave Fel- 
lows, ſhut himſelf up in A7rWwi!th- 


Caf, which Hubba ſoon beſieg'd. 


Here the Earl repreſenting to his 
Men, that they muſt either very 


n fall into the mercileſs Hands 
the Dang, or boldly make them- 
= elves 2 Paſſage thro' the Enemy's 


Amy with their Swords, the brave 
Exif without ftanding to delibe- 
ruſm'd out Sword in Hand upon 
me Danrcs, and by their ſudden and 
furious Attzck put them in the great- 


Welt Diſorder imaginable, and Purſu- 


mgther Advantage before the Ene- 
my could recover from their Sur- 
„ totally diſpers'd them with a 


eee Slaughter, Hubba himſelf be- 


a, and his famous Standard, 


EGFd Ray, or the Rewer, in which 


| me Daze ſuperſtitionſly put great 
clence, being taken. 


„ ig 


8 
66 
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and beſt Cities in Veſex, and in a 


F 


IE hearing of this Victory in 
the Place where he lay conceal'd, 
immediately ſent Word to his Friends, 
and deſir'd them to come and con- 


ſult what was proper to be done. It 
was immediately agreed to draw to 


gether ſmall Bodies of Troops in ſe- 


veral Parts of the Kingdom, who | 


ſhould be ready to join one another 


upon the leaſt Warning. And 4/- 
Fred himſelf, in order to gain an ex- 


act Knowledge of the Enemy's Poſ- 


ture, difguis'd himſelf, and taking a 


Harp in his Hand, as if he had got "Hh 


his Living that Way, enter'd the 
Daniſh Camp, ftay'd there ſome 
Days, and inform'd himſelf of eve- 
ry Thing he wanted to know. This 
done, he return'd to his Friends at 
Athelingey, and fix'd upon Sefwood- 
Fereſt in Somerſerſbire for the general 
Rendezvous. This Affair was ma- 
nag'd wittr ſuch Secrecy and Expe- 
dition, that the King ſoon appear'd 
unexpectedly near the Danes at the 
Head of a numerous Army, and 
falling upon them in the midſt of 
their great Surprize and Conſterna- 
tion, entirely routed them, and cut 
almoſt their whole Army in Pieces. 
The ſew that eſcap'd betook them- 
ſelves to a Caſtle, but were ſoon 
forc'd to ſurrender, upon Condition 
either to turn Chriſtians, or to quit 
the Iſland, never more to return; 
and to give him Hoſtages for the 
Performance of Articles. 'Thoſe.that 
retus'd to be baptized were ſhipp'd 
off, and the others had the Lands in 
Eaft-Anglia aſſign'd them. Among 
the reſt, Guthurm, who ſince the 


Death of Halba commanded the 


Daniſh Army, and. ſeveral of his 
chief Officers were baptiz'd ; Ae 
himſelf, as we are told, ſtanding 
Godfather to Gut, naming kim 
Ethelftan, and mveſjing him with 

the Jitle of Ring of Enft- Anglia. 
Thus the brave 4/%ed, from the 
loweſt Depth of Adverſity, was on 
a ſudden, by a wonderful Change of 
Fortune, 
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* ortune, advanc'd to the higheſt 
ch of Glory and Power. He not 
y regain'd his Kingdom of 7 


þ ; „ but the Sovereignty of all Eng- 


„% the Danes who were ſettled in 
etunberlaud, Mercia and Eaft- 
ielia, ſubmitting and ſwearing Al- 
Fc oiance to him. And even the We/, 
bat is, thoſe of Seuth-HWales, who 
ad been terribly harraſs'd by the 
Dances and fill fear'd the ſame Fate, 
at themſelves under his Protection, 
nnd became his Tributaries. 


However, this calm State of Af- 


fairs did not yet remain without ſome 
conſiderable Interruptions. For ſe- 


veral other Bands of Danes made 
Incurſions, and harraſs d ſeveral Parts 
= of the Country after this, and the 
Danes who were ſettled here, not- 
=E withſtanding their Oath of Allegi- 
= ance, ſometimes join'd them. I ſhall 
not enter upon the Particulars, which 
are but confuſedly related. Let it 
ſußffice to ſay, that Alfred, by his 


Courage and wiſe Management, in 
== guarding the Coaſts with his Fleet, 
= forcing Lozdon out of the Hands of 
the Dares, and fortifying the reſt of 
the Kingdom with Caftles and walled 
Towns, at laſt got rid of his Ene- 
mies, or kept them quiet, effec- 
tually diſcourag'd any new ones from 
8 landing, and paſſed the reſt of his 
X ays in Peace. To conclude his 
military Character, I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that from the Beginning of his 
Reign, to the Time that Peace was 
eſtabliſhed, he is ſaid to have fought 
fifty- ſix Battles with the Dares. I 
ſhall now confider him in his civil 
and moral Capacity, as a wiſe, pi- 
ous, juſt and good King; which will 
appear from his whole Conduct and 
excellent Regulations in Time of 
Peace. | 
As the Laws were very much neg- 
lected, and almoſt forgot, during the 
Wars, his firt Care was to revive 
them : For which Purpoſe he made 
a Collection of the beſt he could 


| 
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38 
find from thoſe of a and Offa, s 
alſo thoſe of Erhelbert, the firſt 
Chriſtian King of Kent, who was 
the firſt that reduc'd the Saxon Laws 
into Writing ; to which he added 
many of his own agreeable to the 
Circumſtances of the Times. Theſe 
Laws were milder than thoſe of la- 
ter Ages, but then Ah took Care 
that they ſhould be ſtrictly executed 
and if they were ſometimes relax'd 
with regard to private Perſons, he 
was always ſevere againſt corrupt 
Magiſtrates ; 'tis ſaid that in one 
Year he caus'd four and forty Judges 
to be executed for perverting Juſtice, 
And to prevent all Injuſtice for the 
future, as far as poſſible, he order'd 
that twelve Men ſhould determine m 
all criminal Caſes, and that the Judges 
ſhould paſs Sentence according to 
their Verdict. So that 'tis to him 
we owe the firſt Inſtitution of Ju- 
ries, a glorious Privilege, which we 
have the Happineſs of enjoying to 
this Day! _.. a 

The better to preſerve Order and 
Regularity, to diſcover and puniſh 
Criminals, and protect the Innocent, 
he divided all England into Shires or 
Counties, the Counties into Hundreds, 
and the Hundreds into Tythings 3 and 
every Inhabitant of the Kingdom was 
oblig'd to belong to ſome Tything, 
otherwiſe to be deem'd a Vagabond 
and an Out-law, and to be treated 
accordingly. 'The Effect of this wile 
Regulation was, that as every Houle- 
holder was made reſponſible for has 
Family, the Tything was anſwerable 
for the Houſholder, the Hundred for 
the ſeveral Tythings, and the Coun- 
ties for the Hundreds. By thele 
Means fuch Quiet, Security and good 
Order were introduc'd, as Englangy 
had never known before. 1 

I ſhall but juſt mention ſomE other 
Things which Alfred did for the 
Good of his Subjects. He revive 
the Saxon Wittenagemot or Allembly= 
of Wile Men, which met generally” 
Or.ec 


Jer of ſome Doubt. 


32 
once a Year, and was the Original 
of our Parliaments, He regulated 
the Militia, the better to prevent 
any future Incurfions of the Danes; 
for which End alſo he kept a nu- 
merous Fleet always in Readineſs to 
put to Sea. He introduc'd Trade 
and Commerce, and caus'd many 
Trading Ships to be built, which he 
let out to the chief Merchants. He 
mightily encourag'd and promoted 
Arts and Sciences, invited over learn- 
ed Men from foreign Countries, and 
gave them Penſio s to inſtruct and 
cultivate his Subjects, was himſelf a 

eat Student, and made a conſidera- 

e Progreſs in Learning: He tranſ- 
lated ſeveral Books, among the reſt, 
Boethius de Conſolatione, with which 
Book he was ſo delighted, that he 
always carried it in his Boſom. As 
a further Inſtance of his great Re- 

rd for the Arts and Sciences, he is 

id to have founded the Univerſity 
of Oxferd, ſince ſo famous through- 
out all Europe: Tho' whether the 
three or four Schools or Colleges which 
Alfred founded were the firſt Origi- 
nal of that Univerſity, remains a 


Joannes 


Scotus, well known in the Repub- 


4 heck of Letters, was one of his firſt 


Day 
| Faid to be 


Frofeffors. He had a great Regard 


for the City of London, took a Pride 
bpeautifying and adorning it, and 
areatly augmented its Privileges. 


fe was a Charitable and pious, 
as well as a learned Prince, and ſo 
well huſbanded his Time as ſcarce 
to let a Moment paſs unimprov'd. 
He appropriated a conſiderable Part 
of his Revenue to charitable U es. 
divided his Time into three 
Parts, allotting eight Hours every 

to Acts of Devotion, (which is 
purſuant to a Vow he had 
made in the e of Athelingey ) eight 


Hours to Affairs of State, and the 


her eight to his Studies, Sleep and 


er neceſiny Refreſhments. As 
"ere were then no Clocks nor Hour- 


Saxon Monarcns. _ M 
Glaſſes in Eng/and, he meaſur'd hi 


Time by Wax-Candles, mark'd with 


circular Lines to diſtinguiſh the 
em from 
the Wind (as Glaſs was then a great 
Rarity here) 'tis ſaid he order'd 
ſome fine white Horn to be ſcrap'd 
till it became tranſparent, and put 
into wooden Frames, and inclos'd a 
And fo Lan- 
herns were the Invention of a King 
I ſhall ſum up 4/7ed's Character 
great Man, to 
this Effect: O Alfred, the Wonder 
« and Aſtoniſhment of all Ages! If 
t we reflect on the devout Part of 
„ him, he ſeems to have liv'd al- 
* ways in a C/oy/ter : If on his Con- 
Exploits in War, one 
« would think he had e his 
I 


Hours ; and to preſerve 


the Candles therein. 


in the Words of a 


« duct and 


« Days in the Camp: on his 
Studies and Writings, one would 


„ conclude the Urige 5 had en- 


« groſs'd him: And laſtly, if we 
* confider his Skill and Prudence 
in the Adminiſtration of Govern- 
« ment, he ſeems to have made 
« Law and Politicks his whole Stu- 
% dy.“ In ſhort, if we view him 
every Way, he was truly an extra- 
ordinary Perſon, and a glorious Pat- 
tern for all Princes. 

He died in the Year goo, the 5 24 
of his Age and 29® of his Reign, 
and was buried at #7nchefler. His 
eldeſt Son Edmund, whom he de- 
ſign'd for his Succeſſor, died before 
him: Edward ſucceeded him; and 
Ethelabard was bred a Scholar at 
Oxford, and was a very learned Man. 
He had alſo ſeveral Daughters. E/- 
ſeda the eldeſt, who was married to 
Ethelred Earl of Mercia, became fa- 
mous in her Brother's Reign: A. 
fewitha was married to Ba/druin, Earl 
of Flanders; and Ethelgitha was Ab- 
beſs of SHH u Nunnery, found- 
ed by her Father, Who alſo built 
two Monaſteries, one at Athelingo 
or 4thcney, and another at I in- 
chefler. | | 
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: HE greateſt Part of this King's 
rg 5 Reign was a Scene of Tron- 
rap d es and Commotions, but he had 
| put .. good Fortune to extricate himſelf 


10 WW of them all, and eftabliſh'd him- 
Lant- if on the Throne as firmly and as 


ing" oriouſly as his Father had done be- 
acter re him. The Danes, who had 
1, to een quiet all the latter Part of 4/- 


s Reign, began, ſoon after his 
Death, to meditate a Revolt from 

is Son, and to entertain Thoughts 
f freeing themſelves from the Fug. 

7 Yoke. And what tended to for- 
© ard their Deſigns, was King Ed, 

4 4 ard's Couſin Ethelavard's Etein 8 
y for the Crown. He was Son to 
rds elder Brother Etbelbert, and 
eing now come of Age was for 
ipputing the Juſtice of Ehekwulph's 
ill, or however pretended, that 
ter the Death of the four Brothers, 
here was no Reaſon the Succeſſion 


Stu- Would continue in the Family of the 
him oungeſt. But meeting with no En- 


ouragement from the Engliſb, who 
emembering the Havpinel they en- 
Bgoy'd under Alfred, were firmly at- 


* 52* Hach'd to his Son, he apply'd him- 
72 elf to the Danes, He began with 
is 


eizing upon Winburn in Dorſetſhire, 
ad there endeavour'd to fortify him- 


elf, ſwearing he wovld either con- 


and uer or die; but King Edward came 

rat pon him fo ſuddenly, that with 
Han. nuch Difficulty he ftole out of the 
EI. Town by Night, and fled to the 
* Danes, who were then up in Arms. 
e fa- 


pon his coming among them, they 


Al- Þ immediately proclaim'd him King 
Earl Hof England, pretending, as they were 
Ab- . polleſs'd of half the Kingdom, they 
und- 1 ad as much Right to make a King, 
built the ?eft-Saxons. 


Theſe Proceedings alarmed King 
award, and made him reſolve to 
ule all his Efforts to put an End to 
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the War, before Gs 2 ſhould 
have rtunity of ſending over 
for * . theis —4——.— He 
march'd directly towards Northum- 
berland at the Head of his Army, 
which daily encreas'd ; and the Danes 
ſurpriz'd at his Expedition, and not 
able to reſiſt him, were forc'd to a- 
bandon their new-made King Ethel- 
ward, and baniſh'him out of their 
Country. King Edward did not 
chaſtiſe them any further at preſent, 
but contented himſelf with repairing 
ſome Fortreſſes in Mercia, m order 
to keep them within narrower Bounds. 

Elfleda, King Edward's Siſter, and 
her Huſband Ethelred, Earl of Mer- 
cia, were of great Service to him at 


this Time, by keeping the Mercian 
Danes in Awe, and hindering the 
WW:1h from coming to their As- 


ſiſtance. 
having had a very painful Labour 
with her firſt Child, a Daughter, Who 
ſurviv'd her, ſhe made a Reſolution, 
and kept it, never to be in the like 
Caſe again. And from that Time 


ſhe devoted herſelf wholly to Arms, 


and gave fignal Proofs of her Valour 
in all her Brother's Wars. 


Ethelward upon his being ford 


to leave the Country went over to 


France, and in a ſhort Time return'd” 


with a powerful Body of Normans, 
landed them in E, and ſoon made 
himſelf Maſter of that Province. 
This encourag'd the Danes of Nor- 
thumberland and Eaſt- Anglia to take 
up Arms again in his Favour, who 
invading Mercia, made terrible Ha- 


vock in that Part of it which was. 


inhabited by the Engl. King Za. 
Tvard not ſuſſ 


bles, had diſpers'd his Troops; but © 
as ſoon as he had got them together, 
he march'd them againſt the Danes, 
and made them pay dear for what 
ÞD they 


33 


"Tis faid of E/feda, that 


ing theſe new Trou- 


44 


3+ 
they had done. He obtain'd ſo ma- 
ny Victories in this War, that the 
anes at laſt deſpair'd of ever being 
able to ſhake off the Engliſb Yoke. 
Ethelward was lain in Battle in the 
Year g9oß, in which Battle (which 
was very obſtinate and bloody on 
both Sides) King Edward loſt many 
of his Nobles, and the Dares their 
King Eolrick; and tho" they con- 
tinu'd the War two Years after, yet 
they were conſtrain'd at laſt to ſue 
for Peace, which they obtain'd on 
Condition they would own Edward 
as their Sovereign, and the Normans 
ſhould return to France. | 

However, three Years after, v2. 
in 910, the War broke out again, 

Edward ſoon beat the Danes in 
two Engagements, took from them 
ſeveral Towns in Mercia, and at laſt 
=o expell'd them out of that 

ingdom. About this Time Ezhel- 
ved Earl of Mercia died, and the 
valiant E/fc4a his Wife having for- 
eify'd the chief Places in Mercia, to 
prevent the Danes ever ſettling there 
again, carried her Arms into Wales, 
and compell'd the Inhabitants to be- 
come her Tributaries. She liv'd not 
long after this ; but died at Tam- 
rorth in the Year 918. 

The War which broke out afreſh 
between the Engliſh and Danes in 
go laſted with ſome Intervals of 
Kelpite twelve Years, in which Time 
a great Number of Battles were 
fought, and the Dares continually loſt 
round, till Edward oblig'd them 
to lay down their Arms, and ac- 
Knowledge him once more as their 
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Sovereign. 
concluded with the Danes, A. D. 


8 2 


* 


After the Peace was 


22, Edward march'd againſt the 
118, who after El/da's Death en- 
deavour'd to free themſelves frem 
the Tribute ſhe had impos'd on 
them. He obtain'd a fhenal Victo- 

, and compell'd the eib King 

ces ap Madoc to ſue for Peace, pro 
miſing to pay the Tribute for the 
future. The Cumberland Britons lil:c- 
wiſe ſubmitted to Edward; and, 1; r Eq 
ſome ſay, the King of Scotland did 
Homage to him for his Kingdom. 

Thus the valiant and victorious 8 

King Edward, having, fubdu'd all Wt 

his 3 and rais'd himſelf to 


the Summit of Power and Reputa- 1 - + My 
tion, was reigning gloriouſly in Peace, a" 4 15. 
when Death put a Period to his Day: erd int 

„ad mak 


in the 25th Year of his Reign, 4 3 
925. So that he enjoy d the Fruits =p 
of his Victories but for a ſhort Time. 9% 4 
He died at Farrington in Berkfhire, | 5 re L e 
and was interr'd at Wincheſter near PH en 
his great Predeceſſor and Father, the * " 
famous King Alfred. © ent He: 
He had by his Concubine Eg. ly 1 
abina, and two Wives, fix Sons and 


Pope. 
nine Daughters. Three of the Sons and ther. 


—_— 


7 


A Theitan was the Son of King 
Eaward by his Concubine Eg- 
anna; but the legitimate Children 
being under Age, he was advanc'd 
49 the Throne with the Conſent of 


 ATHELSTAN. 


were ſucceflively Kings of Erg Me, Gan 
and of his Daughters, ſome were D amy 
married to powerful Princes, and 1255 _ 
others became Nuns, 3 7 } r 
The Univerſity of Cambridge, ac- _ 
cording to ſome, was founded by f 1b 
King Edvard, A. P. 915. But there 3 «i 
are various Opinions about the Ori. ** it, 
gin of this famous Univerſity, ſome 3 
making it much older, and others of 5 y K 
a much later Date. yt Sm 
Athelſtan 
to put h. 
der'd hin 
| ſel withot 
the Clergy and Nobility, being ter I Bd, to. 
in his 3oth Year. His good Quali- findin 8 
ties, ſolid Parts, and princely Edu- ble * 
cation made amends for the Defect don, 1 
of his Birth. His Grandfather 4, ef What 


rei 


e had a Affection for him, 


K ad conferr'd on him the Honour of 
+. WK nighthood, by girding him with 
- Sword, as the Cuſtom then was. 
* re Care of his Education was com- 
; 5 nitted by his Father to Etbelred and 
ie ede, of whom I have already 

rade mention; and by being pre- 


pio ent at all their Councils, and ac- 


the got 
1. MAcompanying them in all their mili- 
. | 55 Helo, he had acquir'd 


reat Skill both in War and Poli- 
Wicks ; and ſo was a Prince exceed- 
igly fit to govern, as afterwards ap- 
rear'd thro' the whole Courſe of his 
ei 
3 owever, ſome of the Nobles, 


Luc. idiking 4e>:/fan's Election, en- 
Davs Wter'd into a Plot to dethrone him, 


ad make Edwin, Edward's eldeſt 


Ann nd 1 
Fruit Megitimate Son, Sing in his Room : 
Time 7% But the Plot was diſcover'd, and A- 


ir, red the chief of the Conſpirators 
near apprehended. He denied his m_ 
che any Hand in it, and perſiſting in aſ- 
9 eerting his Innocence, offer d to 
x. puree himſelf by Oath before the 
5 3 Pope. Atbelſtan ſent him to Rome, 
4 85 and there as ſoon as he had taken 
e, che Oath, it is ſaid, that he fell into 
ig: fainting Fit, which held him three 

er Days, and then he died. Atbelſtan 
a confſcated his Eftate, and gave it to 
Malmſbury Monaſtery. 


4 5 On this Plot hangs a Story, re- 
ener late by Malnſbury, tho he dilbe- 
. 57 lieves it, and owns it is founded only 
en on ſome old Ballads. It js this: 
0 That Prince Edwin being accus'd 


by the King's Cup-bearer of having 
concern'd in the Conſpiracy, 
Athelſtan thinking it not adviſeable 
s put him to Death publickly, or- 
der'd him to be put on board a Veſ- 
ſel without Sails or Rudder, and ex- 
pos'd to the Mercy of the Waves. 


18 hen Edwin proteſted his Innocence, and 
un" WY finding the King his Brother inexora- 
A 5 cl ble, leap'd over-board and was 


of what he had done, and to atone 
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drowned. 4thelftan ſoon repented 


for his Crime, founded the Abbey of 
Middleton in Dorſet/hire, now call'd 
Melton- Abbey, where he order'd 


Prayers to be ſaid Night and Day 


for himſelf, and for his Brother's 
Soul. The falſe Accuſer did not go 
long unpuniſh'd. For one Day wait- 
ing at the King's Table, one of 
Feet happening to ſlip, he woule 
have fallen, if he had not recover'd 
himſelf with the other. Upon which 
he merrily ſaid, See how one Bro- 
ther helps another: Which the King 
overhearing, and taking it as a Re- 
5 or Banter on him for his 
reatment of his Brother, order d 
him immediately to be executed. 
The Danes had been quiet for 
ſome Time; but the Death of Kin 
Edward, and the Conſpiracy of 45 


fred, encourag' d them again to take 


Meaſures for a Revolt. Athelſtan be- 
ing inform'd of this, march'd with 
his Army immediately towards Vor- 
thumberland, and the Danes being 
ſurpriz'd at his ſudden Arrival on 
their Frontiers, return'd to their Al- 
legiance. He not only pardon'd 
their King S:ithrick, but gave him 
his Siſter Editha in Marriage, on 
Condition he would receive Baptiſm. 
And ſo having ſettled Matters in the 
North, he return'd to Ver; but 
Sithrick dying ſoon after, and leavin 
behind him two Sons, Anlaff and 
Godfrid, Athelftan march'd again in- 
to Northumberland, and with ſuch 
Expedition, that thoſe two Princes, 
as well as Reginald, another Danis 
King, had ſcarce Time to eſcape. 
By their haſty Flight, he\had an 
Opportunity of making himſelf Ma- 
ſter of all Northumberland, except 
the Caſtle of York, 

Anlaff fled firſt into Ireland, and 


ſoon- after went over to Scotland, 
and prevail'd on Conſtantine daß | 
WI 


of Scotland to join his Forces 
his, in order to drive Athelſtas out 
of Northumberland, In the mean 
Time, whilſt they were concerting 

D 2 _ Meaſures, 


- 
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36 
Meaſures, and Aula was gone back 
to Ireland to ready the Troops 
he had enge to furniſh, Athelſtan 
was return'd to Ve, ſuſpecting 
nothing of the Matter; and ſoon 
after found himſelf involv'd in a 
War with Howe! King of Wales, 
which was contriv'd by Conflantine, 
to * Athelftan foy'd, whilt 

Ara ſhould invade Nor- 


he anc 
thumberland. But he was diſappoint- 
ed in his Aim; for 4the//tan giving 
Howel Battle, entirely ted him; 


And then marching into Scotland to 


chaſtiſe Conſiantine for aſſiſting the 
Meß, he took ſome of their Towns; 
but Carffartine, to gain Time till 
Aua with the Vi ſhould join 
him, ſaed for Peace, which 4:he//iar: 
granted, being defirous, if poſlible, 
to make him his Friend, and havin 
reſtored to him all the Places he hat 
taken, return'd to Y:/ex. 
Nevertheleſs Conflantine proceed- 
ed in his Deſigns againſt Arhe/fon, 
and Antaff made al 
could to join him, having perſuaded 
the ub, Welh, and Northumbrian 
Danes to enter into the Confederacy. 
They carried on Matters ſo ſecretly, 
that Graff enter'd the Humber with 
a very conſiderable Fleet, and in- 
vaded Northumberland, before Athel- 
Lan knew any Thing of the Deſign. 
-But he was even with them, for as 
_ ſoon as ever he was inform'd of this 
Invaſion, he uſed ſuch Expedition, 
that he came upon the Confederates 
before they were aware. It was not 
long before the two Armies en- 
Pie d at Brunanburgh, and after a 
loody Battle Athelſtan came off vic- 
torious. The Scorch King, fix 114+ 
and W:/ Kings, and twelve Earls 
and General Officers were lain. 
This Victory was chiefly owin 
 Turketul, Athelſtan's Coulin, of 
Wards Abbot of Croy/and. 
A on before this famous Battle 
was fought, 4:/aff diſguis'd himſelf 
like. a hw, as Rang Alfred had 


to 
ter- 


* 


9 
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the Haſte he 


done before him, and went into the 
Englib Camp to obſerve the Poſture 
of the Enemy. A Soldier, however, 

happen'd to know him, but let hin 
depart undiſcover'd ; and as ſoon 2 
he judg'd him ſafe, acquainted At 
ſtan with the Affair, and advis'd him 

to remove his Tent, believing the 
Damyjh Prince had a Deſign againit 3 
that Quarter. The Reafon why he 
did not diſcover the Secret ſooner, 
he told the King, was, becauſe * 
had fermerly given his Military Oat: 


to Anlaff, and therefore could not re. orld. 
felve to betray him. Atbelſtan ad- d on. 
Mot * 


mitted of his Excuſe, and took hi: 
Advice about the Removal of his RR 
Tent; which *twas well he did: 
For the very next Night, 4n/af, | 
with a Body of choſen Men, at- 
tack*d the Eng/ihþ Camp, and ruſh'd 
to the very Place where he had ob- 
ſerv'd the King's Tent: And a Bi- 
ſhop, who had accidentally 
his there, was flain. 1 

After the Battle of Brunanburgh, 7 E 
King Atbelſtan extended his Con- 
queſts into Scotland; and chaſtis d 
the //2/+ for joining in the League 
againſt him, by augmenting ther 
Tribute to 20 Pounds Weight of 


* 


Gold, zoo of Silver, and 25,000 i 
Head of Cattle, and confining them 
beyond the Wye. He kept a ſtricter 
Hand over the Northumbrian Danes, 
and having ſettled Affairs in th: 
North, march'd againſt the Corr:/> Bi 


Britons, took Exc ter, repair'd and be 
fortify'd it, and pent thoſe Briten; 
up beyond the Tamar. $5 

As Athelſtan was a Fried 
to the Monaſteries, the Monks relate 
a great many Miracles in his Fa- 


1 
= 
1 

1 


pitch'd 
11 


Dy his Su 
Sreateſt P 
Se receiv 


A 


nts : 


made for 
Proof of 


orld. 


ade Jul 


His Dom 

Fellent I 
Fed. H 
pe tranſla 


nd took 


mate Sor 
Sold whe 
lle too 
Fracter, v 
and ſtud: 
chis Rei 
tary Act. 
in Prope 
= was mu 


au s. 


No ſc 


Reign, 


par'd fo 
had fled 


your, as they never fail to do con- os * 
cerning their Benefactors. I hey tell ine! % 
us, that at the Word of St. 7ehn of b 8 3 ö 
Beverley, he ſtruck his Sword three 1 Fn Fu 
Yards deep into a ſolid Rock, wi comi 0 
as much Eaſe as if it had been ſo 5 18 
much Butter. They ſay alſo, that * 


having loſt his Sword at the Battle 
2 0¹ 


E Frunarbvrgh, another fell from 
laven, and ſheath'd itſelf in his 


Bo W-1bbard. But enough of theſe Tales. 
erer. is certain however, that Arhelſtan, 
bem ue ſtrip his Hiſtory of the 
on 24 * | mbelliſhments of Miracles, was 24 
114.1. eat and wiſe Prince, that he was 
I hin readed by his Neighbours, beloved 
g the his Subjects, and reſpeted by the 
gainlt Treateſt Princes in Europe, from whom 
iy he e receiv'd many conſiderable Pre- 
oner Ents : And the noble Matches he 
ſe , ade for his Siſters were a further 
O, Proof of his great Reputation in the 
2t „, World. Tho! he was chiefly en- 
„ ad. ag'd in military Affairs, yet he was 
K hi: Pot negligent of civil Concerns. He 
F his ade Fullice to flouriſh throughout 
did: Ris Dominions, and added many ex- 


ellent Laws to thoſe of King A/- 
Fed. He caus'd the Scriptures to 
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well done, employing the moſt learn- 

. om for that 
e. 

e died without Iſſue in 941, be- 
ing the 16th Vear of his Reign, three 
Years after the Victory at Brunan- 

h, and was buried at Malmſbury. 

he romantick Story of Guy Earl 
of Warwick relates to this Reign. 
The Story is this : That when Cole- 
brand, a huge Daniſh Giant, had de- 
fy'd all the Engl, and Athelſtan 


was at a Loſs for a Champion 
to fight him, this Gay retum'd in 
the Nick of Time the Holy 


Land, in the Habit of a Pilgrim; 
and being known to none but the 


+» 


King, acce the Challenge, 
fought and Ee Colebrand nw - 


cheſter ; upon which the Danes yield 
ed, and Guy retir'd to a Hermit's 
Cell, where he ended his Days. 


„ at- 

-aſh'd pe tranſlated into the Saxon Tongue, 
1 ob. nd took particular Care to have it 
a Bi- 

tch'd B 

urg h, E 

Con- 

atis d. D MUND was now the eldeſt 
eague 8 of Edward the Elder's legiti- 
their 4 mate Sons, and was about 18 Years 


old when he came to the Crown. 
Hie too was a Prince of a good Cha- 
ZEracter, was belov'd of his Subjects, 
„and ſtudied their Happineſs ; and in 
= this ReſpeR, as well as in his mili- 
ary Actions and Succeſles, his Reign, 
in Proportion to the Length of it, 
vas much like his Brother A4:hel- 
aus. 


No ſooner had Edmund begun his 


FS 
| *....., =_ 
ei =” 


13 Reign, but the reſtleſs Dares 


Tried a 2 
— F pr'd for a Revolt ; and Anlaſf, Sho 
Pa. had fied to Jreland after his late De- 
con- feat, endeavour'd to regain the Wing 
y tell oY dom of Northumberland. Accord- 
; of ingly being furniſh'd with Troops 


3 wy by Olaus ing of Norway, he once 
With ore enter'd Northumberland, and 
en ſo ! omi before York, the Gates were 

chat pen'd to him; which Example was 
Battle 


ot 


EDMUND I. 


follow d by moſt of the other Towns. 
After he had thus recover'd Ner- 
thumberland, he march'd into Mer- 
cia, and by the Aſſiſtance of his 
Countrymen got Poſſeſſion of ſeve- 
ral Places which Edward had taken 
from them. 

King Edmund, tho“ ſo young, not 
intimidated at the Enemy's Pro- 
greſs, drew his Forces together, and 
march'd reſolutely towards the Nortb: 
And Anl/aff hearing that Edmund was 
advancing to give him Battle, drew 
towards him with the ſame Deſign. 

72 


The two Armies engag'd near 
ter, but with doubtful Succeſs, and 
were preparing to renew the Fight 
by the next Morning; but the Arch- 
biſhops of Canterbury and York, who 
were in the two Armies, labour'd fo 
hard for a Peace, that a Treaty was 
concluded by Break of Day, by 
which Edmund deliver'd up to the 
D 3 Danes 
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Danes all the Country North of 
Watling-/treet, which divided Eng- 
bard oft into two equal Parts, 
ranning from North-Wale to the 
Sea on the South of Kent. King 
Edmund did not at all like this 
Treaty, but was forc'd to comply 
by his Nobles that were in the Ar- 
my: However, an Affair ſoon hap- 

n'd which ended much more to 

is Satisfaction. 

Anlaff had laid heavy Taxes on 
his People, in order to pay off the 
Debt he had contracted with the 
King of Norway for the Forces he 
had lent him. This made his Sub- 
jects fo uneaſy, that the Deirans ſoon 
revolted, and ſet up Reginald, An- 
is Couſin, for their King. Ed- 
mund taking Advantage of the Quar- 
rel between the two Kings, march'd 
at the Head of his Army towards 
the North. He contented himſelf at 
this Time with making Peace be- 
tween them, and obliging both An- 
laff and Reginald to ſwear Allegi- 
ance to him, and be baptiz'd. 

Edmund was hardly return'd to 
Weſſex, when the two ungrateful 
Kings with one Conſent took up 
Arms in order to ſhake off the Eng- 
3 Yoke, and in this Cauſe were 
likewiſe embark' d the Mercian Danes 
and the King of Cumberland. As 
ſoon as Edmund had Intelligence of 
theſe Proceedings, he march'd into 
Mercia, and took Leiceſter, Stafford, 
Darby, Nottingham, and ſome other 
Towns from the Dancs, before the 
Northumbrians could join them; and 
then advancing with the utmoſt Ex- 
pedition into Northumberland, put 
the Danes there in ſo terrible a Con- 
ſternation, that the two Kings, who 
had not yet drawn their Forces toge- 
ther, made the beſt of their Way, 

and fled out of the Iſland. The 
Danes upon this threw down their 
Arms, and ſwore Allegiance to Ed. 
muw:id., This done, he march'd into 
Cumberland, and having ſoon ſubdu'd 


that little Kingdom, he gave it to 
the King of Scotland, to fix him the 
more firmly to his Intereſt. He re. 
ſerv'd indeed the Sovereignty of it 


to himſelf, and oblig'd the Sco:c) H 
King to do him Homage for it, and 1 # t 
to appear at the EnghÞ Court, if Rn ſever: 
ſummoned, on all ſolemn Feſtivals. Wnoaly 1 
King Edmund having thus ſubdu'd ing. e 
his Enemies, and e himſelf fa- Trouble 


mous for his Valour and great Sue. ency, 
ceſſes, both at home and abroad, Wwvantage 
would doubtleſs have render'd his Title, 
People happy in Peace, if he had night | 
not been ſuddenly taken off by a vio- deceſſo: 
lent Death, juſt as he was beginning Thus 
to enjoy the Fruits of his Victories. Reign, 
As he was celebrating the Feſtival other 
of the Converſion of the Saxons at Strengt 
Pucklekirk in Glouceſterſhire, one Leolf and the 
a notorious Robber, who had been might 
baniſh'd for his Crimes, impudently A = Attack, 
came and ſeated himſelf in the Hall This t 
where the King was at Dinner. Ed- Wand the 
mund provok'd at his Inſolence, or- they g: 
der'd him to be ſeiz d; but obſer- ln & 
ving he was drawing his Dagger to Daner 
defend himſelf, the King ſtarted up ed, fo 
in a great Rage, and taking hold of their 
him by the Hair, dragg'd him out Heart 


Enemy 


of the Hall: And whilſt he was 


wholly engag'd in venting his Paſ- They 
ſion, the infamous Leo/f ſtabb'd him left, b 
to the Heart with his Dagger, ſo Terms 
that he fell dead on the Spot, in the niſh'd 
8th Year of his Reign, 4. D. 948. the Re 
leaving behind him two Sons, E. WR {and i 
wy, and Edgar, by Elgiva his Wife. But he 
He was buried at G/aftenbury, where a NVorths 
Dunſtan was then Abbot. 2 with E 
Some of this King's Laws are (till lated 1 
in being, which ſhew how much he But 
regarded the Good of his Subjects. a quiet : 
Among the reſt he order'd, that in "oy turn'd 
Gangs of Robbers, the oldeſt of Lain, 
them ſhould be hang d: Which was | made i 
the firſt Law in England that pu- molt 
niſh'd Robbery with Death, the Pu if he! 
niſhment before being only pecu- o tyra 
niary. ſion' d | 
gainſt 


EDRED. 


HE Danes, ever uneaſy under 


„ and the Engl; Yoke, tho' quell'd 
irt, if n ſeveral preceding Reigns, yet com- 
vals. nonly upon the Acceſſion of a new 
bdu'd King, endeavour'd, by raiſing freſh 
If fa- MT roubles, to aſſert their Indepen- 


4 =. cy, thinking to make great Ad- 
ricle, or hoping the new Monarch 


e had might not prove equal to his Pre- 
a vio- deceſſors in Courage and Conduct. 
inning Thus at the Beginning of Edred's 
tories, Reign, they thought they had an- 
eſtival other Opportunity of trying their 
ons at Strength, as the King was young, 
> Leolf and they hop'd unexperienc'd, and 
| been might be confounded by any ſudden 
dently Attack, which he little expected. 
> Hall This therefore they refoly'd upon, 
| Ed. and the better to effect their Deſigns, 
e, or- they gain'd over to their Side Mal- 


aan King of Scotland. But the 
l 1 Danes were again greatly diſappoint- 
ed, for Eared being inform'd of 
cheir Deſigns, was got into the 
Heart of Northumberland, beſore the 
Enemy was prepar'd to reſiſt him. 
They had therefore no other Way 
leſt, but to ſue for Peace on any 
Terms. Eared having fin'd or pu- 
nich'd ſome of the chief Authors of 
che Revolt, march'd towards Scot- 
and in order to chaſtiſe Malcolm. 
ife. But he hearing what had paſs'd in 
== Northumberland, ſtruck up a Peace 
with Edred, and paid him the ſtipu- 
lated Homage. 
But the Danes could not yet be 
quiet: For ſoon after Edred was re- 
turn'd to Veſex, they revolted a- 
gain, and call'd home 4n/af, who 
made ſuch a P 8, that it was al- 
moſt impoſſible to have reſiſted him, 
if he had not treated his Subjects in 
ſo tyrannical a Manner, that it occa- 
ſion'd a ſtrong Party to be form'd a- 
gainſt him: So that he was once 
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EDRED. — 


more oblig'd to retire to Veland, 
and one Eric was made King in his 
Room. But many of the Northum- 
brians ftill adhering to Fnlaff, their 
Country was divided into two Fac- 
tions, who aim'd at each other's De- 
ſtruction. This gave Edd ſuch an 
Advantage, as ended in the entire 
Reduction of Northumberland. For 
he march'd at the Head of his Ar- 
my with all Expedition into the 
North, whilſt Thi were in 
Confuſion, made a terrible Slaughter 
among the Rebels, and laid waſte 
the Country for ſeveral Miles: Erie, 
upon his Approach, fled into Scoe- 
land, and the Northumbrians had no- 
thing to do but to caſt themſelves 
upon Eared's Mercy, which they did 
with ſuch ſolemn Oaths and Pro- 
teſtations of future Fidelity, that he 
being of a generous Diſpoſition, was 


mov'd with Compaſhon towards 
them, and replac'd Eric on the 
Throne, only impoſing a Tribute 


on him, and making him ſwear Al- 
legiance to him, But the treache- 
rous and perfidious Danes, notwith- 
ſtanding this Act of Clemency in 
the King, laid an Ambuſh for him 
in the Way, as he was returning in 
a careleſs Manner towards ex, 
and fell WY on his Rear, which 
put them in ſo great a Diſorder, 
that if it had not been for the Cou- 
rage, Reſolution and good Conduct 
of the King, his Army had been all 
cut in Pieces. Exaſperated to the 
laſt Degree at their Treachery, he 


march'd back to Northumberland, re. 


ſolving to puniſh them without Mer- 

CY. His eturn threw them into 

ſuch a Panick, that in the moſt 
humble and abjet Manner they im- 
plor'd his Pardon, on what 'Terms 
he ſhould be pleas'd to impoſe; and 
being conſcious that he had Reaſon 
D 4 | to 


4 
to queſtion their Sin , to con- 
vince him of it, renounc'd their Al- 

to Eric, and put Amac, An- 
s Son to Death, as the chief 
Authors of their late perfidious Be- 
Hhaviour. By theſe Means Edred was 


pacthed: Nevertheleſs he gariſon'd 
all their Towns with Engl Sol- 
diers, diveſted Northumberland of its 


Royalty, and reduc'd it to a Pro- 
vince, making Earl O/#/f, an Eng- 
Aman, the firſt Governour. 
Eau, now abſolute Lord of all 
E land govern'd his Kingdom in 
+ cm Tranquillity, and turn'd his 
houghts wholly to Religion, where- 
in he was implicitly directed by Dun- 
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not prefer'd him to the Saints of il 
the firſt Rank, and even to the 
Apoſtles proclaim'd every where 
that Miracles were wrought in his ll 
Favour, and that he was often 
honour'd with divine Revelations : 
And if Exred had liv'd much long- 4 ÞS 


FI 
— 
3 


er, Dunſtan and the Monks would as ſent t 
in all Probability have carried all ich the 
before them. Beſides Glaſtenburyõ, hf rejoici 
this King alſo rebuilt Croy/and and r his 8 


Abington Monaſteries, which laſt was 4 F 
founded by Ina. 
Edred died in the tenth Year of 1 q 
his Reign, and was buried at Vin- 1 
cheſter ; tho* ſome ſay he reign'd 1 


ſome, that he obtain'd the Surname 
of Pancalus, or The Fair. His Cha- 
racter is very differently repreſented. 
The Monks make him a very vici- 
ous and — Prince; but little 
Credit is to ven to what they 
write: For as — were Saints, who 
were Friends to them, who built 


ſow'd large Donations upon them; 
ſo all were Devils in their Account, 
who were their Enemies, or oppos'd 


any of their exorbitant Incroach- 


1 


and endow'd Monaſteries, or be- 


but ſeven Years, and died in 955. 
fron, Abbot of Glaſtenbury, who had He was tae youngeſt Son of Edward 
17 the Aſcendant over the Elder, and left two Sons, who | 4 oY guilty th 
e him his Treaſurer, did not ſucceed him; but Edwy, Son not at 
by his Advice he rebuilt Gl/aftenbury to Edmund, his elder Brother, was af- 3 ever it | 
Church and Mo ve all man- ter him placed on the Throne. } what it“ 
ner of Indulgence to che Monks, ad- In one of Edred's Charters, if they the Mor 
mitting them into the Church Liv- are genuine, he ſtiles himſelf Monarch follows. 
ngs, and ſometimes humbled him- of Albion, and in another King 7 = Hew 
ſelf fo low as even to receive Diſ- Great Britain; as Edgar did after 4 1 than he 
cipline < ſcourging at Danffan's him. But this Title was diſus'd | an Accc 
ds. 'The Monks i in their Turn their Succeſſors, till the Reign of King he 
were not un Ser to Dunſtan for James I. Han ref 
his good O they ena d if | 3 : 2 
3 (J. 

— — for puſ 
for fea 
E D Y. high d 
| and an 
HIS Prince was but 14 Years ments. This was the Caſe of poor the Me 
old when he came to the Zdwy, and therefore the Monks ſo that 
Crown, and was fo remarkably hand- could not blacken him ſpoke 


thought the 
too much. 1 They ſay, that on the 
very Day of his Coronation, he 
withdrew from his Nobles to the 
8 of his Miſtreſs, who was 
ife to one of his Courtiers, and 
that Dunſtan alone had the Courage 
to go and reprimand him, and with 
much Difficulty brought him away. 
And ſome, to put the Matter in a 
yet worle Light, ſay that he kept 
the Mother, as well as the Daugh- WW 
ter, whoſe Name was El/giva, and 
that he was between them on the 
Bed, Wh 


profane 


* — 
of the 
and thi 
this a 
as if 
Dang 
moſt 

Thoſe 
et O. 
fore t 
which 


Prieſt 


2 

WW 
Tt of 4 

8 £ 


| when Dunſtan went to feteh 
0 the \ m. But we need only give 0 
where WE tance of the Spirit of the Monks, 
in his WS bew how little they are to be be- 
often Md. They fay, that Edeuy's Soul, 
tions : Mer his Death, was dragg'd to Hell 
long. a Legion of Devils, one of whom 
would as ſent to Dunſtan to acquaint him 
2d all Mich the good News; who inſtead 
rbury, r rejoicing at it, pray d ſo earneſt! 
4 and r his Soul, that God ſnatch'd it 
ſt was om the Devils, and tranſlated it to 


5 


Paradiſe. Whatever there may be 
In the Story of Edwy's Amours, tis 
„ Plain, he might have had Miſtreſſes 

* ithout all his Noiſe, if he had 
been a Friend to the Monks; for 
nis Brother Edgar was much more 
*ZEÞuilty this Way, and yet they were 
Wot at all diſpleas'd with him. How- 
ever it be, Edwy found to his Coſt, 


r roman nn 
He was no ſooner on the Throne, 
chan he commanded Dunſtan to give 
an Account of the Money the late 
XX King had intruſted him with. Dun- 
ſtan refus'd to obey, alledging the 
Money had been expended for pious 


«1 a = 


%. The King's Council were not 

— for puſhing this Affair any farther, 
for fear of the People, who had a 
high Notion of Dunſtan's Sanctity, 
and an extravagant Veneration for 

00% the Monks and their Religious Houſes, 
nks ſo that they branded every one who 
him RX ſpoke againſt them as impious and 
the Prefane. However, to mortify the 
he Abbot, the Monks were turn'd out 
the of the Benefices they had invaded, 
was and the Secular Prieſts reſtor d. Upon 
and this a hideous Clamour was rais'd, 
age as if Religion was never in ſo great 
vith Danger, and the Monks vented the 
ay. moſt bitter Invectives imaginable. 
n a Thoſe of Malm/bury made the great- 
ept eſt Outcry of all, and were there- 
zh- fore turn d out of their Monaſtery, 
nd which was given to the Secular 


Priefts, William of Malmfoury, who 
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4 
was of this Houſe, ſays, that after 
U. had been in the Poſſeſſion of Monks 
for 270 Tears, it was made a Stable 
7 Clerks, Dunſtan, who was ſup- 
e chief Author of 
theſe Clamours, was baniſh'd, or as 
ſome ſay, voluntarily retir'd to 2 
Monaſtery in Flanders. 
And now the Monks with all their 
Might cried down the Government 
of the young King, and repreſented 
him as the moſt impious of Men. 
[T his ſoon occaſion'd an Inſurrection 
in Mercia, and Edgar the King's 
Brother headed the Revolters, and 
having ſecur'd that Part of the 
Country, he march'd into Northunt- 
berland and Eaft- Anglia, where the 
Danes, always glad of any Diſtur- 
bance among the Exgliſb, readily 
join'd him. Edwy was unprepar'd 


' pos'd to be 


\ what it was to have ſuch Enemies as | to quell this Rebellion, not imagin- 
the Monks, as will appear by what 


ing it was in the Power of the Monks 
to do fo much Miſchief, and know- 
ing that neither the People nor his 
Brother had any juſt Cauſe of Com- 
laint. And ſo the Event was, that 
e could only keep We/ex, which 
preſerv'd its Fidelity to him, and 
was forc'd to deliver up all the reſt, 
of which Edgar was at length cho- 
ſen the Head, with the Title of 
King of Mercia. Edwy did not long 
ſurvive this Partition : For bein 
vex'd at his being depriv'd of fo 
great a Part of his Dominions, and 
that the Monks had thus got the 
better of him, he fell into a deep 
Melancholy, which put an End to 
his Life, after he had reign'd a little 
above four Years. He was buried 
at Wincheſter. Notwithſtanding the - 
Calumnies and malicious Mifrepre- 
ſentations of the Monks, there are 
other Hiſtorians who give him a 
ood Character, ſaying the Nation 
ouriſh'd under his Government, 
and ſeeming to lament his living no 
longer, particularly Huntingdon, who 
was no Party in the Quarrel. 
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DGAR, the other Son of Ed. 
mund, was King of one Part 
of England, as has been already 


mention'd, before his Brother Eawy 


died, and after his Death he ſuc- 
ceeded to the Whole. This was in 
959, when he was no more than 
16 Years old. His Reign was one 
continued Calm, without any Wars 
or Commotions, whence he had the 
Surname of Peaceablc. This unin- 
terrupted Peace was chiefly owing to 
his vaſt Preparations both by Sea 
and Land, fo that none dar'd to at- 
mck him. He always kept a large 
MKanding Army in the North to awe 
the Dares, and had a prodigious Fleet 
at Sea, diſtributed in all the Ports, 
and cruiſing continually round the 
Iſland. ' By theſe Means he kept all 
—— at home, and prevented any 

raſion from abroad; and without 
ſtriking a Stroke, oblig'd the Kings 


of Wajes, treland, and the Jie of 


Man, to acknowledge him for their 
Sovereign. And tis even ſaid, that 
keeping his Court at Cheſter, and 
a Mind to viſit the Monaſte- 
ry of St. John Bapifh he was row'd 
down the River Dee by eight Kings, 


is Vaſlals, he himſelf fitting at the 
Helm. 


There was another Circum- 
— alſo which tended to keep 
Things quiet duri all Eagar's 
Reign; — that * fr get 
great Patron and Protector of the 

onks : For as the common People 
were generally very ſuperſtitiouſly 
devoted to their Intereſt, the Party 
that ſided with the Monks was by far 


the ſtrongeſt, and twas too much 


in their Power to preſerve Peace, or 
create Diſturbances and raiſe Rebel- 
lions, juſt as they had a Mind. 
Edgar's Character is variouſly re- 
preſented by Hiſtorians. 'The Monk- 


uh Writers are extravagant in ſetting 
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EDGAR. 


his Advice he made Ofew 


the 


forth his Praiſes, and no Wonder, ew 
conſidering how much he did o 9 
their er. He recali'd Du://: 
from Baniſhment, made him Bithoy 
of Worceſter, and afterwards Arch. 
biſhop of Canterbury; and gave him. 
ſelf up intirely to his Direction. By 
ald Biſhop 
of Worcefter, after Dunſtan's Tran. 
lation to Canterbury, and Ethelwo!i 
NP: of Wincheſter : Theſe were 
Monks, and faſt Friends to Dun/tan; 
and theſe three Prelates, by holding 
together, intirely govern'd the Church 
during Edgar's Reign. The Conſe-. 
quence of this was, that the Secu 
lar Prieſts were expell'd the Mona- 
ſteries, and the Re put in their 
Room: Theſe latter were alſo again 
ut in Poſſeſſion of the Eeclefiaffica F< 
nefices, and the Seculars ejected. 1 
The Secular Clergy were indecd 
very corrupt in their Morals, but 
the chief Offence was their marry- 
ing. Beſides theſe Favours, Which 
Edgar with a high Hand conferr- d 
on the Monks, he is ſaid to have / 
founded forty Monaſteries, and to 
have repair'd and beautify d many 
more; and was ſo very liberal in hi- 
Donations, that *twas ſcarce poſſible 
for him to do more for the Monks 
than he did. No Wonder then, if 
he was honour'd with the Title f 
Saint after his Death. 1 
Others make Edgar a very wicked 
Man, and repreſent him as one of 
vileſt of Princes. But the moſt 
candid and impartial Writers ſay, 5 
there was a great Mixture of good 
and bad Qualities in him, and that WR 
if cy conſider him only in his poli- 
tical Capacity, he was truly a great 
King. — of his Actions which 
merit Praife I ſhall here ſet down. 
He contriv'd a good Expedient to 
clear the Country of Wolves, which 
were 


"SI 


4 Were ſo 


- Yudges 
End he 
hro' ſome Part of his Dominions, 
in o hear the Complaints of his Sub- 
ects againſt theſe pernicious Ver- 
nin; and made a Law, that every 
Judge convicted of having given an 
unjuſt Sentence, ſhould be fin'd, if 
e did it ignorantly ; but if know- 
A Eangly, ſhould be diſmiſs'd from his 
ofce for er. — 

=X Tf we conſider ſome Actions of 
inother Kind, ſuch as a bloody Exe- 
cution, done by his Order in the 
„ ee Thanct, upon a very light 
=X Occahon, and his criminal Amours, 
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3 bie Havock among 
| | 7 Herds. 
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n to 
ey brought him by ſuch a Time a | 
rtain Number of Wolves Tongues, | but reflefting more ſeriouſly on the 
+ Diſhonour he deſign'd his Hoſt, and 
rgave the 


Ine left in the Country. 
*Sver took Care to free the Nation 
Y Pom a Sort of Creatures worſe than 


then very numerous, and made 
the Flocks ; 
Inſtead of the Tribute 


Gold, Silver, and Cattle paid 


= by the Mehl, he order d them, 


961, to bring him every Vear 
Wolves Heads; and publiſh'd 
paghout England a general Par- 


all Criminals, on Condition 


Proportion to their ſeveral Crimes. 
Conſequence of this, the Wolves 


He more- 


olves, 1 mean corrupt and unjuſt 
and Magiſtrates. To this 


every Year took a 


ve may judge that the Monks, who 
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Houſe near 4ndover, he fell { paſ- 


ee — —— — ropanc 


have been fo laviſh in his Praiſes, 


would have given him no better 


| | Quarter than they did his Brother 


Edwy, if he had not been fo faſt a 
Friend to them. His firſt Miſtreſs 
was a Nun, whom he took by Force 
out of a Convent, by whom he ad 
a Daughter. His fecond Miſtreſs, 
whom ſome call his Wife, was E“. 


Laa the Fair, by whom he had 


Prince Edward, who ſucceeded him. 


His third Miſtreſs was put upon him 


inſtead of another whom he deſired : 
For accidentally lodging in a Lord's 


I 


„ 
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ted and deſtroy d, that Trick, and kept her as his Miſtreſs 
three Years End there was not till he married. 


N 
in Love with his Daughter 
ght, that he order d her to 

t to his Bed without trou - 


Kang 
at firſt Si 
be brou 


bling himſelf to gain her Conſent. 


The Mother hereupon artfully pre- 
vail'd upon one of her Waiting 
Women to go to the King's Bed in 
ſtead of her Daughter. In the Morn- 


* 


ing when the Cheat was diſcover d, 


| 


he was at firlt very much provok d; 


likins the Girl, he fo 


I ſhall conclude with the Story 
of Edgar”s Marriage. Hearing that 
Ordgar Farl of Devonſhire had a 
Daughter named E/frida, eſteem'd 
the greateſt Beauty in England, he 
was reſolv'd to make her his Wife, 
if ſhe anſwer'd the Deſcription, and 
ſent Earl Ethelwold his Favourite to 
bring him an Account. He went 
to Ge Earl of Devon's, and upon 
ſeeing the young Lady fell fo deſpe- 
rately in Love with her, that quite 
ne lecting his Maſter, he demanded 
and obtain'd her for himſelf, and 
was privately married to her. At 
his Return to Court, he miſrepre- 
ſented her to the King, telling him 
there was nothing extraordinary in 
her, and that the common Report 
of her Beauty was falfe. This had 
ſuch Weight with the King, that he 
quite lajd aſide his Deſign of mar- 
Trying her. Ethelwold perceiving the 
King quite cool on the Matter, one 
Day repreſented to him, that tho” 
Elfrida was not fit for a King, yet 
ſhe was ſo great a Fortune, that 
would be the making of any Subje& 


to marry her, and ſo got the King's” 


Leave to make her his Wife: U 
which he return'd, and ſolemniz d 
his Marriage publickly. Edgar how- 
ever at length ſuſpected ſome Trea- 


chery, which Suſpicion was con- 
firmed by her Huſband's keeping 


her at his Country Seat, and never 


* 


Fay 


bringing 


| 
' 


Fi Kön 
bringing her to Court: And Ethel- 
evold did not want Enemies, who 
told the King the whole Truth. 
Upon this he reſoly'd to ſee her 
himſelf, and going into thoſe Parts 
| where Ethe/wol/d kept her, upon 
W ſome Pretence or other, when he 
| was near the Place, he told him he 
had a Mind to ſee his Wife. Erbel- 
«weld was quite confounded at this, 
but could not prevent it. As ſoon 
as the King ſaw her, he found how 
he had been impos'd upon; he was 
quite enamour'd with her Beauty, and 
refolv'd to be reveng'd on the perfi- 


VIONARCHS. 


Frida, by whom he left one Son, 


"IS 


dious Earl. Soon after E:-/v.// 
was found murder'd in a Wood ll 


and ſome ſay the King took hin 2 2 
there under Pretence of Hunting — of 
4 iracle ſe 


and kill'd him with his own Hand, 
However that be, no Inquiry wall | 

made after the Murderers, and E. 
ger ſhortly. after was married to E/. 


Ethelred, who ſucceeded his Brother 
Edward. 2 
Edgar rei 


'd about 16 Years a1. t 


Aux Security which Edgar en- 
ing by the Monks, laſted no longer 
than h 


ter Edzy's Death. He died in 9755 | ban w. 

the 32d Year of his Age; and wa ee Wo: 

buried at Glaftenbury. I F Wend 

F x2 | ain it 

— 3 | Monks: ] 

4 dqebatir 

ED WAR D the Younger, or the Martyr. c the R. 

1 5 al 

gar's eldeſt Son, now about 14 Year: 3 N 

joy'd by Means of his govern- old; and the oppoſite Party, pre. i his C 
tending Edward's Mother was never ne only 

is Reign. Many of the No- lawfully married to Edgar, were for Way. A 


' bles and great Men were all along 
uneaſy at the King's unbounded Par- 


5 tiality in their Favour, and the Eyes 


of many more began to be opened, 
and to behold with CERES the 
Power of the Monks, and the great 
Wealth that was heaped upon them : 
And they thought they had now an 
Opportunity, upon Eagar's Deceaſe, 
E to check their Incroachments, and 

reduce them to their primitive State. 
Hlßer, Duke of Mercia, ſtruck the 
firit Stroke, by turning the Monks 
out of all the Benefices in his Pro- 
vince, and reſtoring the Secular 
Prieſts ; and ſome other Lords fol- 
lowed his Example in other Places. 
But the Duke of Eaſt-Arglia, and 


= ſeveral other great Men, were firmly 


attach'd to Dunſtan and his Party. 
The Nobles were even upon the 
Point of coming to Blows in their 
Conteſts about the Monks, and the 
Breach ſtill grew wider when they 
came to debate about the Succeſſion 
to the Crown. The Monks and 
their Party were for Edward, Ed 


Ethelred, who was about eight Year 


of Age, and whoſe Mother Zia ces: T 
was living. The true Reaſon was, that vile Co 
he was under her Government, and hey ſay 
2 know ſhe was no Friend to the WW» fro: 
onks. | | ee preſe: 
In the mean Time, Dunſtan fear- En 
ing to be out-voted, taking Advan- d little 
tage of the Favour of the People, to a tra; 
who had. an high Opinion of his collowin 
Sanctity, riſes on a ſudden, and leads x Day re! 
Prince Edward by the Hand towards came ne 
the Church, follow'd by the other Parbect 
Biſhops and a great Crowd; and Step-M 
being come there anoints him King. Z:helre, 
The Nobles murmur'd at this, but his Co: 
ſeeing he had the People to back Elfrida 
him, were forc'd to acquieſce. Nat the 
Dunſtan immediately aſſum'd the and pr 


Regency, and labour'd all he could 
to keep the Monks in the Benefices ; WW 
but met with great Oppoſition, and 
perhaps all his Endeavours would 
have fail'd, if by. Means of pre- 
tended Miracles he had not made 
the People believe that Heaven ap- 
pear'd in his Favour, He conven d 

7 ſeveral 


Councils on this Affair, and 
all of them the Monks were in 
9 of loſing their Cauſe; but a 
\ tcle ſet all to rights again. In 
of theſe Councils a Crucifix ut- 
d aloud theſe Words, It ſban't be 
it ſhan't be ſo: You have judg'd 
1 hitherto, and it would be wrong 
1 change. But the People _ 
1d, that all this was Artifice, an 
t a Man was plac'd behind the 
„ n, who thro' a Trunk ſpoke 
eſe Words; another Council was 
4 Wonven'd at Calne in Wiliſbire, where 
ain it was like to go againſt the 
— Monks: But whilſt they 
"FF debating on both Sides 


warm- 
e Floor 
Sf the Room where they fate broke 
on, and kill'd ſome and bruis'd 
pthers. Dunſtan alone remain'd ſafe 
i his Chair, which was plac'd on 
ie only Beam that did not give 


re for 4 ay. After this Accident the Monks 
Y ears "Frere left unmoleſted in their Bene- 
+42 ces: Tho' ſome will have it to be 
that W vile Contrivance, becauſe the King, 


ey ſay, was prevented by Dun- 

an from being there, who us'd to 
ee preſent at all ſuch Aſſemblies. 

" RX King Edward, after he had reign- 

ed little more than three Years, came 


ople, eo a tragical End, in 979, after the 
F his following Manner. As he was one 
leads | Day returning from Hunting, and 
5 eame near Corfſe-Caſtle, in the e of 


SP. beck in Dorſet/hire, where his 
= Step-Mother E/fida and her Son 
BE £:h:lred reſided, he rode off from 
his Company to give her a Viſit. 
= £//-i4a being inform'd the King was 
at the Gate, ran to receive him, 
and preſs'd him to alight. As he 


* 
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45 
only deſign'd to pay his Ref to 
kb s ho {s'd by ba For a 
a Glaſs of Wine to drink her Health ; 
which being brought to him as he fate 
on his Horſe, the innocent King no 
ſooner lifted the Glaſs to his Mouth, 
but a Villam, at the private Inſtiga- 
tion of the crue] Queen, ſtabb'd him 
in the Back with a Dagger. Some 
ſay he fell from his Horte, and was 
inſtantly diſpatch'd by the ſame Ruf- 
fian: Others, that finding himſelf 
wounded, he ſet Spurs to his Horſe, 
and rode till he was out of Sight ; 
but fainting thro* Loſs of Blood, he 
fell at laſt, and his Foot hanging in 
the Stirrup, he was ___ a great 
Way thro' Fields and Woods, till 
his Horſe ſtopp'd at a poor blind 
Woman's Door. His dead Body 
was afterwards found, and carried to 
Warham, and from thence remov'd 


to Shaftjoury Monaſtery, where many 


Miracles were faid to be wrought 
at his Tomb, as was commonly the 
Caſe with thoſe who were in the 
good Graces of the Monks; on 
which Account alone it muſt be that 
King Edward was honour'd with 
the Title not only of Saint but 
Martyr. 

Elfrida, to atone for her Crime, 
built a Nunnery at Ambreſbury in 
Wilthhire, and another at Whorwelft 
near Andover ; in which laſt ſhe ſhut 
herſelf up to do Penance as long as 
ſhe liv'd, and is ſaid often to have 
cover'd herſelf all over with little 
Croſſes, to keep off the Devil, whom 
ſhe had Reaſon enough to be a- 
fraid of. 


: 1 Prince being now the 
. only one that was left of the 
Royal Family, Dun/fian could not 
gefuſe to crown him, how much ſo- 


- 
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ever he was againſt it; tho' at the 
ſame Time, if we may believe ſome 
Writers, he foretold the Calamities 
the Nation would be expog'd to 
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46 
during his Reign. He was now a- 
bout 12 Years old, and the People 
flatter'd themſelves ſhould be 
very happy under his Government: 
But = ſoon 3 themſelves diſ- 
appointed; haps no Rei 
N ever fuller of Troubles from 
Beginning to the End of it, than 
that of Erhelred's, who ſhew'd him- 
felf throughout to be an exceeding 
weak, impolitick, cowardly, and ex- 
treamly avaricious Prince. If he had 
been of another Temper, the Miſe- 
nes of England might probably have 
been prevented, or at leaſt would 
not have got to ſo terrible a Head, 
as it will appear they did. 

The Kingdom had been diſturb'd 
by no Invaſion from the Danes for 
8 or 60 Vears, and thoſe who were 

ttled here had for a long Time 
liv'd quiet and peaceable, as if they 
had made but one People with the 
Engl. But ſoon after Erhelred's 
Acceſſion, the foreign Danes renew'd 
their Attacks, and the others ſhew*d 
themſelves but too ready to join 
them. | 

In 981, the piratical Danes ar- 
riv'd at Southampton with ſeven Ships, 
plunder'd that Town, and the Coun- 
try round, and then ed to ra- 
vage Cornwall in the ſame Manner. 
The ſame Year another Band arriv'd 
at Pert/and, and committed the like 
Devaſtations. Several other Deſcents 
they made in different Parts of the 
Kingdom, with now and then a lit- 
tle Intermiſſion, for ten Years toge- 
ther, and nothing was to be ſeen c 
Plunderings, Co ions, Murders, 
and all the Miſery imaginable. 

During this Time the Credit and 


1 Antereſt of the Monks went down 
agapace. 


The People began to won- 
der, that they who could do ſo many 
Miracles (as they pretended) on their 
own private Account, could not by 
their Merits and Prayers prevent the 
Calamities: of the Nation. Ezhelred 
ſhew'd them no Manner of Reſpect. 
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J took an 
and mo 
by Death; the chief of whom vu ed. E 
Dunſtan, of whom ſo much has bee ee Years : 
ſaid, who died in . His Cree; landing 
had been vaſtly funk, and tua tions tl 
22 his Regret at not having would 

the ſame Deference paid him as for. WW he had n 
merly, tended to ſhorten his Day: b ait Nic 
Theſe and other Circumſtances con indy agait 
curring, particularly the People t this wa 
Minds being taken up with the con. land- 
tinual Invaſions of the Danes, pu Je Danes 
an entire End to the Quarrel be. wall, 
tween the Monks and the Secular: on of 
Prieſts. * ee, and 
After bur two Vears Reſpite, in 3 Wual Incu 


The three Biſhops, their Patron 
formerly mention d, were taken 


1 
LE. 
oF 
2 
1 


1 
0 


991, the Danet renew'd their Inva- g Count 
ſions, a great Body of Troops land. Were con! 
ing at Gripſwick (now 1pſwich) in ing was 
Suffelk, under two Daniſh Generals, ot be pr 
Juſtin and Guthmund ; who having > fine, ſe 
defeated Brithnoth, Duke of Ea/t- d of hi 
Anglia, who march'd againſt them, ay them 
penetrated farther into the Country, 'd by 
and made terrible Havock. E-. FW anegeld, 
red being not in a Condition to op- Wax in 


poſe them, bought them off with 
10,000/. In 993, another Fleet of 
Danes ſail'd up the Humber, Who WY 
landing on the North-ſide, commit- ma: 
ted terrible Ravages upon the E- 
Ii in thoſe Parts. Ethelred ſent an 


n now 


Army againſt them, and impolitick - ominee 
ly gave the Command of it to three ¶erpetua 
Earls of Daniſh Extraction, who upon Fons. 
Sight of the Enemy, whether thro' ure, w. 


Treachery, or otherwiſe, ſhametully orc'd t 
turn'd their Backs, and fled. beir D 

The next Year, Sabeyn King of em th 
Denmark, and Olaus or Olaf King s this 


of Norway, invaded England. They and, a 
came up the Thames, and after an Mall'd i 
unſucceſsful Attempt upon London, . Ethe 
plunder d Kent, Hamp/ire and Su/- Piſter 
ſex. Ethelred, who had neither Con- d de 
duct nor Courage, oblig'd himſelf tio hene) 
pay them 16,000/. on Condition folv* 


av hich 
5 s 4 Ruin e 
cr) | 


they left the Kingdom. Upon this 
the two Kings return'd home. Olaus, 
before his Departure, was baptiz'd, 


and 


2 took an Oath never to moleſt 
more, which he faithfully 
rv'd. But Sweyr return'd about 
ee Years after, enter'd the Severn, 
nanding committed greater De- 
lracions than he had done before. 
ys would have proceeded farther, 
be had not been luckily call'd off 
aut Richard II. Duke of Nor- 
„ againſt the King of France. 
t this was but a ſhort Reprieve for 
d For in the Year 1001, 
fe Danes return'd again, ravag'd 
ra wall, and took Exeter, got Pol- 
mon of the e of Wight, Hamp- 
, and Dorſeynire, and made con- 
WM! Incurſions into the neighbour- 
Counties. The Exg/ Forces 
ere conſtantly defeated, and the 
ing was ſo terrify'd that he durſt 
et be preſent at any of the Battles. 
fine, ſeeing no other Way to get 
of his Enemies, he agreed to 
Fay them 30,000/. which was le- 
d by way of Tax, and call'd 
- Panege/d, and was the firſt Land- 
ar in Eng/and. Upon this the 
9 Panes ceas'd their Ravages, and moſt 
f them return'd home Ft as a great 
10 Many of them, liking the Country, 
aid behind, and Exg/and was well 
- Wock'd with them before, they be- 
n now to take upon themſelves and 
omineer over the Engliſb, who were 
eerpetually in dread of new Inva- 
ons. They liv'd in Eaſe and Plea- 
ure, whilſt the poor Eng/i4 were 
orc'd to labour and toil to ſatisfy 
eir Demands. Hence they gave 
em the Name of Lord Danes, and 
g this Day, in ſome Parts of Eng- 
ara, a rich, idle, imperious Man is 
Hall'd in Deriſion a Lurdane. 
== Ethelred having married Emma, 
iſter to the Duke of Normandy, 
nd depending upon his Aſſiſtance 
whenever he ſhould have Occaſion, 
gciolv'd now upon an Expedient 
uch in the End compleated the 
un of England. This was 2 ge- 
cr: Maſſacre of the Danes. Hie 
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47 
privately ſent Orders to all Parts of 
the Kingdom for this Purpoſe, which 
were executed with ſuch Fury, that 
in one Day, wiz. Nov. 13, 1002. 
all the Danes were flam with moſt 
horrid Cruelty and Barbarity : Tho? 
ſome think, that by / the Danes, 
are meant only thoſe lately ſettled in 
England, and diſpers'd in eſſex and 
Mercia. The Cruelties exercis'd in 
this Maſſacre are too ſhocking to be 
related. Among many others, we 
are told, that the Daniſb Women 
were put in Holes in the Ground as 
deep as their Waiſts, and then had 
their Breaſts torn off by Maſtiff ' 
Dogs. King Sweyn's Sister, who 
was a Chriſtian, and married to a 
noble Dane who had been ſettled 
ſome Time in England, fell among 
the reſt. Ethelred was fo cruel as 
to have her beheaded, after he had 
order'd her Children to be kill'd be- 
fore her Face. She was a Lady of 
excellent Qualities, and had been am 
Inftrument in making Peace between 
the Engliſh and Danes. The bar- 
barous 'Treatment of this Princeſs 
was ſeverely reveng'd by her Bro- 
ther, as we ſhall ſoon ſee. 

For Sabeyn was no ſooner inform'd 
of this bloody Tragedy, and the cruel 
Murder of his Siſter, but he folemn- 
ly ſwore he would never reſt till he 

had revenge'd ſo monſtrous an Out- 
rage. He now therefore comes not 
for the ſake of Plunder, as before, 
but to deſtroy the whole Country 
with Fire and Sword. Having e- 
quipp'd a Fleet of 300 Sail, he 
landed in Cornwall with a powerful 
Army, march'd to Exeter, and ha- 
ving put the Inhabitants to the Sword, 
reduc'd it to Aſhes. Ethelred, who 
was betray'd on all Hands, impru-- 
dently gave the Command of his Ar- 
my to the Duke of Mercia, whom 
he had formerly baniſh'd, and whoſe 
Sons Eyes he had order'd to be put 
out; and he in Revenge betray d it 
to the Danes as ſoon as he came in 
Sight 


Sight of them. The following Sprin 
Son landed in Eaft- Angha, — 
took __ yy gas and Thet- 

d. after he engag'd U!/%-- 
2 Duke of Faft-Argliz, —_ 2 
fallet and braveſt of all Efhelred's 
Subjects, and entirely defeated him, 
tho with great Loſs on his own 
Side. 

In 1005 there was a Famine in 
England, which tho' a terrible Cala- 
mity prov'd of ſome Advantage to 
the Eng ; for it occaſion'd Sweyn 
to return to Denmark for Want of 
neceſſary Subſiſtence. But as ſoon as 
it was over, another Dani Fleet 
arrived at Sandwich, and Ethel- 
xed bought them off with another 
30, 001. Shortly after, the King 
married his Daughter to Eadrick Stre- 
ez, Whom he had lately made Duke 
of Mercia, who on all Occaſions 
hew'd himſelf a Traytor fold to the 
Danes. In 1008 Ethelred fitted out 
a noble Fleet, to ſecure the Kingdom 
from the Dar: Invaſtons : But it 
al came to nothing thro' a private 

of the Admiral, and Diſſen- 
fions among the Officers. The next 
Spring two Daniſh Fleets arriv'd in 


an, one under Turkil, another 
4 A * 


, Heming and Anlaff. Whilſt 
were ravaging Kent, Ethelred 
_drew an Army together to oppoſe 
"them ; but thro' the Treachery of 
Edrick ſuffer d them to paſs by him 
Mich their Plunder unmoleſted. Short- 
y aſter they became Maſters of Ea/?- 
Anglia, almoſt all Vest, and ſeve- 
- al Counties in other Parts. In 1012 
they plunder'd and burnt Canterbury, 
flew Aipbage the Archbiſhop, and 
put the Monks of St. Augu/tin and 
the Burghers under a Decimation, 
killing nine Parts in ten. At laſt it 
was agreed on by the King and his 
Nobles to bribe them with 40,000 J. 
to. go off with their Booty. But the 
next Year Sweyn return'd, enter'd 
the Humber with a formidable Fleet, 
and made himſelf Maſter of all the 
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vern'd as bad as ever, and his Peo- 


Counties North of Vatling- fre 
Ethelred had ſhut himſelf up in Lon. 
don, and Sweyn leaving his Son Ca. 
nute to take care of the conquer'd 
Counties, was advancing to lay Siege 
to it; which Ezhelred being inform't WY 
of, left the Kingdom, and retir'd in. 
to Normandy with his whole Family 
Upon which the Londoners ſabmitted, 
The whole Kingdom being now 


= | 
a 1! 


mund, 


Wince of 
ther- ir 


Army 
MN foun 
ytor, ' 
declar 
with 


oe. gd 
| 1s {00nN 1 


ſubdu'd, San was proclaim'd King 


ercia, a 


of England without any Oppoſition. in 
The firſt Thing he did was to lay a Wy inſtill 
moſt heavy Tax on the Nation for Y A 
Paying the Daniſh Troops. He 1 ht aga! 
reign'd not quite a Year, but died b ſſeſſion 
ſuddenly in 1014. His Reign being nund c 
ſo very ſhort, and perhaps his being ht und 
never crown'd, are the Reaſons why Rt unde! 
moſt Hiſtorians have not rank'd hin N lab 
among the Kings of England. rſuade 
Upon Sweyn's Death, the Dans . but : 
proclaim'd his Son Canute King of Wercians 
England; but the Engliſb recall'( ute | 
Ethelred, receiv'd him with great WFounties 
Demonſtrations of Joy, and renew'd ny 
their Oath of Allegiance to him. en to 
He made them very fair Promiſes toto the 
govern better than heretofore ; but North 


it ſoon ap 


him from all Parts, ſo that he ſoon WR 


r'd he was not at all a 
chang' d. The Enxgliſb flock'd to 


found himſelf at the Head of a nu 
merous Army; but he made no bet- 


ter Uſe of it than he had done be. 
As for Canute, he on a ſud- 
den embark*d his Troops, and ſail'd 
for Deamark, to aſſert his Right tv 
Wenerous 


fore. 


that Crown, which his younger Bro- 


ther Harold had uſurp'd : But before 
he departed, he order'd the Hand: : 
Wy of 
Father had receiv'd, to be cut off, Hit were 
and left them in that mangled Co! 

e Place 
or Car, 
cre am 
Wnly thre 


and Feet of the Hoſtages, which h. $ 


dition on the Shore. 
In the mean Time Erhelred go 


ple loſt all Hopes of him. And 0 
compleat their Misfortunes, Car: 
having ſettled Affairs in Denmarb, Wi 
return'd in about a Year, and landed 
With 


O 
Ci 
oubleſo 
we con 


ave bee 
ate. U 


f Engla 


Wt them 
c the tw 


ia numerous Army at Sanckꝛuich. 
und, the King's eldeſt Son, a 
k-ce of noble Qualities, and hi: 


-/f rem, 


n Lon. 


Mn Ca. 


cher-in-Law Ei command 
quer d Army againſt him; but Edmund 
Siege n found he was abus'd by that 
orm'd tor, who in a little Time open- 
d in- declar'd for Canute, and carried 
imily; RE with him a conſiderable Body of 


nitted. Canute upon 


8 "Ps, and 40 Ships. 


z now is ſoon made himſelf Maſter of all 
| King , and refolv'd to attack Ethei- 
fition, RY in Ver; and as Edrick had 
lay a Wy inftill'd into the Merciam in the 
2n for % Army, that it was a Sin to 
Ile t againſt a Prince who was in 
t died | ſſeſſion of their Country, all that 
being ys Ldmund could bring them to was to 
being ht under Ethe/red in Perſon, but 
s why e under any other General. Ed- 


d him labour d with all his Might to 
rſuade his Father to head the Ar- 


Dane: ,, but all in vain, upon which the 
ng of ian, quitted it. After which 
call'd ate became Maſter of ſeveral 
great ounties in Veſer; and Famund 


new'd 


proving he was not in a Condi- 
0 
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49 
nnen 
his coming up Uzhred Abel i 
him, but did not long ſurvive his 
Perfidy ; for Canute thinking him 
not to be truſted, who chang'd Sides 
only by Compulſion, caus'd him to 
be — to Death, and promoted F- 
drick a Daniſh Lord in his Room. 
Ethelred died in 1016, in the goth 
Year of his Age, after a moſt inglo- 
rious and miſerable Reign of 37 
Years, and was buried in St. Paz/'s 
Church at Zondon, Hiſtorians give 
him the Surname bf The Unready. 
Some think he was not ſo bad in 
himſelf as he ſeems to be, but that 
his Miſconduct was owing to his be- 
ing impos'd upon by the Traitors 
about him, particularly Edrick, Tis 
certain he made ſome good Laws, 
which are ſtill extant j and that when 
he found a certain Judge, whom he 
had a great Affection for, guilty of 
Injuſtice, he turn'd him out of his 
Office. He had two Sons, beſides 
Edmund, and three Daughters, by 
his firſt Wife El/gira ; and by Emma 


him, on to wy his Progreſs, march'd of Normandy, Alfred and Edward, af 
ſes to to the North to join Uthred, Earl terwards King Edward the Confefſory 

; but RE Northumberland. Canute follow'd and a Daughter nam'd Goda. | 

at all - {vo 
d 1 — — — — 
ſoon 7 


o bet- 1 | 
le be 


1 ſud. i 3 Crown in more diſtracted and 


ſaib'd AF oubleſome Times than Edmund, and 
ht to we conſider his noble Qualities and 
r Bro- generous Diſpoſition, none ſeems to 
defore Wave been more worthy of a better 


1and 
ch hs 
t off, 
Con- 


Fate. Upon his Father's Death, the 
ity of Landon and all the Lords 
at were there proclaim'd him King 
+ f England, whilſt the Danes and all 
ie Places in their Poſſeſſion declar'd 


7 g- or Canute; but as the Engliſs that 
Leo Pere among them ſubmitted to“him 


nd only thro' Compulſion, @ great many 
ann f them came over to Edmund, and 
mar, the two contending Parties became 
anded 

Win 


O Prince ever came to the 


ED MUND Tronſide. 


more on a Level. Canute's firſt At- 
tempt was upon London, .as being 
Edmunds chief Support, which he 


beſieg' d three Times, but without” . Y 


Succeſs. Before the laſt of theſe 

Sieges a great Battle was fought, un 
which both Kings eminently di 
play'd their Courage and Conduct” 7 
and the two Armies .parted at laſt * 
with equal Loſs on both Sides; tho“ 
the Engliſb were in danger of being 
worſted by a Stratagem of the falſe 
Edict, who was now on the Side 


of the Danes. He cut off the Head of : 
a Soldier, who reſembled Zams 


held it up on the Top of his Lanes 
K | in 
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hy, fly, you Scoundrels, behold 
the Head of your King in whom you 
tuft. This would infallibly have 


= accafion'd their Defeat, if Edmund 


had not ſhewn himſelf with his Hel- 
met off, and fo reviv'd the Coura 
of his Soldiers, which by Edrici's 
Artifice began to droop. The Bat- 
tle laſted till Night, and Edmund 
par'd to renew 1t the next Morn- 
ing ; but Canute march'd off in the 
Night, and went and beſieg' d Lon- 


don a third Time, as has been men- 


tion'd. According to Milton, the 
Battle continued two whole Days. 
It was fought at Sceorſtan, which 
Cambaden takes to be Sherfton in Wilt- 


Hire; but others e it to be the 
c 


Place where four Stones part the 
Counties of Oxford, Glouceſter, Mor- 
cefter,, and Warwick, and are call'd 
Shireſtones.. 

There 1s t Confuſion in the 
Engl Hiſtory with regard to the 
Particulars of the War between EA. 
mund and Canute, Thus much is 
certain, that five pitch'd Battles were 
fought with various Succeſs, one of 
whach had undoubtedly been fatal to 
the Danes, had it not been for the 
treacherous Advice of Earich, who 
by the moſt folemn Oaths and Pro- 
teſtations of Fidelity for the future, 


had reconcil'd himſelf to the gene- 
tous Edmund, on purpoſe to betray 


him. He uaded Edmund not to 

ne the Danes who were retreat- 
ing in Diſorder, leſt they ſhould ral- 
ly again, and ſnatch the Victory out 


of his Hands. In the laſt Battle at 


Aſſandun, now Afedown in Eſſex, this 
baſe Traytor deſerted his Poſt, and 


again. went over to the Danes, with 


the Forces he commanded ; which 


put the Engliſb into ſuch a Conſter- 
ation, that they threw down their 
Arms and fled. 


+ Canute now thought his Work 
was done, and that the Exgliſb would 


never be able to make Head againit 
4 


9233 
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in Sight of the Englih, and cry'd 
8 1 


* 1 1b sch Eduund had the 
earts o jects, icularl 
the Londoners, and he Gy 2. of : 


Temper to let his Courage fink, he q 9 
together a more powerful 


ſoon drew 
Army than before, and march'd to- 
wards Glouceſter in queſt of the Ene- 


my 3 which Canute being inform'd: 
of advanc'd towards him in order to 
ive him Battle. The two Kings 
in View of each other for 
ſome Time at the Head of their re. 
ſpective Forces, both dreadin _- =: 
t lait 
Edmund, who beſides his couragious 
t bodily Strength, 
and thence call'd Vronſide, propos d 
to Canute, that in order to prevent 
the Effuſion of ſo much Blood as was 
going to be ſpilt, they two ſhould 
decide the Quarrel by ſingle Com- 
bat. Some ſay the Duel was actually 
fought in Sight of both Armies, and 
while without eithers 
having the Advantage of the other, 
till the two Kings embrac'd one an- 
other, and agreed upon the Spot to 
divide the Kingdom between them, 
But according to others, Canute re- 
fus'd the Challenge, alledging that 
tho' he was not inferior to his Ad- 
verſary in Courage, yet being weak 
in Body and ſmall of Stature, he 
would not engage on ſo unequal 
Terms; and propos'd to refer Mat- 
ters to the chief Officers of the two 
Armies. The Circumſtances of this 
Fact are, after all, very uncertain. 3 
However, the Reſult was, that Pleni- 3 
potentiaries were appointed on both XZ 
Sides, who met in the e of Alney, ͤ l 
in the Severn, near Glouceſter, and 
quickly concluded a Peace by the 
Partition of the Kingdom; Edmund 
to have We/ex, i. e. all South of 


vent of that important Day. 


Soul, was of 


laſted a go 


the Thames, with London, and Part 
of the ancient Kingdom of E/ex ; 
and Canute to have Mercia, Nor- 
thumberland, and Eaft- Anglia. 


Prince, 
= Year, 


The valiant, prudent and gene- 


rous King Edmund enjoy'd nor — 


* iN 
couching 


05'd 
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Duke of Mercia, his Brother-in- 
Law, fearing the Union of the two 
Kings might prove deſtructive to 
him, being conſcious what a falſe 
Traytor he had been, hir'd two 


* 
* 
8 


Ruffans, who were of the King's 
Houſhould, to murder him, who, 


Wis faid, ftabb'd him with a ſharp 
Piece of Iron, as he was eaſing Na- 


A | ture. Some indeed ſay he was diſ- 
2 E by Poiſon, and others that 


+ 
x 
Be 


e was kill'd by an Arrow ſhot from 
an Image made for that Purpoſe, 
which diſcharg'd itſelf on the King's 
touc itz and the Saxon Annals 
ay only, that he died ſuddenly. So 
that the Manner of his being taken 
Bof is ſomewhat uncertain, tho' *tis 
generally agreed, that it was by E- 
Wrick's Means, and ſome ſay he em- 
Eploy'd his own Son for that execra- 
Ple Purpoſe. Thus fell this brave 
Prince, when he had not reign'd quite 
= Year; but in that ſhort 'Time gave 
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„ 
frequent Proofs of his excellent and 
noble ities. He left two Sons; 
Edmund and Edward, by his Wife 
Algitha, and a natural Son nam'd 
Eary. He was buried at Glaften- 
bury, and with him the Saxon Mo- 
narchy in England in a Manner end- 
ed, having laſted 190 Vears from 
Egbert's Eſtabliſhment, 432 from the 
Founding of the Heptarchy, ad 568 
from the Arrival of 12 Pr 

The wicked Edict halted tö tell 
Canute the Service he had done him. 
But that Prince had the greateſt Ab- 
horrence of ſo barbarous an Action, 
tho” he diſſembled it for the preſent, 
and promis'd to advance Edrick a- 
bove all the Peers of the Realm. He 
was as good as his Word, tho” not 
in the Manner the vile Wretch un- 
derſtood it : For not long after, he 
order'd him to be beheaded, his Bo- 
dy to be thrown into the Thames, 
and his Head to be fix d on the 
higheſt Gate in London. 
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TE, or Cute, who 
was already in Poſſeſ- 
Nec I hon of half England, 
3 upon Eamund's Dea 
thro* Policy, and the 


EOS 
Fears of the Exgliſb, who dreaded 
the Renewal of the War, eaſily be- 
came Maſter of the Whole, not pro- 
perly by Force of Arms, but by ex- 
torting, the Conſent of the Nobles, 
who plainly ſaw, that if they re- 


= fus'd, the War would be kindled 
=_ afreſh Edmund left two Sons, but 
they were very young, and his two 
Brothers were in Normandy, who had 
no Thoughts of obtaining the Crown 
of Mex; and beſides, Canute's Pre- 
tence was, that in the Treaty of A. 
zey, the A ent was, that the 
er of the two Kings ſhould 
ſucceed the other. However that 
was, the A/embly-General he had 
conven'd in Ver, knowing he 
was in a Condition to aſſert his 
Claim, at laſt yielded ; and ſo Ca- 
mute was acknowledg'd and pro- 
claim d King of all Exgland, in 
1017, and all the Lords, both, Erg- 


the Great. 


liſh and Danes, {wore Allegiance to 
him. After his Coronation, he di- 


vided England into four Parts or Go- 


vernments, Mercia, Northumberland, 


Eaft- Anglia and Weſſex. Over the 


three former he appointed Dukes or | 


Earls, and the laſt he govern'd by 
himſelf. 

As he knew upon what Motive 
the Engliſb receiv'd him for their 
Sovereign, the Beginning of his 
Reign was employ'd in fixing him 


ſelf more ſecurely on the Throne. 


His firſt Project for this Purpoſe was 
very laudable, which was to gain 


the Affections of his new Subjects. 


To this End, that Juſtice might be 
the more impartially adminiſter'd, 
he declar'd, that for the future no 
Diſtinction ſhould be made between 
the Exgliſb and Danes And then 
by an Edict he order'd, that every 
County ſhould be govern'd by the 
ſame Laws, as in the Time of the 
Saxon Kings; excepting however the 
Northern Counties, whoſe Inhabi- 
tants were almoſt all Danes, and had 
particular Laws of their own. He 

| . 
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eme Time he denounc'd the ſe- 
ea Puniſhments againſt Malefac- 
„„ of what Nation ſoever, with- 
. Reſpect of Perſons, The Effect 
= theſe wiſe Regulations was, that 
Sc Pcople thought themſelves hap- 
under ſo juſt and equitable a 


WF ince. 
His other Project was not quite ſo 
udable, which was to rid of 
oe who gave him moſt Uneaſi- 
BG, cſpecially the Sons and Bro- 
ers of the late King. Eamund 3 
o Sons he ſent into r. un- 
r the Pretence of travelling, com- 
Sitting them to one of his Domeſ- 
Wicks ; tho' his real Deſign was to 
et them the more eaſily diſpatch'd. 
ye Perſon who had the Charge of 
em, being mov'd with Compaſſion, 
lead of carrying them to Den- 
=>, convey'd them to the King of 
weden, who, tho' he receiv'd them 


ON AA err yi rm enmity 


e 0 ery civilly, yet fearing to break 
di- ich Canute, ſent them to the King 
Go. e Hungary, who took care of their 
an, Education, and at length gave one 
the his Daughters in Marriage to Ed- 


„ the eldeſt, who died ſoon af- 
r, and to Edward he gave his 
iter in-Law Agatha, Daughter of 
ie Emperor Henry II. by whom he 
a five Children, Edgar Atheling, 
3 Margaret and Chriſtian, and two 
at died in Hungary. King Ed- 
% had a Brother, who was yet 


Was gland, nam'd Edwy ; and him 
zam ute baniſh'd, but ſoon after re- 
ts. Walling him, under Pretence of bein 
; be ecconcil'd, he got him diſpatch 


at of the Way. He would have 
een glad to have got rid of A//red 
nad Eward, who were in Norman- 
with their Mother Emma, but 
ss at a Loſs how to get them out 
eme Hands of Duke Richard their 
cle. However, to bring that 
= rince over to his Intereſt, he de- 
aanded in Marriage his Siſter Em- 
. King Ethelred's Widow, and 


"0 
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Ptcr'd him at the ſame Time one 


of his own Siſters ; which Propoſals 
were accepted, and Emma became 
once more Queen of England. But 
if ſhe was pleas'd, her two Sons 
were no leſs diſguſted at this Mar- 
riage. Edward in icular never 
forgave her for becoming the Wife 
of her firſt Huſband's mortal *Ene- 
my: And her RY by the Mar- 
riage Articles, that the Suceefhon 
ſhould be ſettled on the Heirs of her 
Body by Camte, highly incens d 
them both. After this, Canute ei- 
ther baniſh'd or put to Death ſome 
great Lords he was jealous of, a- 
mong the reſt Edrick Streon, in diſ- 
patching whom he however did an 
Act of Juſtice, which was very a- 
greeable to the Exgliſb. 

England was now in profound 
Tranquillity, and Canute being ſe- 
cure in the Affections of his Sub- 
jects, in 1019, went over to Den- 
mark to quell the Vandal who were 
at War with the Danes, which having 
happily effected he return'd to Exg- 
land. This Succeſs was chiefly ow- 
ing to Goodwin, whom Camte for 
that Reaſon created Earl of Kent, 
and who became at length one of 
the greateſt Lords in England. 

In 1025, Canute undertook an- 
other Expedition againſt the Swedes, 
who had invaded Denmark; which 
prov'd not very ſucceſsful : But two 
Years after, he made himſelf ample 
amends by getting an entire Poſſeſ- 
fion of Norway, of which he was 
crown'd King. | 

Being now Maſter of three King- 
doms, and his Ambition pretty well 
ſatisfy'd, he from this Time addict- 
ed himſelf wholly to Acts of Devo- 
tion, abandoning all Thoughts of 
warlike Affairs. By Ads of Devo» 


tion are here meant, according to 


the Cuſtom of thoſe Times, the | 
founding, enriching and endowing- 


of Monaſteries and Churches, whic 

was the Way for Kings and great 

Men to atone for Murder, Uſurpa- 
E 3 8 tion, 
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tion, and all Manner of Crimes. He 
particularly built a ſtately Church 
over the Grave of St. Edmund the 
Eaft-Anghan King, who was kill'd 
by the — and very much en- 
larg*d the Town, call'd St. Edmund/- 
$ury from this Saint. He alſo en- 
larg'd the Building and increas'd the 
Revenues of the Monaſtery there, 
which became one of the fineſt. and 
richeſt in the Kingdom. He like- 
wiſe founded the noted Abbey of 
St. Bennet's in Holme in Norfolk, and 
ve — 

this kind of Devotion. 

In 1034 he took a Journey to 
Rome, where he made large Preſents 
to the Churches, and confirm'd all 
his Predeceſſors had done both for 
the Church of Rome and the Engl/ih 
College. He obtain'd alſo ſeveral 
Privileges for the Eng/; Churches, 
and certain Privileges and Immuni- 
ties for Eng/;/ Pilgrims and Travel- 
lers, as they paſs'd thro' /taly, Ger- 
many and France: Which done, he 
return d to England, having firſt 
given a large Account of theſe Mat- 
ters in a Letter from Rome to the 
Afjembly-General of the Nation, in 
which he expreſſes. much Piety, and 
a firm Reſolution to govern by the 
moſt exact Rules of Juſtice, deſiring 
his Nobles to aſſiſt him in this good 
Deſign.” And indeed this muſt be 
faid of him, that however unjuſti- 
fably he made his Way to the 
Thrane, after he was firmly {ſettled 
on it, he gave daily Marks of juſ- 
tice, Equity and Moderation, the 
Effect of which was, the univerſal 
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other "Teſtimonies of 


4 
Ch 
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Love of his Subjects, and a high 
Eſteem amongſt Foreigners. WE 
But the beſt Expreſſion of his Pic. WK 3 . 
ty, as well as Senſe, is ſtill be., other 
hind, if we the former Pan . or 16 
of the Story, which is this: Tha 
as he was walking by the Sea-fide a MF 
Southampton, and his Flatterers were 


#2 had 


* 


222 n 
rown, 1 
por the 


extolling him to the Skies, and even vid up al 
comparing him with God himſc'f, n to g 
he, to convince them of their Folly a oſers, 2 


and Impiety, caus'd a Chair to be 
brought him, and ſeating himſelf , wiz 
where the Tide was about to flow. ajority 
he turn'd himſelf to the Sea, and laim'd 
ſaid, O Sea, thou art under my u. ln th 
riſdiction, and the Land where I ,t 1cons 
is mine: I command. thee to come 1» ch thi 
farther, nor to preſume to ce thy So. = dy the 

vereign's Feet. But the Tide coming , pi 
on as uſual, he from thence took . ichout 
Occaſion to let his baſe Flatteren hat ha 
know, that none but the King of er 
Heaven, whom the Sea and Lande Cor 
obey, deſerv'd the Titles they impi- nd by 
ouſly beftow'd on him. After which, in tl 
it is ſaid, he would never wear hi; g 
Crown, but caus'd it to be put upon here w 
the Head of a Crucifix at Winche/ter. ind We 
Canute died in the 19th Year of hi ulous 


Reign, A. D. 1036, and was buried ilhvas of 
in the old Monaſtery in I incheſter. WE quilib: 


He left three Sons, to whom, ax 
{ome ſay, he bequeath'd his three 
Kingdoms by Will; but that is diſ- 
puted. However, Sweyz had Nor. 
avay ; Harold, England; and Hard: 
canute, Denmark. Gunilda his Daugh- 
ter was married to the Emperor a 
... 2 
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Hako p, furnam d HARETOOr. 
the Marriage Articles above men- 


PON Canute's Death, there 
- Was a great Diſpute about the 
Succeſſion. The , Eng// were for 


HaFdicanute, who was born in Eng: 
land, of Queen Bene ad all 


i * * 2 * — 


= ?reten 
to con 
de ac 
_ with : 
= now | 
Engla 


tion'd in his Favour ; but the Daze 
were for Harold, tho' a Foreigner 
and illegitimate, reſolving, as tis 
ſaid, to land by Canute s Will. Ha- 


rold 


7 1 had this Advantage above Har- 
= c canute, that he was in England 


—_—_ of Age to govern ; whereas 
r Par BE. or 16 Years old. Neverthelefs 
That % might have miſs'd of the 
de at 3 rown, if he had not preſently ſeiz d 
Were don the Treaſure his Father had 
| even 44 up at Wincheſter. This enabled 
mſelf, ny im to gain over ſeveral of his Op- 
Folly loſers, and at a General Aſſembly 
to be e the whole Nation, held in Mer- 
imſelf , viz. at Oxford, having got a 
flow, Xajority of Voices, he was pro- 
, and laim'd King of England. 

. In the mean Time, the. /- 
I en, returning home diſſatisfied 
ze ich this Choice, Hardicanute was, 
by $9 Sy the Management of Earl Good- 
ming Bir, preclaim'd King of Veex, 
took Without any farther interfering with 
teren What had been done in Mercia. = 
5 oer now we are to underſtand all 
| and e Country South of the Thames, 
mp!- d by Mercia all North of it; and 
hich, in the former there were more 


RE: than Danes, fo in the latter 


upon here were more Danes than Engliſb; 
Her. ind er was by far the more po- 
ft his ulous of the two, tho* the other 
uried Vas of much larger Extent: This 
efter. Equilibrium of the two Parties was 
„ hat preſerv'd the Nation in Peace, 
three in the Midſt of this Diſſenſion. 

ö diſ. In Hardicanute's Abſence, Good. 
Nor. vin manag'd all in We/7x, indepen- 
ard. dent of the Queen-Mother, wham 
ugh- che Ergli/ no Affection for. 
er07 And Harold ſeeing he could not ob- 


vin his End by Force of Arms, en- 
Jeavour'd by underhand Means to 


1 bring over Goodwin to his Side. To 


effect this he is ſaid to have promis'd 
dhe Earl to marry his Daughter. 
However that be, Goodwin on a ſud- 
den became his Friend, and under 
Pretence that Hardicanute neglected 
do come into England, got Harold to 
be acknowledg'd King of „er 
with all the Eaſe imaginable ; and 
boo he was in reality King of all 
England, 
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2 Emma was ſufficiently mor- 
tify'd at theſe Proceedings, and now 
quite deſpairing of ever being able 
to recover the Crown for her Son 
Hardicanute, the form'd a Defign of 
ſetting one of her Sons by Ethelred 
on the Throne. To this End, after 
having diſſembled in ſuch a Manner 
as to make it be believ'd, as ſhe 
thought, that ſhe was quite eaſy, 
and would no more concern herſelf 
in publick Affairs, ſhe got Leave of 
Harold to ſend for her two Sons 
Alfred and Edward out of Normans 
dy, == nding only that her mother- 
ly Affection made her deſirous to ſee 
them, after having been ſeparated 
from them for ſo long a Time; but 

in reality her Deſign was, that, as 
ſhe knew they were greatly belov'd 
by the Engliſb, they might by being 
on the Spot form a Party for them- 
ſelves. 'The two Princes ſoon ar- 
riv*d under Pretence only of paying 
a Viſit to their Mother. But the fa- 
gacious Earl Goodwin eaſily ſmelt 
aut the real Deſign, and acquainted 
Harold with it, who was ſufficiently 
alarm'd ; but Goodwin repreſented 
to him how eaſy it was to cruſh this 
Conſpiracy whilſt it was as yet but 
in Embrio, and advis'd the ma- 
naging Matters ſo as to get the 
young Princes into their Hands, and 
then to make them away. Harold 
approv'd of this Project, and in his 
Turn having diſſembled his Suſpi- 
cion of the N Deſigns for 
ſome Time, he laid hold of an Op- 
portunity, which naturally preſented 
itſelf, to invite the two Princes to 
come and paſs ſome Days at Court. 
Emma was greatly diſturb'd at this, 
fearing the worſt; but as ſhe could 
not handſomely decline the King's 
Invitation, ſhe took a middle Courſe, 
and ſent only Alfred, keeping Ed. 
ward with her under ſome plauſible 
Pretence. 
meet the Prince; as if to do him 
Honour; and4/fred, and his little 
E 4; "36: - Train 


Goocdioin went himſelf to 
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Train of Normans were highly pleas'd 
with the Reſpect that was paid him, 
but on a ſudden were under the great- 
eſt Conſternation, when they were 
ſtopp'd at Gui/ford Caſtle, and made 
to enter there under Pretence of re- 
freſhing themſelves. Alfred was pre- 
ſently conducted to EH, where his 
Eyes were put out, and he was ſhut 
up in the Monaſtery, but died in a 
ſhort Time, either of Grief, or by 
ſome outward. Violence: However, 
Goodwin was afterwards charg'd with 
his Murder. Prince Edward upon 
this made all the Haſte he could 
back to Normandy, and Emma being 
_ prder'd to leave the Kingdom, re- 
tir'd to Bruges in Flanders. After 
all, there is ſome Uncertainty in the 
above Story, which Malmſbury ſays 
was built on common Report, and 
"tis certain that it is told more Ways 
than one ; particularly, that inſtead 
of Emma's ſending for her Sons, 
Harold forg'd a Letter as from her, 
- Inviting the Princes over to recover 

their Right, and that Alfred only 
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Sine, end was fave: as: 000 we- 


lated: And ſome place his - Death * 3 


after Harold's. 

Hardicanute Mag now at laſt ta 
beſtir himſelf, and to reſolve to re- 
cover the Kingdom of Veen by 
Force of Arms; but Harold's Death 
happening at the ſame Time brought 
about with Eaſe, what otherwiſe he 
would have found a difficult Matter 
to accompliſh. He died without Iſ- 
ſue in 1039, in the fourth Year of 
his Reign, when there was one of 
the hardeſt Winters that was ever 
known in England. He was buried 
at Wincheſter, {me ſay Weſtminſter ; 
and was call'd Harefoot either from 
his Swiftneſs in running, or becauſe 
he choſe always to walk on Foot. 
He did nothing memorable, fave that 
he laid a Tax of eight Marks on 
every Port, towards fitting out 16 
Ships; and made a Law, that if any 
Wel/hman, coming into England with- 
out Leave, was taken on this Side 
Offa's Ditch, he ſhould have his 
Right Hand cut off. | 


* 
= 
— =_ — — — * * 
* 


YHIS Prince's true Name was 
Canute, and he gain'd the E- 
ithet of Hardy, which by Cuſtom 
ÞDecame Part of his Name, not from 
his Courage, but his ſtrong Conſtitu- 
> ton. He was at Bruges with his 
Mother, when Harold died, conſult- 
Ing-about Meaſures to recover the 
Crown of een: And upon the 
News of his Death, he came over 
. to England with 40 Dani Ships, 
was receiv'd with great Joy by the 
Danes as well as Eng/ih, and unani- 
moutſly acknawledg'd by them all, 

King of England. 

: The very Beginning of his Reign 
was ſully'd by an unnatural Piece of 
Cruelty. Immediately after he was 
crown'd; he caus'd the Body of the 


GW. 
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HARDICANUTE. 


late King his Brother to be dug u 
and flung into the Thames, which 
being found by ſome Fiſhermen, they 
ve it to the Danes, who depoſited 
it in their Burial-Place at London, at 
this Day call'd St. Clements Danes. 
Soon after, he laid a heavy Tax 
on the Nation, for paying his Fleet, 
which he ſent back to Denmark. 
This occafion'd great Murmuring 
and Diſcontent among the People. 
At Worceſter the Tax was oppos'd 
with the utmoſt Violence, and two 


of the Perſons employ'd to collect 


it were kill'd. This ſo incens'd the 
King, that he ſent the Dukes of 
Wefjex and Mercia, and the Earl of 
Northumberland, with their Forces, 
againſt M orceſter, who after plunder- 
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the City for four Days, burnt it 
* Ground. 

And now Prince Edward, the 
King's Brother by the Mother's 
Side, arriv'd from Normandy, and 
appear'd at the Exgliſ Court; where 
meeting with a kind Reception, he 
immediately demanded Juſtice againſt 
Goodwin for the Murder of his Bro- 
ther Alfred. Hardicanute being glad 
of an Opportunity of puniſhing that 
Lord, more perhaps for what he 
had done for Haro/d, than for what 
he had done againſt 4/fred, Goodwin 
was ſummon'd to appear and anſwer 
to the Charge: But he, who well 
knew the King's avaritious Diſpoſi- 
tion, took Care to extricate himſelf 
from the Danger he was in, by an 
exceeding rich Preſent of a moſt 
magnificent Gally, before his Trial 
came on ; by which Means he was 
acquitted, upon his ſwearing that he 

no Hand in A cd's Death. 

As Hardicanute was infamous for 
his Cruelty, he was no leſs ſo for his 


— — 
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Gluttony and Drunkenneſs, to which 
ſome aſcribe his Death: For he died 
ſuddenly, as he was revelling and 
carouſing at the Wedding of a Da- 
niſh Lord at Lambeth. me think 
he was poiſon'd ; but however that 
be, he died unlamented by all, and 
the Engliſb, we are told, kept the 
Day of his Death, June 8, as a 
Holiday for ſome Centuries after 
by the Name of Hog's Tide, or Ho- 
tide, He died in 1041, and the 
third Year of his Reign. With him 


expir'd the Monarchy of the Danes 


in England, after it had laſted about 
26 Years, but after they had har- 
raſs'd the Kingdom at Times for 
240 Years. In theſe Times we are 
told, that a Dane would often ſtab 
an Engliſhman as he was drinkin 
ſo that at length no one would . 
in the Preſence of a Dane, without 
having ſome body to be his Pledge 
or Security; whence, tis ſaid, our 
5g of pledging one another a+ 
roſe. 


—— wy — * — 


EDwaRD the Confeſſor. 


HE late King dying without 
| Iſſue, Edward, Son of Ethel- 
red and Emma, who had ſpent the 
greateſt Part of his Life in Norman- 
&, was the only Prince now in Eng- 
land who had any Claim to the 
Crown. And yet it was no eaſy 
Matter to ſettle the Succeſſion ; for 
Edward Son of Edmund Ironſide was 
ſill alive in Hungary, who was one 
Degree nearer the 'Throne than his 
Uncle Edward, Edmund's younger 
Brother: And Scveyn, Son of Canute 
the Great, was yet living in Nor- 
avay. So that there was ſome Dan- 
ger of the old Animoſities reviving 
upon this Occaſion between the Eng- 


6 and Danes, the latter of whom, 


one might reaſonably ſuppoſe, would 


be deſirous of having the Succeſſion 


3 1 
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continued in their Princes, after 
the ſucceſſive Reigns of four Danis 
Kings. Add to this, that Edward 
having liv'd ſo long in Normanay, 
was little known here, and that he 
was a Prince of {mall Parts, and not 
very capable of aſſerting his Right. 
However, one lucky Thought did 
his Buſineſs at once. Tho' he had 
before proſecuted Earl Goodwin, who 
was alſo Duke of We/ex, for the 
Murder of. his Brother, yet conſi- 
dering the great Power and extenſive 
Genius of this Lord, in both which 
he was far ſuperior to all the reſt of 
the Nobility, he reſolv'd, upon the 


Advice of his Friends, to ſollicit his 


Protecttion and Support, and ac- 
cordingly obtain'd it: But firſt Good- 
Wwinz Who never neglected his own 

5 | Intereſt, 
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Intereſt, brought Edward to Arti- 
cles, and made him ſwear to marr 
his Daughter Eatha, notwith - 
ns his Averſion againſt taking to 
ife a Woman, whoſe Father he 
look'd upon as his Brother's Mur- 
Matters being thus ſettled between 
them, and the Danes having no Prince 
of their Nation in England, Goodwin 
at this favourable Conjuncture, con- 
ven'd a General- Aſſembly, and got Ed. 
evard acknowledg'd and proclaim'd 
King of England. This ſeems to be 
the cleareſt and moſt natural Account 
of this Affair, tho' ſome ſay that 
Edward was in Normandy when Har- 
dicanute died, and was invited over; 
and it muſt be own'd there is great 
Perplexity and Obſcurity in this Part 
of the Exgliſb Hiſtory. What fol- 
Jows is as difficult, and indeed more 
fo, all Circumſtances conſider d. We 
are told, that in this Aembly, Good- 
uin harangu'd fo againſt the Danes 
(by which it ſhould ſeem that none, 
or very few of them were there, or 
that there Spirits were very much 
funk) that it was not only agreed, 
that no Dane ſhould ever for the fu- 
ture fit upon the Eng; Throne, 
but that they likewiſe unanimouſly 
reſolv'd to expel all the Dares out 
of the Kingdom, and accordingly 
effected it. And ſome here intrg- 
© duce another Maſſacre, ſuch as that 
n Ethelred's Reign. Whether this 
be true or not, the Difficulties are 
very great on both Sides ; for as on 
the one hand it is hard to ſuppoſe, 
how the Danes, who but j fore 
were ſo powerful in Exgland, ſhould 
all on a ſudden be ſo borne down ; 
fo on the other, tis as unaccounta- 


ble, that after this Period the Danes 


ſhould be no more heard of, than if 
mo ſuch People had ever been in the 
Iſland. - This then is juſtly thought 
to be one of the moſt knotty Points 
in the Exgliſb Hiſtory. 

King Edward was a Man of a 
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weak Conſtitution, and a weaker 


Underſtanding. He was of an eaſy, 
indolent Diſpoſition, of an unſteady 
and irreſolute Temper, minded Tri- 
fles more than Matters of Impor- 
tance, and had no Ability for pub- 
_ SS 2 the 

ing gave the Nobles, particularly 
Cab, an Opportunity of riſing 
to an exorbitant of Power, 
little inferior to his own. Goodwin 
became even formidable to Edward, 
by the vaſt Number of Friends he 
had attach'd to his Intereſt, and 
would have ſoar'd ſtill higher, if 
he had not met with a Counter- 
balance in Siwward Earl of Northum- 
berland, and Leofrick Duke of Mer- 
cia, who was more a King in his 
Province than Edward himſelf. Theſe 


two powerful Lords uniting together 


were a Check to Goodwwin's Ambi- 
tion, and a Support to the Royal Au- 
thority. 'Tho' Edward was oblig' d 
to carry it fair to Goodwin, yet he 
had an invincible Hatred towards 
him and his whole Family in his 
Heart; which was the Reaſon of 
his deferring his Marrjage with his 
Daughter Editha as long as poſſible ; 
however, after a Delay of two Years, 
as he really ſtood in Fear of her 
Father, he eſpous'd her according to 
his Promiſe, but never conſummated 
the Marriage. She was a Lady of 
2 great Soul and of ſtrict Virtue, 
and bore this Treatment with the 
utmoſt Equanimity ; and as ſhe found 
it was to no purpoſe to endeavour to 
gain the King's Affections, ſhe di- 
verted her Mind with Reading and 
Acts of Devotion. She was one of 
the moſt beautiful, chaſte, humble 
and modeſt Ladies of her Time, and 
had nothing of her Father in her: 
So that 1t became a Saying, 


Sicut Spina Roſam, genuit Goodwinus 
Editham. 


Tho' Edward has the Titles of 
Saint and Confeſſor, yet he was __ 
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fo much a Chriſtian 72 rag ng 
firſt rtunity of ſhewing his Re- 
— hs Mother, - he har- 
bour'd Hatred in his Breaſt to his 
chaſte and virtuous Queen, purely 
on her Father's Account. He went 
haftily and unexpectedly to Viu- 
cheſter, where his Mother's Trea- 
ſures lay, ſeiz'd on them all, and 
ſtript her of every Thing, leaving 
her only a ſmall Penſion for her 
Life. Tis farther ſaid, tho? that 
wants proper Authority, that he had 
her accus'd of Incontinency with 
Alwin Biſhop of Winchefter, and 
made her undergo the 'Trial of Fire- 
Ordeal, which was to walk bare- 
footed and blindfold over nine red- 
hot Plough-ſhares, laid at unequal 
Diſtances ; and if the Perſon accus'd 
came off unhurt, ſhe was judg'd to 
be innocent, if otherwiſe, guilty. 
"Tis pretended Queen Emma went 
thro' this Purgation unhurt. Be this 
as it will, ſhe liv'd ten Years after, 
confin'd like a Priſoner to Vincheſter, 
where ſhe died in 1052. | 
In the mean Time Su in King of 
Norway, Son of Canute the Great, 
was preparing to invade England, in 


order to make good his Claim to 


the Crown. Edward made ſome 
Preparations to oppoſe him ; but a 
War | unexpectedly happening be- 
tween Denmark and Norway pre- 
vented Sweyn's intended Expedi- 
tion, and deliver'd England from its 
Fears. | 

A little after, wiz. in 1046, twenty- 
five Sail of piratical Danes arriv'd 
at Sandwich, and reviv'd the Ter- 
rors of the Engliþ : But Goodwin, 
Siavard and Leofrick took ſuch Mea- 
ſures, that they made off with all 
the Haſte they could. 

Several Circumſtances concurring, 
the King and Goodzvin came at laſt 
to an open Rupture. Furſt, Sware 
one of his Sons having debauch'd 
an Abbe/s, was forc'd to fly, and 
went over to Denmark, where ex- 
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pecting his Pardon in vain for a great 


while, he fitted out ſome Ships, and 
committed great Ravages and Cruel- 
ties upon the Enxgliſß Coaſts, This 
ve Goodwin's Enemies a great 
andle againſt him and his Fami- 
ly; but the King, till in Fear of 
him, was induc'd at laſt to give 
Swane his Pardon. However, his 
being thus oblig'd to conceal his 
Hatred againſt this potent Lord did 
but increaſe it the more. And then, 
the Normans, who were very nume- 
rous at Court, and in high Favour 
with the King, were great Th 
to Goodwin, becauſe he would often 
make loud Remonſtrances, and not 
without Cauſe, of the King's Partia- 
lity to them. The Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, in particular, who was 
a Norman, never ceas'd irritating the 
King againſt him. But an 
now happend, which brought Mat- 
ters to a Criſis, Euſtace Earl of Bo- 
loign having paid a Viſit to King 
Edward, was returning to France, 
and at Dover one of his People 
pick'd a Quarrel with a Townſman 
and kill'd him. This occaſion'd a 
reat Inſurrection of the Inhabitants, 
in which twenty of the Earl's Re- 
tinue loſt their Lives. Upon this 
the King order'd Goodwin to 
with ſome Troops and chaſtiſe a 
Rioters ; but he abſolutely refugid, 
ſaying juſtly, that it was not 
Cuſtom of England to puniſh 
unheard. Edward now came to a 
fix'd Reſolution to puniſh the- Earl 
for this Diſobedience, and was ta- 
king Meaſures as privately as poſlible 
for that Purpoſe. But Goodwin ha- 
ving Intelligence of it, rais d Forces 
in order to defend himſelf, an In- 
curſion made by the eib into He- 
reford/hire 1 him with a Pre- 
tence. However, by tlie Advice of 
a General- Aſſembly conven'd at Glou- 
ceſter, who were afraid of the Ef- 
fects of Goodwin's ſtanding upon his 
Defence, a Peace was patch'd BP 
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for the preſent. But it'did not laſt 
long: For the King not brooking 
#his Affront, us d all his Efforts by 
Promiſes and Preſents to gain over 


ome of his principal Friends; and 


when Matters were 'ripe, Goodwin 


. and his Sons were ſummon'd to ap- 


pear before the General-Aſſembly, 
which they refuſing, upon Notice 
that it was deſign'd to apprehend 
them, were baniſh'd the Realm ; and 
the Combination was ſo ſtrong againſt 
them, that they were forc'd to com- 


PY Goodwin reſolv'd upon endea- 
g to reſtore himſelf to his 
former State by Force of Arms. 
He had retired to Flanders, and 
having obtain'd ſome Ships and 
Forces from Earl Baldwin, whilſt 
tis Son Harold did the ſame in Ve- 
fand, they at length join'd, enter'd 
the Thames, and advanc'd towards 
London. Edward, in the Heat of 
is Paſſion, was for going, with the 
Ships he had ready, to try the 
Fortune of an Engagement ; but his 
Conncil oppos'd it, who were for 
wing calmer Methods to induce 
Goodwin to return to his Obedience. 
the mean Time, he being in- 
wrm'd how they ſtood affected, to 
render the Matter more eaſy for the 
King, made the firſt Advances to- 
wards an Accommodation. The King 
at irit abſolutely refus'd to hearken 
wany Terms; but at laſt was pre- 
Wied on by his principal Lords ta 
xeceive him again into Favour, out- 
after which Good- 
in ſoon became as powerful and 
formidable as ever, 
A little after this fei 


gn'd Recon- 


_  ciliation, Villiam the Baftard, Duke 


oF Normandy, arriv'd in England to 
pay a Viſit to King Edward, wha 
receiv'd him with 
avours he had 
xeceiv'd from him and the Duke his 


Father. And now it was, if ever, 


that King Edward nominated him 
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eat Marks of 


his Succeſſor in his Will, or pro- 
miſed to do ſo. That he ever did, 
is very much queſtioned: However, 
this was William's Pretence for inva- 
ding England after Edwards Death. 

n 1051, Edward did a Thing 
which was very agreeable to his 
Subjects: He i1h'd for ever the 
Tax call'd Danege/d, which a- 
mounted to 40,0007. a Year, and 
had been paid for 38 Vears. 

In 1053, Earl Goodwin, fo formi- 
dable to the King and the whole 
Kingdom, died. e relate a re- 
markable Circumſtance concerning 
his Death : That the King, as he 
ſat at Table with him, dropt ſome 
Words about his Brother Alfred; 
upon which the Earl taking a Bit of 
Bread, wiſh'd. it might be the laſt 
Morſel he might ever ſwallow, if 
he had any Hand in the Death of 
that Prince ; and going to ſwallow 
it hereupon, it tuck in his Throat, 
and choak'd him. But the beſt 
Hiſtorians ſay nothing of this, only 
that Goodwin died ſuddenly, as he 
ſat at Table with the King. Pro- 
bably the Story was invented after- 
wards in the Norman Times to black- 
en his Memory, as he was a great 
Enemy to all Foreigners, eſpecially 
the Normans. His Son Harold ſuc- 
ceeded him in all his high Poſts, 
who had all his Father's Abilities, 
without his Pride and Haughtineſs, 
and became at laſt fo popular, at 
the ſame Time that he equall'd his 
Father in Power, that he began to 
entertain Thoughts of ſucceeding 
to the Crown, and took his Mea- 
ſures accordingly. 

Twas happy for Edward, that he 
had no War ſince the Beginning 
of his Reign; but now, in 1054, 
Macbeth, Ki 
upon Cumberland, in Prejudice of 
Malcolm, of the Royal Family of 
that little Kingdom, King Edward 
took the latter's Part. This War 


was but a very ſhort one: For Si- 


_ avard, 


ng of Scotland, ſeizing 


of Scot, 
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ward, Earl of Northumberland, by 
one deciſive Battle, drove Macbeth 
out of Cumberland, and left Malcolm 
in Poſſeſſion of it. Soon after which, 
the valiant Siward died, and Teſton, 
Harold's Brother, was made Earl of 
Northumberland in his Room. Some 


Vill have it, that Sizvard deſtroy d 


Macbeth, '\and made Malcolm King 
of Scotland as well as Cumberland. 

About the ſame Time, the We, 
under their King Grifin, and A/fpar 
a baniſh'd Exgliſb Nobleman, made 
an Inroad into England, and took 
and plunder'd Hereford; but Earl 
Harold marching againſt them with 
an Army he had himſelf rais'd, put 
them to the Rout, and drove them 
back into their own Country : Which 
ſucceſsful Expedition added very 
much to the Reſpect the People 
before had for him; and they began 
now to talk openly, that no Man was 
ſo worthy to ſucceed to the Crown 
as Harold, fince King Edward had 
no Heirs. 

The King being ſenſible that Ha- 
rold aim'd at the Crown, in order 
to defeat his Hopes, ſent for his Ne- 
phew Edward, Son of Edmund Iron- 


fide, out of Hungary. He accord- 


ingly came over to England with his 


Son Edgar Atheling and his two 


Daughters, in the Year 1057, but 
died ſoon after his Arrival. About 
the fame Time alſo died Leofric, 
Duke of Mercia, the Story of whoſe 
Wife Godiva's riding thro Cowen- 
try naked is well known. 

Prince Edward's Death put new 
Life into Harold; for as to Edgar 
his Son, as he was very young, there 
ſeem'd no great Difficulty in ſetting 
him aſide. Soon after this we hear 
of Harold at the Court of Norman- 
dy. Some ſay he went over on pur- 
— to get out of Duke William's 

ands his Brother and Nephew, 
whom King Edward had receiv'd 
of Goodwin his Father as Hoſtages 
upon his Reconciliation, and had 


in's Head. 


ſent over to be kept in Normandy; 
and others fay he was accidentally. 
driven upon that Coaſt by a Storm, 
When he was there, tis ſaid, he took 
an Oath to Duke Milliam to aſſiſt 
him in obtaining, the Crown of Eng- 
land after Edward's Death. How- 
ever, when he was got away, he 
look'd upon himſelf as not bound 
by an Oath which was extorted from 
him. As to the King, he was quite 
unreſolv'd about the Succeſſion, pro- 
moting neither the Intereſt of his 
Nephew Edgar, nor of Duke il. 
liam, and fo that he could but pals 
his Days in Peace, ſeem'd not to 
trouble himſelf about what ſhould 
happen after his Death. 

The Ve renewing their Incur- 
ſions in 1063, were again repuls'd 
by Harold and his Brother Tofton, 
who oblig*d them to dethrone Grin, 
and become tributary to England, 
They afterwards reſtor'd him and re- 
new'd the War, but Haro/d march- 
ing to their Frontiers ſtruck ſuch z 
Terror into them, that to pacify” 
him, they ſent him their King Grif+ 


The Northumbrians being px 
vouſly oppreſs'd by Teſton their Early 
roſe up in Arms and expell'd ham 
their Country. Harold was ſent to 
chaſtiſe them, and reſtore his Bro- 
ther. But the People made ſuch 
Remonſtrances to him of Tofton's HF * 
Government, that he interceded for 
them with the King, obtain'd their 
Pardon, and procur'd them another 
Governor, whom they deſir d. This 
entirely gain'd him the Affections of 
the Northern People, and indeed of 
the whole Kingdom, for his Equity 
and Juſtice. But To/ton bore him an 
implacable Hatred ever after; of 
whom this cruel Inſtance of Re- 
venge is recorded, that going to his 
Brother's Country-Houſe with tis 
Attendants, he cut ſome of his Do- 
meſticks in Pieces, barrell'd ther | 
up, and ſent them to him for a Pte 
ſems | 
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ſent ; after which he made the beſt 
of his Way into Flanders. 

» Whilſt Harold was uſing all the 
Addreſs he was Maſter of to procure 
his Succeſſion to the Crown, King 
Edward ' gave himſelf no Trouble 
about it, but was wholly engag'd in 
building the Church and Mo 
at Weſtminſter. He juſt liv'd to ſee 
them finiſh'd, and the Ceremony of 
their Dedication perform'd in a moſt 
folemn Manner, and dying in the 
z4th Year” of his Reign, 4. D. 
1065, was buried in the Sepulchre 
he had provided for himſelf in Veſt- 
minſtat- Abbey, which he built. He 
Was the laſt King of Egbert's Race, 
tho* not the laſt Saxen King, ſince 
Harold was of that Nation, tho' 
not of the Blood Royal. He was 
à Prince of but weak natural Parts, 
eaſy - and -natur'd, mild and 
peaceable, very liberal to the Monks, 
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and remarkable neither for his Vir- 
tues nor his Vices. He was ca- 
noniz'd by Pope Alexander III. a- 
bout 200 Years after his Death, by 
the Name of Edward the Confeffor, 
tho* we don't find he ſuffer'd any 
Thing on Account of Religion. 

He was the firſt King who rauch d 
for what is now call'd the Xing 
Evil, and many Cures are faid to 
have been wrought by him : But 
that is no Wonder, ſince ſeveral 
other Miracles are aſcrib'd to him; 
and one would think they ſhould 
all be hereditary, if that of curing 
the King's Evil be ſo. What is 
more material, he reduc'd the Ve- 
Saxon, Mercian and Danih Laws 
into one Body, which from that 
Time became common to all Erg- 
land, and were call'd the Laws of 
King Edward. 
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HAROLD IL 


CCORDING to the antient 
Uſage of the Kingdom, E4- 


gar Atheling was the only Perſon on 


whom the Crown ſhould have de- 
volv'd, he being the only remaining 
Prince of the Family of the antient 
Kings. But Harold, Earl Goodwwin's 
Son, had manag'd his Matters ſo 
well, that upon Edward's Death 
he eaſily ſtept into the Throne. The 
Manner of his doing this is variouſly 
related. Some Writers ſay, he was 
unanimouſly and freely elected by the 
General Aſembly, and was crown'd 
the next Day by the Archbiſhop of 
York, Others affirm that he com- 
pell'd them to ele& him, after ha- 
ving extorted his Nomination from 
the late King, as he lay a dying: 
And others again will have it, that 
he did not concern himſelf about 
the Conſent of the Great Council, 
but uſurp'd the Crown without any 
Manner of Ceremony. However this 
be, after he was crown'd, all ac- 
knowledg'd him for their Sovereign, 
and obey d him as ſuch. And what- 
ever may be ſaid of his aſpiring to 


the ſupreme Authority, it muſt be. 


own'd, he had all the Qualifications 
requiſite to the forming of a great 
Prince ; and if he gain'd the Aﬀec- 
tions of the People, when he was a 
private Man, with a View to the 
Crown, he no leſs ſtudied to pre- 
ſerve their Affections after he was 


King. He did many popular Things, 


leſſen'd the Taxes, and caus'd Juſ- 
tice to be impartially adminiſter'd. 
But tho? all Things were quiet 
and eaſy among his own Subjects, 
more Storms than ne were gather- 
ing 2-ainſt him rom abroad. The 
Duke of ormandy had long enter- 
tain'd 'T noughts of ſuccecding to the 


Crown of England upon Edward's 


Death, moy'd thereto either by the 
verbal Promiſe or Will of that 


Prince, but much more by his own 
Ambition, and was now actually 
meditating to put his Deſign in Exe- 
cution, enrag'd that Harold had con- 
trary to his Oath ſet himſelf up for 
King. But before Matters came to 
be decided by Arms between the 
Duke and Harold, his Brother 7 
ton, from the implacable Enmity he 
bore him, was ſeeking to diſturb his 
Government, in order to dethrone 
him. The Earl of Flanders havin 

furniſh'd him with ſome Ships — 
Troops, he greatly infeſted the Eug- 
li Coaſts, and having plunder'd 
the e of Wight, proceeded to 
Sandwich. But being told that the 
King was marching againſt him, he 
ſail'd for the North, enter'd the 
Humber, and made a Deſcent upon 
Yorkſhire. Harold order'd Morcar 
Earl of Northumberland to oppoſe 
him, chuſing himſelf to ſtay at Lon- 
don to prevent any Thing being con- 
triv'd againſt him in favour of EA. 
gar, by thoſe who had a great Af - 
fection for the antient Royal Fami- 
ly. To keep them eaſy and obviate 
their Diſcontents, he ſhew'd great 
Reſpect to the Prince, created him 
Earl of Oxford, and took Care of 
his Education, as if he would have 
it thought that he intended to reſign 
the Crown to him when he ſhould - 
be of fit Age to govern. In the 
mean Time Morcar with the Earl of 
Chefter coming upon Tofton unawares, 
forc'd him to fly with his little Ar- 
my, and return to his Ships, He 
ſteer'd towards Scotland, to ſolicit 
Aid there ; but finding it to no pur- 
poſe, he put to Sea again to make 
another Attempt upon England with 
the Forces he had; when by a 
Storm he was driven on the Coaſt 
of Norway, and there met with 

what he defir'd, | \ uy 
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For Harfager King of Norway 
having te ſome Progreſs in his 
Deſigns upon Scotland, was prepa- 
ring to carry on his Conqueſts ; an 
Tofton perſuaded him to turn his 
Arms againſt England, repreſenting 
the State of Affairs there in ſuch a 
Light, as to make him believe it 
would be an eaſy Matter for him to 
make himſelf Maſter of that King- 
dom. Accordingly he with To/tor 
enter d the Tyne with 500 Ships. 
Harold had rais'd a Army to 
—— the Duke of Normandy, who 

been making great Preparations 

for his intended Invaſion ; but ha- 
- ving waited all the Summer for his 
Coming, and imagining the Duke 
had deferr'd his Expedition till next 
Spring, he, to ſave Expences to his 
Subjects, had juſt- begun to diſband 
it for the Winter : When being ſur- 
priz'd by this unexpected Invaſion 
of Harfager and Tofton, he haſtily 
drew it together again in order to 
march againſt them. The Enemy, 
in the mean Time,; having plunder d 
the Country on both Sides the Jyne, 
embark*d again, enter'd the Hum- 
Ger, landed, and ravag'd the Coun- 
oy and beſieg d and took York. 
erold having march'd with all Ex- 
pedition was now come up with 
"them at Stanford Bridge, on the 
Derwent. They were poſted on the 
other Side of the River, and were 
Maſters of the Bridge; ſo that Ha- 


> zold could not come at them to give 


them Battle, without firſt gaining the 
Bridge. The Exgliſb attack'd it with 
great Reſolution, and it was bravely 
efended by the Norwegians : But 
they could not withſtand the Efforts 
of the Exgliſb, tho* encourag'd by 
the Valour of one Man, who alone 
defended the Bridge for no ſmall 
Time againſt the whole Egliſb Ar- 
"my but at laſt being ſlain, after he 
had, as tis faid, kill'd 40 Men with 
his own Hands, Harold became Ma- 
Ker of the Bridge, and led his Army 
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over. And now a memorable Battle 
was fought, which was very bloody 
and very obſtinate, laſting from Se- 
ven in the Morning till in the 
Afternoon, between two very nu- 
merous Armies, no leſs than 60,000 
on each Side, till at laſt the Norwwe- 
gians were. totally routed, and Ha- 
rold obtain'd a compleat Victory, 
Harfager and 13 being both ſlain, 
A great and rich Booty fell into the 
Hands of the Exgliſb, and amongſt 
the reſt, a conſiderable pony of 
Gold. But here King Harold was 
very impolitick : For whether it was 
to eaſe the People of an Expence 
which would ſoon become neceſſary 
in the War againſt the Duke of Vor- 
mandy, or for whatever Reaſon it 
was, he kept the Spoils to himſelf, 
without ſharing them amongſt his 
Soldiers, which rais'd ſuch Diſcon- 
tents in the Army as prov'd after- 
wards very detrimental to his Af- 
fairs. 

William Duke of Normandy had 
ſoon after King Edward's Death 
ſent Ambaſſadors to Harald, requi- 
ring him to deliver up the Crown to 
him, and in Caſe of Refuſal, to 
charge him with Breach of Oath, 
and to declare War againſt him. 
Harold return'd for Anſwer, that 


the Duke had no Right to the 


Crown, that the Oath was extorted 
from him, and ſo was null and void, 
- ages he would defend 2 * 

ight againſt all Oppoſers. n 
this the Duke T to — 
England, and as he found it difficult 
to raiſe Money for this Expedition 


by a publick Tax, he did it by a 
voluntary Subſcription amongſt his 


Subjects, to which ſome great Men 
leading the Way, the reſt very rea- 
dily follow'd their Example : But 
all being not ſufficient, he obtain'd 
Aſſiſtance from ſeveral neighbouring 
States. And being conſcious of the 
Weakneſs of his 'Title, he got the 
Pope to approve of his Deſign, and 


to excommunicate all that ſhould op- 
him, upon Promiſe, no doubt, of 
pare t Things for the Church. 
A .ovy of his Approbation, the 
Pontiff ſent him a conſecrated Ban- 
ner, with a golden Agnut Dei, and 
one of St. Peter's Fairs. Harold 
was not behind hand in his Prepara- 
tions to give the Duke a warm Re- 
ception, but equipp'd a large Fleet, 
and rais'd a numerous Army, which, 
after waiting in vain a good while 
for the Duke, he had given Orders 
for diſbanding, juſt before he heard 
of Harfager and Tofton's Invaſion. 
And now, but nine Days after his 
famous Victory at Stanford Bridge, 
the Duke of Normandy, who had been 
long waiting for a fair Wind, land- 
ed on the 29th of September, 1066, 
at Pevenſey, now Pemſey, in Suſſex, 
and having built a Fort near the 
Place to favour his Retreat in Caſe 
of Neceſſity, (tho' ſome ſay he ſent 
his Ships back to Normandy, and 
others that he burnt them, to let his 
Men fee they muſt either conquer or 
die,) he march'd along the Shore as 
far as Haſtings, where he built a ſe- 
cond and ſtronger Fort, and waited 
for the Coming of the Enemy. 
Harald was yet in the North, rec- 
tifying the Diſorders occaſion'd by 
the | * coding and ' not cting 
the Normans till Spring. t as 
ſoon as he was inform'd of their 
Arrival, he march'd with the ut- 
moſt Expedition back to London, 
where the Nobility came in to him, 
promiſing their Aſſiſtance ; but he 
found his Army much diminiſh'd by 
the Loſſes at Stanford Bridge, and by 
Multitudes deſerting thro* Diſcon- 
tent. However, having drawn all 
his Forces together, he march'd and 
encamp*d about ſeven Miles from 
the Norman Army, reſolving to give 
them Battle. Duke Villiam per- 
ceiving this, advanc'd a little for- 


ward to a commodious Piece of 


Ground, that he might draw up kis 
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. A 1 the beſt r 
ng; t the Night in 
df rang, 2s if fare of the Vie | 
tory, and the Normans in prepari 
for the Fight, and praying to God 
for Succeſs. | | 
The important Day was now 
come, the 14th of OXober, being 
Harola's Birth-Day, but more me- 
morable to England for one of the 
teſt Events that ever befel it. 


he Battle began with great Fury 
and equal Bravery on both Sides, 


The Engliſb were at firſt very much 


annoy' d by the Norman Long-Bow-æ, 
a Way of fighting they had not been 
us'd to, Which put them in ſome 
Diſorder; but recovering themſelves, 
they ſo warmly engag d the Nor- 
mant, that they were lere · d to give 
back a little, who renewing the At- 
tack met with as vigorous a Re- 
ſiſtance as before, the Exgliſb havin 

much the Advantage of them wi 

their Bills, which were their antient 
Weapons; nor was it in the Power 
of the Normans to break their Ranks, 
which remain'd impenetrable, tilt 


"the Duke thought of a Stratagem, 


which was, for his Men to retreat as 
they were fighting, as if they were 
about to OE embolden'd the 
Engliſb to upon the retirin 
Enemy, and in thes Eagerneſs they 
broke their Ranks; and then the 
Normans ſtanding their Ground, and 
by a Diſcipline they had been us'd 
to, cloſing their Ranks again, fell 
on the diſorder'd Engliſb, and made 
a terrible Slaughter of them, Ha: 
ro/d did all he could to rally his 
Forces, and ſo far ſucceeded, as to 
draw up on a riſing Ground a good 
Body of Foot, which being join'd 
by the flying Troops became very 
conſiderable. 'The Duke order'd this 
Body to be attack'd with freſh Fury, 
but the Exgliſb receiv'd them with 
the utmoſt Bravery, kill'd 
Numbers of the ; - ans; deb 
ſery'd their Ranks. The Battle 
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laſted from Seven in the Morning, 
and now Night drew on, whilſt Vic- 
tory as yet — to remain in Suſ- 
pence. But the Duke had a Mind 
to make one Puſh more before it was 
dark, to drive the E:gli/ from their 
Station. In this fatal Attack, Ha- 
reld was ſlain by an Arrow ſhot into 
his Brains; at which the Engl; be- 
ing quite diſmay'd betook them- 


ſelves to Flight, and the Normans 


purſuing them as lang as twas Day- 
ight, made a terrible Slaughter, 
killing all they could overtake. 
Garth and Lewin the King's Bro- 
thers were ſlain, and the Normans 
in'd a compleat Victory. This 
important Battle was fought near 
Heathfield in Suſſex, in the Place 
where the Town of Battle now 
ſtands, which took its Name from 
jt. The Duke loſt 6000 of his 
Men, but the Engliſb an incredi- 
ble Number. Villiam immediately 
grder*d his whole Army to fall on 
their Knees, and thank God for ſo 
great a Victory; and in the Morn- 
ing caus'd his own Dead to be bu- 
red, and gave the Eng/i/> Peaſants 
; ps to do the fame for their Coun- 


"trymen. The Bodies of the King 


and his two \Brothers being found, 
he ſent them to their Mother, who 
buried chem in Waltham- Abbey, which 
Harold had founded. 


Thus fell the brave Harold, fight- 


ing valiantly not only in his own, 
bur his Country's Cauſe, after a 


ſhort: and turbulent Reign of nine 
M.onchs and nine Days: And with 
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him totally ended the Empire of the 
Anglo-Saxons in England, which be- 
in the Perſon of Hengiſt above 
Years, before. It is very re- 
markable that Villiam, in Eff 
became Maſter of Eng/and by this 
one fortunate Blow, whereas all the 
former Invaders, Romans, Saxons, 
and Danes, conquer'd it as it were, 
by Inches. The Engii+ are ſaid at 
this Time to have been much 
funk in Luxury, Idleneſs and Vice, 


which had infected all Orders of 


Men amongſt them, as the Conſe- 
quence of a long Peace of 5o Years 
which had made them alſo neglectful 
of Arms, to which ſome in great 
Meaſure aſcribe this wonderful Re- 
volution brought about by the Nor- 
mans, But 'tis manifeſt the Exgliſs 
fought with as much Valour as the 
Normans, tho* Fortune at laſt turn'd 
1 them. The ＋ Retreat of 

eir Enemies, and Harold's Death, 
ſeem to be the chief Cauſes of their 
loſing the Day: Tho' after all we 
muſt conclude, that the Hand of 
Providence was eminently concern'd 
in this grand Affair. 

Harold had three Sons by his firſt 
Wite, Edmund, Goodwin and Mag- 
nus, Who retir'd into reland. after 
their Father's Death ; and by his 
ſecond Wife, a Son nam'd , 
who was but a Child waen the Bat- 
tle of Haſtings was fought, and was 
afterwards knighted by Milliam Ru- 
Jus. He had alſo two Daughters, 
one of which was married to #alde- 
mar, King of Ruſſia. 
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WILLIAM II 


E are now come to one 
of the moſt conſidera- 
ble Periods in all the 
Eee Hiſtory, wiz. 

= the Norman Conquelt ; 
as that Revolution in- 
troduc'd a new Face of Things in 
the Nation, a moſt remarkable Al- 
tcration in its Laws, Language, Man- 
ners and Cuſtoms ; as England, after 


this ſurprizing Conjuncture, began to 


make a more conſiderable Figure in 
Europe than ever it had done e 
and as from hence it receiv'd a new 
Race of Kings, which either by the 
Male or Female Line has continu'd 
down to this very Day. Theſe Mo- 
narchs indeed were of ſeveral Houſes 
or Families, according to the Prin- 
ces or Perſons who eſpous'd the Prin- 
ceſſes of England, and from ſuch 
N gave Kings and Queens 
to this Nation; or according to the 
different Branches into which the 
Royal Family was divided. Thus 
the Normans Bus. with Villiam the 
Congueror, the Head of the whole 
Race, aud ended with Henry I. in 
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William I. furnam'd the Baſtard, or the Conqueror. 


whom the Male Line fail'd, Ste 
phen was the only one of the Houſe 
of Blois, from the Marriage of Aus- 
la, the Congucror's fourth Daughter, 
with Stephen Earl of Blots, The 
Plantagenets, or Houſe of Anjou, be- 
gan with Henry II. from the Mar- 
riage of Matilda or Maud, Daugh - 
ter to Henry I. with Geoffrey Planta- 
genet, Earl of Anjou, and continyed 
undivided to Richard II. inclufive. 
Theſe were afterwards divided into 
the Houſes of Lancaſter and Tork ; 
the former beginning with Henry IV 


Son of John of Gaunt Duke of Lan 


caſter, fourth Son of Edward Ih, 
and ending with Henry VI. The 
latter began with Edward IV. Son 
of Richard Duke of York, who on 
the Father's Side was Grandſon ta 
Edmund de Longley, fifth Son of EA. 
ward III. and by his Mother de- 
ſcended from Lionel, third Son of 
the ſaid King; and ended in Ri- 
chard III. The Family of the Tu- 
dors began with Henry VII. from 
the Marriage of Margaret, Great 
Grand-daughter of John of Gaunt, 

F 3: with 


* 


with Edmund Tua Earl of Rich- 
mond ; and ended with Queen E/:- 
zabeth. The Houſe of Stuarts, be- 
with James I. Son of Henry 
tuart Lord Darnley, and Mary 
Queen of Scots, whoſe Grandmo- 
ther was aret, Daughter to 
Hen VII. and ended with Queen 
Anne. Wilkam III. was the on! 
e of the Houſe of Orange, whoſe 
other was -Mary, Daughter to 
Charles I. The Houſe of Brunſwick 
now reigning began with his Jate 
Majeſty King Ges, I. whoſe Grand- 
mother was the Princeſs Elixabeth, 
Daughter to King James I. Ha- 
ving made this Digreſſion, for the 
Diſtinction of the following 
iſtory, I now return to my preſent 
Subject, that of Villiam the Con- 


ar. 
William was the ſeventh Duke of 
Normandy from Rollo the firſt Duke, 
of whom Mention has been made in 
the Reign of King Alfred. His Fa- 
ther Duke Nobert, Brother to Duke 
Richard III. was never married, but 
being charm'd with the graceful 
Mien of a young Woman, nam'd 
Arlotta, (whence tis ſaid came the 
Word Har lot) a Skinner's Daugh- 
ter, as he ſaw her dancing with 
ether Country Girls, he took her 
for his Miſtreſs, and by her had this 
Min. Duke Robert about ſeven 
Years after, taking it in his Head to 
On Pilgrimage to Feruſal: m, be- 
ore his Departure, caus'd the States 
of Normandy to acknowledge his 
«young Son for his Succeſior ; and 
dying in his Journey, William ac- 
cordingly ſucceeded him in 1035, 
* Heing then about nine Years of Age. 
e met with a great deal of 'I'rou- 
ble during his Minority, from ſeve- 
ril Preteriders to the Dukedom, as 
well as from the King of France, 
who wanted to get it into his own 
Hands but by &is Vigour and Con- 
duct, and the Wiſdom of thoſe in 
the Admidrfication, he got the bet- 


E 
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ter of all his Enemies, and eſta- 
bliſh'd himſelf firmly in the Poſſeſ- 
fion of the ſovereign Authority, 
And now, in all Probability, he 
might have paſs'd the reſt of his 
Days in Peace, if his Ambition had 
nat put him upon making new Ac- 
quiſitions. His having an Eye to 
the Crown of England, it is very 
likely, was what brought him over 
hither to make a Viſit to King Ed- 
Tward his Couſin, who had no Chil- 
dren, and who then, *tis generally 
thought, promis'd him to make a 
Will in his Favour. However, from 
this Time he began to look upon 
himſelf as having a Claim, EF. 
one as it was, to be Edward's Suc- 
ceſſor, and ſeem'd reſolv'd, if all 
other Methods fail'd, to accompliſh 
his Deſign by Force of Arms. How 
he did this we have already ſeen, 
and his Succeſs in 'the memorable 
Battle of Haſtings, by which he in 
a Manner did his Buſinefs at once. 

The firſt Thing he did after the 
Battle of Haſtings, was to lay Siege 
to Dower, in order to ſecure his Re- 
treat in Caſe of Neceſſity, and to 
have a Place from whence he might 
eaſily ſend for Supplies from Nor- 
mandy. The Conſternation it was 
in made it ſoon ſurrender: Which 
having order'd to be more ſtrongly. 
ſortiſy d, and ſpent ſome Days there 
to forward the Work, he march'd 
with his victorious Army for London. 
In this March it was, that, as ſome 
tell us, he was met by the Kenti/h 
Men, with each a green Bough in 
his Hand, ſo that they ſeem'd hke a 
moving Wood, which at firſt ſome- 
what ſurpriz'd him; but he ſoon 
found the Meaning of it, and that 
they were only come to offer their 
Submiſſion, and to demand the Pre- 
ſervation of their antient Rights ; 
which, 'tis ſaid, he granted. But 
bits Story is look'd upon by the 
moſt judicious Writers to be a down- 
right Forgery. 
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In the mean Time the City of 
Londen was in the utmoſt Confuſion, 
{me being for one Thing and ſome 
for another, nor could they by any 
Means agree in their Opinions. A- 
mong other Projects, ſome were 
for placing Edgar Atheling on the 
Throne, and the Earls Edwin and 
Morcar, who had retir'd to London 
after the Battle of Haſtings, were at 
the Head of this Party. But all 
they could do was to prevail on the 
Citizens to ſhut up their Gates a- 

inſt William, till they could fix on 
ome Reſolution. The Duke by this 
Time was come to Southwark, and 
there he encamp'd, and lay ſome 
Days, expecting the voluntary Sub- 
miſſion of London; but on the con- 
trary, Edwin and Morcar took this 
Opportunity to ſpirit up the Citizens 
to make a Sally upon the Normans ; 
which they did, but it was eaſily re- 
uls'd. This made the Duke ſenſi- 
le it was neceſſary to take more 
vigorous Methods, and as a Siege, 
which might have laſted a great 
while, would have been very incon- 
venient in his preſent Circumſtan- 
ces, he reſolv'd to lay hold on the 
Conſternation the City was then in, 
to ſubdue them by Terror rather 
than by Force. To this End he 
poſted himſelf at Vullingford, and 
ſent out Detachments to plunder the 
Counties near London, to frighten the 
Citizens, and to cut them off from 
Proviſions ; and at the ſame Time 
burnt Southwark to the Ground. 
The two Earls above-mention'd till 
labour'd hard for Edgar, and the 
Majority of the People were on their 


Side; but their Meaſures were bro- 


ken by the Clergy then in London, 
and the two Archbiſhops at their 
Head, who were for ſubmitting to 
the Duke, and had form'd a ftrong 
Party among the Citizens for that 
Purpoſe : So that Edwin and Morcar 
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after, the two Archbiſhops, with 
the Biſhop of Winchefter, and EFagar 
himſelf, went over to the 
who was then at Berkhamftcad ; = 
their Example was ſoon follow'd by 
a great many Perſons of Diſtinction. 
But the Londoners being ſtill unre- 
ſolv'd, the Duke drew nearer the 
City, as if with a Deſign to beſiege 
it: Upon which the Magiſtrates 
deſpairing of being able to defend it 
in the midſt of the preſent Confu- 
ſion, went out and met him, 
preſented him with the Keys of the 
Gates. And then, after holding a 
Conſultation with the Prelates and 
Nobles who had before ſubmitted 
they waited on him in a Body, an 
made him an Offer of the Crown: 
He pretended at firſt to heſitate, as 
if he had forgot what he came a- 
bout, and deſir'd Time to conſult 
with his Friends ; whoſe Advice, as 
might eaſily be foreſeen, being a- 
reeable to his Wiſhes, he told the 
g Lords and Magiſtrates of 
London, that he was ready to yield 
to their Requeſt : And io he accept- 
ed the Crown as their Gift; and 
this is certain, that tho' he has the 
Title of Conqueror given him, he 
never openly pretended to hold the 
Crown by Right of Conqueſt. | 
Tho” this was but a fore d Elec 
tion, and without the Conſent of 
the reſt of the Nation, yet Wilkam 
was crown'd at London on Chriſtmas- 
Day, having firſt caus'd a Fort to be 
built which he gariſon'd with Ner- 
mans, becauſe he ſtill ſuſpected the 
Citizens. The Ceremony was per- 
form'd by 4/dr:d, Archbiſhop of 
York, becauſe Stigand, Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, lay under a Suſpen- 
ſion from Rome, and Wilkam had 
not yet a Mind to diſpleaſe the 
Pope. The Archbiſhop addreſſing 
himſelf to the Eng/ih, aſłk d them, 
whether they would have the Duke 


finding they could not prevail retir'd 


of Normandy for their King? and 
into the Nerth and immediately 


the Biſhop of Conſtance put the ams 
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70 
Queſtion to the Normans, by which 
it was plain that twas William's 
— to ſettle them here. They 
th having conſented with loud 
Acclamations, the Archbiſhop plac'd 
the Duke on the Throne, and ad- 
miniſter'd to him the Oath, uſuall 
taken the Saxon Kings ; which 
in Subſtance was, To protect the 
Church and its Minifters, to govern 
the Nation with Equity, to enact juſt 
Laws, and cauſe them to be duly ob- 
Jerv'd, and to forbid all Rapines and 
ut Tudements, What was moſt 
rizing, and ſav'd William a 
World of Trouble, which in all 
Appearance he had ſtill to go thro), 
was, that as ſoon as ever it was 
known that he had been crown'd at 
Zondon, he was immediately without 
any Oppoſition acknowledg'd for 
King throughout the whole Nation. 
So wonderfully did every Thing 
concur to bring abont this great Re- 
volution ! 

King William, a few Days after 
his Coronation, retir'd from London 
to Berking, where Multitudes came 
and ſubmitted to him, ' and among 
the reſt Edwin and Morcar. He re- 
ceiv'd them in a moſt favourable 
Manner, aſſur'd them of his Pro- 
tection, and in their Preſence gave 
Prince Edgar large Poſſeſſions, who 
was ſo belov'd by the Eng/ih, that 
he was generally call'd England's 
Darling. Soon after, he laid the 
Foundation of a Church and Mo- 
naſtery in the Place where Harold 
was lain, and order'd that the Mo- 
naſtery, when finiſh'd, ſhould be 
call'd Baztle- 4bb;y. In the Begin- 
ning of his Government he us'd 
rear Moderation towards the Eng- 

, and expreſs'd a tender Regard 
for them ; and the three firſt Months 
of his Reign paſs'd to their great 
Satisfaction. But this ſhort Time of 
Tranquillity and mutual Confidence 
was follow'd by Jealouſy, Miſtruſt 
and” Severity on the King's Side, 
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and frequent Revolts and Commo- 
tions on the People's; in Which, 
whether the King was moſt to blame 
or the People, cannot eafily be de- 
termined, by reaſon of the Partiality 
of Writers on each Side, according 
as they ſtood affected. This how- 
ever is certain, that the Eng/i/h were 
ill treated by this King, that he 
ſhew'd great Partiality to the Nor- 
mans, and rul'd the Natives with a 
deſpotick Sway, exerciſing many Acts 
of Severity _ them, and treating 
them to all Intents and Purpoſes as 
a conquer'd People. Tis certain 


alſo, that there were many Revolts, 


and Attempts to ſhake off the Nor- 
man Yoke ; but that they all prov'd 
ineffectual, and ſerv'd only for a 
Handle to yet greater Acts of Seve- 
rity, as will appear from a brief Re- 
cital of Facts. 

The Beginning of the Year 1067, 
King William, without any other 
viſible Reaſon than to diſplay his 
new Grandeur among his old Sub- 
jets, went over to Normandy, taking 
with him ſuch Engliſb Lords as he 
moſt ſuſpected, to prevent any Thing 
being done to his Prejudice in his 
Abſence ; for which Reaſon alſo he 

lac'd ſtrong Gariſons of Normans 
in all the Caftles. His Brother Odi 
Biſhop of Bayeux and William Fitz- 
Ohorn were intruſted with the Go- 
vernment of the Kingdom; and 
theſe ſticking at no Methods to 
enrich themſelves, exceedingly op- 
preſs'd the Engliſs, and proceeded 
in ſuch a Manner, that one would 
almoſt think they had Orders for 
what they did, that the People might 
be ſtirr'd up to revolt, and ſo there 
might be ſome plauſible Pretence to 
treat them with the more Severity, 
by taking away their Eſtates, and 
other Methods, by which the King 
might have it in his Power the bet- 
ter to reward his Normans. Be this 


as it will, the Kenti/omen at this 
Time attempted to recover their Li- 
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betty, and call'd to their Aſſiſtance 
Euſftate Earl of Bolvign, who failing 
in his Project of ſurprizing Dower 
Caſtle, retir'd to his Ships, and left 
the Kentiſimen to the Mercy of the 
Regents. Edric Forefter, an Engliſh 


Lord, alſo took up Arms in Here- 


fordhire, and eruelly treated all the 
ormans that fell into his Hands. 
This haſtened the King's Return to 
England; who, inſtead of puniſhing 
the Regents, approv'd of their Con- 
duct, to the no ſmall Diſcontent and 
Mortification of the Engh/. 

The King was naturally covetous, 
and greedy to hoard up Money : 
His great Armament had run him 
vaſtly in Debt; and he now thought 
it high Time to reward thoſe who 
had aſſiſted him in his Expedition, 
according to their Expectations. For 
theſe Reaſons he, in 1068, reviv'd 
the Tax, formerly call'd Danegeld, 
which was levy'd upon the poor 
Engliſb with all imaginable Rigour. 
And now Inſurrections and Revolts 
follow'd in abundance. The Inha- 
bitants of Exeter refuſing to take 
the Oath to the King, and to admit 
a Norman Gariſon, William was pre- 
paring to beſiege it in Form, and 
the Citizens had no other Courſe to 
take but to implore his Mercy. At 
the earneſt Intreaties of the Clergy 
he pardon'd them, how much ſoever 
in his own Mind he was againſt it: 
And to keep them in Order for the 
future, he caus'd a Caſtle to be built 


in the City, and gariſon'd it with 


Normans. | 
The late Tax not being ſufficient 
for the Purpoſes before mention'd, 
the King had Recourſe to other Ex- 
dients, which greatly increas'd the 
{contents of the Ergh/p. He ſent 
Commiſſtoners into all Parts, to in- 
quire who had fided with Harold, 
and to confiſcate their Eſtates. 
Edwin and Morcar, N at 
this Treatment of the Engh/, re- 
volted, and having rais'd an Army, 
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were re-inforc'd by Blethwin 2 
of Wales with a good Number © 
Troops. But the King marching 
with all Expedition againſt them; 
with a great Superiority of Forces; 
broke their Meaſures ; upon 
which the two Earls ſubmitted, and. - 
were pardon'd. But this Act of 
ſeeming Clemency to the Leaders 
in the Rebellion loſt all its Effect, 
by his ſeverely puniſhing others WhO 
were leſs guilty : Nay, he caus'd 
ſeveral who had no Hand in the 
Revolt to be ſhut up in Priſon 
which ſpread a Terror thro' the 
Nation; as did al his building 
Caſtles in divers Places, which, *twas 
eaſy to perceive, were deſign'd to 
over-awe the Egli. There were 
indeed, as may well be ſuppos'd, 
great Animoſities between them and 
the Normans, the latter behaving to- 
wards the Engli/ much as the Danes 
formerly did, and being counte- 
nanc'd in their Inſults by the King, 
whilſt the Complaints of the Eng 
were not at all regarded. 'The Con- 
ſequence was, that many Murders 
vere committed on both Sides, and 
an Edict was publiſh'd purely in fa- 
vour of the Normans; | 
| Moxcar and ſeveral other Lords, 
miſtruſting the Sincerity of the King's 
Behaviour towards them, retir'd into 
Scotland, and prevail'd upon Prince 
Edgar to go dong with them, with 
his Mother and Sifters: "The Kin 
of Scotland receiv'd them with 
due Reſpect, and married Margaret, 
Edgar's eldeſt Siſter, from whom 
deſcended Matilda; Grandmother of 
King Henry II. in whom the Royal 
Families of the Saxons and Norman; 
were united. * f 
Tho” King Villiam was pleas d 
at theſe Lords leaving the Kingdom. 
where they had ſo great an Inu“ 
ence; yet perceiving hereby how the 
Englith ſtood affected, he proceeded *F} 
to greater Acts of Severity, n — 
by humbling them to fecure Hime, 
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from their Reſentment. With this 
View, it is ſaid, he forbad them to 
have any Lights in their Houſes af- 
ter Eight a Clock at Night, order- 
ing a to be rung at that Hour, 
which was call'd the Curfew, from 
Corvre feu, i. e. Cover-fire, at the 
Sound of which they were oblig'd, 
under ſeveral Penalties, to put out 
their Fires and Candles. It muſt be 
own'd indeed, that this Affair of the 
Curfew is not fupported by any com- 
petent Authority. But this is cer- 
tain, that after the Northumbrian 
Malecontents had call'd in the Dares, 
whoſe. General O/born, the King of 
Denmark's Brother, King William 
brib'd by large Preſents to go off, 
he ſhew'd no Mercy towards the 
Englih ; but after having, for a 
Terror to the reſt, ravag'd the 
whole Country between 7ork and 
» Durham, ſo as not to leave a Houſe 
* Nanding, he remov'd all the Eg 
from their Poſts, took away their 
Eſtates, ſeiz d upon all the Fiefs of 
= Crown, and gave them to the 

xs, from whom are deſcended 
many of the great Families at this 
Day in Eng/and. After this memo- 
rable Period we hear no more of 
Ealdormans or Thanes, Saxon Terms, 
but of Counts or Earls, Fiſcounts, 
Barons, Vavaſſors, &c. from the 
Norman or French Tongue; and 
from this Time it may be ſaid, that 
England became Norman. 

The Clergy expected great Things 
from this King, and therefore were 
the moſt forward to ſubmit to him 
after the Battle of Ha/tinzgs ; but 
they were diſappointed : For V1. 
Bam now put the Church-Lands 
upon the fame Foot with the reit, 
obliging them to furniſh a certain 
Number of Men for his Wars, tho' 


tary Service. He _'s his Troops 
upon. the Monat oblig'd 
the Monks to ſupply them with Ne- 


ceſſaries. He, moreover; ſeiz'd » 4 
on the Money and Plate in the Reli- 
gio Houſes, under Pretence that the 

ebels had conceal'd their valuable 


Effects there; and depos'd ſeveral 


Biſhops and Abbots that he did not 
like, putting Normans or other Fo- 
* in their Room. 

n 1071, 2a great Number of 
Malecontents betook themſelves to 
the Ne of Eh, ſtrongly fortify'd 
it, and choſe Herewaord, one of 
the braveſt Soldiers in the King- 
dom, for their Leader. The King 
was very much alarm'd at this 
Proceeding, and marching in all 
Haſte, block'd the Rebels up in the 
Ne. They were ſo well fortify'd 
that he could not come at them, 
and had ſo good a Store of Provi- 
ſions, that a long Time would be 
requir'd to ſtarve them out. And 
ſo having continu'd the Siege, or 
Blockade, for a t While to no 
Purpoſe, he bethought himſelf of 
an Expedient, which did his Buſi- 
neſs effectually; which was to ſeize 
on the Manours belonging to the 
Monaſtery, which were without the 
Limits of the /e. Upon this the 
Abbot and Monks, in order to re- 
cover their Poſſeſſions, deliver'd up 
the Ve, and all that were in it, into 
the Hands of the King. Hereward 
alone eſcap'd: As to the reſt, ſome 
had their Eyes put out, or their Hands 
cut off, and others were thrown into 
divers Priſons ; among the reſt, E- 
N Biſhop of Durham, who had 

een ſo bold as to excommunicate 
the King, was ſtarv'd to Death in 
Priſon. 

The King of Scotland had taken 
the Opportunity of the Troubles in 
England, to invade the Northern 
Counties, which he ravag'd in a 
cruel Manner. But as ſoon as the 
Affair of Ely was over, King il. 
liam march'd againſt him. The 
Scotch King hereupon retir'd into 
Scotland, but Nilliam follow'd him 

e chither. 


ax 
* 
= 
7 


3 
4 


hazard a Battle in his own Country, 
offer'd to accommodate Matters by 
a Treaty; which Villiam agreed to, 
and oblig'd the Scorch King to do 
him Homage, which moſt probably 
was .only for Cumberland, tho' ſome 
Enghſb Writers fay it was for all 
Scotland. 

In 1073, Philip King of France 
being * of the Greatneſs of 
King William, on a ſudden invaded 
Nermandy without any Declaration 
of War. Upon which Villiam went 
over with a great Army, with which 
he retook Mans and the whole Pro- 
vince of Maine; and Philip ſoon 
growing weary of the War, con- 
cluded a Peace with King Jil. 
liam. 

Prince Edgar, about this Time, 
came to the King out of Scotland, 
implor'd his Pardon, and ſubmitted. 
The King receiv'd him very gra- 
ciouſly, and gave him an Allowance 
of a Pound of Silver a Day. From 
this Time he continued in 2 
ence, and gave the King no er 
Diſturbance, 

Whilſt 1/7/liam was in Normanqh, 
Pope Gregory VII. ſent his Nuncio 
to ſummon him to do him Homage 
for his Kingdom, pretending it to 
be a Fief of the Holy See. But 
Wilkam told the Nuncio, that he 
held his Crown of none but God 
and his Sword; and publiſh'd an 
Edict, forbidding all his Subjects to 
own any Pope but whom he firſt al- 
low'd of, and to receive any Orders 
from Rome without his Licence. 

During the King's Abſence, ſome 


diſguſted Norman Lords form'd a 


Conſpiracy to depoſe him, and pre- 
vent his Return, and drew Earl Val- 
thoff, the only Engl Lord the 
King retain'd in his Favour, into 
the Plot. But he ſoon repenting 
went over and diſcover'd it to the 
King, before it came to any Head, 
imploring at the ſame Time his Par- 
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| thither; Tie not being willing to 


don, which the King readily granted. 
Notwithſtanding which, — after 
his Return, the Earl was apprehend - 
ed, beheaded, and buried under the 
Scaffold. And many of the inno- 
cent Exgliſb, who were not at all 
concern'd in the Conſpiracy, were 
ſeverely puniſh'd, as well as the 

gulty Normans. | 
King William now enjoy'd ſome 
Tranquillity, but in the Year 1077 
more Work was cut out for him a- 
broad. For his eldeſt Son Robert, 
inſtigated by the King of France, 
rebell'd againſt him in Normandy, 
and endeavour'd to make himſelf 
Maſter of that Duchy. William 
went over, and his Son perſiſted in 
his Oppoſition, and in the Heat of 
an Engagement wounded him in 
the Arm without knowing him, and 
diſmounted him. But when he knew 
it was his Father, he alighted, ſet 
him upon his own Horſe, and ſub- 
mitted intirely to his Mercy. Wil- 
liam brought him with him into 
England, and in the Year 1080 ſent 
him againſt the Scots, who had re- 
new'd their Incurſions. But this 
War alſo ended in a Treaty be- 
tween the two Nations, and there 
was nothing remarkable in this-Ex- 
7 but Robert's founding the 
pon-Tine. A- 


own of Newwcaſtle-u 
bout which Time alſo King William 7 
built the famous Tower of Londa, 
to be a Check upon the Citizens, 
whom he all along ſuſpected. 

Soon after the Peace with Scor- 
land, William turn'd his Arms a- 
_ the Welb, who made 


4 © 


ome Incurſions into his Domatwpns : 
Upon which the 16 Princes ſub- 
mitted, and became his Tributaries. 

Let us now ſee, in few Words, 
how W:ilkam manag*d his domeſtick 
Affairs in Time of Peace. He did 
all he could to introduce the Norman 
Language into England, caus'd the 
Saxon 3 to be tranſlated into 
Norman, and publiſh'd his ] La ＋-• 
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b the King 
| told of this, was 
| Fent him Word, that as ſoon as he 


& TLances by wi 
© Accordingly he renew'd the War 


e, and commanded it 
to be taught in all Schools. The 
Effect was, that in common Uſe, a 
third Language was by Degrees in- 
troduc'd, which was neither Erg/;/ 
nor Norman, but a Mixture of both. 
He erected new Courts of Juſtice, 
before unknown to the Eng/i, and 
very incommodious to them, and 
brder'd all Law Proceedings there to 
be in the Norman Tongue. He had 
an immenſe Revenue; and that he 
might know what every Man was 
© pay him out of his Eſtate and 
Effects, he order'd a general Survey 
to be made, not only of his own 
Lands, but of all the Lands in Eng- 
land, as alſo what every Man was 
worth in Money, Stock of Cattle, &c. 
All which was ſet down in a Book, 
call'd D:om's-Day Book, which to 
this Day is preſerv'd in the Exche- 
gzer. As he was very fond of Hunt- 
ing, he 4 * the Country in 
Hampſhire for above 30 Miles in 


in that Tongu 


7 demoliſhing both Churches 
ouſes, to make a Foreſt for 


Com 
and 


bis Diverſion, which was call'd 


New-Foreſt. In ſhort, all his Ac- 


W tions ſavour'd of a moſt arbitrary 
= and abſolute Prince. 


William having enjoy'd a Tran- 
Years, every one 


| = of ſeve 
| ght he would have ended his 


Days in Peace. But all on a ſudden 


de makes vaſt Preparations, goes 
over to Normandy, and enters upon a 


Nee War againſt France. A Truce 


on enſu'd, which was broke by an 
ey Jeft of King Philip. Nilliam 
n grovn very fat and unweildy, 
= was paiſing thro' a Courſe of Phy- 
. when one coming 


to Philip 
from Roan, he ak'd him, Whether 
of England was defiver'd 
er of bis great Belly * William being 
enrag' d, that he 


* , he would offer in the Church 
of re Dame at Paris, 10,000 
way of Wax-Lights. 
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with the utmoſt Fury, but it 6c<a- 
ſion'd his Death. For having made 
great Ravages, and beſieg'd and 


took Mantes, he order'd it to be 


burnt to the Ground: When ſtand- 
ing too near the Fire; the Weather 


being alſo very hot, and in his Re- 


turn to Roar having bruis'd the Rim 
of his Belly againit his Saddle, he 
fell into a Fever, which carried him 
off on the gth of September, 1087, 
in the 61ſt Year of his Age, after 
having * N in Normanay 52 Years, 
and 21 in England. He was buried in 
the Abbey- Church at Caen, which he 
himſelf had founded. Tis very re- 
markable, that when this great Prince 
was going to be interr'd, a Norman 
Gentleman forbad the Burial, be- 
cauſe the Ground on which the 
Church ſtood was his, which the 
Deceas'd had never paid him for : 
And, according to the Laws of Nor- 
mandy, they were oblig'd to make 
him Satisfaction before the Corps 
could be buried. 

As this Prince's Character has 
been variouſly drawn, I ſhall leave 
the Reader to judge of it from his 
Actions, which I have repreſented 
with all the Impartiality I could, 
from which it feems he had a great 
Mixture of good and bad Qualities. 
As to his Perſon, he was tall, and 
well proportion'd in his younger 
Years ; and fo ſtrong, that tis Kid 
none but himſelf could bend his 
Bow. His Courage and Policy are 
not to be queſtion'd, and 'tis cer- 
tain, he was 7 ge in exe- 
cuting whatever he de 2 When 
he lay on his Death-Bed, he ſeem'd 
to reflect ſeriouſly on his paſt Ac- 
tions, and to view them in a diffe- 
rent Light from what he had done 
in the Fime of his Health and Vi- 
our: He order'd great Sums of 

oney to be given to the Poor, and 
to the Churches, particularly for re- 
building thoſe he had burnt at Man- 
tes. He releas'd all the Priſoners, 

among 
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N among the reſt Morcar and Ulnoth, Robert the eldeſt he gave the Du- 
n which laſt was King Harold's Bro- chy of Normandy. Richard was kill'd 
ther, and had been detain'd in Ner- by a Stag in New-Foreft, To his 
mandy a great many Years, _ youngeſt Son Henry he bequeath'd 
one of the Hoſtages given by Good- an Annuity of 5000 Marks. And 
ein to King Edward. Then or- when the young Prince complain'd 
dering his chief Officers to ſtand a- as not being pleas'd with his Porting” 
bout his Bed, he made a long Ha- tis faid, his Father told hh 
rangue to them, weak as he was, phetick Spirit, that the*Domunions: 
wherein he talk'd much of the Re- of his two Brothers ſhould be one 
utation he had acquir'd by his mi- Day united in him : Which indeed 
— Atchievements. Yet he could came to paſs; tho“ tis not at all 
not help owning he had unjuſtly likely that God ſhould reveal his 
uſurp'd the Crown of England, and Will in any extraordinary Manner to 
was guilty of all the Blood ſpilt on a Prince of William's Character. 
that Occaſion. And tho” he ſaid He had alſo fix Daughters by the 
he durſt not bequeath a Crown, ſame Matilda; Cecily, Abbeſs of 
which of Right was none of his, Cam; Conſtance, married to the 
but left it to the Diſpoſal of God; Duke of Bretaign; Adeliza, pro- 
yet he recommended William, his mis'd to Harold when he was in 
ſecond ſurbiving Son, for his Suc- Normandy, died young; Adela, mar- 
ceſſor, and did all in his Power to ried to the Earl of Blots ; Gundred; 
ſecure the Crown to hun. to William Warren, Earl of Surrey; 
He had three other Sons beſides and Agatha, eſpous d to Aiphon/og 
William by his Wife Matilda, Daugh- King of Galicia. | 
ter to the Earl of Flanders. To 
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wie ILLIAM, during his 
Father's laſt Illneſs in 
Normandy, was concert- 
ing Meaſures in Eng- 
land to ſecure his Suc- 


by ceſſion to the Crown, 
=_ Tho' it was the Congucror's Deſire 


that he ſhould ſucceed him, yet 
there was great Danger of a Party 
being form d againſt him in favour 
7 his elder Brother Robert. But as 
was out of the Kingdom, 
Fillam with the more Eaſe accom- 
ais Deſigns ; and by the Ma- 
nagement anfranc Archbiſhop 
who had great Inte- 
zeſt among the People, both Eng; 
and Normans, and had gain'd over 
the leading Lords of both Nations, 
- and by the Favour of Euch the High 
Sreaſurer, he aſcended the Throne, 
and was crown'd eighteen Days after 
tis Father's Death, Sept. 27, 1087. 
He was ſurnam'd Rus from 
his being red-hair'd, and was now 
thirty Years old. He was remark- 
able for no Quality but his 
Courage, which however for the 


moſt part was more like the Fierce- 


ſurnamd Rufus. 


neſs of a wild Beaſt than the Bra- 
very of a Heroe. He was very ill- 
natur d, and a perfect Brute in his 
Fehaviour, was wholly indifferent as 
to Religion, and had no Regard for 
Honour or Honeſty, He was greedy 


of Money, but it was to ſquander it 


away upon idle Expences. In fine, 
he had all his Father's Vices with- 
out his Virtues, and Hiftorians agree 
in repreſenting him as bad a Prince 
as ever fat on the Exgliſs Throne. 
Theſe Hiſtorians were indeed Monks 
and Eccleſiaſticks, who might be 
prejudic'd againſt him for his ſeizing 
the Revenues of the Church. How- 
ever, as ſcarce any Action of his 
Life deſerves Commendation, their 
Repreſentations ſeem to be but too 
well founded. His Intereſt indeed 
oblig'd him to put on the Maſk for 
ſome Time at the Beginning of his 
Reign, and his affecting to be guided 
by the Counſels of Lanfranc made 
the Engliſb expect a Change for the 
better. 

In 1088, a formidable Conſpiracy 
was {ct up againſt him by his Uncle 


* 


5 
< 
* 
by 
4 
. 
3 
* 
3 
#8 
I C 
4 
5 
* 


op of B 
Lanfranc, and cou 
ſee him in ſo great Favour. 


eux, Who hated 
not endure to 
The 


Deſign was to depoſe W:i/liam, and 


ſet Robert on the Throne. Several 
Norman Lords and Biſhops joining 
in the Plot, and many of the Eng- 
lis alſo being prevail'd on to favour 
it, when they thought Matters were 
ripe, they invited Robert to come over, 
who promis'd ſoon to be with them. 
The Conſpirators then fortify'd them- 
ſelves in Kveral Places, and William 
ſeem'd to be in a moſt dangerous 
Situation. But Robert's Indolence 
and dilatory Temper, who did not 
come over with his Forces as was 
expected, gave him Time to extri- 
cate himſelf out of this Danger. 
He firſt gain'd over the Exgliſb by 
Lanfranc's Intereſt: Then he fitted 
out a Fleet, and march'd againſt 
Oah and the other Rebels with an 
Army of Engliſhmen, took Pevenſey, 
Rocheſter and Durham, and the other 
Places where they had ſhut them- 
ſelves up, broke all their Meaſures, 
and entirely diſpell'd the threatening 
Storm, 

Tho' William was indebted to the 
Englih for having by their Means 
craſh'd this Conſpiracygyand tho* he 
had made them man) Ar Promiſes, 
yet it was no ſooner over but he be- 

to oppreſs them even worſe than 
his Father had done. Of this Lan- 
franc reſpectfully admoniſn'd him, 
putting him in Mind of his Pro- 
miſes. William was diſpleas'd at 
this, and angrily aſk'd him with an 
Oath, Whether a King could keep all 
his Promiſes * From this Time the 
good Archbiſhop was quite out of 
Favour, and died quickly after. And 
now H{llam threw off all Reſtraint, 
and ſpar'd no Methods for raiſing 
Money to ſatisfy his vain Expences. 
To this End he ſeiz'd upon the va- 
cant Benefces, and after he had 
ſtrip'd them of every Thing he 
could turn into Money, he fold them 
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to the higheſt Bidder. 
u the 
of Canterbury, and kept them in his 
Hands four Years ; did the ſame 
by all the other Biſhopricks that be- 
came void in his Reign. 

Soon after, Wilkam, to be re- 


veng'd on his Brother Robert for the 


late Conſpiracy, and perhaps from a 


Deſire of enjoying all his Father's | 
rmandy, and 
made himſelf Maſter of ſeveral Pla- 


Dominions, invaded No 


ces. Robert implor'd Aid of the 
King of France, who came to his 
Afi ; but Vilkam having found 
Means to bribe him, he retir d with- 
out doing any Thing, and Villiam 

roceeded to take more Places, and 

ib'd ſome of the Burghers of Roan 
to undertake the delivering it into 
his Hands. But Prince Henry join- 
ing his Brother Robert, ſav'd it; for 
entering the City 
ſeiz'd the Chief of the Conſpirators, 
and threw him headlong from a"Tow- 


er. Which bold Stroke not only pre- 


ſerv'd the Capital, but in Effect all 
Normandy, For William ſoon after, 
in 1091, was oblig'd to ſtrike up a 


Peace with Duke Robert, on this. 
Condition, among others, That upon 
without 
ſucceed 


either of the Brothers dyin 
Heirs, the Survivor Meulck 
to all his Dominions. | 


Wnilſt }/7/liam Was in N 
dy, Malcolm, King of Scotland, made 


an Incurſion into Northumberiand, 


and Wilkam at his Returf* . 4 
Ho | 


ſolv'd to revenge this Inſult. 

artfully induc'd his Brother Robert to 
come over and accompany him in 
this ition, fearing he ſhould in 


his Abſence ſeize on thoſe Caſtles im 


Normandy, that he held by the late 
Treaty. His Army ſutfer'd greatly 
by ſeveral Diſaſters in Scotland; but 
Malcolm fearing the ill Conſequences 


of a War in his own. Country, ſent 


William Propoſals for an Accommo- 
dation, which were. readily..acccpt- 


ed, and the Scotch King pb : f 


on a ſudden, he 


* 
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merly done, But Robert perceiving 


he was only amus'd by his Brother, 
to draw him into this Expedition, 
return'd home greatly diſguſted. 

About this Time Robert Fitz- 
Hamon, Gentleman of . the King's 
Bedchamber, conquer'd Glamorgan- 


. 
., and flew Nees the Welſb King. 


He beſtow'd upon twelve Knights 
who aſſiſted him in the Expedition, 
twelve Manours, which were en- 
Joy'd by them and their Poſterity. 
The King continu'd his arbitrary 
Proceedings, and oppreſs'd his Sub- 
jets, Normans as well as Engli/h, 
more and more every Day, which 
made them all wiſh for his Death, 
as the only Remedy to the Evils 
they 4 under. And now they 
thought their Wiſhes were going to 
be accompliſh'd: For in 1093, a 
dangerous Diſtemper ſeiz'd him at 
Glauceſter, fo that he himſelf thought 
his End approaching ; and the Fear 
of Death made him reſolve, if he 
eyer recover'd, to reform all that 
had been amiſs in his Government. 
The Biſhops laying hold of the good 
Diſpoſition he was now in, exhorted 
him to. fill up the vacant Sees, which 
he l with, and particularly 
made 4:/c/m Archbiſhop of Canter- 
between whom and the King 
there were afterwards great Conteſts, 
being a warm Aſſertor of the 


| Kughts of the Church, and King 
ian being not over-ſcrupulous 


in ſuch Matters; who being reco- 


ver'd of his Hineſs, preſently forgot 
== all his good Reſolutions, return'd to 
old Courſes, retracted, as far as 


was in his Power, the good Orders 


he had given in his Sickneſs, and 


even increas'd the Abuſes of Go- 
vernment, inſtead of correcting them. 

The Scots again renewing their 
Incurſions and Ravages, Revert de 


Mowbray, Governour of the Ner- 
thern Parts, fell upon them unex- 


Pectedly, defeated them, and flew 
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— and Edward his eldeſt 
In 1094, we again find King Vl. 
liam at War with his Brother Nobert 
in Normandy, who, as William had 
not perform'd his Part of the late 
Treaty, ſeem'd refolv*d to take from 
him the Places he held there, Be- 
ing aſſiſted by the King of France, 
he gain'd ſeveral Advantages over 
William, who at laſt had Recourſe 
to his old Artifice, and brib'd the 
French King to draw off his Forces; 
in order to raiſe Money for which 
Purpoſe, he ſent Orders into Eng- 
land for levying 20,000 Men, and 
to impreſs fuck as were of ſome 
Subſtance, and did not care to 
leave their Families, When they 
were juſt going to imbark, they 
were diſcharg'd upon paying ten 
Shillings a Man, which they readily 
did, and by this Artifice William 
rais'd 10,000/. Robert now in all 
likelihood would have loſt all his 
Dominions, if the King had not 
been oblig'd to return on a ſudden 
to repreſs the eib, who were ra- 
vaging Shropfbire and Cheſhire, At 
his Approach they retir'd among the 
Mountains and inacceſſible Places, 
and Milliam purſuing them too far, 
loſt more of his Men than he de- 
ſtroy'd of the Enemy's ; and all he 
could do was to rebuild the Caftle 
of Montgomery, which had been de- 
moliſh'd. | 
A little after he ſuppreſs'd a dan- 
| Conſpiracy of Rabert de Mow- 
ray, Who being diſguſted at the 
King's not rewarding him for the 


Service he had done, as he thought 


he deſerv'd, was concerting Mea- 
ſures with other diſcontented Lords 
to depoſe him ; but the King coming 
ſuddenly upon them, Mowbray was 


taken and clapp'd up in Priſon; and 


of the reſt of the Conſpirators ſome 
were {tripp'd of their Eſtates, ſome had 
their Eyes put out; and none eſcap'd 


ſome Kind of Puniſhment or 2 
| n 


Ky 


renn 


, wit 


In 1096 the Project of the Ho 
War was ſet on foot by Pope Urban II. 
in which ſo many Princes of Chriſten- 
dom engag'd. The Deſign of it was 
to recover the Holy Land out of the 
Hands of the Saracens. 'The Badge 
of thoſe who went to it was a Red 
Croſs wrought in their Garments, 
whence they were term'd Croiſes, 
and the Expedition the Cu ade. 
Robert Duke of Normandy was one 
of the Princes who engag'd in it, 
and to defray the Expences of his 
Undertaking, he mortgag'd his Du- 
chy to his Brother the Ke of Eng- 
land, for a Sum of Money, which 
Milliam rais'd on his Subjects by the 
moſt oppreſſive Methods imaginable. 

In 1098 William rebuilt London 
Bridge, rais'd a new Wall round the 
Tower, and erected the famous Hall 
at Weſtminſter, which tho' ſo large, 
he found fault with it, and ſaid twas 
ſcarce big enqugh for a King's Bed- 
chamber. The raiſing Money for 
theſe Works was a great Oppreſſion 
on the Subjects. | 

The next Year Villiam went over 
and reliev'd Mans. As he was go- 
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ing to imbark, the Wind being con- 
trary, the Maſter of the Ship repre- 
ſented the Danger of then putting to 
Sea, But William aſk'd him, if be 
ever heard of a King being drown'd ? 
and compell'd him to proceed. 

But tho' he was not to be drown'd, 
he was not however to die a natural 
Death. For being hunting one Day 
in Neau-Foreſt, he was accidentally, 
or otherwiſe, ſhot with an Arrow 
into the Heart, by Walter Tyrrell, a 
French Knight, as he was, ſeemingly 
at leaſt, ſhooting at a Deer; and 
dropt down dead immedaately. 'This 
was on Aug. 2, 1100. in the 
Year of his Age, after a Reign of 
near 13 Years. He was buried at 
Wincheſter, (where his Tomb, ſome- 
what rais'd from the Ground, re- 
mains to this Day) and the Nation 
rejoic'd at being deliver'd from ſuch 
a headftrong and furious King. 

In his Reign a great Inundation 
of the Sea overflow'd the Coaſt of 
Kent, and cover'd the Lands for- 
merly belonging to Earl Goodwin. 


Theſe are now call'd the Goodwin» 
Sands, ſo dangerous to Ships. 
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; HE NR I. ſarnam d Beau-Clerc. 


E the Eagliſb had not 

been reduc'd to fo 
low an Ebb as they 
were in the two laſt 
Reigns, they might 
ESSSSY have had a good Op- 
ity to throw off the Norman 

oke, upon the Death of Villiam 
N. But as they were ſo de- 
preſs'd, the only Courſe they had to 
take was to agree to whatever the 
Normans did, who were Maſters of 
the Kingdom. And theſe, in all 


likelihood, would have been much 


zzled about the Succeſſion, if Ro- 
— the eldeſt of the Congueror's 
Sons, had not been at a great Diſ- 
tance from home, being gone to 
the Holy War. He was indeed on 
his Return, but they did not know 
where he was. And what gave 
Henry, the agg; 4 and only other 
ſurviving Son, the Advantage, was 
not 1 his having been born 
in England after his Father was 
King, but his being upon the Spot, 
and having concerted even in the 
late King's Life Time the moſt pro- 
per Mealures to get the Crown plac'd 


Mr favor 
” 


on his Head. He promis'd both the 
Normans and Engli to aboliſh all 
ſevere Laws made ſince the Congueſt, 
and to redreſs all the Grievances 
that both Nations complain'd of. 
Theſe Promiſes raiſing in the Peo- 
ple the moſt agreeable Expectations, 
were the chief Means of his mount- 
ing the Throne, notwithſtandin 

there was a ſtrong Party of the Lords 
_ him. For poſting to Vi- 
cheſter, immediately after William's 
Death, he would have. ſeiz'd the 
Crown and Scepter with the Royal 
Treaſure there depoſited, but was op- 
pos'd by William de Bretewil, one of 
Robert's Party, with ſeveral other 
Lords there aſſembled, who alledg'd 
they were oblig'd by Oath to ac- 


knowledge Robert for King, in Caſe 


Willkam died without Heirs, accord- 
ing to the Treaty between the two 
Brothers. 'There was quickly a great 
Concourſe of People from all Parts, 
and Heum well knowing how they 
food affected, drew his Sword, and 
ſwore no Man ſhould take Poſſeſſion 
of the Crown but whom the People 

approv'd. 
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approv'd.*" The Lords hereupon te- 
tir d to Aa private Room to conſult 
what was proper to be done, whilſt 


the People with loud Acclamatigns 


made the Name of Henry reſound in 
their Ears. So fearing a Civil Wan, 
if they went contrary to the Inch- 
nations of the People, they reſolv'd, 
that Hewry ſhould ſucceed to the 
Crown. © Upon this tumultuary E- 
lection, Henry haſted to London, and 
the next Day, Aug. 5, 1109, was 
crown'd by Maurice, Biſhop of that 
See, who adminiſter d to him the 
uſual Oath. 

To ſecure himſelf on the Throne, 


he wiſely began his Reign with re- 


forming Abuſes, redreſſing Grie- 
vances, and doing many popular 
Things, according to his late Pro- 
miſe. The Courtiers, during the 
late Reign, had behav'd with great 
Inſolence, oppreſs'd the People with- 
out Mercy wherever they came, and 
attempted the Chaſtity of Women 
without any Fear of Puniſhment. 
Henry immediately fet about curing 
theſe Diforders of the Court. He 
publiſh'd a ſevere Edict againſt all 
who ſhould be guilty of the like 
Crimes for the future, and particu- 
larly againſt Adulterers, order'd that 
thoſe Who oppreſs d or plunder'd 
the People ſhould be puniſh'd with 
Loſs of Eyes, or Hands or Feet, 
and expell'd thoſe from his Court, 
who had already made themſelves 
infamous for ſuch Practices Beſides 
all this, he granted a Charter of Li- 


berties, confining the Royal Autho- 


rity within its antient Bounds, re- 
nouncing the unjuſt Prerogatives the 
two late Kings had uſurp'd, re- 
ſtoring the Church to her former 
Rights, and confirming the Laws of 
King Zaward, wiz. ſuch as were in 
force under the Saxon Kings. Theſe 
Things were not only agreeable to 
the Erg/i/þ, but alſo to the Normans, 
who hitherto had held their Eitates 
at the Will of the King. He more- 
over remitted all Arrears of Debts 
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due to the Crown, appointed a 
Standard for Weights and Meaſures 
throughout the Kingdom, and or- 
der'd that Coiners ſhould be puniſh'd 
with Loſs of Limbs. 

In 1101 he gave the People a 
further Satisfaction, by recalling An- 
ſelm Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who 
had retir'd to Rome, and afterwards ' 
to a Monaſtery at Lyozs, on account 
of his Quarrel with the late King, 
And to gain the AﬀeCtions of the 
Erglih ſtill more, he married Ma- 
tilda or Maud, Daughter to Mal- 
colm King of Scotland by Margaret 
Siſter to Edgar Atheling, by which 
Means the Royal Family of the Sax- 
ons was united with that of the Ver- 
mans. 5 
But all theſe prudent Steps did 
not entirely ſecure him from Dan - 
ger. Duke Robert, who in his Re- 
turn from the Holy Land had ſtaid 
ſome Time in Apulia, where he 
married, and by that Delay had 
given his Brother an Opportunity _ 
of aſcending the Throne, being now 
return'd into Normanay, was exaſpe- 
rated at has Diſappointment, and re- 
ſolv'd on attempting to do himſelf 
Juſtice by wreſting the Crown from 
Hany. A great Party in the King- 
dom were ſtill for Robert in their 
Hearts, as being the eldeſt Brother, 
and thinking he had Injaſtice done 


him: Beſides, he was known to be 


a mild and good-natur'd Prince; 
and as for Henry's fair Beginning, 
they only thought it a Piece of Po- 
licy to ſerve his preſent Purpoſe, and 
that he would not ſtick to reverſe it 
all, as ſoon as it ſhould be in his 
Power. Theſe Conſiderations fix d 
great Numbers in Robert's Intereſt, 
and made the reſt waver between 
the two Parties. Robert truſting to 
this Diſpoſition of the Egli more 
than to his own Forces, landed at 
Port/mouth, where he was receiv'd 
without Oppoſition. But Henry ma- 
nag*d Matters ſo well by Means of 
> G Anſeln, 


* 


Haſelm, who was in great Credit 
with the People, that Robert's Mea- 
ſures were quite diſconcerted ; and 
when he found that the Body of the 
Nation had declar'd for Henry, and 
that the Army had renew'd their 
Oath of Allegiance to him, he wis 


willing to accept the King's Propo- 


fals of Peace: And fo the Lords of 
both Parties meeting to conſult of 
the Affair, it was agreed, That as 
Henry was already erown'd, and was 
born in England after his Father 
was on the Throne, he ſhould con- 
tinue to be King: That if one of 
the two Brothers died without Iſſue, 
the other ſhould ſucceed to his Do- 
minions : 'That the King ſhould de- 
liver up to Robert the Caſtles in 
Normandy, that were gariſon'd with 
Engliſh ; and ſhould pay him 3000 
Marks a Year. After this Accom- 
modation, Robert ſtaid ſome Months 
at his Brother's Court, living in per- 
fect Friendſhip with him. 

But Henry could not eaſily forgive 
thoſe Lords who had appear'd moſt 
active for Robert, whom he watch'd 
all Opportunities of cruſhing ; par- 

Fall of 


ticularly Robert Bele/me, 
Shrewſbury, who not only continued 


to talk diſreſpectfully of the King, 
but, ſhew'd his Diſpoſition to act 
againſt him, by fortifying his Caſtles 
in Shropſhire. Hereupon the Kin 
proclaim'd him a Traitor, an 
marching againſt him took Shrewu/- 
bury all his other Caſtles, and 
forc'd him to retire into Normandy, 
where his reſtleſs Temper rais'd new 
'Troubles. 

In 1103, a Conteſt began between 
the King and Archbiſhop Anſelm a- 
bout the Right of Inveſtiture of Bi- 
Mips and Abbots, which laſted ſome 
Years, and gave the King a great 
deal of Trouble. It had been the 
Cuſtom of the Kings of England 
to grant Inveſtitures by the Delivery 
e the Paſtoral Staff and Ring. 


" Jexry inſiſted on this, as a Preroga- 


tive dexiv d from his Ancgſtors ; but 
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a Council at Rome having decreed, 
that no Biſhops ſhould receive In- 
veſtiture from Laymen, An/e/m would 
have excommunicated ſuch Biſhops 
as had been inveſted by the King, 
and ſeveral reſign'd their Biſhop- 
ricks, for fear of this Cenſure of 
the Church. He alfo refus'd to con- 
ſecrate ſuch Biſhops as were nomi- 
nated by the King, unleſs he would 
relinquiſh the Right of Inveſtiture. 
There was alſo a Diſpute about the 
Oath of Allegiance, or doing Ho- 
mage to the King, which An/e/n: 
would neither comply with himſelf, 
nor ſuffer the other Biſhops to do it. 
The Contelt ran high, the King in- 
fiſting peremptorily on his Preroga- 
tive, and Anſelm, back'd by the 
Court of Rome, being as obſtinately 
bent to have his Point carried. At 
length he went to Rome to lay the 
Matter before the Pope, and Henry 
depriv'd him of his Temporalities, 
during, his Stay out of the King- 
dom, and ſent Agents to Rome to 
plead his Cauſe againſt him. The 
Pope was at firſt mflexthle, and e- 
ven threatned to excommunicate the 
King; but his Affairs being at laſt 
led, and both Parties being in 
ſuch a Situation, that they did not 
care to break with one another, the 
Matter was compromis'd, by Hen- 
ry's renouncing the Right of In- 
veſtitures, and the Pope's allowing 
the Biſhops and Abbots to do Ho- 
mage to the King for their Tempo- 
ralities. This Auſelm was alſo a 
great Stickler for the Celibacy ot 
the Clergy, and in a Synod excom- 
municated all the married Prieſts, 
who were then very numerous in 
England. | 
About this Time Robert the King's 
Brother came over to England to preſs 
the Payment of his Penſion, which 
the King had neglected contrary to 
the late Meat But Henry careſs d 
him in ſuch a Manner, and ſo im- 


poy'd on his eaſy Temper, as to 
prevail 
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revail with him at laſt to deſiſt from 

is Demands. He had ſuffer'd greatly 
already by ſuch unſeaſonable Ge- 
neroſity, and now his Wants daily 
increaſing, he ſoon repented of what 
he had done, complain'd that his 
Brother had abus'd his good Nature, 
and added ſome Menaces on the 
Occaſion. The King was well e- 
nough pleas'd with this, as it gave 
him a Sort of Handle to break with 
him, which he was forward enough 
to do, from a Defire of adding Ner- 
mandy to his Crown. He only wait- 
ed for a favourable Opportuuity, 
which ſoon offer'd. 

Robert de Beliſine, to be reveng'd 
on the King, fell upon ſuch of his 
Subjects as had Lands in Normandy, 
and his Inſolence increaſing by Duke 
Robert's Indolence in not oppoſing 
him at firſt, and being ſupported by 


fome other diſcontented great Men, 


he became ſo audacious as to aim at 
making hunſelf Maſter of the whole 
Dukedom. Robert at length march'd 
againſt him, but was worſted, and 
in the End was forc'd to clap up a 
Peace with him upon very diſho- 
nourable Terms. Notwithſtanding 
which, Bel:/me and his Contede- 
rates continued their Ravages, and 
were become quite inſupportable to 
the People. Hereupon ſome of the 
Chief Men in Normandy apply'd to 
the King of England tor Relief. 
Henry was glad of this Occaſion of 
intermeddling in the Affairs of Nor- 
mandy; and tho' he pretended at 
firſt his Deſign was only againſt Be- 
teſme and his Adherents, yet it ſoon 
appear d his View was to get the 
Duchy into his own Hands. He 
levy'd an Army, and paſs'd over 
into Normandy, and had great Suc- 
ceſs in his firſt Campaign, when he 
ſeized- upon Caen and fome other 
Cities, and brib'd the Nobles, and 
Governors of the ſtrong Holds, with 
the Money he carried trom"Eng/ard ; 
and in his ſecond, Nobert perceiving 
his Deſign, and having ſued for 


Peace in vain, join'd with Beleſine 
and the reſt againſt him, who led 
all their Forces to his Aſſiſtance. 
The King of France alſo ſent him 
ſome Troops, and ſeveral ' Norman 
Lords came over to his Side, when 
they ſaw that Henry was acting more 
tor his own Sake than theirs. By 
theſe Means Robert was enabled to 
give his Brother Battle, which he 
did under the Walls of Tinchebray, 
which was beſieg'd by Henry. The 
Battle laſted not long, in which No- 
bert was beaten, and that unfortu- 
nate Duke, Ear Athling, the Earl 
of Mortaiguc, 400 Knights, and 1000 
Soldiers were taken Priſoners. Prince 
Edgar was ſet at Liberty, and paſs'd 
the Remainder of his Days in Exg- 
land, where he liv'd to an extreme 
old Age. The Earl of Mortaigne 
was impriſon'd in the 'Tower of 
London, and Duke Robert in Cardiffe 
Caftle in Wales, where he remain'd 
to his Death, which happen'd about 
26 Years after, Some ſay, that ha- 
ving attempted to make his Eſcape, 
Henry order'd him to be depriv'd of 
Sight by holding a burning-hot Braſs 
Baſon before his Eyes: But this is 
to be doubted, as moſt of the beſt 
Hiſtorians ſay nothing about it. 
This Battle of Tinchebray, which 
was fought in the Year on put 
the Engliſb in Poſſeſſion of all Ner- 
mandy, as the Battle of Haſlings, 
about 40 Years before, had made 
the Normans Maſters of England. | 
'The King having thus got all 

Normandy into his Hands return'd 
in Triumph to England, where hg 
preſently became more haughty, 
and leſs popular, than he had been 
before: He treated the Nobleg with 
unſufferable Arrogance, gave him- 
ſelf but little "trouble about his 
Charter, which indeed had been not 
very well obſerv'd from the Begin- 
ning, and permitted any Abuſes, if 
they did but turn to his Profit, tho" 
he promis'd better Things when he 
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84 
was preparing to invade Normandy, 
which appear'd now to be only with 
a View to cajole the Eng/i/h, and 
induce them to favour his ambitious 
Schemes. 

But tho' he had thus got Poſſeſſion 
of Normanay, he was not to keep it 
without Oppoſition, which for ſeve- 
ral Years, with ſome Intervals of 
Quiet, gave him a great deal of 
Diſturbance. Lewis le Gros, King 
of France, was the chief Cauſe of 
this, who jealous of Henry's over- 
2 Power, ſought Means to re- 

uce it. In order to this he inveſted 
William Crito, Duke Robert's Son, 
with the Duchy of Normandy, and 
enter'd it with a great Army to pro- 
cure him the Poſſeſſion of it. But 
Henry advancing with great Expedi- 
tion, and having join'd Forces with 
the Duke of Bre/aign and the Earl 
of Blois, fo diſconcerted Lew:,'s 
Meaſures, that he thought fit to 
ſend the King of Erg/and Propoſals 
of Peace, which were agreed to on 
Condition G:/ors ſhould be deliver'd 
up, which he had taken. The 

ing was no ſooner return'd, but 
Lewis invaded Normandy again, and 
Henry went over and gave him Bat- 
tle. Here he was in great Danger 
of being kill'd by a French Knight, 
but he at laſt tumbled him from his 
Horſe and took him Priſoner, which 
inſpir'd the Troops with ſuch Cou- 
rage, that after a ſharp Fight the 
French were defeated, and the Stand- 
ard of France taken, and ſent in 
Triumph to Roan. After this the 
War was carried on ſmartly for ſome 
Time, and gave the two Kings Em- 
ployment enough. Lewis endea- 
vourgg at length to embroil his Ene- 
my the more by Means of Pope Ca- 
fixtus II. who was then in France. 
To this End he got him to convene 
a Council and Rheims, to which the 


Engl Biſhops were alſo ſummoned ; 


Henry not miſtruſting the De- 
ſign, permitted them to go, only or- 


| dering them to ſalute the Pope in his 


HENRY I. | 
Name, to regard his Apoſtolical 


Precepts, but to take care not to 
bring back any new Inventions of 
the Court of Rome. The Council 


being met, the French Biſhops, who 


were moſt numerous, made great 
Complaints againſt Henry, and even 
propos'd to excommunicate him for 
unjuſtly detaining the Perſon and 
Dominions of his Brother, But the 
Pope fearing to break with Henry, 
ſhifted off the Affair by taking upon 
himſelf to exhort him to do his Bro- 
ther Juſtice. Some Time after, he 
had a long Conference with Henry 
at Gi/ors, and inform'd him of the 
Council's Deſire of reſtoring Robert; 
but the King, to ſome plauſible Ar- 
guments, ding more weighty Pre- 


ents to the Pope and Cardinals, Ca- 


lixtus at his Return abandon'd the 
Intereſts of Robert, and ùs'd his En- 
deavours to make Peace between the 
two Kings, which was concluded in 
1120. dot neither ſo did the Trou- 
bles of Normandy end, as we ſhall 
ſee by and by. In the mean Time 
let us return to ſome Affairs of a 
domeſtick Nature, 

In 1109, the King's Daughter 
Matilda, or Maud, was married to 
the Emperor Henry V. which fur- 
naſh'd hun with a Pretence for lay- 


ing a Tax of three Shillings on eve- 


ry Hide of Land, in order to pay 


her Marriage Portion, which rais'd 


an immenſe Sum. 

About this Time died Auſelm, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, an haugh- 
ty and bigotted Prelate, but a Man 
of Learning for thoſe Times. The 
King ſeiz'd on the Revenues of the 
Archbiſhoprick, and kept them five 
Years in his Hands, The next Year 
was remarkable for the Reſtoration 
of Learning at Cambridge, where it 
had for a long Time been quite neg- 
lected. 

In 1112, great Numbers of Flem- 
ings, being compell'd to leave their 


Cguutry by the Inundation of the 
| Seag 
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EEE 
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Sea, came into Fne/ard. The King 
ſettled them at firſt in the waſte Parts 
of York/hire, or as others fay, in Nor- 
thumberland ; but at length remov'd 
them to the Country conquer'd from 
the Welh, about Ros and Pembroke, 
where their Poſterity remain to this 
Day; and the Fl:mings-Hay, a 
Work of theirs, is {een in R 


Hire, extended far thro' the Coun- 


ity. | 

"Aboge this Time the Vi com- 
mitting great Devaſtations on the 
Frontiers, Henry march'd againſt 
them with a Deſign even to root 
them out ; but they retiring to their 
Mountains render'd his cruel Project 
impracticable, and ſo he at laſt con- 
ſented to a Peace. Some Years af- 
ter they made great Ravages in Che- 


ſhire, which occaſion'd another In- 


vaſion of Wales ; but that alſo ſoon 
ended in a Peace : However Henry 
oblig'd them to give him Hoſtages, 
and 1000 Head of Cattle to make 
him Amends for the Charges of the 
War. 

In 1115, Henry got the States of 
Normandy to ſwear Fealty to Prince 
Milliam his Son, then 12 Years old; 
and the Year following he did the 
ſame in Eng/and, to ſecure the Crown 
to his Family, 

In 1118, Queen Matilda died, 
greatly lamented by all the Eglise, 
as well for her amiable Qualities, 
as her Deſcent from their antient 
Kings.“ 

A Year or two after the King 
ſuffer' d another ſad Calamity in the 
untimely Death of Prince William 
his Son, who ſoon after the Peace 
with France, already mention'd, re- 
turning from Normandy with a nu- 
merous Retinue of young Noblemen 
to pes his Paſſage, was unfortu- 
nately caſt away, by the Ship ſtri- 
king upon a Rock, and drown'd, 
together with his whole Company 
amounting to above 150, beſides the 
Mariners, except a very few who 
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ſav'd themſelves by ſwimming ; moſt 
ſay, only a Butcher. Among thoſe 
who periſh'd were, beſides the Prince, 
Richard his natural Brother, Matil- 
da his natural Siſter Counteſs of 
Perch, Lucia the King's Niece, and 
the Earl of Cheſter. This melancho- 
ly Accident is ſaid to have had ſuch 
an Effe& upon the King, that he 
was never afterwards ſeen to laugh. 
However, his great Deſire of having 
another Son, induc'd him to marry 
Adelicia, Daughter to Geoffrey Earl 
of Lovain; but he had not what he 
expected, for ſhe never prov'd with 
Child. 

About the Year 1124, the King 
was oblig'd to paſs over again to 
Normandy, to put a Stop to the Pro- 
ceedings of Robert Mellent, Lord of 
Pont- Audemer, who being ſecretly 
inſtigated by the King of France, 
and greatly beloved by the Normans, 
was upon the Point of getting the 
whole Country to revolt in favour of 
William Crito. But this Lord and 
the Earl of Montfort his Aſſociate, 
being drawn into an Ambuſh, were 
both taken Priſoners, by which 
Means Henry effectually prevented 
the intended Revolt. | 

In 1125, Cardinal John de Creme, 
the Pope's Legate, came over to 
England, to put the finiſhing Stroke 
to the Celibacy of the Clergy. A 
Synod being conven'd at Londbn, he 
got ſome ſevere Canons paſs'd a- 
gainſt ſuch Eccleſiaſticks as perſiſte& 
in keeping their Wives, Here Hunt- 
ington, Who was a Prieſt and the Son 
of a Prieſt, tells the following Sto- 
ry, which he ſays was too notorious 
to be denied, viz. That the Legate 
having ſharply inveigh'd agaigſt the 
Prieits marrying, ſaying, it Was a 
horrid Sin for a Prieſt to riſe from 
the Side of a Harlot (6, he efteem'& 
the Wife of a Prieſt) and then to 
make the Body of Chriſt ; was yet 
the next Night (having ſaid Maſs, _ 
that very Day) taken in Bed with a 
5 42 | Rare. 
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Whore. The Deſign of the Court 
of Rome in thus obſtinately contend- 
ing for the Single Life of the Cler- 
, was to make them independent 
of the Civil Power, and to incorpo- 
rate them into a Society a-part, to 
be govern'd by its own Laws, which 
9800. not ſo well be done, whilſt 
the Clergy were allow'd to marry 
and have Children. King Henry, 
by his ſeeming Zeal on this Article, 
politickly got from the Pope a Pow- 
er to put it in Execution; which 
done, he gave the Prieſts Leave to 
keep their Wives, upon paying him 
ſo much Money for a Diſpenſation. 
The King having no Child by his 
fecond Wife after having been mar- 
ried to her about fix Years, in 1127 
aſſembled a Great Council, and got 
them to acknowledge his Daughter 
Maud, who was retyrn'd to England 
upon the Emperor's Death, pre- 
ſumptive Heir to the Crown. See- 
phen, Earl of Bulloign, who was af- 
terwards King, was the firſt who 
took the Oath of Allegiance to her, 
in caſe Henry died without Male 
Iſſue. Soon after he married her to 
Geoffrey Plantagenet Earl of Anjou; 
but the Nation did not like the 
Match: And indeed Henry's ſole 
Deſign in it, was to ſecure the Earl 
of Arjou in his Intereft, in caſe the 
King of France ſhould give him any 
further Trouble in Nermanay. 
Henry's Apprehenſions were not 
without Reaſon : For the very next 
Year the French King having inveſt- 
ed William Crito with the Farldom 
'S Flanders, endeavour'd to put him 


aan Poſſeſßon of Normandy. But Hen- 


got the Fleming, to revolt againſt 
EY new Earl, and at the fame 
enter'd France with a power- 
ra Army. This War laſted not 
long: For the unfortunate William 
being ſlain at the Siege of Alf, 
Lexis clapt up a Peace with Hen- 
737, and never diſturb'd him after- 
wards. 


In 1130, Henry went over to 
Normandy, and at his Return the 
next Year brought over with him 
his Daughter Maud, and havin 
call'd a General Aſſembly, caus' 
the Oath of Fealty to her to be re- 
new'd ; as he did alſo in the Year 
1133, upon the Birth of Prince 
Henry her Son, who was then inclu- 
ded in it. But theſe repeated Oaths 
were all broke as ſoon as the King 
was dead. 

Towards the End of the Sammer, 
Henry went over to Normandy for 
the laſt Time. There was an E- 
clipſe of the Sun the Day he went 
on board, and two Days after a 
great Earthquake. Duke Robert his 
elder Brother died the ſame Year in 
Cardiffe Caſtle, a Prince of great 
Courage and Humanity, but of an 
eaſy, careleſs and profuſe Temper. 
He twice miſs'd the Opportunity of 
obtaining the Crown of England, 
which perhaps he was more worthy 
of than his Brothers, as he had a bet- 
ter Claim to it. He had the Surname 
of Courte-hoſe, either from his wear- 
ing very ſhort Breeches, or becauſe 
his Legs were too ſhort in Propor- 
tion to the reſt of his Body. He 
was buried in the Choir of Gl/ou- 
ceſter Cathedral. | 

The King his Brother did not 
long ſurvive him; for he died in 
Normandy on the uſt of December, 
1135, in the 68th Year of his Age, 
and the 36th of his Reign. "Tis 
{aid his Death was occaſion d by his 
eating Lampreys to Exceſs, which 
he very much admir'd. His Body 
was embalm'd after the rude Man- 
ner of thoſe Times, by cutting great 
Gaſhes in his Fleſh with Knives, and 
powdering it well with Salt ; which 
done, it was wrapp'd up in a tann'd 
Ox-hide, and fo brought over, and 
buried in the Abbey of Reading, 


which he had founded. He built 


alio ſeveral! other Abbeys, with the 
Priory of Dunſiable, and * 
: 0 
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the Sees of Fly and Carliſe. He 
alſo erected a magnificent Palace at 
Woodſtock, to which he annex'd a 
ſpacious Park, encompaſſing it with 


a Stone Wall ; which is ſaid to be 


the firſt Park in England: Tho' at- 
terwards they grew ſo numerous, 
that more were computed here than 
in all Chriſtendom beſides. 

King Henry was a Prince of great 
Courage, and of great Skill both in 
military and civil Affairs. His Seve- 
rity in puniſhing Malefactors, which 
he look'd upon as neceſſary to curb 
the Licentiouſneſs that was intro- 
duc'd in his Brother's Reign, eſpe- 
cially among the Courtiers, was very 
agreeable and beneficial to the Peo- 
ple, and is one Thing for which he 
ought highly to be commended. 
'That during his frequent Voyages 
to Normandy there ſhould be no In- 
ſurrection in England, where Male- 
contents were not wanting, is an 
Argument that his Government was 
manag'd with great Skill and Pru- 
dence. He was a Perſon of a ſine 
Aſpect, and a very affable and agree- 
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97 
able Deportment z exceeding tempo- 
rate in eating and drinking, except 
in the Inftance abovemention'd ; a 
Lover of Learning, and had made 
a great Progreſs in it himſelf, whence 
he acquir'd the Surname of Beau- 
clerk; by which was meant a good 
Scholar, becauſe in thoſe Times none 
but Clzrks, or the Clergy, troubled 
themſelves about Books, and Princes 
leaſt of all. He always retain'd a 
Love for the Sciences, and built a 
Palace at Oxford, where he often re- 
tir'd for the Pleaſure of converſin 

with the Learned, But all the 
good Qualities were ſullied with 
many Vices, particularly thoſe of 
Cruelty, Avarice, and an mordinate 
Love of Women: And his barba- 
rous Uſage of his Brother in ſtrip- 
ping him of his Dominions, and de- 
taining him ſo long in Priſon, can 
by no Pretence whatſoever” be juſti- 
hed. He left behind him one legt- 
timate Daughter, wiz. the Emprets 
Maud, and twelve natural Children 

of whom Robert Earl of Ghuceſter 
was the moſt famaus, N 
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HE Male Line of 
the Normans expir'd 
in Henry the Pirſt 
And tho' he took 
all the Precautions 
he could to ſecure 
the Succeſſion to his 


Daughter, yet Stephen, Earl of Bul- 


Adela the Conqueror's fourth Daugh- 
ter, found Means to ſupplant her, 
notwithſtanding his late Oath, and 
to get the Crown plac'd upon his 
own Head. As he liv'd with the 
1 ng his Uncle in England, his good 
Qualities gain'd him his Affection to 
high Degree, ſo that he took Plea- 
fare in heaping Favours on him, ne- 
ver imagining that he would at- 
tempt to ſet himſelf up in Preju- 
dice of his Daughter. However, 
after Prince Villiam's Death, Ste- 
, by the Aſſiſtance of his Bro- 
ter Henry Biſhop of Wincheſter, be- 
60 to take Meaſures to ſecure the 


| 
| 


that the King his Uncle ſuſpected 
nothing of the Deſign, Being in 
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foign, Son to the Ear! of Blois by 


-rown to himſelf, but ſo ſecretly, 
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Normandy with King Henry, in his 
laſt IIneſs; he wrote over to his 
Brother the Biſhop vigorouſly to pur- 
fue the Scheme they had laid, and 
as ſoon as the King was dead, he 
came over himſelf, to forward his 
Project by his Preſence. The Biſhop 
of Wincheſter had already gain'd 
over the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
and the Biſhop of Sa/;/exry; and 
theſe three Prelates had Influence 
enough over all the reſt of the Cler- 
gy to bring them to declare for S/e- 
phen. This did the Buſineſs, and fo 
much the eaſier as Maud was out of 
the Kingdom; and ſuch of the Ba- 
rons as were not of Stephen's Party, 
ſeeing the Bent of the Clergy, durſt 
not oppoſe the Deſign. And fo Ste- 
then was declar d King, and crown'd 
24 Days after Henry's Death, being 
one and thirty Years old : And the 
Biſhops and Nobles did not ſtick to 
break the Oath they had thrice ta- 
ken to Maud. | 

In order to gain this important 


Point, Stephen had been re to 


promiſe great Things to the Clergy 
| and 


and People, and that he would grant 
them more Privileges than ever they 
enjoy'd under the Norman Kings. 
And as he was-not without his Fears 
from Maud and Geoffrey her Huſ- 
band, to ſecure the Affections of his 
Subjects, he, ſoon after his Corona- 
tion,  conven'd a General Aſſembly 
at Oxford, in which he fign'd a 
Charter, acknowledging his being 
elected King by the Clergy and Peo- 

le; confirming all the Liberties, 
B and Immunities of the 
Church, and conſenting that all Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Cauſes and Perſons ſhould 
be tried by the Clergy; promiſing 
not to meddle in any Manner with 
the Temporalities of vacant Biſhop- 
ricks, or Eſtates belonging to Eccle- 
fiaſticks ; aboliſhing all the Game 
Laws enacted ſince the Congucſt, and 
all the Foreſt Laws; and reviving 
the antient Saxon Laws. He more- 
over aboliſh'd Dane: gelt, which had 
been taken away by Edward the 
Confe/Jor, but reſtor d by the Nor- 
man Kings. However Stephen ob- 
ſerv'd the other Articles of this 
Charter, tis certain he broke one 
of them but a few Months after ; 
for the Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
dying, he ſeiz'd on the Revenucs 
of the See, and kept them in his 
Hands above two Years. 

The King, to humour the Ba- 
rons, and thinking thereby to be 
the better ſecur'd from any Attempts 
of the Empreſs Maud, or any to- 
reign Invaders, permitted them to 
fortify their Caſtles, and to build 
others upon their Eſtates; ſo that 
in a little Time there were above a 
_ thouſand fortify'd Caſtles in the 
Kingdom. But this was reckon'd 
an Overſight, ſince it put it in their 
Power to revolt whenever they 
pleas'd, as ſome of them not long 
after did. 

Stephen began his Reign in Peace, 
but the fair Scene was ſoon chang'd, 
and we ſee nothing but Incurſions, 


Revolts and Inſurrections, and a 
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moſt furious and bloody Civil War, 
which over-ſpread all Parts of the 
Nation, and continued almoſt thro? 
his whole Reign. 

In 1137, the Veiß made an Ir- 
ruption on the Frontiers, and carried 
off a conſiderable Booty; and in a 
Battle near Cardigan, the King's 
Troops were beaten, and above 3000 
ain on the Spot, At the ſame 
Time David King of Scotland in- 
vaded the Northern Counties of 
England, took Carliſle and New- 
caſtle, and advanc'd as far as Dur- 
ham. Stephen march'd againſt him 
with a very numerous Army ; but 
this War ſoon ended in a Treaty of 
Peace, It broke out again indeed 
more than once, the Scorch King ta- 
King Advantage of the Confuſions 
ia England to renew his Incurſions ; 
but being defeated in a great Battle 
by Thurſtan Archbiſhop of York, and 
King Stephen, after having reduced 
his rebellious Barons, marching into 
the North to chaſtiſe that Monarch 
for his late Inſult, Dawid not caring 
to run the Hazard of another Battle, 


ſued for Peace; and as Srephen's be- 


ing fo far from the Heart of his 
Kingdom might be attended with 
Inconveniencies, he thought fit to 
agree to it; by which Henry, Son 
of the Scotch King, was put in Pol- 
ſeſſion of the County of Northum- 
berland, and Earldom of Hunting- 
don, for which he did Homage to 


the ing of England; and Daus 


oblig'd himſelf by Oath never to 
meddle any more in the Quarrel be- 
tween Stephen and Maud. 

A little before, the King 
over to Normandy, againit his elder 
Brother Theobald Earl of Blozs, wha 
had taken Poſſeſſion of that Duchy. 
Stephen entering inte an offenſive 
Alliance with France, forc'd hi to 


retire; and to pleaſe Leu, deli> - 


ver'd up Normandy to his eldeſt Bon. 
Euftace, who did Homage for it ws 
the French King. | F 

Robert, 
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Robert, Earl of Gloucefler, natu- 
ral Brother to the Empreſs, was at 


the Head of the diſcontented Barons 


who revolted, becauſe the King had 
not rewarded them as they thought 
they deſerv'd for placing him on the 
'Throne. 'They had indeed ſome Pre- 
tence, from his great Favours to . o- 
reigners: But where t Numbers 
think they have an" ul Claim to 
Favour, as it {impoſſible to reward 
them all, or however to reward them 
equally, ee Men, thinking 
themſelves ſighted, will take every 
Opportunity, from a Principle of 
Revenge, to raiſe Troubles in the 
State. The Earl thinking Matters 
ripe, went over to acquaint the Em- 
preſs, and wrote an abuſive Letter 
to Stephen, upbraiding him for the 
Breach of his Oath to Maud, and 
for drawing him in to the ſame 
Crime. To this he added a Mani- 
feſto, wherein he treated the King 
as an Uſurper, and declar'd War a- 
gainſt him. Stepben, without re- 
turning him any Anſwer, confiſcated 
his Eſtate. The Empreſs's Party 

aiming Ground exceedingly, the 

arl of Glouceſter came over, and 
gor Poſſeſſion of Briſtol, and the 
Revolt of the Barons was like to 
have been general, ſo that Maud 
Was invited over, whom they pro- 
mis'd to own as their Sovereign. 
But Stephen ſupported himſelf with 
ſuch undaunted Courage and Reſo- 


Jution, that he cruſh'd this dan- 


gerous Inſurrection for the preſent, 
and the Earl of Glouceſter had no 
other Way to take but to go and 

eſs the Empreſs to come over, 


in order to put new Life into her 


Party. 

Theſe Things were but the Pre- 
lude to greater Troubles, of which 
the Clergy were the chief Fomenters. 
The Biſhops knowing how much the 
King was 1 $1 to them for his 
Crown, extended their Power to 


ſuch a Degree, amaſs'd ſuch im- 
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menſe Wealth, and became fo ex- 
ceſſively proud and haughty, that 
the King grew jealous of them, re- 
ſolv'd, however impolitickly conſi- 
dering his Situation, to humble them, 
and took vigorous Methods for that 
Purpoſe, ſeizing the Caſtles and 
Treaſure of ſeveral who had ren- 
der'd themſelves moſt obnoxious. 


This brought almoſt the whole 


Clergy upon his Back, and even 
his Brother, the Biſhop of Vin- 
cheſter, turn'd againſt him, under 
Pretence of ſtanding up for the 
Rights of the Church. By this 
Means a Storm was rais'd, which 
with ſome Intermiſſion continued for 
ſeveral Years. For the Clergy's 
Faction became fo ſtrong, that moſt 
of the Lay Lords came over to 
them, and the People generally eve- 
ry where deſerted the King, and de- 
clar'd for the Empreſs : So that none 
ſtuck to him but only a few of the 
Barons, his foreign Favourites, and 
Army of Flemings, Bretaigns, &c. 
which ſerv'd him faithfully, tho” 
they were but ill paid. 

At this favourable Juncture the 
Empreſs Maud, with her Brother the 
Ear] of Glouceſter, came over, in 
the Year 1139, from which Time 
a cruel Civil War enſu'd, the Parti- 
culars of which would be tedious, 
as indeed 'tis almoſt impothble to 
deſcribe ſuch a Scene of Confuſion 
and Diſtraction, in which was no- 
thing but burning, plundering, ſlaugh- 
tering, and the utmoſt Devaſtation. 
King Stephen in the midſt of all 
behav'd with the greateſt Reſolu- 
tion, Intrepidity, Firmneſs and Con- 
ſtancy of Mind, by which Means he 
at laſt weather'd the raping Storm, 
but not without being firſt brought 
as low as 'tis poſſible to conceive a 
Sovereign Prince to be, For after 
ſeveral other Sieges, in 1140, the 
Earl of Glucefter came ſo ſuddenly 
upon him, as he was beſieging Lin- 
coin, that a Battle could not be a- 

voided. 
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voided. Both Sides fought with 
equal Bravery for ſome I ime, but 
at laſt the Royal Army was totally 
routed and put to Flight. The 
King was left almoſt alone, and on 
Foot, in the Field of Battle, and 


defended himſelf with amazing Va- 


lour even to the laſt Extremity. His 
Battle - ax was broke by the Force of 
his Blows, and afterwards his Sword, 
ſcarce any Thing but the Hilt re- 
maining in his Hand ; when he was 
knock'd down on his Knees with a 
Stone, and a Knight ran in, ſeiz'd 
him by the Helmet, and preſented 
his Sword to his Throat, threatning 
to kill him, if he would not ſurren- 
der, which he till refus'd to do to 
any but the Earl of Glouceſter, who 
conducting him to the Empreſs, 
ſhe order d him to be confin'd in 
Briſtol Caſtle, where after he had 
been ſome Time, he was even laid 
in Irons. 

Never did any one bid fairer for 
the Crown than the Empreſs Maud 
did at this Time. All England de- 
ſerted the impriſon'd King, except 
London and the County of Kent, 
where he had ſtill ſome Friends by 
Means of the Queen his Spoule, 
Euftace his Son, and William d' I pres 
his Favourite. The Earl of Anjou 
at the ſame Time got Normanay to 
acknowledge Maud for their Sove- 
reign. Thus Stephen's Aﬀairs ſeem'd 
every Where deſperate; and the 
more ſo, as the Empreſs, by pro- 
miſing the Biſhop of Wincheſter, then 
Legate, the Diſpoſal of all Church 
Preferments, had gain'd him over 
to her Party, who a little before had 
tarn'd againſt her, and eſpous'd the 
Intereft of the King his Brother. 
But now this treacherous Prelate 
having call'd a Council at Vincheſ- 
ter, by his private Intrigues with 
the Clergy, got them to chuſe Maud 
for their Queen, and proceeded ſo 
far as to excommunicate all who ad- 


her'd to the King. The Longencrs 


 tagne and Boulogne. 
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at laſt giving Way to the Times, 
thought it expedient to declare for 
the — and Preparations were 
even making for her Coronation. 
But her haughty, imperious and diſ- 
obliging Temper, with which ſhe 
treated Perſons of all Ranks, ſoon 
undid all again. | 

The Citizens of London, and the 
Barons of the King's Party who had 
retir'd thither, had petition'd the 
Council for his Liberty, as did alſo 
Stephen's Queen, but to no Purpoſe. 
And after the Londoners had receiv'd 
the Empreſs, the Queen came to 
her, humbly ſuing for the ſame Fa- 
vour, promiſing 2 ſhould renounce 
the Crown, depart the Kingdom, 
and ſpend the reſt of his Life in a 
Monaſtery. But Maud rejected all 
theſe Offers with the utmoſt Haugh - 
tineſs, and forbad the Queen ever 
to come into her Preſence again. 
She refus'd the Londoners the only 
Thing they petition'd for, and which 
her Father had promis'd, wiz. to 
revive the Laws of King Edward; 
which impolitick Conduct drew up- 
on her the III-will of the Citizens. 
She even diſoblig'd the Biſhop of 
incheſter, by haughtily denying his 
Requeſt to confirm to his Nephew 
Euſiace the Titles of Earl of Mor- 
The Conſe- 
quence was, that he became her utter 
Enemy, and as he had ſet her up, 
reſolv'd now to uſe his utmoſt Ef- 
forts to pull her down. He firſt by 
his Emiſſaries got the Londoners to 
declare againſt her, and even brought 
them into a Plot to ſeize her Periön, | 
which ſhe narrowly eſcap'd, and 
leaving the City in a great Fright, 
put herſelf at the Head of her 
Troops, attended by the Karl of 
Glouceſter, and march'd to / inch 
ter, in order to ſeize the Legate, 
but in vain. He ſlipt out at a Sate 
on the other Side of the 'Town, and 
went and drew his Friends together. 
The Kentiſb Men having join'd the 


Londoners, 


Londoners, Stephen's Queen, Prince 
Enuftace, and William d*Ypres headed 
them, and march'd with all Expedi- 
tion to HWinchefter, where the Em- 
preſs had ſcarce Time to get into 
the Caſtle, Here ſhe was beſieg'd, 


but found Means to march out with 


her Troops, which were cloſely pur- 


ſu'd by the King's, whilſt the reſt 


of the Army was advancing to ſur- 
round them. In the Purſuit, the 


Earl of Glauceſter intent on ſaving 


the Empreſs was himſelf taken Pri- 
ner, and conducted to Rocheſter. 
This procur'd King Stephen his Li- 
berty ; for Maud, who had a great 


Affection for the Earl her Brother, 


and could not well do without him, 
was oblig' d to exchange him for the 
King. Soon after, the Legate call'd 
a Council at Ve minſter, where he 


| " excommunicated all Maud"'s Adhe- 
rents, as before he had thoſe of the 
| _—_ his Brother. 
' h 


us Stephen regain'd his Liberty 
in 1141. But the War between him 
and Maud contmued for ſeveral 
Years after, during which the King's 
Affairs viſibly gain'd Ground, and 
the Empreſs's continually declin'd, 
till at laſt, the brave Earl of Gon- 
ceſter being dead, ſhe deſpairing of 
ſtanding her Ground much longer, 
about the Year 1147, retir'd to Nor- 
mandy, and left Stephen once more 
Maſter of the whole Kingdom. He 
then endeavour'd to ſecure the 
Crown after his Death to his Son 
Euſtace, and even to get him crown'd 
betore-hand, but did not ſucceed in 
the Attempt. 

Aſter the Departure of Maud, 
King Stephen was contriving how 
to repair the Miſchiefs the King- 
dom had ſuffer'd by ſo long a War. 
But he ſoon found his Tranquillity 
was not yet firmly eſtabliſh'd. For 
now he is threatned with a new Ri- 
val, Prince Henry, the eldeſt Son of 
Maud, who was ſixteen Years old, 
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and of an active and enterpri 
Genius. Having prepar'd Matters, 
he landed in England with a con- 
ſiderable Body of Forces, in 1152, 
and was immediately join'd by ſe- 
veral Barons; who t into his 
Hands 30 fortify'd Caſtles. And 
now a ſecond Civil War, as fu- 
rious as. the firſt, was like to break 
out, and the two Armies were juſt 
upon the Point of engaging ; when 
by the good Offices of ſome of the 
Nobility on each Side, in a Con- 
ference between the King and Henry 
on the oppoſite Banks of the Thames 
near Walling ford, a Truce was a 
Four upon, which being ſeveral 
Times renew'd, at laſt ended in a 
Treaty of Peace (which was faci- 
litated by Prince Euſtaces Death) 
by which Stephen was to enjoy the 
Crown during Life, and after his 
Death, Henry was to ſucceed him 
as his lawful Heir. Soon after, Se- 
phen perform'd the Ceremony of 
adopting the young Prince. 

Thus Peace was reſtor'd, to the 
univerſal Joy of the Nation, and 
Stephen again apply'd himſelf to re- 
pair the Miſeric the War had oc- 


caſion'd : But Death put a Stop to 


his generous Deſigns, which took 
him out of the World eleven Months 
after the Treaty with Henry, wiz. 
on the 25th of October, 1154, in 
the fiftieth Year of his Age, and 
nineteenth of his Reign. He was 
buried in the Abbey of Fewerſbam, 
which he had founded, by Queen 
Maud his Wiie, only Daughter and 
Heir to the Earl of Boulagne, and 
Euſtace his Son, who both died the 
Year before. 

Tho' the Steps he took towards 
mounting the Throne, eſpecially the 


Breach of his Oath, cannot eatily 


be juſtify'd, yet it muſt be own'd 
that he was a Prince of undoubted 
Valour and Bravery, of great Cle- 
mency and Generolity, that his _ 
| ties 
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Qualities out-weigh'd his bad ones, 
and that he was worthy to live in 
better Times. He left but one le- 
gitimate Son, nam'd #i/liam, and 
one Daughter, call'd Maria; a na- 
tural Son of the ſame Name with 
the legitimate one, and another 
nam'd Gervaſe, who was Abbot of 
W:ftminſter. | 
n this Reign the Canon Law was 
introduc'd into England, and the 
Clergy roſe to an exorbitant Height 
of Power. Stephen endeavour'd more 
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than once to humble them, and per- 
haps had done it, were it not for the 
conſtant Broils and Troubles they 
involv'd him in. 

Milliam of Malmſbury flouriſh'd 
in this Reign, who wrote an Ac- 
count de Geftis Regum Anglorum, 
from the Coming in of the Saxons 
to the Eighth Year of King Stephen. 
And the famous Saxon-Annals, which 
begin from the Birth of our Savi- 
our, end with the Death of this 


King. 
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Henry ſucceeded to the 
Crown without the 
leaſt Oppoſition. Iſe 
was then in Normanay, 
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the Empreſs Maud his Mother ha- 
ving deliver'd up that Duchy to 
him. He arriv'd in Exglaud about 
fix Weeks after the late King ex- 
pir'd, and was crown'd at We/tmin- 
fler on the 19th of December, 1154, 
being then in the 23d Vear of his 
Age. He was the firſt of the 
Race of the Plantagenets, and had 
been for ſome Time Earl of Anjou, 
' Touraine and Maine, by the Death 
of his Father Geoffrey Plantagenet, 
Earl of Anjou, &. Tho' he had 
ſome Diſpute with his younger Bro- 
ther Geoffrey about theſe Domains, 
on Account of his Father's Will, 
whereby he was to deliver them up 
to Geoffrey 2s ſoon as he ſhould be 
fels'd of Normandy. According- 

y when Herry was become Duke 
of Normandy and King of England, 
his Brother Geoffrey, ſoon after Heu- 


79's rival in his Kingdom, took 
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of which he was Duke, 
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E PON Stephen's Death, 


Poſſeſſion of Auen; but Henry, who 
thought his Father's Will injurious 
to him, tho” he had ſworn to fulfil 
it, went over and ſoon drove his 
Brother out of the Country. It is 
to be obſerved, that Henry took the 
Oath to execute the abovemention'd 
Will, tho* he did not like it, be- 
cauſe his Father had made his No- 
bles ſwear, that they would not let 
his Body be buried, till he had done 
it. Belides Normandy, Anjou, Tou- 
raine and Maine, King Henry was 
alſo poſſeſs'd of Poictou, CGuienne, 
and Saintonge, by Virtue of his 
Marriage with Eleanor, Heireſs of 
the Houſe of Poictiers, after Lewis 
the Young, King of France, had di- 
vorc'd her. So that Henry, for Ex 
tent of Dominion, was one of the 
moſt powerful Princes of his Time. 
And what made him the more ac- 
ceptable to the Eugliſ, was, that in 
him the Saxon Line was reſtor'd, 
he being deſcended by the Mother's 
Side from the Saxon Kings. 

His firſt Concern, after his Ac- 


cellion, was to demoliſh the great 
Num- 
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Numbers of Caſtles, that had been 
ſortify'd by the Biſhops and Barons 
in Stephen's Reign, to prevent ſuch 
as might be diſpos'd to Sedition 
from raiſing gew) Troubles. He 
alſo ſent away the foreign Troops, 
that had been employ'd by Stephen, 
and fo eas'd the Nation off a con- 
fiderable Burden. In what follows 
'tis plain he acted more from Self- 
intereſtedneſs and Revenge, than for 
the Good of the People. He re- 
vok'd all the Grants made by Ste- 
pben, and reſum'd all the Lands that 
had been alienated from the Crown : 
And moreover depriv'd the Barons 
created by his Predeceſſor, of their 
honourable 'Titles, on Pretence they 
were conferr'd by a Uſurper. How- 


ever, he ſhew'd his Wiſdom and 


good Policy, in chuſing a Council 
out of the moſt eminent of the 
Clergy and Nobility : After which 
he held a General Aſſembly, or Par- 
liament, at Malling ford, where the 
Barons ſwore Fealty to }7//;am and 
Henry his Sons, the former of whom 
died a few Days after. In this Aſ- 
ſembly he alſo conſented that King 
Edward's Laws ſhould be reftor'd, 
and confirm'd the Charter of his 
Grandfather Henry I. 


In 1156, Henry went over to do 


Homage to the King of France for 


the Provinces he held there. He 
was the moſt powerful Vaſſal of 
that Crown; but the Dominions 
that he and his Succeſſors were poſ- 
ſeſs d of in France, prov'd the Source 
of numberleſs Evils to England. An- 
other, and indeed the chief Motive 
to his croſſing the Sea at this Time, 
was to recover Anjou from his Bro- 
ther Geoffrey, as has been mention'd 
above. That Prince had been but 


in a poor Condition, after being thus 
ſtripp'd by kis Brother, had not the 
Earldom of Nantes been voluntarily 
ofter'd him by the Inhabitants, after 
8 for ſome Diſguſt expell'd 
ormer Governor. 


5 


their 
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Upon King Henry's Return, Mal- 
colm King of Scotland yielded up to 
him Carliſie, Neaocaſtle, and Bam- 
berough-Caftle, contenting himſelf 
with the Earldom of 
And not long after, in 1157, Henry 
march'd into Wales with a great 
Army, to revenge himſelf on that 
People for having renew'd their Ra- 
vages on the Frontiers. But they, 
according to Cuſtom, retir'd to their 
Mountains, where the King could 
not come at them; and ſo "Fer ha- 
ving pent them up there for ſome 
Time, and laid waſte the reſt of 
their Country, he granted them a 
Peace, by one of the Articles re- 
ſerving to himſelf the Liberty of 
cutting large Roads thro" their 
Woods, that he might the more 
eaſily enter their Country, whenever 
there ſhould be Occaſion. 

In 1158, Prince Richard was born, 
and a few Days after King Henry 


was crown'd a ſecond Time in che 
The next Year / 


Suburbs of Lincoln. 
the King had another Son born, 
who was nam'd Geoffrey ; and the 
ſame Year he was crown'd again, 
together with his Queen, at Hor 
ceſter. 


The Dominions Henry poſleſs'd, + 


however large, were not enough to 
fatisfy his Ambition ; and now he 
had an Opportunity of making new 
Acquiſitions, which he did not fail 
to lay hold of. For his Brother 
Geoffrey dying about this 'Time, he 
laid Claim to Narxtes, pretending it 
belong'd to him, as Hear to his Bro- 
ther; and back'd his Pretenſions 
with ſo conſiderable a Force (having 


firſt made ſure of the French King) 


that the Duke of Brctaign, to whom 


the Earldom of Nantes formerly be- 


longed, and who had ſeiz d upon it 
at Geoffrey's Death, was conſtrain'd 
to yield it up to him. In the In- 
terview he had with the French 


1 on this Occaſion, he concluded 
a 


arriage between his eldeit Son 
| Henry, 


— 


untington. . 
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Henry, then about five Years old, 
and Margaret the French King's 
Daughter, who was not above ſo 
many Months. And to make as 
much of this Expedition as poſſible, 
he made a Treaty, with Conan, Duke 
of Bretaign, for marrying the Duke's 
Daughter Conftance to Geoffrey, Hen- 
W 73's third Son, then but a few 
Months old; which Marriage being 
celebrated about five Years after, 
Geoffrey became Duke of Bretaign 
upon his Father-in-Law's Death. 
Not ſatisſied with this, he reviv'd 
his Queen's Title to Thoulouſe, and 
after he had taken Cahors, laid 
ſiege to that City. But here the 
King of France oppoſing his Pro- 
ject, it came to nothing. Henry in 
Revenge ravag'd the Territories of 
the French King, and fo diſtreſs'd 
him, that that Monarch ſent him 
Propoſals for a Truce, which was 
reed npon for a Year, during 
which Time a Treaty of Peace was 
concluded, and in it no Mention 
made of Thoulouſe. William Earl 
of Blois, King Stephen's Son, at- 
tended the King in the Expedition 
to 7 houlouſe, and died in his Return 
from it. The War foon after broke 
out again between the two Mo- 
narchs, upon Henry's precipitating 
the Marriage between Prince Henry 


and the Daughter of Lewis, when 


the former was but ſeven, and the 
latter but three Years old, quickly 
after ſhe was brought over to Erg- 
land to be educated. Henry did this 


for his Son, which the Princeſs was 
to have for her Dower. ” this 
War was ſoon ended by the Media- 
tion of Pope Alexander III. to whom 
both Kings paid a moſt ſervile Sub- 
miſſion, each alighting, and taking 
hold of the Rein of his Bridle, to 
conduct him to his . 
The Affairs above related detain'd 
in France four Vears, and he 
return d to England in 1163. He 


in order to take Poſſeſſion of Giſors 


now ſeem' d to be in a very happy 


Situation, Peace being eftabliſh'd in 


his Dominions abroad, and every 
Thing being in profound Tranquil- 
lity at home. But his Repoſe was 
ſoon diſturb'd by an Affair of an- 
other Nature, which gave him a 
vaſt deal of Vexation for ſeveral 
Vears, and at laſt ended to his Diſ- 
honour. This was the famous Con- 
teſt between him and 7 homas Becket, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury. The Oc- 
caſion of it was this: The King ob- 
ſerving that the Power of the Cler- 
bY was got to fuch an exorbitant 
eight as to be very detrimental to 
the State, and prejudicial to the 
Royal Authority, that their Pride 
and Ambition were in{ufferable, and 
that they pretended to an entire Ex- 
emption 1 the Civil Power, had 
form'd a Reſolution to redreſs this 
Grievance, and to reduce them with - 
in ſome tolerable Bounds. The A- 
buſes which were the Conſequence 
of this independent Power of the 
Clergy were very enormous. When 
a Clergyman was accus'd of a Crime, 
he was tried in the Ecclefiaſtical 
Court, from whence there was no 
Appeal. Here the utmoſt Favour 
and Partiality was ſhewn ; and when 
the Matter was ſo plain that they 
could not but condemn the Party, 
the moſt heinous Crimes were pu- 
niſh'd only with Degradation, and 
others with a ſhort Su/per/72n or ſlight 
Confinement. This expos'd the poor 
Laity to numberleſs Outrages, whilſt 
the Clergy were not at all or but 
lightly puniſhed, and the People 
were ſure of ſuffering the utmoſt 
Rigour of the Law, if they at- 
tempted to repel the Inſults of the 
Prieſts. It was made appear before 
the King, that ſince his Acceſſion, 
above a hundred Murders had been 
committed by Ecclefrafticks, of whom 
not one had been puniſh'd ſo much 
as with Degradation, which was en- 
join'd by the Canons in ſuch 285 
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It was with Reaſon therefore that 
the King reſolv'd to reform theſe 
Abuſes, and he thought Becket, who 
had been his High-Chancellor, and 
ſhew'd himſelf always ready to com- 
ly with his Orders, and on whom 
e had beftow'd many Favours, 
would” have been ſerviceable to him 
in this good 5,8 and made him 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury for that 
very Purpoſe. But he was very 
much miſtaken in _ PR —_ 
appear. by the Sequel. en the 
King fl mention'd his Defign to 
the Archbiſhop, he vehemently op- 
pos'd it; but reſolving to do that in 
ſpite of his Efforts to the contrary, 
which he thought he ſhould be able 
to do by his Aſſiſtance, he conven'd 
the chief Lords of the Kingdom, 
both Spiritual and Temporal, and 
propos'd to them a Regulation, con- 
lifting of five Articles, 1. That no 
one ſhould appeal to Rome without 
the King's Conſent. 2. That no 
Archbiſhop or Biſhop ſhould go to 
Name, tho even ſummon'd by the 
Pope, without the King's Leave firſt 
had and obtain'd. 3. That no im- 
mediate Vaſſal of the Crown, or 
King's Officer, ſhould be excommu- 
nicated, or ſubjected, without the 
King's Knowledge. 4. That all 
Clergymen charg'd with capital 
Crimes, ſhould be tried in the 
King's Courts. 5. That ſuch Ec- 
cleftaſtical Aﬀairs, as all the Na- 
tion ſhould be concern'd in, as the 
Repairing of Churches, Tithes, &c. 
ſhould be decided in the Civil 
Courts. The Temporal Lords a- 
reed to theſe Articles without any 

eſitation: But the Biſhops and Ab- 
bots refus'd to do it, without the 
Addition of this Clauſe, Sawing the 
Rights of the Clergy and Church, 
which was doing nothing at all, till 
the King threatned them, and then 
they comply'd; and even Becker, 
after ſtanding out a great While, 
tonſented to the Articles without the 
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Javing Clauſe; Soon after, the King 
got theſe Articles confirm'd by an 
Aſſembly-General, or Parliament, 
which he conven'd at Clarendon 3 
and here alſo the Prelates, thro” 
Fear, comply'd, and the Archbi- 
ſhop was with great Difficulty pre- 
vail'd on by his n to give his 
Conſent to the Articles. 

When theſe Articles were ſent to 
Pope Alexander III. for his Sanction, 
he preſently condemn'd them as pre- 
judicial to the Church. Upon which, 
Becket openly declar'd that he repent- 
ed of having promis'd to ſubſcribe 
them, and the Pope abfolv'd him, and 
promis'd to ftand by him. And now 
this proud and arrogant Prelate be- 
came more inſolent than ever, croſs'd 
the King in all his Deſigns, and 
treated him in a very indecent and 
unbecoming Manner; who in Re- 
turn loaded him with Proſecutions, 
and did all he could to humble him, 
but to no Purpoſe ; he refuſed to 
plead in the King's Courts, and even 
to wait on the King, when he ſent 
for him. For theſe and other Mif- 
demeanors, all his moveable Goods 
were confiſcated; and he was at laſt 
accus'd of Perjury and 'Treaſon, and 
the Court declar'd that he ought to 
be impriſon'd, and puniſh'd accord- 
ing to Law. He was ſummon'd to 
appear and hear his Sentence ; but 
he refus'd to come, ſaying that the 
Peers had no Authority to judge 
him, and that he appeal'd to the 
Pope. Thus growing ſtill more and 
more obſtinate, and perceiving at the 
ſame. Time his. Danger, he privately 
made off in the Night, and went 
over to Flanders. The King of 
France glad of any Opportunity of 
embroiling Henry's Affairs, promis'd 
Becket his Protection, · and even im- 
portun'd the Pope to eſpouſe his 
Cauſe, which he was of himſelf e- 
nough inclin'd to do. From this 
Time we have many Inſtances of 
the intolerable Inſolence of 2 


very ſe 


of the Pride and Haughtineſs, and 
Policy of the Pope, who dreading 
an entire Rupture, endeavour d to 
ſpin out Time, and amuſe the King 
by various Artifices; whilſt the Kin 
acted vigorouſly againſt the Pope an 
Becket, forhiddps 1 to Rome, 
or to receive Any Mandates from 
thence, and ſuſpending the Payment 
of Peter-Pence till further Order. In 
ſhort, both Sides remain'd as yet in- 
flexible, and neither ſhew'd any In- 
Elination to yield to the other. And 
thus Matters ſtood in 1169. 

To go a little back : In 1165 the 
King's Daughter Maud was married 
to Henry Duke of Saxoy, from 


which 4 deſcended his pre- 


ſent Majeſty King GEORGE. 

In 1166, ſome Hereticks, (as all 
are call'd who differ from the Church 
of Rome) about 3o in Number, ar- 
riv'd in England from Germany. 
They were call'd Publicans, but 
* why is not known. And 'tis as un- 
certain what were their diſtinguiſh- 
ing Tenets, as we have an Account 
of them only from their Perſecutors, 
or why they came over to England; 
but it was at a wrong Time for 
them, as indeed there was generally 
no worſe, than when Princes were at 
Variance with the Pope. They 
were ſummon'd before a Council at 
Oxford, and being aſk'd, who they 
were, they anſwer' d that they were 
Chriſtians and Followers of the Doc- 
trine of the Apoſtles, The Council 
condemn'd them, and deliver'd them 
over to the Secz/ar Power: And the 
Ring, willing to keep as fair with 
the * as he could, treated them 

verely indeed. He caus'd 
them to be branded in the Check 
with a hot Iron, and forbad all his 
Subjects, under ftrict Penalties, to 
give them any. Relief; and ſo they 
All miſerably periſh'd with Hunger, 


without any one's hearing them 


make the leaſt Complaint. 
The ſame Year Prince John was 


born; and a little after, the Empreſs 


Maud, the King's Mother, of whom 


ſo much has been faid in the laſt 
Reign, died in the 67th Year of her 
Age, and was buried at Roan in 
Normandy. 

King Henry, after having been in 
France near four Years, return'd to 
England in 1170, where his Abſence 
having occaſioned much Neglect and 
many Abuſes in the Adminiſtration 
of Juſtice, he ſent Commiſſioners in- 
to each County, to inquire into the 
Miſdemeanors of the Sheriffs and 
other Officers, and to puniſh thoſe 
who ſhould be found guilty. 

The ſame Year, with the Conſent 
of the Clergy and People, he caus'd 
his eldeſt Son Henry to be crown'd, 
by the Archbiſhop of York, and tlie 
Spiritual and Temporal Lords, and 
Magiſtrates of the Cities and Coun- 
ties did Homage to the young King. 
At the Coronation Feaſt the old 
King would carry up the firſt Diſh, 
and told his Son, that never was any 
Monarch more honourably ſerv'd: 
Upon which young Herry, who was 
of a very haughty Temper, ſaid 
ſoftly to the Archbiſhop of 274, 
"Tis no ſuch great Honour for the Son 
of a King to be ſerv'd by the Son of 
an GAart. 

Shortly after the King fell ſo vio- 
lently ill at Domfront in the Province 
of Main, that believing he was ncar 
his End, he made his Will, giving 
to his eldeſt Son Henry, England, 
Normandy, Main and Anjou ; and to 
Prince Richard, Guienne and Pordtor : 
He thought Bretaign was ſufficient 
for Geoffrey; and as for his youngeſt 
Son John, he only recommended him 
to be provided for by his eldeſt Bro- 
ther; on which Account he got the 
Nick-Name of Lack-Land. 

The King's dangerous IIIneſs ha- 
ving alſo rais'd ſome Scruples in his 
Mind, in relation to ſpiritual At- 
fairs, he reſolv'd, if he recover'd, 
to make up Matters with Becket. 
Beſides he was deſirous, if he Gag 
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Vive; to paſs the reſt of his Days in 
Quiet, Which the Pope threatned 
more and more to diſturb, by thun- 
dering out againſt him the Cenſures 
of the Church. Accordingly, as 
ſoon as he recover'd, he order'd 
Matters ſo that he was thoroughly 
reconcil'd to Becket, and ſwore to 
reſtore him to his former State, pro- 
teſting he heartily forgave all that 
was paſs d. | 
This Reconcihation was fincere 
enough on the King's Side, but not 
ſo on Becket's. For he no ſooner 
arriv'd in England, but he ſuſpended 
the Archbiſhop of York, and excom- 
municated ſome other Biſhops, who 
had taken Part with the King a- 
_ him, and proceeded to the 
ame Acts of Severity againſt other 
great Men. The Biſhops thus put 
under the Church's Cenſures, re- 
pair'd to the King in Normandy, and 
made heavy Complaints againſt Becł- 
et's inſolent and revengeful Spirit. 
The King was ſo provok'd at theſe 
freſh Efforts of this turbulent and 
haughty Prelate to diſturb his Tran- 
uillity, that he ſpoke aloud to the 
ollowing Purpoſe : 'Tis my great 
Unhappineſs, that among all my Ser- 
vants, there's not one who dares to 
revenge the Aﬀrents I am continually 
receiving from a wretched Pricft. 
From this Time four of the King's 
Domeſticks, whom ſome Writers 
call Barons, and others Knights, 
enter d into a Plot againſt Becker's 
Life. Accordingly coming to Can- 
terbury, they took an Opportunity 
to follow him into the Cathedral, 
and advanc'd after him up to the 
Altar, where they fell upon him, 
and ſplit his Skull with their Swords, 
ſo that his Blood and Brains flew all 
over the Altar. The tragical End 
of this Archbiſhop, (which happen'd 
in the Year 1171) with the Circum- 
Rances attending it, gain'd him more 
Friends after his Death, than ever 
he had whilſt alive. Numberleſs 
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Miracles were ſaid to be wrought at 


his Tomb, many of them ridiculous 


enough, and ſome very ſtrange ones 
even before he was buried. 
credulous People in that dark Age 
believ'd them as faſt as they were 
told, and others did not dare to con- 
tradict them. 
taking Advantage of this Credulity 
of the People, canoniz'd Becket by 
the Name of St. Thomas of Canter- 
bury, and he was honour'd by Kings 
and Princes and all Ranks of People 
from all Parts of Chriſtendom, in 
numberleſs Pilgrimages to has Tomb. 
Tho' Men difter'd in their Opinions 
about this nw Saint, ſome eſteem- 
ing him an eminent Martyr, Whilſt 
others would ſcarce allow him the 
Character of an honeſt Man. And 
about 50 Years after his Death, it 
was the Subject of a publick Diſ- 
pute at the Univerſity of Paris, 
Whether Becet was in Heaven or 
Hell. However, it is certain he 
was a mighty Champion for the 
Pope and Clergy; and that was Me- 
rit enough to make him a Saint. 


The Trouble which Becket gave 


King Henry did not end with his 
Death. For now the King of France 
and his other Enemies charg'd him 
with having a Hand in the Murder, 
and did all they could to ſtir up the 


Pope to revenge it, who being wil- 


ling to lay hold on this Opportunity 


to humble Henry, threatned to ex- 
communicate him, and put the 
Kingdom under an Interdict, if he 
did not give ſufficient Marks of his 
Repentance. Henry by his Reſolu- 
tion, Policy and Preſents to the Pope 
and Cardinals, averted this terrible 
Stroke. And whilſt the Matter was 
in Suſpence at Rome, he reſum'd a 
Project he had form'd ſome Years 
before, which was the Conqueſt of 
ſreland. He had obtain d a Bull 
from Pope Adrian IV. Alexander's 
Predeceſſor, for this Purpoſe, where- 


in the Pope encourages him in the 
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Deſign, provided he would pay him 
and his Succeſſors one Penny a Year 
for every Houſe in Hreland, and in- 
violably maintain the Rights of the 
Church: Which ſhews upon what 
Motives ſuch Expeditions were en- 
courag'd by the Court of Name. 
However, Henry, whoſe Ambition 
feem'd to be the chief Motive to 
this Undertaking, had now a fair 
Opportunity to put it in Execution. 
For Dermoth King of Leinſter, being 
at Vanance with the other petty 
Kings of ureland, and in Danger of 
being overpower'd by them, apply'd 
himſelf to King Henry for his Aſ- 
fiſtance, who, glad of this Oppor- 
tunity of interpoſing in the Affairs 
of Ireland, readily comply'd with 
this Requeſt; but as the War he 
had then with France would not ſuf- 
fer him to lend. Dermoth immediate 
Succours, he advis'd him to apply 
to ſome Engliſb Barons for what Aid 
they could afford him. He there- 
upon got Robert Fitz-Stephen, and 
Richard Strong-bow Earl of Pem- 
broke to enter into an Alliance with 
Kim upon certain Conditions. Fitz- 
Stephen firſt accompany'd Dermoth 
into rc/and with 400 Men, and the 
Earl of Pembroke follow'd with 12003 
and with this Handful of Men at 
firſt had ſuch Succeſs, that many of 
the Country coming in to them, they 
extended their Conqueſts with great 
Rapidity, and ſpread the Terror of 
their Arms all over Veland. So that 
Henry growing jealous of them, and 
ring they would make themſelves 
Maſters of the whole Country, which 
he deſign'd for himſelf, forbad any 
more Proviſions or Ammunition to 
be ſent them, and even xzecall'd all 
the Engliſb who were already there. 
But the two Captains ſending Depu- 
ties to aſſure him that all their Con- 
queſts ſhould be at his Command, 
he was ſatisfy d. Soon after which, 
iz. in 1172, he went over himſelf 


with-a formidable Army, and landed 
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at Waterford. Upon which the I 
voluntarily fubmitted, and H. 
became Maſter of Jre/and without 
ſtriking a Blow ; all the petty Kings 
coming to Waterford, and ſtriving 
which ſhould firſt ſwear Fealty to 
him. Then going to Dublin, and 
leaving Hugh Lacy there to govern 
the Ifland in his Name, with the 
Title of Grand Juſticiary of Ireland, 
he ſet out for England. 

From England he ſoon went over 
to Normandy to meet the Pope's Le 

tes who were there to examine into 
Becket's Murder; where after having 
clear'd himſelf by Oath, and de- 
clar'd his Sorrow for the imprudent 
Words he had dropp'd, which occa- 
fion'd that Prelate's Aſſaſſination, he 
was abſolv'd upon promiſing to per- 
form all that was requir'd of him 
in favour of the Pope and Church, 
and to do Penance at Becket*'s Tomb; 
which he did upon his Return into 
England the next Year. For land- 
ing at Southampton, he proceeded di- 
rectly to Canterbury, and as ſoon as 
he came in Sight of the Town, he 
alighted, pull'd off his Boots, and 
walk'd bare-footed three Miles till 
he came to the 'Tomb, where he 
ſubmitted himſelf to be ſhamefully 
ſcourg'd by the Prior and Monks of 


St. Auguſtine. Thus ended this trou- 


bleſome Affair, no leſs to the Pope's 
Advantage than to the Diſhonour of 
this great Prince, notwithſtanding his 
Reſolution at firſt ; which ſhews how 
formidable the Spiritual Power was 
in thoſe dark and ſuperſtitious Times. 
The King was ſcarce got rid of 
the Trouble on Becket's Account, 
but he fell into another. A Con- 
ſpiracy was form'd againſt him in 
his Abſence by his Queen Eleanor, 
and his Sons Henry, Richard and 
Geoffrey, into which were drawn ſe- 
veral of the Barons, and which was 
countenanc'd and encourag'd by the 
King of France and ſeveral other fo- 
reign Princes. Queen Eleanor was 
mov'd 
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mov'd to this 6 her extreme Jea- 
louſy, which had put her upon diſ- 
patching out of the Way Ro/amond 
CI ford, commonly call'd Fair Roſa- 
mond, Daughter to Lord CY Ford, the 
King's chief Miſtreſs, whom he in 
vain thought he had ſecur'd from all 
Attempts, by keeping her in a La- 
byrinth he had built for that Pur- 
poſe at Woodſtock. Young Henry was 
grown weary of the Title of King 
without the Authority. Richard and 
Geoffrey were diſſatisſied with their 
Father's retaining the Sovereignty of 
the Countries aſſign'd for their Por- 
tions. Henry privately withdrew from 
Court, and went over to the King 
of Fance; which when the Queen 
was advertis'd of, ſhe ſent thither alſo 
Richard and Geoffrey : For which the 


old King order d her to be cloſely 


confin'd. Soon after he was attack'd 
almoſt in all Places at once. Ni- 
chard caus'd the greateſt Part of 
Guienne to revolt. Geoffrey rais'd 
an Inſurrection in Bretaign. The 
King of France, aſſiſted by the Earls 
of Flanders, Bulloign and Blois, at- 
tack d Normandy. William King of 
Scotland invaded the Northern Parts 
of England. The Earl of Leiceſter 
having -levy'd an Army in France, 
lis at Southampton, hoping to ſtir 
up all the Exgliſb againſt the King. 
And in the mean Lime the young 
* Henry, who continu'd at Paris, 
acted as if he had been ſole King of 
England, receiving the Homage of 
the Ya//als, making Grants and Do- 
nations of the Crown Lands, and 
exerciſing other Acts of Sovereignty. 

Never did Prince ſtand more in 
need of Courage and Reſolution, 
and never was it better exerted than 
by Henry on this Occaſion. Tho? 
the Contpiracy was deeply laid, and 
tho“ it broke out all on a ſudden, 
almoſt before he knew any Thing 
of the Matter; yet he manag'd his 
Affairs with ſuch Vigour, Prudence 
and Magnanimity, that he got the 
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better of all his Enemies, and pro- 
cur'd to himſelf once more the 
peaceable Poſſeſſion of all his Do- 
minions. In a few Months, either 
by himſelf or others, he became 
Maſter of the principal Places in 
Guienne, Saintonge, Anjou, Poiftou 
and Bretaign. The King of France, 
ſurpriz'd by Henry, was forc'd to 
raiſe the Siege of Roan, and retreat 
in the utmoſt Confuſion. In Eng- 
land, Humphrey Bohun defeated the 
Earl of Leicefter, and took him Pri- 
ſoner. The King of Scotland had 


the ſame Fate, and was not ſet at 


Liberty, upon the Concluſion of the 
Peace between all Parties, but on 
Condition of doing Homage to both 
the Heuries for his Kingdom of Scof- 
land in general, and the County of 
Gall>way in particular. Theſe great 
Succeſſes made the King of France 
defire Peace, and a Treaty was ſoon 
concluded, wherein he promis'd to 
ſurrender to Henry all the Caſtles he 
had taken in the Beginning of the 
War, and Henry granted a general 
Pardon to all that had revolted a- 
gainſt him, without Exception; and 
his Sons promis'd to be obedient for 
the future, 

Peace being thus reltor'd in 1174. 
Henry apply*d himſelf to the Affairs 
of Government, enacted new Laws, 
and reviv'd others that had been 
neglected; and ſoon after, about the 
Year 1176, he divided England into 
ſix Parts, call'd Circuits, appointing 
Itinerant Judges to go at certain 
Times of the Year, and hold the 
Aſ/lizes, or adminiſter Juſtice to the 
People; which is practis'd at this 
Day. He alſo demoliſh'd ſuch for- 
tify'd Caſtles as fill remain'd in pri- 
vate Hands; ð 

About the fame Time London- 
Bridge began to be built of Stone, 
by Peter Coleman, a Prieſt. The 
King, the Pope's Legate, and the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, contribu- 
ted towards the Work. It was fi- 
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niſn'd in about 33 Years, during 
which Time the Courſe of the 
Thames was turn'd another Way, by 
a Trench cut for that Purpoſe from 
Batterſea to Rotherhithe. 

The late Peace was rather con- 
ftrain'd than ſincere on the Part of 
Henry's Sons. They were ſtill diſ- 
ſatisfied, and their Ambition and 
Luft of Power diſpos'd them to take 
the firſt Opportunity of giving new 
Diſturbance to the King their Fa- 
ther, who, as he had been all his 
Life a Slave to his Luſt, was now 
fallen in Love with Alice, Daughter 
of Leavis of France, who at the 


© Concluſion of the late Peace was 


put into Henry's Hands to be edu- 
cated in England, as being deſign'd 
in Marriage for his Son Richard: 
But he betray'd his Truft, and de- 
tain'd the young Princeſs from his 
Son, whic ve Richard a new 
Handle againft his Father, tho? as 
to his Marriage with her, he was 
yery indifferent about it. The young 
King Henry and Prince Geoffrey were 
alſo diſcontented upon the ſame 
Score as before. Their Deſigns, 
which had been ſuppreſs'd for ſome 
ears, began to break out into Ac- 
tion in 1182, when young Henry. re- 
pair'd to Guenne to ſtir up the Go/- 
coigns ta a Revolt. But he was 
ſeiz'd with a flow Fever, which put 
an End-to his Life in 1183, and 
» Hiſtorians tell us he ſhew*d; great 
Signs of Grief for what he had 
one and projected againſt the King 
his Father. His Brother Geoffrey 
did not long ſurvive him. He died 
at Paris, whither' he went to aflift 
at a Tournament," in 1186, leavin 
Conſtance of Bretaign Hi Wife big 
with Child, who was ſoon after de- 
Hiver'd of a Son, Il ur. 
The Death of e eng Kin 
t a Stop for A. Ne the 
Troubles that were beginning to diſ- 
tract the Royal Family. But Prince 
Richard, who was now Heir Appa- 


rent to the Crown, being naturally 
of a violent and reflleſs Temper, 
began about two Years after to raiſe 
new Diſturbances in the King's fo- 
reign Dominions. He got the Pro- 
vinces to revolt, and acknowledge 
him for their Sovereign, and did 
Homage for them to Philip King of 
France, who had ſucceeded his Fa- 
ther Leawis. Theſe and ſome other 
Proceedings occaſioned a War be- 
tween the two Monarchs, in which 
ny Henry, who was now deſerted 
y 
ſucceſsful, that he was conſtrain'd 
at laſt in 1189, to make Peace 
with Philip upon very diſhonourable 
Terms, To this Mortification was 
added another : He diſcover'd, that 
his beloved Son John, had, during 
the War, held Intelligence with PY. 
lip, and was concern'd in his Bro- 
ther's Conſpiracies to dethrone him. 
This made him curſe the Day of 
his Birth, and to utter Imprecations 
againſt his Sons, Which he would 


never revoke. 4 £ 
l 


This famous Monarch, after : 
his Grandeur and Proſperity, being 
reduc'd to ſo low a State, did not 
long ſurvive this violent Shock in 
his Fortune. For ſoon after, he fell 
ſick at Chinon, and died on the 6th 
of July, 1189, in the 57th Year of 
his Age, and 35th of his Reign. 
He was interr'd in the Choir of the 
Nunnery at Fontewerard, which he 
had founded. A ſtately Tomb was 
afterwards erected for him and Eg. 
nor his Queen, and for King Ki- 
chard and his Queen, their Effigies 
in Braſs being plac'd together in one 
Monument. | 

He had five Sons by Eleanor of 
Cuienne his Queen, of whom only 
Richard and John ſurviv'd him, 
The Marriage of his eldeſt Daugh- 


ter Mud has been already men- 


tion'd. His Daughter Eleanor was 
married to Alphonſo King of Caſtile, 
and Joanna to William II. King 0% 
i: . ugg | 8 / | 


is French Subjects, was ſo un 


$:-ily, He had two natural Sons 
Fair Roſamond, and another by 
a Daughter of Sir Ralph Blewwit. 
There was a great Mixture of 
Vices and Virtues in King Henry. 
He was certainly a Prince of an ex- 
alted Genius, valiant, generous, po- 
litick and learned : But at the fame 
Time it muſt be own'd, that he was 
exceeding haughty, that his: Ambi- 
tion was inſatiable, and his Luſt 
boundleſs, and where Love or Em- 
pire were concem'd, he ſtuck at 
nothing to accompliſh his Deſires. 
But this great Prince, who us'd to 
ſay in his Whey, that the whole 
World was but ſufficient for one great 
Man, liv'd long enough to ſce him- 


HENRY IL 


103 


ſelf humbled. However, this muſt 


be ſaid in his Praiſe, that England 


had never been in ſo flouriſhing a 


Condition as 1n his Reign, and that 
the Misfortunes he met with fell ra- 
ther on himſelf than the Kingdom, 
which by his Acceſſion became one 
of the molt powerful States in Eu- 


e. 

265 the Engliſb Hiſtorians, Simeon 
of Durham, and Henry Archdeacon 
of Huntingdon, flouriſh'd about this 
Time. 

Saladin, Sultan of Babylon, took 
Jeruſalem from the Chriſtians to- 
wards the End of this King's Reign, 
after they had been in Poſſeſſion of 
it near an hundred Vears. 
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ICHARD ſtaid a- 
bove a Month in 
France after his Fa- 
WA ther's Death, ſo well 
us he aflur'd of the 
SSTEZ Diſpoſition of the 
People of England, and that no- 
thing would be attempted there to 
1 Prejudice; tho' in his Father's 
Life-time he had, or pretended to 
have ſome Fears and Jealouſies on 
Account of his Brother Prince John. 
The firſt Thing he did was to have 
an Interview with Philip, when he 
thanked him for his late Protection, 
and did Homage to him for his 
French Provinces. On the 2oth of 
de receiv'd the Ducal Crown 
of Nermandy at Roar, and was girt 
With the Ducal Sword according to 
the Cuſtom of Inveſtiture. The firſt 
Orders he ſent to England, where he 
was obey'd as if he had been alrea- 
Ady crown'd, was to ſet his Mother 
Queen Eleanor at Liberty, who had 
been ſixteen Years in Confinement. 
He alſo intruſted her with the Ad- 
muniſtration during his Ablence, and 
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impowered her to releaſe what Pri- 
ſoners ſhe pleas'd ; who was too ſen. 
ſibly affected with her long Confir..- 
ment, not to exerciſe with Pleaſure 
this Power given her by her Son ; 
who having ſettled his Affairs in 
France came to London, and was 
crown'd by Baldwin Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury on Sept. 3, 1189. The 
Ceremony was diſturb*d by the Maſ- 
{acre of ſome Jews, who preſſing to 
ſee the Solemnity, the People fell 
furiouſly upon them, and kill'd ſe- 
veral of them. But the King ha- 
ving caus'd a ſtrict Inquiry to be 
made, ſome of the Ring leaders in 
this barbarous Action were deſerved- 
ly put to Death. It muſt be ob- 
ſerv'd, that ever ſince the Taking 
of Teruſalcm by the Saracens, the 
People breath'd mothing but Re- 
venge againſt the Enemies of Chriſt ; 
and this made them take this Op- 
portunity of falling upon the poor 
Fews, tho' they had no Hand in 


that Revolution in Paliſtine. Their 


not being Chriſtians was 2 
And the cruel Example of the Len- 
donery 


ers was follow'd by ſeveral other 
great Towns, eſpecially at Fork, 
where zo Fut, beſides the Wo- 
men and Children, having fled into 
the Caſtle to avoid the Fury of the 
Rabble, the High- Sheriff requir'd 
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Marks, he deliver'd up Berwick and 
Roxberough to the King of Scotland, 
and diſcharg'd him and his Succeſ- 
ſors from the Homage his Father 


had impos d. When Complaints 


were made to him for theſe Mea- 


them to deliver it up; and upon ſures, he ſaid, be 4vou/d ſell London 


their Refuſal, the People drew up in 
a Body and attacked the Callle. 
The Jews offer'd a great Sum of 
Money to go off with their Lives, 
but the People would give them no 
Quarter. And ſo rather than fall 
into the Hands of the uncircumciſed 
Chriſtians, every Maſter of a Family 
cut his Wife's and Childrens Throats 
firſt, then diſpatch'd his Servants, 
and ended with the Slaughter of 
himſelf. 

A new Cruſade for the Recovery 
of Jeruſalem from the Infide/s had 
been reſolv'd on between Philip of 
France and King Henry, in which 
Richard was to bear a Part; but 
their private _— had put a Stop 
to the Undertaking. And now Phi- 
lip and Richard being in perfect A- 
mity, they reſum'd the Deſign ac- 
cording to both their Vows. 'The 
Chriſtians m general, eſpecially in 
France and England, were extremely 
zealous for this religious Expedition, 
and ſhewed their Ardour, either by 
inliſting themſelves or advancing Mo- 
ney. King Richard's Thoughts were 
wholly taken up with this Affair 
from his very Acceſſion, whether 
for the Sake of Glory or Religion, 
let the Reader judge. | 
As he deſign'det make as great a 
Figure as poſſible in this Expedition, 
it was neceſſary he ſhould carry with 
him a numerous Army; to main- 
tain which he ſtuck at no Methods 
to raiſe Money. Beſides the late 
King's Treaſure, amounting to a- 

ve.-100,000 Marks, which he 
wholly apply'd this Way, he fold 
almoſt all the Crown Lands, of 
which the Biſhops and Abbots were 
the chief Purchaſers. For 10, ooo 


itſelf, could he find a Chapman able 
to purchaſe it. He got a Power from 
the Pope to diſpenſe with thoſe who 
repented of their Vow, as having 
too haltily engag'd in the Cruſade 3 
and as there were many of this 
Sort, he rais'd great Sums by this 
Means. He moreover extorted Mo- 
ney from the richeſt. of his Subjects, 
by borrowing of thoſe againſt whom 
he could have no Handle, and lay- 
ing ſuch as had any Ways made 
themſelves obnoxious under a Ne- 
ceſſity of ſaving themſelves harmleſs 
by making him Preſents. Whilſt 
he was by theſe and other Methods 
heaping up Money, the Clergy did 
all they could to procure ham Sol- 
diers, and the Army ſoon became 
very numerous. 

Having made theſe extraordinary 
Preparations for his Voyage, he gave 
the Regency during his Abſence to 
Longchamp his High-Chancellor, Who 
was alſo Biſhop of Ely and the Pope's 
Legate, joining with him the Biſhop 
of Durham. As to his Brother Prince 
John, he would not let him have 
any Share in the Government, for 
fear of giving him an Opportunity 
to act againſt him: But then, | tor 
make him eaſy, he inveſted him 
with the Earldoms of Cornawall,- 
Dorſet, Sommerſet, Nottingham, Dams 


by, and Lancaſter, and gave him 


in Marriage Aviſa, Heireſs of the 
Houte of G/ouce/ter, his ſecond Cou- 
. . | | 
All Things. being ſettled, King 
Richard paſs'd over into France a- 
bout the Beginning of the Vea 
1190, and the two Armies of Fraud 
and England, making together above: 
100,000 Men, zoin'd at Fzzelai, to- 


wards Þ 
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wards the End of June, according 
to % 7 The two Monarchs 
marched together as far as Lyons, 


. - 
——— 


where parting, Philip po for 
| | Genoa, and Richard for Marſeilles 
© to meet his Fleet; both being to 
Join again at Mina in Sicily, the 
eneral Rendezvous of the Croifes. 
LPhilip ſoon arriv'd there, but Ri- 
chard, whoſe Fleet had been ſepa- 
rated by a Storm, and were ſome 
Time before they join'd again, not 
ell towards the End of September. 
Here a Quarrel ſoon aroſe be- 
een King Richard and Tancred 
Eing of Szci/y, who having detain'd 
= the Queen Dowager, Richard's Siſ- 
ter in Priſon, ſet her at Liberty upon 
ks Arrival, and ſent her to him. 
But Richard not ſatisfy'd with this, 
& demanded the Dower aſſign'd her 
= by illiam II. her Huſband. Tan- 
ered being very backward to comply 
With this Demand, Richard ſeiz'd 
& on a Caſtle and Monaſtery near M. 
, and Taxcred in Return order'd 
Matters ſo, that the Inhabitants of 
e, taking the Advantage of 
tome Diſorder there, expell'd the 
Dig out of their City. Richard 
end at this, attack'd the City 
with ſuch Fury, that he became 
Mafter of it in the firſt Aſſault. 
Upon this Tancred thought fit to 
fatisfy all Richard's Demands, and 
a "Treaty was concluded between 
them. But as nothing but Force 
had brought Tancred to comply, he 
now endeavour'd to ſow Diſſenſion 
between Richard and Philip. The 
& latter had already look'd with a jea- 
beau Eye on Richard's viſible Supe- 
E nority, and was of himſelf but too 
© much diſpos'd to fall out with him. 
And now both Sides being exaſpera- 
ted, Philip n demanded 
of Richard to conſummate his Mar- 
EF rage with the Princeſs Alice his Siſ- 
ter; and Richard as peremptorily re- 
ſus d it, ſaying, he could not marry 
a Princeſs, by whom the King his 
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Father had had a Son, offering to 
we it by Witneſſes : And tho” this 

oint, being of ſo tender a Nature, 
was dropt; yet this and ſome other 
Diſputes had ſo exaſperated their 
Minds, that they were never more 
Friends. However, this did not 
hinder them from purſuing their 
Voyage. 

Philip ſet fail firſt about the End 
of March, 1191, Richard ſtaying for 
the Arrival of Eleanor his Mother, 
who was bringing along with her 
Berenguella of Navarre, whom he 
had eſpous'd. They ſoon arriv'd, 
and Eleanor returning home, leaving 
Berenguella with the Queen Dowa- 

of Sicily, King Richard put to 
dea with a gallant Fleet, about a 
Fortnight after Philip's Departure, 
taking the two Princeſſes along with 
him. This Fleet met with a violent 
Storm between Cyprus and Rhodes, 
which drove Part of them on the 
Coaft of Cyprus ; where //aac, King 
of the Ifland, a Prince of a very 
bad Character, impriſon'd the Eng- 


Jiſb that had eſcap'd the Shipwreck,” 7 


and ſeiz'd their Effects. King Ri- 
chard provok'd at this Barbarity, 
as ſoon as the ſcatter'd Fleet was 
Join'd, landed his Men, and attack' d 
Haac fo furiouſly, that he was forc'd 
to abandon the Shore. The King 
of England purſuing this Advantage, 
with Eaſe made himſelf Maſter of 
the City of Limif/o ; and ſoon after 
H/aac and his only Daughter were 
made Priſoners. He entreated King 
Richard not to put him in Irons, 
who granted his 2 ſo far that 
inſtead of Iron, he order d him to 
be bound with Silver Fetters. The 
Conqueſt of the whole Iſland ſoon 
follow) d, which Richard gave ſome 
Time after to Guy of Laſignan, the 
laſt King of Feru/alem, whoſe Fa- 
mily enjoy'd it near 200 Years. Be- 
fore Richard left Cyprus, he con- 
ſummated his Mariage with the Prin- 
ceſs Berenguella, | 
e Whilg 
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nüt the King was making 
himſelf famous by theſe great Ac- 
tions abroad, Longchamp the Regent 
abus'd his Power at Oe 0 — 
a Degree, that his Collegue the Bi- 
ſhop of Durham, and the fix Coun- 
ſellors the King had appointed to aſ- 
fit them, complain'd to Prince '7ohn, 
and got him to join with them in 
order to depoſe him; which they 
effected, vs conferr'd the Regency 
on the Archbiſhop of Roan, till the 
King's Pleaſure ſhould be known, 
John was glad of this Opportunity 
of having a Hand in the Adminiſtra- 
tion, and improv'd it ſo as to make 
a ſtrong Party for the Crown, in 
caſe his Brother died during his Ex- 
pedition, in Prejudice of his Ne- 
phew Arthur, Duke of Bretaign, 
Son to his elder Brother Geoffrey. 
To return to the Affairs of Pale- 
int. Acon or Ptolemais had been 
beſreg'd by ſome Chriſtian Princes a 
whole Year. When Philip of France 
arrived, he continued the Siege, but 
with little Succeſs, Kin Ribard 
arriving afterwards, ne it on ſo 
' vigorouſly, that in Spite of all the 
Attempts of the Sultan Saladin to 
raiſe it, the City at length ſurren- 
der'd upon Articles, July 12, 1191. 
And now the Chriſtian Army ex- 
ed to march towards Feruſalem, 
ut the Diſſenſion between the two 
Kings, which broke out afreſh, oc- 
caſion'd chiefly by Philip's envying 
Richard's Glory, and the Superiori- 
ty he had obtain'd by the Number 
and good Condition of his Troops, 
and his perſonal Valour, prov'd an 
Obſtacle to the Deſign. And Philip 
finding himſelf very weak after a 
violent Fit of Sickneſs, and being 
impatient to go and take Poſſeſſion 
of Artois, which was fallen to him 
by the Death of the Earl of Flan- 
ders, quitted Paliſtine and return'd 
home, leaving 10,000 of his Men 
under the Command of the Duke of 
Burgundy, Soon after his Depar- 
fare, Richard and Saladin exhibited 
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a Spectacle of Horror, b i 
the — to Death, wk Fad in 
his Power, which were ſome Thou- 
ſands. This was occaſion'd by Sa- 
ladin's refuſing to perform the Ar- 
ticles of the Surrender of Acon, up- 
on which Richard is thought to have 
begun with beheading the Tarki/o 
Priſoners, and Saladin, by way of 
Repriſal, did the fame by his Chri- 
ſtian Captives. Such Inftances of 
Barbarity are rarely to be found in 
Hiſtory, and whether they can be 
juſtified by the Laws of War, or 
the Law of Retaliation, I ſhall not 
take upon me to determine. 

After this, Richard reſolv'd to 
beſiege A/calon, and as he was 
— +3 towards it with that De- 
ſign, Ga ah ſted himſelf advan- 
tageouſly in hs Way, with an Ar- 
my of 300,000 Men. Here a great 
Battle enſu'd, which was fought on 
Sept. 7, 1191. Richard attack'd the 
Saracens, ſo much ſuperior to him 
in Number, with ſuch undaunted 
Valour and Reſolution, that he in 
the End entirely defeated them, 
leaving 40,000 dead on the Field 
of Battle. After which he repair'd 
the maritime Cities of A/calon, Fo 
pa and Cæſarea, which Saladin had 
abandoned after having demoliſh'd 
their Walls. Then he march'd to- 
wards Teruſalem, and in his Way 
took the great Babylon Caravan, 
conſiſting of 3000 loaded Camels, 
and 4000 Horſes or Mules, and 
3 by 10,000 Horſe. By this 

eans he made himſelf Maſter of 
an ineſtimable Booty. After which 
he continued his March towards e- 
ruſalem, and from a Hill had a Proſ- 
pect of the City: But Want of Fo- 
rage oblig'd him to put off the 
Siege. In the mean Time, the 
Duke of Auſtria with the Germans, 
and the Duke of Burgundy with the 
French deſerted him, and the /taliarn 
Troops under the Marqueſs of Mont- 


Ferrat refus'd to ſerve any longer. 
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Theſe Things, together with the 
Diminiſhing of his own' Troops by 
Sickneſs and Battles, the Fear of 
Philip's attacking his Dominions in 


His Abſence, and the News of what 


his Brother John was doing in Eng- 
land, made Richard reſolve to re- 
turn home. But before his Depar- 
ture he caus'd Henry, Earl of Cham- 
gaign, to be elected General of the 
Forces that were to be left behind 
in Paleſtine, and concluded a Treaty 
with Saladin for three Years. Thus 
ended this famous Cru/ado, which 
drain'd England and France of Men 
and Money, and after all prov'd of 
but very little Advantage to the 
Eaftern Chriſtians. 

Richard embark'd for England to- 
wards the End of the Year 1192, 
and meeting with a Storm was forc'd 


on the Coaſt of ria, and from 
& thence between Aguilcia and Venice. 


hether by Miſtake, or otherwiſe, 
he enter'd the Territories of the 
Duke of Auſtria, whom he had af- 
fronted at the Siege of Acorn, and 
took the Road to Vienna. Tho? he 
travell'd in the Diſguiſe of a Pilgrim, 
as did alſo his Attendants, he was 
however at laſt accidentally diſcover'd 
to the Duke of Auſtria, and ſeiz'd 
at a Village near Vienna. The Em- 


peror Henry VI. demanded this Royal 


Priſoner of the Duke, who deliver'd 
him up, upon Aſſurance given him 
that he ſhould have a good Share in 
his Ranſom. The News of the 
King's Impriſonment quickly reach'd 
England, and caus'd the greateſt Con- 
Rernation among his Friends, whilſt 
Prince John took this Opportunity 
to endeavour to wreſt the Crown 
from his Brother, but was prevented 
by the Diligence of the Queen his 
Mother, and the Barons, who pre 
ſerv'd their Fidelity to their impri- 
ſon'd Sovereign. Finding he could 
not make a ficient Party in Eng- 
land, he went over to Normondy, 


and failing alio in his Attempts 


FCA 


duc'd the few Caftles that were ſtill 


4 


there, he apply'd t6 the King of 

rance, and made a Treaty with 
him. Philip glad of any Pretence 
to embroil Richards Affairs, reſolv'd 
to ſeize on the Provinces he held in 
France. He made himſelf Maſter 
of Gifors, Eureux, and the Country 
of the Vexin, and laid Siege to 
Roan ; but he faiPd in this laſt At- 
tempt, being repuls'd with great 
Loſs, and forc'd to abandon the 
Siege. 

In the mean Time Queen Eleanor 
left no Stone unturn'd to procure 
the Liberty of the King her Son, 
whilſt Philip and John did all they 
could to prevail with the Emperor 
to keep him ſtill a Priſoner. Elea- 
nor at laſt had her Deſire, chief 
ly by Means of the German Prin- 
ces, Who vigorouſly eſpous'd the 
Cauſe of the unfortunate King be- 
fore the Emperor; and ſo Richard 
was ſet at Liberty upon paying down 
100,000 Marks of pure Silver, which 
the Queen his Mother rais'd in Eng- 
land for that Purpoſe, and giving 
Hoſtages for the Payment of 50,000 
more. The King was no ſooner re- 
leas'd, but he ſet out with all Speed 
for the Low Countries, and embark- 
ing at Antwerp, arriv'd at Sandwich 
on. the zoth of March, 1194, after 
having been abſent from England 
four Years, of which he had been 
fifteen Months a Priſoner. 

Richard was receiv'd with great 
Demonſtrations of Joy by his Sub- 
jets, but he did not make any long 
Stay in England. For having re- 


in the Hands of John's Adherents, 
and caus'd himſelf to be crown'd a 
ſecond Time, he paſs'd over into 
France with a confiderable Army, 
to be reveng'd on Philip far his late 
Inſults, and for encouraging the Re- 
bellion of his Brother John. At the 
Inftances of his Mother, he was re- 
concil'd to Prince ohn at Roan, up- 
on his making his Submiſſion : But 

3 a 
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them 


Kings, 
but of 


inin 


err. 
a War commenc'd between the two 


the Particulars of which are 
ſmall Moment, neither of 


much Advantage over 


the other. It laſted five Years, be- 
ing often interrupted by Truces, 
which were as often broke on both 
Sides; but at laſt it ended in a Truce 
for five Years, wherein *twas agreed, 
that each Party ſhould remain in 
poſſeſſion of what he held at that 
Time. 


Whilſt Richard was in France, a 


t Sedition was rais'd in London, 
br William Fitz-oſborn, com- 
monly call'd Longbeard, on Account 
of a Tax, which he alledg*d would 
fall wholly on the Poor, with whom 
in'd great Credit by at- 
ways to appear an Advo- 


he had 


"_ 


cate for them. The Tumult could 


not be appeas'd without the chief 
Citizens taking to Arms. 


In the 


End Longbeard was taken and hang'd, 
with nine of his Accomplices. 

About this Time liv'd the famous 
Robin Hood, with his Aſſociate Little 
John, who with their Gang are ſaid 


to have infeſted 72r4/ire with their 


Robberies. 
ble Deſcent, and was reduc'd to 
theſe Courſes by his Riot and Ex- 


travagance. He never hurt any Per- 


ſon, robb'd only the Rich, and ſpar'd 


Some ſay he was of no- 


the Poor. A Proclamation being iſ- 
ſued againſt him, he fell ſick at the 
Nunnery of Berkely, and deſiring to 
be let Blood, was betray'd and bled 
to Death. 

Richard, after the 'Truce he had 
made with France, might have en- 
Jjoy'd ſome Repoſe after his many 
es, if his Avarice had not 
put him upon an Action, which oc- 


Fati 


caſion'd his Death. A Gentleman 


of Limoſin, which was held of the 
Duchy of Guienne, having found a 
Treaſure that had been hid for ſome 
Ages in his Grounds, Richard pre- 
tended it belong'd to him, as Sove- 


reign of the Country. The Gen- 


109 
tleman would have given him a Part, 
but finding the King was reſolv'd to 
have the Whole, he apply'd for Pro- 
tection to Vidomar, Viſcount of L 
moges, who ſhelter'd him in the Ca- 
Me of Chalux. Howeden ſays it was 
Vidomar himſelf, who found the 
Treaſure in his own Eſtate. Be that 
as it will, Richard march'd into the 
Limoſin, to lay Siege to the Caſtle. 
But as he was taking a Turn round 
it in order to view it, one Bertram 
an Archer let fly an Arrow at him 
from the Walls, which ſhot him in 
the Shoulder cloſe to his Neck. 
The Wound, under the Manage- 
ment of an unſkilful Surgeon, gan- 
green'd, ſo that he died of it eleven 
Days after he receiv'd it, wiz, on 
the 6th of April, 1199. The Caſtle 
being taken before he died, and the 
Perion who ſhot him brought before 
him, he aſk'd him why he did at. 
The Man boldly reply'd, it was to 
revenge the Death of his Father and 
Brother whom the King had flam, 
and that he was glad he had rid the 
World of one who had done ſo 
much Miſchief. The dying King 
forgave him, and order'd him his 
Liberty with a Preſent of 100 Shil- 
lings. But as ſoon as the King was 
dead, Marchad, General ot the 
Flemings, caus'd the miſerable Man 
to be flead alive. 

Thus fell King Richard, in the 
roth Year of his Reign, and forty 
third of his Age. Before he died 
he made his Will, leaving has King- 
dom and his other Dominions to his 
Brother John, and ordering his Bo- 
dy to be buried at Fontewerard, at 
the Feet of the King his Father, to 
teſtify his Grief for his undutiful 
Behaviour towards him. He left 
only a natural Son, whoſe Name 
was Philip, to whom he gave the 
Lordſhip of Cognac in the Duchy of 
Guienne. | 

He was certainly a Prince of an 
intrepid and dauntleſs Spirit, of un- 
queſtionable 
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| queſtionable Valour and Courage, doubtleſs was unhappy under his Go. 

| whence he was ſurnamed Coeur ds vernment. But the People thoughr 

Wi Zion, or Lion's Heart, It approach'd the Renown their Kin gain'd in his 

indeed too near to a certain brutiſh Wars redounded to Honour of 

[| Fierceneſs, and if he is to be m- the Nation, and ſo they were well 

i mended for this, we are at a Loſs enqugh pleas d. 

* for any other Topic of Praiſe. © I Richard was the firſt King of 
| thoſe who have writ his Life, have” England who bore ehre Lions pa/- 
not 9 him, Pride, a an in his Arms. He order'd that 

rice and La, were his reigning Vi- Weights and Meaſures ſhould be 
ces. *Tis ſaid that a certain Prieſt the jon alt over the Kingdom. In 
once took the Freedom to-admoniſhr his Reign the City of London began 

{ him to put off theſe ill ities, toaffumea new Form, with reſpect 

which were uſually call'd his ee, to its Government, to have a Mayor, 

Daughters. The King told him tie am to be divided into ſeveral Cor- 

had been thinking to do ſo, and” porations or Societies, now termed 

would give the firſt to the Templi, Companies. Henry Fitz- Alwin was 
the ſecond to the Montt, and the the firſt Mayor, who continued in 
third to the Bihops., He tmpos'd that Office four and twenty Years. 

exorbitant Taxes on his Subjects, William of Newbury, fo call'd from 85 

and extorted large Sums from them a. Monaſtery, in T7orif:re, of which 

by unjuſtifiable Methods. During he was a Member, wrote his Hiſtory 
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bis whole Reign, he never was a- of England about this Time. 
bove eight Months in Erg/and, which . \ 
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H' 8 Richard had 
dy his Will given all 
his Dominions to his 
Brother John, he did 
not ſucceed to them 
without ſome Trouble, 
deal of Art and Ma- 
nagement. Beſides that the laſt Will 
of a Prince is but of little Weight, 
if the Intereſt or Spirit of the Feo- 
ple runs againſt it, Prince John had 
a Nephew who was his Competitor, 
and had as good, if not a better Ti- 
tle than himſelf, namely Arthur, 
Duke of Bretaign, Son to his elder 
Brother Geoffrey. As to England in- 
deed, there appears to have been no 
Regulation with regard to the Suc- 
ceſſion to the Crown fince the Nor 
man Conqueſt, and ſo John's Title 
might be as good as Arthur's, be- 
hides his having his Brother's Will 
on his Side : But in the foreign Pro- 
vinces poſſeſs*'d by the Engiy4, the 
Right of Succeſlion in the direct 
Line was generally receiv'd. As 
here therefore the greateſt Difficulty 
lay, John ſtaid in 3 where he 
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was when his Brother died, to get 
himſelf eftabliſh'd in thoſe Provin- 
ces; Whilſt his Friends took Care of 
his Intereſt in EAMgland. Theſe were 
his Mother Queen Eleauor, (who ap 
prehended, it her Grandſon Arthur 
aſcended the Throne, his Mother 
Conflance would have the Admi- 
niſtration of Affairs during his Mi- 
nority, he being then but 13 Years 
old) Hubert Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, William Marſhal afterwards 
Earl of Pembroke, and the Chief 
Fuſticiary, who had great Power 
during the Interregnum; as Queen 
Eleanor was very much belov'd by 
the People, the Archbiſhop was at 
the Head of the Clergy Mar- A 
ſal was a Lord of difffiguiſhed | 
Worth. Theſe four Perſons ſerv'd | 
Prince John ſo effectually, that they 
firſt brought over the, Magiſtrates ß 
the Cities and Towns to their Side, 
and by their Means the People. Which | 
done, they ſummon'd the leſſer No- | 
bility to take the Oath of Allegiance 
to John, who generally comply'd, 
perceiving the Bent of the A 
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Then the Biſhops and Barons were 
fammoned- to take the fame Oath : 
But theſe were not ſo eaſily mana- 

ed. They did not think it expe- 
ent abſolutely to refuſe taking the 
Oath, but under Pretence of ex- 
amining into the Laws of the King- 
dom, they demanded further Time, 
and preſently began to fortify their 
Caſtles. This alarm'd 7%n's Friends, 
upon which they conven'd an A imbly 
General at Northampton, where they 
promis'd in that Prince's Name, 
that he would fully reſtore all the 
Rights and Privileges of the Nobles 
— People. By this, and other 
Promiſes of a more private Nature 


to thoſe who were moſt oppoſite, 
all the Lords were at laſt prevail'd 


upon to ſwear Allegiance to him ; 


and ſo John was ſecure of the Crown 
before he came over to England. 


in France Things did not go on 


quite ſo ſucceſsfully. The Pretcn- 
tons of young Arthur, the Appre- 
henſfjon of his being favour'd by the 
King of France, and the general 
good Diſpoſition of the People to- 
wards him, created John a great 
deat of Trouble, All the Lords of 
on, Tourdin, Main and Anjou 
had reſolv'd to acknowledge Arthur 
for their Sovereign; and the Go- 
vernor of Angers had already deli- 
ver'd up that Place to him. How- 
ever, John having prevail'd on the 


= Governor of Chinon to put into his 


Hands the Treaſure of the late 
King his Brother, which was depo- 
fited in the Caſtle there, he order'd 
Matters ſo as to ſecure the chief 
Lords of Normandy, and havin 

mie an Army, by the Help of the 
fame Money, he belicg'd and took 
Mans: And to ſtrike a Terror into 
the Normans, he order'd the Walls 
to be raz'd, and the Burghers to be 
impriſon'd. This had ſuch an Ef- 
fect, that the Normans, however 
they were inclin'd to Arthur, thought 


it the wiſeſt Way to ſubmit to his 


ab 


A 


JOHN. 


Uncle: Which as foon as they had 
reſolvd on, ohn came to Roan, 
and was crown'd Duke of Normandy. 
Fohn having thus ſecur'd Norma n- 
dy, thought it not adviſeable to defer 
his coming over to England till he 
ſhould have reduc'd the other Pro- 
vinces. Accordingly he landed at 
Shorcham on the 25th of May, came 
to London the next Day, and was 
crown'd on the 28th, being then 
32 Years of Age. As no Prince 
was ever more deſirous of a Crown, 
ſo none wore it with more Diſho- 
nour, or found it attended with 
greater Trouble and Vexation. His 
whole Reign was nothing but a Se- 
ries of Misfortunes : And Philip of 
France, Pope Innocent III. and his 
own Barons, in their Turns, cut out 
ſo much Work for him, as render'd 
him unhappy as long as he liv'd. 
Prince Arthur's Mother deſpairing 
of being able to withſtand John, 
who, ſhe plainly perceiv'd, deſign'd 
to ſeize upon all the Provinces, his 
Father and Brother had been poſ- 
ſeſs'd of, put herſelf and Son under 
the Protection of the King of France, 
and deliver'd to him the principal 
Places of Bretaign, Tourain, Poic- 
tou, Anjou and Main, to hold them 
in the Name of Arthur. Philip was 
well pleas'd with this Incident, as 
thinking he ſhould by this Means 
have an Opportunity. of eee 
the Provinces the Exgliſb were po!- 
ſeſs'd of in France. Under Pretence 
of acting for Arthur, he had already 
broke the five Years Truce he had 
concluded with Richard, and made 
himſelf Maſter of certain Places. 
Upon this King John haſten'd into 
Normandy, and drew together a nu- 
merous Army to oppoſe Philip; who 
being ſurpriz'd at this great Arma- 
ment, craftily drew John into a 
Truce of 50 Days, whereby he im 
prudently loſt the Advantage he 
might have taken, and Philip had 
Time to make further . 
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ſo when the two Monarchs had an 


Interview before the ary ng” of 
the Truce, in order to bring Mat- 
ters to an Accommodation, Philip 
talked ſo big, and made ſuch large 
Demands, that the Conference came 
to nothing, and Hoſtilities com- 
menc'd on both Sides. Philip ſoon 
made himſelf Maſter of ſeveral Pla- 
ces in Bretaign, which had fided 
with John, particularly of the Caſtle 
of Balun, which he order'd to be 
demoliſh'd as ſoon as taken. He 
then laid Siege to Lewardin; but 
upon John's 2 at the Head 
of his Army, he retir'd into Main, 
and ſoon after was forc'd to retreat 
into his own Dominions. 
illiam de la Roche, Governor of 
the young Duke of Bretaign, per- 
ceiving by Philip's Conduct, that he 
only made uſe of that Prince for a 
Pretence to carry on his own am- 
bitious Views, had removed him and 
his Mother from the French Court, 
and conducted them to King John, 
to whom he had reconciled them. 
But ſome Suſpicions being rais'd in 
their Minds, whether with or with- 
out Foundation, that the King had 
a Deſign againſt their Lives, they 
both withdrew privately from his 
Court, and put themſelves again un- 
der the Protection of the King of 
France; who by this Means had a 
plauſible Pretence to carry on the 
War: But John having ſtrenghtened 
himſelf by an Alliance with the Em- 
pee Otho his Nephew, whilſt the 
arl of Flanders likewiſe declared 
for him, and all Guienne came over 
to his Side, the French King think- 
15 he could get nothing by the 
ar, employed the Cardinalof Capua 
to offer John Propoſals of Peace; 
which he impolitickly liſtned to and 
accepted, tho' he had the higheſt 
Probability of gaining great Advan- 
tages by the War. Pulp, by this 
Treaty, oblig'd himſelf to give no 
Allitance to Duke Arthur, and to 
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reſtore to John, all he had taken 
from the Engliſh ſince Richard's 
Death; and Jen promis'd to pay 
0,000 Marks of Silver for the 

wry of Blanche of Caſtile his 
Niece, whom Lewis the Son of Phi- 
lip was to marry, and not to aſſiſt, 
directly or indirectly, the Emperor 
his Nephew, who was at War with 
France. 

Thus the Duke of Bretaign was 
deſerted by the King of France, tho 
he ſtill choſe to remain at the French 
Court; and King John taking this 
Advantage, diſpoſſeſs'd him of all 
the Provinces that had acknowledg- 
ed him for their Sovereign; except 
Bretaign, which was his own before 
King Richard's Death. 

This proſperous State of King 
John's Affairs was of but very ſhort . 
Duration. An imprudent Step of 
his own gave the King of France a 
freſh Opportunity of acting againſt 
him, which he was glad to lay hold 
of. This was his marrying 1/abella 
of Angouleſme, who had K be- 
troth'd to Hugh Earl of Marche. 
His Paſſion was fo great for her, 
that in order to make her his Wife, 
he divorc'd Avia of Glouceſter un- 
der Pretence of Conſanguinity, and 
made no ſcruple of breaking thro? 
the Engagement between Jabella and 
the Earl of Marche; which in the 
End occaſion'd the Ruin of his Af- 
fairs in France, as we ſhall ſoon ſee. 

In the mean Time, the Engl 
look'd upon the late Treaty with 
France as very diſhonourable. It 
44. them a mean Opinion of their 

ing, that he ſhould in ſo cowardly 
a Manner purchaſe a Peace, when 
he had ſo favourable an Opportuni- 
ty of carrying on the War with Ad- 
vantage; and upon his Return to 
England, when he demanded a Sub- 
ſidy of three Shillings upon every 
Hide of Land for the Payment of 
the Dowry of Blanche of Caſtile, it 


yas not ſubmitted to without much 
5k 


Diſcontent, 


— 
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Diſcontent, and great Murmuring a- 
monyg the People, who could not 
conceive what England had to do 
with the Dowry of a Spar Prin- 
ceſs, to be married to a Prince of 
France. Soon after the Levying of 
this Tax, the King was crown'd a 
ſecond Time, together with his new 


een. 
Wo: long after, King John had 
an Interview with the King of Scor- 
land at Lincoln, and received his 
Homage; but whether for the whole 
Kingdom of Scotland or not, is un- 
certain. Whilſt they were there, the 


Body of Hugh Biſhop of Lincoln, re- 


puted a Saint, being brought from 
Londen to be interr'd, they both 
went out to meet it, and taking the 
Coffin on their Shoulders, bore it for 
fome Time. But notwithſtanding 
this and other Marks of Reſpect 
fhewn to the Clergy, King John's 
Nomination of a Perſon to the va- 
cant See of Lincoln was rejected with 
the utmoſt Contempt by the Canons 
of that Church; which was owmg 
to Innocent III. the then Pope's re- 
ſolving by all Methods to —— 
Princes having any Thing to do with 
the Election of Biſhops and Abbots. 
"Twas owing to the ſame Pope's 
Schemes for wreſting out of the 
Hands of Princes all Manner of Ju- 
riſdiction over the Church, that {u- 
bert Archbiſhop of Canterbury, tho' 
before a great Stickler far 7%n, con- 
ven'd a Synod without the King's 
Leave, and continued it fitting not- 
withſtanding his expreſs Prohibition, 
This, and the Archbiſhop's endea- 
vouring to vie with the King in 
Maonfcence, was a great Mortifi- 


- cation to him; but his Dread of the 
Clergy made him ſhew his Reſent- 


ment no farther than by cauſing him- 
felf to be crowned a third Time at 
Canterbury, purely to put the Arch- 


- binop to an extraordinary Expence. 


The King's ill Government at 
dome, as well as the bad Manage 


för | 


ment of his Affairs abroad, caus' 

eat Diſcontents among his Sub- 
jects. He uſurp'd ſuch an abſolute 
Power, as made them apprehenſive 
that their Liberties were in Danger. 
This alarm'd the Nobility, and put 
them upon forming Schemes to op- 

ſe his arbitrary Proceedings. Their 

iſguſt firſt new ' d it ſelf on the fol- 
lowing Occaſion. The Poictevin. 
having revolted, the King ſummon'd 
the Barons to attend him at Porr, 
mouth, in order to paſs over with him 
into France. But the. Barons, who 
aſſembled. at Leiceſter, refus'd to go 
over with him, unleſs he would firſt 
reſtore them to their Privileges, as 
he had promis'd before his Corona- 
tion. The King, inſtead of giving 
them any Satisfaction, began to take 
violent Meaſures againſt them, and 
they not being ſufficiently prepar'd 
for their Defence, at laſt ſubmitted, 
and came to the King at Port/mouth ; 
but when they were come, he dil- 
pens'd with their Attendance upon 
their paying him two. Marks of Sil- 
ver for every Knight's Fee. How- 
ever, this Diſcontent of the Barons, 
Which was every Day increas'd by 
the King's ill Conduct, broke out at 
laſt into a furious and bloody civil 
War. 

John having ſent the Earl of Pen- 
broke with ſome Troops into Nor- 
mandy, in a little Time went thither 
himſelf, and ſhortly after had an 
Interview with the King of France, 
who treated him with all the Marks 
of Reſpect and Friendſhip, And at 
the ſame Time the late Treaty be- 
tween them was renew'd and con 
firm'd. But all this was defign'd to 
draw Jahn into a Snare, for Philip 
was all this while contriving how to 
{trip him of his Dominions in France, 
and made uſe of the Earl of Marche. 
whom John had injur'd by his late 
Marriage, as an Inſtrument to pave 
the Way to what he intended. Thie 
Earl was calily ftirr'd up to Revenge 


to 
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made a right 


for the Aﬀront that had been put 
upon him, and having the Promiſe of a 

werful Aſſiſtance from Philip, his 

eſentment ſoon broke out into Ac- 
tion; in which he was join'd by 
Arthur, who was now made to hope, 
that he ſhould ſoon recover the Ter- 


ritories his Uncle had depriv'd him 


of. And now every Thing being 
ripe for Philip to put his Deſigns in 
Execution, he required John to de- 
liver up to Arthur all the Provinces 
he held in France, and demanded 
Satisfaction for the Earl of Marche; 
and upon his Refuſal, ſummoned him 
to appear before his Court of Peers; 
which John alſo refuſing to do, Phi- 
tp hereupon invaded Normady, and 
made himſelf Maſter of ſeveral Pla- 


ces. And having given his eldeſt 


Daughter Mary in Marriage to Ar- 
thur, he ſent him with ſome Troops 
to head the revolted Poi&#ewins; who 


4 being inform'd that his Grandmother 


ueen Eleanor was at Mirabel with 
a {mall Gariſon, march'd directly thi- 
ther, and ſoon became Maſter of the 
Town. But finding it difficult to 
take the Caſtle, whither Elan had 
retir d, with his ſmall Number of 
Forces, he call'd in the Earl of 
Marche to his Aſſiſtance. King John 
having Intelligence of this, march'd 
with all Expedition to the Relief of 
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endeavor'd to perſuade him to relin- 
quiſh the King df France, and to 
pu himſelf under his Protection: 

ut Arthur, unpractis'd in Diſſimu- 
lation, not conſidering that he was 
at his Mercy, was ſo far from ſeem- 
ing to be prevailed upon, that he 
even upbraided his Uncle with uſurp- 
ing the Crown of England, as well 
as the French Provinces, and threat- 
ened that to the laſt Moment of his 
Life, he would ſeek all Occaſions 
to be reveng'd. Upon this, John 
order'd him to be carried to Roan 
and confin'd in the New Tower 3 
where ſome ſay the King order'd 
his Eyes to be put out, but was diſ- 
appointed by thoſe whe were to 
execute this cruel Deſign. However 
that be, he had not been long at 
Roan but he diſappear'd on a ſud- 
den, and 'twas never certainly known 
what became of him; but the gene- 
ral Opinion was, that he was mur- 
der'd by the Orders of the King his 
Uncle ; which Opinion ſeems to be 
but too well founded. 

Preſently after the Death of A.- 
thur, King John returned into Exg- 
land, 1 was crown'd a fourth 
Time: And then returning to Nor- 
mandy, he found the Report of A- 
thur's Murder was every where ſpread 


to his great Infamy and Diſadvan- 


the Caſtle; and coming near them tage. Nothing could give the King 


before they had made much Progreſs 
in the Siege, they reſolved to go 
and give him Battle, which proved 
fatal to them. The Poickewin Troops 
were routed at the firſt Onſet, with 
a terrible Slaughter; and Prince A.- 
thur, the Karl of Marche, and 200 
Knights were taken Priſoners. 


of France a better Pretence for ac- 


compliſhing all his Deſigns againſt 
him. The Bretaigns complain d of 


the barbarous Murder of their Duke, 


alledg'd it muſt be perpetrated by 

John's own Hands, or at leaſt by - 
his Order, and apply'd to the King 
of France for Jultice. 


Philip repre- 


This Victory might have been of ſented this Affair in the blackeſt Co- 


great Advantage to John, if he had 
ſe of it; but his Ma- 
nagement after it, did him ſo much 
Harm, and brought ſuch an Odium 


| upon him, that he had much better 


have been without it. He ſent his Ne- 


bew 41hur to Falaiſe, and there 


lours to his Court of Peers, and John, 
as a Vaſſal of France, was ſummon'd 
to appear before them and anſwer to 
the Charge: Which he not doing at 
the Day appointed, was adjudg'd a 
Traitor, and ſentenc'd to forteit all 
his Dominions in France, which were 
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He enter d 


Vears, during the Government of 
12 Dukes, of which King John was 
the laſt. Soon after, Anjou, Touraine, 
Main, and Poictou, ſubmitted to the 
conquering Arms of Philip, and no- 
thing was left to John but the Duchy 
of Guienne, which Philip had no 
Mind to attack. 

The ſame Year died Queen Elea- 
nor, Widow of Henry II. and Mo- 
ther of John, having lived to ſee the 
Decay of that Menarchy, to which 
ſhe had annexed ſo many Provinces. 

Before we leave the Affairs of 
France, we muſt take Notice, that 
in 1206, King John led a conſidera- 
ble Army into Poichou, and reduc'd 


the greateſt Part of that Province. , 


10 HN. 


to be re- united to that Monarchy. 
Philis ſoon took Methods to put this to them John de Gray Biſhop of Nor 
Sentence in Execution. 
Normandy with a powerful Army, 
and reduc'd the greateſt Part of it, 
whilſt John minded nothing but his 
Pleaſures, and was ſo indolent and 
flothful, as if he was wholly inſenſi- 
ble of his Danger. In fine, what by 
the Arms of Philip, what by his Poli- 
ey and Intrigues, and what by the 
unaccountable Negligence and In- 
activity of John, the whole Province puties of the Monks to chuſe for 
of Normandy was re-united to the their Archbiſhop, Cardinal Stephen 
Crown of France, in the Year 1204, 
after it had been ſevered from it 320 They would have refus'd, but the 


Submiſſion. He then recommended 


wich, who was choſen by the whole 
Fraternity. The Sub-Prior ſet out 
for Rome as ſoon as he was elected, 
to obtain the Pope's Confirmation ; 
and after the Biſhop of Noravich was 
choſe, the Monks ſent Deputies to 
Rome to get him confirm'd. When 
the Matter came to be heard, the 
Pope (Innocent III.) annull'd both 
the Elections, and order'd the De- 


Langton, an Engliſhman then at Rome. 


Pope threatning them with Excom- 
munication unleſs they comply'd, 
they at laſt did it with great Re- 
luctance; and the Pope immediately 
confirm d the Election, and conſe- 
crated Langton with his own Hands. 

Whilſt theſe Things were doing 
at Rome, John was making himſelf 
more and more unpopular and odious 
to his Subjects, by violently extorting 
from them the thirteenth Part of 
all their Moveables. And when he 
came to hear of what had been trani- 
acted in relation to the See of Can 
terbury, he tell into a moſt exceſſive 
Paſſion ;. and imagining it had been 
the Act of the whole Body, he ex- 
pell'd all the Monks of St. Auſlin 


But here again he was out-witted by from their Monaſtexy, and banith'd 


Philip, who finding himſelf not very 
well prepar'd, ſued for and. obtain'd 


- a Truce for two Years. 


King John's Misfortunes abroad, 
reat as they were, did not give him 
Ralf the Trouble and Vexation, that 
an Affair at home occaſion'd him, 
which I am now going to relate. 
Hubert Archbiſhop of Canterbury dy- 
ing in 1205, ſome of the Monks of 
St. Auſtin in Canterbury, at a private 
Meeting in the Cathedral, elected 
R-ginaid their Sub-Prior, Archbiſhop 
in his Room. -The King hearing of 
this was exceedingly onended, but 
the Monks pacify'd him by their 


* 


them out of the Kingdom. He wrote 
a ſnarp Letter to the Pope, upbraid- 
ing him with his unjuſt Proceedings, 
and threatning to break off all Inter- 
courſe with Rome, unleſs he revok'd 
what he had done. But Innocent bent 
upon carrying his Point, laid the 
whole Kingdom under an Interdict ; 
the Effect of which was, that Divine 
Service ceas'd in all the Churches, 
and the Sacraments ceas'd to be ad- 


min:ſter d, ęxcept to Infants and dy- 


ing Perſons; the Church-Yards Wert 

ſhut up, and the Dead buried With- 

out any Prieſt daring to aſſiſt at the 

Funerals. King John, ta be wy 
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with the Pope, confiſcated the E- 
ſtates of all the Eccleſiaſticks who 
obey d the Interdict; and as in thoſe 
Times, almoſt every Prieſt had his 
Concubine, the King order'd the 
Concubines to be ſhut up in Priſon, 
and would not let them out but 
upon their paying ay, Fines. And 
as there were ſome Prieſts, who in 
ſpite of the Interdict adminiſter'd 
the Sacraments, the King took them 
under his Protection, and order'd 
the Magiſtrates to hang on the Spot 
all that hould moleſt them: Which 
as ſoon as the Pope was informed 
of, he excommunicated all ſuch as 
diſobeyed the Interdict, or comply'd 
with the King's Orders. 

Tho' John remain'd ſtill inflexi- 
ble, yet he was not without his 
Fears, as the People generally took 
Part with the Pope; and therefore 
for his better Security he rais'd an 
Army, under Pretence of making 
War upon Scotland, and caus'd all 
his Vaſſals to. renew their Homage 
to him. The Pope finding that the 
Interdict, which had been in force 
above a Year, had not produc'd the 
Effect he deſign'd, proceeded to ex- 
communicate the King, tho' the 
Sentence was not publiſhed till ſome 
Time after. In the mean Time 7% 
led his Army into roland, againſt 
the King of Connaught, who had 
rats'd ſome Diſturbances there, At 
Dublin he receiv'd the Homage of 
thirty petty Princes; after which 
having taken the King of Connaught 
Priſoner, an End was put to this 
Commotion, and the whole Iſtand 
remain'd in Obedience to the King; 
who before his Departure caus'd tne 
Laws and Cuſtoms of. England to be 
eſtabliſhed in /relard. 

The Inflexibility Wat 7% had 
hitherto ſhewn, bega to make the 
Pope very uneaſy. He Knew it would 
be dangerous to the Hely See to drop 
the Conteſt, and that politbly it might 
be 2s dangerous to carry it any far- 
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ther, as he was doubtful of the Iſſue. 
He therefore ſent two Nuncio's into 
England, under the Pretence of mak- 
ing Peace between the King and the 
Clergy ; but his Defign was only to 
ſift John to know his Diſpoſition and 
Intentions. The Nuncio's manag'd 
the Matter ſo cunningly, that they 
eaſily ſaw how he was farther to be 
dealt with. He made large Advan- 
ces towards a Reconciliation, but it 
was their Buſineſs to put it off till 
the Pope had obtain'd the utmoſt he 
aim'd at, 'They therefore added a 
Condition which the King would 
not, nor indeed could, comply with; 
which was the Reſtitution of all that 
had been taken from the Clergy, 
and full Satisfaction for their Dama- 
ges by this Controverſy: Upon this 
the Negotiation broke off, and the 
Nuncio's departed, after having pub- 
liſh'd the Sentence of Excommuni- 
cation againſt the King. 

And now the Pope plainly per- 
ceiving that the King wanted to get 
rid of this Affair at any Rate, went 
on boldly to other Meaſures. He 
abſoly'd all John's Subjects from their 
Allegiance, folemnly depos'd him, 
and cmpower'd the King of France 
to put the Sentence in Execution, 
promiſing him the Remiftion ot all 
his Sins, together with the Crown of 
England, as ſoon as he ſhould have 
dethron'd the "Tyrant. Philip ac- 
cepted of the Pope's Commiſſion, 
and made great Preparations to in- 


'vade Erglaud. In this Criſis Pan- 


dulth, one of the two Nunci0's a- 
bovemention'd came over with the 
Character of Legate for England ; 
who ſo wrought upon the king s 
Fears, which he had already con- 
ceiv'd from Philip's formidable Pre- 
parations, and the Diſaffection of his 
own Subjects, that he was at laſt in- 
duc'd to purchaſe a Reconciliation 
with tlie Pope, even at the Price of 
his Crown, as nothing ſhort of this 
would ſatisfy the haughty and am- 
13 biciou 
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bitious Pontiff. Accordingly, before 
a numerous Aſſembly of his Officers 
nd great Men, in Dover Church, 
he took the Crown from his Head, 
and laid it, with the Scepter, at the 
Legate's Feet, and then ſign'd a 
Charter, wherein he reſign'd for 
himſelf and Succeſfors, the * 
of England, and Lordſhip of Jreland, 
to the Pope, and acknowledg'd him- 
ſelf a Vaſſal of the Holy Sce. Which 
done, he did Homage to the Pope 
in the Perſon of the Legate, who 
kept the Crown and Scepter five 
Days, and then return'd them to 
John, to hold them from thence- 
forward of the Pope; whilſt all Peo- 
ple were Mock at the ſhameful 
Condeſcenſion of the King, and the 
intolerable Pride of the Roman Pon- 
tiff. This was in the Year 1213. 
The Pope's Buſineſs in Exgland be- 
ing done, Pandulph in his Return 
through France, forbad Philip in the 
Pope's Name to proceed in his Ex- 
pedition; but he was ſo far from 
complying, that he endeavour'd to 
get is chief Lords and the Princes 
his Vaſſals to join with him in it. 
They all ſeem'd inclin'd to do ſo, 
except the Earl of Flanders, who 
boldly oppos'd his Deſign. Philip 
reſolving firſt to humble him, order'd 
his Fleet to the Coaſt of Flanders, 
and march'd with his Army to at- 
tack the Earl by Land ; who had in 
all likelihood been ſubdu'd, if 7obr 
had not ſent his Fleet to his Aid, 
under the Command of the Earl of 
Saliſtzry, who ſurpriz'd and totally 
deſtroy'd the French Fleet ; which 
_ Diſaſter put a Stop to Philip's De- 
ſigns againſt England. 
This great Succeſs rous'd the 


Courage of 7ohr, and made him re- 


ſolve to carry the War into Fraxce. 


In order to this he ſummon'd the 


Barons to attend him thither; but 
their Diſcontents being now grown 
to a great Height, and ready to 


break out into Action, they per- 
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refus'd to do it; and 
John, after having receiv'd Abſolu- 
tion from the Hands of Cardinal 
Langton, was making Preparation 
to chaſtiſe them for their Obſtinacy, 
But herein he was vigorouſly op- 


emptoril 


| 8g. by the Cardinal, who told him 
e 


would excommunicate all thoſe 
who ſhould take up Arms before the 
Interdi&t was remov'd: And fidin 
wholly with the Barons, he ſhew'd 
them the Charter of King Henry J. 
adviſing them to make it the Ground 
of their Demands. Hereupon they 
enter'd into a Confederacy to ſtand 
by one another, till their Grievances 
were redreſs'd, and their antient Pri. 
vileges reſtor d. John, in this dan- 
gerous State of his Affairs, thought 
the beſt Courſe he could take was to 
obtain the Protection of the Pope. 
In order to this, he made a ſecond 
ſolemn Reſignation of his Crown to 
his Holineſs, in the Perſon of Car- 
dinal Nicholas the Legate; upon 
which the Interdict was taken off. 
And now the King paſs'd over into 
France, reduc'd Poittou, and enter'd 
Anjou, whilſt the King of Frunce 
was engag'd in the Loww-Countries 
againſt the Emperor and the Earl 
of Flanders, But Lewis the French 
King's Son ſoon rais'd an Army to 
make Head againſt this Invaſion, 
and Jobn reſolv'd to march and give 
him Battle; but the Poiclewvins re- 
fuſing to follow him, and News be- 
ing brought, that Philip had ob- 
tain'd a great Victory in Flanders, 
he not only dropt his Deſign of at- 
tacking Prince Lewis, but abandon- 
ing the Siege of La Roche, retreated 
with ſome Precipitation; and ſoon 


after, by the Mediation of the Pope's 


Legate, he demanded and obtain'd 
a 1 ruce for five Years. 


The Barons, who ſtill had their 


main Point in View, reſolved, im- 
mediately upon the King's Return, 
to demand the Re-eſtabliſhment of 
their Liberties, The Normans, ors 

ef 


_ N 
1 
* * 


with 
Choſe 
givin 
the 4 
beſiec 

* 
and j; 


1 0 


2222 2 


r *% 
he. BY 88 


/Ce 


2 3s £2 * 
> = 
3 [4 


found themſelves thoroughly 
ſettled in the Kingdom, _ ap- 

henſive that the ſame Power 
which gave them their Poſſeſſions, 
might, whenever it pleas d, deprive 


them of them again, were become 


entirely Eugliſè, and had taken every 
favourable Opportunity that offer'd 
to get the Saxon Laws, commonly 
call'd the Laws of King Edward, 
reſtor'd. And they thought this the 
molt promiſing Juncture, when they 
had a King, whoſe Tyranny, Im- 
prudence and Cowardice, had quite 


alienated the Affections of the great- 


eſt Part of his Subjects. The Barons 
therefore having prepar'd themſelves 
for War, in cale the King ſhould 
refuſe to comply with their Demands 
in a peaceable Way, came in a Body 
to the King about Chri/tmas, and in- 
ſiſted on the Reſtitution of the Laws 
of St. Edward. The King knowing 
how well they were provided, was 
afraid to give them a flat Denial, 
but told them they ſhould have his 
Anſwer at Eafter. At which Time, 
in the Year 1215, the Great Men, 
with above 2000 Knights, well 
mounted and arm'd, behdes other 
Horſe and Foot, met at Stamford, 
and advanc'd to meet the King at 
Oxford; who being afraid to truſt 
himſelf with them in Conference, 
diſpatch'd the Earl of Pembroke to 
know their Demands. They im- 
mediately ſent back a long Writing, 
containing the Laws and Cuſtoms of 
the Kingdom in the 'I'1mes of the 
Saxons, and declar'd, if the King 
would not confirm them, they would 
compel him to it by ſeizing his 
Caſtles. John having read over the 
Articles, fell into a violent Paſſion, 
and ſwore he would never comply 
with them. Upon which the Barons 
Choſe a General, Robert Fitzavalter, 
giving him the Title of Mar/hal of 
the Army of God, and of Holy Church; 
beſieg'd the Caſtle of Northampton, 
and had that of Bedford deliver'd up 


T O H N. 


11H 
to them 3 and marching to London, 
were receiv'd by the Citizens, and 
beſieg'd the King in the Toner. 
They alſo ſent Letters to the neutral 
Barons, and thoſe of the King's 
Party, that if they would not join 
with them in the common Cauſe, 
their Eſtates ſhould be plunder'd and 
their Houſes demoliſh'd. Theſe vi- 
gorous Meaſures made the King more 
tractable, ſo that he ſent the Earl of 
Pembroke to let them know he would 
comply with their Demands, Ac- 
cordingly both Parties meeting on a 
Day appointed in a Meadow call'd 
Runnemede, between Staines and Wind- 
ſor, the King ſeemingly with a good 
Will, tho' 83 to it by Force, 
ſign'd two Charters, containing all 
that the Barons deſir'd, the one call- 
ed the Charter of Liberties, or the 
Great Charter, [ Magna Charta, ] and 
the other the Charter of Foreſts, 
which have ever ſince been look'd 
upon as the Baſis of the Engiiþ Li- 
berties. They were not only ſigned 
by the King, butby all the Lords Spi- 
ritual and 'I'emporal, ſeal'd with the 
Great Seal, and confirm'd by the 
Kang's ſolemn Oath. 

How firmly ſoever the King had 
bound himſelf to obſerve the Char- 
ters, he ſoon repented of havin 
ſign'd them, and under the woke, 
Vexation, ſtudied all Methods to free 
himſelf from this Reſtraint, and to 
be reveng'd on the Barons. His Rage 


and Reſentment at laſt put him upon 


railing an Army of Foreigners, and 
bringing them over to England. As 
he had no Money to pay them, he 
ſent over ſome of his Confidents into 
France, Germany and Flanders, to pro- 
miſe that whoever ſhould liſt in his 
Service, they 
fiſcated Eſtates of his rebellious Ba- 
rons, as he call'd them. Whilſt this 
Affair was tranſacting, he retir'd to 
the /e of Wight, and there kept 
himſelf conceal'd, till he ſhould 
know the Succeis of his Project. 

I 4 People 


ſhould have the con- 
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People jok'd at this Retirement, but 
none were able to penetrate into the 
King's Deſign. He alſo writ to the 
Pope, who zealouſly efpouſed his 
Cauſe, excommunicated the Barons, 
annull'd the Charters, and abſolv'd 
the King from the Oath he had taken 
to obſerve them. But the Barons 
made light of the Pope's Thun- 
drings, and — the King's ill 
Deſigns, ſeiz d upon Rocheſter, where 
was a vaſt tity of Proviſions 
which the King had laid up. But 
the foreign Army being arriv'd, who 
were very numerous, all Soldiers of 
Fortune, Jabn retook Rochefter ; and 
then dividing his Army into two Bo- 
dies, the Earl of Sa/iſeury with one 
ravag'd the Southern Counties, whilſt 
the King with the other did the 
ſame by the Northern; and number- 
leſs Outrages and Cruelties were com- 
mitted by theſe foreign Troops on 
this Occaſion. 

The Barons were exceedingly a- 
larmed at this ſudden Turn of Aft- 
fairs, and finding themſelves not 
ſtrong enough to take the Field, 
kept 5 ſhut up in London; 
whilſt John's Army of Foreigners 
plunder'd their Eſtates, and commit- 
ted all Manner of Devaſtations. In 
this Diſtreſs, they had Recourſe to a 
dangerous Expedient; which was to 
invite over Lewis, Son to the King 
of France, promiſing to place the 

Crown on his Heal if he would 
come with a Force ſufficient to reſcue 
them from the "Tyranny of King 
Fehr. Philip being pleas'd with this 
Invitation, ſent over his Son, with 
2 numerous Army, notwithſtanding 
the Pope's Prohibition, and his threat- 
ning Prince Lwis with Excommuni- 
cation the Moment he ſet Foot on 
Engliſb Ground. That Prince land- 
ed the 21ſt of May, 1216; and ſoon 
made himſelf Maſter of Rocheſter 
and the whole County of Kent, ex- 
eept Dewer-Caflle, which Hubert 
&e Burg valiantly defended for the 


King. From Rochefter, Lewis march- 
ed to London, where the Barons and 
Citizens took the Oath of Allegiance 
to him. From this Time he acted 
in every Thing as Sovereign, tho' 
it does not appear that he was ever 
crown'd. Soon after, he became 
Maſter of the Southern» Counties, and 
in ſhort, of the beſt Part of England, 
And Alexander I. King of Scotland, 
came, purſuant to Leauis's Summons, 
and did Homage to him in Perſon, 
for the Lands he held of the Crown 
of England. ; 
In the mean Time, John was in 
rpetual Motion, marching from 
lace to Place, and by all Means 
avoided coming to a Battle. He 
thought himſelf ſafeſt in Norfolk, and 
at firſt fix d upon Lynn as a Place of 
Security for his Crown, Scepter, and 
other Treaſures: But ſoon fearing 
they were not ſafe there, he refolv'd 
to remove them to ſome other Place; 


and in his Paſſage over the Waſhes 


between Noxfolk and Lincolnſhire, had 


like to have been drown'd with his 
whole Army; and actually loſt all 
his rich Baggage. His Grief for 
this, and his other Vexations threw 
him into a Fever, which was ſaid 
to be heighten'd by his eating of 
Peaches. 1 this be, the Diſ- 
temper increaſing carried him off at 
Newark, on the 18th of Ode, 
1216, in the giſt Year of his Age, 
and 18th of his Reign. He vas 
buried in the Cathedral of Horceſte/, 
where his Tomb is ſtill to be ſcen. 
In his Reign, in 1208, the Citizens 
of London ad Authority given them 
to elect themſelves a Mayor, annual- 
ly, and alſo to chuſe a Common 
Council. 

The Monks, in giving the Cha 
rater of this Prince have blacken' d 
him to a very high Degree, repre- 
ſenting him as having neither Faith, 
Religion, Conſcience or Honour; but 
theſe Writers muſt be read with Cau- 
tion, Waenever they give the Cha- 
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rafters of Princes who have had any 


Conteſt" with the Pope. However, 


if-we form a Judgment from his 
Actions, we muſt allow that he was 
upon the whole a bad King. He 
was raſh, furious, hot-headed, volup- 
tuous, cruel, arbitrary, and almoſt 
wholly governed by his Paſſions. He 
was generally hated by his Subjects, 
eſpecially in the latter Part of his 
Reign. His Fortune never ſuited 
with his Temper, which made him 
very unhappy : He loved Eaſe and 
Quiet, and yet was continually in 
Action. He was inſolent in Pro- 
ſperity, and dejected, and mean- 
pirited in Adverſity; and the Crown, 
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which he ſo ambitioufly ſought aſter, 
inſtead of making him happy, made 
him truly miſerable. He had two 
Sons and three Daughters, all by 
Jabella of Angouleſme ; and fix na- 
tural Children. 

In this Reign, Conſtantinople was 
taken by the French and Yenetians, 
and the Cru/ade againſt the Alli- 
genſes, was ſet on Foot, which gave 
Riſe to the horrid Court of Ingui- 


ſition, 


Gervaſe a Monk of Canterbury, 
Reger de Howeden, Ralph de Diceto 
Dean of Landon, and Walter a Monk 
of Coventry, Engliſh Hiſtorians, liv'd 
about this Time. 
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ENRY, the eldeſt Son 
of King John, call'd 

| HN Henn of Winch:fter, 
SY; N becauſe born there, 
2 woas but in the tenth 
2 2 Year of his Age when 
his Father died ; and 
conſidering the State of the King- 
dom at that Time, a foreign Prince 
with a powerful Army having made 
fuch a great Progreſs towards ſub- 
jecting the Nation to his Obedience, 


and almoſt all the Nobility being in 


League with him, and haviug own'd 
him for their Sovereign, it was a 
Wonder that the Crown ſhould be 
ſecur'd to ſo young a Prince as Henry. 
But this was principally owing to 
the Addreſs and Reſolution of the 
brave William Mar/bal Earl of Pem- 
broke, who, as he had been all along 
a faithful Servant to King 7ohr, 
prov'd himſelf to be no leſs fo to 
his Son. As difficult as the preſent 
Conjuncture was, there were ſome 
Things indeed, which encouraged 
Him to hope for Succeſs in his Pro- 


ject of placing the young Prince on 


the Throne. He knew, that the 
Barons, who had call d Prince Lea; 
to their Aid, muſt in Time be ſenſi- 
ble, that they had taken a deſperate 
Courſe, and that the Remedy they 
made uſe of was worſe than the Diſ- 
eaſe, ſince it would in the End re- 
duce the Nation to a ſnameful Servi- 
tude ; and that therefore it was pro- 
bable they would be willing to deſcrt 
the Prince of France, could they be 
ſure of a Pardon from Henry. He 
farther knew, that they were already 
diſguſted at Leawis*s beſtowing all 
his Favours upon Frenchmen, and 
that they were apprehenſive, that 
when he had carried his Point, he 
deſign'd to baniſh them and confiſ- 
cate their Eſtates, and place Foreign- 
ers in their Room; which had in- 
duc'd forty of them privately to 
make their Submiſſion to the old 
King. Under theſe Circumſtances, 
as ſoon as John was dead, the Earl 
of Pembroke conven'd the Lords wio 
had conſtantly adher'd to that Prince, 
and preſenting young Henry to them, 
ſaid, Behold your King; and then 
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ine 2a pathetic 8 to them, 
— . lauded by the whole 


he did Homage to the Holy See, in 
the Perſon of Gallo the Pope's Le- 
gate; which it was not expedient 
then to oppoſe, as the Legate moſt 
zealouſly eſpouſed Henry's Interelt, 
and as the Aſſiſtance of the Pope 
was of great Importance to him at 
that Time. 

After the Coronation, the Lords 
choſe the Earl of Pembroke Guardian 
to the young King, and Regent of 
the Kingdom; who forthwith ſent 
Letters to all the Barons and Corpo- 
rations, informing them of Henry's 
Acceſſion, and promiſing great Re- 
wards to all that would return to 
their Duty. This made many of the 
confederate Barons begin to think of 
making their Peace with the new 
King; towards which, the Excommu- 
nication of Prince Leatis, which was 
58 every Sunday, and renewed 

y the Legate, with all the ac- 
cuſtomed Formalities, in a Synod at 
Briſtol, contributed not a little; as 
alſo his being obliged to raiſe the 
Siege of Dover, which he could nei- 


ther take by Force, nor prevail on 


Hubert de Burg by Bribes, and threat- 
ning to put his Brother to Death, 
whom he had in his Hands, to deli- 
ver up. However, he took Hertford- 
Ca/ile, and ſeveral other Places, and 
then returned to London. 

Towards Chri/lmas, the two Par- 
ties agreed upon a Truce during the 
Holidays, which was afterwards pro- 
long*d till a Month after Ea/ter. In 
the mean Time Lewzs went over to 
France for freſh Forces; and in his 
Abſence many oi the Barons quitted 
his Party, and made their Peace with 


the King; among the reſt, William 
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Mar/hal, eldeſt Son to the Earl of 
Pembroke, one of the moſt zealous of 
Lewis's Partiſans. The Cinque-Ports 
alſo declar'd for Henry, and ſent out 
a Fleet to oppoſe Lewis's Return. It 
fought the French Fleet, but could 
not hinder his Landing at Sandwich, 
which he in Reſentment, as being 
one of the Cingue-Ports, immediately 
reduc'd to Aſhes. 

When the Truce was expir'd, the 
Regent ſent the Earl of Cheſter to 
beſiege Mount-Sorrel in Leiceſterſhire. 
But the Earl of Perche, being order'd 
by Lewis to march directly towards 
him with a much ſuperior Force, 
oblig'd him to raiſe the Siege; and 
fluſh'd with this Succeſs went to be- 
ſiege Linco/n-Caftle, which held out 
for the King, tho' the City had all 
along ſided with the confederate Ba- 
rons. This Caſtie being of great 
Importance, the Regent drew all his 
Forces together and march'd with 
ny Expedition to its Relief. And 

ere a great Battle enſu'd on the 
er of May, 1217, in which the 

rench Army was totally routed, 
and the Earl of Perche ſlain. The 
City of Lincoln was deliver'd up to 
be plunder'd by the Soldiers, who 
found fo vaſt and rich a Booty, that 
they call'd it Lincoln Fair. 

Leauis, who was again beſieging 
Dower-Caftle, but with no greater 
Succeſs than before, as ſoon as he 
heard of the Defeat at Lincoln, re- 
tir'd to London, and ſent to Philip 
his Father for ſpeedy Succours. Phi- 
lip, in order to keep fair with the 
Pope, would not concern himſelf 

ublickly in the Affair; but order'd 
it fo, that Blanche, Lewwis's Conſort, 
got ready a Body of Troops, with 
Ships to tranſport them to England. 
As they were coming over, they 
were met by the Fleet of the Cingue- 
Ports, towards the End of Auguſt, 
which took and deftroy'd the great- 
eſt Part of the French Fleet. hat 
contributed moſt to this Succeſs of 
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the Exgliſs, was their having great 
tities of Quick-Lime, which 
being thrown into the Air, was car- 
ried by the Wind directly into the 
Frenchmens Faces, and blinded them. 
The great Blow at Lincoln, and 
this of the Fleet, and his being now 
block'd up in London, made 2 
ſue for Peace. And ſo a Treaty was 
concluded on Sept. 11. Whereby it 
was agreed, that all who had ſided 
with him ſhould be reſtor'd to what- 
ever Rights and Privileges they en- 
joy d before the Troubles; and 
Zewys renounc'd all Manner of Pre- 
tenſions to England: Soon after 
which, he ſet ſail for France, leaving 
Henry in full Poſſeſſion of the King- 
dom. 

After Prince Lewis's Departure, 
the King made his ſolemn Entry in- 
to London, and was receiv'd with 
great Joy by the People, as he took 
an Oath to maintain the Nation in 
their Privileges. Soon after, the King 
of Scotland did Homage to him for 
the Fees he held in Eygland, and 
deliver'd up Carliſſie, which he had 
taken during the late Confuſions. 

Thus King Henry was firmly ſet- 
tled on the 'Throne by the prudent 
Managemet of the Regent. That 
wiſe Miniſter met indeed with ſome 
Trouble from ſome of thoſe Lords, 
to whom King John had given the 
Eſtates of the Confederate Barons, 
and who could not eaſily be brought 
to reſtore them to the old Proprie- 
tors, according to the late Treaty. 
But the Regent having by Force re- 
duc'd one of them to Reaſon, who 
held out a Siege of eight Days, the 
reſt ſoon ſubmitted. And it certainly 
ſhew'd great Wiſdom in the Regent, 
to ſee that the Treaty ſhould be fully 
executed, as it had ſo manifeſt a 
Tendency to the future Quiet of the 
Nation. 

Affairs being thus ha 


the Regent, to give a farther Satis- 
faftion to the Minds of t. e People, 
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pily ſettled, 


ſent poſitive Orders to all the She- 
riffs to ſee the two Charters of King 
Fehn punctually obſery'd ; which 
not having all the Effect he intended, 
he ſent icinerant Juſtices into all the 
Counties, to ſee to the ſtrict Obſer- 
vance of them. But whilſt this 
great Man was thus wiſely. purſuin 
the true Intereſt of his Sovereign * 
Good of the People, he was, to the 
great Grief of the Nation, taken off 

y Death, in the Year 1219. Happy 
had it been for the King and King- 
dom, if thoſe who ſücceeded him 
had follow'd his wiſe Meaſures of 
Government: But they took the 
quite contrary Courſe, which invol- 
ved both in the utmoſt Confuſion 
and Diſtraction. 

After the Death of the Earl of 
Pembroke, the Government, durin 
the King's Minority, was nitro 
to the Biſhop of Winchler, who 
was made Regent, and Hubert de 
Burg, who had defended Dower, 
and was made Chief Juſticiary. Soon 
after, the King was crown'd again, 
with more Pomp and Solemnity chan 
the Circumſtances of the Time would 
at firſt permit. In 1221, the new 
Building of Meſtninſter-Albe 'y Was 
begun, King Henry himſelf laying 
the firſt Stone. The ſame Year 
Joanna the King's Siſter was married 
to Alexander II. King of Scotland; 
and Hubert de Burg married Alex. 
auder's eldeſt Siſter. | 

The new Miniſters at firſt ſeem'd 
to have the Good of the Kingdom 
at heart, but they ſoon diſcover'd 
that they 'were for governing by 
other Maxims than thoſe of the late 
Regent. Hubert de Burg got the 
Aſcendency with his Maſter over the 
Biſhop of Winchifter, and ſo inſinua- 
ted himſelf into the Royal Favour, 


that he roſe to an exorbitant Degree 


of Power, which he exercis'd in a 
moſt illegal and arbitrary Manner. 
Tho' he was, in Effect, Prime- Mini- 
ſter, yet as the Biſhop of Z * 
WW 10 


90 


was appointed Regent by the 
1 by his Office ſu- 
rior to him, he contrived to get 
Fm remoy'd. In order to this, he 
obtain'd a Bull from the Pope, in 
1223, whereby the King was de- 
clar'd of full Age, and no longer 
oblig'd to make uſe of a * 
and all who had the Cuſtody of the 
King's Caſtles were enjoin'd to ſur- 
render them to the King. But this 
being contrary to the Laws of the 
Realm, whereby the King was not 
to be of Age till one and twenty, 
the Barons refus'd to comply with it. 
Upon which Hubert had recourſe to 
this Artifice: He got the Kin 


\ Song 
demand of him the Tower of Lon- 


don and Dower-Caftle, of which he 
bad the Cuſtody ; which he ſurren- 
der'd on Condition the other Ba- 
rons would do the ſame : Several of 
them, not perceiving the Trick, 
follow'd his Example ; and then the 
King reſtor'd to Hubert the Caſtles 
he had given up purely to draw the 
Barons, into the Snare; which gave 
them a mean Opinion of the King, 
and a very bad one of the Favourite. 
Thoſe who were not impos'd upon 
by this Artifice, he threatned with 
Excommunication, unleſs they com- 
ply'd; by which ſome were frightned 
into a Surrender of their Caſtles, but 
others were determin'd not to com- 
ply with theſe inſidious and arbitrary 
Meaſures of the Miniſter, who was 
now grown exceſſively proud and 


haughty. 


Lewis VIII. King of France, who 


' ſucceeded his Father Philip, broke 


the Peace with the Engliſb in 1224, 
confiſcated all the Territories they 
held in France, march'd into Sain- 
tonge, and took ſeveral Places, and 
afterwards befieg'd Rochelle, which 
in a few Days ſurrendered to him. 
His Pretence was, that Henry, as 
Duke of Guierne, had not been pre- 
ſent at his Coronat on; but in Reali- 
ty, it was becauſe he thought the 
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Minority of that Prince was a proper 
Opportunity for him to expel the 
Engliſh entirely out of France. Upon 
this a Parliament was call'd, and the 
King demanded of them a Fifteenth 
4 Moveables; which they grant- 

on Condition the Charters of King 
Jobn were ſtrictly obſerv'd for the 
future. 'The King's Circumſtances 
made him promiſe this ſhould be 
done, tho? afterwards he ſhew'd lit- 
tle Regard for his Word. With the 
Money thus. granted he rais'd an 
Army and ſent it into Guienne, under 


.the Command of his Brother, Prince 


Richard, whom he made Earl of 
Cornwall; but we don't find, that he 
made any great Progreſs there. 

In 1226, the Parliament declar'd 
the King of Age, tho' he was not 
yet ſo old as the Law requir'd. Afﬀ- 
ter which, the firſt Thing he did was 
a great Act of Injuſtice: For he o- 
bliged all thoſe who had Charters to 
renew them, in order to raiſe Money 
to fill his Coffers. In this, and every 
Thing elſe, he was wholly govern'd 
by Hubert de Burg, who repreſenting 
to him, that if he kept the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter near him, he would be 
ſtill look'd upon as under a Regent, 
that Prelate was hereupon diſmuſs'd 
and ſent to his Dioceſe. And now 
Hubert being without a Rival, and 
having a perfect ſway over his Maſter, 
began to ſet himſelt above the Laws, 


making the King believe that his 


only Deſign was to render him ab- 
ſolute ; which Henry, a weak and 
capricious Prince, was of himſelf but 
too- much inclined to. From this 


Diſpoſition of the King and the per- 


nicious Influence and Advice of ſuch 
a Miniſter, what could England ex- 
pect but numberleſs Exactions and 
Oppreſſions? Of which many Inſtan= 
ces ſoon appeared, which tended to 
alienate the People's Aﬀections from. 
their Sovereign, But what moſt of 
all contributed to this, was the King's 
annulling, all on a ſudden, the two- 
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Charters of the King his Father, 
which he had ſolemnly ſworn to 
obſerve, ding he was not bound 
by what he had promis'd in his Mi- 
nority. Hubert was ſo far from re 
garding the Murmurs of the People 
on this Occaſion, that he caus'd 
himſelf to be created Earl of Xx, 
as a Reward for the great Service 
he had done his Maſter. The Ba- 
rons were ſo diſgaſted at thefe Pro- 
ceedings, that ſoon after the Earl of 
Pembroke, with a great many other 
Earls and Barons, enter'd into a 


Confederacy with Prince Richard + 


(whom the King his Brother had 
offended) and took up Arms to com- 
I the King to reſtore the Charters. 
Pat Hubert having cunningly brought 
about a Reconciliation between the 
King and his Brother, the Confede- 
zacy was broke for the preſent. 
Henry, about this Time, neglected 
a very favourable Opportunity of re- 
tieving the Affairs of the Eng/i4 
in France. Lewis IX. ſucceeding his 
Father Lewis VIII. under the Re- 
ency of Blanche his Mother, the 
rench Barons being uneaſy under 
ker Government, enter'd into a 
League againſt her. The Normans 
ded with them, and ſent Henry 
Word, that if he would come over, 
my would unanimouſly receive him, 
and put him in Poſſeſſion of that 
Province. The Poi&ewins and Ga/- 
cons alſo preſs'd him to lay hold of 
fe preſent Juncture, to drive the 
French out of the Places they held 
mm thoſe Provinces. But twas all to 
no Purpoſe; He by the Advice of 
his Favourite ſent them an Anſwer, 
that he would wait for a more con- 
yenient Opportunity, whereas a bet- 
ter could never have offer d. When 
this Advantage was at an End, by 
Matters being accommodated be- 
tween the French Lords and the 
Queen Regent, then Henry all on a 
ſudden was very hot upon recover- 
mg by Arms the Provinces the £ng- 
1 
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lis had loft, He made great Pre. 
tions, and ſummon'd all his Vaſ- 

s to meet him at Portſnouth, and 
aſſembled a very gallant Army. But 
when they came to be embark'd, 
there were not Ships enough to tranſ- 
port them; and ſo the Deſign came 
to nothing. The King fell into ſuch 
a Paſſion at this Diſappointment, 
that he call'd Hubert de Burg, old 
Traytor, and would have killed him, 
if the Earl of Cheſter had not inter- 
2 05 charging him with ens 

rib'd by the French Court to fruſ- 
trate his Deſign. But the cunnin 
Miniſter, knowing the King's w 
Side, found the Means to get into 
Favour again. 

The King having ſpent the Win- 
ter in extorting great Sums of Money 
from his Subjects, the Spring fol- 
lowing, 1229, went over with his 
Army into France. And here, tho 
upon his landing at St. Maloes, Cir- 
cumſtances appear d again in his Fa- 
vour, the Duke of Bretaign putting 
into his Hands all his ſtrong Towns 
and Caſtles, the Difference between 
the Queen Regent and the Malecon- 
tents breaking out again, and the 
Normans preſſing him to march forth- 
with into their Country; yet Henry 
ſcandalouſly neglected all theſe Ad 
vantages, ſpent his Time in a trifling 
Manner, gave the Queen Regent 
Opportunity of making up Matters. 
with her Barons, and upon the Ap- 
proach of her Army, ſhamefully re- 
turn'd into England. Tis ſaid, he 
was inclin'd to march into Normanay, 
but was diſſuaded from it by Hubert 
de Burg. 

In 1232, the King demanded a 
Subſidy of the Parliament, for the 
Payment of his Debts contracted on 
Account of his Expedition agaialt 
France; but had the Mortification 
to be refuſed, as ſo ill a Uſe had 
been made of the Money that had 
been granted him. 


Thing: 


r WE 
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Things being ſo ill manag d both 
Abroad and at Home, by the per- 
nicious Counſels of Hubert de Burg, 
ever ſince it was * pb that the 
King was capable of entertaining 
Suſpicions againſt him, his Enemies 
did not ceaſe to meditate his Down- 
fal. In order to this, they prevail'd 
on the King to re · admit the Bilhop 
of Winchefter ( Hubert's mortal Ene- 
my) to his Preſence and Councils ; 
who no ſooner had the King's Ear, 
but he ſet himſelf with all his Might 
to pull down his Rival, and manag'd 
Matters ſo, that Hubert was turn'd 
out of his Office of Chief Juſticiary, 
and Segrave, a Confident of the Bi- 
ſhop's, put in his Room. Nor did 
it end here: 'The King commanded 
Hubert to give an Account of all the 
Money that had paſs'd thro' his 
Hands, and order'd him to be pro- 


ſecuted for ſeveral Crimes. Inſtead 


of. appearing and anſwering to his 
Summons, Hubert thought fit to take 
Sanctuary in the Priory of Merton. 
Upon which the King was ſo en- 
rag'd, that he order'd the Mayor 
of London to go and force him from 
it, and bring him dead or alive. 
The Citizens of London, who had a 
mortal Hatred againſt Hubert, for 
ſome ſevere Proceedings againſt them, 
were forward enough to execute 
this Order; but the ill Conſequen- 
ces that might attend ſuch a violent 
Meaſure, being repreſented to the 
King, he countermanded it. How- 
ever, Hubert coming out of his 
Sanctuary to viſit his Wife at St. 
Edmundibury, the King order'd him 
to be purſu'd by ſome Soldiers, who 
drags'd him from a Chapel at Brent- 


_ wood, Where he had taken Sanctua- 


ry, and brought him to the Tower 
of London, with his Feet chain'd 
under his Horſe's Belly. But the 
Clergy made ſuch a Clamour againit 
this Violation of the Church's Pri- 
vileges (as all Churches, and their 
Appendages, were Sanctuaries in 
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theſe Days) that the King was fain 
to ſend him back to Chapel 
again ; ordering however the Sheriff, 
on Pain of being hang' d, to 

it ſo ſtrictly, that he might neither 
eſcape, nor have any Suſtenance given 
him. Reduc'd to this Extremity, 
Hubert ſurrender'd himſelf to the 
Sheriff, who convey'd him in Irons 
to the Tower, amidſt the inſulting 
Shouts of the People. Matters be- 
ing carried thus far, the King, who 
was of a fickle 'Temper, and never 


continu'd long in the ſame Mind, 


relented all on a ſudden ; and fo the 
Aﬀair ended in ſending Hubert to 
the Ca/t/e of the Devizes, till the 
King ſhould otherwiſe diſpoſe of 
him: Which was a great Diſappoint- 
ment to the Biſhop of Wincheſler, 
who hop'd he would not come off 
with his Head. 

'The Biſhop, however, was now 
Prime Miniiter, and by humouring, 
the Paſſions and Inclinations of the 
King, acquir'd an exorbitant Power, 
which he made a worle Uſe of, than 


even Hubert de Burg himfelf. He 
did all he could to alienate the” 


King's Affections from his Subjects, 
repreſented the Barons as too power- 
ful, turbulent, and aſpiring, and that 
they wanted to make themſelves in- 
dependent; and therefore, that the 
only Way to repreſs their Inſolence, 


was to ſend for a Number of Fo- 


rezgners, and give them the Poſts 
and Places which the Barons held. 
This pernicious Advice being agree- 


able to the arbitrary Diſpoſition of 


the King, in a ſhort 'Time great 
Numbers of Gaſcons or Poict. wins 
arriv'd, which the Biſhop of Vin- 
cheſter, their Countryman, and Peter 
de Rivaulx his Son, Who paſs'd for 
his Nephew, invited over. Theſe 
were promoted to the chief Poſts in 
the Government, and had the Ward- 
ſhip of the young Nobility commit- 
ted to them. 1 he Barons were ex- 


aſperated at theſe Proceedings, and 


- 
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Richard Earl of Penbrole, Brother 
to the late Earl, took the Liberty 
to remonſtrate to the King, in ſtrong 
Terms, againſt them. But the Biſhop 
gave: him ſo haughty and inſolent 


+ an Anſwer, telling him, among other 


'Things, that if the Foreigners al- 
ready in the Kingdom were not e- 
nough to reduce the King's rebelli- 
ous Subjects to Obedience, more 
ſhould be ſent for over ; that the 
Barons from this Time to 
withdraw from Court, and to enter 
mto a League, in order to put a 


Stop to theſe arbitrary and deſpotick 


Meaſures. 

Not long after, the King having 
calPd a Parliament, the Barons, in- 
ſtead of meeting according to the 
Summons, ſent Deputies to him, to 
acquaint him, that if he did not re- 
move the Biſhop of Winchefter and 
the Poictewins, they were retoly'd to 
ſet another Prince on the Throne, 
who ſhould govern according to Law. 
This furniſh'd. that bold and deſpe- 
rate Miniſter with a Handle for put- 
ting the King upon violent Meaſures, 
even ſo far as to reduce thoſe, who 
refus'd to ſubmit, by Force of Arms. 
He ſummon'd all the Vaſſals of the 


> Crown to meet him with their 


Troops at Glouceſter. The Earl of 
> Fembroke and ſome others cy to 
- Upon which the King or- 
A their Eſtates to be plunder'd, 
and their Houſes to be pillag'd. If 
the Barons had held together, he 
would ſcarce have ventur'd to have 
taken ſuch a Step: But ſome of them 
having broken the Confederacy, left 
the reſt to his Reſentment. The 
Earl of. Pembroke retir'd into Wales, 
where Prince Leave/ly» granted him 
Protection and Aſſiſtance. The King 
march'd againſt him, but the Earl 
furpriz'd and routed the Royal Ar- 
my: Upon which Henry retir'd to 
Glhoucefler, and thinking himſelf not 
fafe there, went and ſhut himſelf up 
in Finche/ter ; the Earl ſtill making 
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conſiderable Progreſs, burning the 


Town of Shrewsbury, and ravaging 


the Lands of the Courtiers on the 
Borders of Wales. 

But the Miniſter accompliſh'd that 
by Treachery, which the King could 
not do by Force. As the Council 
conſiſted of none but his Creatures, 
he ſent an Order to the Governors 
in Leland, ſign'd twelve Privy 
Counſellors, to plunder the Eftates 
of the Earl Pembroke in that 
Country, on Purpoſe to draw him 
over thither, promiſing they ſhould 
have thoſe Eſtates for their Pains. 
He alſo ſent over a Charter for that 
Purpoſe, which he artfully got the 
King to ſign among other Papers of 
little Importance, and then had the 
Seal affix d to it, either by the Con- 
nivance of the Chancellor, or, as 
M. Paris ſays, they ſtole the Seal 
from him. Upon receiving this 
Charter, the Iri/h Governors ſet a- 
bout executing the Order ; they le 
vy'd an Army, and ravag'd the 
Earl's Lands, which drew him over 
to ſreland to revenge himſelf on 
theſe Aggreſſors, as the Biſhop of 
Wincheſter deſign'd it ſhould. And 
being there, he was baſely betray'd 
by ſome pretended Friends, who en- 
gag'd him in a Battle, in which he 
was kill'd by a Stab in his Back 
with a Dagger. 

The Biſhop's Power did not con- 
tinue long, after this vile Piece of 
Treachery, and Abuſe of his Maſter's 
Authority. The Archbiſhop of Cu- 
terbury made ſuch Repreſentations 
to the King, of the ill Conſequences, 
both to himſelf and the Nation, of 
his keeping ſo odious a Miniſter any 
longer near him, and how much 1t 
would be his Intereſt to remove him, 
that his Eyes being at laſt open'd, 
the Miniſter was Aeorac'd and ſent 
to his Dioceſe, and Rivaulx, Se- 
grave, and all the reſt of his Crea- 
tures turn'd out. They were allo 
order'd to give an Account of their 

Actions, 
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Actions, and of the Money that 
paſs'd thro* their Hands; but wh 


the Day came for them to give in 


their Anſwers, they, after the Ex- 
ample of Hubert de Burgh, took Sanc- 

in ſeveral Churches, and the 
Biſhop of Winch:fter ſhelter'd him- 
ſelf in his Cathedral. This was in 
the Year 1234. In 1236 he went 
to Rome, and died in the Year 1238, 


juſtly deem'd by all, one of the 


chief Authors of the Troubles in 
this Reign. Segrave and Pa//alew, 
two of the old Miniſters, ſome Time 
after their Diſgrace, made their 
Peace with the fickle and avaritious 
King, by a Preſent of a thouſand 
Mas each, and ſo were diſcharg- 
ed from all farther Proſecutions. 
Thus wicked Miniſters often pur- 
chaſe an Indemnity by the very Mo- 
ney of which they have cheated 
the Publick, and for which they 
ought to be ſeverely puniſh'd. 

n 1236, King Hey married 
Eleanor, {ſecond Daughter to Ray- 
mond, Earl of Provence. The Marri- 
age was celebrated with great Pomp 
and Magnificence, but thro' the 


Weakneſs and Imprudence of the 


King proved unhappy to the Na- 
tion. For tho' he had fo lately ex- 


| {rence the ill Effects of his un- 


unded Favours to Foreigners, yet 
now he became more impolitick 
than ever in this Reſpect, giving 
himſelf Wholly up to the Direction 
of the Queen's Relations and other 
Foreigners their Adherents, loading 
them with Gifts, Penſions, Places 
and Offices, to the great Prejudice 
and Oppreſſion of his Egli Sub- 
jects, and Impoveriſhment of the 
Realm; which, together with the 
Grievances occaſion'd by this Mea- 
ſure, was the Source of perpetual 
Diſputes and Miſunderſtandings be- 
tween the King and his Parliaments 
for near thirty Years, and ended at 
laſt in a Civil War, call'd the Ba- 
rons War, We cannot enter into 
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the Aﬀettion: of the King, that\ e 


iniſter, 


in Effect becwxye ſole: 
manag d every Thing 4s þ 
at which the Engl Mons be 
exceedingly diſguſted, and rhe Par- 
liament made heavy Complaints. 
The King, to quiet them, made a 
Shew of redreſſing ſome Grievan- 
ces, but ſtill adher'd to his Favou- 
rite, He had now a Mind to re- 
move the Biſhop of Chicheſter from 
the Chancellorthip, in which he had 
behav'd well; but 'tis remarkable, 
that he refus'd to reſign it, alledg- 
ing, that the Parliament had intruit- 
ed him with that Office, and there- 
fore he could not lay it down, but 
by the ſame Authority. 

Whenever Henry promiſed to re- 


dreſs Grievances, it was all a Pre- 


tence, to bring about his own Ends, 
and obtain Money from the Parlia- 
ment; which when he had ſucceeded 
in, he always return'd to his old 
Courſes, and govern'd as bad or 
worle than ever. And now, as if he 
had a Mind to affront his Subjects 
in the higheſt Degree, he recall'd 
to Court the two hated Miniſters 
Segrave and Rivaulx, and apain made 
them his Favourites and Confidents. 
Soon after which, by Virtue of a 
Bull from the Pope, he would have 
annull'd all the Grants he had made 
in his Nonage; but the Parliament 
would not conſent to it, 

In 1237, the King, in order to 
obtain another Subſidy from his Par- 
liament, pretended to condema his 
former Conduct, and promis'd no 
longer to be guided by Foreigners; 
and got a certain Priet to make a 


mo and plauſible Harangue for 
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that Purpoſe, But this did not pre- 
vail on the Barons, who were but 
too ſenſible of the King's Inſincerity 
and Diſſimulation, and that the large 
Sums he had already obtain'd upon 
many plauſible Pretences, had been 
employ d only in enriching Foreign- 
ers. However, the King having pro- 
mis'd to reſtore the Charters obtain- 
ed in the late Reign, and order'd 
the Curſe, formerly denounc'd by 
Cardinal Langton, againſt ſuch as 
ſhould infringe them, to be publiſh'd 
in all the Churches, and having 


added to his Council ſome Lords 


that were acceptable to the Barons, 
the Parliament was at laſt ſo far im- 
pos'd upon as to grant him the Sub- 
fidy; but on Condition, that for the 
future he ſhould reject the Counſels 
of Foreigners, and that four knights 
ſhould be choſen in every County, 
to collect and ſecure the Money in 
ſome Monaſtery, in order to be re- 
ſtored to every one again, if the 
King was not as good as his Word: 
And yet the Money was no ſooner 
rais'd, but the King ſeiz'd it, and 
made the ſame bad Uſe of it as for- 
merly, and continued his Foreigners 
in his Council as much as ever. 
Upon which Prince Richard his Bro- 
ther earneſtly expoſtulated with him, 
but to no Purpoſe. 

The Earldom of Cheſter was the 
fame Year annex'd to the Crown, 
upon the laſt Earl's dying without 
Hue. 

In 1239, the Qucen was deliver'd 
of a Prince, who was named Edward, 
and ſucceeding his Father, prov'd a 
great and famous King. 


When the Parliament, who had 


been ſo often deceiv'd by the King, 
refus'd to grant him any Subſidies, 
he rais'd Money upon the People by 
Loans and other illegal Methods. 
The Jews were always great Suf- 


ferers in this Reſpect, from whom 


he extorted large Sums upon eve 
| : 5 
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Whilſt the King was thus — 9 
ſing the reſt of his Subjects, the Cler- 
gy were no leſs expos d to the Op- 
preſſions of the Pope. Each ſided 
with the other in his Exactions and 
Extortions, and they both, as it 
were, went Hand in Hand together 
in drainin 5 and ruining the Winn 
So that the Court of Rome never 
had a finer Time of it in England 
than in this Reign. In 1240, the 
Pope nominated no leſs than three 
hundred Italian to the vacant Be- 
nefices. 

Henry, who was always moſt ex- 
travagantly bent upon conferring Fa- 
vours on the Queen's Relations, in 
1241, got Boniface her Brother elett- 
ed Archbilhop of Canterbury ; thus 
placing a young Man and a Fo- 
reigner at the Head of the Engl 
Church, 

Tho' France was in Poſſeſſion of 
a great Part of Poictou, » Henry in- 
veſted his Brother Prince Richard 
with tliat Earldom; and the King of 
France thinking he had as good a 
Right, inveſted Alphonſo his We 
with the ſame. This occaſion'd a 
new War between the two Crowns, 
in which Henry came off with 23 
little Reputation as uſual, and Lewis 
made an entire Conqueſt of Poiclou. 

The King, who was always want- 
ing Money, and ſquandering it away 
when he had it, in 1243, put him- 
ſelf to a greater Expence than he 
could KA = account of the Mar- 
riage of Prince Richard with Cincia, 
the Queen's Siſter. Tis ſaid the 
Wedding - Dinner conſiſted of thirty 
thouſand Diſhes. | 
In 1245, the Queen was deliver'd 
of another Son, who was nam'd 
Edmund. | ; 

The Court of Rome continuing 1ts 
Exactions, and the Clergy fearing 
openly to oppoſe the Pope, the Lay- 
Barons began to conſult how to tree 
the Nation from ſuch grievous Op- 
preſſions z and the Parliament, 1 

1240, 


the Biſhops, and the Barons, laid be- 
fore the Pope the following Grievan- 
ces, demanding Satisfaction therein. 
1. That his Holineſs, not ſatisfy'd 
with the yearly Payment of Peter- 
Pence, exacted from the Clergy great 
Contributions. 2. That Patrons had 
not the Liberty to preſent fit Perſons 
to the vacant Livings, the Pope con 

ferring them generally on the Lali- 
ans, Who carried the Income of 
their Benefices out of the Kingdom. 

That the Pope exacted Penſions 
* the Churches. 4. That when 
an Jtalian Prieſt died, his Benefice 
was preſently beſtow'd on one of 
the ſame Nation : And that whereas 
the 7alians were inveſted without 
Trouble or Expence, the Eng/i4 
were oblig'd to go and proſecute 
their Right at Rome. 5. That the 
Clauſe Non obftante, in the Bulls, en- 
tirely deſtroy d all Laws, Cuſtoms, 
Statutes and Privileges of the Church 
and Kingdom. But inſtead of re- 
dreſſing theſe Grievances, the Pope 
took Occaſion to oppreſs the Clergy 
more than ever, and would have laid 
ſeveral new Impoſitions upon them, 
if the King had not now a little ex- 
erted himſelf. About this Time died 
the King's Mother, 1/abe//a, Queen 
Dowager of England, and Counteſs 
of March; for ſhe married the Earl 
of March, her firſt Lover, after King 
John's Death. 

In 1248, the King demanded a 
new Subſidy from his Parliament. 
But they, inſtead of complying with 
his Will, aſc'd him how he could 
for Shame expect any ſuch Thing, 
after having ſo often broke his 
Word; and upbraided him with his 
exceſſive Bounties to Foreigners, in 
Prejudice of his native Subjects. 
Whereupon he prorogu'd them ; and 
at their next Meeting, being ſpirited 
up by his pernicious Foreigners, 
contrary to his Temper, which was 
naturally timid, he ſpoke to them in 
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1246, in Letters figned by the King, 


very rough and haughty Language: 
But this only provoking them the 
more, the Barons told him, that 
ſince he did not intend to reform 
what was amiſs, they were not ſo 
mad as to impoveriſh themſelves for 
the Sake of Foreigners. And ſo he 
diſſolved them, for fear of their pro- 
ceeding to more vigorous Meaſures : 
And to ſupply his Wants, which 
were purely occaſion'd by his un- 
bounded Favours to Foreigners, he 
was forc'd to fell his Plate and Jew- 
els; which being quickly purchas'd 
by the Citizens of London, who al- 
ways pleaded Poverty when the 
granting him any Aid was in Queſ- 
tion, he in Reſentment ſet up a Fair 
at Weſtminſter, to laſt fifteen Days, 
during which the Londoners were 


_ commanded to ſhut up their Shops, 


and all Fairs, that uſed to be kept at 
that Time, were prohibited all over 
England. | 

Another Method Henry took to 
raiſe Money, was by ſending Judges 
into the ſeveral Counties, to make 
Inquiſition of all Treſpaſſes commit- 
ted in the Royal Foreſts; which 
Commiſſion was ſo rigorouſly exe- 
cuted, that the moſt trifling Faults 
were puniſhed by exceſſive Fines and 
Confiications ; which . procur'd the 
King prodigious Sums, but at the 
ſame Time, the Hatred of the People. 

In 1251, the Clauſe Non _— 
began firſt to be uſed in the King's 
Writs or Orders, in Imitation of 
the Pope; that is, Notwithſtanding 


any former Order, or any Thing elſe ©" 


After which it became very com- 
mon; which occaſion'd one of the 
King's Juſtices to ſay with a Sigh, 
Alas] what Times are we fallen into! 
The Civil Court is corrupted in Imita- 
tion of the Ecclefraſtical, aud the Ri- 
ver is poiſoned from that Fountain, 
Whilſt King Henry was daily giv- 
ing his Subjects freſh Cauſe of Com- 
5 by his arbitrary Proceedings, 


e impolitickly fell out with Sizzor 
3 de 


wil b — „% wc wo — 


— 


— — 
— — — + 


— —— 


— 


— — 


— we 


— 
—  . - — 
= 


—_ 


4 
[ 
| 
| 
1 
| 
11 
| 
| 


= —— - _ = A = — - 
— — — ————— > ——— —— K — Ot... 
ä — — — - — . =_ 


5 


3 


132 
de Montfort, who had been in t 
Favour with him, had married his 
Siſter, and was made Earl of Lei- 
ceſter. This Nobleman had done 
him great Service in reducing the 
rebellious Gaſcors in Guienne ; but 
being afterwards accus'd by them of 


ſome oppreſſive Practices in his Go- 


vernment of that Province (tho' the 
true Cauſe of their Uneafineſs was 
his Vigilance to keep them from re- 
volting again) the weak King gave 
Ear to his Accuſers, and we 1 hi 

Reſentment againſt the Earl of Lei- 
ceſler; who perceiving the Storm, 
got over Prince Richard, the Earl of 
Glucefter, and ſeveral other great 
Lords to his Side, and a Sort of 
Contederacy was form'd in his Fa- 
vour. The King, who in order (as 
he thought) to ſecure the Allegiance 
of the Gaſcons, was for ſacrificing 
their Governor to their Reſentment, 
ſeeing that Matters were not likely 
to go as he would have them, in 
great Paſſion called the Earl Tray- 
tar; upon which he in as great a 
Paſſion, told the King he lied, and 
that if he were net a King, he would 
make him eat his Words: Which, 


perhaps, is the firſt Inſtance of a 


Subject's giving his Sovereign the 
Lye to his Face. The King, tho” 
after this he could not look upon the 
Earl without Horror, yet perceiving 
the ſtrong Party that was form'd in 


his Favour, was intimidated, and 


outwardly reconcil'd to him, and even 
ſent him again Governor of Gzierne ; 
bur immediately after his Departure, 
he confer d that Province upon Prince 
Edward his eldeſt Son. Some Time 
after, the Gaſcons revolted again, and 
join'd with the King of Ca/i/e, 
who pretended a Right to Guienre. 
Herry, under the Pretence of his 


. Engaging in an Expedition to the 


Holy-Land, but in Reality, in order 
to carry on the War in Guienne, 
obtain d a Subſidy from his Parlia- 


ment, upon his again molt ſolemn- 


— 
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ly ſwearing to cauſe the two Char. 
ters of King John to be obſer 
ed; but he ſoon apply'd to the 
Pope to be abſolv'd from his Oath. 
He went over to Guienne in Perſon, 
but the Affair was ſoon made up 
between the two Kings, by the 
Marriage of Prince Edward with 
Eleanor, the King of Caftile's Sil- 
ter. Upon which the young Prince 
was not only inveſted with Guerre, 
but Ireland, and the Sovereignty of 
Wales, whoſe Prince had put him- 
ſelf under Henry's Protection. 

As much as Henry had diſtreſs'd 
himſelf and the Nation by his un- 
reaſonable Humours, as if his Affairs 
were not already ſufficiently invol- 
ved, his Vanity, Folly, and Impru- 
dence threw him into new Troubles. 
The Kingdom of Siciiy being in 
Diſpute between the Pope, and Con- 
radin, Son of the Emperor Conrad:, 
of the Houſe of Suabia, and after- 
wards between the Pope and Mar- 
fred, Conrad:'s Baſtard-Brother ; the 
Pope finding himſelf diſtreſs'd by 
this War, and not able to carry it 
on without the Aſſiſtance of ſome 
other Power, made an Offer of the 
Crown of Sicily to Henry, for his 
ſecond Son Edmund, in caſe he 
would aſſiſt in the Conqueſt of that 
Kingdom. Henry greedily accepted 
this imaginary Preſent, and ſeem'd 
as well pleas'd, as if his Son had 
been in actual Poſſeſſion of that 
Crown; and by this Means became 
the entire Tool and Bubble of tho 
Pope. Money was what the Pontiff 
wanted, and the King not only ſent 
him all his ready Money, and what 
he extorted from the Jews and his 
other Subjects, and was lent him by 
his Brother Prince Richard; but like- 
wile bound himſelf to pay whatever 
Sums the Pope ſhould borrow on 
the Score of the Affair of S:c/;. 
And tho' the Money borrow'd un. 
der this Pretence, was not apply'd 
for carrying on the War in 1 2 
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put the Pope all the while ſuffer'd 


Manfred to remain in the quiet Poſ- 
einen of the Crown; yet the moſt 
flagrant, unjuſt, and ſcandalous Me- 
thods were made uſe of, by the 
Court of Rome, to extort immenſe 
Sums from the Eng/i/b Clergy; whilſt 
the King by the Pope's Aſſiſtance 

t what he could from 'his other 
objects, for the Repayment of the 
Sums borrowed for this Undertaking. 
By this Means, Henry was brought 
into ſuch Diſtreſs, that he at laſt 
ſent Ambaſſadors to Rome to re- 
nounce, in his Son's Name, the 
imaginary Grant of Sicily, which 
had already coſt him ſo dear, and 
had conſequently rais'd an univerſal 
Diſcontent in the Nation. 

It was now that the Barons began 
to exert themſelves, and to take 
Meaſures againſt the King. The 
whole Nation had, doubtleſs, been 
grievouſly oppre{s'd : But the great 
Power and Credit of Foreigners, par- 
ticularly the 1 Relations, and 
the King's Half-Brothers, Sons of 
the Earl of March, by whom he 


had been a long Time wholly go- 


vern'd, and the immenſe Riches 
they enjoy'd, was the chief Grie- 
vance of the Barons, and the real 
Cauſe of their Complaint. Accord- 
ingly, in a Parliament held at Ox- 
ford, in 1258, (in which, tis for 
the firſt Time obſerv'd, there were 
twelve Barons, as Deputics, or Re- 
preſentatives of the Commons,) the 
Confederacy was ſo ſtrong againſt 
the King, (the Barons coming well 
attended and well arm'd) that they 
compell'd him in effect to lay down 
the ſovereign Authority, and to 
lodge it in four and twenty Com- 
miſſioners, twelve to be choſen by 
the King, and twelve by the Barons, 
Simon. de Montfort, Earl of Leiceſter, 
their Preſident ; who drew up the fol- 
lowing Articles, which were approv'd 
of by the Parliament, call'd the Sa- 
tutts, Proviſions or Expedients of Ox- 


2 


ford. 1. That the King ſhould con- 


firm the Great Charter. 2. That 
the Office of Chief Juſticiary ſhould 
be given to one of fit Capacity and 
Integrity. 3. That the Chancellor, 
Treaſurer, Fuſtices, and other pub- 
lick Miniſters, ſhould be choſen by 
the Four and Jauenty. 4. That the 
King's Caſtles, and all Strong-Holds, 
ſhould be in the Cuſtody of th ſaid 
Four and Twenty. 5. That it ſhould 
be Death for any Perſon to oppoſe, 
directly or indirectly, what ſhould 
be enacted by them. 6. That the 
Parliament ſhould meet three Times 
a Year. The King was oblig'd to 
give his Aſſent to theſe Articles, 
and Prince Edward likewiſe was 
conſtrained to ſwear to the Obſer- 
vance of them. Some Oppoſition 
was made to them, but the Con- 
federacy was too ſtrong to be over- 
borne. The Conſequence was, that 
the Foreigners were forc'd to leave 
the Kingdom, and the Barons en- 
tered into an ¶Hociation to ſtand by 
the Oxford Proviſions, with their 
Lives and Fortunes ; in which they 
were join'd by the City of London. 
Thus this arbitrary and ill- adviſed 
Prince, who had all along ſhewn ſo 
little Regard to his Subjects, found 
himſelt at once reduc'd to little more 
than the Shadow of a Sovereign. 
But he could not well brook this 
Reſtraint, and therefore ſoon ſought 
Means to free himſelf from the Yoke 
of the Birons. A Breach between 
the Earls of Leiceſter and Glouceſter, 
the tivo Chiefs of the Confederacy, 
put him in Hopes of ſucceeding. 
He accordingly got the Pope to abs 
ſolve him trom his Oath concerning 
the Oxford Prowifiens ; and in the 
Parliament afſembled at Londen in 
1261, he declar'd he no longer 
look'd upon himſelf oblig'd to ob- 
ferve thoſe Regulations, and then 
retir'd to the 7ower, having gain'd 
the Governor to his Side. Here he 
iſſued out Proclamations, and di 
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ſeveral other Things, againſt the 
Acts of the Four and Twenty. But 
the Earls of Leiceſter and Glouceſter 
being now reconcil'd, the King 
found himſelf but in an ill Situa- 
tion. An Accommodation was more 
than once ſet on Foot, but it came 
to nothing, partly thro' the Indiſcre- 
tion of t e King, and partly thro” 
the violent Spirit of ſome of the 
Barons. At laſt havin in'd to 
his Side Prince Richard his Brother 
(now King of the Romans) and his 
Son, Prince Edward ; Henry was 
more emboldened than ever to op- 
poſe the Barons, who were firmly 
reſolved to ſtand by what had been 
agreed upon in the Parhament at 


* 
he War accordingly broke out 
between the two Parties, in 1263, 
the Barons having choſen the Earl 
of Leiceſter for their General. They 
ſoon became Maſters of G/cucefler, 
Hereford, Bridgnorth, Worceſter, and 
other Places in thoſe Parts; and the 
City of Londen declar'd m their Fa- 
vour, Nevertheleſs the War re- 
main'd doubtful, each Side gaining 
Advantages over the other, till the 
famous Battle of Leaves, which was 
fought on May 14, 1264; in which 
the royal Army was routed, King 
Henry himſelf, and his Brother the 
King of the Romans, were made Pri- 
ſoners ; and Prince Edward (who had 
beat the Londoners in the firſt Attack) 
and Henry, Son to the King of the 
Romans, were forc'd to ſurrender 
themſelves Priſoners to the Barons. 
The Earl of 7 having thus 
got the King in his Hands, diſpoſed 
of him juſt as he pleaſed, and made 
bim ſign what Orders he thought 


fit. And now the Barons drew up 
"a new Plan of Government, which 


was confirm'd by the Parliament, 


which met on the twenty-ſecond of 


June; previous to which, they made 
the King fign Commiſſions, appointing 
in cach County, certain Magiſtrates, 
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call'd Conſerwators, who were order'd 


to ſend up four Knights of each Coun- hin 
ty, nominated or choſen by the Aſſent he 
of their reſpective Counties, to fit in be 
the Parliament as Repreſentatives of ting 
their ſeveral Shires : From whence — 
many date the Original of the Com- mac 
mons fitting in Parliament. The this 
Barons Plan, which this Parliament for 
approv'd of, was, That the Parlia. for. 
ment ſhould appoint Three Commiſſion. Aﬀe 
ers, who ſhould hade Poauer to chuſe H. 
4 Council of Nine Lords, to whom the Ws 
Adminiſtration of the publick Affair: WS Qu 
ſhould be committed: That the King WS what 
might change any of the Nine, or all of WW <whil 
them, by the Advice of the three Con- wou! 
mi fſioners 3 and might change or turn notice 


out the Three, provided it vai dme had 


7 the Conſent of the Community of the WS All: 
arons : And that the Nine /houldl i whol 
nominate all the publick Officers. 2 in or 
Thus Things continued for above 0 or 
a Year, whilſt the Earl of Leiceſter . from 
was at the Head of the Govern- 8 the K 
ment, and, in effect, exercis'd the at all 
ſupreme Authority in the Name of . Prifor 
the King, whom he carried about Ho 
with him from Place to Place, a: f jon 
he had Occaſion to remove with his milo 
Army, and made uſe of the Royal WW him! 
Name, for whatever he had a Mind which 
to inforce. He met indeed with WW rais'q. 
ſome Trouble, from an Inſurrection conſid 
of ſome Lords in the Counties bor. rior to 
dering upon Wales, whom he march'd WW he ma 
in Perſon againſt, and had the good ie fir! 
Fortune entirely to vanquiſh. The WWF which 
great Preparations the Queen was WW conduc 
making in France, gave him alſo WW and th 


great Uneaſineſs; but he was luckily 
deliver'd from his Apprehenſions on 
that Occaſion, by the Fleet, which 
was to bring over an Army of Fo- 
reigners, being detain'd ſo long by 
contrary Winds, that at laſt the 
Troops were forc'd to return home. 
But what diſturb'd him moſt, was, 
that ſome of the Lords of the Con- 
federacy, particularly the Earl of 
Clouceſter, jealous of his aſpiring » : 
| the 


gainſt 


the Crown, to turn againſt 


m- him: To obviate their Suſpicions, 
ent he call d a Parliament, chiefly, as 
in he pretended, to conſult about ſet- 
of ting Prince Edward at Liberty. "Tis 
nce remarkable, that expreſs Mention is 
m- made of two Knights Deng ſent to 
he this Parliament, as Repreſentatives 
ent for each County, and two Burgeſs 
lia- for each City and Borough. The 
Fon - Aﬀertors of the Antiquity of the 
huje Haut of Commons infer, that this 
the was before a cuſtomary Thing, be- 
airs cauſe the Hiſtorians do not remark 
King that it was a new Eſtabliſhment; 
lof | whilt their Opponents ſay, there 


would have been no Need to take 
notice of this Particular here, if it 


done had been a uſual Thing before. 
f the All that this Parliament, which was 
Bou wholly at Leiceſter's Devotion, did 
; in relation to Prince Edward, was, 
bove | to order that he ſhould be remov'd 
ceſter from Dower-Caſtle, and remain with 
Vern- the King; which was doing nothing 
1 the at all, as the King himſelf was a 
ne of Priſoner in Leiceſter's Hands. 
about However, the Prince had, not 
ce, As long after, the good Fortune to 
th his make his Eſcape, and went and put 
Royal himſelf at the Head of ſome Troops, 
Mind BS which the Earl of Glouceſter had 
with rais'd; which ſoon increaſing to a 
ection Bl conſiderable Army, and even ſupe- 
s bor- rior to that of the Earl of Leiceſter, 
arch'd he march'd in order to attack him. 
> good He firſt cut in Pieces a ſmall Army, 
The which young Simon de Montfart was 
n Was conducting to reinferce his Father; 
n allo and then advancing immediately a- 


gainſt the Earl, he fell upon him 
near Eusſtam, and in an obſtinate and 
bloody Fight, on Auguſt 4, 1265, 


of Fo- totally routed Leice/ter's Army, and 
ong by ſet the King his Father at Liberty; 
aſt the the Earl himſelf and his Son Henry 
home being ſlain on the Spot. 

t, was, King Henry no ſooner found him- 
ie Con felf at Liberty, but his Mind was 


wholly bent upon taking Vengeance 
on his Enemies; be confiſcated the 
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Eſtates of the Confederate Barons, 
and ſeverely chaſtis'd the City of 
London. Simon de Montfort, eldeſt Son 
of the late Earl of Leiceſter, not 
doubting but he ſhould be one of 
the firſt that ſhould ſuffer, endea- 
vour'd to make the King of the 
Romans his Friend, who was in his 
Cuſtody in Kennelauorth-Caſtle, by 
releaſing him without a Ranſom 
ſoon after the —_— of Eweſham. 
But perceiving the King wholly go- 
vern'd by Paſſion and Reſentment, 
he quitted the Caſtle of Kennelworth, 
leaving a ſtrong Gariſon in it, and 
threw himſelf with ſome Troops 
into the Je of Axholme : But Prince 
Edward ſoon forc'd them to ſur- 
render, on Condition their Lives 
and Limbs ſhould be ſpared. Simon 
de Montfort now found fo 2 
a Mediator in the King of the Ko- 
mans, that King Henry not only 
pardon'd him, but would have re- 
ſtor'd him to Favour, if the Earl of 
G/ouce/ter had not oppos'd it. How- 
ever, he had Liberty to depart the, 
Kingdom, and the King was to 
7 him an yearly Penſion, if he de- 
iver'd up Kennelworth-Caſtle, which 
now it was not in his Power to do. 
He ſoon after joined himſelf with 
ſome Pirates of the Cinque Ports, 
and plunder'd all the Merchant-Ships 
that came in his Way. 

'There were, after this, ſeveral In- 
ſurrections, which we need not men- 
tion particularly, as they were ſoon 
quelled. The Caſtle of Kennelworth 
held out a long Siege and Blockade, 
till the Beſieged were forc'd to eat 
their Horſes, and did not ſurrender till 
the Year 2267, The Malecontents 
who had ſeiz d the %e of Ely, were 
the laſt who ſurrender'd, which they J 
did foon after thoſe of Kennelworth. 

The 'Tranquillity of the 3 
being thus perfectly reſtor'd, Prince 
Edward undertook a Voyage to the 
Holy Land; where being diſappointed 
of the Reinſorcements he expected 

& 4 Re. ˙ͥ‚ 


* + 


136 HENRY III. ; 
from France and el{gwhere, he could His inconſtant, bekle. Temper, his 
do but little, tho he--ſufficiently narrow Genius, his arbitrary Notions, 
ſhew'd;the SH what they might his "Greedmeſsof Money, and taviſh- 
expect from him, if he had hadmore  briquandenng at awayzon his Fa 
Forces. He had like to hat been wormeorm ill-concerted Projects, 
aſſaſſinated by one of 25 2 Good of the Nation was 
who was juſt Sen to ſtab m in - noFataltencern'd; his being a con- 
the Belly with a Bagger but the. eit bei ce the Court 
Prince warded off che Blew with his of Rem and his little Courage a; 
Arm, in which he was dangerouſly e appear in his 
wounded. The Villain was eig his Jong, confus d 
to ſtrike again; but Edward” gave and ailracted Reign.” But it muſt 
him ſuch a Kick on the Beat, that be obſerved, that te the Struggles in 
he threw him down backwards,” and this Reipn, the Eg in great Mea- 
wreſting the Dagger out f. his Hand, ſure owe the Liberties and Privileges 
diſpatch'd him with it. Finding he they enjoy at this Day. With all his 
could make no great Progreſs in Faults, he may be juſtly commended 7 
Paliſtine, unſupported as he was, he for his Continence, and Averſion to Lag Jo 
concluded a Truce with the Sultan, Cruelty, being always ſatisfy'd with | 
for ten Years, ten Months, and ten puniſhing his rebellious Subjects only 
Days, and ſet fail for England in in their Purſes. 
1272. He had nine Children, whereof 
His Father King Henry did not live * two Sons, Edward and Edmund, 
to ſee him return. Fle died on Now. 16, and two Daughters, Margaret and 
1272, after a very long Reign of Beatrix, ſurviv'd him. 
fitty-fix Years, and twenty 3 Matthew Paris, a Monk of St. 
8 fixty-ſix; and was interred in Alban's, one of the moſt celebrated 
the Abbey-Church at Veſminſter, Hiſtorians of this Kingdom, flouriſh'd 
= near the Shrine of F/ward the Con- in this Reign. 
n, which was remov'd thither Trial by Fire and Water Ordeal 
= n 1259, juſt as the Church, the was, by this King's Command, laid 
molt ſtately then in Europe, was fi- aſide by the Judges, and ſoon after 
zuüſhed. grew quite out ot Uſe, 


— _— Wm = 


— —— —_— < 


= = 
— 


—  —__ - — 


— 


8 YER 
S 

nn LY enn 

9617 5 71 281 5 7 


a 


* A 1 I 
* o 
* +. - % * FY 
* h 
"i is linen” 3 
, - «} 8 * . 
: 9 

1 n 
1 


a 8 
— 
of 


EDWARD 


| 
1 


ö 


li 


: 


| 


U 


; 


| 


: 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 
' 


l 


| 


| 


; 


EDWARD I. 


WS H IS Prince, the eldeſt 
p Son of Henry III. was 
on his Return from 
che Holy Land, when 
his Father died. His 
Abſence at that Time, 
might have given Occaſion to ſome 
Commotions, if the Malecontents 
of Leicefter's Party had not been for 
ſome Years ſufficiently humbled, and 
if the Nation in general had not 
had ſo good an Opinion of Prince 
Edward, that it would have been 
dangerous to have attempted any 
Thing to his Prejudice. Accord- 
ingly, upon Henry's Death, the 
ns unanimouſly ſwore Fealty 

to Edward, tho* they had not 
even heard from him for ſome 
Time; and wrote him à very du- 
tiful Letter, inviting him to come 
and take Poſſeſſion of the Throne. 
They then committed the Regency 
of the Kingdom to three proper 
Perſons, whom they made choice 
of for that Purpoſe; and the Parlia- 
ment that met ſoon after, conſiſting 
of the Lords Spiritual and 'Tempo- 
ral, and Knights of the Shires and 


Burgeſſes, approved of what had 


been done for preſerving the Peack 
of the Kingdom. 


In the mean Time Edward, pur- 
ſuing his Voyage, arriv'd in Sicaly, 
and at Meſina firſt heard of his 
Father's Death. From hence he ſet 
out for Rome to viſit the new Pope, 
Gregory X. who had attended him 
in the Criſado, in Quality of te. 
After this, he paſs'd thro' France, 
was honourably receiv'd by King 


' Philip at Paris, and did him Ho» 


mage for Guienne. Then coming to 
Bourdeaux, he received the Homage 
of the Vaſſals of that Duchy. 
Having ſettled his Affairs in Gui- 
enne, he came into England, and 
was received with all Demonſtra- 
tions of Joy. He was crowned ſoon 
after, Auguſt 19, 1274, with Eleanor 
his Queen, who had attended him 
in his Expedition; Alexander III. 
King of Scotland, the Duke of Bre. 
taign, and all the Lords of the 


Realm, being preſent at the Solems 


nity ; on which Occaſion, five hun- 


dred Horſes were let looſe about the 


Country, for all that could cateh 
them to keep them. 


The firſt Thing King Edward 
Bll did, 
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did, after his Coronation, was to 
fend Commiſſioners into all the Coun- 
ties, to inquire into the e held of 
the Crown, and to examine into and 
— the Miſdemeanors of ſuch 

apiftrates as had abus'd their Au- 

* thority in oppreſſing the People; 
which gave univerſal Satisfaction. 
The Parliament, which fat ſoon af- 
ter, in 1275, enacted ſome good 
Laws for ſecuring the Liberties of 
the People, and the Privileges of the 
Clergy ; which were call'd the Sza- 
tutes of Weſtminſter. | 

Edward's Thoughts had been for 
ſome Time bent upon chaſtiſing Le- 
wellyn, Prince of Vals, whole Fa- 
ther and Grandfather had done Ho- 
mage to Henry III. for all that 
Country. The Velſb had made ſome 
Struggles to throw off the Voke, 
and their preſent Prince had very 
much countenanc'd and encourag'd 
the late Malecontents in England. 
Eazvard had therefore long deter- 
min'd to diſable him from doing 
any more Miſchief ; but his Voyage 
to 1 ak and the Circumſtances 
of the Times, had hitherto 497 wt 
aim. A fit Opportunity now offer' d. 

= "The — had ſummon'd Le- 

»elhu, before Edkvard's Arrival, to 

= appear and do Homage to the abſent 
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ig; which he refus'd. And the 
= Sing, after his Arrival, ſummon'd 
= Sin ſeveral Times for the ſame Pur- 
pole ; but Zewwe/lyn always excus'd 
maſelf, and would not appear. Here- 
mpon Extward refolv'd to punith him 
For his Diſobedience, declar d War a- 
inaſt him, and march'd with a great 
Army into his Country, and by cut- 
= ting a Way chro' a valt Foreſt, o- 
4 os a Paſſage to the Center of 
ales; and advancing farther, drove 
the /:/4 to the Mountam Snowdon, 
their uſual Retreat, when purſu'd by 
he Eng. His Fleet at the ſame 
Time attack'd and took the /e of 
Angleſea. This rapid Progreſs of 
Eatwward's Arms made Leveln fue 


— 
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for Peace, which he obtain'd, but 


upon very hard Terms; tho' Ed. 
ward afterwards generouſly relax'd 
them, being ſatisfy d with his Suc- 
ceſs, and with having thus morti. 
fy'd his Enemy. 

In 1279, the Earldom of Ponthieu 
and Montrewil fell to Edward, in 
Right of his Queen, upon the Death 
of the Queen of Caſtile her Mother. 
But to obtain the Inveſtiture of this 
Earldom from the King of France, 
he was forc'd to renounce all Claim 
to Anjou and Normandy, as King 
Henry his Father had done. 

The Coin having very much ſuf- 
fer'd by. Clipping and Adulterating, 
during the late Troubles, and Infor- 
mation being given, that the Jews 
were chiefly concern'd in it, the 
King caus'd all that were in the Na- 
tion to be ſciz'd in one Day; and 
two hundred and eighty of them 
being convicted of Clipping and 
Coining, receiv'd Sentence of Death, 
and were executed accordingly. 

About this Time, the King pro- 
pos d, and the Parliament paſs d a 
Statute, forbidding all Perſons to diſ 
poſe of their Eitates to Societies, 
which never die, without the King's 
Canſent. This was call'd the Sa- 


tute of Mortmain, and was occaſion'd 


by the prevailing Practice of Perſons 
alienating their Lands to the Church, 
inſomuch that if a Stop had not been 


put to it, there was Danger, that 


all the Lands in England would, in 

Time, come to be in the Hands of 

the Clergy and Monaſterics. | 
The next Year, 1280, (tho' ſome 


fay ſeveral Years after) the Szazute 


of Quo Warrants was paſo' d, Occa- 
hon'd by many Perſons, during the 
late Troubles, appropriating to them- 
ſelves Lands which they had no 
Right to. It requir'd all thoſe, 
who were poifeſs d of ſuch conteſted 
Eſtates, to ſhew how they came by 
them, and produce their Title be- 
fore the Judges, to be examin'd = 
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This was well intended, but the 
King, by ill Advice or thro' the De- 
fire of ang up Money, began 
to make a bad Uſe of it. As many 
who held Lands of the Crown muſt 
have loſt their Titles, tho* their Poſ- 
ſeffion was of long ſtanding, he took 
Advantage of this Misfortune, and 
iſſued a Proclamation for all that 
held Lands of the Crown to lay 
their Title before the Judges. 'The 
Earl of Warren appearing, and be- 
ing requir'd to ſhew his Title, where- 
by he held his Lands, he drew an 
old Sword out of the Scabbard, 
and faid, *Twwas by this my Anceſtors 
ain'd their Eftate, and by this I will 
* it as long as 1 live. This brave 
and bold Anſwer 'd the King's 
Eyes, and, to his Honour, thinking 
better of the Matter, he recalled his 
Proclamation, and put a Stop to this 
Grievance, Which had been loudly 
complain'd: of. | 
Lewellyn having revolted, at the 
Inſtigation of his Brother David, 
committed great Ravages on the Bor- 
ders, and ſurpriz d and defeated the 
King's Generals that were ſent a- 
gainſt him. But Edward marching 


with a numerous Army into Wales, 


totally routed Lexwellyz's Forces in 
a great Battle, in which Lewel/yn 
himſelf was flain ; and the King 
caus'd his Head, crown'd with Ivy, 
to be expos'd to View on the Walls 
of the Tower of London. David his 
Brother ſoon after fell into the 
Hands of the Engh/>, who, being 
the laſt of the Race, was cruelly put 
to Death as a Traytor, his Head 
hx'd up by his Brother's, and his 
four Quarters ſent to York, Briſtol, 


Northampton, and Wincheſter. After 
the Defeat of Lewellyn, Edward 


with Eaſe became Maſter of the 
Whole Country, and Wales was uni- 
ted to the Crown of England, in the 
Year 1283. Thus the Wh, the 
Remains of the antient Britons, loſt 


their Liberty, after having bravely 


Years. But to make them amends, 
(if any Thing could do it) they be- 
came one Nation with their Con- 
uerors, and have enjoyed the ſame 
ws and Priyileges with them ever 
ſince. Tis ſaid, the Veh bei 
ſill uneaſy without a Prince of their 
own, Edward d to give them 
for their Prince, the Son whom he 
hop'd his Queen, who was then with 
Child, would be deliver'd of: That 
with this View, he order'd it ſo, that 
ſhe ſhould lie in at Caernarvor, where 


ſhe was brought to bed of a Prince, 


nam'd Edward; and that immedi- 
ately thereupon he conven'd the 
States of Wales, and told them he 
would pive them a Prince born a- 
mong them, who could not ſpeak a 
Word of Engli/s; and then nomina- 
ted to them his Son, juſt born at 
Caernarven, However this be, the 
young Prince was not inveſted with 
the Principality of Wales, till he was 
ſeventeen Vears old; and from that 
Time, the King's eldeſt Son has 
been always Prince of Wales. 

In 1287, King Edward, leaving 
the Regency to the Earl of Pembroke, 
went over to France, where he ſtaid 
about three Years. | 

Being return'd to England in 128 
he preſently ſet about reforming A- 
buſes in the Adminiſtration of Jultice, 
ſeverely fin'd and puniſh'd ſeveral 


Judges, who were tound guilty of 


taking Bribes, and oblig'd them to 
ſwear, that for the future they would 
take neither Money nor Preſents, 
except only a moderate Breakfaſt, 
The next Year, the Jews were all 
baniſh'd the Kingdom. 

The chief Affair of this Reign was 
the Conqueſt of Scotland, which tho“ 


it redounded much to the Glory of 


King Edward's Arms, we can ſay 
nothing to the Juſtice of it. Tis 
pretty plain, that as ſoon as King 
Alexander III. died, he began to 
project the uniting of Scotland 22 

ng- 
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maintain d it for above eight hundred * 
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England. With this View he got his 
Son Prince Edward married to Mar- 
garet, Alexander's Grand- Daughter, 
then Queen, and the only Remains 
of his Race. But ſhe Hing ſoon 
after, there aroſe great Diſputes in 
Scotland about the Succeſſion, and 
ſeveral great Men laid claim to the 
Crown. Among theſe, the chief 
were John Baliol, and Robert Bruce, 
whoſe Influence was ſo great, that 
they divided almoſt all Scotland be- 
tween them. The two Parties, in 
order to prevent a Civil War, choſe 
the King of England, Arbitrator of 
their Differences. But before he 
would proceed to a Deciſion, he de- 
clar'd, that he acted in this Affair as 
Sovereign Lord of all Scotland, and 
requir'd the States to own him as 
ſuch; which tho' they never ex- 
preſsly did, yet as they did not di- 
realy oppoſe his Pretenſions, being 
22 over-aw'd by his Preſence, 

e haſtily took it for granted. And 
then upon the Queſtion being ſeve- 


= rally put to them, he was own'd as 


Sovereign by all the Claimants. Af- 
ter which, he was put in Poſſeſſion 
of the Kingdom, that he might be 
able to deliver it up to the Perſon 
that ſhould be declar'd King. Then 
having heard the Pretenſions of the 
Elaimants, he thought fit to decide 
im Favour of Baliol, and declar'd 
wm King of Scotland; upon which 
he ſwore Fealty and did Homage 
to King Edward; whoſe Conduct 


1 in this whole Affair, the Scots fay, 


was a continued Series of Artifice, 
Corruption and Violence. 

King Edward was no ſooner in 
Poſſeſſion of the Sovereignty of Scot- 
fand, but he carried his Prerogative 
t0 the utmoſt Height, to the great 
Ofence of the Scots, and even of 
the new King, who upon trifling 
Occaſions had Summons after Sum- 
mons fent him to appear before King 
Edward at Weſtminfter, or wherever 
he ſhould be. Baliol finding him- 


Fo 


Y4o Ad 8 


ſelf treated rather as a Slave then 
a Vaſſal, began to concert Meaſures 
for throwing off the Voke of the 
Engliſh, which was become ſo in- 
tolerable to him. A favourable Op- 
portunity ſeem'd to offer, as a War 
was broke out between France and 
England : r ſeiz d upon 
all Guienne. e therefore enter'd 
into an Alliance with Philip, who got 
the Pope to abſolve Baliol from his 
Oath of Fealty to Edward; then, de- 
ag on the Succours he expected 
om France, he ſent a Letter to King 
Edward, renouncing the Homage he 
had paid him ; who, exaſperated at 
this, inſtead of carrying his Army 
over into France, march'd it againſt 
Scotland, reſolving now upon the en- 
tire-Conqueſt of that Kingdom. 
4 in 1296, King EA. 
ward enter d Scotland with his Ar- 
my, having firſt gain'd Robert Bruce 
to his Side, by promiſing him the 
Crown, in caſe he would declare a- 
grunt Baliol. He firſt took Berwick 
y Stratagem, which was as it were 
the Key of the two Kingdoms. 
Then marching towards Dunbar, 
with a Deſign to beſiege it, he re 
ceiv'd Intelligence, that Baliol was 
approaching with a numerous Army. 
Upon this he advances towards him, 
and being met, a terrible Battle was 
fought, in Which the Scots were de- 
feated, with the Loſs, as tis ſaid, 
of above twenty thouſand Men. 
After this, he marched back to Dun- 
bar, whoſe Gates were open'd to 
him; and, in a ſhort Time, took 
Roxborough, Edinburgh, Sterling, 
Perth, and all the important Places, 
and in Effet became Maſter of all 
Scotland. The Scots therefore had 
nothing to do but to ſubmit to the 
Mercy of the Conqueror, and Bali 
came and reſign'd his Crown to him, 
to be diſpoſed of as he ſhould think 
fit. What was an irreparable Loſs to 
Scotland on this Occaſion, was the 
burning of the Records, which _=_ 


faid to be done by Edward's Orders. 
Then having plac'd Engliſb Gariſons 
and Governors in all the Caſtles, he 
return'd in Triumph to England, 
carrying with him the Crown and 
Scepter of Scotland, with the reſt of 
the Regalia, and the famous Stone of 
Scene, on which the Inauguration of 
their Kings uſed to be perform'd. 

Prince Edxward, whom the King 
had left Regent, on his poing over to 
Flanders, having aſſembled the Par- 
liament, which granted him a large 
Subſidy, confirm'd King hs two 
Charters by an authentick Aci, 
which was ſign'd by the King in 
Flanders, and ſeal'd with the Great- 
Seal, which he had carried along 
with him. 

Whilſt the King was in Flanders, 
on account of the French War, he 
was alarm'd with the News of the 
Revolt of the Scots, under the Con- 
duct of the brave Villiam Mal- 
lace, a Man of no great Family or 
Fortune, but ever ſince eſteemed a 
famous Hero. This valiant Man, 
being griev'd at the Servitude his 
Country groan'd under, did Won- 
ders with a ſmall Number of Forces 
which he headed at firſt; which 
being ſoon increas'd by the com- 
ing in of all the true Lovers of 
their Country, he ſoon drove the 
Enghiſþ out of their ſtrong Places, 
and recover'd all Scotland, leaving 
them only the ſingle Town of Ber- 
wick; for which brave Exploits he 
was immediately declar'd Regent of 
the Kingdom by the Army, 

Edward, upon this, return'd forth- 
with to England, and putting him- 
ſelf at the Head of a numerous Ar- 
my, march'd into the Heart of Sco-- 
land, and met the Enemy at Falkirk, 
where, in a bloody Battle, he gave 
them a total Overthrow, and im- 
Proving this great Advantage, re- 
took al the Strong-holds with as 
much Eaſe as he had loſt them. 
Having thus, as one may ſay, con- 
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quer*d Scotland à ſecond Time, he 
return'd to England. This was in 
1298. In the mean Time, the Scotch 
Lords growing jealous of Wallace, 
he laid down the cy, tho' he 
never ceas'd upon all Occaſions to 
act for the Good of his Country; 
and thoſe who had any Remains of 
a publick Spirit, made Choice of 
Compa for Regent; by whoſe Ad- 
vice, the next Year, another vi 
rous Attempt was made to ſhake off 
the Engli/b Yoke. The whole King- 
dom roſe, and all the Inhabitants of 
the Cities as well as of the Country. 
taking Arms at the ſame Time, 
drove the Exgliſb once more out of 
Scotland. Earward mrag'd at this, 
as ſoon as the Seaſon permitted, en- 
ter'd that miſerable Kingdom a third 
Time, in 1300, and entirely routed 
the Scotch Army, which conſiſted of 
ill-arm'd and undiſciplin'd Militia. 
Thoſe who remain'd, betook them- 
ſelves to the Fens, which the Con- 
8 durſt not paſs. Edward re- 
uſing to accept their Offers of Sub- 
mithon, the Scots, in Deſpair, thought 
of putting themſelves under the Pra- 
tection of the Pope, and ſent AmbaE- 
ſadors to offer the Sovereignty of 
their Country to Boniface VIII. who 
readily accepted of it. But Edward 
had ſo little Regard to the Pope's 
Pretenſions, that he ſwore, if he 
heard any more of them, he would 
deſtroy Scotland from Sea to Sex 
As delirous as he was to finiſh his 
Conqueſt, he durſt not refuſe the 
King of France a Truce, which he 
demanded in Behalf of the Scots, 
whilſt the Treaty for the Reſtitution 
of Guienue was depending. When the 
Truce was near expiring, Edward 
ſent Segrawe into Scotland to renew 
the War. He divided his Army into 
three Bodies, not ſo much with a 
Deſign to fight the Scots, as to de- 
ſtroy the Country; but the Scots 
falling upon them, routed them all 
three, one after another, in one Ry 


* be hung up in four of 
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The Peace being concluded be- 
tween France and England, in 1303, 
by which Guienne was reſtored to Ed- 
ward, he found himſelf at full Liberty 
to act as he pleas'd againſt the Scots. 
And ſo he enter'd Scotland a fourth 
Time, with ſo powerful an Army, 
that he met with no Reſiſtance. He 
penetrated to the utmoſt Bounds of 
the Ifland, laying waſte the Country 
on all Sides. Sterling-Caſtle held out 
all the Winter, and did not capitu- 
late till 7#/y following. The ul 
of this Caſtle finiſh'd Edward's 
fourth Expedition and third Con- 
b of Scotland. The brave Wallace, 
| ing betray'd into his Hands, he 
caus'd him to be executed as a 
Traytor, and order'd his Quarters to 


e chief 

Towns in the Kingdom. 
At his Return to England, in 1305, 
he publickly impriſon'd Prince EA. 
=vard his Son, for having, at the In- 
ſipation of Fiers Gawefion, one of 
his Favourites, committed ſome Out- 
rage againſt the Biſhop of Litchfield. 
This was a wiſe and popular Ac- 
tion; but what he did ſoon after, 
ſhew*'d that he was not diſpos*d to 
govern with that Equity and Mode- 
ration which the People expected: 
For he obtain'd of Pope Clement V. 
a Diſpenſation from his Oath, with 
re to the two Charters of Li- 
berties. This Pope granted him the 
Tenths for three Years, reſerving one 
Half to himſelf. The Parliament op- 
pos'd this, and forbad the Collectors 
to levy the Tei; But Edward by 
his own Authority. took off the Pro- 
Hibition, and order'd the Collectors 

to go on. * | 
he Scots, tho? ſo often ſubdu'd, 
could not ſit eaty under the Yoke. 


"Þ . Robert Bruce, Kaxl of Carrick, Son 


to one of the Competitors for the 
Crown, already ſpoken of, who was 
now dead, and to whom Eatvard 
= had not perſorm'd his Promiſe of 
making him King, enter'd into a 


ederacy with Compn to reſtore 
the Liberty of their Country. But 
Comyn prov'd falſe, and betray'd 
the _— to King Edward; which 
Bruce diſcovering, ſtabb'd him with 
his own Hands; and then declaring 
himſelf, ſuch Numbers flock' d to 
him, that he went to Scone, and was 
there crown'd ; after which the Peo- 
= in general came over to his Side. 
ut King Edward ſending the Earl 
of Pembroke with an Army againſt 
him, he was twice defeated, and 
forc'd to retire to one of the He- 
brides, and there wait for a more fa- 
vourable Conjuncture. Edward af- 
terwards arriving in Scotland, with 
a numerous Army, found the Work 
already done to his Hands; what 
was left for him to do, was to 
puniſh the Friends and Adherents 
of Bruce, which he did in a very 
ſevere and cruel Manner, beheading 
three of his Brothers, and hanging 
other great Men, and ſcarce pardon- 
ing any that fell into his Hands. 
Then returning, he did one very 
commendable Thing ; he baniſh'd 
Gaweſton, as a Corruptor of the 
young Prince, and made the Prince 
ſwear never to recal him. 
Bruce had now an Opportunity to 
come out of his Retirement, and 
having ſoon drawn together a good 
Number of 'Troeps, he attack'd the 
Earl of Pembroke, whom the King 
had left his General in Scotland, and 
obtain'd a ſignal Victory, taking the 
Earl himſelf Priſoner ; after which 
he f ws ſeveral other Advantages, 
and took many ſtrong Places, 
Edward was now ſo exaſpera- 


Confec 


ted againſt the Scote, that he re- 
ſolved to deſtroy them without Mer- 


cy, and made vaſt Preparations to 
pa: his Deſign in Execution. But 
eaven prevented him: For he was 
ſcarce come to Carliſſe, where he 
had one of the fineſt Armies Eng- 
land had ever ſeen, but he was 
ſciz'd with a Diſtemper, which 75 
pu 


his Son 
Scotlan 
his Boi 
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an End to his Life. He caus'd 

amſelf to be carried by eaſy Jour- 
neys towards & cotland, being fondly 
defirous of dying in a Country he 
had thrice conquer d. But being 
come to Burgh upon the Sands, in 
Cumberland, he there died, on the 
ſeventh of July, 1307, aged fixty- 
eight Years, having reign'd thirty- 
four Years, ſeven Months, and twen- 
ty Days.. His Corps was carried to 
Weſtminfler, and depoſited by that 
of Henry his Father. When he was 
near his End, he earneſtly preſs'd 
his Son to proſecute the War with 
Scotland, and advis'd him to carry 
his Bones at the Head of his Army, 
aſſuring him the Rebels could newer 
fand the Sight of thrm. He order'd 
him to ſend his Heart to the Holy- 
Land, with 32,0007. for the Main- 
tenance of the Holy-Sepulchre: And 
commanded him never to recal Ga- 
Geſtion. 

His Perſon was graceful, taller by 
the Head than the Generality of 
Men, and would have been perfectly 
well-ſhap'd, if his Legs had not been 
a little too long for the reſt of his 
Body: Whence he had the Surname 
of Long-Shanks. He was a Prince of 
2 ſolid Judgment and great Penetra- 
tion, was prudent, valiant, juſt, tem- 
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te and chaſte, had the Love and 
ſteem of his Subjects; and Eng/and 
has been a great Gainer by his Ad- 
miniſtration. The Conſtitution of 
Parliament, ſuch as it is at this Day, 
was ſo well eſtabliſh'd in his Reign, 
that an additional Law was made to 


the Great Charter, which enacted, 


that no Tax ſhould be levied upon 
the People, without the Conſent of 
the Commons. Tho' he acquir'd great 
military Glory in the Scotch War, 
yet his whole Behaviour in relation 
to that Kingdom, is the greateſt Ble- 
miſh upon his Character. 

He had by Eleanor of Caſtile, four 
Sons and nine Daughters, but Ed- 
ward, his Succeſſor, was the only one 
of the Sons that ſurviv'd him. By 
Margaret of France, his ſecond Wife, 
he had two Sons, and a Daughter. 
Eleanor his firſt Queen died in 1291, 
in Memory of whom he erected a 
Croſs, wherever her Corps reſted in the 
Way from Lincolnſhire to Weſtminſter, 

The Title of Baron was, in this 
Reign, confined to ſuch as the King 
call'd to Parliament, which before 


was common to all who held Lands 


of the Crown. 85 

Matthew of Weiflminfter, a Bene- 
diftine Monk, wrote his Hiſtory of 
England in this Reign. 
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ARNE DARD II. ſur- 
named / Caernar- 


A 
- 8 WS of his Birth, was a- 
Fo bout two and twenty 

PAGES) Ycars old, when he 
-Jucceeded his Father, the great King 
Edward I. No Prince ever aſcended 
the Throne under more favourable 
Circumſtances, eſpecially if we con- 
der the perfect Tranquillity and 
Harmony then ſubſiſting in the Na- 
tion, and his being the Son of ſo 
umverſally eſteem'd a Father; and 
no. Prince ever made a worle Uſe 
of them. He had, beſides, the Ad- 
Vantage of being one of the hand- 
fomeſt Men of his Age, his Stature 
noble, his Mien perfectly agreeable, 
his Preſence majcſtick : But thro? 
the whole Courſe of his Reign it 
appear'd, that the Endowments of 
His Mind bore no Proportion to his 
bodily Perfections; that he was in- 
fatuated to the laſt Degree of Weak- 
neſs ; that he had neither Courage, 
Judgment nor Foreſight ; that he was 


WA from the Place 
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| © wholly govern'd by his unreaſonable 
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Paſſions; and in ſhort, that he was 
entirely deſtitute of all thoſe Quali- 
ties, which are neceſſary to form a 
great Man, or a good Prince. 

No ſooner was his Father dead, 
even before he had perform'd the 
laſt Offices to him, but contrary to 
his laſt Command, and the Oath 
he had taken to him, he recall'd his 
Favourite Gawveſton, a Native of Ga/- 
cony, and the Debaucher of his 
Vouth; and was ſo unreaſonably 
fond of heaping Favours upon him, 
that he immediately became the rich- 
eſt and moſt powerful Lord of the 
Kingdom. It ſeem'd as if Edward 
wanted to be King only to have it 
in his Power to advance this Fa- 
vourite, whom he was pleas'd to {cc 
act as King, whilſt he himſelf was 
content to be his humble Slave. And 
never did Miniſter make a more in- 
ſolent Uſe of his Power than (La- 
veſton, 

The only Thing, in which Ed. 
ward was forward to obey his Fa- 
ther, was to conſummate his Mar- 
riage with //abel/a of France, Daugh- 

ter 


| 


+ 
* 
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over. to Boulogne for this Purpoſe, 


rhere the Nuptials were ſolemnized 
wich the utmoſt Magnificence, in 


the Preſence of four Kings, namely, 


thoſe of France, Navarre, Almaing, 


and Sicily. During his Abſence, 


politick, as to appoint the odious 
Gave Guarqfan of the Realm, 
with an unlimited Authority; which 
ſo exaſperated the. Barons, that they 


enter'd into a League to prevent 


his Coronation upon his Return. He 
being in no Condition to oppoſe 
them, promis d in the next Parlia 
ment to 
reaſonably deſire; with which being 
fatisfy'd for the preſent, the Coro- 
nation was performed by the Biſhop 
of Wincheſter, on Feb. 24, 1308. As 
here we have the firſt perfect 6g 
of a Coronation Oath, it may be 
p to inſert its eſpecially, as it 
Kill ſhew, that Magna Charta was 
not the Original Claim, but only a 
Confirmation of the antient Liberties 
of the People. 

Biſhop” of Winchefter. Sir, Vill 
you keep and confirm by your Oath to 
the People of England, the Laws e- 
fabliſb d by the pious Kings your Pre- 
decefſors; and particularly, the Laws, 
Cuſtoms, and Liberties, granted to the 
Clergy and People by the glorious 
K. Edward your Predeceſſor! 

King. Iwill, and promiſe it. 

Biſhop. Sir, 1/71] you preſerve to 
God, to Holy Church, to the Clergy 
and People, the Peace of God, fully 
and to the utmoſt of your Power ? 

King. Iwill. 

Biſhop. Sir, Will you cauſe to be 
obſerved in all your Judgments, Right 
and Fuſtice with Diſcretion, in Mercy 
and in Truth, as far as you are able? 

King. 7 will. 

Biſhop.. Sir, Vill you promiſe to 
keep and cauſe to be kept the Laws 
and Statutes that the 
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ter of Philip the Fair. He went 


which was bit ſhort, he was ſo im 


grant them all they could 
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and will you defend” and protect them 
to the utmoſt of your Poxver ? 

King. 7 do promiſe it. 


This Oath was no ſooner taken 
| than broken. 
Power, had the whole Ad- 
Win in his Hands, and go- 


raveſton was con- 


nan abſolute Sway. At 
the fame Time, he fill'd the Court 
with nes, Buffoons and Para- 
ſites, was proud and inſolent to the 
laſt and fo ridiculouſly vain, 
as to affeßt to wearthe King's Jewels, 


and even the Crown, which Edward 


took a Pleaſure in letting him do. 
He would alſo inſult the beſt of the 
Nobility, paſſing bitter Jeſts -upon 
them, and giving them Nick-Names. 
All this increas'd the Hatred of the 
Lords againſt him, and they brought 
the Parliament into their League, 
who ſo peremptorily demanded Ga- 


veſton's Baniſhment, that the King 


durſt not oppoſe it. However he 
delay'd it as long as he could, and 
m the mean Time continued to hea 

Favours on him without any — 
or Decency; and when he was forc'd 


at laſt to part with him, he did it 


in ſuch a Manner as to ſnew his great 


Affection to him, by making him 


Governor of lre/and, However he 
was ſoon recall'd, and behav'd as 
inſolently as ever. By the vigorous 
Meaſures of the Barons, who com- 
pell'd the King to place the Re- 
ney of the Government in the 

ands of one and twenty Lords, 
(call'd Ordainers) choſen by Parlia- 


ment, Cave was baniſh'd a ſe- 
cond Time; but was as ſoon recall'd + 


as before. And now the Earl of 


Lancaſter, Grandſon to Henry III. 


by his Son Edmund, enter'd into a 
cloſe Confederacy with *the Earls of 
Warwick, Pembroke, Arundel, Here- 


ford, Warren, the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, and many other Biſhops and 


Barons; who unanimouſly reſolved 


mmunity of to take Arms, and choſe the Earl of 


Jour, Kingdom ſhall judge fit to enact, . 3a their General. They then 
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diſpers'd themſel ves into ſeveral Parts 
of the Kingdom to raiſe Forces, and 
with the utmoſt Expedition drew to- 
gether a great Body of Troops. In 
the mean Time Edward, tho' he 
could not be ignorant of theſe Pro- 
ceedings, appear'd quite indolent and 
unconcern'd, and was taking his Di- 
verſions at York, where he was with 
his Favourite. The Confederates 
marched directly for that Place in 
order to ſurprize him; but upon No- 
tice of their Approach, he retir'd to 


Meucaſtle, and not thinking himſelf 


fafe there, left it in Haſte, and ſhut 
himſelf up, with Gawefton, in Scar- 
borough-Caftl: ; from whence he went 
into Warwick/hire to raiſe Troops, 
but it was now too late. The Ba- 
vons entered Newcaſtle the Day the 
King had left it, and ſeiz'd his and 
Gawveſton's rich Equipages, which in 
their Hurry they had left behind. The 
King left Gaweſton in Scarborough- 
Caſtle, as thinking he was there moſt 
ſecure: But the Barons laying Siege 
to it, it ſurrendered in a few Days. 
Gavſton had capitulated to ſee the 
King, and be tried by his Peers; 
which was promis'd him; and the 
King wrote to the Confederates for 
that Purpoſe, and conjur'd them to 
ſpare Gawe/ton's Life : But he was 
carried off to Warwick-Caſtle, by the 
Earl of Warwick, and there, after a 
haſty Trial, beheaded. 

The King was exceedingly in- 
eens'd at this violent Proceeding, 
but had it not in his Power to re- 
venge it. He was purſu'd by the 
Barons, and retir'd to London ; where 
thinking himſelf not ſafe, he went 
to Canterbury. Shortly after, an Ac- 
commodation was effected by Means 
of the Pope's Nuncio, the Earl of 
Ewreux, and the Earl of Glouceſter ; 


and Peace was reſtor'd in the Year 


1313; in which Year, the Queen 


brought the King a Son, who was 


named Edward. 
We muſt now go a little back, 


EDWARD II. 


and take a ſhort View of the Af. 


= of — which was growing 
| ſtronger every Day, 
wilt Z ngland was weaken' 4 


by in- 
teſtine Broils and Commotions. King 
Robert Bruce, who deſerves the Ti- 
tle of the Reſtorer of the Scorch Mo- 
narchy, having ſuppreſs'd the ſevera! 
Factions, had brought all his Sub- 
jects to unite in throwing off the 
Engliſh Yoke, and happily ſucceed- 
ed in his Deſign. The Scors had 
Reaſon to fear the worſt when EA 
ward I. died. Immediately after, 
Edward II. marched as far as Dum- 
fries, and ſtruck a Terror into the 
whole Nation. But their Hopes 
were reviv'd, when, leaving his Ar- 
my under the Command of John 
Comin, a Scotch Lord, he return'd 
all on a ſudden to England, to meet 
Gaweſton, and marry the Princeſs 
1/abella., Soon after which, the Eng- 
li under Comin were ſhamefully 
defeated by King Robert, and again 
by Edward Bruce, his Brother, in 
the County of Galloway. Edward 
upon this, as averſe as he was to 
War, march'd a great Army into 
Scotland, in 1308, but was forc'd 
to return for Want of Subfiſtence, 
which the Enemy had wiſely taken 
care to carry off or deſtroy. 'The 
Diſputes afterwards about Gaweſtor, 
gave Bruce an Opportunity to make 
farther Progreſs. He enter d Eng- 
land twice, and return'd with great 
Booty. He recover'd ſeveral ſtrong 
Places from the Exgliſb, and the / 
of Man ſubmitted to him. In 1313, 
he ſent Edward his Brother to be 
ſiege Sterling, the ſtrongeſt Place in 
Scotland, and the only one that re- 
mained in the Hands of the Eng/:/>. 
After a brave Defence, the Gover- 
nor capitulated to ſurrender the'Town 
in a Year, if it was not reliev'd be- 
fore. 

In the mean Time King Edzvar, 
at the Head of an hundred thou- 
ſand Men, enter'd Scotland, and ad- 
4 vanced 
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vanced within View of Sterling; 
where Robert waited his Coming at 
the Head of thirty thouſand. And 
now was fought the ever memora- 
ble Battle of Banockbourn, ( Fune 25, 
1314.) in which, notwithſtanding 
the t Inequality of Numbers, 
the Frghf Army was totally rout- 
ed, with a moſt dreadful Slaugh- 
ter. The Engliſb make the Num- 
ber of the Slain ten thouſand. In 
all Probability they were a vaſt 
many more. The Scorch Writers 
raiſe them to fifty thouſand. 'The 
Earl of Glouceſter, a great many other 
Lords, and above ſeven hundred 
Knights, lay dead on the Field of 
Battle. Edward haſtily retreated in- 
to England with the Remains of his 
ſhatter'd Army, and Scotland after 
this had Peace for ſeveral Years. 
This Peace indeed was only on 
the Side of the Scots, who, after the 
Victory at Banockbourn, had no Ene- 
my to oppoſe them; but Bruce con- 
tinued to make ſeveral Incurſions 
into England, and ravag'd the Bor- 
ders in a terrible Manner. Edward's 
Affairs were at ſo low an Ebb, that 
he intreated the Pope to interpoſe 
his Authority to procure him a 
Peace. The Pope comply'd, and 
ſent his Legates to publiſh a Truce 
for two Years, till a Plan of Peace 


could be ſettled; upon Pain of Ex- 


communication to thoſe who refus'd 
it. Edward readily accepted it, but 
Bruce paid ſo little Regard to it, 
that he beſieg'd and took Berwick. 
Edward attempted to recover it, but 
was ſoon oblig'd to raiſe the Siege; 
and afterwards the two Years Truce 
was agreed upon between the two 
Kingdoms. About four Years after, 
d. in 1323, King Edvard having 


got the better of his Barons, march'd 


is Army into Scotland ; but for Want 
of Proviſions was forced once more 
to retreat, Nobert purſu'd him ſo 
cloſely, that he overtook him at 
Blackmare, where Edward's Bag- 
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gage fell into his Hands, and he 


narrowly eſcap'd being taken Priſon- 


er. The Engljþ Army being diſ- 


pers'd, Robert march'd on, ravag'd 


the Country to the very Walls of 
York, and then return'd laden with 
Spoils. Having thus humbled King 

dward, he at laſt agreed to a 
Trace for thirteen Years, 

Thus much for the Affairs of 
Scotland in this Reign. Let us now 
return home, and {ce how Matters 
were carried after Gawe/ton's Death, 
and the Accommodation between 
the King and his Barons. Tho' the 
Difference was outwardly made up, 
the mutual Hatred ſtill remain'd, 
and increas'd every Day. The King 
was wholly poſſeſs'd with the Deſire 
of Revenge, which he maniteſted 
on all Occaſions, particularly againſt 
the Earl of Lancaſter, the Chief of 
the late Confederacy, and the Fa- 
vourite of the People. This put 
the Barons upon forming new Pro- 
jets. They preſented a Petition con- 


taining a long Liſt of Grievances, : 


and demanded a ſpeedy Redreſs; 
which the King evading, they re- 
ſolv'd to take L and were juſt 
upon the Point of coming to a Rup- 
ture; when Matters were again made 
up, by Means of the Pope's Nuncio, 
and ſome Lords of a more moderate 
Diſpoſition, in 1318. 5 

But Things did not remain long 
in this Situation. The Lords, ever 
jealous of the King and thoſe about 
his Perſon, found Means to intro- 
duce into Court, a young Gentle- 
man, named Hugh Spencer, and got 
him made High-Chamberlain, that 
he might be a Spy upon the King, 
and 3 them of what paſs'd at 
Court. But he, by the Advice of 


his Father, of the ſame Name, and, 


his own Inclination, ſoon found th 
Art of inſinuatin 


the King's Affection, that from a 
Spy, he became his Confident, and 

in 
his 


poſſeſs d the Place of Gaveſlon 
L 2 . ; 


himſelf ſo ints 
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his Heart. Being thus become the 
Favourite of his Sovereign, he made 
as bad a Uſe of his Power, as ever 
Gaweſtin did; and rag got his 
Father niade Earl of Wincheſter, 
theſe two Miniſters had now the 
whole Management of Affairs in 
their Hands, and did every Thing, 
that their Pride, Avarice, Ambiti- 


on or Revenge could ſuggeſt. This 


caus'd great Murmuring and Diſ- 
content in the Nation, and the Earl 


of Lancaſter with Eaſe form'd a 


ſtrong Party againſt the two Fa- 
Wurites. The Aſſociation was re- 
newed, the Barons levy'd Troops 
with great Expedition, and Roger 
Mortimer was ' ſent to plunder the 


Lands of the Spencers; who diſcharg'd 


his Commiſſion with the utmoſt Ri- 
gour and Severity. The Barons be- 
ing thus in a Condition to ſtand their 
Ground, ſo vigorouſly petitioned for 
the Removal of the Spencers, that 
the King durſt not oppoſe their De- 
mands : And the Parliament being 
met, paſs'd an Act for their Baniſh- 
ment ; which was accordingly put in 
Execution. 5 

But Matters ſoon took another 
Turn by Means of the Queen, who 
before uſed to act the Part of a 
Mediator between the King and the 
Barons. Having receiv'd ſome Af- 
front from the Governor of Leeds, 
which belong' d to one of the Aſſoci- 
ated Barons, ſhe ſo ſpurr'd on the 
King to Revenge againſt their whole 
Body, that under Pretence of puniſh- 
ing one private Perſon (as he gave 
out by Proclamation, in order to re- 


move the Fears of the People) he 


rais'd an Army, beſieg'd and took 
the Caſtle of Leeds, and hang'd u 

the Governor ; and then turn'd his 
Arms againſt the whole Body of 
the Confederates. He took War- 
avick-Caftle and ſome others, and 
then thinking himſelf ſtrong enough 
to ſtand againſt all his Oppoſers, he 


recall d the two Spencers, who ceas d 


EDWARD II. 


not to ſtir him up to farther Re- 
venge. Moſt of the Confederate Ba- 
rons threw themſelves upon the 
. Mercy. As to thoſe who 
out, many of them were put 
to Death, ſome fled the Kingdom, 
and others were impriſon'd ; among 
whom was Mortimer, whom the 
Spencers confin'd in the Tower. The 
Earl of Lancaſter, with what Troops 
he could raiſe; retir'd into the North, 
in order to join the Scots; but being 
purſu'd, was taken and beheaded at 
Pontefract. Nine Lords of his Party 
were executed at 7or4, and others in 
other Parts of the Kingdom : And 
never had ſo much Eng Blood 
been ſpilt on the Scaffold fince the 
Norman Conqueſt. But we ſhall ſoon 
ſee how theſe Barbarities were re- 
taliated upon the Spencers, and upon 
the King himſelf; of which alſo the 
2 y an unexpected Turn of 
Affairs, was the chief Inſtrument. 
The Spencers having got rid of 
the Earl of Lancaſter and ſeveral 
Lords of his Party, exercis'd their 
exorbitant Power without any Con- 
troul, and in the King's Name did 
whatever they pleas'd. But thei 
Revenge was not yet thoroughly ſa- 
tiated, whilſt the Biſhops of Lincola 
and Hereford, and Roger Mortimer, 
were ſtill alive. They endeayour'd 
to get the two former condemn'd as 
Traitors in the King's Court; but 
the whole Body of the Clergy op- 
poſing it, as a Violation of their 
ights, the Judges durſt not pro- 
nounce the Senteffte. However, 
this Attempt againſt their Lives fill'd 
them with Reſentment, and an Op- 
portunity ſoon offer d for their tak 
ing a full Revenge. Roger Mortimer 
was twice condemn'd to die, and 
twice pardon'd, by Means of a 
pe Interceſſion with the King. 
owever, he was ſentenc'd to 
2 Impriſonment, but found 
Means to eſcape into France. The 
Spencers knew it was the . 
whe 
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full Revenge upon Mortimer. All 
agree that ſhe was in Love with 
him, and her ſcandalous Familiarity 
with him afterwards made it too 
plainly appear. The Spencers there 
fore took all Opportunities to morti- 
fy her, inſomuch that ſhe complained 
of it to Charles King of France her 
Brother, and was Fully bent upon 
ſeeking * & in her Turn, tho' 
to the Ruin of the King her Huſ- 
band. 

An Opportunity ſoon offer'd, by 
ſome Diſputes between Charles of 
France and Eduard, about Guienne. 
Ambaſſadors were firſt diſpatch'd in- 
to France to bring Matters to an 
Accommodation. But it being ſig- 
nify'd to Edward, that if the 3 
went over, ſhe would ſoon bring 
her Brother to hearken to reaſona- 
ble Terms, ſhe was accordingly de- 
ſir d to go over to France; from 
whence ſhe never return'd till ſhe 
came with an armed Force. This 
was not a Contrivance of the Spen- 
cers to get rid of the Queen, as ſome 


have thought, but the Propoſal came 


from the Court of France, and very 
likely at the Deſire of the Qucen 
herſelf. Neither the King, nor the 
Spencers perceiv'd the 1 
and fo ſwallowed the fatal Bait. 
Queen //abel/a's Deſigns were not 
diſcover'd for ſome Time ; ſhe muſt 
firſt have the young Prince her Son 
over with her. Jo effect this, and 
to cover her real Intentions, ſhe ne- 
- a Sort of Treaty with the 
ing her Brother, one Article of 
which was, that King Edward ſhould 
do Homage in Perſon for Guienne; 
and he was actually making Prepa- 
rations to go over. The Spencers 
did not like this, fearing ſome Com- 
motions might be rais'd in his Ab- 


ſence. However, an Expedient was 


found out, whether in France or in 

England,” moſt probably in France, 

a e them from this Uneaſi- 
- : 
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| who hinder'd them from taking a 


neſs, as they could not ſee the De- 
gn of it. It was hinted to the 

ing, that if he would give up to 
Edward his Son, Guienne and Pon- 
thieu, Charles would accept of the 
Homage of the young Prince, and 
reſtore to him the Places he was to 
deliver up by the late Treaty. This 
Bait was alſo ſwallowed, and the 
young Prince was ſent over. This 
was all that J/abe/la wanted, and the 
King ſaw his Error when it was too 
late. He then ſei Letter after Let- 
ter, commanding the Queen to re- 
turn with her Son; but ſhe always 
made ſome Excuſe or other, and was 
all the while carrying on a Plot to 
dethrone the King her Huſband. 
After the Arrival of the Prince, all 
the Exglih who had taken Refuge 
in France, or had been baniſhed, 
came in to her; among whom was 
Roger Mortimer, who became her 
chief Counſellor. However the King 
her Brother might under-hand en- 
courage and aſſiſt her, he did not 
care to a& openly in it. She muſt 
therefore have recourſe to the Earl 
of Hainault, and to engage him 
in her Intereſt, conckides a Trea- 
ty of Marriage between his Daugh»* 
ter Philippa and Prince Edvard, 
without the Conſent of the King: 
And having got a Body of Troops, 
ſhe mba] and landed in Eng- 
land, on Sept. 22, 1326, truſting. 
more to her Friends in the King- 
dom, to whom ſhe had, in all likeli- 
hood, communicated her Deſign be- 
fore ſhe went over, than to the For- 


ces ſhe. brought with her. Accord- 


ingly ſhe was no ſooner landed, but 
ſhe was joined by Henny of Lan- 
caſter, Brother to the late Earl, the 
Biſhops of Hereford and Lincoln, and 


| ſeveral! other Lords; and the Ene- 


mies of the Spencers were ſo diligent 

in raiſing Troops, that her Arm 

ſoon grew very numerous, and ſtru 

a Terror into all who had any 

Mind to ſerve the King. Being 
L 3 there- 
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therefore deſerted by all, he en- 
deavour'd to retire to Veland, but 
was drove back on the Coaſt of 
Wales, and conceal'd himſelf in the 
Abbey of Neath. He had left Spen- 
cer the Father in Briſtol, which being 
ſoon taken, the old Man was imme- 
diately hung up in his Armour with- 
out any Formality. The City of 
London declared for the Queen, and 
the Biſhop of Exeter, who endea- 
vour'd to keep it for the King, was 
beheaded by the Populace. Prince 
Edward was now declar'd Guardian 
of the Realm: And Search being 
made for the King, he was ſoon 
found where he lay conceal'd, hav- 
ing with him only young Spercer, 
Chancellor Ba/dock, Simon de Reading, 
and a few Domeſticks, every bod 
elſe having deſerted him. With theſe 
the unhappy King was conducted to 
Meormouth-Caftle, and the Biſhop of 
Hereford was ſent to demand the 
Great Seal of him; which he de- 
liver d up for the Queen and Prince 
to make uſe of it as they thought 
fit. This was his laſt Act of Au- 
thority, ſhortly after which he was 
conducted to Kene/worth. 

The Queen having got the Great 
Seal, called a Parliament in the im- 
priſon'd King's Name : But before 
it met, ſhe cauſed Spencer to be 
hang'd on a Gibbet fifty Foot high, 
and Simon de Reading on one, ten 
Foot lower. The Parliament being 
met in January, 1327, unanimouſly 
reſolved, That the King ſhould be 
depos'd, and Eazvard his Son made 
King in his Room, The Subſtance 
of the Charge exhibited againſt him, 
was, that he had not govern'd accord- 
ing to the Laws of the Land ; that he 
had made uſe of evil Counſellors, 
and had rejected the Advice of his 
faithful Subjects; in ſhort, that he 
was incapable of governing, and 
that he was found incorrigible, 
and without Hopes of Amendment. 


Prince Edward was immediately 
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roclaim'd in Weftminfler-Hall, b 
Fe Name of Educ IT. BY 
the rous young Prince vow- 
ing he would not accept of the 
Crown without his Father's Con- 
ſent, x was thought neceſſary to 
ſend Co 
King ta reſign it to his Son. The 
Biſhops of Lixcoln and Hereford being 
ſent before to prepare him for it, 
when the Commiſſioners arriv'd, the 
unhappy King came out of his 

oom in a mourning Habit, and 
was ſo mov'd at the C 
that he fainted away. Being come 
to himſelf, they repreſented to him 
the ill Conſequences that might at- 
tend his refuſing to comply with 
what they came about. Upon which 
this unfortunate Prince, with a me- 
lancholy Air, ſubmitted to all that 
was requir'd of him, acknowleds- 
ing his Sins to be the Caufe of 
his Mifortunes. He expreſs'd his 
Grief at the Averſion his People 
had againſt him, and at the ſame 
Time his Obligation for the Reſpet 
they had ſhewn to his Son. He then 
deliver d into their Hands, the 
Crown, Scepter, and other Enſigns 
of Royalty; which done, Judge 
Truſjel made uſe of this Form of 
Words, which was entirely new, 
there having been no Precedent of 
the like Nature: / William Truflel, 
Procurater of the Prelates, Earl;, 
Barons, and People, in my Procuracy 
named, having for this full and ſuff- 
cient Power, do furrender unto you 
Edward, late King of England, the 
Homage and Fealty of the Perſons 
aforeſaid, and do arquit the ſame, 
in the beſt Manner the Law and Cu/- 
tom can give it; and do make this 
Proteſtation in the Name of all tho: 
that will not be in your Fealty or 
Allegiance for the future, nor claim 
or hold any Thing of you as King, but 
account you &s & private Perſon, uith- 
out any Manner of Royal Dignity. 
Upon which, Sir Thomas Blunt, the 

| High- 


mmiſſioners to oblige the 


ight of them, 
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High · Steward broke his Staff, and 
declar'd all the King's Officers diſ- 
charg'd. Thus ended the Reign of 
Edward II. (Jan. 20, 1327.) in its 
twentieth Year, and the forty third of 
his Age; of whom it may be ſaid, 
that his Ruin was more owing to his 
Weakneſs than his Wickedneis. He 
was a Prince of ſo little Capacity, 
that he could not diſtinguiſh between 
what was for his Advantage, and what 
was prejudicial to his Intereſt. He 
follow'd his Humour, without con- 
cerning himſelf about the Conſe- 
quences, .and without being able to 
remedy the Evils he brought upon 
himſelf by ſo doing. In a Word, 
he was exceedingly. like his Grand- 
father Henry III. and had not Ca- 

city enough to follow the good 

xample of his Father. Befides Ed. 
guard who ſucceeded him, he had 
another Son, call'd Joh of Eltham ; 
and two Daughters, Joanna marri- 
ed to David King of Scots, and 
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Eleanor, Wife of the Duke of Guelatr. 

In this Reign there was the moſt 
terrible Earthquake that had ever 
been felt in Exgland, and a dread- 
ful Famine, which laſted three Years, 
and deſtroy'd a vaſt Number of 
People. "Tis ſaid, that not only- 
the moſt loathſom Animals were 
uſed for Food, but that Men, par- 
ticularly the Priſoners, devour'd one 
another. During this Time, the 
brewing any fort of Beer was pro- 
hibited on Pain of Death, that the 
Corn which uſed to be conſum'd 
that Way, might be apply'd to the 
making of Bread. This Period is 
alſo famous for the total Suppreſſion 
of the Order of Knights-1emplars, 
not only in England, but all over 
Chriſtendom. This was ſaid to be 
owing to their enormous Vices. 
Their Eſtates were afligned to the 
Hoſpitallers, or Knights of St. John 
, 3 now call'd Knights of 

alta. * 
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PON the forc'd Re- 
ſignation of the old 
ing, the Prince his 
Son was again pro- 
claim'd, on Jan. 20, 
1327, by the Name 
of Edward III. and 
was crown'd at Veſtminſtir on the 
26th, being then in the fourteenth 
Year of his Age. 'The Beginning 
of his Reign was ſo unhappy, that 
the People did not think they had 
chang*d much for the better. This 
was not owing to the King, who 
was a Prince of uncommon Capa- 
city and Penetration for his Age, 
but to the 2 Mother, a Woman 
of ſtrong Paſſions, and her Favourite 
Mortimer, a Man of more Preſump- 
tion, and leſ Ability than the Spen- 
ters. For tho' the Parliament had 
N twelve Regents during the 
ing*s Minority, yet ſabella, havin 
the Power in her own Hands, ſeiz 
the Government, and manag'd the 
Affairs of the Kingdom as ſhe and 
Mortimer thought fit. He was her 
Prime Miniſter, and ated more like 


a Sovereign then a Subject, diſpoſing 
of all Offices, and of the publick 
Revenue, according to his Pleaſure : 
And by his Pride, Arrogance and 
Cruelty, ſoon became as odious to 
the Nation, as ever Gaveſton or the 
Spencers had been. 

To paſs by the many State Arti- 
fices of this intriguing Queen and 
her inſolent Miniſter, let us ſee how 
Matters ſtood with Scotland at the 
Beginning of this Reign. King Roben 
Bruce, thinking to take Advantage 
of King Edward's Minority, broke 
the Truce with the Eugliſb, and ſent 
the Earl of Murray and Sir James 
Deuglas at the Head of twenty 
thouſand Men, to ravage the Coun- 
ties bordering on Scotland. Edavard 
hearing of this was fir'd with an 
ardent Defire of taking Revenge, 
and fignalizing himſelf in the De- 
fence of his Country. Thoſe who 
N in his Name, tho' they 

id not like the War, could not with 
Safety to themſelves fit down quiet 
under ſuch an Inſult. An Army of 
ſixty. thouſand Men, including the 


Hainaultcrs 


Halnaulier lately brought over, was 
therefore drawn together ; which be- 
ing come to York, juſt as the King 
was going to head them, a Quarrel 
\roſe between the Egli and Hain- 
:ulters, which came to Blows, and 
a great deal of Blood was {pilt. This 


occaſion d alonger Stay at Tork then 


was convenient, and in the mean 
Time the Scots paſs d the Tyne be- 
tween Carliſle and Newcaſtle, and 
ravag'd the Country on this Side 
the River. This haſten'd the King's 
Departure, but the Scots had made 
ſuch quick Marches, that the Egli 
could not come up with them, nor 
find them out. It was therefore re- 


ſolv'd to paſs the Due, to wait for 


them in their Return home; but 
Edward had no ſooner done this, but 
he was forc'd to come back again 
for Want of Subſiſtence. And after 
this, when he got Intelligence of 
the Scorch Army, and march'd in 
order to fight them, they had ſo 
poſted themſelves, that he could not 
come at them, to give them Battle, 
And fo he return'd to York, exceed- 
ingly mortify'd at his Diſappoint- 
ment in this Expedition. 

The late King was all this while 
a cloſe Priſoner in Kenelluorth- 
Caſtle, His harſh and cruel Treat- 
ment began to raiſe gs ge in 
the People, and Henry of Lancaſter, 
who had the Cuſtody of him, re- 
lented ſo far as to entertain Thoughts 
of freeing him from his Confine- 
ment. This alarm'd the Queen and 
Mortimer, who even ſuſpected that 
he had a Deſign to reſtore the old 
King. They therefore reſolved to 
diſcharge Lancaſter, and to appoint 
the impriſon'd King ſuch Keepers as 
they could beſt conhde in. 
Maltrevers, and Sir Thomas Gurney, 
two Men of a brutiſh Diſpoſition, 
were the Perſons they fix d upon, to 
put their wicked Deſigns in Execu- 
tion. They were in Hopes that the 


Sir John 
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with from them, would ſoon cauſe 
him to end his Days with Grief, 


= 
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Vexation and Fatigue. They were 


order d to remove him from Rune. 
worth to Berkley-Caftie. And when 
their barbarous and inhuman Uſage 


of him in the Journey, and after- 
wards, did- not anſwer their End, 


they receiv*d expreſs Orders to put 


the miſerable King to Death. No 
ſooner had the Rufhans receiv'd theſe 
helliſh Inſtructions, but they put 
them in Execution with unparallel'd 
Cruelty. They enter'd the King's 
Room when he was in Bed, clapt a 
Pillow upon his Face to prevent his 
crying out, thruſt a Pipe up his 


Fundament, that no Scar might ap- 


pear, and thro? it run a red-hot Iron 
into his Bowels ; in which exquiſite 
Torture he expired, about eight 


Months after he had been depos'd. 


The Wretches who perpetrated this 
horrid Murder came to miſerable 
Ends, Gurney dying abroad by the 
Hands of the Executioner, and Mal- 


trovers periſhing in Exile; and we. 


ſhall ſoon ſee how divine Vengeance 
5 thoſe who ſet them to work. 


he Body of this unfortunate Prince 


was buried in a private Manner in 
the Abby -Church at Gloucefter, where 
the King his Son (Who at firſt was 
made to believe his Father nad died 
a natural Death) ſome Years after 
erected a ſtately Monument. 

In 1328, the young King's Mar- 
riage with Philippa of Hainault was 
ſolemniz'd. And the ſame Year, by 
the Advice of 1/abe//a and Mortimer, 
a moſt diſhonourable Treaty of Peace 
(at leaſt in the Opinion of the Na- 
tion) was made with Scotland; King 
Edward renouncing all his Pretenſi- 
ons to that Kingdom, and the Prin- 
ceſs Joanna his Siſter being given in 
Marriage to Prince David, the King 
of Scotlaud's Son. 
Mortimer, as a Reward for his pre- 
tended Service in this Affair, Was 


liament. 


cruel Treatment he ſhould ie created Earl of March, in full Par- 
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Fament. The brave Robert Bruce, 
the Scot? King, died ſoon after his 
making this advantageous Peace, and 
left bis Crown to his Son David, 
then about eight Vears old. 

The Queen-Mother and Mortimer, 
by their whole Management, made 
themſelves more and more odious 
to the Nation. And the Earl of 
Lancafter, the Earl of Kent the 
King's Uncle, and ſome other Lords, 
began to take Meaſures to pull them 
down, They enter'd into an Aſſo- 
ciation, and publiſh'd a Manifeſto, 


containing the Motives of their tak- | 


ing Arms. But Jabella and Morti- 
mer fo manag'd Matters with the 
King, 2 ing him that the De- 
ſign of the Malecontents in taking 
Arms was to diſpoſſeſs him of his 
Crown, that he began to make vi- 
orous Preparations againſt them. 
Which might have been attended 
with i Conſequences, if the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury had not per- 
ſuaded the Queen to come to an 
Accommodation, by artfully hinting 
to her, that the nifeſto of the 
Malecontents was fo plauſible, that 
there was Danger of the whole Na- 
Hon's ſiding with them. As the 
* was not yet ſtrong enough, 
the Lords thought fit to accept of 
a Pardon. And ſo the Queen and 
her Favourite as yet ſtood their 
Ground; but they retain'd a ſtron 
- Reſentment in their Hearts avainſl 
- theſe Lords, and the Earl of Kent 
tell a Sacrifice, not long after, to 
their Treachery and Malice. 

In the mean Time an Affair hap- 
en d in France, which, join'd with 
d&ward"'s Ambition, gave Riſe to 

the chief Buſineſs of this Reign, and 
brought France to the very Brink 
at Deſtruction. This was the Death 
of Charles the Fair, Queen 1/abella's 
Brother, without Iſſue Male. But 
as he left his Queen Joanna big 
with Child, the firſt Diſpute was 
about the Regency till ſhe ſhould 
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be deliver d. King Edward laid 
Claim to it, as Neo and neareſt 
Relation to Charles. But Philip 4. 
Valus, Couſin-German to the de- 


ceas d King, maintain'd, that as the 


Salick Law excluded the Females 
and their Deſcendants, as he thought, 
from the Succeſſion to the Crown, 


they conſequently had no Right to 


the Regency. The Matter was de- 
cided by the Peers of Fronce in Fa- 
vour of Philip; and how much ſo 
ever Edward was inclin'd to aflert 
what he thought was his Right, he 
was not in a Condition to do it 
during his Minority. At length 7-- 
anna Pein deliver d of a Princeſe, 
Edward Fat Ambaſladors to de- 
mand for him the Crown of France; 
but no Regard was had to this De- 
mand, and Philip caus'd himſelf to 
be crown'd, by Virtue of the ſame 
* 9 which aſſign'd him the 

9 . Edward not having it 
in his Power at preſent to maintain 
his Pretenſions, let the Matter lie 
dormant for ſome 'Time, and even 
found himſelf oblig'd to do Homage 
to Philip for Guienne and Ponthicu; 


which however, the Queen Mother, 


and the Earl of March could hardly 
have brought him to do, if they had 
not b to him the Expedient 
of his privately proteſting before- 
hand againſt the Homage he was 
going to pay. This done, he went 
over, in 1329, and came to King 
Philip at Amiens ; where the Homage 
was perform'd in a molt ſolemn 
Manner, in Preſence of the Kings 
of Nawarre, Majorca, and Bobc- 
mia, and all the chief Lords of 
France. 

King Edward's Return to Eng- 
land was ſoon follow'd by a great 
Revolution at Court, in 1330. As 
he began at length to be ſuſpicious 
of the Queen his Mother's Conduct, 
there were Enemies enough found 
to lay hold of the Diſpoſition the 
King was then in, to haſten her 

Ruin, 


Ruin, and that of her Favourite. 
They ſo wrought u n him by re- 
enting their i Conduct in the 
moſt glaring Light, that with much 
Difficulty he got them both ſeiz'd 
at Notting bam, where the Court then 
Was. Hen calling a Parliament, 
he told them, that with the Conſent 
of his Subjects he intended to take 
upon himſelf the Government, tho 
he was not yet at the Age preſcrib'd 
by the Law: To which the Parlia- 
ment readily aſſented. He firſt ſeiz d 
on the extravagant Dowry, which 
the Queen his Mother had caus'd to 
be ſettled upon her, amounting to 
two Thirds of the Revenues of the 
Crown, and then confin'd her in the 
Caſtle of Ring, where ſhe continued 
the Remainder of her Life, which 
was eight and twenty Years. Her 
Favourite Mortimer Earl of March 
was treated with the utmoſt Severity. 
He was charg'd with having aſſum'd 
the Government without Authority, 
with having plac'd Spies about the 
King to keep him always in Sub- 
jection, with procuring the Death 
of the King's Father by his expreſs 
Orders, with having liv'd too fami- 
larly with the Queen-Mother, &c. 
For all which Crimes he was hang'd 
as a Traitor on the Common Gal- 
lows at Tyburn. 

The ſame Year the King was 
bleſs'd with a Son, who was named 
Edward, after his Father, and be- 
came, at length, one of the moſt ac- 
compliſh'd Princes that Eng/ard had 
ever ſeen, The Art of Weaving 
Woollen-Cloth was about this Time 
brought from Flanders into England, 
by 2 Kempe, to whom King Ed- 
ward granted his Protection, and 
invited over Fullers, Dyers, and o- 
ther Artificers belonging to that 
Manufacture, which has ſince prov'd 
ſo advantageous to England. 
After Edward was at Liberty to 
act for himſelf, his firſt Attempt was 
upon Scotland. The diſhonourable 
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Treaty that Queen J/abe/la and 
Mortimer had drawn him into, with 
Robert Bruce, ſet very uneaſy upon 
him. But not chuſing at firſt to 
act openly in Violation of it, he 
22 employed Edward Baliol, 
Son of John Baliol, whom EA. 
ward I. had made King of Scotland, 
to bring about his Deſigns. Baliol 
had liv'd in France ever ſince his 
Father's Death, and Edward caus'd 
it to be inſinuated to him by the 
Lord Beaumont, that he had now 
a fair Opportunity to mount the 
Throne of Scotland, whilſt David 
Bruce was in his Minority; and that 
the King of England was diſpos'd to 
ſecond his Endeavours. Baliol readi- 
ly liſtning to this Propoſal, came in- 
to England; and as thoſe Lords who 
had formerly Grants of Lands in Scot- 
land, from Edward 1. were private- 
ly told that their ſerving Baliol, 
would be agreeable to the King, the 
Hopes of recovering thoſe Lands, 
ws, them readily engage in Baliol's 
Cauſe, And fo he embark'd with a 
{mall Army, and landed at Ming horn 
near Perth; and in a few Days 
routed four Scotch Armies, each ſu- 
perior in Number to his own. Aﬀer 
which he beſieg'd and took Perth. 
Theſe and other Succeſſes induced 
a great many Lords and Gentlemen 
to come in, and ſwear Fealty to 
him. In ſhort, young King Dau 
was oblig'd to fly into France; ſoon 
after which, Baliol was crown'd at 


. Scone, and did the fame Homage ta 


King Edward for Scotland, as his 
Father had done to Edward I. He 
alſo yielded up to him the 'Town 
and Caſtle of Berwick, which were 
ſtill in King David's Hands. Things 
thus ſucceeding according to EA. 
ward's Deſire, he rais'd an Army on 
Pretence of appeaſing ſome Troubles 
in Ireland; but preſently throwing 
off the Maſk, march'd it towards 
Scotland, and laid Siege to Berwick. 
The Regent whom King David mg 
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left in Scotland, advanc'd with a 
to its Relief; but EA. 


| ward met him at Halydon- Hill, and 


in a bloody Battle, Anno 1333, en- 
tirely routed him: After which Ber- 
awick ſurrender d, which Edward an- 
nexed for ever to the Crown of 


England. 

King Edward, at his Return from 
Scotland, left Baliol with a Body of 
3 to compleat its Reduction. 
But the voluntary Homage he had 
paid, and the many Places he had 
given up to Edward, beſides Ber- 
wick, ſo exaſperated the Scots, that 
the next Year they roſe againſt him, 
and coming upon him unawares to- 
tally routed him, and drove him out 


of the Kingdom. Hereupon EA. 


ward march'd again into Scotland 
with a numerous Army, but the 
Scots were ſo encamp'd, that he 
could not attack them. He paſs'd 
the Winter at Roxburgh, and in the 
Spring, 1335, attack'd Scotland by 

and Land, and advanc'd as far 
as the Northern Ocean: Yet neither 
did he gain any great Advantage 
by this Incurſion, it being impoſible 
to keep the North Parts of Scotland, 


without a continual Standing-Army. 


So he flaid ſome Time at Perth, 
whilſt the Earl of Cornwall ravag'd 
the 9 7 Counties. Before the 
End of the Year, the Scots finding 
that Edward was fully reſolv'd to 
continue the War, moſt of them 
ſubmitted ; and then he return'd to 
England, leaving the Earl of Atho/ 
to command in his Abſence; who, 
as he was beſieging Kildrummy, was 
attack d, defeated and ſlain by Dun- 
bar and Douglas, who march'd to 
the Relief of the Place. This oc- 
cafon'd Edward to march once 
more into Scotland, where he ra- 
vag' d the Counties that had revolted, 
and in his Return burnt Aberdeen to 
Aſhes. Then leaving a ſmall Army 
under Baliol, he came back to Erg- 


Lal, being now bent upon putting 
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his Project againſt Nance in Execu- 
tion. He maintain'd, that the Salle 
Law, in excluding Females, did not 
exclude their Mat. Iſſue; and in. 
ferring from thence, that the neareſt 
Male Relation ought to ſucceed, he 
reſolved to wreſt the Crown from 
Philip de Valois. In which Projed 
he was encourag'd by Robert d Ar 
70:5, whom Philip had diſguſted. 
— Whilſt he was preparing for this 
important War, in 1337, he call'd 
a Parliament, chiefly to ſettle the 
Buſineſs of the Woollen Manufacture. 
In it he created his eldeſt Son Prince 
Edward, Duke of Cornwall, who was 
the firſt in Exgland that had the 
Title of Duke ; and ever fince, the 
eldeſt Son of the King of England, 
is by Birth Duke of Cornwall. 
Edward having made vaſt Prepa- 
rations, and enter'd into ſeveral 
powerful Alliances, the firſt Step he 
took, was to order the Duke of 


Brabant, one of his Allies, to de. 


mand the Crown of France in his 
Name, at the fame Time making 
him his Lieutenant-General for that 
Kingdom, and commanding the 
French, whom he ſtiled his Subjects, 
to obey him. In 1338, he ſet fail 
from England with a conſiderable 
Fleet, and arriv'd at Antwe;p, where 
he made a long Stay, to ſettle ſome 
Matters of Importance to his grand 
Deſign. The firſt Campaign was 
not open'd till September, 1339, when 
Edward put himſelf at the Head of 
forty thouſand Men, and march'd 
towards the Enemy, who was ad- 
vancing with a numerous Army to 
give him Battle. However, Matters 
were ſo order'd, that nothing was 
done, and the firſt Campaign ended 
without any Bloodſhed. 

'The next Year, Edward took the 
Title of King of France, uſing it 
in all publick Acts, and quarter'd 
the Arms of France with his own, 
adding this Motto, Dieu & mon Droit, 
God and my Right. He ſoon after 

obtain'd 


each © 


tain'd a Victory over the 
1 at 27 for with a Fleet of 
three hundred Sail, attacking the 
French Fleet of four hundred, on the 
Coaſt of Flanders, he took or ſunk 
them all except thirty. Then land- 


| N | ing his Forces, he went and laid 
Siege to Toxrnay; but the French 


Army advancing to its Relief, ſo 
harraſs'd the Beſiegers, that Edward 


; | could make little or no Progreſs in 
che Siege, At length a Truce was 
YN agreed upon between the two Par- 


ties, by the good Offices of Joanna 
de Valois, Mother-in-Law to Ed- 
award, and Siſter to Philip, which 
was to laſt from the 2oth of Sep- 
tember, to the 25th of June, and 


was ſucceeded by another Truce for 


three Years, by the Mediation of the 
Pope, after the two Kings had be- 
to commit Hoſtilities againſt 
each other, in the Diſpute about the 
Succeſſion to the Duchy of Bre- 
taign ; Fug taking Part with 
Charles de Blois, whom he had 
declar'd Duke of Bretaign, and 
Edward eſpouſing the Intereſt of 
Jobn de Montfort, the other Clai- 
mant. 
Whilſt King Edward was in 
France, Robert Stuart, Regent of 
Scotland for King Dawid, gain' d 
great Advantages over Baliol. He 
took Perth, and forc'd Baliol to re- 
tire to the Borders; and ſome Time 
after he became Maſter of Sterling. 
Edward being return'd into Eng- 
land, upon the Truce made with 
France, reſolv'd to invade Scotland 
once more by Sea and Land; but 
his Fleet ſuffering by a violent Storm, 
prevented him. Soon after King 
David being furniſh'd with Men 
and Money by the King of France, 
return'd to Scotland, and having 
got together a conſiderable Army, 
march'd towards the Frontiers, and 
en as far as Durham, which 
e belieged and took, and put all 
the Inhabitants to the Sword, In 
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his Return he made an Attempt up- 
on Werk-Caftl:, belonging to the 
Counteſs of Saliſßury; but the News of 
Edward's Approach made him de- 
fiſt. Being come to the Caſtle the 
very Day that David march'd off, 
he made a Viſit to the Counteſs of 
Saliſbury ; which gave Occaſion for 
ſome to affirm, tho without Grounds, 
that he fell in Love with her. He 
march'd in Queſt of the Scots the 
next Day, but hearing they were 
retired to Gedeor*s- Foreſt, he left off 
the Purſuit. And ſoon after, bein 
intent upon continuing his French 
War, he offer'd Dawid a Truce for 
2 Vears, which he accepted, and 

an Opportunity by that Means 
to fix nimlelf — — on his 
Throne. 

Whilſt the Truce with France 
and Scotland ſubſiſted, King EFA. 
ward call'd a Parliament, in which he 
ſolemnly confirm'd all the Liberties 
contain'd in the Great Charter, and 
created Prince Edward, Prince of 
Wales. This Parliament paſs'd an 
Act, call'd the Statute of Prowviſors, 
againſt thoſe who brought Proviſi- 
ons from Rome for Benefices. 

We are now come to a Period, 
which ſhines with a diſtinguiſh'd 
Luſtre in Edward”s Reign. He had 
made great Preparations to renew 
the War with France, as ſoon as the 
Truce ſhould be expir'd. But PBH 
lip haſtened it on, by ſeizing and 
beheading ſeveral Lords of Bretaign z 
by which Action, Edward main- 
tain'd, the Truce was broken. He 
therefore appointed the Earl of 
Northampton his Lieutenant General 
in Fraxce, commanding him to defy 
Philip in his Name, and to declare 
War againſt him: And if he did 
but little before, he now made him- 
ſelf ample Amends, by the Rapidity 
of his Conqueſts, and ſurpriſing Suc- 
ceſs of his Arms. He firſt ſent over 
Henry of Lancaſter Earl of Darby, 
who made a great Progreſs in Gu. 
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exxe ; but the vigorous Efforts of the 
Duke of Normanay put a Stop to it, 
and forc'd him to retreat. Upon 
this, Edward lands in Normanay, in 
1346, with his Son the Prince of 
Wales, who was now to make his 
firit Campaign, being about ſixteen 
Years old. He ravag'd the Country 
in a terrible Manner thro' which he 
8 burning and plundering every 

hing that came in his Way. At 
length having bravely forc'd a Paſs 
over the Somme, which was ded 
by twelve thouſand French, he went 
and encamp'd at Cre. Being cloſe- 
ly purſu'd by Philip, he found he 
could not avoid a Battle; and fo 
he pitch'd upon an advantageous 
Ground, and drew up his Army in 
Battalia, expecting the Enemy. The 
Battle began at- tour in the Afﬀter- 
noon, Aug. 26, 1346, which was 
very obſtinate and bloody, and prov'd 
fatal to the French, The Prince of 
Wales, young as he was, perform'd 
Wonders. i o him the Victory was 
chiefly owing, the King his Father 
leaving him the Honour of it. Phi- 
Gp fought with undaunted Valour, 
was twice diſmounted, and wounded 
in the Neck and Thigh; when be- 
ing forc'd to retire, the Victory was 
ſoon compleated, and follow'd with 
a dreadful Slaughter of the flying 
Troops. There were ſlain in this 
Battle, the King of Bohemia, who 
was blind, the Earl of Alenſon King 
Philip's Brother, the Duke of Lor- 
rain, the Earls of Flanders and Blois, 
fifteen other eminent Noblemen, and 
twelve hundred Knights; and above 
eighty French Standards were taken. 
It is ſaid, that in this famous Battle 
the £ng/i/b for the firſt Time made 
uſe of Cannon, then unknown to 
the French; and that the Victory 
was in Part owing. to the Sur- 
Prize this Novelty occaſion'd in their 
Enemies. 

After this, Edward beheg'd Ca- 
a, which held out a Year; and 
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he at laſt reduc'd it by Famine, 
Philip endeavour'd to relieve it with 
an Army of one hundred and 
thouſand Men, but could by no 
Means attack Edward, he was ſo 
ſtrongly intrench'd. After the tak. 
ing of this important Place, he con- 
ſented to a Year's Truce, and re. 
turn'd in Triumph to Exgland. 
During the Siege of Calais, Phil; 
got the King of Scots to make a 
Diverſion in England, who advanc'd 
as far as Durham, at the Head of a 
numerous Army; but Queen Pi. 
lippa marching againſt him, defeated 
him, and took him Priſoner. Some 
Years after, the Scots ſurprized Ber. 
wick ; but Edward ſoon retook it. 
King David remain'd a Priſoner 


eleven Years, and then was releas'd, 


upon giving twenty Hoſtages to pay 
100,000 Marks, at 10,000 a Year, 
till all was paid. A ten Year's 
Trace was at the ſame Time con- 
cluded between the two Kingdoms. 
Dawid died in 1368, and left his 
Crown to Robert Stuart his Ne- 
phew. 

Not long after the taking of 
Calais, Edward inſtituted the moſt 
famous Order of Knighthood in the 
World, viz. that of the Garter. 
The Occaſion of it is ſomewhat un- 
certain; but the common Opinion 
is, that it ow'd its Riſe to the Coun- 
teſs of Saliſbury's dropping her Gar- 
ter, as ſhe was dancing. Tis faid 
the King ſtoop'd to take it up; and 
the Counteſs thewing ſome Surprize, 
as thinking he had ſome other Deſign, 
he ſaid to her, Hon? ſoit gui mal y penſe, 
that is, Diſboncur, or Eœil be to him 
that thinks Ewil of it. In Memory 
of. this, *tis pretended, he inſtituted 
this Order, and gave for its Motto the 
Words he had ſpoken to the Lady. 

About the ſame Time, the Mer- 
chants having complain'd of the De- 
predations committed by ſome Ha- 
niſb Ships on the Exgliſbꝰ Coalt, 
Edward did not diſdain to go in 
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Perſon with ſome Ships, and give 
Chace to theſe Cortal He took 
twenty ſix of their Ships, ſunk ſome, 
diſpers'd the reſt. 
Philip de Valois dying in 1350, left 
his Son John his Succeſſor, who pro- 
long'd the Truce to 1354, and then 
to the Year following ; but it was 
ill kept on both Sides. When it 
was near expiring, Edward inveſted 
the Prince of Wales with the Duchy 
of Guienne, and ſent him thither to 
roſecute the War. From hence the 
Prince made an Incurſion, andravag'd 
Languedoc. He afterwards made a 
ſecond Incurſion with twelve thouſand 
Men, paſling thro' Perigord, and Li- 
moſin, entering Berry, and advancing 
to the Gates of Bourges. As he was 
fetching a Compaſs in order to re- 
tire to Bourdeaux, to avoid the King 
of France, who was advancing with 
ſixty thouſand Men, the faid King 
came up with him, near Pai#ter;, 
at a Place call'd Maupertuis; and here 
a memorable Battle was fought, on 
7 19, 1356, in which the Prince 
of Wales, notwithſtanding the vaſt 
Superiority of the French, obtain'd 
2 compleat Victory, and took King 
Jabn Priſoner, with Philip his fourth 
Son. The Duke of Bourbon, the 
Conſtable of France, the Marſhal 
de Nelſe, above fifty other great 
Lords, and eight hundred Gentle- 
men were ſlain. The Prince's mo- 
deſt and generous Behaviour towards 
his Royal Priſoner, was no leſs con- 
88 than his Courage and Con- 
ut during this glorious Action. 
A Truce for two Years was ſoon 
after agreed on, and the Prince came 
over to England the April follow- 
ing, bringing the captive King a- 
'ong with him, who was conducted 
to Lonabn, and treated with all the 
Honour and Reſpect imaginable, by 
King Edward and all the Royal 
Family, as well as by the generous 
and heroic- Prince of Wat. 


King Jobn agreed upon a Treaty 
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with the Tay of England, in order 
to recover his Liberty ; but the States 
of France thought it ſo diſadvanta- 
geous, that they would not ratify 
it. Upon which Edward prepar'd 
to renew the War with more Vi- 
gour than ever, and in 1360, went 
over to Calais with an Army of an 


hundred thouſand Men, with Intent 


to ſubdue that miſerable Kingdom. 
But he miſs'd of his Aim. For tho', 
after an unſucceſsful Attempt upon 
Rheims, he took Sens, and ravag'd 
France to the very Gates of Paris, 
yet he could by no Means draw 
Charles the Dauphin and Regent out 
to an Engagement, who kept him- 
ſelf ſhut up within the Walls, wiſely 
avoiding a Battle, till Edward hav- 
ing loſt many of his Men by Sick- 
nets, and tir'd with fruitleſs At- 
tempts, conſented to a Treaty of 
Peace, which was concluded at a 
Village call'd Bretigny, and fign'd 
May 8, 1360 ; whereby the King of 

rance was to pay three Millions of 
Crowns of Gold for his Ranſom, 
and the King of England was to 
hold Guienne, Poictou, Saintonge, 4 
genois, Limaſin, Quercy, Bigorre,Gaur, 
Angoumots, Rowvergne, Perigord; Mont 
reui/ and its Territories, Guiſnes, 
Ponthieu, Calais 'Town, Caſtle, and 
Territory, &c. All Things being 
concluded, King Tohn was ſet at 
Liberty, and return'd into France, 
where he ratify'd the Treaty by his 
Letters-Patents, and ſoon gave a 
farther Proof of his Sincerity, by 
putting Edvard in Poſſeſſion of the 
Countries aſſign'd him by the faid 
Treaty. Towards the End of the 
Year 1363, he came over to Erg- 


land again about ſome Matters of 


Importance, and was very honoura- 
bly receiv'd by King Edward. The 
Kings of Scotland and Cyprus being 


in England at the ſame Time, Sir 


Henry Picard, Citizen and Wine 
Merchant of London, entertain'd the 
tour Kings and their Retinues with 
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a magnificent Feaſt at his own Houſe. 
King Jobn died in England the 8th 
of April following, which was no 
ſmall Grief to Emward, who lov'd 
and eſteem'd him for his Virtue. 
This memorable Saying is aſcrib'd 


to him, Tho! Faith and Truth were 
baniſh rom the reft of the World, 


they aug hit to be preſery'd inviolable 
in the Mouth of Kings. 

In 1364, John de Montfort, Son 
of the former John, and Son-in-Law 
to King Edward, defeated and flew 
Charles de Blois, his Competitor for 
the Duchy of Bretaign, in the fa- 
mous Battle of Avray; which put 


an End to the Quarrel between the 


two Houſes, and gave Montfort the 
Poſſeſſion of Bretaign. | 
In 1366, Pope Urban V. in a 


Haughty Manner demanded the Tri- 
bute which King John of England 


oblig d himſelf and Succeſſors to 


pay to the Holy See, of which there 
were thirty Years Arrears due. But 
both King and Parliament ſo vigo- 


rouſly oppos'd this Impoſition, de- 
Clarip 2 Jobn's Engagement to 
be =F as without Content of Par- 
hament, and contrary to his Corona- 
ftion-Oath, that the Pope thought 
fit to drop it; and neither Edward, 
nor his Saccefſors had any more 
Trouble upon that Head. | 
Not long after, the famous Prince 
of ales march'd with an Army of 
thirty thouſand Men from Bordeaux, 
in order to reſtore Peter the Cruel, 
King of Caſtile, who had been driven 
from his Dominions, by his Baſtard- 
Brother, Heury Earl of Tranſtamare. 
He ſucceeded in his Enterprize, by 
totally routing the Spaniſb Army in 


the Battle of Nara. Which Ex- 
pedition, tho” glorious in its Succeſs, 


was not very honourable, fince it was 


undertaken in favour of one of the 


moſt brutiſh and cruel Princes that 
ever liv'd; who was afterwards again 


depos'd by his Brother, and deferved- 
iy Thin. If the Prince of Wales had 


known, or conſider d, the vile Cha. 
racter of Peter, in all Probability he 
would not have eſpous'd his Cauſe. 
However the Expedition was fatal to 
him; for he contracted a Diſtemper 
in Spain, which he never got rid of; 
and in order to pay his Troops was 
forc'd to lay a Tax upon Guien;, 
which furniſh'd them with a Pre- 
tence to revolt, to which they wer: 
before but too much inclin'd. 
Hitherto Edward's Reign had 
been happy and glorious, but the 
latter Part of it was full of Miſ. 


| fortunes. In 1 368, he loſt his ſecond 


Son, Lionel, Duke of Clarence, who 
died in /taly, whither he went to 
conſummate his Marriage with thc 
Duke of Milan's Daughter. By his 
firſt Marriage he left a Daughter, 
named Philippa. 

The Year following, Charles V. 
who ſucceeded King John his Fa- 
ther, upon ſome frivolous Pretences, 
broke the Treaty of Bretigny, which 
was difagreeable to the French Na- 
tion, and declar'd War againſt Ed. 
ward. This War was as unfortunate 
to the Engliſb, as the former was glo- 
rions. For Charles, without ever 
ſtirring out of his Palace, fo well di. 
rected the Motions of the War in 
the Cabinet, that the Eng; were 
worſted every where, and in the End 
found themſelves depriv'd of all their 


late Acquifitions in France, except 


Calais. However a 'Truce was con- 
cluded between the two Crowns, in 
1374. At the Beginning of this 
War, the King and the whole Na- 
tion had a moſt ſenſible Affliction in 
the Death of his good Queen PY pp. 

King Edward, now in his old Age, 
had the Weakneſs to fall in Love 
with Alice Pierce, one of the Ladies 
of the Bed-chamber to Queen P-:- 
/ippa; to whoſe Humour he entirely 
gave himſelf up, and ſquander'd a- 
way the publick Money upon her. 
The Parliament oblig'd him to turn 
her away, but he ſoon recall'd her. 
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On 8, 1376, Edward Prince 
of 24 the Delight and Hope of 
the Nation, died in 72 —— 
of his Age. e was brave 
"crow, Shatal, 1 


& 


umane and cour- 


| generous 

teous, and exceedingly belov'd by 
the whole Kingdom. He was call'd 
ö The Black Prince, from his wearing 
black Armour. The Parliament at- 


tended his Corps to Canterbury, 
: EX where he was interr'd. He had 

married Joanna, Daughter to Ed- 
l mund, Earl of Kent, Who was be- 
: headed by the Intrigues of /abel/a, 
1 and Mortimer, at the Beginning of 
: tis Reign. By her he left one Son, 
0 = Richard, about ten Years old, whom 
the King his Grandfather created 
Prince of Valet, and Earl of Cheſter, 
a = deſigning him for his Succeſſor. 


to the Ring on his Finger. He was 
one of the beſt and moſt illuſtrious 
Kings, that ever fat on the Ergli/b 


Throne, and what Faults he Ä 


were greatly out. weigh' d by his Vir- 
tues and amiable Qualities. He had, 
befides his two Sons already mention - 
ed, Ham, who died an Infant; 
John of Ghent, or Gaunt, Duke of 
Lancaſter; Edmund, ſurnamed of 
Lengley, Earl of Cambridge and Duke 
of Tork; Wilkam of Windſor, who 
died young; and Thomas of I vod. 
flock, Duke of Glouceſter. He had 
alſo five Daughters. 

Towards the End of this Reign, 
Dr. John Wicklif, a Man of great 
Piety and Learning, began in his 
Sermons and Writings to oppoſe 
Tranſubſtantiation, Perſecution for 


, I ing Edward did not long ſurvive Religion's Sake, and other corrupt 
| his Son. He died at Sheen (now Dofines and tyrannical Practices 
I. = Richmond) on June 21, 1377, in the of the Church of Rome. He was the 
L- = fixty-fifth Year of his Age, and fifty- ſirſt celebrated Erng/i Reformer, 
„ ET firſt of his Reign; and was buried had ſoon a great Number of Fol- 
h nin Weftminfter-Abbey. This great lowers, not only among the com- 
a. Prince, When he drew near his Find, mon People, but in the Univerlity - 
a- ſaw himſelf deſerted by every body. of Oxford, and at Court, and was 
te His Courtiers and Chaplains all for- powerfully protected againſt the De- 
0- & ſook him. Alice his Favourite, ſigns of the Pope and Biſhops, by 
er when ſhe ſaw him dy ing, ſeiz'd upon the Duke of Lancaſter, Lord Percy, 
95 every Thing that was valuable, even and other great Men. * 
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ro the Death of Ed. 
RA ward III. his Grand- 
ſon Richard, Son of 
the Black Prince, ſuc- 
ceeded to the Crown. 
He was born at Bour- 
eaux, and was now about eleven 
Years old. He had three Uncles, 
who might upon ſpecious Pretences 
have diſputed the Succeſſion with 
him; but they were ſo far from en- 
deavouring to ſupplant him, that 
they were the firſt to do him Ho- 
mage. And fo on the fixteenth of 
Ju), twenty-four Days after Ed. 
ward's Death, young Richard was 
crown'd without any Oppoſition. 
The Truce with France was ex- 
pired near three Months before EA- 
vard"'s Death. The King of France 
was making vaſt Preparations to 
-compleat the Expulſion of the Eug- 
V out of all the Places they held 
in France; whilſt at the End of the 
laſt Reign, and at the Beginning of 
this, the Engliſb ſeem'd wholly un- 
>concern'd about the War. And ſo, 
whilſt five Armies were employ'd 


in different Places to finiſh the Work 
in France, the French made ſeveral 
Deſcents upon England, burnt H/ 


tings, Portſmouth, Dartmouth and 


Plymouth, and plundered the e 
Wight. For this the People blam'd 
the King's Uncles, who took upon 
them the Adminiſtration of Affair 
till the Parliament ſhould meet ; not 
conſidering, that they had neither 
Money nor Forces, nor any lawtu] 
Authority to raiſe them. 

The Parliament met in O2obrr, 
and gave the Regency of the King 


dom to the three Uncles, joining 


with them ſome Biſhops and Lay- 
Lords. This mortify'd the Duk 
Lancaſter, the eldeſt of the Uncles, 
a Prince of a haughty Temper, who 
had flatter'd himſelf with the Hopes 
of being ſole Regent. 

Whilit Preparations were making 
to guard the Coaſts, and to oppoſe 
France, the King of Nawarre put 
Cherbourg into the Hands of the 
Engliſh, as the Duke of Bretagne 
ſoon after deliver'd up Breſt to them. 


Theſe Places, together with Calais 
I and 
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ind Bourdeanx, might have been of 

t Advantage to the Ergli/h, as 
— Means of theſe four Towns they 
might have invaded France four ſe- 
veral Ways : But they made not a 

per Uſe of this Advantage ; and 
Richard, — on - his 
Reign, gave up Bre/# erbourg, 
for 22 inconſiderable Sum. 

When Meaſures were taking in 
England to aſſiſt the Duke of Bre- 
tagne, the French Court, in order to 
divert the Storm from their own 
Country (according to their uſual 
Artifice) encourag'd the King of 
Scotland to make a Diverſion on his 
Side. 
Trace, and took Berwwick by Sur- 
prize; but the Earl of Northumber- 
land drew together a Body of Troops, 
and retook it by Storm. In this 
Siege, his Son Henry Percy ſignaliz'd 
himſelf with ſuch Bravery and Re- 
ſolution, that he gain'd the Surname 
of Hotſpur, In the mean Time, 
Hoſtilities continued to be carried on 
in ſeveral Places, between the French 
and Engl, without any general 
Action, or deciſive Battle. 

In 1380, the Parliament paſs'd 
an Act to render foreign Eccle- 
haſticks incapable of holding any 
Benefice in England; and effectually 
to remove this Grievance, they 
paſs'd another Act, forbidding all 
the King's Subjects, under ſevere 
Penalties, to farm Benefices conter- 
red on Foreigners by the Pope. 

Whilſt the Nation was involv'd 
abroad, and thoſe about the King 
had more Regard to their own pri- 
vate Intereſt than that of the pub- 
lick, a ſurprizing Inſurrection broke 
out, which threatned the whole 
Kingdom with Deſtruction. The 
Parliament had impos'd a Poll-Tax, 
whereby all Perſons above fifteen 
Years old, were oblig'd to pay twelve 
Pence a Head, the Monks and Nuns 
not excepted. 'This Tax was levied 
with great Moderation at fiſt : But 
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He accordingly broke the - 


163 
at length being farm'd by divers 
Perſons, who having advanc'd ſuch 
a Sum to the King, were to have 
what they could raiſe by it, theſe 
Farmers and their Collectors levy'd 
the Tax with great Rigour, in order 
to enrich themſelves. One of the 
Collectors, having demanded of a 


Tyler at Deptford, whoſe Name was 


Walter, from thence call'd Wat 
Tyler, twelve Pence for one of his 


Daughters, the Father refus'd to 


pay it, alledging that-ſhe was under 
the Age mention'd in the Act. The 
inſolent ColleQor attempting in a 
Way not very modeſt to ſatisfy him- 
ſelf of the Truth of this, Hat took 
up a Hammer, and knock'd out his 
Brains. The People took his Part, 
and promis'd to ſtand by him. Im- 
mediately the Populace roſe in Kent, 
and choſe Vat Tyler for their Lea- 
der : And they were ſoon follow'd by 
thoſe of E, under the Conduct 
of Fack Straw. To the Poll-Tax 


were added other Grievances, the - 


little Care taken by thoſe at the 
Helm to guard the Coaſts againſt 
the French, notwithſtanding the large 
Sums that had been rais'd for that 
Purpoſe, the Extortion of the Judges 
and Lawyers, the Oppreſſion of the 
Nobles, &c. Which Grievances be- 
ing inflam'd by ſeditious Spirits, and, 
as ſome ſay, by the Monks, who 
thought themſelves aggriev'd by the 
Poll-Tax, the People roſe in great 
Numbers, and Vat ſoon found him- 
ſelf at the Head of 100,000 Men. 
With theſe he march'd directly for 
London, freeing all the Priſoners as 
he went along. 'This formidable 
Mob proceeded to the utmoſt Ex- 
travagancies: They cut off the Heads 
of thoſe Lords, Gentlemen, Judges 
and Lawyers they could lay Hands 
on ; and bound themſelves by Oath 
never.to own for King, any whoſe 
Name ſhould be 7oehn ; which was 


occaſion'd by their Hatred to John "WM 
of Gaunt, Duke of Lancafler, who | 
at 
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at this Time was gone to the Borders 
fo negotiate a Truce with the Scots. 
Being come to Black- Heath, 
Wat Tyler review'd his Army, and 
continuing his March towards Lon- 
don, took and plunder'd Southwark. 
Shortly after, he enter'd London, the 
City Mob y ry, the Bridge Gates 
to him, in Spite of the Magiſtrates. 
Here this enrag'd Rabble commit- 
ted the moſt horrid Ravages, burn- 
ing and plundering the Houſes of 
the Judges, Lords and principal Ci- 
| tizens. Then they ſeiz'd the Tower, 
and finding there the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and the High-Treaſurer, 
they without any Ceremony cut off 
their Heads. Ihe King and Coun 
ci] wereexceedingly alarm'd at theſe 
turious Proceedings, and in yu Per- 
plexity what Courſe to take to put 
a Stop to them. At laſt it was re- 
jolv'd to offer the Rebels a Charter 
confirming the People's Liberties,and 
a general Pardon; which thoſe of 
Eſex accepting, return'd to their 
Homes. Wat Jyler ſtill continued at 
the Head of thirty or forty Thou- 


fand Men; and the King coming to 


Smithjield, ſent to deſire him to come 
and confer with him. Mat return'd 
@ haughty Anſwer, that he would 
come when he th ught fit. He how- 
ever ſet forward at the Head of his 
Troops, and meeting the King in 
Smithfield, they had a Conference 
together, both on Horſeback. He 
made ſuch extravagant Demands, 
that Richard knew not how to an- 
wer him: And now and then he 
would lift up his Sword, as if he 
tureatned the King. Thie Inſolence 
ſo cnrag'd Walworth, Mayor of 
Londen, who was by the King, that 
ne {truck the Rebel on a ſudden ſuch 
a furious Blow on the Head with his 
Sword, as inſtantly killed him. 

b The Rebels ſeeing their Leader 
= fall, were juſt upon the Point of 
WW revenging his Heath, when the 


young Ring, with a Courage and 


RICHARD I. 


Preſence of Mind, that could hardly 
be expected from his Years, cry'd 
out aloud to them, My Friend, 
will you kill your King ? What, tho 
you hawe loſt your Leader ? I will be 
your Captain. Follow me. With that, 
turning his Horſe about, he put 
himſelf at their Head, and march'd 
to St. George's-Fields. The Rebel“, 
imagining he had declar'd for them, 
readily follow'd him. When they 
were come thither, they preſently 
ſaw a great Number of Citizens well 
arm'd, whom the Mayor had rais'd, 
marching towards them. And think. 
ing the whole City was coming out a- 
— them, they immediately threw 

own their Arms, and the whole 
Multitude was ſoon diſpers'd, with- 
out the Loſs of one Life, but that 
of Wat Tyler, their Leader. 

There were much the fame kind 
of Inſurrections in Norfolk and S/ 
folk; but the Biſhop of Norwich, 
8 himſelf at the Head of fome 

roops, quickly ſuppreſs'd them. 
Thoſe in E began alſo to ſtir a- 
gain, but the King march'd — 
them, and defeated them. Great 
Numbers were lain, and others were 
taken and executed ; among whom 
was Tack Straw, their Leader. He 
confeſs'd, if they had ſucceeded, 
their Intention was to kill the King, 
to extirpate the Nobility, and the 
Clergy, except the Mendicant Frier:, 
to divide England into ſeveral King- 
doms, to make Wat Tyler King of 
Kent, to aboliſh all the old Laws, 
and make new ones. This formida- 
ble Inſurrection was in the Year 
1381, and did not laſt above a 
Month from the Beginning to the 
End. 

A Marriage having been conclud- 
ed between King Richard and Anne 
of Luxemburg, Siſter of the Emperor 
Wence/laus, ſhe arrived in Englond, 
and was received with great Pomp 
and Magnificence, ſoon after the 


Troubles were appeas d. 
Tl 
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The ſame Vear the King granted 
a Power to the 1 to impriſon 
Hereticks; but the Houſe of Com- 
mons ſoon got it revok'd. 

In 1385, the Scots, by the Aſſiſ- 
tance of France, as well as the 
French themſelves, were preparing 
again to invade England. This a- 
larm'd the Court, and made them 
ſo exert themſelves, that in a little 
Time, Richard was at the Head of 
a very numerous Army, ſome even 
fay, zoo, ooo Men. 'Tho' wich this 
Army he might have ſubdu'd Scor- 
land, he made little or no Ule of it. 
Inſtead of puſhing the Scots vigo- 
rouſly, who would not have been 
able to ſtand before him, he employ'd 
himſelf in ravaging the Country a- 
bout Edinburgh, whilſt they ſlipt by 
him into Cumberland, and committed 
terrible Devaſtations. And tho' he 
might have intercepted them in 
their Return, he omitted to do it, 
and return'd ingloriouſly into Exg- 
land. It muſt be own'd indeed, 
that marching with the greateſt Part 
of this Army firſt towards the South- 
ern Parts of the Ifland, he, by the 
Intelligence which the French had 
of the great Number of his Forces, 
prevented the Invaſion from France, 
which was at the ſame Time in- 
tended. | 

The Year before, the famous Re- 
former W:ckl/iff, who, notwithſtand- 
ing all the Efforts of the Bilhops, 
pais'd his Days quietly at his Pa- 
riſh of Lutterworth in Leiceſterſhire, 
died there in Peace. He was edu- 
cated in Merton-College at Oxford, 
where he took the Degree of Doctor 
of Divinity. He had ſuch powerful 
Protectors at Court, that all the Bi- 


\ ſhops could do againſt him was to 


condemn his Doctrines. But his 
Followers, call'd Lollardi, who were 
very numerous, were cruelly perle- 
cuted in the ſucceeding Reigns. 
Richard's chief Favourites now 


Were, N-. Archbiſhop of Tort, 


Rabert de Vere Earl of Oxford, 
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whom he created Marquefs of Dub 
lin, (the firſt who bore the Title of 
Margueſs in England) and Duke of 
Ireland; Michael de la Pole, Son to 
a Merchant in London, whom he 
made Earl of Saft and High- 
Chancellor; and Judge Trefiltan. 
Theſe, by humouring his Paſſions, 

ot an abſolute Aſcendant over hun. 
That they might ingroſs him to 
themſelves, they inſpir'd him with 
a Jealouſy of his three Uncles, eſpe- 
cially the Duke of Lancaſter, per- 
ſuading bim, that he aſpir'd to the 
Crown; whillt theſe could not with- 
out Indignation ſee Perſons of ob- 
{cure Birth or inferior Rank ingroſs 
all the King's Favour and Confi- 
dence. 'Theſe Jealouſies and Ani- 
moſities prov'd fatal to the King 
himſelf, who always lov'd thoſe beit 
that flatter'd him moſt, and were for 
juſtifying whatever was agreeable to 
his Inclination. 

Theſe Favourites were become ſa 
odious, that when the King de- 
manded a Subſidy from the Parlia- 
ment, on account of another French 
Invaſion that was threatned, inſtead 
of anſwering his Deſire, they pre: 
ſented an Addreſs for the Removal 
of his Favourites. Richard was ex- 
ceedingly enrag'd at this Proceeding, 
and ſaid, that to pleaſe the Parlia- 
ment, he would not turn out the 
meaneſt Scullion in his Kitchen. A 
tew Days after, he ſent the Chan- 


cellor, in an imperious Manner to 


renew his Demand of the Supply. 
But the two Houſes uniting on this. 
Occaſion, peremptorily retus'd it, 
unleſs he would firſt remove the 
Favourites. Things were even upon 
the Point of comin 
when the King thinking better of 
the Matter, comply'd. After which, 
the Duke of [re/and's Eftate was 


conhtcated by Order of Parliament, 


and the. Chancellor was oblig'd ta 
reſtore all the Grants the King had 
made, hun; hich done, the Parlizg 
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ment appointed fourteen Commiſſi- 
oners, to manage Affairs jointly with 
the King. But ſo fickle and impru- 
dent was Richard, that as ſoon as 
the Parliament broke up, he recall'd 
his old Miniſters, and careſs'd them 
more than ever, who now made uſe 
of all their Arts to be reveng'd on 
their Enemies. The Duke of Glou- 
ceſter, the youngeſt of the King's 
ncles, who had acted vigorouſly 
* them, was the chief Object 
pf their Reſentment; whom they en- 
deavour'd to get poiſon'd, but he 
eſcap'd for that Time. 
he remaming Part of this Reign 
was nothing but Confuſion, and a 
Series of er Meaſures. The 
Miniſters form'd a Deſign to make 
the King abſolute, which Richard 
was very well pleas'd with. Twas 
agreed, that he ſhould raiſe an Army, 
to terrify the Duke of Glouceſter, 
and the other Lords his Aſſociates ; as 
the Earls of Arundel, Warwick, Not- 
tingham, and Darby, which laſt was 
eldeſt Son to the Duke of Lancaſter. 
hen a Parliament was to be call'd, 
which was to be wholly at the 
King's Devotion, and none to be 
return'd but ſuch as were ſet down 
in his Lift. For this Purpoſe he 
ſent for all the Sheriffs and Judges 
Nottingham, and communicated to 
them his Deſign. The Sheriffs re- 
fus'd to comply ; but the Judges were 
not ſo ſcrupulous as to what was re- 
ferr'd to them. Being aſk'd, whether 
the King might not turn out the 
fourteen Commiſſioners appointed by 
Parliament, and annul what other 
Acts he pleas'd, they reply d, That 
the King was above the Laws. And 
ſome thro' ſęrvile Flattery, others 
compell'd by Menaces, ſign'd this 
Opinion. The King then iſſued out 
Commiſſions for levying an Army, 
but ſo few were willing to ſerve 
him, that he was forced to deſiſt. 
And all he got by this was, that | 


diſcovering his Deſigns he increas'd 


RICHARD H. 


more and more the Hatred of the 
_ 
he Duke of Glauceſter and the 


other Lords, alarm'd at theſe Pro- 


ceedings, and knowing that the chief 
Aim of the Court was their De- 
ſtruction, reſolv'd to take Arms; and, 
as they were in great Credit with 
the People, ſoon rais'd an Army of 
40,000 Men. This threw the King 
into great Perplexity, but he thought 
the beſt Way was to amuſe them by 
fair Promiſes, whilſt the Duke of 
Ireland went and rais'd an Army in 
Wales ; which he ſoon did, but be- 
ing met by the Earl of Darby, in 
Oxford/bire, was defeated, and forc'd 
to fly into Holland. From thence 
he went to Lonvain, where he died 
about three Years after. In his Bag- 
gage, which was taken, was found 
a Letter from the King, ordering 
him to march with all ſpeed to 
London, and promiſing to live and 
die with him. It was alſo diſcover'd, 
that he deſign'd to make up Matters 
with France at any Rate, in order 
to have the Aſſiſtance of that Crown 
to reduce his Subjects to Obedience. 
Richard's Meaſures being thus de 
feated, he took ſhelter in the Tower, 
and the Lords immediately march'd 
their Army to London. They de- 
manded a Conference with the King, 
which, in the Circumſtances he was 
in, he durſt not refuſe. They up- 
braided him with the Notting han 
Plot, and all his other Meaſures to 
deſtroy them, and to make himſelf 
abſolute. He ſeem'd much affected, 
and ſhed Tears at this Remonſtrance ; 
and it was agreed, that he ſhould 
meet them the next Day at 4 T, 
minſter, in order to ſettle with him 
the Government. But they were no 
ſooner gone from the Tower, but he 
alter d his Mind, and ſent them 
Word he would not meet them. 
Hereupon they let him know, that 


Dy if he did not come, they would 


chuſe another King. Frightned * 
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that he was 


this Declaration, he not only came, 
but conſented to the Baniſhment of 
his Favourites. As to the Judges, 
they were taken off the Bench, and 
ſent to the Tower. 

The Parliament meeting in Fe- 
bruary, 1389, ſeveral Perſons were 
impeach'd of High-Treaſon. Some 
were baniſh'd, and had their Eſtates 
confiſcated. The Chief Juſtice, Sir 
Robert Trefilian, and ſome others 
were hang'd at Tyburn. After this, 
a general Pardon was paſs'd for 
both Parties, the King renew'd his 
Coronation Oath, and all the Lords 
repeated their Oaths of Allegiance 
to him. During theſe Tranſactions, 
the Duke of Lancafler was in Spain, 
endeavouring to poſſeſs himſelf of 
the Crown of Caffile, which he 
claim'd in Right of his Wife, eld- 
eſt Daughter of Peter the Cruel. 
At his Return, the King inveſted 
him with the Duchy of Guienre, not 
out of any Affection for him, but 
with a View of having him at a 
Diſtance. 

Tho' Matters had been thus made 
up, the unhappy Temper of the 
King ſoon threw all in Confuſion 
again. Being now come of Age, 
he was refolv'd to take the Govern- 
ment into his own Hands; when it 
ſoon appear*d, that he was not at 
all diſpos'd to rule with Modera- 
tion according to the Laws, but 

Fully reſolv'd to fol- 
low the Opinions and Maxims of 
his late Favourites. His Queen be- 


ing dead, he married //abe//a, Daugh- 


ter of Charles VI. of France, and 
made adiſhonourable Truce with that 
Crown for twenty-eight Years. 'The 
Dukes of Lancaſter, and . ork, ſee- 
ing how Matters went, quitted the 
Court, and the Duke of Gloucefter, 
Who had taken the Freedom to - 2 
braid the King his Nephew, on ſe- 
veral Occaſions, was treacherouſly 
ſeiz'd, hurried over to Calais, and 
there ſmother'd between two Fea- 
therbeds. The Earls of Warwick, 
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and Arundel, were apprehended and 
ſent to the Tower. The King now 
took more timely and eff Me- 
thods to have a Parliament at his 
Devotion. He chang'd all the She- 
riffs, and the Magiſtrates of Cities, 
and Boroughs, and ſuffer d none to 
continue in Place, but ſuch as would 
be ſubſervient to his Will. A pack'd 
Parliament being by ſuch Means ob- 
tam'd, they ſtuck not at ſacrificing 
to the King's and his Miniſters Re- 
ſentment, the beſt Lords in the King- 
dom. Thomas Arundel, Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, was baniſh'd, and his 
Eftate confiſcated ; the Earl of Arun- 
del was beheaded, and the Earl of 
Warwick ſentenc'd to perpetual Exile 
in the feof Man. This Parliament, 
ſo agreeable to Richard's Mind, was 
adjourn'd to Shrew/dury, tho' in 
thoſe Days the Parliament uſually 
ſat but one Seſſion. Here they e- 
ſtabliſh'd ſuch Maxims as were de- 
ſtructive to Liberty and the Conſti- 
tution. They approv'd the Opinion 
for which Treſilian and other rs 
had been condemn'd. Accordingly 
the Judges, who attended during the 
Seſſion, decided, That when the King 
propos d any Aﬀair in Parliament, it 
was High- Treaſon to 7 upon any other 
Bufineſs before the King's was dif- 
patch d. Thus this ſcandalous Par- 
liament, by humouring the King in 
every Thing, was only haſtening his 
Ruin. I ſhall mention but one In- 
ſtance. more of their arbitrary Pro- 
ceedings: By an unprecedented Act, 
they appointed a certain Number of 
mmiſſioners, and inveſted them 


with the Authority of the whole 


Houſe. | 

In 1398, John of Gaunt Duke 
of Lancaſter died. His Son the Earl 
of Darby, whom Richard had crea- 
ted Duke of Hereford, was baniſh'd 
a little before. But this very Perſon 
was made an Inſtrument in the Hand 
of Providence to pull down Richard, 
as we ſhall ſee preſently. ö 

M 4 So 


168 RICHARD Hl. 


So many great Men being either 
dead or baniſh'd, and the Parlia- 
ment having given their Sanction to 
his arbitrary Power, Richard now 
thought himſelf above all Reſtraint, 
and minded nothing but his Eaſe 
and Pleafure ; whilſt his Miniſters, 
wholly intent upon their own pri- 
vate Advantage, let the Affairs of 
the Nation go to wreck. To ſhew 
what Lengths the King and his Mi- 
niſters went to raiſe Money, ſeven- 
teen Counties. were condemn'd of 
Treaſon for taking Arms under the 
late Duke of Glauceſter, notwith- 
ſtanding the general Pardon, and to 
fave their Eſtates, were forc'd to 
give blank Bonds to be fill'd up 
with what Sum the King pleas'd : 
And every one bound himſelf un- 
der great Penalties, by what was in- 
ſerted in theſe Bonds, to ſtand by 
the Statutes of the Shrew/bury Par- 
liament. 

Such tyrannical Proceedings could 
not fail of making the Nation very 
uneaſy. And in the midſt of the 
general Diſcontent, a Rebellion hap- 
pening in Ireland, the infatuated 

ing went over in Perſon with his 
Troops, in order to quell it. He 
was no ſooner gone, but a Conſpi- 
racy began to be form'd in Eng- 
{and, to deprive him of his Crown. 
The Malecontents, after ſeveral 
Conſultations, reſolv'd to call in the 
Duke of Hereford, or Lancaſter, who 
was now in France; and to that 
End wrote to the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, who was alſo there, to 
eommunicate their Deſign to him, 
ng to aſſiſt him, to the utmoſt 
of their Power. The Duke laying 
hold of this Opportunity to try his 
Fortune, got a few Ships of the 
Duke of A and embarking 
with the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
and a ſmall Number of Men, ſet fail, 
and hover'd ſome Time about the 
Coaſt of England, to ſee if the People 
would declare for him. As ſoon as 


it was known, that he was on the 
Coaſt, they began to take Arms 
in ſeveral Places. Upon this the 
Duke landed, in July 1399, near 
Ravenſpur in Yorkſvire, where he 
was — join'd 5 the Earl of 
Northumberland, and Henry Percy his 
Son, with ſome Troops; and the 
People flock'd to him fo from all 
Parts, that in a few Days he ſaw 
himſelf at the Head of 60,000 Men. 
The Duke of York, whom the King 
had left Regent, a Man not much 
diſpos'd for Action, and the reſt of 
the Council, hereupon left Londoy, 
and repair'd to St. Alban s; which 
they had no ſooner done, but the 
City declar'd for the Duke. Soon 
after, the Earl of Wil:fire, and 


the reſt of Richard's Miniſters think- 


ing themſelves not ſafe where they 
were, left the Duke of York, and 
retir'd to Briſtol- Caſtle; and the 
Duke finding it impoſſible to ſtem 
the Torrent, withdrew to his own 
Houſe. The Duke of Lancaſter 
firſt march'd to London, where the 
Citizens receiv'd him with the great- 
eſt Demonſtrations of Joy and Af. 
fection, as their Saviour and Deli- 
verer. He then proceeded directly 
for Briſtol, and laying Siege to the 
Caſtle, where the Miniſters were re- 
tired, became Maſter of it in four 
Days; when he caus'd the Earl of 
Wilthire, and ſome others of Ni- 
chard's Counſellors, to be beheaded, 
to ſatisfy the Multitude, who were 
exceedingly enrag'd againſt them. 
And ſoon after, the Duke of 15, 
his Uncle came in to him. 

Whilſt theſe Things were doing, 
the contrary Winds hinder'd tlic 
King for ſome Weeks from having 
any News from England. At laſt, 
when he was inform'd of the Duke 
his Couſin's Deſcent, inſtead of com 
ing over himſelf with his Forces, he 
ſent the Earl of Saliſgury before him 
to levy Troops; which he did in 
Wales and Chet ie, to the Number 

Of 
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of 40,000. 
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Arms for ſome Time, and the Kin 
not appearing, they diſpers'd, 
retum'd home. 

Soon after the King arriv'd, and 
when he found how Matters ſtood, 
and that all the Nobility and the 
People had declar'd againſt him, he 
was in the utmoſt Conſternation, 
and knew not which Way to turn 
himſelf, At laſt he. withdrew pri- 
vately from his Army, and went 
and ſhut himſelf up in Conway-Ca/le, 
in Wales. The Duke of Lancafter 
being march'd to Chefter, Richard, in 
the 2 he was in, thought it 
beſt to chrow himſelf upon his Ene- 
my's Generoſity, and even offer'd to 
reſign his Crown, provided he would 
ſpare his Liſe, and allow him an ho- 
nourable Penſion: And then went 
and conferr d with the Duke at Flint. 
From hence they ſet out both for 
London, where Richard was preſently 
conducted to the Tower; and the 
Duke having caus'd him to call a 
Parliament, the Day before it met, 
he repair d to the Tower, with a 
great many Lords, and there Ri- 
chard deliver'd up the Crown and 
Scepter, and ſign'd an Inſtrument, 
confeſſing himſelf unworthy and unfit 
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Which Inſtrument of Reſignation was 
the next Day approv'd of in Parlia- 
ment. They then drew up ſeveral 
Articles of Accuſation againſt him, 
upon which he was ſolemnly de- 
pos'd, much in the ſame Manner'as 
Edward II. had been. 

The Throne being thus wacant, 
the Duke of Lancaſter, as had been 
agreed, roſe up, and claim'd the 
Crown; and it was unanimouſly re- 
ſolv'd, Sept. zo, 1399, that he ſhould 
be proclaim'd King of Exgland and 
France, and Lord of Ireland: Which 
was done accordingly the ſame Day. 

Thus ended the unhappy Reign 
of Richard, in its twenty-third Year. 
He ſeem'd to be a Prince of gene- 


tous. Inclinations in his younger 


Vears; but afterwards being corrupt- 
ed by Flattery, grew exceiſively full 
of himſelſ; moſt profuſely expenſive 
in Pomp, and Shew, and Diverſions; 
aſſuming, arbitrary, cruel and in- 
flexible: Which loſing him the At- 
fections of his Subjects, in the End, 
by a ſudden and ſurprizing Revo- 
lution, loſt him his Crown. He had 
no Iſſue by either of his two Mar- 
riages, 
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n ENRY Duke of Lan 
oer and Hereford, 
4 ſurnam'd of Bolin- 
FA) = YN broke, from his being 
born there, was the 
eldeſt Son of Fohn of 
Gaunt, Duke of Lancaſter. He aſcend- 
ed the Throne in the Manner above- 
mention d, tho“ Mortimer, Earl of 
March, had a better Claim to the 
Crown, as being deſcended from 
Philippa, Daughter of the Duke of 
larence, Henry's Father's elder Bro- 
ther. This Mortimer's Father had 
been declar'd preſumptive Heir to the 
Crown, who was Grandſon of Roger 
Mortimer, executed as a Traitor in 
King Edward's Reign; whole Sen- 
tence had "been revers'd, as being 
contrary to Law, he having been 


cohdemn'd upon the Notoriety of 


the Facts, without being ſuffer d to 
ſpeak in his oon Defence. Henry 
could not but have a great Liking 
for the Parliament, which had given 
him the Crown; and ſo, tho' it was 
call d in Richards Name, and con- 
ſequently ceas'd, upon his being de- 


poſed, yet he thought fit to continue 
it, tho* as a new Parliament under 
his own Authority. He was crown'd 
on the 13th of October, being thirty 
three Years old: And on the fame 
Day he publiſh'd a Proclamati- 
on, declaring he had aſcended the 
Throne, by Right of Conqueſt, by 
Virtue of Richard's Reſignation to 
him, and as the next Heir Male of 
that King. He choſe to build his 
Claim on theſe three weak or falſc 
Foundations, rather than own that he 
deriv'd his Right from the general 
Conſent of the People, which was 
the only lawful Title he had. This 
done, he created Ins eldeſt Son Heu- 
ry, thirteen Years old, Prince of 
Wales, Duke of Aquitain, Lancaſicr, 
and Cornwall, and Earl of Che/ter. 
The Parliament meeting the Day 
after the Coronation, firſt paſs'd an 
Act of Indemnity, in favour of thoſe 
who had taken Arms for the King, 
whilſt only Duke of Lancaſter. They 
then -unanimouſly repeal'd all the 


Acts of the Shrewſbury Parliament, 


and ſo put the Rights and Liber- 
ties 
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ties of the People on the ſame Foot 
they were on before Richard's Uſur- 
pations. This done, they revers'd 
the Sentences. Againſt the Earls of 
Arundel, and Warwick, and proceed- 
ed againſt the Authors and Adviſers 
of the late Meaſures taken * 
thoſe two Earls, and the Duke of 
Glouceſter. As Ri chard had given 
them the Eſtates of theſe three Lords, 
the Parliament depriv'd them of 
thoſe Eſtates, and alſo of their Ti- 
tles. But Henry, willing to begin his 
Reign with Mildneſs, Tufer's them 
to enjoy their own Eſtates, and, as 
ſome ſay, reſtor d them to their Titles. 


As they pleaded that Richard had 


compe!l'd them to do what they did, 
the Parliament paſs'd an Act, declar- 
ing, That, for the future, Compulſion 
ſhould be no Excuſe to juſtify un- 
lawful Actions. After this, the King 
publiſh'd a general Pardon, except- 
ing however the Murderers of the 
Duke of Glouceſter; one of whom 
was taken and hang'd at London, 
and his Head ſent over, and fix d on 
one of the Gates of Calais. 

The Parliament, thinking they had 
not done enough in giving Henry 
the Crown, thought fit to ſecure it 
to his Idue, by paſſing an Act to 
ſettle the Succeſſion in the Houſe of 
Lancaſter. This might have been 
attended with no ill Conſequences, 
as Mortimer and his Brother died 


without Iflue, had not the ſecond 


Son of the Duke of York married 
Ame their Siſter ; which at length 
prov'd the Source of that long and 
bloody Conteſt between the Houſes 
of York and Lancaſter. 

A very important Affair ſtill re- 


main'd, in which the King deſired 


the Advice of his Parliament; and 
that was, how to diſpoſe of Richard 
their late Sovereign. The Biſhop 
of Carliſie ventumd to make a ſmart 
Speech in his Defence, and againſt 
Henry ; for which he was depriv'd 


. of his. Biſhoprick and impriſon'd, but 
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ſoon releas d. The Reſult of the 


41 Deliberation on this 
„Was extraordinary: The 

reſolved, That Richard ſhould 4 
confin'd during Life, and main- 
tain'd in a princely Manner ; but 
if his Deliverance ſhould any Wa 

be attempted, he ſhould ſuffer Death: 
Which in Effet condemning 
him to die, at the ſame Time that 
ow pretended to grant him his 
Life. Soon after, Henry remov'd 
him from the Tower to Leeds Caſtle 
in Kent, and from thence to Ponte- 


fra Caſtle in Torkfhire. 


'The Convocation being fitting at 
the ſame Time with the Parliament, 
Henry thought it ſo neceſſary for his 
Eſtabliſhment on the Throne, to 
make the Clergy his Friends; that 
he ſent the Earls of Northumberland, 
and W:/tmorland, to aſſure them, that 
he would maintain them in all their 
Privileges and Immunities, and was 
ready to join with them in extirpa- 
ting Hereſy, and puniſhing obſtinate 
Hereticks : Than which, nothing 


could pleaſe the Clergy better. 


To preſerve the Eſteem of the 
reſt of his Subjects, he affected great 
Popularity, diſcovering, on all Oc- 
caſions, a Regard for their Liberties, 
and his Averſion to Richard's tyran- 
nical Government. With this View, 
he cauſed all the blank Bonds, which 
Richard had extorted, as well from 
the City of London, as from the 17 
Counties, to be brought into Chan- 
cery, and publickly burnt. 

But all this did not hinder a Con- 
ſpiracy being form'd againſt him, 
which broke out ſo early as at the 
Beginning of the Year 1400. The 
chief Conſpirators were the Dukes 
of Surrey, and Exeter, Thomas Spencer 
Earl of G/oucefter, and the Earl of 
Saliſbury. Theſe had been Richard's 
chief Favourites, to whom he had 


given the Eſtates of the Earls of 


Arundel, and Warwick, and the 
Duke of Glouceſter. Their firſt De- 
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fign was to aſſaſſinate King Henry, 
in order to reſtore Richard. But 
this Method failing, they had Re- 
courle to Arms. They ſoon got 
together a good Body of Forces, and 
encamp'd near Cirenceſter. They 
went and lodg'd within the Town, 
the Duke of Surrey and Earl of 
Faliſbury at one Inn, and the Duke 
of Exeter and Earl of Glouceſter 
at another, whilſt the Army lay 
without; and no Care had been 
taken to guard the Gates. The 
Mayor taking Advantage of this 
Overſight, rais'd 400 of the Townſ- 
men in the Night, and having ſhut the 
Gates, attack d the two Inns where 
the Lords were. They defended 
themſelves a great Part of the Night, 
tho" they had none but their Do: 
meſticks with them. At laſt, the 
Inn, where the Duke of Surrey and 
the Earl of Saliſfury were, was broke 
open, and the two Lords were taken 
and beheaded on the Spot, by the 
Mayor's Order. 'The Duke of Exe- 
fer and Earl of Glouceſter eſcaped 
over the Houſes, and coming to the 


Camp, found their Army had de- 
ſerted, 


| They were ſoon after taken, 
and both likewiſe beheaded. 

The Suppreſſion of this Conſpi- 
racy was ſoon follow'd by the Death 
of the late King. Some ſay, he was 
ſtarved to Deatn, but the moſt com- 
monly received Account is this, That 


Sir Pyers Exton coming to Penteſract, 


accompany*d by eight Men, Richard 
obſery'd that the ſame Day his Vic- 
tuals were not taſted at Dinner as 
uſual; and aſking the Reaſon, the 
Perſon whoſe Office it was, told him, 
that Eton had brought Orders from 
the King to the contrary. At which 
Richard took up a Knife and ftruck 
him on the Face. Exton and his 
Accomplices ruſhing in at the Noiſe, 
the poor King perceiv'd he was go- 
ing to be aſſaſſinated; but reſolving 
to ſell his Life at as dear a Rate as 


- Poſſible, he ſnatch d a Pole-Ax from 


HENRY V. 


one of them, and defended himſe!f 
with ſuch Fury, that he kill'd four 
of them. At laſt coming accidental. 
ly near Exton, who was got upon a 

hair, the Aſſaſſin ſtruck him ſo vio- 
lent a Blow on the Head with 2 
Club, that he fell dead at his Feet. 
Such was the End of this unhappy 
Prince, when he was about thirty 
three Years old. His Body was 
brought from Pontefract, and interr'd 


But Henry V. remov'd it to V:/.- 
minſter Abbey, and erected for him 
and his firſt Queen Anne, a noble 
Tomb of grey Marble, on which 
lie their Effigies of gilt Copper. 
About the Time of the late Con- 
ſpiracy, Owen Glendour began to ap- 
pear in ales, He got the 7 


to renounce their Subjection to Eng. 


land, and to own him for their S0. 
vereign. From which Time he ſtil'd 
himſelf Prince of Wales, and main- 
tain'd his Authority there for ſome 
Years. He made an Incurſion into 
Herefordſhire, and in a Battle tool: 
Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March, 
Priſoner; for which King Henry was 
not ſorry. Glenabur ſtill continuing 
to Pay the Country bordering 
upon Wales, the King march'd a- 
gainſt him in 1401, but return'd 
without Succeſs; the Enemy having 
retir*d to the Mountains, it was im- 
poſſible to attack him. He had no 
better Succeſs in his ſecond Expedi- 
tion, the next Vear, which he made 
with a more numerous Army. G. 
aour again retiring to the Moun 
tains of Suoauden, the King could 
not come at him. And as he was 
preparing to ravage the Country, 
the Weather on a ſudden grew % 
very ſtormy, that he was forc'd to 
deſiſt. The Engliſb fancy d Glen- 
aour had made a Contract with the 
Devil to raiſe theſe Storms, in order 
to prevent the Ruin of his Country. 
The Parliament, which met in 


1401, confirm'd and enlarg'd the 


Statute 


in Langley Church in Hertford/vir:: 
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Yatute of Proviſors, commonly call'd 


the Starute of Præmunire, againſt 


thoſe who ſolicited Bulli, call'd Pro- 


w;frones, from Rome, for Benefices, 
either actually vacant, or that ſhould 
become fo ; as alſo againſt thoſe who 
carried into the Eecliſiaſtical Courts, 
Cauſes that belong'd to the Crwz7. 
The Penalty was Forfeiture of Lands 
and Goods, with Impriſonment during 
the King's Pleaſure. Several other 
Offences of the like Nature were in 
after Times made liable to the ſame 
Penalty ; which gave a great Blow to 
the Pope's Power in England. 

Tho' Henry did not think fit to 
refuſe his Aﬀent to this Statute, yet, 
to keep fair with the Clergy, he 
conniv'd at the frequent Breach of 
it; and by the Influence of the 
Court, and the Intrigues of the Cler- 
gy, an Act was obtain'd in this very 
Seſſion, for the burning of Hereticks, 
occafion'd by the great Increaſe of 
the Wickliffites, or Lollards. One 
William Sawwtre, a Lollard, Pariſh- 
Prieſt of St. O/ith in London, was 
immediately after condemn'd by the 


Eccleſiaſtical Court, and being de- 


liver'd over to the /ecu/ar Power, 
was burnt alive by Virtue of the 
King's Writ (call'd the Wyit de Hæ- 
retico comburendo) directed to the 
Mayor and Sheriffs of London. 'Thus 
Henry ſought to pleaſe the Clergy, at 
the Expence of the Lives of honeſt and 
conſcientious Men, call'd Hereticks, 
only becauſe they differ'd from the 
then commonly receiv'd Opinions, 
which were the Effect of groſs Ig- 
norance, popiſh Prieltcratt and Su- 
perſtition. 


In 1402, the King was alarm'd 


with a Rumour induftriouſly ſpread, 
that Richard was 'alive, and had 
rais'd a great Army in Scotland, in 
order to come and dethrone the U- 
ſurper; and Papers were ſtuck up at 
all the publick Places, containing 
the ſevereſt Invectives againſt Henry. 
For this, Sir Roger Clarendon, na- 
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tural Son of the renowned Black 
Prince, eight Monks, and ſeveral o- 
ther Perſons ſuffer d Death. About 
the ſame Time, the King married 
2 of Navarre, Widow of the 

uke of Bretagne; but he had no 
Iſſue by her. 

This Year the Scots invaded Eng- 


land twice, and were both Times 


defeated by the Earl of Northumber- 
land, and Henry Hehe his Son. In 
the firſt Battle at Niſbet, Hepborne, 
the Storch General was ſlain ; 

in the ſecond at Halidoaun- Hill, the 
Earl of Doauglas the other General, 
and a great many Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion, were taken Priſoners. 

Theſe Succeſſes, advantageous as 
they were, laid the Foundation of a 
Quarrel between the King and the 
Earl of Northumberland. The Kin 
would have it, that the Priſoners F 
Diſtinction belonged to him, and or- 
der'd the Earl to deliver them into 
his Hands. The Earl on the other 
hand thought, that after ſuch ſignal 
Services he had a Right to the Be- 
nefit of their Ranſom. This Affair 
occaſion'd firſt a great Coldneſs be: 
tween the King and the Earl; which 
growing at laſt to a thorough Ant- 
moſity, the Earl enter'd into a Con- 
{piracy with his Brother the Earl of 
24 orceſter, his Son Hotſpur, and other 
Lords, to dethrone Henry; which 
broke out in 1403. For this Pur- 
poſe they ſettled a Correſpondence 
with ſeveral Scotch Lords, and ſent 
Agents to Oxven Glendour, and Ed- 
mund Mortimer, who was ſtill a Pri- 
ſoner in Wales, to perſuade them to 
come into the Plot. It was agreed 
to place Mortimer on the "Throne, 
that the Earl of Northumberland 
ſhould hold all Norzh of the Trent, 
and do Homage to the Crown for 


it, and that G/endour ſhould have 


all //:/: of the Severn. Matters 
being thus ſettled, the Earl of Mor- 
ceſter, and Henry Hotſpur, march'd 
with an Army and join'd he 
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Who was advanc'd as far as Shrop- 
Hire. King Henry having an Army 
in Readineſs, march'd againſt them, 
and found them encam Tat Shrew/- 
bury. Both Armies ſoon engag'd. 
The King was like to have been 
worſted at firſt, and had his Horſe 
kill'd under him; but in the End 
gained a compleat Victory. Young 

ercy Leiche was ſlain in the Bat- 
tle; and the Earl of Worcefter was 
taken Priſoner, and beheaded. 'The 
Earl of Northumberland, who had 
been detain'd by Sickneſs in the 
North, being recover d, was march- 
ing to reinforce the Malecontents : 
But hearing of their Defeat, came 
and threw himſelf on the King's 
Mercy, who, remembering that he 
had been the chief Inſtrument in 

rocuring him the Crown, thought 
At to pardon him. 

In 1405, Prince Henry, the King's 
eldeſt Son, led an Army againſt the 
Mi, and defeated them in two 
Battles; in the latter of which, Glen- 
dour's Son was taken Priſoner. Ne- 
vertheleſs, the Velßb depending on 
Aſſiſtance from France, continu'd in 
_ Revolt, in Hopes of better Suc- 


Another Thing which encourag'd 
Glendour to hold out, was, in all 
likelihood, his Knowledge of a Plot, 
which had been for ſome Time 
hatching in England, and broke out 
this Year. The firſt Author of it 
was Richard Scroop, Archbiſhop of 
York, whom Richard had rais'd to 
that Dignity. He drew ſeveral 
Lords into a Confederacy to de- 
throne Henry ; among whom were 
Thomas Mowbray Farl Marſhal, the 
Lords Bardelf, Haſtings, and Falcon- 
bridge, and even the Earl of Ner- 
thumberland, whom the King had 
lately pardon'd. They levy'd a 
great Number of Troops, and drew 
them together at York, where they 
publiſh's a ſevere Manifeſto againſt 
the King. Henry was not leſs happy 
in having this Conſpiracy cruſhed, 
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than in the former. Ralph Nex;!, 
Earl of W/tmorland, being then in 
the North, in order to prevent any 
Incurſions from the Scots, tho' he 
did not care to engage the Rebel, 
whoſe Forces were much ſuperior 
to his; + manag'd with ſuch Ar. 
tifice and Cunning, that, pretending 
he was defirous to join the Con- 
ſpirators, he ſo impoſed: upon the 
Credulity of the Archbiſhop and 
Mowbray, that they agreed to have 
a Conference with him, which was 
held in an open Plain, the Guards 
on both Sides having advariced at 
equal Diſtance. Here, after great 
Familiarity and Pretenſions of Friend- 
ſhip, to ſhew in his Turn how much 
he confided in them, he order'd hi; 
Guards to withdraw: And the two 
Lords willing to ſhew the ſame 
Frankneſs, order'd theirs to with- 
draw likewiſe. They were ſcarce 
out of Sight, when the others re- 
turn'd upon full Gallop, and having 
ſeiz'd the two Conſpirators, carry'd 
them to Veſtmorland's Army. This 
was ſuch a Conſternation to the 
whole Confederacy, that every one 
began to ſhift for himſelf, The 
King being come to — 3 ſome 
Time after, the Archbiſhop and 
Mowbray were brought before him, 
and ſentenc'd to be beheaded, which 
was executed accordingly. Ihen 
marching to beſiege Berwick, whi- 
ther the Earl of Northumberland and 
the Lord Bardblf had retir'd, he 
took the Lords Haſtings and Falcon- 
bridge on the Road, who were like- 
wiſe beheaded. 

Upon the King's Approach, Nor- 
thumberland and Bardolf took Re- 
fuge in Scotland, from whence the 
next Year they retir'd into Wales ; 
where the French had made a De- 
ſcent, in favour of Glendour, and in 
Conjunction with him, had taken 
Carmarthen, and Worceſter. They 
had Time to reimbark, before Henry 
could come up with them ; who not- 

withſtanding 
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vidiſtanding had the bad Fortune to 
return, without doing any Thing 


zoainſt the Welſh, All the Time 
= Earl of Northumberland was in 
Wales, he was contriving with Gen- 
dour, how to dethrone King Henry; 
to this End, having privately ſecur'd 
the Aſſiſtance of the North, where 
he had ſtill great Intereſt, he and 
Bardolf return'd to Scotland, and 
enter d England with fome Scotch 
Troops, by the Northern Counties, 
where they ſoon had a conſidera- 
ble Army, and advanc'd into York- 
Hire. Here Sir Thomas Rokeſby, She- 
rif of 7or4, having rais'd ſome For- 
ces to retard their Progreſs till the 
King ſhould come up, the Rebels 
thought fit to attack him ; but it was 
to their Ruin: For they were total- 
ly routed by the Sheriff's Forces, 
the Earl of Northumberland ſlain, and 
Lord Bardolf taken Priſoner, who 
died ſoon after of his Wounds. 'This 
was in 1408. 

Tho' the French took every Op- 
portunity to do Henry ill Offices, 
yet they always pretended they ne- 
ver broke the Truce. They in- 
vaded Guienne, made ſeveral At- 
tempts upon Calais, tho' in vain, 
ſupported G/endour in Wales, and en- 
courag'd the Malecontents in Eng- 
land. For all this, Henry being whol- 
ly intent upon ſecuring himſelf at 
home, did not care to involve him- 
ſelf in Wars abroad. And ſo he 


never came to a Rupture with France, 


but the T'ruce was confirm'd almoſt 
every Year, tho' as often broke by 
the French, At length, the inteſtine 


Diviſions in France, between the 


Houſes of Orleans and Burgundy, 
prov'd of ſingular Advantage to 
him. From that Time, the French 
being wholly taken up with their 
own Affairs, had no Leiſure to 
concern themſelves with other Peo- 
ple's. By this Means, and by 
the Death of the Earl of Northurr- 
berland, Glendour's Aﬀairs went 
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ickly to Decay. The Neiß de- 
Pairing of his being ever able to do 
what he had promis'd them, began 
to deſert him; upon which he pri- 
vately withdrew from them, and 
ſpent the reſt of his Days in ſome 
unknown Place. 'The Duke of Or- 
leans ſued to Henry for Aſſiſtance 
againſt the Duke of Burgundy, and 
he actually ſent an Army into France, 
for that Purpoſe ; but when they 
arriv'd, they found that a Peace had 
been concluded between the two 
Parties: And the Eng; Army not 
being duly paid by thoſe who had 
ſent for them, made dreadful Ha- 
vock in their Return. 

Let us now go a little back, and 
ſee how Things were manag'd with 
regard to the Civil Government. In 
1406, an Act was paſs'd to ſecure 
the Freedom of Elections of Mem- 
bers to ſerve in Parliament. From 
hence it ſhould ſeem, that the Kin 
had done ſomething inconſiſtent with 
ſuch Freedom. However, he gave 
his Aſent to this AR, for the Sake of 
a Subſidy he intended to demand. 
When the Demand was made, the 
Parliament told him, there was no 
apparent Neceſſity for it. But in or- 
der to obtain it, he kept them ſo 
long ſitting, that they were oblig'd 
to conſent to it for their own Con- 
venience. He did the ſame in 1410, 
when he rejectec. the Petition of the 
Commons, for repealing or altering 
the late barbarous Act againſt the 
Lollards ; and to ſhew how averſe he 
was to relax any Thing in this Point, 
caus'd one Thomas Badby to be burnt, 
who was the ſecond that ſuffer'd 
Death on account of #ck/if"s Opi- 
nions. 

Notwithſtanding Henry's Severity 
in the former Part of his Reign, 
when he had no more to fear from 
France, Scotland, Wales, or the Male- 
contents in England, he apply'd him- 
ſelf to govern in ſuch a mild and 
popular Manner, that he gain'd the 


good 


— 
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good Opinion of his Subjects, and 


 remov'd, in great Meaſure, the ill 
Impreſſions that his former Behavi- 


our had made upon them. ; 

In the mean Time, the Prince of 
Wakes ſuffer d himſelf to be ſo de- 
bauched by evil Companions, that he 
gave himſelf up to riotous and diſ- 
orderly Practices; and his, and his 
Aſſociates extravagant Pranks were 
the common Subject of Diſcourſe. 
One of his Companions being ar- 
raign'd for Felony, he reſolv'd to 
be preſent at the Trial, and while 
Sentence was paſling, in a great Paſ- 
ſion ſtruck the Judge on the Face; 
who immediately order'd him to be 
arreſted and committed to the King s- 
Bench. The Prince, hereupon relent- 
ing, in a ſubmiſſive Mannner ſuffer d 

himſelf to be led quietly to Priſon. 
King Henry did not long enjoy his 
State of Tranquillity. He was ſeiz d 
with a Diſtemper, which put an End 
to his Life on March 20, 1413, in 
the forty - ſixth Year of his Age, and 
fourteenth of his Reign. His Corpſe 
was removed to Canterbury, and there 
interr d. An extreme Teatouly for 
the Crown was his diſtinguiſhing 


Character, and the Deſire of pre- 


ſerving it, the ſole Motive of his 


* | \ ty « } 


« 


55 
a 


Actions, which had very little worthy 


or eminent in them: One Thing, at 
leaſt, ought to be look'd upon as an 
indelible Stain to his Memory, viz. 
his being the firſt Burner of Here- 
ticks ; tho* that, perhaps, is the Rea- 
ſon, why ſome have been fo laviſh in 
his Praiſes. | 
He had by Mary de Bobun, his 
Wife, Daughter of Humphrey, 
Earl of Hereford, four Sons, wiz. 
Heng, who ſucceeded him; Thomas, 
Duke of Clarence; Jobn, Duke of 
Bedford; and Humphrey, Duke of 
Gloucefler z and two Daughters, 
Blanch, married to the Elector Pa- 


latine; and Philippa, to the King of 


Denmark and Norway. 

Robert Knolles, who had bravely 
ſignaliz'd himſelf in King Edwar/; 
Wars in France, William of Wickham 
Biſhop of ¶ incheſter, and Sir Richard 
V hittington Mayor of London, were 
eminent in this Reign for their Works 
of Charity and munificent Foundati- 
ons. The Poets Geoffery Chaucer 
and Jobn Gower, reckon'd the firit 
Reſormers of the Eng/z/b Tongue, al- 
ſo flouriſh'd about this Time. There 
was a dreadful Plague in London, in 


Henry's Reign, which ſwept away 


above 30,000 Perſons. 
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ceeded by his eldeſt 
H 


G7) Son, Prince Hemwy, 
> born at Monmouth, in 
388, and thence call- 
ed Henry of Monmouth. 

His diſſolute Behaviour, in his Fa- 
ther's Life-Time, made the People 
ſomewhat . fearful how he might 
rove, when he came to aſcend the 
hrone. Among other Pranks, he 
and his Companions, it is faid, would 
lay in Wait for and rob his Father's 
and his own Receivers on the High- 
Way. However, a certain Noble- 
neſs of Mind, and Greatneſs of Soul, 
often diſcover'd it ſelf amidſt all his 
Extravagancies, which were thought 
to be chiefly owing to Want of Em- 
ployment, in one of his lively and 
active Spirit: For his Father being 
jealous of his forward and enterpriz- 
ing Genius, had excluded him from 
all Poſts, both Civil and Military, 
after he had given ſuch ſignal Proofs 
of his Courage and Conduct, in his 
Expedition againſt the Veh. Be 
that as it will, the Nation was ſoon 
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N ENRY IV. was ſuc- 


eas'd of its Fears; and Henry, of 2 
looſe and vicious Prince, became a 
wiſe, virtuous, juſt and great King. 
Having been proclaim'd by the 
Name of Henry V. immediately after 
his Father's Death: wiz. March 20, 
1413, he was crown'd on the gth of 
April following. After which, the 
firſt Thing he did, was to ſend for 
his old Companions ; when, to the 
Surprize of all, he exhorted them 
in a very pathetick Manner to for- 
ſake their evil Courſes ; and makin 
them handiome Preſents, charg' 
them at the ſame Time, on Pain 
of his Diſpleaſure, never to come to 
Court. He then choſe a Council of 
the graveſt and ableſt of his Sub- 
jects, turn'd out ſuch Judges as had 


_ abus'd their Authority, continu- 


ed the deſerving, particularly, the 
Chief Juſtice Go ſceigne, who had 
committed him for his Inſult in 
Court, when Prince of Wales, and 
fill'd up the Places of thoſe he had 
remov'd, with Perſons of the like 
Honour and Integrity. He did al- 
ſo the fame with reſpect to inferior 

N | Magiſtrates. 
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nings, he entirely ſecur d the Affec- 


tion and Eſteem of his Subjects, 
and continu'd to do it thro' the 
whole Courſe of his Reign. © 
The only Blot upon his Cha- 
raſter was his perſecuting the Wick- 
Ates or Lollards. But that was ow- 
ing more to the Superſtition of the 
Times, and the bloody Zeal of the 
Biſhops and Clergy, than to his own 
natural Temper; and he often ex; 
preſs'd his Diſlike of ſuch Proceed- 
ings. However, by the Contrivance 
of the Biſhops, Sir John Olacaſtle, 
Baron of Cobham, a Man of great 
Merit, whom they look'd upon to 
be the chief Protector of the Le/- 
lardi, was apprehended and com- 
mitted to the Tower; and being 
conven'd before the Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, and fome of his Bre- 
thren, was pronounced a Heretick, 
and deliver'd over to the ſecular 
Power. His Execution would ſoon 
have follow'd, if he had not eſcap'd 
out of the Tower, and fled into Yale; 
where he lay conceal'd four Years. 
At length, whilſt the King was in 
France, he was retaken and brought 
to Londen, and there hung up by 
the Middle with a Chain, and burnt 


alive. He ſhew'd a wonderful Firm 
neſs and Reſolution to the laſt, and 


*was the firſt of the Nobility who 
ſuffer d on account of Religion. 
Whilſt Lord Cobham lay hid in 
Wales, fome Lollardt met together 
to worſhip God in S/. Giles Field. 
which was then overgrown with 
Buſhes. They choſe this for a Place 
of Secrecy, as their Meetings had 
been forbid by Proclamation. The 
Biſhops having Information of their 


being together, by Means of ſome 


falſe Brethren, as it ſhould ſeem; 
they perſuaded the King, that there 


"were 20,000 of them in Arms, with 


Oldcaftle at their Head, who were 
conſpiring againſt his Perſon. The 


King believing the Story, and hav- 
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ing a good deal of Fire in his Ten. 
per, march'd with ſome Troops to 
the Place about Midnight, where 
finding about 80 or 100, he fell 
upon them, kill'd about 20, and 


took 60 ſome of whom were aſter. 


wards hanged and burnt, and among 
them, Sir Roger Afton. 

Henry had no ſooner mounted the 
Throne, but he began to think of 
recovering what the Engli/þ had 
loſt in Fance. A favourable Junc. 
ture offer'd, by the Revival of the 
Animoſities and Civil Wars between 
the Orleans and Burgundy Factions; 
of which King Henry did not fail to 
make his Advantage. Charl:; VI. 


had been King of France for many 


Years. But this Prince being tre. 
quently afflicted with Fits of Lu. 
nacy, was incapable of governing; 
and the Struggle about the Guard: 
anſhip of the King and Kingdom, 
was the Riſe of theſe violent Com- 
motions ; the Dauphin, in the mean 
Time, being only a Tool play'd of 
by both Parties as their Occaſions 
requir'd. The Orleans Faction at 
length JG the Duke of Bur. 
gundy fought to make an Alliance 
with King Henry. "This gave him 
an Opportunity to interfere in the 
Affairs of France; and taking the 
Advantage of theſe inteſtine Divih- 
ons, he by his Ambaſſadors renew'd 
his Claim to that Kingdom, as Hei 
to King Efward III. But leſt this 
ſhould * thought too much, the 
Ambaſſadors, ſaving the Right 0: 
their Sovereign, contented them- 
ſelves with demanding Normans, 
Anjou, Maine, Touraine, Ic. and ill 
that had been yielded to Edward III. 
by the Treaty of Bretigny. Ihis 
occaſion'd ſeveral Embaſſies between 
England and France, and the 1 ruce 
between the two Crowns was fe 
newed from Time to Time. When 
Henry made his firſt Demand, t» 
ſaid, the Dauphin in Deriſion ſent 


him a Tun of Tennis Balls; and 
Henry 
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Hau ſent him Word back, that he 
would ſhortly return the Preſent in 
ſuch Balls as would break the ſtrong- 
eſt Gates of Paris. At lengen, the 
French Ambaſſadors propos'd a Mar- 
riage between King . and Ca- 
tharine, Daughter of Charles VI. 
which Henry conſented to, provided 
it was to be only the Conſequence 
of the Peace, and not the Founda- 
tion of it, in Prejudice of, the Re- 
ſtitution he demanded. owever, 
the Engli/b Ambaſſadors were in- 
ſtructed to abate in their Demands 
from Time to Time, and at len 
reduc'd them to the Treaty of 
Bretigny, and a Million of Crowns 
for the Princeſs's Portion; which 
Sum they would lower, on Condi- 
tion, that, if two Sons ſhauld be born 
of this Marriage, the youngeſt ſhould 
have Montrewi/ and Ponthicu, in full 
Sovereignty. To this the French 
thought fit to return no Anſwer, 
and Henry prepar'd for War ; the 
Duke of Burgund) in the mean 
Time carrying on ſeveral private 
Negotiations with him, not ſticking 
to betray his Country in order to 
accompliſh his Deſigns. 

Whilſt Affairs were in this Situa- 
tion, the King call'd a Parliament 
at Leiceſter, in which a ſevere Act 
was paſs d againſt the Lollar di, wiz. 
That all the Magiſtrates of the 
Kingdom ſhould take an Oath to do 
their utmoſt to ſuppreſs Hereticks, 
and aſſiſt the Biſhops therein. It 
was allo enacted, that whoſoever 
read the Scriptures in Exgliſb, ſhould, 
as Hereticks and Traitors, if they 
continued obſtinate, be firſt hang'd 
and then burnt. Immediately a ſe- 
vere Perſecution commenc'd againſt 
the poor Lollardt. Many were exe- 
cuted; ſome fled the Kingdom; and 
others, thro* Terror at theſe ſhock- 
ing Cruelties, abjur'd their Religion. 
And yet the Commons paſs'd this 


AR, only that the Suſpicion of He- 
Tely intheir Body might not defeat a 
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* and landed on the eift. at 
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Project they had in View againſt the 
Eccleſiaſticks; as it had done twice in 
the late Reign. This was an Addreſs 
to the King to ſeize upon the ex- 
orbitant Eſlates of the Clergy. This 
exceedingly alarm'd the whole Bo- 


dy; and, after ſeveral Conſultations, 


they agreed to give up a Part, in 
order to fave the reſt; and fo de- 
liver'd into the King's Hands 110 
Alien Priories, Another Method to 
avert the Blow was, for the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury to make a la- 
bour'd Speech to the King in Par- 
liament, in order to divert him from 
Affairs at home, by engaging him 
in Wars abroad. Accordingly he 
uſed ſuch Arguments to perſuade the 
King to attempt the Conqueſt of 
France, as entirely ſuited with the 
Ambition and martial Temper of 
the young Monarch. And the Com- 
mons, at laſt, approving of the 
Deſign, granted him a Subſidy of 
300,000 Marks. And now People's 
Minds being wholly taken up with 
this Affair, the Project againſt the 
Clergy dropt of Courſe. In this 
Parliament, Henry Percy, Grandſon 
to the late Earl of Northumberland, 
was reftor'd to the Honour and E- 


ſtates of his Father and Grand- 
father. 


The Negotiations were renew'd, . 


and ſtill carry'd on, between France 
and England; but Matters were 
come to that Paſs, that it was eaſy 
to ſee, both Sides ſought only to 
gain Time. .All.Hopes of Accom- 
modation being at an End, when 
Henry was juſt going to embark, a 
Plot was diſcover'd againſt his Per- 
ſon; for which the Earl of Cambridge, 
the Lord 'Treaſurer Scroop, and To- 
mas Grey, a Privy Countlor, were 
executed. Tis thought they were 
brib'd by French Gold, to engage 
in this Conſpiracy. 

This Affair being over, Henry em- 
bark'd with his Troops in A 


Hare 
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Hare de Grace in Normandy. He 
march'd directly and laid Siege to 
Har fleur, which he took after a vi- 
orous Reſiſtance; and, expelling the 
nhabitants, peopled it with Eg /i. 
This was a Beginning, tho' it 
coſt him dear, by the Loſs of Abun- 
dance of his Men, who were either 
kill'd in the Siege, or died of the 
Flux, which rag'd alſo very vio- 
lently amongſt thoſe who ſurviv'd. 
Notwithſtanding which, he reſolv'd 
to march to Calais; and fo paſſing 
thro' Caux and Ex, he after a moſt fa- 
tiguing and difficult March croſs'd the 
$omme, on the 19th of Oclober; where 
the French Army under the Conſtable 
4 Albret, four Times, ſome ſay fix 
Times, as numerous as the E£xg1i/h, 
were waiting to 8. him Battle, in 
full Confidence of Victory. Dawid 
Gam, a Welh Captain, being ſent 
to view their Situation, on his Re- 
turn ſaid, There were enough to 
kill, enough to take Priſoners, and 
enough to run away ; with which 
brave Saying, the King was not a 
little pleas'd. The French making 
no Haſte: to advance, Henry, after 
encouraging his Men, and exhort- 
ing them to put their Truſt in God 
the Giver of Victory, thought fit to 
attack them firſt, being determin'd 
either to conquer or die. The Bat 
tle began at Ten in the Morning, 
and laſted till almoſt Five in the 
Afternoon, Oct. 25, 1415, when by 
the ſurprizing Courage and Conduct 
of the King, and the Bravery of 
his Troops, the whole numerous 
French Army, ſaid to conſiſt of more 
than 100,000 Men, was entirely de- 
feated. The Conſtable 4 Albert, 
the Duke of Alengon, ſeveral other 
Princes and great Men, and Ofh- 
cers of Note, with 10,000 private 
Soldiers, were flain. Among the 
Priſoners, who were very nume 
rous, were the Dukes of Orleans and 
Bourbon, and many other Perſons of 
'Diltinetion. The Eugliſe loſt only 


the Duke of Yor4, and the Farl of 
Suffolk, a few Knights, and 400 pri- 
vate Men; tho* ſome make their 
".ofs much leſs. The King firſt re. 
turned ſolemn Thanks to God for 
this great Victory; after which, he 
aſk'd the Name of the Caſtle which 
ſtood near the Field of Battle ; and 
being told it was call'd Agincourt, 
Then, ſays he, in all Time to come, 
the Action of this Day {Mill be 
call'd the Battle of Agincourt. The 
next Morning, Henry continued his 
March to Ca, and about the Mid- 
dle of November return'd in 'Tri- 
9 to England. 

s to the State of France after 
this famous Battle, the Civil War be- 
tween the contending Parties broke 
out with more Fury than ever; which 
was of the greateſt Advantage to 
Henry, and contributed more to bring 
about his Deſigns, than his continu- 
ing the War would have done. His 
Aſliance was courted ſometimes by 
one Party, and ſometimes by the o 
ther, and he carried on his Negoti- 
ations in ſuch a Manner, during the 
whole Year 1416, and Part of the 
next, as to give them 'I'ime to de 
{troy one another. The Earl of 
Armagnac, new Conſtable, was in 
the Poſſeſſion of the Government, 
and of the King's Perſon, and was 
a mortal Enemy to the Burgundians. 
From him the Orleans Faction were 
now call'd 4rmagnacs. Henry was 
deſirous of an Alliance with the 
Duke of Burgundy, which that Prince 
would not have enter'd into, if he 


could have compaſs*'d his End, of 


being again at the Head of the Go 
vernment, without it, But not being 
able to do this, a Treaty, after ſe- 
veral private Negotiations, was at 
length agreed to, which turn'd much 
to Henry's Advantage. The Con. 
ſtable, in the mean Time, amus'd 
him with a Negotiation, till on a 
ſudden he beſieged Harfleur, both 
by Sea and Land; but the Duk 


te 
I of 


of Bedford, the King's Brother, be- 
ing ſent with a Fleet againſt him, 
deſtroy d the French Fleet, and for- 
ced him to raiſe the Siege. The 
Earl of Armagnac, being of a vio- 
lent Temper, and excecding jealous 
of his Authority, had not only cauſ- 
ed the Duke of Burgundy, by his 
cruel and revengeful Proceedings a- 
inſt his Adherents, to throw him- 
felt into the Arms of King Henry; 
but fearing that //abe//a of . 
Wife of Charles VI. who ſhew'd a 
reat Uneaſineſs at being forced to 
govern'd by a Subject, might find 
Means to remove him, he got the 
King and Darphin to conſent to her 
being carried as a Priſoner to Tours; 
for which, ſhe ever after had a 
mortal Hatred againſt the Dauphin 
her Son; which produced very im- 
portant Effects, to the Advantage of 
the King of England. 

Aﬀairs being in this Situation, 
whilſt the Duke of Burgundy ap- 
proach'd Paris at the Head of 
an Army, King Henry landed in 
Normandy, about the End of Fuly 
1417 ; where he ſoon made a great 
Progreſs, took Caen, and ſeveral o- 
ther Places. The Campaign laſted 
all the Winter with great Succeſs, 
The Town of Falaiſe was taken in 
December, and the Caſtle ſurrender'd 
in February, 1418. He became 
Maſter of Ewvreux in May, took 
Cherbourg, after a Siege of three 
Months ; and Roan, which held out 
almoſt as long again, in the Begin- 
ning of the Year 1419; the Beſieged 
having been reduc'd by Famine to 
the laſt Extremity. And now, all 
Normandy, except a few Caſtles, was 
again fallen under the Dominion of 
the Engli, 215 Years after it had 
been taken from them in the Reign 
of King John. 

In the mean Time, the Duke of 
Burgundy had found Means to reſcue 
Queen Jſabella from her Confine- 


ment at Tours, and conducted her to 
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Conſtable. 


ſently aſſum'd the Title of Regent, 
and join'd with the Duke of Bur- 
7 whoſe Enemy ſhe had former- 
y been, againſt the Dauphin and 
The Burgundians pre- 
vail'd in Paris, and made a cruel 
Slaughter of the Armagnac Faction, 
threw the Farl of Armagnac, the 
Conſtable, into Priſon, and ſoon after 
haul'd him out and murder'd him, 
and ignominiouſly dragg'd him along 
the Streets. After which, the Queen 
and Duke of Burgundy enter'd Paris 
in Triumph, and aſſum'd the whole 
Adminiſtration of the Government 
in the Name of the King. The Dau- 
phin eſcap'd, and took upon himſelf 
the Title of Regent, to create new 
Troubles. 

And now in all hkelihood the 
Duke of Burgundy would ſoon have 
broke with Henry, had he not been 


afraid, leſt the Dauphin, who had a 


ſtrong Party in France, might at 
length diſpoſſes him of his Authort - 
ty. 'To keep up his Jealouſy, Henry 
very politickly affected to liſten” to 
ſome Propoſals of the Dauphin, and 
carried on a Negotiation with him, 
tho* he knew, that only the Duke of 
Burgund, who was Maſter of the 
King, could make an authentick 
Peace. The Duke alſo treated with 
Henry with a View to trighten the 
Dauphin ; with whom, at the ſame 
Time, he made ſeveral Attempts for 
a Reconciliation, without Succels ; 
but at lait it was brought about, and 
there was Danger of their uniting 
againſt Hegy ; who ſeeing how Mat- 
ters ſtood, on a ſudden, ſurpriſed 
and took Pontoiſe, which open'd him 
a Way to the very Gates of Paris. 
Nevertheleſs his Affairs had been in 
a bad Situation, by having all France 
united againſt him, if the Dauphin, 
bearing ſtill an inveterate Hatred iu 
his Heart, had not caus'd the Duke 
of Burgundy to be aſſaſſinated at a 


131: 
Troye in Champagne, where ſhe pre- 


Conference that was held between 


them. 
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them. This immediately gave a 
Turn to the Affairs of France, and 
brought them to ſuch a Criſis as 
Henry deſir d. For now the young 
Duke of Burgundy, who had the 
King in his Hands, join'd with the 
Queen in making up Matters with 
Henry, upon his own Terms, in or- 
der to be reveng'd on the Dauphin. 
And ſo, after ſome Time ſpent in 
Negotiation, a Treaty was concluded 
at 7roye, on the 21ſt of May, 1420, 
whereby it was agreed, That Henry 
ſhould m the Princeſs Catharine, 
that he ſhould be Regent of the 
Kingdom during King Charles's 
Life, and that x 25 his Death, the 
Crown of France, ſhould deſcend to 
the King of England and his Heirs 
for ever. This Treaty was ſworn 
to by the Queen and Duke of Bur- 
gundy in the Name of King Charles, 


and confirm'd by the States of France. 


— as 
7 


| crown'd a few Days after. 
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Henry hereupon eſpous'd the Prin- 
ceſs Catharine, and the Marriage 
was ſolemnized on the zoth of May. 
And now the Exgliſb and Burgundi 
an Joining their Forces againſt the 
Dauphin, took Sens, in June; Mon- 
fereau ſoon after, and Melun, in No- 
wember, which held out a long and 
obſtinate Siege ; after which, the two 
Kings made their Entry together in- 
to Faris, and the two Queens the 
next Day. 


In February, 1421, Henry arriv'd 


in England with his Queen, who was 
He left 
the Duke of Clarence, his Brother, 
to command his Army m France, 
f Scots in 
the Dauphin's Service, in the Battle 
of Baugé. The Parliament, which 
met in May, granted the King a 
Subſidy for carrying on the War a. 

inſt the Dauphin; but at the ſame 

ime, in a Petition they preſented, 
told him, chat the Conguef? of France 
prov'd the Ruin of England. 

In June, the King return'd to 
Frence, and drawing his Forces to- 


gether, march'd to the Relief of 
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Chartres, and forc'd the Dauphin to 
raiſe the Siege. Then he took Dreux, 
and in October laid Siege to Meaux, 
which was not wholly ſubjected till 
the n of May following. A- 
bout which Time, Queen Catharine 
arriv'd from England, and the two 
Courts kept the M hitſun- Holidays to- 
gether at Paris, in a grand and mag 
nificent Manner; tho Henry's Court 
was much more numerous and ſplen- 
did than Charles's. 

In the Midſt of all this Glory, 
whilſt Henry was pleaſing himſelf 
with the Proſpect of entirely ſub- 
duing the Dauphin and his Party, 
and was actually marching againit 
him, he fell ſick by the Way, and 
was forc'd to return back to Vincen- 
nes; Where he dicd on the laſt Day 
of Auguſt, 1422, in the 34th Year 
of his Age, after a ſhort but trium- 
phant Reign of nine Years, four 
Months ing eleven Days. His Body 
was brought over to England, and 
buried in We/ft1min/ter- Abbey. He was, 
upon the whole, a Prince of an ex- 
cellent Character, and had all the 
Qualifications requiſite to a great 
Man. He was a good Soldier and 
an able Politician, capable of form- 
ing great Projects, and as ſkilful and 
indefatigable to put them in Execu 
tion. Tho' his Courage is unqueſti- 
onable, of which he gave a molt glo- 
nous Proof in the Battle of Agincourt, 
yet his Succeſs in France was more 
owing to the inteſtine Diviſions of 
that Kingdom, and his Policy in 
turning them to his Advantage, than 
to his Arms. He was a great Lover 
of Juſtice, chaſte and temperate, at 
leaſt after his Accethon; and, accord- 

ing to the Religion of thoſe "Times, 
devout and pious. He had, by his 
Queen Catharine, only one Son, Hen- 
ry, born Dec. 6, 1421, at Windſor, 
from thence call'd Henry of M indſor; 


whoſe Fortune prov'd the Reverſe of 


his Father's, as we are now going to 
ſee. 
HENRI 
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Z& ENRY of Windſor was 
ſcarce nine Months 
old, when he ſucceed- 
ed his Father, the 
great Henry V. He 
was immediately pro- 
claim'd not only King of England, 
but Heir of France, purſuant to the 
Treaty of Troye ; and upon the Death 
of Charles VI. who died in leſs than 
two Months after, the Duke of Bed- 
ford, Uncle to the Infant King, or- 
der'd him to be proclaim'd King of 
France, at Paris, according to the 
ſame Treaty; and took on himſelf 
the Regency of that Kingdom, as 
the late King his Brother had de- 
fir'd, when near his End. On the 
other hand, the Dauphin, as ſoon 


as he heard of his Father's Death, , 


caus'd himſelf to be proclaim'd King 
of France, and was crown'd in No- 
vember at Poiftiers, Thus France 
had two Kings at the ſame Time, 
who for many Years contended for 
the Sovereignty of the whole King- 


dom, with doubtful Fortune, till in 


the End, Henry VI. loſt all that 


[{ 
, 


Lit 


0 
0 


| 


l 


16 


II 


h 


| 
| 
| 


| 
j 


| 


| 


i 
| 
| 


li 


| 


jt 
| 


10 
KY 


| 
l 


| 
141! 
Wt 


lj 
| 


U 


* - 
— — - = 


Henry V. by his Valour and Con- 
duct, and a Conjunction of lucky In- 
cidents, had acquir' d. 

The Council in England, at the 
Head of which was the Duke of 
Glouceſter, the younger of the King's 
Uncles, order'd every Thing that 
was neceſſary for the good Govern- 
ment of the Kingdom, till the Par- 
liament ſhould meet; which they 


ſummon'd for the gth of Nowember, * 


and which the Duke of Glouceſter 


was commiſſion'd under the Great 


Seal to hold in the King's Name, 
The main Buſineſs of their Meet- 
ing (when the Queen ſat among the 


Lords * royal Infant in her 
Lap) was to ſettle the Government 


e the King's Minority. They 


named the Council, fill'd up the 
great Offices of the Crown, and ap- 

ointed John Duke of Bedford, as 
being the elder of the late King's 
Brothers, Protector of the Kingdom; 
but as he was Regent of France, the 


Duke of Gl/ouce/ter was em wer d 
to act as Protector in his Abſence. 


This done, they appointed 7 horas 
N 4 Beaufart 
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Duke of Exete, and 
F Henry Biſhop of Vincheſter, both 
Bons of Jobs of Gaunt, by Catharine 
Roet his third Wife, and Great Un- 


dies to the King, to be his Gover- 
nors to take care of his Perſon and 
| Education. 


Whilſt England and Ireland en- 
joy d a profound Peace, France was 


the Scat of War; where Charles en- 
deavouring to recover the Throne 


of his Anceſtors, and the Duke of 

* Bedford to ſecure for King Henry 
had obtain'd by 
the Treaty of Troye, numberleſs 
Lives were loſt in the I, 
which laſted upwards of 30 Vears. 

The Regent Duke of Bedford, 
wg the Scheme of the late 
Ning his Brother, intended firſt to 
reduce all the Places Charles ſtill 
held in the Ilie of France, and the 
neighbouring Provinces ; and then to 
attack him beyond the Lozre. One 
of King Charles's Generals having 
taken Mulan by Storm, in January 
1423, the Regent laid Siege to it 
in February, and retook it. 

Not long after, the Engi/ under 
the Earl of Saliſtbury, and the Bur- 
gundians, boldly attack'd and de- 


fented Char/er's Army, conſiſting of 


French and Scots, in the Battle of 
Crevant. A great many were kill'd 
on the Spot and taken Prifoners, 
and among them ſeveral Officers of 
Diſtinction; but Authors differ as to 
the Numbers. After this, the Earl 
df Selifoury, having finiſh'd the Re- 
- * duction: of Champagne, enter'd the 
e of France, and ide himſelf 
Maſter of Coucy with Tome other 
Caſtles. And the Regent in the 
mean Time took Crotoy .in P;- 
cardy. | | 
On the other hand, ſome of 
King Cbarles's Generals took Han,, 
Gui/e and Compriegne by Surprize ; 
but they were all three ſoon re- 
taken by the Eng//5. About the 
fame Lime, a Body of Engli- 


f 
* 
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mounted to about 1 5,000. 


Troops, under John de la Pole, Bro- 
ther of the Earl of 8 Holt, was 
defeated at Grawelle in Main- 
with the Loſs of 1400 Men (ac- 
cording to ſome but 300, ſo much 
do Authors differ) and Pole himſelf 
was taken Priſoner. But this Ad- 
vantage no Way compenſated for 
the Loſs King Charles had ſuſtain'd 
in the Battle of Crewant, which was 
follow'd by a much greater the ncx: 
Year, 1424. | | 

The Regent being inform'd that 
ſome of Charles's Party had taken 
fury on the Frontiers of Norman;, 
by Surprize, march'd with the ut- 
moſt Expedition into thoſe Parts, 
and laid Siege to it about the Begin- 
ning of July. It ſoon capitulated to 
ſurrender on the 15th of Augu/?, it 
not rehev'd by that Day. King 
Charles receiving News of this, de- 
termin'd to relieve the Place at al! 
Adventures, and to make uſe of the 
Troops which the Duke of Milan 
had ſent him, and the Scozch Troops 
lately arriv'd, for that Purpoſe. To 
theſe joining ſome of his own, he 
made up an Army of 20,000 Men, 
the ſtrongeit he had ever had. The 
Earl of Doug/as commanded in Chief, 
accompany'd by all the Nobility of 
Charles's Party, in Hopes of ſharing 
in the Glory of this Expedition. 
When they came in View of the 
Engliſb Army before Ih, on the 
13th of Auguſt, they found them ſo 
{ſtrongly intrench'd, that not think- 


ing it proper to attack them, they 


turn'd about and laid Siege to . 
neuil, which ſoon ſurrender'd. Ihe 
Regent's Army having been rein- 
forc'd by the Earl of Salifbury, a. 
8 On the 
ch Fry ſurrender d according to 
the Capitulation, and the next Day, 
the Regent march'd towards the 
French Army, which was ſtill at 
Verneuil. Having very advantage 
ouſly poſted himſelf, he waited for 
the French to attack him firſt; which 
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they did, con to the Opinion 
of the Earl of Dowg/as, and had 
ſoon Cauſe to repent of it: For by 


the Valour and prudent Conduct of 


the Regent, they were totally routed 
and put to Flight. F ive Thouſand 
were ſlain according to ſome, others 
make them almoſt Jouble the Num- 
ber; among whom were the Earl of 
Douglas himſelf, and the Viſcount 
of Narbonne, who, by raiſing Diſ- 


ſenſions in the Council of War, had 


forc'd him to the Attack contrary 
to his better Judgment; as alſo the 
Earl of Buchan, and many other 
great Men and Officers of Diſtincti. 
on. This Victory coſt the Englih 
about 2000 of their braveſt Soldiers. 
The next Day, Aug: 17. the Regent 
inveſted Verntuil, which ſoon ſur- 
render'd ; and here, all the Baggage 
of the French, Scotch, and Italian 
Generals, and the Money for the 
Payment of the Army fell into his 
Hands. Soon after, the brave Earl 
of Saliſbury beſieg*d and took Mans, 
the Capital of Maine, and before 
the End of the Campaign finiſh'd 
the Conqueſt of that Province. 

A little before, James I. King of 
Scotland was ſet at Liberty, on Con- 
dition that the Scots ſhould no lon- 
ger aſſiſt the French againſt the Exg- 
lib. He had been a Priſoner in Eng- 
land ever ſince the Year 1406. His 
Father, King Robert, was ſending 
him to France, to be out of the 
Way of his Uncle the Duke of Al- 
bany, who aſpir'd to the Crown. 
The young Prince failing by the 
Coaſt of Norfolk, went on Shore to 
refreſh himſelf ; where he was ſeiz' d 
and ſent up to Henry IV. who con- 
hn'd him in the Tower. King Ro- 
bert died a few Days after, and the 
Crown devolv'd upon his captive 
Son. The Duke of Albany aſſum'd 
the Regency and govern'd all in 
Scotland, and was glad to have the 
King his Nephew detain'd in Eng- 
land, leſt otherwiſe he ſhould be 
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ſtripp'd of his Authority; and this 
is the Reaſon why Scotland at- 
tempted but little againſt the Eng/;/h, 
from that Time. But after the 
Death of the Duke of Albany, his 
Son and Succeſſor in the Regency 
being but a weak Prince, the great 
Men in Scotland, whoſe Intereſt it was 
to ſtop the Progreſs of the Engl 
in France, ſent ſeveral Aids to 
Charles. To prevent this for the 
future, and to get the Scots already 
in France recall'd, was the Reaſon 
of giving King James his Liberty at 
this Time, upon the Condition be- 
fore-mention'd. 

Towards the End of the Year 
1424, Edmund Mortimer Farl of 
March died, in his Government of 
Ireland, without Iflue ; and Richard 
Duke of York, his Nephew, Son of 
Anne, his Siſter, and the Earl of 
Cambridge, beheaded in the late 
Reign, whoſe elder Brother died 
without Iſſue, ſucceeded to all his 
Rights, particularly that of the 
Crown of England. 

Hitherto the Affairs of the Fng- 
lib had gone on proſperouſly in 
France, and the victorious Duke of 
Bedford was in a very fair Way of 
compleating its Conqueſt. By the 
Deteats at Crevant and YLernenuil, 
and the Loſs of ſo many "Towns 
and Strong Holds, King Charles's 
Condition was become almoſt deſpe- 
rate, inſomuch that the Egliſb ſil'd 
him, in Deriſion, the Little King of 
Bourges. In theſe fad Circumſtances, 
an Affair turn'd up in his Favour, 
which laid the firſt Foundation of 
the Ruin of the Exgliſ in France. 
This was a Quarrel between the 
Duke of Gloucefter, and the Duke 
of Brabant, on account of Faquelina 
of Hainault, Wife to the latter, thro" 
whom, at her Father's Death, he 
became poſleſs'd of Hainault, Hol- 
land, Zeland, and Fri:/land. But the 
being at Variance with her Huſband, 
order d Matters ſo, that ſhe was cy 
ri 
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ried of by ſome Engliſb Knights 
and brought to London. Here ſhe got 
her Marriage diffolv'd by the Anti- 
Pope, Benedi# XIII. after which, 
the Duke of Ghouceſter took her to 
Wife, with a View of getting Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe rich Provinces. This 
he attempted by Force of Arms, 
and employ'd thoſe Troops againſt 
the Duke of Brabant, which ſhould 
have been ſent to enable the Regent 
to carry on the War in France. The 
Forces of the Duke of Burgundy 
were alſo by this Means diverted 
that Way, who took Part with the 
Duke of Brabant, againſt the Duke 
of Glouceſter. Theſe Things oc- 
caſion'd the War in France to be, 
as it were, at a ſtand for ſome Time; 
and gave Charles an Opportunity to 
contrive Meaſures for retrieving his 
Affairs. And one main Step towards 
this, was his drawing oft the Earl 
of Ricbemond from the Engli/h, and 
by his Means, the Duke of Bretagne, 
his Brother. 

The Earl of Richemond, now Con- 
ſtable of France, having levied a con- 
ſiderable Army in Bretagne, enter'd 
Normandy and took Pontorſon in 
1426; but to his great Mortifica- 
tion, fail'd in his Attempt upon 
St. James de Beuwron. And a little 
after, the Exgliſb under Richard de 
Beauchamp, Earl of Warwick, who 
commanded whilſt the Regent was 
in England, were defeated with great 
Loſs by the Baſtard of Orleans, at 
the Blockade of Montargis. 
Tho' the Affair of Hainault was 
a great Hindrance to the puſhing the 
Conqueſt of France, yet the Engliſb 
were ſtill much ſuperior to King 
Charles, and there was a Probability 
of their gaining their Point notwith- 
ſtanding, for which the Regent was 
reſolv d to exert himſelf to the utmoſt. 
If he could drive Charles beyond the 
Loire, his Buſineſs would ſoon be done. 
*Twas with this View, that the Earl 
of Saliſbury, who had the Command 
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of the Army given him, with 27. 
chael di la Pole, Earl of Suffolk, Tal. 
bot, Falſtaff, and other experienc'd 
Leaders, march'd towards the Loire, 
and on OZ. 12, 1428, laid Siege 
to Orleans, As he had ſpent two 
Months in taking the neighbouring 
Places, that might annoy the Be- 
fiegers, the French gueſſing at his De- 


ſign, had taken care to furniſh Oran 


with Stores, and the Baſtard of O, 
Jeans, and ſeveral other brave Officers, 
had thrown themſelves into the City, 
And when the Earl of Saliſbum came 
before it, finding his Army not nu- 
merous enough to inveſt it on al] 
Sides, he run up 60 Forts about it, 
ſix whereof upon the ſix chief Ave- 
nues of the ity were much ſtron- 
ger than the reſt, in order to hin- 
der the French from throwing in 
freſh Succours ; but theſe Precaut!- 
ons did not hinder them entirely, tor 
Troops and Convoys ſtill got in, 
tho' not without fighting their Way 
thro'. By this Means the Gariſon 
became much more numerous than 
it was at firſt, But at the ſame 
Time the Army of the Belteger: 
was greatly augmented by the Sup- 
7 continually ſent by the Regent. 
uring four Months there was no- 
thing but Aſſaults, Sallies, and Skir- 
miſhes, both Sides behaving with 
the utmoſt Bravery and Reſolution, 
and no one could gueſs what tlic 
Event would be, which was of thc 
laſt Importance both to the French 
and Englih. The latter indeed had 
made themſelves Maſters of the Bul- 
wark of the Tourne/les, and of the 
Toaber on the Bridge: But this oc- 
caſion'd the Loſs of the brave 7/0 
mas Montacute Earl of Saliſbury. For 
as he was taking a View of the 
City from a Window of this Tower, 
a Cannon-Ball, as it paſs'd, took 
off his Cheek, and ſtruck out one 
of his Eyes, ſo that he died in a 
few Days. The Earl of Sufo/k ſuc- 
ceeded him in the Command of the 
Army, 
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with as much Vigour as before. Thne 
Regent, in the mean Time, by ſend- 


ing Recruits and Proviſions, did all 


in his Power to ſupport him. In 
Lent, 1429, he ſent a Convoy of 
Salt-Fiſh from Paris, under the Con- 
duct of Fal/taf, with a Guard of 
1700 Men; who was attack'd in 
the Road by the Earl of Clermont, 
at the Head of 3000, whom Charles 
had ſent for that Purpoſe. But Fa/- 


ſtaff manag d with ſuch Bravery 


and Conduct, that he entirely de- 
feated them, kill'd a great Number 
of them, and carried off his Convoy 
ſafe to the Beſiegers. This famous 
Action went by the Name of 7% 
Battle of Herrings. King Charles 
was exceedingly troubled at this De- 
teat, and began to think he ſhould 
ſoon loſe Orleans, which in all hke- 
lihood would quickly be follow'd 
by the entire Loſs of his Kingdom; 
when a moſt ſurprizing Accident 
gave a ſudden Turn to his Affairs. 
As the French Writers relate the 
Story, a Country Girl, of twenty 
one Years of Age, born in Lorrain, 
call'd Joan of Arc, and afterwards 
commonly known by the Name of 
the Maid of Orleans, came to King 
Charles's Court at Chinon, juſt as 
he was thinking of retiring into 
Dauphint, and told him that ine had 
a Call from Gcd to go and raile 
the Siege of Orleans, and cauſe him 
to be crown'd at Rheims. She was, 
atter ſome Examination, entertain d 
as one Who had a divine Commiſſion 
to bring about theſe great Events. 
Accordingly, when King Charles was 
going to tend a Convoy to O, leans, 
Joan, who was commonly call'd /a 
Pucelle, or the Maid, deſir'd to ac- 
company it. She accordingly did, 
and when the Convoy arrived near 
tne City, on the 29th of April, the 
Baſtard of Orleans lally d out to ſe- 
cure their Paſſage. A bloody Battle 
enſu'd, till the £»g/4 being worſted 
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Army, and carried on the Siege were forc'd to let the Convoy go 
in; and Joan enter d Orleans in Tri- 


umph, to whom was aſerib'd the 


Succeſs of the Day. After this, put - 


ting herſelf at the Head of a Detach- 
ment of the Gariſon, ſhe attack'd 
Sword in Hand, four of the chief 
Forts which the Exgliſb had rais'd, 
and took them one after another with 
the Slaughter of 1000, the French 
ſay 8000 of the Exgliſ, who were 
forc'd to raiſe the Siege on the 


12th of May, ſeven Months after 


they had ſat down before the Place. 
"Tis impoſſible to expreſs the Con- 
ſternation the Fngli/5 were in, on 
this Occaſion. "They retreated in 


the utmoſt Diſorder, and fled every 
where before the French, tho' ſtill. 


{uperior to them in Number. The 
Places they had taken near the Loire, 


were ſoon retaken by the French; 


and at Gergeau, the Earl of Suffolk 
was made Priſoner. Baugenci held 
out the longeſt, but at laſt follow'd 
the Fate of the reſt. After, this, 
they were defeated in the Battle of 
Patay in Beauce; 2500 Men were 
ſlain, and the valiant Talbot taken 
Priſoner. Now Charles reſolv'd to 
go to Rheims, the Maid ſtill accom- 
panying him, and animating the 
French wherever ſhe came. Troye 
and Ch4/ons and the other Places in 
their Way ſurrender'd, and the In- 
habitants of Rheims drove the Eng- 
/i/þ Gariſon out of the City; when 
Charles, with the Maid, enter'd it 
in Triumph, and was ſoon aſter ſo- 


lemnly crown'd. What rais'd the 


Courage of the French, was the Be- 
lief that this Heroine was ſent from 
God to deliver France ; and the 
Conſternation and Panic of the Eng- 
liſb was owing to the Opinion they 
had, that ſhe was a Witch, and act- 
ed by the Help of the Devil. Tho 
after all, it is highly probable, that 
ſhe was prepar'd and train'd up to 
act the Part ſhe did, by ſome great 
Politicians in Char/es's Court, on 

Purpoſe 
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Furpoſe to revive the Courage of 
the diſmayed French. But what is 
moſt extraordinary, is, that this Con- 
tnvance ſhould ſucceed according to 
their Wiſh. Fortune, after this, 
ſeem'd entirely to have changed 
Sides: The Exgliſb, inſtead of being 
victorious, were now every where 


yanquiſh'd. Carles continu'd his 


Conqueſts with great Rapidity, and 
Town after Town ſubmitted to him 
without ftriking a Stoke: He made 
an Attempt upon Paris, but here 
indeed he fail'd ; the Regent, who 
was march'd to the Relief of Nor- 
mandy, againſt the Conſtable Riche - 
mond, having manag'd Matters fo 
well there, that the Pariſians con- 
tinu'd firm to the Engl/ih. How- 
ever, Charles attack'd the Suburbs 
of St. Honorius, but was repuls'd, 
and the Maid wounded. 

Tho' after the raiſing the Siege 
of Orleans, and the Defeat at Patay, 
the Affairs of the Englih viſibly 
declin'd every where in France, 
yet they now and then gain'd ſome 
Advantages, and retook ſeveral Pla- 
ces ; and they might ſtill have re- 
cover'd themſelves, if divers un- 
lucky Circumſtances had not con- 
curr'd to their Rnin. The Differen- 
ces in England, eſpecially between 
the Duke of G/ucefter and the 
Cardinal Biſhop of HF incheſter, and 
the Nation's being exhauſted by this 
long War, of which they began to 
be tired, ſince the late ill Succeſs of 
it, hinder'd them from having pro- 
= Supplies from England; and the 

uke of Burgundy, growing cold to 
the Engliſb, did not aſſiſt them fo 
vigorouſly as he uſed to do, and 
enly ſeem'd to want a proper Op- 
portumity to leave them and join 
with Charles. However, the Duke 
of Bedford thinking it might be of 
Service to have Henry crown'd in 
France, the young King having been 
firſt crown'd in England, on Now. 
6, 1429, went over to Paris, and 
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was crown'd there at the End of 
the following Vear, and return'd to 
England in Fan. 1432. being then 
ten Years old. At the ſame Time 
that the Exgliſ were unable to bring 
any conſiderable Army into the Field, 
King Charles by his Indolence, and 
the Factions in his Court, as wel! 1; 
from other Cauſes, was not in a much 
better Dondition ; ſo that pillaging 
and plu ring, ſurprizing and tak. 
ing of ce, and fighting now and 
then in ſm:z!! Parties, was, in a Man- 
ner, all that was done on both Side. 
for ſome Years. 

But let us ſee what became of 
the Maid of Orleans. As the Duke 
of Burgundy 
ſerted the Eng/i/b, he laid Siege to 
Compiegne. Here Y making a 
Sally on the 25th of May, 1430, was 
taken Priſoner by the Burgundiar:, 
and at the earneſt Solicitations of 
the Duke of Bedford, was deliver'd 
up to the Eng/ip; who carried her 
to Roan, and after a long Examin: 


tion, had her condemn'd and burnt 


for a Witch, in the old Market- 
Place there, on May 3o, 1431. 
In'1435, a Congreſs was held at 
Arras, in which the Deſign of the 
French was not ſo much to conclude 
a Peace between the two Nations, 
as to give the Duke of Burgundy 1 
plauſible Handle to break with tic 
Engliſh. Accordingly the Fro: 
Ambaſſadors made ſuch Propoſals, a 
they knew the Engliſb would not 
agree to: And upon their Refut:!, 
the Duke of Burgundy concluded a 
ſeparate Peace with King CY 
After this unlucky Incident, the. 
fairs of the Erg liſb went to Run 
apace: And to add to their Misfof. 
tunes, the wiſe and valiant Duke of 
Bedford died about the fame | une, 
who was, in all Reſpects, one 0! the 
moſt accompliſh'd Princes in FA 
He was ſucceeded in the Regency 0! 
France by the Duke of York : but 
by the Management of the Duke of 
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deferr'd for ſome Time, to the no 


{mall Prejudice of the King's Affairs. 


Before he arriv'd, the City of Paris, 
the Capital of the Kingdom, fell 
into the Hands of the French, on 
the 13th of April, 1436. 

The ſame Year, the Duke of 
Burgundy beſieged Calais with a 
great Army; but the Duke of G/ou- 
ceſter, at the Deſire of the Council, 
went over to relieve it, and forc'd 
Burgundy to raiſe the Siege: After 
which he purſu'd him into Flanders, 
and having ravag'd the Country, 
return'd with a very large Booty. 
Some Time after, the Duke of Bur- 
gundy made another Attempt upon 
Calais, but to as little Purpoſe as 
the former. 

In 1437, died Catharine of France, 
King Henry's Mother, and Widow 
of Henry V. After the Death of 
that great Prince, ſhe ſo far deſcend- 
ed from her Rank and Dignity, as 
to marry Owen Tudor, a Nel Gen- 
tleman, who was ſaid, whether upon 

ood Grounds I know not, to have 
{ſprung from the antient Kings of 
Wales. He had by her, three Sons, 
Edmund, Jaſper, and Owen. The 
eldeſt was created Earl of Richmond, 
by Henry VI. and married Margaret, 
only Daughter of John Beaufort, 
Duke of Somerſet, Grandſon of 
John of Gaunt. From this Marriage 
ſprung Henry Earl of Richmond, after- 
wards King of England, under the 
Name of Henry VII. 

This Year the War was carried 
on with a good deal of Vigour on 


| both Sides. King Charles, rous'd by 


the Duke of Burgundy, began to 
exert himſelf ; and the Englyh, un- 


der the valiant Talbot (afterwards 


Earl of Shrewſbury) gain'd ſeveral 
great Advantages over the French ; 


of his Valour and Conduct, as did 
the Duke of York, in raiſing the 
viege of Pontoiſt. Things went on 
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Somtrſet; his Rival, his Patent was 


Talbot all along giving ſignal Proofs 


189 
in much the ſame Way for ſome 
Years, both Sides harraſſing one a- 
nother, and endeavouring to make 
themſelves Maſters of ſeveral Places 
of Importance, ſometimes one Party 
prevailing, and ſometimes. the other; 
till in 1444, a 'Truce was concluded 
at Tours, between the two Nations, 
which was prolong'd from Time to 
Time, till 1449. | 
Soon after the Commencement of 
the Truce, King Henry, by the Ma- 
nagement of William de la Pole, Earl 
of Suffolk, and the Cardinal, mar- 
ried Margaret of Arjou, who ar- 
riv'd in England in 1445; and, _ 
a Woman of great Parts, of a hig 
Spirit and a bold enterprizing Ge- 
nius, got the whole Adminiftration 
into her Hands, ſo that ſhe and her 
Favourites manag'd the King, who 
was of a weak and eaſy Nature, 
and had no Capacity for Govern- 
ment, juſt as they pleaſed. This 
caus'd great Uneaſineſs in the Peo- 
ple, and Contentions among the 
8 Men; and all Things in Eng- 
and were running into Confuſion, by 
the ambitious and de ſtructive Mea- 
ſures of the Queen and her Miniſters. 
Charlis being ſenſible of this Situa- 
tion of the Engli/h, wanted to re- 
new the War, and made great Pre- 
parations for it, as ſoon as the Truce 
ſhould be expired; whilſt England, 
being wholly taken up with its in- 
teſtine Broils, was altogether un- 
concern'd about its Intereſt in 
France. And an Accident happen'd 
which gave Charles a Handle to be- 
gin ſooner than he intended. This 
was the ſurprizing of Fougeres, by 


Surienne, Governor of Lower Nor- 


mandy for the Engli/h, in 1448, whilſt 
the Truce ſubſiſted; and the Duke 
of Somerſet, then Regent, and the 
Englih Miniſtry, refuſing to give the 
Satisfaction that Charles thought ft 
to demand, he firſt took ſeveral Pla- 
ces by Way of Repriſals, and then 
fell upon Normandy with four Armies 
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at once, the Engliſß having made no 
Preparations for its Defence. Roar 
open' d its Gates to the Conquerors, 
arfleur was beſieg d and taken, a 
y of Engli were defeated in the 
Battle of Fourmigny, the Duke of 
Somerſet ſurrender d Caen, Cherburgh 
ſubmitted ; and in ſhort, all Nor- 
mandy was reduc'd under the Power 
of the French, before the End of 
Auguſt 1450. Guienne, the next Year, 
follow” the Fate of Normandy, after 
having been zoo Years in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Engliſß. Some Time 
after, the Inhabitants were diſpos'd 
to throw off the Yoke of the French, 
and return to their old Maſters, and 
Talbot was ſent over with ſome 
Troops to ſupport them in their De- 
fign. But being overpower'd by the 
rench, as he was attempting to re- 
lieve Caſtillun, he was defeated and 
ſlain, and all Guienne again ſubmit- 
ted to the French in 1453; and no- 
thing remain'd to the Engl, of all 
their vaſt Acquifitions in France, but 
only Calais, and Guijnes. 

Thus Henry loſt France. We are 
now to turn our 'Thoughts to what 
was doing in England, which ended 
in the Loſs of his Crown and Lite. 
There were two Parties in his Court, 


one the Duke of Glhaucefter's, the 


other the Cardinal of V incheſter's, 
with whom were join'd Kemp Arch- 
biſhop of Nori, and Villiam de Ia 
Pale, Earl, afterwards Marqueſs and 
Duke of Soll. The Duke of 
Glaucefler was exceedingly belov'd 
by the People; for excepting when 
his Ambition carried him away, in 
relation to the Affair of Hainault, 
he had all along a ſincere Regard 
to the Intereſt oſ the King E Ne- 
phew, was ever a Friend to the Na- 
tion, and zealous for preſerving its 
Honour and Poſſeſſions in France. 
But the Cardinal got the better of 
him in the Council and in the King's 
Confidence, in which the Duke of 
Glowcefter. loſt Ground every Day. 
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For Henry, tho' a pious and devout 
Prince, had ſo narrow a Genius, and 
ſo little Judgment and Penetration, 
that he was eaſily deceiv'd by Ap. 


ces, and having no Capacity 
himſelF-10 overn, was blindly led 
and govern'd -by others. And the 
Enemies of the Duke of Ghuce/!er, 
having artfully got the Aſcendant 
over him, manag'd in fuch a Man- 
ner as to make themſelves odious to 
the Nation, particularly in their 
ſhameful Negle& of the French War. 
To ſecure — * therefore a. 
gainſt the People's Reſentment, they 
contriv'd the King's Marriage, as 
above-mention'd, with a Princeſs al. 
lied to the Enemy of England, and 
who had not a Penny to her Port: 
on ; and beſides, gave up the Pro- 
vince of Maine, as a Condition of 
the Marriage. She was no {ooner 
come over, but ſhe join'd her Intereſt 
to that of the Cardinal, S , and 
the other ſworn Enemies of the 
Duke of Glauceſter, who had ex- 
preſs'd his Diſlike of the Match. 
They now thought themſelves able 
to get rid of him, and reſoly'd to 
do it, that he might no longer re- 
proach them for their ſelf- intereſted 
and deſtructive Proceedings, 'l hey 
firſt remov'd him from the Council- 
Board: And then a Parliament be- 
ing ſummon'd at St. E dmuna// 49, 


which met in 1447, the Duke 


coming to take his Place, was ar- 
reſted and cloſely confin'd, under 
Colour that he deſign'd to kill the 
King and ſeize the Crown, tho' no 
body believ'd a Word of the Mat- 
ter. The next Morning he was 
found dead in his Bed, People mak- 
ing no Doubt but he was murder'd. 

Thus fell Humphrey, commonly 
call'd The good Duke of Glouceſirr, 
firſt Prince of the Blood; and was 
interr'd at St. Iban s. The Cardi- 


nal, one of the chief Contrivers of 


his Death, ſurviv'd him but about 


a Month, and left the World ye 
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his immenſe Riches with as much 
Reluctance as ever any one did. 
And now the Queen and SZS 
vern'd all in the King's Name, 
and none but their Creatures were 
employ d in the Adminiſtration. The 
univerial Hatred of the People a- 
inſt them, for their violent and 
arbitrary Proceedings, and particu- 
larly for the Murder of the Duke of 
Glouceſter, made the Duke of York 
begin to think of aſſerting his Claim 
to the Crown; which in all lkelihood 
he would never have done, whilſt 
he had a Prince of that Character to 
contend with. ; 

In 1450, the Commons ſo vigo- 
rouſly purſu'd the Duke of S, 
that the Queen, in order to ſave him, 
found her ſelf under a Neceſſity to 


have him baniſh'd. But in his Paſ- 


ſage to France, being met by an 
Engliſ Man of War, the Captain, 
without any Ceremony, order'd his 
Head to be cut of. And ſo fell 
another principal Author of the 
Duke of Glouce/ter's Murder. He 
was ſucceeded in the Queen's Con- 
fidence, by Edmund Beaufort, Duke 
of Somer/et, almoſt as odious to the 
People, as Suffolk had been. 
The Duke of York at fuſt pro- 
cceded with great Caution, by his 
Emiſſaries and Agents privately, 
ſounding the Inclinations ot the Peo- 
ple, and cauſing his Right to the 
Crown, to become the Subject of 
Converſation, as Heir, by his Mother, 
of the Houſe of Mortimer or March, 
deſcended from the Duke of Cla- 
rence, third Son of Edward III. and 
elder Brother of the Duke of Lan- 
caſter, as has been mention'd before. 
The Loſs of Nermandy about the 
ſame Time, and the continual Diſ- 
play of the ny ill Government, 
under a weak and paſſive Kang, 
ſtrongly diſpos'd People's Minds to 
a Change, and form'd a conſidera- 
ble Party in Favour of the Duke. 
As an Eſſay how the People ſtood 
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affected, he inſtigated one Zack Cades 
under the Name of John Mortimer, 
to raiſe a Rebellion in Kent ; where 
he drew together great Numbers of 
Malecontents, under Pretence of re- 
forming the Government ; and be- 
came fo ſtrong, that he incamp'd on 
Black-heath, cut in Pieces a Detach- 
ment of the King's Army, and en- 
ter d London, as it were in Triumph, 
the City opening her Gates to him: 
But this Inſurrection, which might 
have prov'd fatal under a more ex- 
97 Leader, was ſoon at an 

nd; Cade was deſerted by his Fol- 
lowers, and at laſt taken and ſlain. 

The Court was very uneaſy at 
the Proceedings of the Duke of 
York, and uſed ſeveral Precautions 
againſt them. His Pretence at firſt. 
was to bring the evil Counſellors, 
particularly the Duke of Somerſet, to 
condign Puniſhment. All the Arts 
that Policy could ſuggeſt, were 
made uſe of to entrap him, 
'twas ſometimes with Diffi- 
culty he eſcap'd out of the Snare. 
At length having concerted Mea- 
ſures with his Friends, eſpecially 
Richard Newil, Earl of Saliſbury, and 
his Son of the ſame Name, Earl of 
Warwick, commonly call'd The ſtout 
Earl of Warwick; the War broke 
out between the two Houſes of Lan- 
caſter and York, the former having 
for their Device the Red Roſe, and 
the latter the White Roſe; and whole 
Torrents of Eng/i/ Blood were ſpilt 
in this Conteſt. | 

The firſt Battle was fought near 
St. Albans, on May 31, 1455, when 


the Royal Army was totally routed, 


with the Loſs of 5000 Men. The 
Duke of Somerſet and ſeveral other 
Nobles and great Men were lain, 
and the King himſelf taken Priſoner, 
York affected to treat him with great 
Reſpect, and was appointed Pro- 
tector of the Realm, as he had been 
once before. But to gain the Af- 
fections of the People, and let the 
World 
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192 E 
World ſee how diſintereſted he was, 
he left the King and Queen at full 
Liberty ; the Conſequence of which 
was, that he was again diſmiſs'd 
from the Protectorſtip, and he and 
his Friends retir'd from Court. Af. 
ter this there was a Reconciliation 
between the two Parties, but as it 
was not fincere, the Quarrel ſoon 
broke out again. TY 

In 1459 the Earl of Saliſbury 
pom mo the King's Troops com- 
manded by the Lord Audley, and 
kill'd 2400, together with Audley 
himſelf, and all his principal Ofh- 
cers. This Battle was fought” on 
Blore-Heath in Shropſbire, and was 

the ſecond in this Quarrel. 
The third was the Battle of 
Northampton, fought on July 19, 
1460, in which the Earl of March, 
eldeſt Son of the Duke of York, the 
Earl of Warwick, and the Lord 
Cobbam, gain'd a compleat Victory, 
killing 10,000 of the Royaliſts. The 
King was again taken Priſoner, and 
the Queen, with the Prince of Zales, 
fled to Durham, then retir'd into 
N. ales, and afterwards into Scotland. 

And now a Parliament was call'd, 
which the Duke of York expected 
would offer him the Crown. Being 
diſappointed, he ſent them a Me- 
morial juſtifying his Claim: But all 
that the Parliament did, was to re- 
ſolve, That Henry ſhould enjoy the 
Crown during his Life, after which 
it ſhould devolve upon the Duke 
of Tork and his Heirs. In the mean 
Time, the Duke was abſolute Maſter 
of the Government, and of the 
King's Perſon; who giving himſelf 
up wholly to his Devotions, ap- 
N quite unconcern'd at this 

urn of Affairs. 

But the Queen did not reſt ſo 
contented. She had drawn toge- 
ther in the North, an Army of 
18,000 Men. The Duke of York 
march'd againſt her with but 5000, 
Expecting his Son, the Earl of March 
to join him: But before he could 


R VT. 


come up, the Duke was attack 4 
by the Queen's Forces near Ia. 

eld in Torkſhrre, on Dec. 31, 1460, 
his Army put to Flight, he himſelf 
ſlain, afid his Head 0 up on the 
Walls of 7074; where the Earl of 
Sali/ury's foon accompany *'d it, he 
having been taken and beheaded a: 
Pontefract. "The young Earl of Nl. 
land, the Duke's ſecond Son, about 
twelve Years old, was taken in the 
Flight, and cruelly flain by the Lord 


ers 
otwithſtanding this Diſcourage- 
ment, the Earl of March reſolv'd 
to maintain the Quarrel, and did it 
with Succeſs. He firſt defeated 74% 
per Tudor, Earl of Pembroke, at Merl. 
mer*s-Crof5 in Herefordſhire: And tho 
the Queen got the better of the Earl 
of Varalict, at Bernard"'s-Henth, 
near St. Alban's, and freed the King 
her Huſband ; yet the Earl of Marc 
coming up with a great Army, and 
being join'd by the Remains of the 
Earl of WH arwict's, ſhe retir'd into 
the North; and the Earl enter'd 
London, as it were in Triumph, about 
the Beginning of March, 1461, and 
was by the Management of the Earl 
of Warwick, proclaim'd King on 
the 5th of the ſame Month, by the 
Name of Edward IV. And here 
ends the Reign of Henry VI. who 
during the whole Time of it, which 
was 38 Years and a half, was little 
more than the Shadow of a King. 
He had no Vices, but ſuch a natural 
Weakneſs of Mind as made him 
ane incapable of governing; ſo 

at he was eaſily led by any who 
ruled in his Name, tho' their Mea- 
ſures were ever ſo contrary to one 
another. - 

Henry founded King's-College in 


Cambridge, and Eton-College near 


Windfor. And 'twas about this Time, 
that the Art of Printing being found 
out by John Guttenburohen at Mente 
in Germany, was brought into Eyg- 
land by Ca ton. : 
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DVWARD Earl of 
March, Son of Ri- 
chard Duke of York, 
who was flain in the 
Battle of Wakefeld, 
was about nineteen. 
Years old, when he was proclaim'd 
King, on March 5, 1461,in the Room 
of Henry VI. by Virtue of an extra- 
ordinary Kind of Election: For the 
Earl of Warwick having drawn up his 
Troops in St. 70bn's-Frelds,and caus' d 
the People, who came out to ſce 
them, to form a Ring, ſtood in the 
Middle, and aſk'd them with a loud 
Voice, firſt, Whether they would 
have Henry of Lancaſter for King? 
Then he 
demanded of them, Whether they 
would have Edward, Son of the 
late Duke of York, for their King? 
To which the whole Multitude an- 
ſwer' d with loud Acclamations ex- 
8 their Aſſent. This done, 
e aiſembled a great Council of the 
Nobles and Magiſtrates in and about 
London, who decfar d. that the Crown 
was devolved upon EA a, and ac- 


' 60,000. 


cordingly made him an Offer of it; 
which, with a great Shew of Mo- 

deſty, he accepted. He began his 

Reign with an Act of Cruelty, in 

cauting a Tradeſman of London to be 

executed, for ſay ing, he would make 

his Son Heir to the Crown, mean- 

ing, as *tis ſaid, his own Houſe, 

which had that Sign. 

A few Days after Edward was 
proclaim'd, he put himſelf at the 
Head of his Army, conſiſting of 
40,000 Men, in order to march a- 
gainſt Queen Margaret, whoſe Ar- 
my in the North was increas'd to 
And having ſecur'd the 
Paſſage at Ferribridge, and recover'd 
it again after having been beat from 
thence, he gain'd a compleat Victo- 
ry over the Queen's Army, in a great 


Battle between Caxton and Towton 


in Tork/hire, which was fought on 
Paln-Sunday, and continued from 
Morning to Night, in which, it is 
ſaid, near 37,000 loſt their Lives. 


Henry and Margaret, who ſtaid at 
York to wait the Iſſue of the Battle, 


retir'd to Beravick, and hom thence 
Q to 
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EDWARD VV. 
to Edinburgh: And Edward coming gerford and Roſe, which he attack 'd 


to Jord, took down the Heads of and totally routed. And then march- 


his Father and the Earl of Saliſbury, 
and caus'd thoſe of the Earl of De- 
Vomſbire and ſome others, he had 


taken in the Battle and beheaded, 


to be fix d up in their Room. Then 
he return'd to London, where he ar- 
riv'd on the 8th of June, and was 
folemnly crown'd on the 29th. 
Shortly after, King Edward call'd 
a Parliament, which approv'd of his 
Coronation, confirm'd his Title, and 
repeal'd all the Acts that had been 
made againſt the Houſe of Tork. In 
this Parliament, the King created 
George his eldeſt Brother, Duke of 
Clarence, and Richard his younger 
Brother, Duke of G/oucefter. 
Edward was ſolicitous to conclude 
a Truce with Scotland, in order to 
revent Henry and his Queen from 
aving any Aſſiſtance from thence. 
But Margaret, to break his Mea- 
ſures, deliver'd up Berwick to the 
Gcots, and concluded a Marriage be- 
tween Prince Edward her Son, and 
Margaret, Siſter to King James III. 
But as there were violent Factions 


in Scotland at this Time, King Ed. 


<vard concluded a Treaty with the 
Earl of Roß, and thoſe of his Party, 
An order to ſtir up new Troubles 
there. 
neen Margaret had gone over 
to France to ſolicit Succours from 
Lewis XI. which having obtain'd, 
the enter d Northumberland, with 
"Henry, and the Prince her Son, in 
1463. She had alſo ſome Aſſiſtance 
from the Scots, and her Army daily 
increas'd by the coming in of the 


Egli in the Northern Parts, fo 


that it ſoon became very conſidera- 
ble. Edward immediately ſent the 
Lord Montague, Brother to the Earl 
of Warwick, to oppoſe their Paſ 
ſage, deſigning to follow himſelf 
with a greater Force. Montague, in 


his March, met with a Detachment 


of che Enemy, under the Lords IAlun- 


ing on to Hexham, he ſurpriz d 

enry in his Intrenchments, and ob- 
tain'd a compleat Victory. The 
Dukes of Somerſet, Roſs, and Hun- 
erford, were taken Priſoners and 

headed, with ſeveral other Ofi- 
cers of Note. But Herry, Margaret, 
and their Son, eſcap'd and fled into 
Scotland. As a Reward for theſe 
por Services, Edward created the 

ord Montague a Marqueſs, and at 
the ſame Time made William Her- 
bert Earl of Pembroke. Soon after 
he concluded a Truce with France, 
with the Duke of Bargunay, and 
with Scotland. 

Henry and Margaret being thus 
deſerted by thoſe, who alone were 
able to aſſiſt them, were in the ut- 
moſt Perplexity. The poor depos'd 
King fearing to ſtay any longer in 
Scotland, came privately into Eng- 
land, hoping to conceal himſelf there 
till he ſhould have an Opportunity 
of eſcaping by Sea. But unhappily, 
being diſcovered and ſeiz d at Mad 
diugton-Hall in Lancaſhire, whilſt he 
was at Dinner, he was in an igno- 
minious Manner conducted to Lon. 
don, and confin'd in the Tower. "T's 
thought Queen Margaret, with her 
Son, intended alſo to conceal herſelf 
in England, from a Story related by 
Monſtrelet , who ſays, that as they 
were travelling, they fell into the 
Hands of Robbers, who would 
have kill'd them, if their quarrelling 
about ſharing the Booty, had not 
given them an Opportunity to eſcape 
mto a Wood; wheie they would 
have periſh'd with Hunger, it a 
Peaſant had not accidentally met 
them, and conducted them to the 
Sea Side. Whether this Adventure 
be true or not, Margaret, after her 
leaving Scotland, went over with the 
young Prince to Rene of Anjou, her 
Father. 

King Eqgward, now having no 
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Enemies to oppoſe him, confiſcated 
the Eſtates of the Lancaftrians, who 
refus'd to make their Submitſion by 
a Time prefix d, and beſtow'd them 
on his Friends: After which, he 
ſtudied to make himſelf popular, and 
by all Manner of Ways to gain the 
Affection of his Subjects. He even 
granted an abſolute Pardon to all 
Henry's Friends, excepting only Ra/ph 
Grey, and Humphry Newi/. 

ſn 1464, the King ſent the Earl 
of Warwick to demand for him in 
Marriage, Bona of Savoy, Siſter to 
the Queen of France; who actually 
concluded a 'I'reaty with the King 
of France for that Purpoſe. Burt 
whilſt this Aﬀair was negotiating, 
he happened to fall deſperately in 
Love with Elixabeth, Daughter of 
Sir Richard Woodville, and Widow 
of Sir John Grey : And finding he 
could not gratify his Deſire without 
marrying ner, he made her his Wife, 
notwithſtanding all the Arguments, 
the Ducheis of Vert his Mother 
made uſe of to diſſuade him from it. 
Immediately Sir Richard Woodwwille, 
the Queen's Father, was created Earl 
of Rivers, and ſoon after he was made 
Treaſurer and Hi>h- Conſtable of 
England: And Anihony Woodville, 
his Son, was married to the richeſt 
Heireſs in England. Theſe Things 
were attended with very ill Conſe 
quences. Ihe Marriage itſelf, ſo 
much below the Dignity of a King, 
was diſagreeable to the Nation. 
The Favours heap'd on the Queen's 
Relations rais'd the ſealouſy of the 
Nobles, and particularly of the 
Duke of Clarence, the King's Brother. 
And, what was work of all, the Earl 
of Warwick, provok'd at the Aft- 
front put upon him by this Mar- 
riage, when he had juſt concluded 
one in Frazce, became Edward's 
mortal Enemy, and as he had ſet 
him on the I hrone, was reſolv'd to 
ule his utmoſt Efforts to pull him 
down. 


195 

He began to form this Project of 
dethroning Edward, ſoon after the 
Affair of the Marriage, but was 
oblig'd to keep it ſecret, till he 
thought himſelf in a Condition ta 
attempt it. 
withdrew from Court, and was al- 
moſt forgot. Tho' Edward knew 
he was greatly diſguſted, he did not 
imagine he had any ſuch Deſign in 
View; and 'twas not till about the 
Beginning of the Year 1469, that 
the Earl thought himſelf able to be- 
gin the Execution of his Project. In 
order to this, he had gain'd over 
his two Brothers, the Archbiſhop of 
York, and the Marqueſs of Monta- 
gue; and not long after found Means 
to engage the Duke of Clarence, the 
King's Brother, in the Plot. This 
Contederacy being form'd, before 
they declar'd themſelves openly, 
they, by Means of their Friends, 
ſirr'd up a formidable Inſurrection 
in York/sire, What made the Peo- 


ple ſo ready to riſe in Arms, was 


but a trivial Affair, their being o- 
blig'd to contribute to a publick 
Hoſpital, which they deem'd an 
Impoſition in order to inrich the 
Directors. But it ſoon appear'd, that 
Warwick, and his F riends, made 
uſe of this as an Handle to ſtir up 
the People, and were under-hand 
the chief Fomeuters of this Rebelli- 
on. The King imagin'd that ſome 
Friends to the Houle of Lancafler 
had ſet theſe Commotions on foot, 
but did not, in the leaſt, ſuſpect the 
Earl of Warwick, and his Brother, 
He order'd Herbert, Earl of Pem- 
breke, Governor of Wales, to draw 
together what Forces he could, and 
march againſt the Malecontents, as 
they were advancing towards Lon- 
don, and afterwards retiring to War- 
wick, The two Armies met near 
Banbury in Ox ford/vire, where a Bat- 
tle was fought, in which Pembroke 
was defe:ted, and being taken, was 
beheaded by the Rebels, together 
O 2 


In the mean Time, he 
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with Sir Nichard Herbert his Bro- 
ther. There was an Inſurrection of 
much the ſame Nature in Northamp- 
tonſhire, where the Malecontents 
went in a tumultuous Manner to a 
Manſion-Houſe of the Earl of Ri- 
vers, the Queen's Father, ſeiz'd 
- him, and beheaded him at North- 
ampton. F 
The King was ſo far from ſuſ- 
petting Warwick and his Brother, 
that he gave them a Commiſſion to 
levy 'Troops, in order to oppole the 
Rebels. 'They made uſe of this 
Commiſſion to raiſe Forces, but in- 
ſtead of acting againſt the Rebels, 
they declar'd for them. The King 
hereupon march'd againſt them in 
Perſon, and when the two Armies 
came near one another, whilt a Ne- 
gotiation was on Foot, in order to 
an Accommodation, the Earl of 
Warwick attack'd the King's Camp 
unawares in the Night, put them in 
the utmoſt Confuſion, and took the 
King Priſoner, who was conducted 
to Midd/eham-Caftle in Yorkſhire, and 
ut under the Cuſtody of the Arch- 
iſhop of York. This was in 1470. 
Warwick now thought his Buſi 
neſs as good as done. Fut how fur- 
priz'd was he, when he was in- 
form'd, that Edward hid found 
Means, by bribing his Guard, to 
eſcape from his Confinement, and 
that he was actually arriv'd in Lon- 
an, Which the Earl had taken no 
Care to ſecure, as not apprehending, 
In the leaſt, ſuch a ſudden Turn of 
Affairs! An Accommodation was 
attempted by ſome Lords of a peace- 


able Diſpoſition, but that coming to 


nothing, both Sides began again to 
prepare for War, and to raite For- 
ces with all imaginable Diligence: 
For Edward's Army had been diſ- 
ers d by the late Surprize, and 
Farwick thought himſelf to ſecure, 
in having the King his Priſoner, that 
he had diſbanded the beſt Part of 
Kis Troops. ä 
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Sir Robert Nelli was ſent by the 
Earl to raiſe Forces in Lincolnſhire, 
whilſt he and C/arence did the ſame 
in other Counties. As Wells had 
ou Intereſt in that County, he was 
oon at the Head of a conſiderable 
Army. The King hereupon was 
reſolv'd to attack him, before he 
had join'd the other two; and fo 
falling upon him near Stamford, 
routed his whole Army and put 
them to Flight, with the Slaughter 
of 10,000 of them, and Wells him- 
ſelf was taken and beheaded. This 
Action was call d The Battle, Loſe 
Coat Field, from the Lincoln/hir: 
Men throwing off their Coats, in 
order to run away the faſter. _ 

Warwick and Clarence, who had 
not yet compleated their Levics, 
were thunder-{truck at this Defeat, 
and hearing that the King was on 
the March to attack them, they bad 
no other Courle to take, but to re- 
tire into France, and there concert 
new Meaſures. Being arriv'd there, 
they waited on King Lewis, who 
promis'd them a powerful Aid. But 
it was neceſſary alſo, that they 
ſhould. enter into an Alliance with 
Queen Margaret in order to reſtore 
Henry, as that would be the beſt 
Pretence for dethroning Edzvard. 
And thus mutual Intereſt made the 
Queen and V aravick Friends, be- 
tween whom there had been before 
the greateſt Enmity. In the mean 
Time, Edward, tho' he had In- 
telligence from the Duke of Par- 
gundy, of what was contriving againſt 
him in France, took very little No- 
tice of the Matter, but follow'd his 
Plcaſures, to which he was extremely 
addicted. 

Lewis having furniſh'd the Earl of 
FFirawwick with Money and Troops, 
{et Sall with the Duke of Clarence, 
aud landed at Dartmouth. By tie 
coming in of the People, he ſoon 
found tis Army increas'd to 00,000. 
He fortlwith proclaim'd #{zry VI. 
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and march'd in Purſuit of Edward, 
who fled before him, and with great 
Difficulty embark'd, and took Re- 
fuge in Holland. The two Chiefs 
enter'd London in Triumph, the Be- 
inning of Ockober, 1470; and the 
zarl of Warwick repairing to the 
Tower, releas'd King Henry, after a 
fix Years Impriionment, who was 
ſolemnly proclaim'd, on the 14th, as 
again aſcending the Throne. Thus 
the Earl reſtor d Henny, whom he had 
before depos d to ſet up Edward; 
and was, on theſe Accounts, com- 
monly call d The King-Maker, 

A Parliament was now call d, 
which met on Now. 20; and, ac- 
cording to, the ſalutary Principle, 
by which we have ſeen that thoſe 
Aſſemblies acted, of alavays fiding 
with the Strongeft, voted Edward a 
Traitor and Ulurper, conhicated all 
his Eſtate, and annull'd all the Acts 
made in his Reign. They alto de- 
clar'd all thoſe to be Rebels and 
Traitors, who had borne Arms in 
Defence of Edward's pretended 
Right. Thus this Parliament undid 
all that Edward's Parliament had 
done, 

The Duke of Burgundy, to whom 
Edward had fled for Protection, 
after ſeveral Debates within himſelf, 
reſoly'd to aſſiſt him in regaining 
the Crown. Accordingly, having 
furniſh'd him with ſome Ships, Mo- 
ney, and a {mall Body of Men, Ed- 
ward ſet Sail from Yere, about the 
Middle of March, 1471, and landed 
at Rawenſpur in York/hire, He was 
receiv'd but coldly at firlt, and 
therefore pretending he was only 
come to claim his own private Eſtate, 
he took only the Title of Duke of 
Tort, and folemnly own'd Henry for 
his Sovereign, When he came to 
Fork, the Magiſtrates refus'd to open 
their Gates to him; but the Peo- 
ple compell'd them to it, upon his 
promiling not to hurt the City, and 
tat he would continue faithful to 


.**" "IE 
King Henry, Tho' he ſtaid not 
long at York, his Army was — 
increas'd, and he reſolv'd to marc 

towards Loyd, In the mean Time, 
the Earl of Warwick went and en- 
camp'd at Cywertry, expecting the 


Duke of Clarence to come and join 


him with his Troops. But as Ed- 
ward had, ſome Pime ago, private- 
ly won over his Brother the Duke, 
who promis'd to deſert Warwick, 
whenever he could do it with Ad- 
vantage, ho was now as good as 
his Word; and the two Brothers 
joining their Forces, left Warwick 
behind, and march'd directly for 
London ; where Edward's Party pre- 
vailing, upon the News of his Ap- 
proach, the Inhabitants were deter- 
min'd to receive him: And ſo he en- 
ter'd the City on the 11th of April, 
amidit the loud Acclamations of the 
People; and Henry, after a ſeven 
Months Phantom of a Reign, was 
lent again to the Tower. 

'Uhus Edward was again on the 
Throne, but he could not be ſaid 
to be eſtabliſh'd, whilſt the Earl of 
Warwick remain'd unſubdu'd. Two 
Days after his coming to London, he 
put himſelf at the Head of his Ar- 
my, and advanc'd to meet the Earl, 
who was marching towards London, 
and come as far St. A/ban's. Both 
Armics continuing 'their March, 
they met each other at Barnet. 
Here a dreadful Battle was fought 


on April 14th, being Eafter-Day, 


which begin early in the Morning 
and continued till Noon, both Sides 


fighting with the greateſt Obſtinacy 


and Refolution, till Warwick's Ar- 
my, overpower'd by Numbers, was 
put to the Rout, great Numbers be- 
ing ſlain on the Spot, with the Earl 


himſelf, and the Marqueſs of Man- 


tague, his Brother, 

Queen Margaret, with Prince Ed- 
yard her Son, was juſt arriv'd from 
France, This Princeſs, who had hi- 
thereto ſhewn the utmoſt Firmneſs 
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of Mind amidſt all the Turns of For- 
tune, was ſo ſurpriz'd at the News 
of this fatal Blow, that ſhe fell into 
a Swoon, and abandoning herſelf to 
Grief and Deſpair, took Sanctuary 
at the Abbey of Beauli:y in ＋ 
Hire. But the Duke of Somer/er, the 
Earl of Pembroke, and other Lords 
her Friends, perſuading her to try 
her Fortune once more, by putting 
the Prince of Wales her Son at the 
Head of an Army, ſhe conſented ; 
and thoſe Lords, in a very ſhort Time, 
pot together a good Number of 
roops, which being join'd by the 
ſcatter'd Remains of the Earl of 
Warwick's, made up no inconſidera- 
ble Body. 'The King, being tho- 
roughly acquainted with theſe Pro- 
ceedings, loſt no Time, but reſolv'd 
to attack them before the Earl of 
Pembroke ſhould join them with the 
Troops he had been raiſing in Wales. 
And ſo coming up with them at 
Tewkeſbury, where they had intrench- 
ed themſelves in Haſte, eighteen Days 
after the Battle of Barnet, he en- 
ter*d their Camp, and entirely rout- 
ed them with a terrible Slaughter, 
The Queen, the Prince of ales, 
and the Duke of Somerſet, were 
taken. 'The laſt was beheaded. 'The 
Prince, then eighteen Years old, was 
ſabb'd to Death in coo! Blood, by 
the Dukes of Clarence and Glouceftcr, 
the Earl of Dorſet, and the Lord 
Haſiings; at leaſt, in their Preſence. 
And Queen Margaret was impriſon'd 
in the Tower, where ſhe remain'd 
till, in 1475, ſhe was ranſom'd by 
Lewis XI. for 50,000 Crowns. 

The Battle of Tewte/bury, which 
was the twelfth in the Quarrel be- 
tween the Two Ro/es, was ſoon fol- 
low'd by the Murder of the unfor- 
tunate King Henry VI. in the goth 
Year of his Age. Edward thinkin 
he ſhould never be at Peace, whilt 
that Prince was alive, refolv'd. at 
laſt to ſacrifice him, innocent as he 
Was, to his own Security. The 
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Duke of Glauceſter, Edward's Bro- 
ther, a Man of a cruel and bloody 
Diſpoſition, undertook to diſpatch 
him, and, it is ſaid, ſtabb'd him with 
his own Hand in the Tower. His 
Body was buried-in the Abbey of 
Chertſey, but afterwards remov'd t 
Windſor. 

TFaſper Tuder, Earl of Pembrog-, 
hearing of the Defeat at Teac eiu, 
and thinking it in vain, any longer 
to oppoſe King E award, diſmiis'd 
his IJroops, and ſtaid ſome Time 
with the Earl of Richmond his Ne 
phew, in Wiles, where they had 
great Intereſt and Credit. But EA. 
ward making uſe of all his Arts to 
get them ſeiz d or made away with, 
they embark'd for France; and be- 
ing drove on the Coaſt of Bretagne, 
were detain'd there by the Duke. 
The Earl of Richmond being the 
only Prince that was left of the 
Houſe of Lancaſter, who could lay 
any Claim to the Crown, King 
Edward was very preſſing in de- 
manding him of the Duke of Br-- 
tagne; who at firſt refus'd, and at 
length deliver'd him to the Ez 
Ambaſſadors: But knowing Edward's 
Deſign was to ſacrifice him, he re- 
pented of what he had done, and 

ot him out of the Ambaſladors 

lands again, juſt as they were go- 
ing to embark, Thus the Earl was 
preſery'd by a Sort of Miracle, who 
was one Day to aſcend the I hrone 
of England. 

King Edward, being now firmly 
eſtabliſh'd on the Throne, ſpent a 
great Part of his Time in negoti- 
ating Truces and Alliances wWitli fo- 


reign Princes and States; as the Kings 


of Scotland, Denmark, Caftile, and 
Portugal; and-in ſettling the Diffe- 
rences between the Engliſb and the 
Harſe-Towwns ; which was at laſt hap- 
pily effected. 

Lewis XI. being at War with the 
Duke of Burgundy, offer d King Ed. 
ard a Truce, leſt he ſhould _ 
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the ſaid Duke: And Edward con- 
ſented to it, only till the State of 
his Kingdom would permit him to 
be reveng'd on Lewis, for aſſiſt- 
At length 

ruce being concluded between 
Lewis and the Duke, the latter em- 
ploy'd his Arms to enlarge his Do- 
minions on the Side of Germany. 
But Lewis did all he could under- 
hand to obſtruct him in his Deſigns. 
This put him upon entering into 
an Alliance with King Edward, in 
order jointly to carry the War into 
France; which was what Edward 


wanted, and was now in a Condition 


to undertake. Acccrdingly he pals'd 
over with his Army into France, in 
1475. But the Duke of Burgundy, 
whoſe Deſign, it is likely, was only 
to cauſe Edvard to make a Diver- 
ſion in France, in order to prevent 
Lewis from interrupting his Projects 
in Germany, not joining him, as he 
had promiſed, and the Conſtable of 
St. Pax/, who had promis'd to de- 
liver him up St. Quentin, not be- 
ng as good as his Word, Edward 
thought fit to conſent to a Peace, 
of which Leawis made the firſt Of- 
fers, and which was concluded be- 
tween the two Monarchs, by Pleni- 
potentiaries at Amiens, and ſworn to at 
an Interview between them, on the 
Bridge of Pequigny. And ſo Ed- 
award, after all his great Preparati- 
ons, return'd to England, without 
doing any Thing at all. But this 
was, in a great Meaſure, owing to 
the rich Preſents, L-xvis beftow'd on 
Edward's principal Courtiers, and 
the Penſions he privately aſſign'd 
them. And the fame Thing hinder'd 
him from interpoſing in the Affairs 
of France, when the Good of Eng- 
land, and of all Europe, requir'd it, 
upon Leawis's ſeizing a great Part 
of the Burgundy Dominions, and en- 
deavouring to get Poſſeſſion of the 
reſt, after the Duke's Death, in Pre- 
Judice of his Daughter and Heireſs, 
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Maria, who was aſterwards married 
to Maximilian of Auſtria, Son to 
the Emperor Frederick. | 
The King, not content with his 
Severity againſt 'the Chiefs of the 
Lancafirian Party, and even thoſe 
of a lower Rank, in executing, im- 
moderately fining, impriſoning and 
baniſhing great Numbers of them, 
compleated the Tragedy in the Year 
1478, by the Death of his own 
Brother, the Duke of Clarence. The 
King was never heartily reconcil'd 
to him for joining with the Earl 
of Warwick to dethrone him, tho! 
he was afterwards the chief Means 
of his reaſcending the Throne; and 
accordingly he neglected him as 
much as ever. 'The Duke was 
haughty and ambitious, and at the 
ſame Mime haſty and paſſionate, and 
too free and unguarded in his Ex- 
preſſions. He would often make 
ſevere Reflections on the King, and 
among other Things; 'tis ſaid, he 
hinted that he was a Baſtard. Be 
that as it will, he had made the 
Queen his Enemy, and the Duke 
of Glomceſter, who was cloſe and re- PI 
ſerved, and ſtuck at nothing to come 
at the main Point, he had in View, | 
which was no leſs than the Crown, . 
joining with her and the reſt of ln 
Clarence's Enemies, ſpar d no Pains Wl 
in giving the King an ill Opinion Wal 
of him, as a Perſon dangerous to 
his Crown and Life. At laſt his 
Death was reſolv'd on, the Manner 
of which was ſomewhat extraordi- 
nary ; for he is ſaid to have been 
drown'd in a Butt of Ma/m/-y Wine. 
Edward, inſtead of aſſiſting Maxi- 
milian of Auſiria, who was endea- 
vouring to recover the Burgundy Wl 
Dominions, ſuffer'd himſelf to be 
amus'd and manag'd by the King 
of France, or rather by his own Wa 
Miniſters whom Lewis had brib'd ; a: 
and having now no Inclination for 
War, devoted himſelf wholly to his 
Pleaſures, which were ſo profuſe, Wl 
O 4 
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that they were more expenſive than 
War itſelf, and put him upon ex- 


torting Money from his Subjects by 


very cruel Methods. 
is continued to amuſe EA. 
award, leſt he ſhould join with Maxi 
milian, till he had clandeſtinely pre- 
vail'd on the Scots to break the 
Truce with England; which they 
did in 1481, and made an Irruption 
into the Borders, which came to no 
more than the carrying off ſome 
Booty. However, the Duke of 
Glouceſter march'd with an Army 
into Scotland, and proceeded as far 
as Edinburgh ; where having oblig'd 
King James to keep the Truce, and 
to reſtore Berwick, which Queen 
Margaret had given up, there was 
an End of this Affair. It muſt be 
obſerv'd, that James III. hated by 
his People and eſpecially by the 
Nobility, for his tyrannical Pro- 
ceedings, had of his own Head, or 
by the ſole Advice of his odious 
Favourites, broken the 'Truce with 
England; but all at the private In- 
ſtigation of the King of France. 

his Treachery of Lenvis open'd 
Edward's Eyes, and made him re- 
folve on a War with F-4:ce, after 
he had let many ſair Opportunities 
ſlip. Beſides, the French King had, 
ever ſince the Treaty of nens, 
artfully ſhifted off the Marriage of 
the Dauphin with the Princeſs Eli- 
zavth, eldeſt Daughter of Exward, 
which was one of the Articles of 
chat Treaty, and now, he at laſt 
manag'd Matters ſo dexterouſly with 
the £/:mirgs, that he married him 
to Margaret, Daughter of Maximi- 
fran and Maria, againſt the Will of 
her Father. Edward, enrag'd at 
having been thus impos'd upon, was 
Fully bent on the War, how little 
Likelihood faever there was of Suc- 
ceſs, in the Circumſtances he was in 
at this Time. But in the Midſt of 
bis Preparations, Death put an End 
to all his Projects. He was ſeiz'd 


with a violent Fever, moſt probably 
the Effect of a Surfeit, which car- 
ried him off, on the gth of April. 
1483, in the forty-ſecond Year of 
his Age, and twenty-third of his 


Reign. 

His good Fortune may be ad- 
mir'd, if we conſider in what Cir- 
cumſtances he obtain'd the Crown, 
and recover'd it after he had lo#l it, 
and that he was vitonous in evcry 
Battle he fought in Perſon. But nie 
is blam'd by all for his Cruelty, in 
cauſing ſo many to be executed, at- 
ter he had taken them in Battle, and 
the Breach of Faith he was ſome— 
times guilty of, on theſe Occaſions. 
And the Murder of King Hen, and 
the Prince of Hales his Son, as well 
as of his own Brother, the Duke of 
Clarence, can never be thought of 
without Horror, however it may be 


juſtifed by Reaſons of State, in 


which Honour and Conſcience are 
ſeldom regarded. At his Acceſſion 
to the 'Throne, he was one of the 
handſomeſt Men in England, per- 
haps in Europe. He had a noble 
ien, a free and affable Deport- 
ment, and an undaunted Courage: 
Which Qualities, join'd together, 
gain'd him ſuch Love and Eſteem 
among the People, as very much 
contributed. to his Succets. All a- 
gree that he was excefively addicted 
to his Pleaſures. He had a great 
many Miſtreiſes, among whom was 
June Shore, Wife to a Citizen of 
London. Of his three chief Miſtreſſes 
he ſaid, that one was the merri:/i 
(meaning Fane Shore) another the 
wittieft, and the third the holieſi Il o- 
man in the World, becauſe jhe would 
never ſtir out of the Church, but 
when he ſent for her. He had how- 
ever no more than two natural Chil- 
dren, which were by Elizabeth Lucy, 
Arthur, created Viſcount L', by 
Henry VIII. and Elizabeth, Wife of 

Thomas Lumley. 
By his Queen, Elizabeth, he had 
three 
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three Sons. and eight Daughters, of 
whom, one Son and two Daughters 
died in their Infancy. His Sons, 
who ſurviv'd him, were Edward, 
Prince of Wales, who ſucceeded 
him, and Richard, Duke of York. 
His ſurviving Daughters were, Eli- 
zabeth, who had been contracted to 
the Dauphin, and was at length mar- 
ried to King Henry VII. Creeley, 
betrothed to the Prince of Scotland, 
afterwards the Wife of the Lord 
Wells : Anne, who was contracted 
to Philip, Son of Maximilian of 
Auſtria and Maria of Burgundy; 
but that Match not emer ns. ſhe 
married Thomas Howard, Duke of 
Norfolk : Bridget, who was a Nun: 
Mary, who was promis'd to the 
King of Denmark, but died before 
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her Marriage: And Catharine, whoſe 
Huſband was Villiam Courtney, Earl 
of Devonſhire. 

In Praiſe of King Edward, it 
muſt be ſaid, that he was a 
Encourager of 'Trade, particu 
of the Woollen Manufacture. 
was interred at Vinaſor, in the Col- 
legiate Chapel, begun by him, and 
finiſhed by the Lord Reginald Bray. 

Several Men, famous in their Pro- 
feſſions, flouriſh'd in his Reign, par- 
ticularly Thomas Littleton, fakes of 
the Common-Pleas, and John For- 
teſcue, Judge, and Chancellor of 
England. In the laſt Year of King 
Edward, Thomas Parr was born in 
Shrop/hire, whom we ſhall hereafter 
find remarkable for his great Age, 
in the Reign of King Charles I. 
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ls Prince was about 
Pl twelve Years old, 
when his Father Ed- 
ward IV. died; up- 
on which he was im- 
mediately proclaim'd 
King, tho? he was never crown'd. He 
bore the Royal Title but for a very 
Mort Time, no more than two 
Months, and twelve Days; which 
can ſcarce be call'd a Reign, as it was 
wholly taken up with the Artifices of 
his Uncle, the Duke of Glouceſter, 
to deprive him of the Crown, and 
place it upon his own Head; in 
which he but too well ſucceeded, 
thro' ſuch a Series of artful Wiles 
and cunning Diſſimulation, and ſuch 
horrid Violence, Cruelty and In- 
Juſtice, as can ſcarce be parallel'd. 
Tho' he ſo ſoon arriv'd at the 
Point his Ambition had in View, 
yet he proceeded cautiouſly, open- 
ing himſelf by Degrees, and not let- 
ting his moſt truſty Confidents into 
the Secret of his grand Deſign, till 
Matters were ripe to put it in Exe- 
cution. 


2 


The State of the Court, before 
and at young Edward's Acccilion, 
tended very much to forward the 
Duke of Glouceſter's Project. The 
Queen, by her Influence over the 
late King, had got all her Relations 
and Favourites promoted to "Title: 
and Honours, which occaſion'd the 
invidious Diſtinction between the old 
and the new Nobility. The latter 
bore all the Sway at Court, and the 
former were by Degrees, as it were, 
baniſh'd from thence ; all except Hen. 
ry Stafford Duke of Buckingham, the 
Lord Stanley, and the Lord Hafi 
who were hearty Friends to . 
ward IV. eſpecially the two latter, 
tho' they had no Reſpect for the 
Queen. The Duke of G/ouce/ter, to 
keep fair with both Parties, in |: 
Brother's Life-Time, publickly made 


his Court to the Queen, but in private 


join'd with the old Nobility, par: 
ticularly Buckingbam, Stanley, and 
8 | 

mmediately, upon Edward's 
Death, a Contention aroſe between 
the two Parties, which ſhould be 

» Maſters 
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Maſters of the young King's Perſon, 
and conſequently of the Govern- 


ment. The Queen, in order to ſe- 


cure her Power, was for keeping 
bim in her and her Relations 
Hands; and the antient Nobility 
were for reſcuing him from them, 
that by that Means they might re- 
move the Queen and her Relations 
from the Government. The young 
King was then at Lud/ow with An- 
thony Woodville, Earl of Rivers, the 
Queen's Brother, whom the late 
King had appointed his Governor. 
The Queen, jealous of the Deſigns 
of her Enemies, had wrote to him 
to raiſe a Body of Forces for con- 


ducting the new King ſafe to Lon- 


don, in order to be crown'd. The 
Duke of Glowce/ter being then at 
York; Buckingham and Haſtings 
ſent to him immediately, to ac- 
quaint him with the King's Death, 
and the Queen's Proceedings, earneſt- 
ly prefling him to take Meaſures for 
getting the young King into his 
Hands, for that the Government of 
the Realm rightfully belong'd to 
him, during the Mmority, It ap- 
pears pretty plain, by every Step of 
the Duke of Glouceſter, that from 
this Time, if not before, he deſign'd 
to aſcend the Throne, in Prejudice 
He wrote 
back, deſiring the two Lords, with 
others of their Friends, to meet him 
at Northampton, in order to confer 
together ot what was proper to be 
done. Here Glouceſter having ha- 
rangu'd them upon the Neceflity of 
taking the King from his Mother 
and her Relations, it was agreed 
that he ſhould try to perſuade the 
Queen to order the Earl of Rivers, 
her Brother, to diſband his Forces. 
Accordingly he found Means to re- 
preſent to her in ſuch Manner the 
Inexpediency and dangerous Con- 
ſequences of the Meaſure ſhe was 
tab z, and how it would excite 
the Jealouſy of the Nation, that ſhe 
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was prevailed on to write to her 
Brother to diſmiſs his Troops; which 
he did, and ſet out with the King 
for London, attended only with his 
Domeſticks. 

When they came near North amp- 


ton, the Dukes of Chu, r and 


Buckingham, who had brought a 
Number of armed Mcn into the 
Town, went out to meet the King, 
and paid him all the Reſpect due 
to his Dignity. "They alſo very 
much care(s'd the Earl of Rivers, 
till, the Scheme they had form'd for 
that Purpoſe ſucceeding, they caus'd; 
him to be arreſted, together with 
the Lord Grey, the Queen's Son by 
her former Huſband, Sir Thomas 
Vaughan, and Sir Richard Hawſe, 
and ſent them Priſoners to Ponte- 


fradt, under the Cuſtody of Sir Ri- 


chard Ratcliff the Governor, who 
ſhortly after, by the Duke of Glau- 
ce/ier's Order, caus'd them to be 
beheaded. | 

Having got the King into their 
Hands, they conducted him to Lon- 
din, pay ing him all due Reſpect as 
they paſs'd along. He enter d the 
City, on the 4th of May, amidſt the 
loud Acclamations of the People, at- 
tended by a great many Lords, the 
Duke of Glouce/ter riding before him 
bare - headed; after which he was 
lodg'd in the Biſhop's Palace. Then 
the Duke, inſtead of a Parliament, 
whoſe Buſineſs it was, ſummon'd a 
great Council to ſettle the Govern- 
ment during the King's Minority; 
which conſiſting chiefly of the old 
Nobility, and the Duke's Friends, 
ſoon declar'd him Protector both of 
the King and Kingdam. 

The Queen, upon hearing what 
paſs'd at Northampton, had taken 
Sanctuary, with the Duke of 7ork, 
her other Son, about nine Years old, 
and the reſt of her Family, in Ve- 
minſter-Abbey. Ihe Protector could 
not proceed to his grand Deſign, 


without getting the young Duke 
alſo 
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alſo into his Hands; which he did 
Means of the Cardinal Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, who was ſent 
to perſuade the Queen to deliver 
Aim up. She at firſt refus'd, being 
juſtly apprehenſive of the Protector's 
Deſigns ; but, at laſt, being told, 
that Force would be made uſe of, 
i ſhe did not comply, ſhe parted 
with him after the tendereſt Careſ- 
ſes, never to ſee him more. Upon 
Sight of him, the Protector ran to 
him and embrac'd him, feigning 
the utmoſt Affection, and brought 
him to the King, who was overjoy'd 
to ſee his Brother. Soon after, he 
lodg*d them both in the Tower, from 
whence the Kings uſed formerly to 
proceed to their Coronation. 
The Duke of Glouce/ter now 
thought himſelf in a Condition to 
urſue the main Project of his Am- 
Pition, and of Protector to make 
himſelf King. To this End, he 
communicated his Thoughts, firſt to 
the Duke of Buckingham, who came 
readily into the Deſign, and puſh'd 
it on as heartily as the Protector 
himſelf. Some other truſty Friends 
were let into the. Secret, and held 
frequent Conſultations about it with 
the Duke. The Lords Haſtings 
and Stanley were not of this Num- 
ber, tho“ they had hitherto join'd 
with the Duke, not thinking he de- 
ſign'd to proceed any farther. Ha/- 
tings, in particular, had hitherto 
en very ſerviceable to him ; but 
as he was known to have a great 
Affection for the late King's Chil- 
dren, tho' he hated the Queen, it 
was reſolv' d, either to win him over, 
or to diſpatch him out of the Way. 
One Care/by, a Confident of his, was 
employ'd to found him, as it were 
at a Diſtance, by occationally intro- 
ducing a Diſcourſe about State- Af- 
fairs, and then telling him how Peo- 
ple taik'd of the Duke of G/cu- 
cefter's Right to the Crown, upon a 


Report that Edward IV. himſelf, 
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and all his Children were illegiti. 
mate. For the Protector, by hi: 
Emiſſaries, had taken Care to ſpread 
ſuch a Report. Haſtings, not ſuſpect 
ing Cate/by, diſcover'd to him hi: 
whole Mind, and expreſs'd himself 
with the utmoſt Warmth in favour 
of Edward's Children. Cate/by be 
tray'd him, and ſo his Death wa: 
reſolv'd on. 

The Protector had all this while 
made Shew of preparing for the 
King's Coronation, and to that End 
had appointed a particular Council, 
under Pretence of regulating Matter; 
relating to that Solemnity, which 
was firſt fix'd to the 22d of Jun, 
and then on divers Pretences put of 
to the 2d of Nowember. F or, at the 
ſame 'Time, he had another Coun- 
cil conſiſting of none but his Crea 
tures, Whoſe ſole Buſineſs it was to 
conſult Means for deferring the Co- 
ronation, and advancing the Pro- 
tector to the Throne. The main 
Thing was to give ſome plauſib!- 
Colour to his Pretenſions among tl 
People. To this End, as has been 
ſaid, Edward IVth's Children were 
all to be deem'd Baſtards, on Pre- 
tence of his being engag'd in a Mar- 
riage Contract with another Lady, 
before he eſpouſed Elizabeth Wood. 
ville. And leſt this ſhould not take, 
it was to be given out, and Proots 
pretended, ſuch as they were, that 
the late King, and Duke of Clarence, 
were the Offspring of the Duchels 
of Yore's unlawful Amours, and that 
the Duke of Glouceſter was her only 
Son by her Huſband the Duke ot 
York. Theſe Things were, by the 
Direction of the Protector and his 
Council, firſt rumour'd about, by 
Means of Cateſiy, and ſuch like 
truſty Emiſſaries. 

'The Lord Haſtings, all this while, 
knew nothing of Cate/by's 'Trea- 
chery. And ſo he came without 
any Fear to the Council, which"thc 
Protector had aſſembled in the 7orver, 

on 


ED 


on the 13th of June, on purpoſe to 
get him diſpatch d. The Protector 
came in at Nine in the Morning, very 
chearful and complaiſant to all the 
Lords. Then he withdrew, and 
about an Hour after return'd, bitmg 
his Lips, and knitting his Brows, 
as if ſome great Matter diſturb'd 
him. He was ſilent a while, and 
at laſt broke out on a ſudden, and 
ak'd them, What they d:/erved who 
had plotted tgainſt his Life? Lord 
Haſtings made Anſwer, that Th-y 
aug ht to be puniſb'd as Traitors. Well 
then, reply'd the Protector, /t 7s 
that Sorcereſs, my Sifter-in-Lanw, 
(meaning the Queen) and her 4c- 
complices. Then ſtripping his left 
Arm, and ſhewing it to the Council, 
almoſt wither'd and dried up (tho' 
every one knew it had been 05 in 
that Condition) he ſaid, See what 
that Sorcereſs, and Shore's Wife 
have done by their Witchcrafts ; and 
they would have done the ſame to 
the reſt of my Body, if God's Mercy 
had not prevented them. Haſtings, 
who kept Jane Shore, after Edward's 
Death, being concern'd at hearing 
her accuſed, ſaid, JF they are guilty 
of ſuch a Crime, - they ought to be 
puniſhed : What, ſays the Protector, 
_ inſtantly raiſing his Voice, 4% thou 
anſwer me with If's and And's? 1 
tell thee, they bade plotted againſt 
my Life, and thou thy ſelf art acceſſory 
to their Crime. As he ſpoke theſe 
Words, he ſtruck the Table twice 
with his Hand, and preſently a 
Number of armed Men ruſh'd in, 
and the Protector arreſted Ha//irgs 
for High- Treaſon. In the Con- 
fuſion, one of the Soldiers ſtruck at 


the Lord Stanley with a Battle-Ax, 


(having Orders, it is likely, to kill 
him, as it were by Chance.) But he 
eſcap'd by getting under the Table. 
However he was arreſted, together 
with the Archbiſhop of J,, and 
the Biſhop of Ely, they being all 
three firmly attach'd to the young 
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King. The Protector was ſo im- 
patient to have Haſtings executed, 
that he ſwore hs would not dine, till 
he had ſeen it done. Accordingly he 
was beheaded on a Log of Wood, 
before the Tower-Chapel, there not 
being Time to erect a Scaffold. Tis 
remark'd, that he ſuffer'd on the 
{ame Day and Hour, that the Lords 
and the two Knights at Pontefract᷑ 
were beheaded, to whoſe Death he 
had but too readily conſented, 

Tane Shore was brought before 
the Council, as an Accomplice with 
Lord ger > where ſhe pleaded 
her Cauſe ſo well, that they did not 
think fit to condemn her. However, 
ſhe was proſecuted in the Biſhop's 
Court for Incontinence, in leaving 
her Huſband to live with other Men. 
And ſo ſhe was condemn'd to do 
open Penance in St. Paul's Church, 
in a White-Sheet, with a Wax Taper 
in her Hand ; which ſhe accordingly 
did, before all the People. 

The King's Friends being all 
dead, or in Priſon, or effectually ter- 
rify'd -by the late ſevere Proceed- 
ings; the Protector and Buckingham 
deem'd this to be the Crilis for put- 
ting their Deſign in Execution. Ac- 
cordingly they cauſed to be ſpread 
more than ever, the Illegitimacy of 
Edzvard's Children, and of Eaward 
himſelf. And the Protector having 
before gain'd Sir Edmand Shaw 
Mayor of London, he got his Bro- 
ther, Dr. John Shaw, a popular 
City-Preacher, to preach a Sermon 
at Paul's-Cro/5, on the Subject, from 


the Apocryphal Text, Baſtard Slim 


ſpall take no decp Root. But all that 
was got by this, was, that the 
Preacher was ever after deſpis'd for 
his Pains. 

However, to loſe no Time, as the 
principal Point was to gain the Ci- 


tizens, the Duke of Buckingham, in 


an eloquent Speech, harangu'd the 
Mayor, Aldermen, Common-Coun- 
cil and principal Citizens, wao were 

order'd 
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order d to meet at Guild-Hall, for 
that Purpoſe. He enlarg'd on the 
Objections againſt Edward's Chil- 
dren, and the noble Qualities of the 
Duke of Gloucefter, as the only legiti- 
mate Son of the Duke of Yort, whom 
he recommended for their King, and 
in the End deſir'd them to declare 
their Minds. Every one ſtood a- 
maz'd, and there was a profound 
Silence. "The Duke repeated the 
Senſe of his Speech in other Words, 
but it had no better Effect; till the 
Recorder was order d to ſpeak to 
the People, which he did, tho' much 
againſt his Will. He only repeated 
the Subſtance of the Duke's Speech, 
and the Duke concluded with de- 
manding their poſitive Anſwer, Whe- 
ther they would have the Duke of 
Glouceſter tor their King or no? 
Upon this, there was a confus'd 
"Murmur, and *ewas uncertain, whe- 
ther the People ſaid Yea or No; 
when ſome of the Duke's Servants 


DWARD V. 


preſſing in, ery*d out, Long [ive King 
Richard : Who being join'd by 
ſome Citizens, that were brib'd, and 
the Rabble without Doors, the Cry 

0 1 ſtrong, King Richard 
King Richard ! Then the Duke of 
Buckingham, affecting to take it for 
e; that this was the Senſe of 
all the People, went the next Day, 
with the Mayor, Aldermen and o. 
thers of the Cabal, to the Protector, 
to offer him the Crown. He ap. 
pear'd exceedingly ſurpriz' d, as if 
he had known nothing of what had 
pals'd, and feign'd a great Reluc- 
tance againſt complying with their 
Requeſt : But, at laſt, fuffer'd him 
ſelf to be prevail'd upon, and, on 
June 19, accepted the Crown, as if it 
were at the Deſire of all the People 
of England. 

Thus ended the Farce, to the 
great Grief of all worthy Citizens 
and honeſt Men; who yet did not 
dare openly to expreſs their Concern. 
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RICHARD III. Surnam'd Crook-Back. 


N HE Duke of Glouceſter 
baving thus accom- 
rp d the End he had 
— in View, was pro- 

claim'd King on the 

zoth of June, 1483, 
by the Name of Richard III. and 
was ſolemnly crown d, together with 
his Queen, on the 6th of the fol- 
lowing Month. In the mean Time, 
he appointed the Lord John How- 
«rd Earl Marſhal, and created him 
Duke of Norfo/k ; his Son Thomas 
Howard, Earl of Surrey; William 
Berkley, Earl of Nottingham, and the 


cruel Methods, but two Years and 
two Months; which whole Time 
was ſpent by him, in contriving Me- 
thods to ſupport himſelf on the 
Throne; and by his Enemies, in 
Plots and Conſpiracies to pull him 
down; in which they at laſt ſuc- 
ceeded, and at the ſame Time de- 
> hn him both of his Crown and 

As he could not think himſelf 
ſafe, whilſt his two Nephews, the 
young King and his Brotherthe Duke 
of York, were yet living, he reſolv'd 
on the wicked ient of diſpatch- 


Lord Lowel, one of his chief Confi- 
dents, Viſcount Lowe/, on whom 
he likewiſe conferr'd the Office of 
Chamberlain, He alſo releas'd from 
Confinement, the Archbiſhop of 
York, and the Lord Stanley; and 
taking Dr. Morton, ' Biſhop of Eh, 
out of the Tower, committed him to 
the Cuſtody of the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, who ſent him to Breckneck- 
Caſtle in Wales. N 
Richard enjoy d the Crown, which 
*he had obtain'd by ſuch unjuſt and 


ing them out of the Way ; which 
was accordingly done ſoon after his 
Coronation, The two innocent Chil- 
dren were ſtill in the Tower, the 
Government of which he had given 
to Sir Robert Brackenbury, one of 
his Creatures, He choſe to be ab- 
ſent from London whilſt the helliſh 
Deſign was executed, that he might 
be the leſs ſuſpected; and fo ſet out 
with the Duke of Buckingham, to 
viſit ſeveral Counties. Being come: 
to G/cuce/ter, he tent expreſs Orders 
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to Brackenbury, to put the two 
young Princes to Death. Bracken- 
bury, more conſcientious than Ri- 
chard imagin' d, humbly deſir'd to 
be excus'd. Upon which he ſent 
him a Written Order, by Sir James 
Tyrrel, requiring him to deliver up 
to the ſaid Jyrrel, the Keys and Go- 
vernment of the Tower for one 
Night only. Brackenbury obey'd; 
* Tyrrel brought in two Ruffians, 
Mites Foreft, and John Dighton, 
whom he had hir'd to perpetrate 
the horrid Fact. In the Dead of 
the Night, when the Princes were 
aſleep, they enter'd the Chamber, 
and ruſhing upon them, ſtifled them 
both in their Bed, and then buried 
them under a little Stair Caſe. This 
Tyrrel confeſs'd, who was executed 
in the next Reign. In 1674, ſome 
Bones were found there, ſuppos'd 
to be theirs, which Charles II. 
caus'd to be put in a Marble- Urn, 
and remov'd to Veſminſter- Abb cy. 
From Glouceſter, King Richard ſet 
out for the North, to quell ſome 
Diſorders in thoſe Parts; and com- 
ing to York, was crown'd there a 
ſecond Time, in the Beginning of 
September. At the ſame Time, he 
created Eward his Son, Prince of 
Mk, who was then ten Years old. 
Having got rid of his Nephews, 
and taken Meaſures for renewing 
the foreign Alliances, and endea- 
vour'd to make thoſe his Friends 
whom he moſt ſuſpected, by giving 
them confiderable Poſts and Em- 
loyments, particularly the Office 
f Lord-Steward of the Houſhold, 
to the Lord Stanley, (who had mar- 
ried Margaret, Counteſs of Rich- 
ond, Mother of the Earl, who was 
ſtill in Bretagne; Richard now 
thought himſelf very ſecure; But at 
this very Lime, a Conſpiracy was 
forming, which, tho' it prov'd un- 
ſucceſsful at firſt, in the End com- 
ted his Ruin. 
Tbe Duke of Buckingham, who 


III. 


had been the chief Inſtrument in 


placing Richard on the Throne, was 
at the Head of this Conſpiracy. He 
thought himſelf neglected by Ri- 
chard, or, at leaſt, not rewarded in 
Proportion to the Service he had 


done him. Tis ſaid, the King had 


broke his Word with him, with 
regard to ſome Lands he had pro- 
mis'd to give him. However, he 
retir d from Court, exceedingly dif- 
guſted, meditating nothing but Re- 
venge, and ſoon began to concert 
Meaſures with Morton, Biſhop. of 


Eq, his Priſoner in Wales, how to 


dethrone the Uſurper, whom he 
had fo lately ſet up. After ſeveral 
Conferences, and thoroughly under- 
ſtanding one another, the Scheme 
they fix'd upon, was to ſet Henry 
Earl of Richmond on the Throne, 
In this Project, they were ſure of 
having all the Friends of the Houſe 
of Lancafter on their Side, Hann 
being the only Reliet of that Fa- 
mily, as has been obſerv'd. And in 
order to engage the Yorkifts, twas 


thought neceſſary that Henry ſhould 


promiſe to marry the Princeſs Eliga- 
beth, eldeſt Daughter of Eatward LV. 
Matters being thus concerted, the 
firſt Step that was taken was, by 
a truſty Meſſenger, to acquaint the 
Counteſs of Richmond with their 
Defign ; who came heartily into it, 
and tound Means privately to im- 
part it to the Queen Dowager, in 
her Sanfuary, who readily gave 
her Conſent, that Henry ſhould marry 
her Daughter. 'This done, thcy 
each of them engag'd their molt 
faithful Friends in the Plot, and 
theſe drew in others; which, indeed, 
was no hard Matter, as the Uſurper 
was univexſally hated by the Na- 
tion, The Counteſs then ſent two 
traſty Perſons into Bretagne, to in- 
form the Earl her Son of what was 
doing in his Favour, and to invite 
him over. His Condition there 
ſeem'd not very promiſing for ſuch 

an 
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an Undertaking. But upon the 
Duke of Bretagne's promiſing to 
aſſiſt him, he ſent Word to the 
Counteſs his Mother, that he ſhould 
be ready to come over in Oober. 
Tho' the Confpirators took all ima- 
ginable Care to conceal themſelves, 
yet Richard had ſome confus'd Inti- 
mations of a Plot, and beginning to 


ſuſ] the Duke of Buckingham, 


order'd him to Court; but he per- 
emptorily refus'd to come, declar'd 
againſt the King, and took up Arms, 
drawing together the Forces, he and 
his Adherents had privately liſted in 
Wales, and marching towards the 
Weftern Counties, in order to join 


his Friends who were ready to riſe 


there, and where the Earl of Rich- 
mond deſigned to land. But the Duke 
being ſtopp'd in his Paſſage by a 
dreadfal Inundation of the Sewery, 
which laſted ſix Days, his whole Ar- 


my diſbers'd, and he being left with 


only one Servant, went and conceal'd 
himſelf in the Houſe of one Bani- 
fter, to whom both he and his Fa- 
ther had been great Benefactors. 
Nevertheleſs, upon Richard's pub- 
lining a Proclamation, offering a 
very great Reward for apprehending 
ham, he was baſely betray'd by Ba- 
niſter to the High-Sheriff of Shrop- 
Sire, and ſoon after loſt his Head. 
About the ſame Time, the Earl of 
Richmond appear'd on the Coaſt of 
England, and was like to have fallen 
into the Hands of his Enemies ; but 
he luckily eſcap'd, and ſail'd back 
to Normandy, and from thence re- 


turn'd into Bretagne, to wait for a 


more favourable Opportunity. In 
the mean Time, Richard proceeded 
with Severity againſt the Conſpira- 
tors, putting many of them to Death, 
and gave an extraordinary Commiſ- 
hon to Sir Ralph Aſhton for that 
Purpoſe, Among others, Sir Wi/liam 
Collinglurn, a Wilthire Gentleman, 
was hang*d, drawn and quarter'd, 


for abetting the Earl of Richmond . 


Project, and for writing the follow- 
ing ſatyrical Rhyme, on Richard, 
and three of his Favourites; 

The Cat, the Rat, and Lovel the Dog, 

Rule all England under a Hog. 
Alluding to Careſiy, Ratchff, and 
Lovel, who bore a Dog for his 
Arms, as one of Richard's Support- 
ers was a Wi/d- Boar. But many, to 
eſcape the King's Severity, fled in- 
to Bretagne, to the Earl of Rich- 
mond; among whom was Thomas 
Grez, Marqueſs of Dor/et, Son to 
King Edward's Queen. 

Ihe Storm being thus in Appear- 
ance blown over, King Richard 
thought fit to call a Parliament; 
which meeting on Jan. 23, 1484, 
and being wholly devoted to the 
King, made no Scruple to declare 
the Iflue of Edward IV. illegiti- 
mate, to confirm Richard's irregular 
Election, and recognize his pre- 
tended Right to the Crown. Then 
they paſs'd an Act of Attainder a- 

ainſt the Earl of Richmond, and all 
is Adherents. But 'twas very 


HAPPY for his Mother, the Coun- 
teis 


„ that no body diſcover'd her 
having any Hand in the Plot. Af- 
ter all, ſeveral good Statutes were 

aſs'd by this Parliament, for the 

tter adminiſtring Juſtice, and for 
aboliſhing a late Impoſition, which 
had been practis'd in Edward I'Vth's 
Reign, and had been very grievous 
to the Subject, under the Name of 
a Benevolence. 

This Year, the King for his great- 
er Security, confirm'd the Alliance 
with Portugal, and concluded a 
Truce with Scotland. But notwith- 
ſtanding all his Precautions, he was 
ſtill apprehenſive of freſh Trouble 
from the Earl of Richmond. And 
indeed, that Prince had not relin- 
uiſh'd his Deſign, notwithſtanding 
the late Interruption it met with. 
He had many Erg//b Lords now 
with him, who had eſcaped to Bre- 
** after the late 93 

an 
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and aſſur d him, that the Nation in 
eneral were his Friends; and the 
Duke of Bretagne promis'd to con- 
tinue his Aſſiſt ince. But here he 
was ſoon in great 1 For the 
Duke being grown old and infirm, 


his Prime-Miniſter, Landais, one of 


a very mean Extraction, now go- 
vern'd all in his Name; and made 
himſelf ſo odious to the Nobility, 
and all the People of Bretagne, that 
to ſupport himſelf againſt them, he 
ſought foreign Aſſiſtance, and believ'd 
he Pad a good Opportunity of re- 
ceiving it from King Richard, on 
Condition of delivering the Earl of 
Richmond into his Hands. Nothing 
could be more agreeable to Richard, 
and a Negotiation was actually car- 
ried on, between this hated King 
and equally hated Miniſter, for this 
Purpoſe. In the mean 'Time, the 
Earl knew nothing of all this: But the 
Biſhop of E/y, who had made his 
Eſcape, and, tho' abroad, had good 
Spies about Richard, adverts'd him 
of the Danger he was in. Upon 
which, with great Difficulty he e- 
ſcaped in Diſguiſe from Bretagne, and 
repair'd to the Court of Charles VIII. 
King of Frence, who had ſucceeded 
his Pather, L-avis XI. The gene- 
rous Duke of Bretagne was angry 
with his Miniſter for giving the Earl 
any Canſe of Uneaſineſs, and per- 
mitted all the Fng/t to follow him. 
And not long after, Landaie, for all 
his inſolent Proceedings, met with his 
deſerved Reward on a Gibbet. The 
Earl was very civilly treated at the 
Court of Charles VIII. who at 
length promis'd him ſome Afﬀiſtance, 
not ſo mach out of Regard to him, as 
to cauſe new Troubles in England. 
Here, alſo, he had the Satisfaction 
to ſee the Earl of Oæ h came to 
him, who had been impriſon'd by 
Eawvard IV. in the Caſtle of Ham- 
mes, in Picard), but had now pre- 
vail'd on the Governor and Gariſon 


declare for the Earl of Richmond, 


Richard had Intelligence, that 
ſomething was alſo contriving a- 
2 him in England, but could not 

iſcover by whom. After ſome Time, 
he found out, that what was carry. 
ing on in favour of the Earl, was 
chiefly grounded on his having pro- 
mis'd to marry the Princeſs £/za- 
beth. To prevent him therefore, he 
reſolv'd to marry her himſelf. In 
order to this, by various plauſible 
Pretences, particularly by promiſin 
to ſecure the Crown to the Princet 
after his Death, as the Prince of 
Wales was now dead, and he had no 
other Child, he ſo wrought on the 
Queen-Dowager, that ſhe deliver'd 
her hve Daughters into his Hands. 
Then he took Care to get rid of Ann: 
his Queen, Daughter of the great Earl 
of Warwick, either by cauſing her 
to die with Grief as Vexation by 
his ill Treatment, or by actually 
poiſoning her, She would have been 
more pitied, if ſhe had not marry'd 
the Murderer of her former Huſband, 
who was Edward, Prince of Mali, 
Son to Henry VI. Richard now made 
his Addreſſes to the Princeſs, his 
Niece, but found her abſolutely in- 
flexible. In the mean Time, as he 
ow every Day more odious, many 

ords, and Gentlemen went over to 
the Earl of Richmond, and offer'd 
him their Service: Others did the 
ſame, to avoid being ſacrific'd to his 
Suſpicions; and thoſe who ſtaid at 
home, waited only for an Opportu- 
nity to declare againſt him. Richard 
had alſo impolitickly laid up his 
Fleet in the Spring, 148 Fo at which 
Time, he thought himſelf pretty fe- 
cure from all Danger. 

All Circumſtances thus concur- 
ring, the Earl ſet Sail from Harfleur, 
on the 3 iſt of 7u/;, with only 2009 
Men, which France had lent him, 
together with the Ships to tranſport 
them. On the 6th of Aug ut, he land- 
ed at Mi ſſos d. Hlaaun, and marching 
towards Norch-Wales, was join'd by 

og 


chief . 
Kir 
Earl's 
ces to 
ham, 
light! 
lets di 
with 
meet / 
Join'd 
Sir Th 
thers, 
two A 
Leiceſt 
fought 
Earl © 
ver of 
Stauli 
2 ht: 
rm 
F jobe 
gave { 
Coura; 
eſpyin 
to atta 


Brand 


who fi 
Sir Fo 
had ta 
he ſaw 
into t] 
was 11: 


| betray 


Who fl 
tellige 


e 


RICHARD HII. 211 


vir Rice ap Thomas, with a conſidera- 
ble Body of ei Troops. As the 
Earl was of Nei Extrattion, that 
Country in general readily favour'd 
his Deſign. In a few Days he ar- 
riv'd at Shrewſbury, where the In- 
habitants preſently receiv'd him, and 
Sir George Talbot brought him an Aid 


of 2000 Men. The Lord Stanley, 


and his Brother Sir VMillam, rais'd 
Forces, as if it bad been for the King, 
but had given private Aſſurance to 
the Earl, that they would join him 
at a proper Opportunity; which they 
did, after the two Parties were en- 
gag'd,. and were by that Means the 
chief Cauſe of the Earl's Succels. 
King Richard, having heard of the 


Earl's Landing, order'd all his For-, 


ces to be drawn together at Noi 
ham, reſolving to go in Perſon and 
light him. And the Earl being no 
lets deſirous to decide the Quarrel 
with one Blow, reſolv'd to go and 
meet Richard. In his March he was 
join'd by Sir Walter Hungerford, 
Sir Thomas Bourchier, and-ſeveral o- 
thers, Who deſerted the King. The 
two Armies met near Bofworth in 
Leiceſterſhire, and the Battle was 
fought on the 22d of Auguſt. The 
Earl of Richmond was at firſt in Dan- 
ger of being worſted, when the Lord 
Stanley joining him with 5000 Men, 
and his Brother with 2000, the King's 
Army was entirely routed, after a 
Fight of two Hours, in which he 
gave ſignal Proofs of his Valour and 
Courape. In the Heat of the Battle, 
eſpying the Earl, he rode furiouſly 
to attack him, and kill'd Sir ili 
Branden, the Earl's Standard-Bearer, 
who ſtood in his Way, and threw 
Sir John Cheney to the Ground, who 
had taken the former's Place. When 
he ſaw the Day was lot, he ruſh'd 
into the Midit of his Enemies, and 
was ſlain, Tis very likely, he was 


| betray'd, and that tome great Men, 


Who ſtaid with him, held ſecret In- 
telligence with the Earl of Richmond, 


"Tis faid, that on the very Morning 
of the Battle, before it 1 the 
following Lines were found fix'd on 
the Duke of Norfo/k's Tent Door, 
who was ſlain fighting for Richard: 

Lor of Norfs &, be not ſo bold; 

or Dickon thy Maſter is bought and 

ſold. - | 

Sir Richard Ratclif” was alſo ſlain; 
and the perhdious Cate/by, being taken 
Priſoner, was executed at Leicefter. 

Thus fell King Richard, aged a- 
bout 34 Years, who, excepting 2 un- 
juſtitable Methods to get and keep 
the Crown, may be reckon'd no bad 
King. He took Care to ſuppreſs 
Vice, and promote Sobriety and Vir- 
tue, and had a great Regard to the 
due Adminiſtration of Jultice, except 
where his Crown was concerned. 
Lord Ferulam fays, he was in mili- 
tary Virtue approv'd, and a good 
Law Maker. He founded the Col- 
lege of Herald, and made them a 
Corporation. He was certainly en- 
dow'd with great Parts and Abilities, 
which would have made him a truly 
great Man, if they had been nightly 
apply'd. His boundleſs Ambition 
made him aſpire to the Crown, and 
'twas for the Sake of that only, that 
he was guilty of all that 'Treachery, 
Diſſimulation and Cruelty, which 
juſtly renders his Memory deteſted. 
He was really Croo&-back'd, trom 
whence he had his Surname. 

His Crown being diſcover'd by 
a Soldier, among the Spoil, wag 
brought to the Lord Sa i/ey, wad 
{ct it on the Earl of Richmond's 
Head, and ſaluted him Xng. His 
Body was found ſtript naked, cover'd, 
with Blood and Dirt, and in that 
Cond:tion was thrown crols a Horie, 
with the Head hanging on one Side 
and the Legs on the otuer, and Car- 
ried to Lacefler, where it was ig⸗ 
terr' d. He was the laſt King of tne 
Plautagenet Race, who had ryay'd 
the Scepter ever unce H II. 


Px 


Sr I - 
8 * 


— CY me 
— 


" 
ot 
bY l 
— 4% 
_ * 


— 


a 
feds 
1 . 


>. 2 128 


* 2 POR ut - 1 2 8 F 1 
2 * 82 2 ä 8 | * 322 * = . n - 4 * 14 75 
1 ern — : N - . 
= , 
od Cs RIS: og 
hd 


EP 
ts " vu x 
2 834 — 
- * 
2 


"of R 44S” 1% 8 
r 
4 =" 9 5 4 
— - —_— + xg 


— 
2 81 of = 2 
7 — * "OI oe Po 


Rar 


* 


— ——— —&——jł 


0 


0 
| 


| 
it 
| 


l 
1 


Wil 
10 
| 


| 


| 


| 


j 


| 
| 


| 
| 


1 


lj 
| 


0 


m 


Ae 1 


* i * D . — 
HENRY VII. 
AN ENRY, Earl of Rich- to make that alone the Foundation 
Sf == mornd, was the Son of of his Claim, without mixing it with 
@ H 2 Edmund Tudor, Earl of apy other Title, but only in a ſe- 
8 2 Richmond, and of Mar- condary Wa y, in Aid of the former. 


rector, deſcended from 
| _ a Baſtard-Son of John 
of Gaunt Duke of Lancaſter, b 

Catharine Roxvet or Swinford, Mil. 
treſs, afterwards Wiſe, to that Prince; 
upon which, his Children by her 
were legitimated by Act of Parlia- 


ment, by the Name of Beaufort, in 


the Reign of Richard II. but with 
the expreſs Exception, that neither 
they nor their Iſſue ſhould ſucceed 
to the Crown. 

Immediately after the Victory at 


Boſworth, the Earl caus'd Te Deum to 


be ſung, and his whole Army to fall on 
- their Knees, to return God Thanks; 
after which, they ſaluted him with 
unanimous and repeated Shouts of 
Long live King Henry ; from which 
Time, he took on himſelf the Stile 
*and Authority of King. And tho' 
Title to the Crown, as being of 
the Houſe of Lancaſicr, was liable 
to many Exceptions, yet he choſe 


- 


He therefore put off his Marriage 


with Elizabeth of the Houle of 


Y:rk, whoſe Title-was deem'd better 
than his, till the Parliament ſhould 
have adjudg'd him the Succeſhon, 
that he might not ſeem to be be- 
holden to her for his Right; and 
reſolv'd to be crown'd before the 
Parliament met, to prevent their en- 
tering into any Debates about his 
Title, and, that he might not feem 
to hold the Crown merely by Virtue 
of their Conſent. Nevertheless, to 
pleaſe the Nation, whoſe Intent was, 
that the two Houſes ſhould be united 
by that Marriage, to prevent ary 
more Blood being ſpilt in their Quar- 
rel, he could do no leſs than renew 
his Oath to marry that Princeſs, wh⁰ 
was the eldeſt Daughter of Ta- 
card IV. and ſent for her up to 
London, from the Caftle of Sherif- 
Hutton, where Richard had confin'd 
her. He dre:ded and hated the 

| Houle 


Houſe of Tori, of which there was 


one Male Branch ſtill living, who 
was Edward Plantagenet, 1 of 
Warwick, Son to the unfortunate 


Duke of Clarence. He therefore ſent © 


a Detachment, ſoon after the Battle, 
to take him from the ſame Caſtle, 
and conduct him to the Tower of 
London, of which he fowafter made 
the Earl of Oxford Governor. And 


to reward ſome others of his chief 


Friends, he made his Uncle Jaſper 
Tuder Earl of Pembroke, Who had 
been a Father to * and 3 
ſtant Companion in Bretagne, e 
of Bedford; the Lord . his 
Father- in- Law, Earl of Derby; and 
Sir Raward Courtney, Earl of De- 
vonſbire. 

An extraordinary Kind of Diſtem- 

rag d about this Time in Exg- 
Fund, particularly in London, call'd 
the Sweating-Sickneſs, becauſe it 
threw Perſons into a profuſe Sweat, 
and carried them off in four and 
twenty Hours; but thoſe who got 
over that Time, uſually recover'd. 
It continu'd from the Middle of 
September to the End of Ocłlober, 
and ſwept away great Numbers of 
People. "T'wo Mayors, and fix Al- 
dermen of Londen, died of it in 
eight Days. 

On the zoth of October, 1485, 
a little above two Months after 
the Battle of Bofavorth, Henry was 
crown'd by Cardinal Bourchier, 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, At the 
lame Time, he appointed a Band of 
hfty Men to attend him, called 
Yeomen of the Guard. No King of 
England ever had them before, and 
all Kings and Queens have had 
them ſince. They have been in- 
creaſed to 100 in daily Waiting, 
and 70 more not in Waiting. 

'The Parliargent met, on the 7th 
of Nowernber, and, juſt as Hen 
would have it, paſs'd an Act, That 
the Inheritance of the Crown ſhould 
reſt, remain and abide in the King, 
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and the Heirs of his Body. Thus they 
meddled not with his Title. How- 
ever, being himſelf in no ſmall Per- 
plexity about it, he took a Step, 
which was not only needleſs, but 
contrary to Law, in getting a Bull 
from the Pope to confirm this Act 


of Succeſſion ; wherein he took Cars 


to have all his Titles mention'd, 


namely, his Deſcent from the Houſe |! 
of Lancaſter, his Marriage with th 


Princeſs Lliæabeth, his Victory at 


| Baſewarth, and the Act of Parlia- 
mene The next Thing the Par- 


liament did, was to reverſe the At- 


tainders of thoſe, who had taken Part 


with the King, whilſt only Earl of 
Richmond. But the King himſelf 
had been attainted in the late Reign, 
which was an Affair of much more 
Difficulty; however, it was got over, 
by the Judges unanimouſly reſolv- 
ing, That the Crown takes away all 
Defets and Stops in Blood; and that 
from the Time the King aſſum'd it, 
the Fountain was clear d. Never- 


theleſs, the Records of his Attain-: 


der were taken off the File. Then 
an Act of Attainder was paſs'd a- 
gainſt the late King, by & Name 
of the Duke of Gleuceſter, and his 
chief Adherents. The Eſtates for- 
feited to the King by this AQ, 
brought him in prodigious Sums. 
After this, he thought fit to publiſh 
a general Pardon to all who ſhould 
come in and take the Oaths to him, 
by ſuch a Time. Then he rewarded 
ſome who had accompany'd him in 
his Exile, creating the Lord CHanab: 
of Bretagne, Earl of Bath, givm 

Sir Giles D' Aubeney the Title 0 

Baron D' Aubeney, and Sir Robert 
Willoughby, that of Lord Brooke ; 
and at the ſame Time reſtor'd La- 
ward Stafford, Son of the late Duke 
of Buckingham, who loſt his Life 


in his Caule, to the Title and Eſtates. | 


of his Father. John Morton, Biſhop 
of Ely, he call'd to his Privy-Coun- 
eil, together with Richard Fox. 
oY | ES 
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The former he afterwards made 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury and Lord- 
Chancellor; and the latter, Lord 
Keeper of the Privy- Seal, and my 
of Exetcr, who by Degrees was ad- 
vanc'd to the See of Wincheſter. 
Tho' Henry had a mortal Ha- 
tred to the Houſe of Jet, yet 
for the Sake of his Oath; and to 
amuſe the Nation, he thought it 
neceſſary at laſt to marry the Prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth. Accordingly the 
Nuptials were celebrated, on Jan. 
18, 1486, to the great Joy of the 
People, who expreſs'd more Satis- 
faction than at the King's Entry, or 
Coronation. This exceedingly mor- 
 Bily'd him; and indeed, tho' he 
had made Eixabeth his Queen, yet 
he treated her with great Coldneſs 
and Indifferency as long as ſhe liv'd. 
Soon after the Marriage, he made 
Thomas Stauley Earl of Derby, High- 
Conſtable, #7/ham Stanley his Bro- 
ther, Lord Chamberlain, and /the 
Lord D' Auben:y, Governor of Calais. 
About the Middle of the Spring, 
Henry being on a Progreſs in the 
North, when he came to Tork, was 
inform'd, that the Lord Lowe/, had 
rais'd a Rebellion in thoſe Parts, 
and that Humphrey Stafford, and 
his Brother Thomas, were in Arms 
in Worcefter/aire. This very much 
alarm'd the King, who expected 
no ſuch Matter, and was conſe- 
| quent'y unprepar'd. However, he 
ent the Duke of Bedford, with ſuch 
Forces as could be got together in 
Hate, firit to offer the Rebels a 
Pardon, provided they would lay 
down their Arms: Which the Lord 
Lewe fearing they would accept, 
went off firſt, and conceal'd himſelf 
in Lancaſbire, till he had an Qppor- 
tunity of retiring to Flanders. Then 
ail his Troops ſubmitted tothe King's 
Mercy. The Szafords, who were 


; beheging Worceſter, hearing of this, 


ais d the Siege, left their Troops, 


and took Sanctuary in Colnhan- 


3 . 


= 


Chatch, near Abington. From whence; 
however, being taken, Humphrey, the 
eldeſt, was executed at Tyburn, and 
Thomas pardon'd, as being judg'4 
to be drawn in by his Brother. 

On Sept. 20, the Queen was de. 
liver'd of a Prince, who was named 
Arthur, m Memory of the famous 
Britiſh Monarch, from whom H-1 
would have it thought, that he wzs 
deſcended. 

The Yorki/ts who aſſiſted in raiſing 
Henry to the Throne, did it purely 
out of Hatred to the Perſon and Go- 
vernment of Richard, and with a 
View to unite the two Houſes by 
Henry's Marriage with the Prince!: 
Elizabeth. Upon this they expect- 
ed to be treated with the fame Fa- 
vour as the Lancaſtrtans; and thoſe 
who deſir'd the Good of the Nation, 
hop'd that henceforward all Diſtinc 
tion would ceaſe between the two 
Parties, But Henry was unhappily 
in another Way of Thinking. And 
therefore, he not only behaved with 
great Coldneſs to the Queen, and 
put off her Coronation as long as he 
could, his Ambition not enduring 
it to be thought, that ſhe had any 
Right to the Crown; but on all Oc 
caſions ſhew'd his great Averſion to 
the whole York Party, looking upon 
that Houſe to be his Rivals. Which 
Partiality bred a great deal of il 
Blood, and was the Source of molt 
of the Troubles, that afflicted hi 
Reign. 

A Rumour being rais'd, that the 
Duke of York, one of FEamvard's 
Sons, was yet alive, having by ſome 
Means or other eſcap'd his Uncle“ 
cruel Deſign, the Pcople readily 
gave into it, and ſhew'd their Dit 
poſition, by eagerly ſwallowing tk! 
falſe Report. And this gave Occa- 
ſion to Richard Simon, a Prielt at 
Oxford, to ſet up one Lambert & imndl, 
a Baker's Son, and Student under 
him, and impoſe him upon the 
World for the ſaid Duke. Or, “ 


may 
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may be, the Prieſt was underhand 


ſet to work by ſome of the Yorkifts, 


who hated Henry, tho' he only at 


firſt appear d to be concern'd. Sin 
nel was a very perfonable young 
Man, of a quick Wit and a for- 
ward Genius; ſo that the Prieſt was 
at no great Pains in inſtructing him 
to act his Part. However, a Re- 

rt being ſoon ſpread, that the 
Fear of Warwich was eſcap'd out 
of the Tower, which, tho' falſe, 
caus'd great Joy among the Pe- 

le; Simon now judg'd it beit to 

inſtruct his Pupil to perſonate that 
Earl. It was thought proper to 
have the firſt Scene laid in lreland, 
where the People in general were 
zealouſſ/ affected to the Houſe of 
York. The Prieſt had no ſooner 
carried him thither, but they were 
ſo tranſported with Joy at the 
Earl of Warwick's Arrival, as they 
thought, that the Deputy and Chan- 
cellor (who perhaps were in the 
Plot) thought they ſhould run no 
Riſk, in acknowledging him for 
their Sovereign. Accordingly, he 
was proclaim'd at Dub/i/», Kiug of 
England and Lord of Veland, by 
the Name of Edward VI. 

King Henry was very much dis. 
turb'd at this Proceeding, but the 
Meaſures he took on this Occaſion, 
made the Toi, dillike him the 
more, Whether he ſuſpected the 

neen his Mother in-Law, Widow 
of Edward IV. to have a Hand in 
the Plot, or no, he caus'd her to 
be conhn'd to Bermondſcy-Monaftery 
in Southwark, and ſeiz'd all her 
Eftate. He pretended he did this, 
becauſe ſhe had deliver'd her Daugh- 
ters into Richard's Hands. Ho- 
ever, ſhe remain'd there in Con- 
finement as long as ſhe liv'd. Ano- 
ther Step the King took, was 40 
ſhew the true Earl of //arwwick pub- 
lickly to the People. Accordingly, 
he was conducted thro' the Streets 
of London, and in ſolemnn Proceſſion 
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brought to St. Paul's, and then car- 
ried back again to the Tower, But 
the Iich gave out, that the Perſon 
the King ſhew'd for the Earl of 
Warwick, was an Impoſtor, and that 
he whom they had with them, was 
the true Earl. . 

The Plot having thus ſucceeded 
in Feland, thoſe who favour'd it in 
England were not idle. Among 
the reſt, the Earl of Lincoln, Siſter's 
Son to Edward IV. went over to 
Flanders, to concert Meaſures with 
the Ducheſs- Dowager of Burgundy, 
another of Zaward's Siſters, and a 
mortal Enemy to Henry, and the 
Houſe of Lancaſter. Perhaps, ſhe 
was herſelf at the Bottom of this 
Plot. However, ſhe readily agreed 
to furniſh the pretended King with 
2000 German Veterans; Who, in 
May, 1487, arriv'd in Vaud, under 
the Command of Martin Swart, 


with the Earl of Linco/n, and the 


Lord Love/. Preſently after which, 
they proceeded to the Coronation 
of their ſham Sovereign, which was 
perform'd at Dub/in, with great So- 
lemnity. 'Then, with their new 
King, and the German and 1rifo 
Forces, they came over into £xg- 
land, expecting the People to rife 
in their Favour; but they were diſ- 
appointed, the Exgliſe not liking 
to receive a King from the Y and 
Germans. Peſides, King Henry had 
taken care to be in a Condition. to 
give them a proper Reception. And 
to having drawn his Forces together, 
he fell upon them, on the 16th of 
June, at a Village call'd Stoke, near 
Newark upon 7 rent, and after a ſharp 


Engagement of three Hours, totally - 


routed them. "The Germans main- 
tain'd the Fight with great Obſti- 


nacy, till they were moſt of them 
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kill'd or wounded; and then che 


Iriſh ran away as fait as they could. 
The Earis of Lincs/z and Mida, 


and Martin Savart, were ſlain, and 
ſome ſay the Lord Zowel ; however, 
P 4 he 
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he was never ſeen afterwards. The 
new Vi King, now plain Lambert 
Himmel again, was taken Priſoner, 
with the Prieſt his Maſter. Henry 
gave Simnel his Life, employ'd him 
| about his Kitchen, and then 
made him one of his Falconers, in 
which Poſt he remain'd to his Death. 
'The Prieſt was impriſon'd, and ne- 
ver heard of again. And now Her 
Had a fine Opportunity to repleni 
his Coffers, a Thing he was ever 
immoderately fond o& by fining and 
confiſcating the Eftates of divers Per- 
ſons, on Pretence of their favourin 
the late Conſpiracy. To which End. 
immediately after the Battle, he 
made a Progreſs to Lincoln and York, 
which was more like an Itinerary 
Circuit of Juſtice, than a Viſit to 
his Counties. However, he thought 
it neceſſary, at laſt, to have the Queen 
crown'd, which Ceremony was ac- 
cordingly perform'd, on the 25th of 
November, almoſt two Years after 
the Marriage. 

This, and the ſive following Vears 
were remarkable for Henry's Con- 
duct, with Regard to the Affair of 
Bretagne. Charles VIII. King of 
France, taking Advantage of the 
Diſſenſions in 8 had on va- 
rious Pretences invaded that Duchy, 
with a Deſign to ſubdue it, and an- 
nex it to his Crown. The Duke of 
Bretagne ſent to the King of Erg- 
ana, to demand Succours againſt ſo 
powerful an Enemy, who had al- 
eady made great Progreſs, and 
taken ſeveral Towns ; but the King 
of France deſir'd Henry either to 
ail him, or ſtand neuter. It was 
wertainly the Intereſt of England to 
hinder Bretagne from being ſwal- 
low'd up by 3 And yet Henry, 
by an unaccountable Kind of Con- 
duct, inſtead of ſending immediate 
Aid to Bretagne, only offer'd his 
Mediation to both Parties; whilit 
Ebarles, endeavouring to amuſe him 

with Embaſſies and Negotiations, 
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went on with his Conqueſts. Kiny 
Henry did not care to engage in any 
foreign War, whilſt he did not think 
his Affairs well eſtabliſhed at home; 
and fo was willing to imagine, that 
Charles would never be able to carry 
his Point, with regard to Bretagn:: 
And his whole Study and Policy 
was to make the Affair turn to his 
own | wry Advantage; Covetoul- 
neſs being all along his predomi- 
nant Paſſion. And in this, he ſuc- 
ceeded according to his Wiſh. By 
repreſenting the Danger of the Ruin 
of Bretagne, and the Neceſſity of 
engaging in its Defence, which he 
never intended heartily to do, he 
obtain'd a very large Subſidy from 
his Parliament, which met on Neg. g, 
1487; which done, he kept the 
Money, and contented himſelf with 
only treating with the King of 
France about an Accommodation. 
And ſome Jime after, he concluded 
a Truce with Charles, to commence 
from "July 24, 1488, and to end 
on Jan. 17, 1490; and fo left him 
at full Liberty to purſue his Con- 
queſts. 

In the mean Time, there was an 
Inſurrection in the North of Erg- 
land, on account of levying the 
Subſidy, in which the Earl of N. 
umberland was murder'd. And the 
Malecontents being farther inflam'd 
by one John à Chamber, choſe Sit 
John Egremond for their Leader, 
and threaten'd to go and fight the 
King; in Defence of their Liberties. 
But the Earl of Surrey fell upon 
them, and diſpers'd them: 7% d 
Chamber was taken, and hang'd, 
with ſome of his Aſſociates, at 1%, 
And Egremond eſcap'd into Flaniy:, 
to the Ducheſs of Burgundy, Whole 
Palace was a ſure Aſylum for al! 
the King's Enemies. Ihe Earl of 
Surrey was hereupon made Pre!!- 
dent of the North, and Sir Richard 
Tunſtal, the King's principal Com- 
miſlioner for levying the Subſidv. of 
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Which he was reſolv d not to abate 


one Penny. 
The Duke 


of Bretagne, having 


been defeated in the Battle of St. 


Aubin, 


and having no Proſpect of 


any Aſſiſtance, was under a Neceſ- 
ſity of ſuing for Peace; Which 
Charles granted, only till it ſhould 
be his Intereſt to break it, leſt Henry 


ſhould 


at laſt open his Eyes, and 


ſend the Duke ſome powerful 


Succours next Campaign. 


Prince 


That 
dying ſoon after, and being 


ſucceeded by his eldeſt Daughter, 
© Anne, King Henry made as if he 
would vigorouſly affiſt her ; and, to 


that End, began 


to form Alliances, 


and enter d into a Treaty with Anne, 


to ſend her 6000 Men. 


But in 


reality he had no more Intention to 
engage heartily in the War, than 


before. 


His Deſign was only to 


frighten France, and get more Mo- 


REY. 


He ſent the Ducheſs thoſe 


Succours only for cight Months, 
and was to be repaid all his Ex- 


pences 


on that account with Intereſt. 


And believing that Charles now 
wanted a Peace, as dreading the 
Alliance of England with Bretagne, 
he went fo far as to demand of him 
the Arrears of the Penſion, which 
Lewis XI. had oblig'd himſelf to 
pay to Edward IV. and even talk'd 
of endeavouring to recover Guienne 
and Normandy, and the whole King- 
dom of France, which, he ſaid, of 


Right 


belonged to him. But, by 


bhus carrying Matters too far, which 


tended 
tinu'd 


he was in no Condition to under- 
take, Charles perceiv'd he only in- 


to frighten him, and ſo con- 
to purſue his Project, in re- 


lation to Bretagne, in which he at 
laſt ſucceeded. 

In 1491, Charles beſieg'd the 
Ducheſs Anne in Rennes, who ſent 
Ambaſſadors to Henry, to demand 
immediate Succours, 
Bretagne would infallibly be loſt. 
Henry pretending to be in a great 


otherwiſe, 
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Hurry to ſend her ſome effectual 
Aid, borrow'd Money of his Sub- 
jets under that Colour; but it ſoon 
appear'd, that he was much more 
intent upon levying the Money, 
than aſſiting the Ducheſs. Inthe 
mean Time, the Siege of Rennes 
going on but ſlowly, Charles thought 
of a ſpeedier Way than the Sword, 
to accompliſh his Deſigns upon Bre- 
tagne : And that was, to demand the 
young Ducheſs in Marriage, tho” 
ſhe had been married by Proxy to 
Maximilian, King of the Romans, 
and tho* Margaret, Siſter of the 
Archduke Philip, had been con- 
traced to Charles, Nevertheleſs, 
having found Means to gain the 
Ducheis's Conſent, the 
was concluded in December, 1491; 


the Conſequence of which was, the 


uniting of all Bretagne to the Crown 
of France. 

Henry feign'd to be greatly pro- 
vok'd at this Proceeding, and threat- 
ned high. He made Preparations 
for invading France, obtain'd a 
Benevolence from the Parliament, 
under that Pretence, actually paſs'd 
over to Calais with a great Army, 
and befieg'd Boulogne. 
done, after Charles (who being bent 
on the Conqueſt of Naples, deſir'd 
by all Means to avoid a Rupture 
with England) had ſent Ambaſſadors 


to propoſe a Peace, and Henry had 


actually conſented to treat about it. 
But then it was neceſlary to bring 
him of with Honour; and ſo the 


two Kings went Hand in Hank | 


in the Buſineſs: Henry's E 


xpedition 


was a Blind, and the Siege of Bau-. 
Whilſt he 
was before that. Place, the Articles 


logne only a Pretence. 


of the Peace, agreed on by the 
Commiſſioners on both Sides, were 
brought to him: But to ſave Ap- 
pearances, he deſir'd the Opinion of 
his Lords and General Officers, Who 


agreed, that he ought to accept of 


them, and gave their Reaſons” at 
large, 
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large, under their Hands. And ſo 
the Treaty was ſign'd at EHaples, 
Nov. 3, 14923 the King of France, 
who wanted a Peace, on account of 
his Project upon Naples, agreeing to 
pay him 620,000 Crowns of Gold 
(or 124,000 J.) for the Debt his 
Queen had contracted for the De- 
fence of Bretagne; and 125,000 
Crowns, (or 25,000 /.) for the Ar- 
rears of the —. above - menti- 
on'd. Thus by the Affair of Bre- 
tagne, which ended ſo unhappily 
for England, conſidering what the 
Parliament had given him, and this 
profitable Settling of Accounts, Henry 
got a great deal of Money, but very 
ittle Honour. 

In June, this Year (1492,) Prince 
Henry was born, who in Proceſs of 
Time ſucceeded the King his Fa- 
ther. 'The ſame Year is likewiſe 
remarkable for Chriſtopher Columbus's 
ſailing from Cadiz, with King Fer- 
Ainand's Licence, in order to diſcover 
the New-World, or America. 

A new Pretender to the Crown 
began now to diſturb Henry's Tran- 
quillity; who had been, for ſome 
Time, prepar'd and train'd up by 
the Ducheſs of Burgundy, to play 
the ſecond Simne/. This was Peter, 
Peterkin, or Perkin Warbeck, Son of 
a converted Few of Tournay, who 
had liv'd a conſiderable Time at 
Londen. As Perkin had ſpent his 
Childhood there, and afterwards 

enerally convers'd with the Eng- 
2 ſettled in the Loxov- Countries, he 
Was ſufficiently Maſter of the Eng- 
4 Tongue, and was, beſides, a 
Youth of a noble Mien and A\- 
ect, and of excellent Wit and 
Parts. Him, therefore, the Ducheſs 
Anftructed to — the Duke of 
Dort, (Son of Edward IV.) whom 
the had induftriouſly given out to 
be ſtill alive. And the young Im- 
poſtor ated his Part ſo well, that 
many belicv'd him to be the Perſon 


he pretended to be; and others join'd 
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in the Plot, from a Diſlike to King 
Henry, or the Love of Novelty. 
But, firſt, the Ducheſs did not think 
3 that he ſhould begin to 

e his Appearance in Flanders, 
for fear ſhe ſhould be ſuſpected. 
She therefore ſent him into Po, 
tugal; where, after he had continu'd 
privately about a Year, ſhe ſent Or- 
ders to him to repair into /re/ar/ 
And ſo landing at Cor, he immed:- 
ately gave out, that he was the 
Duke of York, and was readily re- 
ceiv'd as ſuch. After this, the King 
of France being told, that the Duke 
of York, was in Ireland, ſent for hin 
to his Court, before he had con- 
cluded the Peace with Henry. Where 
being arriv'd, he treated him as the 
Duke of York, lodg'd him in his 
Palace, and appointed him a Guard. 
But, when Charles began to be 
ſure of a Peace with the King of 
England, he ſent Perkin away, let 
Henry ſhould make the Delivering 
of him up one of the Articles of 
the Treaty. Immediately he re. 
pair'd into Flanders, to the Duchels's 
Court, making as if he had never 
ſeen her before; and ſhe feigned 
a great Surprize, that he ſhould 
have the Aflurance to call himſelt 
the Duke of Ter. However, they 
both acted their Parts ſo well, that 
upon his being examin'd before her 
Court, and giving very pertinent 
Anſwers, the pretended ſhe was 
thoroughly convinced, own'd him 
for her Nephew, order'd him # 
Guard of thirty Halberdiers, and 
gave him the Title of the Vit. 
Roſe, the Device of the Houſe 0! 
Fork. 

The News of this preſently flew 
into England, the Beginning of the 
Year 1493, and occaſion'd a gre:t 
Stir among the People. Many great 
Men favour'd the Plot, who were 
either Friends to the Houſe of 774, 
or diſguſted with King Henry; Par- 
ticularly, Sir William Stanley, Lord- 

Chamberaw, 
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Chamberlain, to whom the King in 
reat Meaſure ow'd his Victory at 
Boſworth, the Lord Fitz-Walter, 
Sir Robert Cli ford, Sir Simon Mont- 
fort, Sir 7 homas Thi aites, and Wil- 
liam Barley. Cli ford and _ 
were ſent into Flanders, to conce 
Meaſures with the Ducheſs of Bur- 
gundy ; who ſending back Word, 
that the Duke of York was really 
alive, put freſh Vigour into the Con- 
ſpirators. The King, in order to 
fifle theſe Rumours, firſt examined 
{Witneſſes concerning the Duke of 
York's Death; but their Depoſitions 
were not much regarded: And then, 
by Means of good Spies, having 
learnt the whole Story of Perkin's 
Birth, Life and Actions, he caus'd it 
to be publiſh'd to the World. And 
to take Care of Veland, where the 
pretended Duke of Nor had many 
Friends, he ſent Sir Edward Poyn- 
ings thither, as his Deputy, in 1494 ; 
who holding a Parliament, a famous 
Act was paſs'd, call'd Poynings's 
Law, whereby all the Statutes of 
England, relating to the Publick, 
were to be of Force in Yelaud. 

King Herry, having by his good 
Policy won over Clifford, had per- 
fect Information from him, of Per- 
kins's Friends in England: Some of 
whom were apprehended and put 
to Death; particularly, the Lord 
Fitæ- Malter, and Sir Simon Montfort. 
And not long after, the Lord-Cham- 
berlain Stanley, Brother to the Earl 
of Derby, the King's Father - in- 
Law, was beheaded upon Clifford's 
Information ; whereby his immenſe 
Riches fell into the King's Hands. 
This occaſion'd Swarms of Libels 
againſt the Judges, the Council, and 
even the King; and five Perſons, 
convicted of diſperſing them, were 
executed. 

Notwithſtanding theſe diſcourag- 
ing Circumſtances, the Ducheſs of 
Burgundy was reſolv'd that Perkin 
ſhould do ſomething, after all the 
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Pains ſhe had been at in trainin 
him up. And fo, in 1495, ſhe or- 
der'd ſome Forces to be drawn to- 
gether, with which he embark'd, 
and, according to her Directions, ar- 
riv'd on the Coaſt of Ker, and 
landed ſome of his Men, to ſee how 
the People ſtood affected. The 
Kentiſhmem preſently took up Arms, 
as if it were to aſſiſt Perkin, and 
then falling upon thoſe who were 
landed, cut them in Pieces, except 
about 150, who being taken Pri- 
ſoners, were all hang'd by Order of 
the King. Perkiz ſeeing by this, 
what ſort of Encouragement he was 
to expect, faild back to Flanders. 
In October, the King call'd a 
Parliament, which enacted, That 
no Perſon ſhould be impeach'd or 
attainted for a/i/ling the King for 
the Time being; or if they were, it 
ſhould be of no Force. But of what 
Uſe this Act could be, in Caſe of a 
Revolution, is hard to imagine. 
Perkin ſtaid not long in Flanders, 
but landed ſoon after in ſreland. 
And finding Things not fo favoura- 
ble ſince Poynings's Arrival, he re 
tir'd into Scotland, to the Court of. 
James IV. who gave him an ho- 
nourable Reception, own'd him pub- 
lickly for Duke of Jord, and gave 
him to Wife, Catharine Gordon, 
Daughter of the Earl of Huntley, his 
Relation. And, moreover, he twice 
invaded England, jointly with him, 
and publiſh'd a Proclamation, where- 
in Henry was call'd Uferper, Tyrant, 
and Murderer. But the Engliſh Army 
advancing to give him Battle, and 
the People not riſing, as was ex- 
pected, after ravaging Northumber- 
land, he return'd into Scotland with. 
his Booty. | 
In March, 1496, the King grant- 
ed a Patent to John Cabott, a Jeue- 
tian, and three of his Sons, Lewrs, 
Sebaſtian and Sancho, to go on 
the Diſcovery of new Lands in 
America. Jasper Tudzr, Duke of 
Bedford, 
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Redford, the King's Uncle, died to- 
wards = 10 of this Saby 
The King having got a | 
from his 1 1497, to 
enable him to revenge the late In- 
ſults of the Scots, it was levy'd, as 
uſual, with great Rigour. This oc- 
caſion'd an Inſurrection in Cornwal, 
which was principally ſtirr'd up by 
one Michael Joſeph, a Farrier, and 
Thomas Flammock, a Lawyer, who 
led the Malecontents into Dewor- 
Hire, and from thence into Somerſet- 
ire, their Numbers increaſing as 
they march'd along. At Wells, they 
were join'd by the Lord Audley, 
whom'they choſe for their General, 
advanc'd into Kent, and encamp'd 
on Black-Heath. But the King 
marching out againſt them, and di- 
viding his Army into three Bodies, 
emitey defcated them, killing 2000 
on the Spot. Audlry, Flammock, and 
the Farrier, were taken and exe- 
cuted ; and the reſt were pardoned, 

By good Luck, the Sublidy grant- 
ed to Henry for the Scotch War, 
was almoſt ſo much Money in his 
Pocket. For a Peace was ſoon con- 
<laded between the two Monarchs, 
by Means of Don Pedro d Ayala, 
the Spani//- Ambaſſador. King James 
would not deliver up Perkin War. 
beck, but honourably diſmiſs'd him 
and his Wife, and by their own De- 
Fire ſent them into Hre/and, before 
the Concluſion of the Treaty. 
= "Charles VIII. King of France, 
died in April, 1498, after he had 
conguer'd Nap/:s, and loſt it again; 
and was ſucceeded by the Duke of 
Orleans, by the Name of Lewis XII. 

The Corni//> Rebels, making an 
M Uſe of the King's Lenity, began 
"again to beſtir themſelves, and tent 
for Perkin Warbeck from 1reland, 
telling him, if he would come and 
head them, they hop'd with the 
Aſliſtance of other honeſt Exglich- 
men, to place him on the Throne. 
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Perkin, now deſtitute of other Friends, 


readily embrac'd the Offer, and land 
ing in Cortal, with a few Men, 
ſoon found himſelf at the Head of 
3000. He publiſh'd a Proclamation, 
aſſumiug the Title of King, by the 
Name of Richard IV. and march'd 
to beſiege Exeter. But the Citizens 
remaining firm in their Loyalty, and 
the Lords and Gentlemen of Oewon- 
Sire having drawn ſome Forces to- 
gether for its Relief, Perkin fail'd 
in his Attempt: And hearing the 
King was advancing with his Army, 
he march'd to Taunton, and made 
as if he deſign'd to fight; but with- 
drew in the Night, and took Sanc- 
tuary in the Monaſtery of Be=u/:y, 
in New- Foreſt, where finding him- 
ſelf ſtrictly guarded, he furren- 
der'd, upon the King's promiſing to 
ſpare his Life. His Army, which 
was increas'd to 6000, had betorc 
ſubmitted to the King's Mercy, who 
N them all, except a fe 
ing-Leaders, whom he ordcr'd to 
be hang'd for an Example. He»; 
had alſo ſent a Detachment to 8. 
MichaePs Mount, to fetch Pri: 
Wife. She was a beautiful and vir- 
tuous Lady, and lov'd her Huſband, 
tho* ſhe deſerv'd a better, and to 
gain'd upon the King by her modo 
Bchaviour, that he had her con- 
ducted to the Queen, and allowed 
her an honourable Maintenance. 
The King alſo, before he had got 
Perkin out of the Sanctuary, made 
his Entry into Exeter, thank'd the 
Citizens for the Zeal they had ſhewn 
for his Service, and taking off hi 
Sword, gave it to the Mayor, or: 
dering, that it ſhould be always car 
ried before him. 
As to Perkin, he was brought up 
to Court, where every one might 
ſee and talk with him; and the 


King had the Curioſity to ice hm 


alſo, without being ſeen by him. 
Then he was made to ride twice 
thro' London, expos' d to the Scott 


and Deriſion of the People. At! 
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this, he was privately examined, as to 
his Life and Actions, and his Confeſ- 
fion publiſh d to the World. He was 
in Appearance at Liberty, yet was 
ordered to be narrowly watch'd: 
Notwithſtanding which, he found 
Means to get away, and went to the 
S2a-Side, in Hopes of finding a Veſ- 
ſel tocarry him out of the Kingdom. 
But hearing that Orders were out 
to apprehend him, he turn'd back, 
and took Sanctuary in the Priory 
of Shene. The King granted him 


his Life, upon the Prior's Inter- 


ceſſion, who would not otherwiſe 
deliver him up; but order' d him to 
be ſet in the Stocks, for two whole 
Days together, firſt in the Palace- 
Yard at Weſtminſter, and then at 
Cheapfide-Croſs ; from whence he 
was carried to the Tower. He had 
not been long there, but he plotted 
to make his Eſcape, together with 
the unfortunate Earl of Warwick, 
who was now but twenty-four 
Years old, and had been a Priſoner 
there, ever ſince the Beginning of 
this Reign, for no other Cauſe, but 
Henry's Jealouſy. The King was 
not diſpleas'd, that the Earl was in 
the Plot, but rather glad of this 
Pretence to take him off, as he was 
the only Male left of the Houſe of 
York, And 'twas generally thought, 
that Henry himſelf had laid Mat- 
ters ſo, as to draw the poor Earl 
into the Snare. However, being 
reſolv'd now to get rid of them 
both, Perkin Warbeck was hang'd, 
and the Earl of Warwick beheaded 
on Toxer- Hill, in November, 1499. 
The Death of this unhappy Prince, 
brought a great Odium upon the 
King; but his Excuſe was, that 
Ferdinand of Arragon had declar'd, 
e would never conſent to marry 


mis Daughter Catharine to Prince 
Arthur, whilſt the Earl of War- 


Wick was alive. A poor Excuſe 
indeed, for ſuch a Crime 
The Palace of Shene, in Surrey, 
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alex, and 


was burnt to the Ground, and all 
the rich Furniture conſum'd, the 
latter End of the 
Henry caus'd it to be rebuilt, and 
gave it the Name of Richmond, 
where ſtands the Village ſo called. 

In 1500, the Plague rag'd terri- 
bly in 
don, where zo, ooo died of it: And 
King Henry went over to Calais 
with his Family, to ſtay there till 
the Fury of it ſhould be abated. 

In 1501, Catharine of Spain, 
Daughter of Ferdinand and 1/abella, 
arriv'd in England: And her Mar- 
riage with Arthur, Prince of Wales, 
was ſolemniz'd ſoon after. We ſhall 
hear much of this Lady in the fol- 
lowing Reign. The Prince died a- 
bout five Months after bis Marriage, 

/ 2, 1502, in the ſeventeenth 
ear of his Age; and ſome Time 
after, the King created Henry, his 
ſecond Son, Prince of Wales, who, 
upon his Father's Death, ſucceeded 
to the Crown. 

In December, the ſame Year, the 
King granted a Patent to James 
Elliot, and Thomas Aßbunſt, Mer- 
chants of 1 ; and to John Gon- 

rancis Fernandez, two 
Portugueſe, to go upon the Diſcovery 
of unknown Countries; as he had 
before done the ſame by the Ca- 
botts. 

Elizabeth, Henry's Queens Daugh- 
ter of Edward IV. died in February, 
1593 , not much regretted by the 


ing, who, in the Affair of the 


Right to the Crown, always look'd 
upon her as his Rival, eſpecially as 
the People were generally better af- 
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preceding Year. 


ngland, particularly at Lon- 
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fected to the Title of the Houſe of 3 


York, than that of the Houſe of 
Lancaſter, or rather Tudoy. 
At this Time the King grievouſly 


oppreſs d his Subjects, and continu'd 


to do ſo to the End of his Reign, 
by Means of two infamous Mini- 
ſters, Emp/om and Dudley, two Law- 
yers, the former of whom 2 

dle ve- 
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nothing to humour the King, and fill 
his Coffers, were guilty of ſuch vio- 


lent Extortions and arbitrary Mea- 


ſures to ſqueeze Money out of the 
People, as were never known be- 
fore, and ſpread an univerſal Terror 
over the Nation, 

The Avarice of Henry put him 
upon projecting the Marriage of 
Catharine, his Sn Arthur's Widow, 
with his other Son, Henry, rather 
than he would part with that Prin- 
ceſs's Dowery, which was 200,000 
Crowns of Gold. Ferdinand agreed 
to it, a Diſpenſation was obtain'd 
from the Pope, even, tho” the for- 
mer Marriage ſhould be ſuppos'd to 
be conſummated ; and ſo, Prince 
Henry eſpouſed his Brother's Wi- 
dow. But the Marriage was not 
conſummated, till he came to the 
Crown. 

The King's eldeſt — — Mar- 
garet, was, about the ſame Time, 
married to James IV. King of Scor- 
land: From her deſcended our King 
James I. 

The Earl of Sz/0/4, Brother to 
the late Earl of Lincoln, and Nephew 
of Ede, IV. obſerving the Diſ- 
content of the People, on. account 
of Empſom and Dudley, had form'd a 
Confpiracy againſt Henry, and retir'd 
into Flanders to forward the Deſign. 
He ſoon found, that the King, by Ris 
Spies, had diſcover d his Plot; and 
ſo, after roving up and doun in 
Germany, he return'd toe Flanders, 


where the Archduke Philip took 


him under his Protection. DP 
afterwards, in 1506, as he was fail- 
ing to Spain, with Joan his Wife, 
Who was become Queen of Caftile, 


by the Death of Queen {/abe//a her 


Mother was drove upon the Coaſt 


of Aland; and landing at y- 


monte, to refreſh themſelves, they 
found, that they muſt not depart, 
without ſeeing the King. Henry 
kept them at his Court above three 
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Sieve-Maker's Son; who ticking at 


Months, under Colour of doing them 
Honour, till he had got every Thing 
of Philip which he wanted, and a- 
mong the reſt, the Earl of Sufo/k 
to be deliver'd up ; which, however, 
Philip would not conſent to, till the 
King had promis'd upon his Ho- 
nour, not to touch his Life. Upon 
this the Earl came over, but was 
preſently ſent to the Towver, 

Philip died ſoon after, and in 
1507, a Treaty of Marriage was 
concluded between his young Son 
Charles, now become Archduke of 
Auſtria, and the Princeſs Mary, Hen 
's other Daughter. But this Match 
came to nothing, as we ſhall fee in 
her Brother's Reign. 

King Henry, not long after, fell 
into a Conſumption, which made 
him think he had not long to live: 
And yet he continued to amaſs 
Riches, and Empſom and Dudley 
went on with their Exactions; till 
finding he drew near his End, he 

ted a general Pardon, and or- 
er'd in his Will, that his Sucreſſor 
ſhould make Reſtitution of what 
ever his Miniſters had unjuſtly e 
torted from his Subjects. But this 
had no Effect. As he could not 
find in his Heart to do it in his 
Life-Time, his Son did not think 
fit to * with any of the Money, 
that fell into his Hands, by his 
Death; which happen'd at Richmond, 
on the 22d of April, 18909 in the 
fifty ſecond Year of his Age, and 
twenty -fourtk of his Reign. 
Henry VII. Was fear'd by his 
Subjects, but not belev d. And it 
is no Wonder, ſince all his Views 
center d in himſelf, and he minded 
nothing, but how to keep the Crown, 
and to heap up Money. With re- 
gard to the former, he was always 
lucceſsful, by his good Fortune or 
Policy, ever getting the better of 
his Enemies; on Which Account, 
he was held in great Repute by fo. 
reign Princes. And as to the latter, 
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he had a wonderful Sagacity in 
making every Thing turn to his 
own private Advantage. 'This might 
have been borne with, if his infati- 
able Avarice had not put him upon 
oppreſſing his People, in order to 

t immenſe Sums from them, not 
to ſpend, but to hoard up in his 
Coſfers. Ambition, Glory, Love, 
Pleaſures, all gave Place to this go- 
verning Paſſion, the Love of Mo- 
ney. And how ſucceſsfully he in- 
dulg'd it, will appear, if what is 
ſaid of him be true, that he hoarded 
up 1,800,000/, Sterling; an im- 
menſe Sum in thoſe Days! His Love 
of Peace was not owing to his Want 
of Courage, but the Fear of empty- 
ing his Coffers. He had great Abili- 
ties, but then they had only himſelf 
for their Object; and towards the 
End of his Reign, he affected to 

overn with almoſt an abſolute Sway. 
endes this, his dark, reſerv'd and 
ſuſpicious 'Temper, was no proper 
Quality to gain the Love of his 
Subjects. He was, indeed, call'd the 
Solomon of England; but on what ac- 
count is hard to ſay, unleſs it be for 
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| 
the grievous Yoke he impos'd on 
his People. As to the reſt, he was {| 
chaſte and ne an Enemy to 
open and ſcandalous Immoralities, 
and an Obſerver of Juſtice, where 
his Intereſt was not concern'd. He 
was buried in the Chapel which he 
himſelf had erected, adjoining te 
We/tminſter- Abbey, which is exceed- 
ed by nothing of the Kind in Za- 
rope. He alſo founded a Chapel at 
Windſor, and ſeveral Convents of 
Dominicans, and Franciſcans. He 
had four Sons and four Daughters : 
Two of each have been already 
mentioned, and the reſt died in their 
Infancy. 

In the fifth Year of Henry's 
Reign, it was ordain'd, That the 
Mayors of London ſhould have Con- 
ſervation of the River Thames, 
from $Staines-Bridge, to the Waters 
of Yeuſdale and Medrwvay. In his 4 
thirteenth Year, Vaſco de Gama, a e 
Portugueſe, diſcover d the Paſſage to 4 
the Eaft-Indies, round the Cape of nn 
Good Hope. St. Paul's-School was "ot 
founded in this Reign, by Dr. Jobs 
Collet, Dean of St. Paul's. 
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dENRY VIII. was a- 
* bout nineteen Years 


ed his Father Hen- 


April, 1509, and in 
his Perſon united the two Houſes of 
Lancaſter and York. He had a 
learned Education, had made a con- 
liderable Progreſs in the Sciences, 
and was well vers'd in the Philoſo- 

hy and Divinity of thoſe Times. 

ho” this, as is often the Caſe, gave 
him 2 good Opinion of his own 
knowledge and Parts, which made 
bim think himſelf an able Politician, 
whilſt he was yet unexperienc'd in 
State-Affairs, whereby he was often 
hable to be impos'd upon; yet he 
was 2 young Prince endow*d with 
many good Qualities, of a frank 
and open Diſpoſition, an Enemy to 
all Fraud and Diſſimulation, and, 
the very reverſe of his Father, libe- 
ral even to Exceſs. He was brave 
Without Oftentation, and inur'd to 
- thoſe bodily Exerciſes, which in 
tale Days gave Luſtre to Princes, 
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old, when he ſucceed- 
Y VII. on the 22d of 


Purpoſe they were ſummon'd before 


and diſcover'd as well as improved 
. ir and Vigour. 

The King's firſt Concern was 0 
do a very popular Act, which was 
to make an Example of the two hated 
Miniſters, Emp/om and Dudley, who 
had been the Inſtruments of the late 
King's unbounded Avarize. For this 


9 G ' 


the Council, and, after Examination, 
committed to the Tower. It was a 
difficult Matter to know how to 
proceed againſt them, ſince what 
they had done was within the Let- 
ter of the Law, which they had 
ſtretch'd to the utmoſt Rigour. It 
was therefore-xefoly*'d to have then 
accuſed of conſpiring againſt the 
King and State; of which the) 
were found guilty, and ſentenc d 
to die. But as this was ſtraining 
a Point, to get them condemn'd, 
the King ſuſpended their Execution, 
till the Meeting of the Parliament, 
when an Act of Attainder Was 
aſs'd againſt them, and they Weiz 
oon after beheaded on Tower: Hill, 
to the Satisfaction of all the 1 
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In the mean Time, the Buſineſs 
of the King's Marriage with Cat ha- 
rine of Arragon, Relict of his Bro- 
ther Arthur, to whom he had been 
affianced, was debated in Council. 
Some were againſt the King's con- 
ſummating the Marriage, as con- 
trary to the Law of God, particu- 
larly Warham, Archbiſhop of Can- 
pow But others were of ano- 
ther Opinion; and their Reaſons 

ling, the Marriage was folem- 
nized the Beginning of June, and 
the Coronation of both King and 
een, on the 24th of the ſame 
onth. A few Days after, Mar- 


garet, Counteſs of Richmond and 


Derby, Mother of Henry VII. de- 

d this Life. 

About this Time, Fox, Biſhop 
of Winchefter, introduc'd to Court, 
Thomas Wolſey, a Clergyman, as a 
fit Perſon to ſerve the King. He 
was a Butcher's Son at /p/avich, 
was educated at Oxford, and had 
been Chaplain to the late King, 
who made him Dean of Lincoln. 
The King, firſt, gave him the Office 
of Almoner. And how he after- 
wards roſe to be Prime Miniſter, 
and to a greater Degree of Power, 
than ever any Subject had before, 
will be ſeen in its proper Place. 

The Parliament met in January, 
1510, whoſe chief Buſineſs, beſides 
the Attainder of Emp/orm, and Dudley, 
was to ſoften ſome Statutes, and ex- 
plain them ſo as to prevent, for the 
future, any ſuch Abuſes, as thoſe 
Miniſters had been guilty of. 

Tho' Henry had juſt concluded a 
new Treaty of Alliance with Le- 
wwis XII. King of France, yet Pope 
Julius IT. and Ferdinand the Catho- 
lick, King of Arragon, the Queen's 
Father, to ſerve the Views of their 
own private Ambition, were making 
uſe of all their Arts to engage him 
to take Part in the Italian War, and 
Join with them and the Yenetians in 


their League againſt Lewis. The Bait 
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they made uſe of to allure Henry» 
was the Recovery of Guienne, for- 
merly taken from the Fxgliſb, which 
they promis'd to aſſiſt him in. Put 
their Deſign was only to have him 
for their Tool, by cauſing him to 
make a Diverſion in France, whillt 
they ſhould drive the French out of 
Tracy, and accompliſh their own ſe- 
pus Views. However the King 
eing young, and not much vers'd 
in Politicks, and having a great Ar- 
dour for Glory, was eaſily drawn 
in; but was no more than the Dupe 
of the Pope and Ferdinand from firſt 
to laſt. 
minded little elſe than his Pleaſures 
and Diverſions, which Holy was 
very ſubſervient to him in, and which 
were ſo extravagant, that he ſoon 
ſquander'd away the 1,800,000 4. 
which his Father had with ſo much 
Anxiety hoarded up. 
Ferdinand's particular View way 
to become Maſter of the Kingdom 
of Nawarre, and to make uſe of his 
Son-in-Law the King of England 


to bring it about; for which the 


Conqueſt of Guienne for the Engli/h 
was only a Blind. This, and this 
only, could induce Henry and his 
Council to concern themſelves in 
the Pope's and Ferdinand's Quarrel 
with France: Tho' it was, after all 


oppoſed by ſome of the Council, 


and one of them expreſs'd himſelf 
to this Purpoſe: Let us therefore, 


ſays he, leave off our Attempts againſt 


the Terra firma. The natural Situ- 
ation of Hands ſeems nat to fort with 
Congqueſts of that Kind. England 
alone is a juſt Empire: Or, when 
doe would enlarge our ſelves, let it 


be that W, ay We can, and to which, 


it ſeems, the Eternal Providence has 
deflined us; and that is by Sea. 

By the Treaty, which was con- 
cluded in 1511, Henry was to ſend 
over 6000 Foot for the Attempt 
upon Guienne; and Ferdinand, for 


the ſame Purpcſe, oblig'd himſelf 
* 4s to 


In the mean Time, he 
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to furniſh oo Men at Arms, 1500 
Light Horſe, and 4000 Foot. Ac- 
cordingly, in the Spring of the fol- 
lowing Year, the Exglißß Forces 
were tranſported under the Com- 
mand of the Marqueſs of Dorſet, 
in order to join thoſe of Spain. 
But when they came over, they 
found, Ferdinand contrived by every 
Artifice to put off the Attack of 
Guienne, till he had firſt made him- 
ſelf Maſter of Nawarre; which he 
ſoon effected, whilſt the Exgliſb 
Troops ſerv'd to favour his agen 
tho* being exaſperated at his unfair 
Dealing they did not ſtir from their 
Camp. And afterwards he offer'd 
to join the Exgliſb and march into 
Guienne, when be knew, that the 
French had ſo poſted themſelves as 
to render the Attempt impractica- 
ble. Thus Henry help'd to promote 
the Pope's and Ferdinand's Projects; 
the former, by keeping Lewis at 
home, and hindering him from main- 
taining his Conqueſts in /taly ;. and 
the latter, by giving Ferdinand an 
Opportunity of conquering Navarre; 
whalt they both had no Manner of 
Concern about his Intereſts in France, 
which was the Decoy by which 
they drew him in to countenance 
their. ambitious Views, 

> Tho" Henry faw plainly enough 
how. he had been impos'd upon, 
yet he ſuffer'd himſelf to be drawn 
into a ſecond League againſt France, 


by the Pope, the Emperor Maxi- 


ban and King Ferdinand, who all 
bad their ſeparate Views, and made 
uſe of Herry as their Inſtrument to 
bring them about. Pope Leo X. who 
ſucceeded Julius II. and purſu'd the 
ame Scheme with his Predeceſſor, 
was only concern'd to keep the 
French out of Tay. The Em- 
peror's View was to hinder Lewis 
= aſſiſting the Yenetians againſt 
him. And Ferdinands ſole Aim 
was to prevent his diſturbing him 
in his new Acquiſition of Navarre. 
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To anſwer all theſe Purpoſes, by 
raiſing Troubles in France, none ſo 
proper as the King of England, 
whoſe youthful Heat gave him an 
eager Thirſt for Glory and Con- 
ueſt. Add to this, that their De- 
fon was to draw Money from H-»- 
under Colour of ſupporting the 
Lions which they knew he was 
able, and would be willing enough 
to beſtow. By the Treaty between 
them, the Emperor in particular 
was to receive from the King of 
England 100,000 Crowns of Gold 
to defray the Charges of the War, 
which he never intended to engage 
in. The Pretence was, that Le::; 
ſhould be attack' d from three ſeve- 
ral Quarters at once, by the Pope, 
Maximilian and Ferdinand, whit 
Henry attack' d him on another Side, 
and invaded him in Gienne, Nor- 
andy, or Picardy. But this the 
os former never intended; and 
when, by this Pretence of aſſiſting 
Henry in his Conqueſts, they had 
drawn him in, and he had made 
ſuch Preparations that he could not 
go back, and ſo their own Ends 
were ſerv'd in cutting out Work 
for Lewis in his own Dominions, 
they left the King of England to 
carry on the War by himſelf, which 
he was forward enough to do, to 


let the World ſee he could do with- 


out them. 

The War between England and 
France began at Sea. The Engii/ 
Fleet under Sir Edward Howard 
attack d ſix Galleys, that were 
going to join the French Fleet at 
Breſt. But Sir Edward being lain, 
and the French Fleet by a ſtrong 
Reinforcement being become ſupe- 
rior to the Engliſh, the latter re- 
turn'd home; and the French em- 
bolden'd by their Retreat, made à 
Deſcent on Su/ex, and return d not 
without ſome Booty. 

But Henry's Affairs went much 


better by Land, where, if we regard 
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the Succeſs only, he made a glori- 
ous Campaign. Having ſent the 
beſt Part of 2 Troops over to Ca- 
lait before him, he arriv'd there 
himſelf on the zoth of June, 1513. 
On the 2d of Augu/? he came to 
Terouenne, Which his Army had be- 
fore laid Siege to. Here the Em- 
peror came to the Camp and ſery'd 
under him, receiving 100 Crowns 
a Day for his Pay, deſi ng by 
this Shew of Honour he did King 
Henry, to make ſome Amends for 
his Breach of Faith. The Duke 
of Longueville 8 the 
French Army to relieve Teroucnne, 
Henry went out to meet him, and 
had no ſooner begun to engage on 
Aug. 18, but the French falling into 
Confuſion fled with the utmoſt Pre- 
cipitation. Only the principal Of- 
ficers diſdaining to follow ſo ſhame- 
ful an Example, were taken Pris 
ſoners, and among the reſt Longue- 
ville himſelf. This Rout was mer- 
rily call'd by ſome The Battle of 
Spurs, becauſe the French uſed their 
Spurs more than their Swords. The 
Conſequence of this Defeat was the 
Surrender of Terouenne four Days 
after, and King Henry with the Em- 
peror enter'd the Town on the 
24th. The Emperor left the Army 
ſoon after, and on Sept. 15, Henry 
laid Siege to Tournay, which ſur- 
render d in about a Week. Le- 
rouenne was demoliſhed, but it was 
reloly'd to keep Tournay; which 
was thought to be owing to Yo/ſcy's 
Advice, who had his Eye upon that 
rich Biſhoprick, and actually pro- 
cur'd it for himſelf, under Colour 
that its Biſhop refus'd to ſwear Feal- 
ty to King Henry. 

Wilſey attended the King in this 
Expedition: For he had by this 
Time ſo infinuated himſelf into the 
King's Favour, that he would do 
nothing without him. Soon after 
his Introduction to Court by Biſhop 
Fox; he was made a Privy-Counſel- 
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whole Study and employ'd all his 
Arts to get an Aſcendant over the 
young King. This he effected by 
Joining to the utmoſt Diligence and 
Application in all the Affairs com- 
mitted to his Care, an unlimited 
Compliance with all the King's 
Humours and Paſſions, and by ac- 
commodating himſelf to the Taſte 
of the young Courtiers, who were 
in great Favour with the King, as 
their light airy Temper was more 
pleaſing to his youthful Years, than 
the Gravity of his old ſage Mini- 
ſters. Wolſey would laugh, rally, 
ling and dance, and do many other 
Things not very ſuitable to his Cha- 
racter as a Clergyman and *tis even 
ſaid he would be ſubſervient to the 
King's ſecret Pleaſures. Theſe ſer- 
vile Compliances, and at the ſame 
Time his extraordinary Talents for 
Buſineſs, ſo wrought upon the King, 
that he made him his Prime Mini- 
iter, and gave himſelf up abſolutely 


to his Direction; whilſt Wolſey had 


the Addreſs to make him believe 
he was purſuing his own Meaſures, 
when they were purely the Effect 
of his Suggeſtions, and that he was 
conſulting his Maſter's Glory and 
Intereſt, when he was only aim- 
ing at his own. In ſhort, by theſe 
Means he became the moſt wealthy 
and powerful Subject that ever was, 
inſomuch that he was not only 
courted and flatter d at home, but 
even by foreign Princes, as they 
knew what a Sway he had over 
the King. The abſolute Power of 
this Miiſter laſted many Years, 
during which Time, he manag'd 
all the King's Aﬀairs both foreign 
and domeſtick, and did not fail on 
all Occaſions to diſcover his in- 
tolerable Haughtineſs, Ambition, 
Revenge, and Ingratitude to his, 
Friends. He ſoon got his old Pa- 
tron the Biſhop of Winchefter re- 


mov'd from Court, as alſo the other, 
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ove Counſellors, who diflik'd his 
nduct; and ſuffer'd none to re- 


main but his own Creatures, who 


were ſure to be his humble Slaves. 
The King return'd to England 
the latter End of October. In the 
mean Time his Army under the 
Earl of Surrey had been no leſs ſuc- 
ceſsful againſt the Scots, than that 
A by himſelf in Perſon, 
was againſt the French. It was 
uſual with the Scots, whenever the 
Engliſh invaded France, to make a 
Diverſion in England in favour of 
their old and conſtant Allies the 
French. It was both their Intereſt 
to do ſo, and the French never 
wanted Penſioners in the Scotch 
Council to ſet the Matter forward. 
Accordingly, whilit Henry VIII. 
was in France, James IV. of Scot- 
land broke thro' all his Alliances 
with him, and invaded Northumber- 
land with an Army of 60,000 Men, 
taking Norham-Caftle and ſeveral 
other Places. Henry ſuſpecting ſome 
ſuch Thing would happen in his 
Abſence, had made Preparations a- 
gainſt it before his Departure. Ac- 
cordingly, the Earl of Surrey with 
26,000 Men engag'd the Scots Ar- 


my at Floaddon, on the gth of Sep- 


tember, and after a moſt obſtinate 
and bloody Battle, in which ſeveral 
Thouſands were kill'd on both Sides, 
obtain'd a compleat Victory. The 
Scotch King was never ſcen again 
after the Battle, ſo that doubtleſs 
he fell in it. A Body was found 
which the Exgliſb ſuppos'd to be his, 
but that was uncertain. Among 
the Slain were alſo one Scorch Arch- 
biſhop, two Biſhops, four Abbots, 
twelve Earls, and ſeventeen Barons; 
Whereas the Eng/i loſt not one 
Perſon of Note. After the Death 
of James IV. Margaret his Queen, 
Siſter of Henry, married Archibald 
 Deweglas, Earl of Angus. She had 
been declar'd Regent during the 
Minority of her Son James V. then 
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ſcarce two Years old ; but loft ker 
Regency upon this Marriage, which 

v'd the Source of much Trouble 
and Confuſion in Scotland. 

In the Beginning of the Year 
1514, the King made ſeveral Pro- 
motions. John Howard Earl of 
Surrey, who defeated the Scots at 
the Battle of Flodabn- Field, wag 
created Duke of Norfo/k, He was 
Son to the Duke of Norfo/4, who 
loſt his Life in King Richard's 
Cauſe at the Battle of Boſworth, 
Charles Somerſet, natural Son of 
Henry Beaufort Duke of Some ict, 
was made Earl of Worceſter ; and 
Charles Brandon, Duke of Su. 
As to Edmund de la Pole, Earl of 
Suffolk, whom Henry VII. had 
committed to the Tower, Her- 
ry VIII. had caus'd him to be 
beheaded before he went into 
France, notwithſtanding his Fa- 
ther's poſitive Promiſe to Philip 
King of Caſtile to ſpare his Life. 

Ihe ſame Year Thomas Wolſ;y, 
the Prime Miniſter, was made Biſhop 
of Lincoln, and Adminiſtrator of the 
See of Tournay, And a little af- 
ter he was promoted to the Arch- 
biſhoprick of York, upon the Death 
of Cardinal Bambriage. 

The War with France laſted but 
one ſingle Campaign. Lewis XII. 
treated privately with Henry about 
a Peace, by Means of the Duke of 
Longueville, who was taken Pri- 
ſoner in the Battle of Spurs; and 
in order to facilitate the Buſineſs 
demanded in Marriage the Princeſs 
Mary, the King's Siſter, who had 
been contracted to Charles of Au- 
firia. Henry was not averie to 4 
Peace upon reaſonable Terms; and 
ſeeing plainly, that the Pope, the 
Emperor and King of Spain, had 
only made a Tool of him, and 
drawn him into the War purely 
to ſerve their own Ends, under the 


ſpecious Pretence of the Glory of 


God, and the Good of the Church 


all 
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it upon him, co to their ex- 

reſs Engagements to join with him 
in it, was diſpos'd to drop them in 
his Turn, and make a ſeparate 
Peace with Lewis. And fo, not- 
withſtanding all the Endeavours of 
his three uſeleſs Allies to prevent it, 
a Peace was concluded between the 
two Monarchs, by three ſeveral 
Treaties, ſign'd the 7th of Auguft, 
1514, one of which regarded the 
Marriage between Leauis XII. and 
the Princeſs Mary, who was, ac- 
cordingly conducted with a ſplendid 
Retinue to Abbewille, and the Nup- 
tials ſolemnized in October. Lewis 
dying in leſs than three Months 
after the Marriage, the Duke of 
Valois facceeded him, by the Name 
of Francis I. And about two Months 
after, the Queen Dowager took for 
her ſecond Huſband, Charles Bran- 
don Dake of Suffo/k, for whom ſhe 
had an Inclination before her Mar- 
riage with Leguis, which the had 
conſented to in Compliance with 
the politick Views of the King her 
Brother. As Francis I. had the 
ſame Deſign with his Predeceſſor, 
of recovering the Milancſe, he had 
the ſame Reaſon to cultivate a good 
Underſtanding with Henry, and 
therefore readily renew'd and con- 
firm'd the Alliance between the 
two Crowns. 

Nevertheleſs Henry was ſoon in- 
volv'd in new Troubles by Means 
of his Favourite H%//:y, by whom 
he was wholly govern'd. Francis 
was very defirous of having Tournay 
reſtor'd to him, and the Affair 
might perhaps have been adjuſted 
between the two Kings, if the Con- 
ſequence of the Reſtitution of Tour- 
nay had not been the Reſtoring of 
its Biſhop, and Volſey's loſing the 
Adminiftration of that See and the 
rich Abbey of St. Amand. Fran- 
cs perceiving what ſtood in his 
Way, in order to gain #«//ey, pro- 
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VIII. 
and then left the whole Burden of mis'd to procure him a Cardinal's- 
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Hat, and actually obtain'd it of 
Leo X. who had made up Matters 
with Francis, upon his great Sueceſs in 
Italy. This extremely gratify'd the 
Pride of the ambitious Prelate. But 
then his Revenge muſt be gratify'd 
too. Francis had taken ſome Steps 
to have the Biſhop of Tourney re- 
ſtor d. Wolſey did not forget it, 
notwithſtanding the late Favour he 
had receiv'd. He prevail'd upon 
his Maſter privately to aſſiſt the Em- 
ror againſt Francis, not doubting 
ut it would end at laſt in an open 


Rupture, the Conſequence of which 


he hop'd would be his keeping the 
See of Tournay, However, being 
afterwards of another Mind, upon 
the Aﬀairs of Europe taking a dit- 
ferent Turn, and being gain'd by 
Preſents and a Promiſe from Francis 
of an annual Penſion of 12,000 
Livres Tournois, in Lieu of the Bi- 
ſhoprick, he had the Addieſs to in- 
duce King Henry to do what he 
had before artfully prevail'd on 
him to be againſt; ſo that Tournay, 
in 1518, was reſtor*d to the French 
King for 600,000 Crowns, which 
he oblig'd himſelf to pay to the 
King of England; and gave Wolſey 
his * Patents for the Penſion 
abovemention'd. 

After Molſey was made a Cardi- 
nal, he became more vain, haughty 
and imperious than ever. His Pride 
was increas'd by the King's having 
given him the Chancellorſhi p, Which 
Warham Archbiſhop of Canterbury 
rehgn'd, as not able to endure the 
Inſolence of the Cardinal, who was 
gratify'd by the Kmg in whatever 
he had a Mind to. He now aflum'd 
a Sort of ſovereign State, and never 
appear'd abroad without a princely 
Attendance. It is affirm'd that he 
kept no leſs than 800 Servants, a- 
mong whom were halta Score Lords, 
15 Knights, and 40 Efquires. The 
Cardinal's-Hat was carried before 
Q3 hin 
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him on high, like a Trophy, and 
two Pillars of Silver were borne 
by two Gentlemen. He wore 
lk in his Veſtments, and uſed 
Gold in his Horſe Trappings, 
which no Eng/i/þ Clergyman ever 
did before. ho' this Vanity and 
Infolence excited a univerſal Indig- 
nation, yet none durſt pive the 
King the leaſt Hint againſt him; 
and even foreign Princes were cau- 
tious of offending him, and ſtrove 
to preſerve his Friendſhip: For fuch 
was his Power with the King, that 
as he was oblig'd or diſoblig'd, he 
could make War or Peace, and give 
a different Turn to the Affairs of 
Europe. But in every Thing his 
own Intereſt, and not the King's, 
was the ſole Motive of his Actions, 
tho' Henry was ſo blind as not to 
ſee it. | 

On February 11, 1516, Queen 
Catharine was deliver'd of a Prin- 
ceſs, named Mary, who was after- 
wards Queen of England. She had 


before brought the King two Prin- 


ces, but they both died ſoon after 
they were born. | 
About the ſame Time died Ferdi. 
nand King of 4rragon, and left to 
his Succeſtors the Title of Catho/ick, 
which the King of Spain bears at 
this Day. The Death of this poli- 
tick Prince broke all Jo//zy's Mea- 
ſures, to draw all Europe into a 
War with France, for the Sake of 
his own private Intereſt in relation 


to the See of Tournay. Ferdinand 


was ſucceeded by Charles of Auſtria, 
his Grandſon by Joanna his eldeſt 


Daughter, already Queen of Ca/?:/e, . 


but incapable of governing either 
Kingdom, as ſhe had for ſome Time 
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Grandfather, which happen'd three 
Years after, was elected Emperor of 
Germany, by the Name of Charles V. 

In 1517, the Sweating-Sickneſs 
rag'd again in Exgland, more vio- 
lently than at the | ra dug of the 
laſt Reign. In ſome Towns it ſwept 
away near half of the Inhabitants, 
moſt of thoſe who were ſeized with 
it dying within three Hours. This 
Diſtemper being peculiar to Exg- 
land, was call'd Sudor Anglicus, or 
the Englih-Sweat. 

At this Time the Chriſtian Prin- 
ces being diſpos'd to Peace, be. 
cauſe the State of Aﬀairs was ſuch, 
that- they could not carry on the 
War with any Advantage, ſome of 
them took it in their Heads to en- 
ter into a League againſt the Turks ; 
and the Pope, to encourage this 
Cruſadb, or rather to inrich himſelf, 
diſpatch'd his Indulgences for a 
plenary Remiſſion of Sins, into al! 
Chriſtian Countries, and appointed 
Collectors to receive the Money to 
be paid for them. They were pub- 
lickly ſet to Sale, after a moſt ſcaudal- 
ous Manner, and were even gamed 
for at Taverns; and the Benefit of 
them was to extend to the very 
Dead, who were immediately to be 
releas'd out of Purgatory, upon 
their Relations paying ſo much Mo- 
ney. Upon this, Martin Luther, 
an Augu/iine Friar, and Profeſlor of 
Divinity in the Univerſity of Y- 
temburg, began firſt to write againſt 
this Sale of Indulgences, then a- 
gainſt the Indulgences themſelves, 
and afterwards againſt the Pope's 
Authority in general, and ſeveral of 
the Corruptions of the Church of 
Rome. This gave Riſe to the Re- 


been depriv'd of her Underſtanding. formation, which in a little Time 


So the Adminiftration of both fell 
to her Son the Archduke, Sovereign 
of the Lew-Ceountrics. This POWET- 
ful Prince, who became King of 
Gain in the Manner as juſt related, 


upon the Death of Maximilian his After the Death of Maximilian, 
©: : 


prevail'd in many Parts of Germany, 
and ſeveral other States. Luther 
was powerfully ſupported againſt the 
Pope and his other Enemies, by the 
Elector of Saxony his Sovereign. 


the 
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the Flames of War were again 
Kindled in Europe, occaſion'd by 
the Conteſt between the Emperor 
Charles V. and Francis King of 
France, who had been Charles 
Competitor for the Imperial Dia- 
dem. Their reſpective Acquiſitions 
in Jtaly, were the chief Ground 
of the Quarrel between theſe two 

werful and ambitious Princes; 
tho' there were ſeveral other Mat- 


ters in Diſpute between them: And 


moſt of the other Kingdoms and 
States were drawn in to take Part 
with one or the other. Cardinal 
Waiſcy, who was now Adminiſtrator 
of the See of Bath and Nells, 
and the Pope's Legate a Latere, 
was courted both by Charles and 
Francis, becauſe they knew, that 
he that ſhould gain him, would of 
Courſe gain his Mafter. 'The Em- 
peror prevail'd, and Henry join'd 
with him againft Francis, The 
Gold and Silver of Mexico and 
New Spain, which were diſcover'd 
and conquer'd about this 'Time, 
were of wonderful Advantage to 
Charles, as they furniſn'd him with 
an inexhauſtible Fund of Wealth 
for carrying on the War, What 
chiefly fix d NMolſey to the Emperor 
was his Promiſe, upon the next Va- 
cancy, to help him to the Popedom, 


to which he earneſtly aſpir d. Frau- 


cis indeed had promis d to aſſiſt him 
in obtaining it, but Hoſſey thought 
Charles, now he was Emperor, molt 
capable of doing it. 

The Fate of Edward Stafford 
Duke of Buckinghamywho, in 1521, 
fell a Sacrifice to the Cardinal's re- 
vengeful Temper, ſhew'd how dan- 
2 it was for any one to offend 

im. The Duke, who was Son of 
him who loſt his Head in the Reign 
of Richard III. for endeavouring to 
ſet the King's Father on the Throne, 
and was deſcended from Aune of 
Glouceſter, Grandaughter to Ed. 
wwerd III. happening once to ſay, in 
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the hearing of Knewet his Stewards 
that if the King died without Iſſue, 
he believ'd he had a Right to the 
Crown, and if ever he ſhould come 
to be King, his firſt Concern ſhould 
be to puniſh the Cardinal as he de- 
ſerv'd; Knewvet for ſome Miſde- 
meanors being diſmiſs'd the Duke's 
Service, went and told the Cardinal 
what his Maſter had ſaid. The 
Duke had before given him ſome 
Diſguſt ; and now being enrag'd at 
the Diſreſpect ſhewn him in this 
Speech, the Cardinal made a Han- 
dle of the former Part of it, and 
of ſome Informations he had pro- 
cur'd of the Duke's conſulting a 
Monk, who pretended to be an 
Aſtrologer, concerning the Succeſ- 
ſion to the Crown, to get him con- 
demn'd as a Traitor by a few 
Lords, and he was accordingly be- 
headed on Towwer-Hil//, He was the 
laſt High-Conſtable of England. 
His Death occaſion'd many ſatyrical 
Writings againſt J'o//zy; in which 
among other Things *twas ſaid, 
That 'twas no Wonder a Butcher's 
Son ſhould delight in Blood. 

The ſame Year King Henry wrote 
a Book againſt Luther, entitled, Of 
the ſeven Sacraments, in which he 
alſo defended Indulgences, Papal 
Authority, &c. It was preſented to 
Pope Leo X. in full Conſiſtory, who, 
for this Service done the Church, 
beſtow'd on Henry and his Succeſ- 
ſors the Title of Defender of the 
Faith. This Title being after- 
wards confirm'd by Parliament, the 
Kings of England have borne it 
ever ſince. The fame Year was 
remarkable for the Invention of 
Muſeets, firſt uſed in the War be 
tween the Emperor and King of 
France. Luther wrote an Anſwer 
to the King's Book, in which he 
uſed no more Ceremony than he 
had done to the Pope. 

Leo X. dying ſoon after the 
King's Book was preſented, Cardinal 
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Molſy left no Stone unturn'd to 
t himſelf choſen Pope in his 
oom. But here his Ambition met 

with a Diſappointment. Tho' the 

Emperor had promis'd him his In- 

tereſt, he did not deſign to be as 

— as his Word. He manag' d 
atters fo dextrouſly with the Car- 

dinals, that he got Cardinal Adrian, 

a Native of Utrecht, and Biſhop of 

Tortoſa, who had been his Tutor, 

elected, believing he ſhould have 

him entirely devoted to his Intereſt. 

Tho' this Affair was conducted 

with the utmoſt Art and Secrecy, 

yet Wolfey could not be fo blind 
as to think that the Emperor was 
not concern'd in Aurian's Election. 

However, he conceal'd his Reſent- 

ment, as he was not without Hopes, 

he would ftand his Friend at the 
next Vacancy, which, by reaſon of 

Adrian's Age and Infirmities, was 

likely ſoon to happen ; as it actually 

did in leſs than two Years, but he 

had the Mortification to be diſap- 

pointed a ſecond Time. The Em- 

_—_ had no more Regard to his 

nteret than before, and the Car- 
dinals choſe Julias de Mcuygices for 

Pope, who taok the Name of Cie- 

went VII. 

The War between the Emperor 
and France broke out in 1521. Moſt 
of the Powers of Europe were con- 


cCern'd in it, and it was carried on 


with great Fury on both Sides, in 
other Countries as well as /zaly. 
"Tis not my Buſineſs to relate the 
Particulars of this War. I fhall 
only obſerve, that Francis I. was 
taken Priſoner at the Battle of Pa- 
i a, and carried into Spain, in 1525, 
from whence he was releas'd the 
Beginning of the following Year by 
the Treaty of Madrid; which he re- 
fus'd to ratify upon his Return to 
his Deminions, and enter'd into a 
League with the Pope and Yenetians 


pgainſt the Emperor; whoſe Forces 


wok and plunder'd Rome in 1527, 
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and made the Pope and 13 Cardinal: 
Priſoners, who were ſhut up in the 
Caſtle of St. Angelo. King Henry 
at firſt took Part with the Emperor, 
but when he began to grow too 

werful, he fell off from him, and 
join'd with Francis. Wolſcy was full 
of Reſentment againſt the Emperor, 
for his twice deceiving him in the 
Affair of the Popedom, and in all 
likelihood help'd by Degrees to 
turn his Maſter againſt him. 

The Cardinal, as may well be 
ſuppos'd, was no Friend to Parlia- 
ments; he therefore took ſeveral 
bold Steps towards accuſtoming the 
King to govern without them. He 
had impoſed a. general Tax on the 
Nation, by the King's ſole Autho- 
rity, for ſupporting the League a- 
gainſt France, without ever troubling 
himſelf about the Parliament. And 
now to make good the Engage- 
ments the King was going to enter 
into in Favour of France, he iſſued 
out Orders in the King's Name, 
for levying a ſixth Part upon the 
Goods and Eſtates of the Laity, 
and a fourth upon thoſe of the 
Clergy. This threw the whole Na- 
tion into a Ferment, and had like 
to have occaſion'd a Rebellion. 
The King to pacify the People, by 
Proclamation diſavow'd theſe Or- 
ders, and proceeded to raiſe the 
Money under the ſpecious Name 
of a Benepolence, which was in 
Effect doing the ſame Thing in a 
more artful Manner: For all who 
did not voluntarily comply were to 
be forced into theſe Free Gifts. 
The Cardinal began with the City 
of London, but meeting with ſeveral 
Obſtacles, whilſt he was endeavour- 
ing to frighten the Common-Coun- 
cil into 'a Compliance, the Peo- 
ple in the Country roſe in Arms. 
And tho' by prudent Meaſures 2 
Stop was ſoon put to this Inſur- 
rection, and ſome of the Ring- 
leaders were impriſon'd, whom # 

was 


as thought adviſable afterwards 
to diſcharge, yet the King findin 
by this how the People af- 
fected, thought fit to declare that 
he had no Hand in thoſe violent 
Proceedings to raiſe Money, and 
ſo left the whole Blame to fall upon 
the Cardinal. This Diſpoſition of 
the King encourag'd ſeveral other 
Complaints again his Miniſter, at 
which the King was ſo highly in- 
cens'd, that Wolſey was in * 
of being quite out of Favour. But 
© he found Means to pacify the King 
by the moſt humble Submiſſion, by 
® _. ſhewing him his Vill, wherein he 
had made him his Heir, and by 
making him a Preſent of his ſtately 
Palace at Hampton-Court, which he 
had built with a Magnificence equal 
to that of the greateſt Prince. Tho' 
by theſe Means, and by the Aﬀec- 
tion the King had really for him, 
he ſtill kept his Ground, yet this 
Affair ſerv'd a little to clip the 
Wings of this haughty over- bear- 
ing Miniſter. 

Henry at firſt made only a 
League Defenſive with Francis, and 
the two Monarchs contriv'd Mat- 
ters ſo as to leave the whole Bur- 
den of the War upon the Pope and 
the Yenetians. But at length being 
apprehenſive, that theſe two Powers 
would not be able to hold out long 

; againſt the Emperor, whereby he 
| > might become Maſter of all Jah, 
| 2 they concluded a League Offenſive 
| : againſt him, a little betore the Sack- 
a ing of Rome and the Pope's Cap- 
tivity; who eſcap'd in December, 
the ſame Year, 1527, and retir'd 
to Oraicto, after a ſeven Months 
Confinement in the Caſtle of St. 
Angelo, By one of the Articles of 
the Treaty between the two Kings, 
Henry renounc'd for himſelf and 
Succeſſors, all Right and Title to 
the Crown of France; in Conſide- 
ration whereof, Francis oblig'd him- 


ſelf and Succeſſors to pay a Penſion 
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to Henry's Succeſlors, of 50,000 
Crowns yearly for ever. The War 
prov'd unfortunate to Francis, but 
was put an End to in 1529, by the 
Treaty of Cambray between him 
and the Emperor. 

In 1527, an Affair was ſet on 
foot, which engag'd the Attention 
of all Europe, and was very re- 
markable in itſelf, as well as in its 
Conſequences; chiefly, as it acci- 
dentally open'd a Way for the Re- 
formation in Exgland. This was 
King Henry's Divorce from his 
Queen Catharine, Daughter of Fer- 
dinand King of Arragon, and Aunt 
to the Emperor Charles V. She 
was his Brother Arthur's Widow. 
Henry had been married to her eigh- 
teen Years, and had had three Chil- 
dren by her, one of whom, the 
Princeſs Mary, was living. But he 
at length affirm'd he had ſome 
Scruples of Conſcience about the 
Lawfulneſs of his Marriage with 
his Brother's Wife, notwithſtanding 
Pope Julius's Diſpenſation, as being 
contrary to the Lo of God ; on 
which account he had, as he de- 
clar'd, for ſome Time abſtain'd 
from her. Theſe Scruples are ſaid 
by ſome, either to be firſt ſuggeſted 
to him, or very much cheriſh'd 
by Cardinal Wo//cy's Management, 


chiefly by Means of Long/and, the 


King's Confeſſor, out of Reſent- 
ment to the Emperor, who was 
Nephew to Catharine, And tho? 


* 


it ſeems that Henry was reſolvd 


upon his Divorce before he had 
ſeen Anne Boleyn, yet his falling 
in Love with her ſoon after, when 
ſhe was become Maid of Honour 
to the Queen, made him proſecute 
the Affair with the greater Ear- 
neſtneſs. But whatever were the 
King's ſecret Motives, whether 
Scruples of Conſcience, Reaſons of 
State, Averfion to the Queen, or 
his Love of Anne Boleyn, or all; 
or ſome of theſe together; it was 

reſoly'd 
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reſolv'd to apply to the Pops to 
the Marriage annulled, and 
| inal Yolſcy undertook. that the 

Buſineſs ſhould be accompliſh'd. 
Clement wow N. © ns to 
grant the King's even 

romis'd I it 1 — in Effect, 
2 Fear of offending the Emperor, 
put him upon uſing all his Artifi- 
ves only to amuſe Henry and gain 

Time. Gerdiner and Fox were ſent 
the next-Year, 1528, to preſs the 
Pope to diſpatch the Affair accord 
ing to the — Mind. The Pon- 
25 outwardly expreſs'd his Deſire 
and Intenion to gratify the King 
and bring the Matter to a Conclu- 
fion, but in reality made uſe of all 
the round-about Ways to ſpin out 
the Affair till he ſhould be better 
reſolved what was moſt for his In- 
tereſt. Inſtead of granting a Bull 
for directly annulling the Marriage, 
he commiſſion'd Nolſey, and join'd 
with him Campegio, to try the Cauſe 
in England, but privately gave Or- 
ders to gio, upon his Depar- 
ture from Rome, to delay Matters 
as much as poſſible, and not to give 
Sentence till he had his expreſs 
Commands in Writing. There was 
A2 ſolemn Proceſs on the Affair in 

15 29, and the King and Queen 
both appeared before the Legates, 

Molſey letting Campegio preſide, and 
making no Manner of Oppoſition 
to his affected Delays. But after 
all their flow Proceedings, when the 
Proceſs was ended, the King was 
zuſt where he was before. 3 
gi put off the Sentence to a long 
Day, before which, the Pope hav- 
ing concluded his Treaty with the 
Emperor to his entire Satisfaction, 
Thought he might ſafely pull off the 
Maſk, and act openly againſt the 


Divorce. The Cauſe was, after all 


is artful Shifts and Evaſions, avo- 
\cated to Rome, and the King cited 
to: appear there by ſuch a Day. 
is threw him into great Per- 


o 


oy 
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plexity, but Dr. Thomas Cranmuy 
found an Expedient to rid him of 
his Trouble, after having once more 
in vain apply d to the Pope. Be- 
fore we proceed to this, let us ſce 
what became of Cardinal Volſey. 
This haughty Favourite had met 
with ſeveral Rebuffs beſides that al- 
ready mention'd, but ſoon after the 
Proceſs. his Fall came on apace. 
He was certainly at firſt very hearty 
2 74 Divorce, if he was not the 
t it propos'd to the 
King. "x Fg found it 
more difficult than he imagin'd, or 
had alter'd his Mind, his Behavi- 
our in that Affair was the chief 
Occaſion of his Diſgrace, and Anne 
Boleyn is thought to. be the chief 
Inſtrument, who becoming his Enc- 
my, others were encourag'd to join 
with her in haſtening Ris Ruin. 
Perhaps her being a Friend to the 
Reformation, and his knowing that 
the King delign'd to marry her im- 
mediately upon his Divorce, made 
him as much againſt it as he had 
been for it before. Be that as it 
will, on the gth of October, 1529, 
a Bill of Indictment was preferr'd 
againſt him by the Attorney Gene- 
ral, upon the Statute of Pramunire. 
A few Days after the King took 


from him the Great Seal, and gave 


it to Sir Thomas More, Then the 
Attorney General preferr'd other 
Articles againſt him upon the ſame 
Statute. He was found guilty of 
both Indictments, and deciar'd out 
of the Protection of the Laws; 
upon Which all his Goods and Et- 
fects, of an immenſe Value, were 
ſeized for the King's Uſe. Never- 
theleſs, ſo wavering was the King, 
and ſo unable to forget his Aﬀecti- 
on to his old Favourite, that upon 
his humble Petition, he granted him 
a Protection, and moreover ſent him 
a Ring as a Token of his Favour ; 
which being brought to him as he 
was upon the Road to one of his 
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Country:Houſes, Whither be was 
order'd to retire, he was ſo tranſ- 
rted, that he alighted from his 
Horſe, and fell upon his Knees in 
the Dirt to receive it. This how- 
ever did not hinder his being im- 
peach'd by the Houſe of Lords in 
44 Articles, which ran chiefly upon 
the ill Uſe he had made of his 
Power, as Legate, Chancellor, and 
Prime Miniſter. One of them was 
very remarkable wiz. That know- 
ing himſelf to have the Grand Pox 
upon him, he had the Aſſurance to 
be near the King's Perſon daily, 
often whiſpering in his Ear, with- 
out fearing to infect him with his 

Breath. Yet after this the Kin 
ted him a full Pardon, and fat 


er'd him to enjoy his Archbiſhop- 


rick of York, whither he was or- 
der'd to retire, But he had not 
been long there before he was ar- 
reſted by the Earl of Northumber- 
land for High-Treaſon. This fo 
affected him, that as they were 
conducting him to London, he died 
of Grief, or Poiſon, at Leiceſter- 
Abbey, about the End of Nowember, 
1530. His laſt Words to the King's 
Officer who ſtood near his Bed, 
were, V had ſerw'd God as dili- 
gently as { have ſerv'd the King, 
he would not hawe caſt me off in my 
grey Hairs. But by all his Actions 
it is pretty manifeſt, that he ſerv'd 
himſelf more than the King. One 
Thing, however, is to be ſaid in his 
Praiſe, that during his whole Ad- 
miniſtration, no Perſon was proſe- 
cuted for Hereſy to pleaſe the Cler- 
gy; in which Reſpect he may be 
laid in ſome Meaſure to favour the 
Reformation. 

To return to the Buſineſs of the 
Divorce. The King deſpairing of 
ever accompliſhing his Ends at the 


Court of Rome, which was wholly 


devoted to the Emperor, became 
accidentally acquainted with Dr. 
Thomas Cranmer, an able Divine, 
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who had travell'd into Germany, 
where he read Luther's ' Writings, 
and embrac'd his Doctrines; which 


by this Time great Numbers in 

ngland had done, and had quite 
other Notions of the Papal Autho- 
rity then their Forefathers had; be- 
ſides that the Principles of the Lo/- 
lards were ſtill deeply rooted in 
many. Cranmer being conſulted a- 
bout the Divorce, - propos'd, as the 
beſt ey ge he could think of, 
the ſending to the foreign Univer- 
ſities, and getting their Opinions in 
Writing upon the Matter. The 
King highly approv'd of this Me- 
thod, put it in Practice, and was 
ſucceſsful ; moſt of the Univerſities 


Fa it as their Opinion, that Po 


Julius IId's Diſpenſation for the 

ing's Marriage with Catharine, 
was repugnant to the divine Law, 
and therefore invalid. This Point 
being gain'd, Henry reſolv'd to bring 
the Affair before his Parliament, 
which he might do with the greater 
Proſpect of — as there was a 
general Inclination among his Sub- 


jects to throw off the Papal Yoke, 


which had for many Ages been fo 
grievous to the Nation. The Re- 
mains of Wicklif*s Doctrine, Lu- 
ther's Books, and the late ſcanda- 
lous Behaviour of the Popes had fo 
open'd their Eyes, that the Thun- 
ders of the Vatican were but little 
regarded by them: And the Intereſt 
of the Sovereign being now the 
ſame with that of the Subjects, 
there was no Danger in bringing 
Matters to Extremity with the 
Court of Rome. The Clergy were 
the only Body from whence he 
might apprehend any Oppoſition, 
but there was the leſs Danger from 
them, as the People in general had 
now a contemptible 8 inion of 
them. However to humble them, 
and terrify them into a Compliance, 
in 1531, he had them all condemn- 
ed for breaking the Statutes of Præ 
munire, 
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munire. As twas not in their Power 
to inflame the People as formerly, 


and the Papal Authority, which 
Was as as at an End in Eng- 


land, could do them no Good, they 
were ſenſible they muſt depend on 
the King alone for Protection. And 
ſo they gave him 118,840. for 
their Pardon, by an Act of Con- 
vocation, wherein they acknow- 
ledge him he ſole Protector and Su- 
preme Head of the Church of Eng- 
land. The Convocation of Canter- 
bury gave 100,000/7. and the Con- 
vocation of York the reſt. 

Towards the End of the follow- 
ing Year, the Rn ren mar- 
ried Anne Boleyn. The ſame Year, 
Sir Thomas More the Lord Chan- 
cellor, a learned Man, but a violent 
Perſecutor of the Reformed, per- 
ceiving that the King's Proceedings 
would end in a total Rupture with 
the Church of Rome, reſign'd the 
Great Seal, which was given to 
Sir Thomas Audl:y : And the Par- 
lament paſs'd an Act, forbidding 
the Payment of Arnates, or Firſt- 
Fruits for Biſhopricks, to the See 
of Rome. The next Year, 1533, 
an Act was paſs'd forbidding all 
Appeals to Rome, on Pain of incur- 
ring a Premuire: The King's 
Marriage with Anne Boleyn was 
made publick: And Dr. Cranmer; 
having been made Archbiſhop of 
Canterbury, upon the Death of 
Archbiſhop Warham, the Judgment 
of the Convocations of both Pro- 
vinces having been firſt obtain'd, 
1 e Sentence of Divorce 

tween King Henry and Catharine 
of Arragon, on May 23, and con- 
firm'd his ſecond Marriage; which 
done, the new Queen was crown'd 
on the 1ſt of une. Henry ſent the 
Lord Montjoy to acquaint Queen 
Catharine with the Sentence, and 
to perſuade her to ſubmit. But as 
ſhe had formerly appeal'd from the 
Legates to the Pope, ſo ſhe {till re- 


HENRY VIII. 


main'd inflexible, declaring ſhe 
would be the King's Wife, till the 
Marriage had been annull'd by the 
Pope. Hereupon, Herry order'd 
ſhe ſhould be only ſtil'd Prince/; 
Dewager of Wales. But ſhe abſo- 
lutely refus'd to be ſerv'd by any 
who would not treat her as Queen. 
She died at K:mbolton, Fan. 18, 
1536, in the goth Year of her Age. 
She was a devout and pious Prin- 
ceſs, and led a ſtrict and ſevere Life; 
but had very high Notions of the 
Papal Authority. As ſoon as the 
News of the Proceedings in Eng- 
land reach'd Rome, the Pope in a 
= Paſſion annull'd Cranmer's 

ntence, and threatned the King 
with Excommunication, if he did 
not reduce the Cauſe to its former 
State. 

In the mean Time the King of 
France labour'd hard to accommo- 
date Matters between the Pope and 
Henry, particularly at an Interview 
he had with the former at Mar- 
ſcilles. He alſo ſent John de Bellay, 
Biſhop of Paris, to try what could 
be done with Henry. Both Sides 
ſeem'd inclined to an Accommoda- 
tion. 'The Pope promis'd to wait 
till ſuch a Day for the Return of a 
Courier from England. But the 
Partizans of the Emperor were ſo 
urgent with him, that tho* they 
could not make him go from his 
Engagement, yet they prevail'd on 
him to give his Word that he 
would wait no longer than the Day 
appointed. Which being come, 
and no News from England, the 
Pope publiſh'd a Sentence, declar- 
ing Henry's Marriage with Catha- 
rine good and lawful, requiring him 
to take her again, and denouncing 
Cenſures in caſe of Refuſal. IW o 
Days after, the Courier arriv'd, 
which might have ſav'd England 
to the See of Rome; but the ſame 
Meaſures which precipitated the 
Sentence, made the Pope refuſe to 

revoke 
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| HENRT VIII. 
dhe It, tho defir'd by ſeveral of 


the Cardinals. After all, it looks 
as if the King did not act with 
Sincerity in this Affair, but that he 
only meant to have his Divorce 
juſtify d by the Sentence he thought 
to obtain from the Pope, and then 
to drop him altogether. If ſo, the 
Biter was bit; = the beſt of it 
was, he had no great Reaſon to care 
for it. However it be, it was cer- 
tainly- beſt for England, that Mat- 
ters were not made up. For in Re- 
turn to the Pope's Cenſures, when 
the Parliament met, the Beginning 
of the following Year, 1534, an 
Act was paſs'd for aboliſhing the 
Pope's Power in England, with 
Peter-Pence, Procurations, Delega- 
tions, Expedition of Bu//;, and Di/- 
penſations coming from the Court 
of Rome. The ſame Act declar'd 
the King's Marriage with Catha- 
rine null and void, and his Marriage 


with Anne Boleyn valid, ſettling the 


Succeſſion of the Crown upon their 
Iſſue. An Oath was enjoin'd ac- 


cording to the Act, whereby all 


Perſons were oblig'd to ſwear, That 
they would be faithful to the King 
and Queen, their Heirs and Suc- 
ceſſors; that they acknowledg'd the 
King for Supreme Head of the Church 
of England ; that the Biſhop of 
Rome has no more Juriſdiction than 
any other Biſhop, and that they re- 
nounc'd Obedience to him. In the 
next Seſſion, the Parliament con- 
fum'd the King's Title of Supreme 
Head of the Church, and paſs'd ſe- 
veral other Acts againſt the Pope. 
And ſhortly after, a Proclamation 
was iſſued againſt giving the Biſhop 
of Rome the Name of Pope, and for 
eraſing it out of all Books, that, if 
poſlible, no Remembrance of it may 
remain. 


ſucceeded by Paul III. who drew 
up a thundering Bull againſt Henry, 
excommunicating him, and abſol- 


Pope Clement VII. died 
ſoon after the Rupture, and was 
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ving his Subjects from their Alle- 

jance; but did not publiſh it till 
ome Vears after, and even then it 
had no Effect. 

Thus the Papal Power in Eng- 
land was aboliſn'd. But tho' this 
was in it ſelf a happy Thing for 
the Nation, yet the good Effects of 
it were very little felt in this Reign. 
For from this Time the King aſ- 
ſum'd ſuch an arbitrary Power as 
had ſcarce ever been known in 
England, and exercis'd it in ſuch a 
Manner as was very terrible to 
his Subjects. What help'd to give 
him this Power, was the Views of 
the two different Parties at Court. 
Thoſe who adher'd to the old Re- 
ligion, and had comply'd with him 
in the Matter of the Divorce, and 
the Supremacy, tho' the latter was 
contrary to their Conſcience, were 
for humouring him, for fear he 
ſhould go farther Lengths. Theſe 
were Chiefly the Duke of Norfolk, 
Gardiner Biſhop of Wincheſter, Long- 
land Biſhop of Lincoln, and almoſt 
all the Clergy. "Thoſe who were 
for a farther Reformation in the 
Church, endeavour'd by complying 
with his Humour to make him 
their Friend, in Hopes that ſome 
Time or other he would favour the 
new Opinions. The principal Per- 
ſons of this Party, were Queen 
Anne Boleyn herſelf, Archbiſho 
Cranmer, and Thomas Cromavoll, 
who, tho' only a Blackſmith's Son 
at Putney, had been one of Walſey's 
Domeſticks, and was now in great 
Credit with the King. But Henry, 
tho' he had quite thrown off the 
Pope, yet ſtifly adher'd to the old 
Popiſh Religion all the Days of his 
Life. At the fame 'I'tme he was 
exceeding jealous of his Supremacy, 
and an Enemy to the Papal Au- 
thority. He there ſore made ſeveral 
of both Parties feel tne terrible Ef- 
fects of the arbitrary Power he had 
acquir d. He got what Laws he 
pleas d 
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pleas'd made againſt them, and put 
them in Execution without Mercy. 
Many of both Religions were put 
to Death. Papifts and Proteſtants 
were hang'd or burnt together, at 
the ſame Time and Place; the 
former for denying the King's Su- 
premacy, and the latter for what 
was call'd Here; the King ever 
making his own Belief the Standard 
for that of his Subjects. Among 
the reſt, Biſhop Fiber and Sir Tho- 
mas More were beheaded for re- 
fuſing to take the Oath of Supre- 
macy ; and Barnes, Lambert, Anne 
Aſkew and ſeveral others were cru- 
elly burnt, for profeſſing the Pro- 
teſtant Doctrine. All this was the 
Efﬀfe& of that abſolute Power, 
which the Heads of both Parties, 
by their Compliances, had for dif- 
ferent Views given the King. Add 
to this, that Gardiner and the reſt 
of the 'Temporizers of the Popiſh 
Party, made uſe of all their Credit 
with the King to turn him againſt 
the Proteſtants. 

However, beſides caſting off the 
Pope's Authority, he did another 
Thing, which help'd forward the 
Reformation afterwards, tho“ Henry 
had other Views in it. The Monks 
being ſtrongly attach'd to the Pope, 
were very open in their Invectives 
againſt the King, and ſhew'd them- 
ſelves utter Enemies to his Supre- 
. macy ang! all the late Statutes made 
againſt the Pope's Authority. For 
this ſome of them were executed, 
and at. laſt Henry reſolv'd upon a 
total Suppreſſion of the Monaſteries. 
To pave the Way to it, and FA 

Neſs the People in favour of his 

eſign, he, in 1535, order'd a ge- 
neral Viſitation of the Religious 
Houſes, and appointed Cromwell, 
FVifitor-General, He with other 
Commiſſioners made a ſtrict N 
into the Lives and Manners of the 
Monks and Nuns, and diſcover'd 
the moſt horrid Scenes of Lewd- 
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neſs, 
Their Reports were publiſh'd, and 
a you many Abbots and Priors, 
with their Monks, being threatned 
with the Rigour of the Law, and 
advis'd, in order to prevent it, to 
ſurrender their Houſes to the King, 
did it accordingly. The next Thing 
was an Act of Parliament, in 1536, 
for ſuppreſſing the leſſer Monaſte- 
ries, to the Number of 376, and 
giving their Eſtates and Effects to 
the King. Shortly after, Cromwell 
was made the King's Vicegerent 
in all Eccleſiaſtical Affairs; and 
theſe Houſes were actually ſup- 
reſs'd in Auguſt. There were no 

eſs than three Rebellions rais'd in 
the North, by the Monks and their 
Devotees; but they were happily 
you by the King's Forces, and 
everal of the Ringleaders execu- 
ted. The King reſolv'd notwith- 
ſtanding, to proceed to the Sup- 
preſſion of all the other Monaſte- 
ries, and order'd a ſtrict Vilitation, 
to prepare the Way. What ſet the 
People moſt againit them, and made 
the Work the eaſicr for the King, 
was the Diſcovery that was made 
of the abominable Frauds of the 
Monks with regard to Relicks and 
Images. As to the latter, the ſame 
Machinery that is uſed in Puppet- 
Shews, was made uſe of by theſe 
holy Fathers, to cauſe the Images 
of our Saviour, the Virgin Mam, 
and other Saints, to move and nod 
and turn the Head; which the poor 
deluded People fancy'd to be the 
Effect of a divine Power. Great 
Quantities of theſe Images, toge- 
ther with the pretended Relicks of 
Saints, were publickly burnt by 
the King's Order, and among the 
reſt the Bones of that Arch-Saint 
Thomas Becket, whoſe coſtly Shrine 
was ſeiz'd for the King's Uſe. The 
Number of Monaſteries, that were 
ſuppreſs'd, from firſt to laſt, were 
643, together with go Colleges, 
2374 
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2374 Chantries and Free Chapels, 
and 110 Hoſpitals. Their yearly 
Value, as given in before the Sup- 

fon, When the Rents were low, 
— the Fines upon the Leaſes 
were high, was 1 2,5 17 J. 185. 104. 
But their real Value was ſuppos ' d 
to be 1, 600, oo00 J. an immenſe Sum 
in thoſe Days! Beſides this, the Plate, 
Furniture and other Effects were of 
« prodigious Value, which all fell 
into the King's Hands. King Henry 
allow'd ſmall Penſions to ſeveral of 
the Abbots, Monks and Nuns, ſold 
the Abbey-Lands to his Subjects at 
eaſy Rates, and apply'd Part of the 
Revenue of theſe Houſes towards 
the Founding of the new Biſhopricks 
of Cheſter, Glouceſter, Peterborough, 
Oxford, Briſtol, and Weſtminſter ; 
which laſt ceas'd to be a Biſhoprick 
after its firſt Biſhop. The Order of 
the Knights of St. John of 7eru/a- 
lem, was ſoon after entirely ſup- 
preſs d. 


Aune Boleyn but about three Years, 
when he began to be jealous of her, 
which ended in her Ruin. At the 


* fame Time he was in Love with 


Fane Seymour, which doubtleſs made 
him more willing to entertain diſ- 
advantageous Thoughts of the 
Queen, by whom he had had one 
Daughter, named Elisabeth, whom 
we ſhall hereafter ſee Queen of 
England. Queen Anne Boleyn was 
naturally of a very chearful and 


55 Temper, which poſſibly might 


ead her into ſome Indiſcretions, 
without any criminal Intention. 
And there is good Reaſon to think, 
that her Enemies of the Popiſh 
Party took Ad vantage of the Diſ- 
poſition the King was in, to com- 
pleat her Deſtruction, becauſe ſhe 
was a great Favourer of the Reforma- 
ton. However, ſhe was accus'd of 
2 criminal Familiarity with her own 
Brother the Earl of Rochford, and 
four of her Domeſticks, who were 


3 


HERNY 


The Ring had been married to- 


VIII. 239 


all executed; and after all the Queen 
her ſelf was beheaded on the Green 
within the Tower, on May 19, 1536: 
'The very next Day the King mar- 
ried Fane Seymour, who bore him 
Prince Edward, his Succeſſor, But 
his Birth coſt the Queen his Mother 
her Life. Queen. Annes Marriage 
was null'd, on Pretence of a Pre- 
contract with the Lord Percy; and 
her Daughter 'E/izabeth, as well as 
Mary the Daughter of Catharine, 
were illegitimated by Act of Par- 
liament. 


In 1539, by the Counſels of 
Gardiner and others of the Popiſh 


Party, the Reformers receiv'd a 
terrible Blow, by an Act paſs'd in 


Parliament, deſervedly call'd 7 Be. 


Bloody Statute ; which made it 
Burning or Hanging for any one 
to deny Tranſubſtantiation, to main- 
tain the Neceſſity of Communion in 


both Kinds, that it was lawful for 
Priefts to marry, that Yows of 


—_— may be broken, that pri- 
vate Maſſes are unprofitable, or 
that Auricular Confe//ion is not ne- 
ceſſary to Salvation. 

A Marriage having been con- 
cluded between King Henry and 
Anne of Cleves, Siſter to the Duke 


of Cl/ewves, and to the Ducheſs of 


Saxony, upon her Arrival in Eng- 
land, the King went down to ſee her, 
and upon the firſt Sight conceiv'd 
a Diſlike of her Perſon, ande{wore 


they had brought him over a Flan- © 


ders Mare. Nevertheleſs for poli- 
tical Reaſons he married her in 
January, 1540. But his Averſion 


to her continuing, he got himſelf 


divorc'd from her about ſix Months 
after. As Cromwell had the chief 
Hand in this Match, the King ne- 
ver forgave him for it, tho' he af- 
terwards created him Earl of Ee. 
He did not enjoy this new Title 


long. For the Duke of Poe 


Gardiner, and other Chiefs of the 
Popiſh Party, taking Advantage we 
rene 
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the King's Diſpleaſure on account 
of the Marriage, found Means to 
work his Ruin. He was accus'd 
of High-Treaſon by the Duke of 
Norfolk, and attainted in Parliament 
the Divorce, and loſt his 
Head on a Scaffold, on the 28th 
of July. The King's being in 
Love at this Time with Catharine 
Howard, Niece to the Duke of 
Norfolk, help'd the more eaſily to 
accompliſh his Deſtruction. This 
was the King's fifth Wife. His 
Marriage with her was declar'd on 
the 8th of Aug. He lov'd her 
extremely, but had ſoon Cauſe to 
repent of the Match : For ſhe was 
accuſed of Lewdneſs and Adultery, 
npon much better Evidence than 
Anne Boleyn, was condemn'd by 
Act of Parliament, and beheaded 
on Tower-Hill, Feb. 12, 1542. The 
Lady Rochford, one of her Com- 
plices, who had accus'd her Huſ- 
d, the Lord Rochford, of a cri- 
minal Commerce with his Siſter 
Anne Boleyn, was beheaded with 
her. Dereham, Mannock and Cul- 
peper, Who confels'd they had lain 
with the Queen, were allo executed. 
The ſame Year 1542, Ireland 
was erected into a Kingdom; from 
which Time, our Kings were ſtil'd 
Kings of Ireland, whereas before 
* ary only the Title of Lords of 
Ireland 


At this Time Henry had a Quar- 
rel with James V. his Nephew, 
King of Scotland. The Duke of 
Norfolk entered that Country at the 


Head of 20,000 Men, when the 
- "Scots Army running away in a 


Fright, great Numbers were ſlain 
in the Purſuit, and taken Priſoners, 
and among them ſeveral general 
Officers and Perſons of Diſtinction; 
which Loſs ſo affected James, that 
he ſoon after died with Grief, leav- 
ing only one Daughter, Mary, but 
—_ Days old, who ſucceeded 
him, 


HONRY VI 


In July, 1543, the King took to 
his ſicth Wife the Lady Catharine 
Parr, Relict of Newi/ Lord Lati- 
mer. She was a great Friend to the 
Reformed, which put the oppoſite 
Party upon contriving her Rain, 
inſomuch that an Order was fign'd 
by the King for ſending her to the 
Tower, for abetting Hereſy : But by 
her engaging Addreſs ſhe ſo pre 
vail'd on him; that the Order was 
revok d. Several Plots were alto 


laid by the fame Party, to ruin the 


ood Archbiſhop Cranmer; but the 

eſerved Eſteem and Affection the 
King had for him, baffled all their 
Deſigns. | 

King Henny having enter'd into 
a League with the Emperor againſt 
France, paſs' d over to Calais, and 
laid Siege to Boulogne, which ſur- 
render d, Sept. 14, 1544. This 
War continued, without much Suc- 
ceſs on either Side, till 1546, when 
a Treaty of Peace was concluded 
on the 7th of June. 

The King, now grown monſtrous 
fat and unweildy, did not long ſur- 
vive this Peace: He died in the 
50th Year of his Age, on Jan. 29, 
1547, after a Reign of 37 Years 
and 9 Months, and lies buried at 
Windſor. Never had any Englii/h 
King acquir'd ſuch an abſolute 
Power over his Subjects as Henry. 
His Parliaments did juſt what he 
pleas'd, and his ſole Will was in 
Effect the Law both in Church 
and State. He was naturally of a 
ſtern and haughty "Temper, but 

rew more obſtinate and fierce in 

latter Years. He built St. 


James s Palace in the 24th Year 


of his Reign; and ſome Time be- 
fore, inſtituted the College of Phy- 
ficians, A Man was boil'd to Death 
in Smithfield for Poiſoning, that be- 
ing the Puniſhment ordain'd for tha! 
Crime by Act of Parliament, which 
was repeal'd in the next Reign. 
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EDdwArD VI. 


DAR D, the only 
Son of Henry VIII. 
by his Queen, Jane 
Seymour, ſucceeded his 
Father at the Age of 
nine Years and three 
Months. He was a Prince of ſuch 
excellent — that the Nation 
might have been happy under him, 
if either he had reign'd longer, or 
thoſe. who by Virtue of the late 
King's Will were intruſted with 
the Government during his Mino- 
rity, which was fix'd to his 18th 
Year, which he did not live to 
reach, had not moſt of them mind- 
ed their own private Advantage 
more than the Good of the State. 
The young Prince being at Hert- 
ford, with fis Siſter Fligabeth, when 
his Father died, the Council ſent 
Edward 8 eymour Earl of Hert- 
fora, his Uncle, with Sir Anthony 
Brown, to bring him up to London. 
At Enfield they acquainted him 
with the King's Death, and then 
proceeded... with him to Lonamny 
Where he was prodaim'd the ſame 


Day, Jan. 31, 1547, by the Name 
of Edward VI. 15 

The firſt Thing the Council did 
after this, was to open the late 
King's Will, who had been em- 
power'd by Parliament; not only 
to ſettle the Succeſſion, but to ap. 
point the Form of Government ti 
his Succeſſor ſhould be of Age; 
Here it appear'd, that he had named 
16 Perſons, ſome Proteſtants and 
ſome Papiſts, his Executors, Re- 
gents of the Kingdom, and Go- 
vernors to his Son: The chief of 
the former were Archbiſhop Cran- 
mer and the Earl of Hertford; and 
of the latter, the Lord Chancellor 
Wriotheſley, and Tonſtal Biſhop of 
Durham. He alſo appointed twelve 
Privy-Counſeljors; Aſſiſtants to the 
Regents, who likewiſe were a Mix- 
ture of both Parties. But the Party 
of the Reformers was the ſtrongeſt 
both in the Regency and the Coun» 
A 

For the more eaſy Diſpatch of 
Buſineſs, the Regents thought fit to 
chuſe one of their Number to be 

R their 


8 
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their Preſident, with the Title of 
Protector of the Realm, and Gover- 
nor to the King: However, he was 
to do nothing without the Conſent 
of the Majority of the reſt of the 
Regents. The Choice fell upon 
the Earl of Hertford, the King's 
Uncle, who was ſoon after made 
Duke of Somerſet. Others of the 
Regents had alſo new Titles con- 
ferr'd on them: Chancellor MWrio- 
Shelley was made Earl of Southamp- 
ton; John Dudley, Viſcount Lie 
Son of Dudley, who was- executed 
at the Beginning of the laſt Reign, 
was advanc'd to be Earl of War- 
wick: William Parr, Earl of Eſſex, 
Brother to the Queen-Dowager, and 
one of the Council, was. created 
Marqueſs of Northampton; and Sir 
Thomas Seymour, another- of the 
Council, and younger Uncle to the 
King, had the Title of Lord Szaley. 
He was ſoon after made High- 
Admiral, and his Brother the Pro- 
tector, Lord Treaſurer and Earl- 
Marſhal. This ſudden Advance- 
ment of the Family of the Seymours 
was not, to be ſure, look*'d upon 
by many without Envy. 

The King was crown'd on the 
20th of February; And fhortly af- 
ter, the Earl of Southampton, who 
was like to be a dead Weight upon 
the Reformers, was for ſome Miſ- 
demeanor depriv'd of the Chancel- 
lorſhip, and confin'd to his Houle. 
And now the Duke of Somerſet got 
himſelf eſtabliſh'd Protector by Pa- 
tent under the Great Seal, in ſuch 
Manner, that he had the ſole Go- 
wvernment of the King and King- 
dom, and the reſt of the Regents 
became no more than Counſellors 
to him. 

Whatever we may think of this 
Step, it was of great Advantage to 
the Reformation ; for now the Pro- 
tector found himſelf at full Liberty 
to follow the Advice of Cranmer 
and the other Reformers, whoſe 
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Party muſt needs be ſtronger t 

that of their . 2 
King himſelf was at their Head, 
who, tho' young, had imbib'd the 
Principles of the Reformation under 
Dr. Cox, his Preceptor, and con- 
tinu'd firmly attach d to them as 
long as he liv'd. It being reſoly'd 
therefore to make uſe of this fa- 
vourable Conjuncture, the firſt Step 
was to appoint a general Viſitation 
of the Churches, the Viſitors being 
empower'd to aboliſh ſome prot. 
Abuſes in the publick Service, par. 
ticularly with reſpe& to Image, 
Bonner and Gardiner, who had out- 
wardly comply'd with all the Mea. 
ſures of the late King, now thought 


fit to oppoſe the Proceedings of the 


Viſitors, whereupon they were com- 
mitted to Priſon. The Prince{: 
Mary alſo expreſs'd her Diſlike of 
the new Regulations, and wrote to 
the Protector to that Purpoſe ; but 
he knowing his Power, ſhewed no 
Regard to it. The Parliament meet- 
ing in November this Year con- 
firm'd all that the Protector had 
done, and moreover paſs'd an Act 
to aboliſh all private Mas, and 
to reſtore the Cup to the Laity; 
and another to recognize the King's 
Supremacy. The Act of the {ix 
Articles, or the Bloody Statute, and 
two Acts againſt the Lollardi, were 
likewiſe repeal'd by this Parlia- 
ment, 

But before this, the Protector 
had made a ſucceſsful Expedition in 
Scotland, There was a Treaty of 
Marriage concluded in the late 
Reign between Prince Egzvard, now 
King, and the young Queen of 
Scots. But a contrary Party now 
prevailing in Scotland refus d to 
make good this Treaty. The Pro- 
tector therefore, to compel them to 
it, enter d Scotland with 15,000 Foot 
and 3000 Horſe, With this Army 
he met the Scots near Mufſe(burgh, 
who were 30, 000 ſtrong. Both 

| Armies 


r 


mos 00 0 / % 


WY Ma "JF - 8 


* 


Armies engaging on the 10th of 
September, 1547, the Scots were en. 
tirely routed, 1 4,000 being kill'd 
on the Spot, and 1500 taken Pri- 
ſoners. This threw the Scots into 
the utmoſt Conſternation, but the 
Protector ſtaid not to improve his 
Victory; an Affair which concern'd 
the Safety of his Perſon calling him 
home, after an Abſence of but ſix- 
teen Days. This was the News of 
his Brother the High Admiral's ca- 
balling againſt him at Court. He 
was proud, haughty and ambitious, 
had made his Addreſſes to the Prin- 
ceſs Elizabeth, and had actually 
married the Queen Dbwager, Ca- 
tharine Parr, without the Know- 
ledge of his Brother the Protector, 
whom he envied, and wanted to 
ſupplant, in order to put himſelf in 
his Place. To this End he en- 
deavour'd to form a Party among 
the Nobility, and uſed all his Arts 
to ingratiate himſelf with the young 


King; and not without Succeſs. In 


ſhort, he left no Stone unturn'd to 
procure his Brother's Ruin ; but he 
firſt procur'd his own, being at- 
tainted in Parliament of conſpiring 
againſt the Government, and be- 
headed on the 20th of March, 
1549. 

The Emperor having defeated 


and taken Priſoner the Elector of 


Saxony, and having alſo got the 
Landgrave of Heſe into his Hands, 
the Proteſtant Cauſe in Germany was 
brought into very diſcouraging Cir- 
cumſtances. Upon this many learn- 
ed Reformers took Refuge in Erg- 
land ; among others, Peter Martyr, 
Bucer, Ochinus, and Fagius; on 
whom King Edward beſtow' d Pen- 
ſions and Benefices. Peter Martyr 
was Divinity Profeſſor at Oxford, 
and Bucer at Cambridge, where Fa- 
ius was alſo Hebrew Profeſſor. 
In 1548, ſeveral ſuperſtitious Prac- 
uces were aboliſh'd by Order of 
Council, as the carrying of Candles 
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be burnt, 


_.. 
on Candlemas-Day, of Aſhes on Ab. 
Wedneſday, of Palm on Palm- Sunday; 
as alſo the Ceremonies uſed on 
Good. Friday and Eaſter- Day. And 
ſoon after was order'd the total 
Removal of Images out of Churches. 
As there were two Parties then in 
England, ſome approv'd of theſe 
Changes, and others diſliked them z 
but the Council were reſolv'd to 
go thro' with the Work, the Pro- 
tector had it chiefly at Heart, and 
"twas- what was entirely agreeable 
to the young pious King. The 
Parliament, which met towards the 
End of the Year, paſs'd an Act, 
allowing Prieſts to marry; and ano- 
ther, confirming the new Liturgy, 
which Commiſhoners had been ap- 
pointed to examine and reform, 
and which ſoon after was eſtabliſh'd 
in all the Churches. 

Whilft the Men in Powerwere thus 
throwing off the Fopperies of the old 
Religion, tis Pity they could not fee 
the Abſurdity of that which 15 the 
worſt Part of Popery, namely, Per- 
ſecution. Joan Boucher, commonly 
call'd Joan of Kut, one of thoſe call- 
ed Anabaptiſts, being pronounc'd a 
Heretick, was deliver'd over to the 
Secular Power, and condemn'& to 
The King, who, tho” ſo 
young, had a better Way of Think- 
ing than his Biſhops or Counſellors, 
could not be prevailed upon by the 
Council to ſign the Warrant for her 
Execution, declaring it to be cruel 
and unjuſt; till Cranmer being em- 
ploy'd to uſe Arguments to per- 


ſuade him to it, the good young 


King at laſt did it with Tears in 
his Eyes, ſaying, if he did wrong, 
Cranmer ſhould anſwer for it be- 
fore God: And ſo the poor Wo- 
man was deliver'd to the Flames. 
Some Time after, George Van Pare, 
a Dutchman, one of a pious and ex- 
emplary Life, ſuffer'd in the ſame 
Manner on the ſame Account. This 


was-a great Blemiſh upon the Res , 
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formers, and the Papiſts too juſtly The Protector tried all he could 
ſaid, that they were only againſt to redreſs their Grievances, but all 
Burning, when they were in Fear he got by it was the ill Will of 
of it themſelves. the Council and the reſt of the 

The Protector hitherto had pur- Nobility and Gentry, with whom 
ſu'd his Scheme of Reformation he never ſtood very fair. The moſt 
with great Succeſs. But this Year, formidable Inſurrections were in 
1549, he found himſelf very much Devonſbire and Norfolk. In the for- 
embarraſs'd both at home and a- mer the Malecontents were 10,000 
broad. At home there were Com- ſtrong, headed by one A unde. 
motions and Inſurrections in di- The Lord John Ruffel was ſent 
vers Parts of the Kingdom, part- againſt them; but his Forces being 
ly on Account of Religion, and inferior to theirs, he kept at ſome 
partly on other Accounts; but all Diſtance, and deſir d to know what 
occaſion'd by ſome of the late it was they demanded, that he might 
Changes. After the Diſſolution lay it before the Council. They 
of the Monaſteries, abundance of ſent in their Demands in fiſteen 
Monks found themſelves under a Articles, moſt. of which tended to 
Neceſſity of rc for their an entire Reſtoration of the old 
Living; which occaſioning more Religion: Which being rejected, 
Workmen than there was Work to and the Negotiations broke off, the 
be done, the common People in Rebels immediately beſieg'd Exetcr; 
moſt Counties were either deſtitute where meeting with a 5 Re- 
of Employment, or fore d to work ſiſtance from the Inhabitants, they 
for very low Wages. Beſides, as turn'd the Siege into a Blockade in 
the Monaſteries uſed to let their Hopes to ſtarve them out. But the 
Lands to the Farmers at low Rents, Lord Rue] having received a Re- 
they could then afford to employ inforcement, came to its Relief, 
a great many Hands and to give when reduc'd almoſt to the laſt 
good Wages. But the Caſe was Extremity. He attack'd and de: 
altered fince theſe Lands were in feated the Rebels, took Arundel and 
the Hands of the Nobility and Gen- the Mayor of Bodmyn, who were 
try, who had greatly rais'd the hang'd, with ſome others. In Nor- 
Rents, and at the ſame Time neg- yt, the Rebellion was no leſs for- 
lected Hoſpitality, tho“ twas on midable, where the Malecontents 
that Condition they held thoſe got together to the Number of 
Lands. And then the Buſineſs of 20,000, being headed by one K# 
Incloſures was reckon'd a great a Tanner. But Dudley Earl of War- 
Grievance ; for the Landlords or wick marching againſt them with 
their Farmers finding a better Ac- the Army deſign d for Scotland, 

count in Wool than in Corn, had quickly diſpers'd them, killing 2000, 
inclos'd great Quantities of Land and taking a great many Priſoners, 
for the breeding of Sheep, which among whom was Ker their Leader, 
inhanc'd the Price of Corn to the who was hang'd at Norquich, TWas 
great Detriment of the Poor. Theſe on account of theſe Inſurrections in 
and other Cauſes conſpiring, the divers Parts of the Kingdom at 
common People thought they were once, that the Lords-Lieutenants of 
going to be ruin'd; and as there Counties were firſt appointed. _ 
Were always Perſons ready to make In the midſt of theſe Diſtratti- 
-a Handle of their Diſcontents, for ons at home, the War with $S:ot- 
-xefioring the old Superſtition, they land continu'd without Succebs- 

=o in Arms in ſeveral Counties. The 


he Scots had laſt Year receiv'd 


conſiderable Succours from France, 


had made an Inroad into England 
as far as Nexwcaftle, and carry d off 
great Booty. And now, in 1549, 
they took Broughty- Caftle from the 
Engliſh ; and the Protector not be- 
ing able to hold Haddington, on ac- 
count of the Troubles in England, 
caus'd it to be demoliſh'd. At the 
ſame Time, to compleat the Miſ- 
fortunes of the Erg/i/o, Henry IT. 
King of France, who ſucceeded 
Francis I. invaded the Territory of 
Boulogne, tho“ no War had been 
declar d. By the Treaty between 
Henry VIII. and Francis, Boulogne 
was to be reſtor'd to France in 
eight Years for 2,000,000 of Crowns 
of Gold: But Henry IT. had form'd 
a Deſign of getting it before, with- 
out paying the Money. Accord- 
ingly after having taken ſome 
Forts in its Territory, he laid Siege 
to Boulogne it ſelf, and after ſeveral 
fruitleſs Attacks turn'd it into a 
Blockade. 'This War exceedingly 
diſturb'd the Protector, inſomuch 
that for the Sake of procuring a 
Peace, he propos'd to the Council 
the Reſtitution of Boulogne: But 
this Propoſal was rejected with In- 
dignation. 

Many of the Regents appointed 
by Henry VIII. could not forgive 
the Duke of Somerſet, for aſſuming 
the whole Government, and re- 
ducing them to the State of bare 
Counſellors. His chief Enemies were 
Wriethefley Earl of Southampton, and 
Dudley Earl of Warwick. It was 
principally by their Means, that a 
ſtrong Faction was now form'd a- 
gainſt him in the Council. At laſt, 
on the 6th of October, they with 
the Lord Prefident St. John, and 
lix other Counſellors ſeparated from 
the reſt, and met at Ely-Houſe as 
the King's Council, and were ſoon 
jon'd by ſeven more. Here they 
conſider d the State of the Nation, 
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and laid many Things to the Duke's 
Charge, ſending tor the Mayor, 


Aldermen and Common-Council of 


London, and the Lieutenant of the 
Tower, and forbidding them to own 
him for Protector; which they com- 
ply'd with. The Duke upon the 
firſt Notice of what was doing re- 
mov'd the King to Vinaſor, arm'd 
his Servants — Friends, and took 
ſome other Precautions, which on 

furniſh'd his Enemies with a fre 

Handle againſt him. At laſt, five 
other Counſellors forſook him, find- 
ing he was falling, and none re- 
main'd with him but Cranmer and 
Paget. The Council having thus 
all, in a Manner, remov'd to Lon- 
don, publiſn'd a Manifeſto againſt 
the Duke, and then went in a Body 
to the King at Windſor, who re- 


ceiv'd them graciouſly ; when Ar- 


ticles of Accuſation, chiefly turning 
upon his having aſſumed the whole 
Power of the Government, being 
exhibited againſt him, he was im- 
mediately ſent to the Toxwer. Then 
ſix Lords were appointed to be Go- 
vernors to the King, but the Earl 
of Warwick became Prime Minifter, 
to the great Mortification of the 
Earl of Southampton, who ſhortly 
after retir'd from Court and died 
of Griet, The Popiſh Party re- 
joic'd at the Duke of Somer/et's 


Diſgrace, and expected great Things 
from this Change: But they ſoon 


found themſelves miſtaken. For the 
Earl of Warwick, who was wholly 
ſway'd by his Ambition, and was 
in reality of neither Religion, know- 
ing what was moſt likely to eſtabliſh 
himſelf in Favour with the King, 


turn'd his Back upon the Romani/ts, 


and declar'd for the Reformation. 
The Duke of Somerset having 
thought it his wiſeſt Courſe, in 
order to get out of his Enemies 
Hands, to ſubſcribe a Confeſhon of 
the Charges againſt him, and to 
throw himſelf upon the King's 
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Mercy, who ſtill had a great Af- 
fection for him, tho' at the ſame 
Time 3 he never had 
any ill gn againſt the King or 
State, was by Act of Parliament in 
Fan. 1550, fin'd in 2000/7. a Year 
af Land, and condemn'd to forfeit 
all his Goods to the King, and to 
loſe all his Places. His Enemies 
did not think fit to purſue him any 
farther, whilſt he had any Share in 
the King's Favpur, as twas plain 
he had at this Time, For on Feb. 6. 
on giving 10,0007, Bond for his 
good Behaviour, he was diſcharged 
out of the Tower; and not lon 
after, the King pardon'd him, an 
again made him one of his Coun- 
ſellors. In the mean Time, to 
fruſtrate the Hopes that the Ene- 
mies of the Reformation might en- 
rtain from the Duke of Somerſet's 
all, the Parliament paſs'd an Act 
confirming the new Liturgy, and 
ordering all Images to be burnt 
or defac'd before the laſt Day of 
une, 
7 Tho' the Duke of Somerſet was 
exclaim'd againſt for barely pro- 
poling the Reſtitution of Boulogne, 
pet this Year it was actually de- 
liver'd up to the French for 400,000 
Crowns of Gold: The Conſequence 
of which was a Peace with France, 
in which Scotland was alſo included; 
and King Edward deſiſted from his 
intended Marriage with the Queen 
of Scots. 

The Reformation ſtill went on. 
In 1551, a Confeſſion of Faith was 
drawn up, the new Liturgy was cor- 
rected, the Croſs in conſecrating the 
Euchariſt, Prayers for the Dead, &c. 
were laid aſide. The Princeſs Mary 
refus'd to comply with theſe Chan- 
75 and ſtill had Maſs ſaid in her 
Houſe. The Sweating Sickneſs rag'd 
again in England this Year, and 
continu'd from April to October. 

The ambitious Earl of War- 
wick, now Duke of Northumberland, 


mw FDWARD VL 


thinking his Power could nat be 
full bliſh'd, whilſt the Duke 
of Somerſet was living, reſolv'd now 
to remove him out of the Way, 
Accordingly having firſt prepoſſeſs'd 
the King againſt him, he got him 
accus'd both of Treaſon and Felony, 
He was acquitted of the Treaſon, 
but condemn'd to die for Felony, 
in deſigning to ſeize the Duke of 
Northumberland's Perſon, with In- 
tent, as twas given out, to have 
him aſſaſſinated. Accordingly he 
was beheaded an Jan. 22, 1552, to 
the great Grief af the People, by 
whom he was highly eſteem'd. 
Thus fell the Duke of Somerſet, 
the King's Uncle, whoſe Character 
is differently repreſented by the 
Friends of the two Religions, and 
there is no Doubt but their Zeal 
led them both into Extremes, the 
Papiſts in blackening him, and the 
Proteſtants in commending him, 
who make whatever Actions of 
his ſavour of Ambition, to be pure- 
ly the Effect of his Zeal for pro- 
moting the Reformation. However, 
"tis certain that he had heap'd up 
great Riches, of which Somer/ct- 
Houſe in the Strand, which he built, 
and which {till bears his Name, 13 
an evident Proof. 

The Duke of Northumberland 
Ambition had for ſome Time put 
him upon forming the Project cf 
bringing the Crown into his own 
Family: And upon the young 
King's falling into a dangerous Con- 
ſumption the Beginning of the Year 
1553, he began to take Meaſures 
for putting it in Execution. 
this End he married his fourth Son, 
the Lard Guilford Dudley, with 
Fane Grey, eldeſt Daughter of the 
Marqueſs” of Dor/et, now Duke 0! 
Suffolk, by Frances Brandon, Who 
was, by Henry VIII's Will, the 
next in Succeſſion after the Prince!s 
Elizabeth, as being the only Daugh- 
ter of Mary, Qugen Dowager of 
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by her ſecond Huſband, Charles 
Brandon Duke of Suffo/k. This 
Step being taken, Northumberland 
knowing the King's great Concern 
for the State of Religion, under his 
Siſter Mary, who was to ſucceed 
him, artfully perſuaded him, now 
his Diſtemper was become deſpe- 
rate, to ſettle the Crown on his 
Daughter-in-Law, the Lady Jane 
Grey. The Judges were in a Man- 
ner compell'd by Northumberland to 
draw up and ſign the Settlement; 
after which it was ſign' d by all the 
Council. 

The King in the mean Time 
growing worle and worſe, the Coun- 
cil diſmiſs'd the Phylicians, and com- 
mitted him to the Care of a certain 
Woman, who undertook to cure 
him ; but inſtead of that, ſhe only 
put him to more Pain, which in- 
creas d the People's Suſpicions of 
ſome foul Play in the Duke of 
Northumberland to haſten the King's 
Death. But that is only Con- 
jecture. The Phyſicians were ſent 
for again, but not being able to 
do him any Good, the pious King 
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reſign'd his Soul to God on the 
6th” of July, 1533, in the ſixteenth 
Year of his Age, having reign'd fix 
Years, five Months and nine Days. 
He was buried in W:/*rinfter- Abbey, 
near Henry VII. his Grandfather. 
King Edward VI. was a Prince 
of fach rare Accompliſhments for 
his Years, that he was eſteem'd 
the Miracle of his 'Time. He had 
an excellent Genius, was Maſter of 
the Latin and French, and pretty 
well acquainted with the Gree# and 
other Tongues. He had made 2 
wonderful Progreſs in the Sciences, 
underſtood Fortification, and knew 
all the Harbours and Ports in his 
Dominions. He kept a Journal, 
in which he regularly enter'd all 
the important "Tranſactions of his 
Reign. Add to this, that he was 
remarkably pious, and of a ſweet 
and amiable Temper. He con- 
firm'd his Father's Grant of Chriſt's 
and St. Bartholomew's Hoſpitals, 
and founded Brideabell and St, Tho- 
mas's Hoſpitals, He alſo founded 
ſeveral Schools, which were moſt! 
endow'd out of the Chantry-Lands. 
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them > 

MARY. Vintner 

preſs d 

DARY, A of Council, aſſerting her Right to ths tion, w. 

King Henry VIII. by Crown, and promiſing to pardon lory, w. 

Catharine of Arragon, ſuch as would return to their Duty. cut off 

was plac'd the ſecond Then ſhe repair'd to the Caſtle of WE The 

in the Succeſhon in Framlingham in Suffolk, where ſhe was ha 

RIO” 1 the ſaid King's Will, took the Title of Queen 3 and be-. and Suf 
which he was empower'd to make ing proclaim'd at Noravich, ſhe ſen; Slaught. 
by Act of Parliament, for ſettling circular Letters to all the Nobles, Kebellic 
the ſaid Sucpeſſion; cho' the Act demanding their Aſſiſtance in aſſert- not a 1 
declaring her illegitimate had never ing her Right. two Cor 
been repeal'd. hen the late King In the mean Time, the Duke of declar'd 
her Brother was near expiring, the Northumberland, who bore an ab- Men w. 
Duke of Northumberland got the ſolute Sway in the Council, caus d Occaſior 
Council to write to her and her himſelf to be ſent to Jane, with BY Friends 
oor Elizabeth to come and keep the Duke of Suffolk her Father, '2 therefore 
im Company in his Inneſs. But notify to her, her Acceſſion to the Religion 
his Deſign in reality was to get Crown, by Virtue of King Edward's le read: 
the two Princeſſes into his Hands. Aſſignment. I his excellent Lady, * Lords al 
They were actually coming up, and who very much reſembled that 8 the 
Wes for 


f half a Day's Jour- 
pey of London, when ſhe was in- 
form'd of the King's Death, of the 
3 being afiign'd to the Lady 
Jane Grey, and of the Deſign to 
>cure her Perſon: Upon which ſhe 
urn'd back, and retir'd to Kenning- 
in Norfolk, from whence, on 
10 Py ſhe wrote a Letter to the 


Mary was within 


young King in the Endowments ol 
her Mind, the Study of Letter By. 
and Acquirement of uſeful Know Lil 
ledge, as ſhe was much of the 
ſame Age, being in her fixtcenid Bl 
Year, ſhew'd no Manner of Am. 
bition for the Crown, and was with 
Difficulty prevail'd on to accept 105 
after the moſt preſſing Argument 3 
2. F 


of her Father and Father - in-Law, 
and the earneſt Sollicitations of the 
Lord Guilford her Huſband. Hav- 
ing thus yielded with Reluctance 
to what others would aſpire after, 
the Council withdrew with her to 
the Tower, and the next Day, 
July 10, ſhe was proclaim'd in Lon- 
don by the Name of Queen Fane. 
But the People were ſo aſtoniſh'd 
to ſee a Queen proclaim'd they had 
never once thought of, that there 
were none of thoſe Acclamations 
which are uſual on ſuch Occaſions: 
Which was a bad Omen to the 
Duke of Northumberland, whom 
the People never lik'd, and they 


EY knew that this was all his Contri- 


vance: And a Piece of Severity that 


was acted on this Occaſion, ſet 
them till more againſt him. A 
Vintner's Boy having ſome Way ex- 

preſs'd his Scorn at the Proclama- 


o the tion, was taken up and ſet on a Pil. 
ardon bory, with hig Ears nail'd to it, and 
Duty. aeut off from his Head. 
Re of EE The Duke of Northumberland 
re ne was hated moſt of all in Norfo/k 
1d be- and Sh, on account of the great 
\e ſent 1 Slaughter he had made in the late 
Tobles, Rebellion, which was on a civil, 
aſſert. not a religious Account. Theſe 
two Counties therefore immediately 
uke af declar'd for Mary. The Suffo/k 
an ab-! Men were very forward on this 
caus d Occaſion, tho“ they were great 
„ with Friends ta the Reformation, and 
her, to therefore inſiſted on her leaving 
to the Religion as ſhe faund it; which 
br he readily promis'd to do. Many 
t Lady, Lords alſo came to Framlingham to 
d that offer their Service, and rais'd For- 
nents f ES for her. N 
Letten . Tho' the Majority of the Coun- 
Know- Fil were no Friends to the Duke, 
of te end had only thro' Fear join'd in 
ſixteentb RS Meaſures, they had not yet an 
of Am-. pportunity of acting againſt him: 
was will and therefore upon the News of 
accept it Y lary's Proceedings, and the Pre- 
runes duns chat were making in her 
il 
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Favour, they gave Orders for raiſm 
Forces, which were to meet th 
already on Foot at Newmarket. 
But at the ſame Time, the Earl 
of Arunde/ politickly contriv'd it 
ſo, that the Duke of Northumber- 
{and ſhould go and take the Com- 
mand of theſe Forces; that in his 
Abſence they might have the better 
Qpportunity of ſhaking off his Yoke, 
and declaring againſt Kim. He ac- 
cordingly march'd out of London 
with 2000 Horſe: and 6000 Foot, 
and with them went and headed 
6000 mare, already aſſembled at 
828 At his leaving London, 

"Y t Crowds came out to ſee 
him Sal by, yet none wiſh'd him 


' Succeſs, which ſhew'd how ill they 


were affected to him. The Duke 
march'd to Cambridge and from 
thence advanc'd towards Sr. Ed- 
mund/bury ; whillt ſeveral Circum- 
ſtances concurr'd to throw him into 
cat Perplexity. His Army daily 
iminiſh'd by Deſertions: Mary 
made a great Progreſs in Norfo/ 
and Suffolk : Six Men of War ſent 
to the Coaſt of _ to prevent 
her eſcaping abroad, declar'd for 
her: And Sir Edward Haſtingy, 
who had been ſent by the Council 
to levy Troops in Buckinghamſhire 
having rais'd 4000 Men, inſtead of 


joining Northumberland, declar'd for +4 1 
Queen Mary, and proclaim'd her at « en 


Buckingham. "Theſe Things made 
the Duke turn back to Cambridge, 
from whence he writ to the Coun- 
cil for ſpeedy Succours, but to no 
Purpoſe. For the Council having 
found Means to get out of the 
Tower, from the Duke of Suffolk, 
who was left there to direct them 
in Northumberland's Abſence, im- 
mediately declar'd for Mam, and 
ſending for the Lord- Mayor and 
Aldermen, went together and pro- 
claim'd her in ſeveral Parts of the 
City. Which done, they ſent de 
the Duke of Sfo/k to deliver up the 


* 
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Tower, which Order he immediately 

'd; and to his Daughter Jane, 
to deſiſt from the Title of Queen, 
and lay down her new Dignity, 
which ſhe did with more Pleaſure 
than ſhe had taken it up but nine 
Days before. Then the Council 
fent Orders to the Duke of North- 
umberland to diſband his Troops 
and ſubmit to Queen Mary. But 
he having heard before of what 
had paſs'd, prevented their Orders, 


KR Y. 


thorough Bigot to Popery, thought 


of nothing but reſtoring it, and 
would immediately have ſent for 
Cardinal Pole, as Legate, to recon- 
cile the Nation to the Pope. But 
the politick Gardiner, whom ſhe 
made her Chancellor, and who had 
now the chief Sway, fearing that 
Pole's Arrival might detriment him 


ESE Zs Sr ges 


| 
| and proclaim'd her at Cambridge, in the Queen's Favour, propos'd | 
| throwing up his Hat, and crying, the reſtoring of the old Religion 3 
| God ſave y Bon Mary. Notwith«. by Degrees, and ſo manag'd Mat- 1 
ſtanding which, he was arreſted the ters with the Emperor, that he 3 le 
| next Day by the Earl of Arundel; wrote to Mary to follow the Bi- 3 po 
| { when this haughty Man, who had ſhop's Meaſures, to which ſhe at I = 
been ſo inſolent in his Proſperity, length conſented, and Pole's Com- $ tics 
| fell in the moſt abje& Manner at ing was ſuſpended. 2 kane 
dae Earl's Feet, to beg his Favour, The Queen had promi d the Ss 3 
and ſhew'd other Signs of Terror, Sufo/4 Men, that ſhe would leave 3 = 
| Dejection and Meanneſs of Spirit. Religion as ſhe found it at Ed. RE” 
# Three of his Sons, and ſome others <vard's Death; but it ſoon appear'd = 
verre ſeiz d at the ſame Time, and that ſhe deſign'd not to be as good = 
ſent with him to the Tower; whi- as her Word, when ſhe declar'd in A the 
& theralſo were ſent or detain'd there, Council, that ſhe would not force | 4 81 
& the Lady Jane and her Huſband, Mens Conſciences in Matters of Re. I gers 
& the Duke of Sz, the Marqueſs ligion; and yet this Declaration, as = 
0 of Northampton, Biſhop Ridley, and well as the other, ſhe ſoon contra- 4 oni 
others. But three Days after, the dicted by her Actions. The Papiſts 43 4 
| Queen, to make ſome Shew of Cle- were ſo ſure of her Intention to re- Y OE x 
= mency, ſet the Duke of Sf at ſtore their Religion, that they be- KT 
| Liberty. And now the whole King- gan openly to inveigh againit the = af's 
dom declar'd for Mary, who enter d Proteſtant Religion, tho' it ſtill had =” 
IK London on the zd of Auguſt, with the Laws on its Side; and a Pro- 5 after 
= her Siſter E//zabeth, who had met clamation publiſh'd ſhortly after, And 
ber with 2000 Horſe; and going tho” artfully worded, too plainly = - 
10 the Tower, ſhe immediately re- diſcover'd her Deſign: For therein AF — 
= Jleas'd Gardiner and Bonner, with ſhe declar'd, that ſhe would uſe no S fore; 
; the Duke of Vorfall, who had been Force, till all was regulated by Au- SM inw 
=. fent a Priſoner there at the End of thority of Parliament. By the ſame : by t 
i Henry VIII's Reign, and ſome o- Proclamation all Preaching was for- Y Th 
= thers. Thus Queen Mary faw her- bid, without an expreſs Licence; iſt o 
S& ſelf eftabliſh'd on the Throne with- and ſeveral other Orders were con- mens 
= out any Effufion of Blood; which tain'd in it, very unfavourable to nas 
| was owing more to the Hatred of the Proteſtants. . even 
Ranks of People againſt the On the 22d of Aug. the Duke lectio 
þ Duke of Northumberland, than to of Northumberland was beheaded tirely 
their Love to Mary, who had no for High-Treaſon. And Sir Job» _ 
= hearty Friends but the Papiſts, then Gates, and Sir Thomas Palmer, = had | 
f 0 


i 
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of his Aſſociates, were executed at 
the fame Time. The Duke fell 
unlamented by all. He declar'd 
that he died a Roman Catholick, 
and had been always ſuch in his 
Heart: And indeed it plainly ap- 

r'd, that his favouring the Re- 
— under Edward, was only 
to ſerve his own politick Views. 
Nor was his ſetting up Jane out of 
any Love to Religion, but purely 
the Effect of Ambition to advance 
his own Family to the Crown. 
The People of Saoll were ſome 
of the firſt that fell under the Diſ- 

teaſure of the Court for tranſgreſ- 

g the Orders in the Proclama- 
tion. They therefore ſent Depu- 
ties to the Queen, humbly to put 
her in Mind of her Promiſe. But 
they were receiv'd very roughly, 
and told, that it was not for the 
Members to rule the Head, but the 
Head the Members. And one of 
them who uſed more Freedom than 
the reſt, was ſet in the Pillory. 

Shortly after, Bradford and Ro- 
gers, two eminent Proteſtant Preach- 
ers, were committed to Priſon. The 
Popiſh Biſhops, who had been de- 
p_ in the laſt Reign, were re- 

or'd, and thoſe who had been put 
in their Room turn'd out; ſome 
of whom were ſent to Priſon on 
various Pretences, as was ſhortly 
after the good Archbiſhop Cranmer. 
And now the Roman Catholicks, 
ſeeing how the Tide ran, began 
openly to ſet up their Worthip, bo 
fore it was reſtor d by Authority; 
in which they were countenanc'd 
by the Court. 

The Queen was crown'd on the 
iſt of Ofober. And the Parlia- 
ment, which the Court had taken 
care by all Manner of Artifices, and 
even Violence in managing the E- 
leftions and Returns, to have en- 
tirely at their Devotion, met on the 
toth. As to the Lords, tho' they 
had been almoſt all Proteſtants, at 


251 
leaſt outwardly, in the Reign of 
King E Award, they turn'd almoſt 
wholly, zealous Catholicks, under 
Queen Mary. This Parliament im- 
mediately repeal'd the Divorce of 
the Queen's Mother, by which the 
a ſecond Time declar'd the Princefs 
Elizabeth illegitimate. Then they 
made void all the Laws of King 
Edward concerning Religion, re- 
ſtor d the Maſs, and brought all 
Things back to the State they 
were in at the latter End of Henry 
the VIIIth's Reign; Gardiner not 
thinking it adviſeable as yet to pro- 
ceed any farther. But the Queen 
was impatient to go thro' with the 
Work, to have the Pope's Power 
fully reſtor'd, and the Nation re- 
united to the Holy See. Gardiner 
was defirous of the ſame, but he 
did not think it yet a proper Time: 
Or, it may be, he was for putting it 
off, becauſe in order to this there 
would be a Neceſſity of Cardinal 
Pole's coming to England, of whom 
he was jealous, becauſe the Queen 
had an extraordi Reſpect for 
him, inſomuch that twas believ'd 
ſhe would have been glad of a Diſ- 
penſation to marry him. But now 
a Marriage was projecting by the 
Emperor, with Gardiner in the Se- 
cret, if he was not the firſt Mover 
of it, for his Son, Philip of Spain, 
with Queen Mary, The Nation 
was very averſe to this Match, and 
even the Houſe of Commons, pack d 
as it was, addreſs'd the 2 a- 
inſt it; at which being offended, 
e diſſolv'd the Parliament. 
In the mean Time, Fane Grey, 
and Guilford Dudley her Huſ- 
band were tried and condemn'd to 
die as Traitors; as was alſo Arch - 
biſhop Cranmer, tho* he appeal'd 
to the Judges, with what Reluctance 
he ſign'd the Inſtrument for the 
een's Excluſion. However, the 
Queen affected to forgive him ſor 


the Treaſon, deſigning at the fame 
| | Time 
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Time to have him put to Death 
. as a. Heretick ; tho” he had been 
the Means of ſaving her Life, when 
her Father would have put her to 
Death, for her Adherence to her 
Mother's Intereſts. 

Whilſt the Parliament was fitting, 
the Convocation decided in favour 
of Tranſul ſtantiation, after a ſham 
Diſputation between the Proteſtant 
1 Popiſh Clergy ; in which the 
former, who were but fix in the 
Houſe, were run down with Num- 
bers and Noiſe, for Want of Ar- 

ments. 

The Treaty of Marriage between 
Philip and Mary was ſign d Jan. 12, 
1554, in which Gardiner took care 
to a. ſuch Conditions inſerted as 
might make it go down with the 
Parliament, and might ſeem to ſe- 
cure England from coming under 
the Dominion of Spain. Notwith- 
ſtanding which, as ſoon as it was 
publiſh'd, Murmurs and Complaints 
were every where heard againſt it; 
and an Inſurrection ſoon broke out, 
of which the Marriage was either 
the real or pretended Cauſe. It 
was concerted between the Duke 
of Suffolk, Sir Thomas Wyat and Sir 
Peter Carew. This laſt was en- 
deavouring to raiſe Cornwall; but 
he had taken his Meaſures fo ill, 
that they were preſently diſcon- 
certed ; whereupon he fled into 
France. The Duke of Suffo/k be- 
hav'd not much better in Warwick- 
ſhire, and his Deſign being dil. 
cover d by Means of an intercepted 
Letter from hyat, before he had 
well begun to act, he was ſeiz'd by 
the Earl of Huntington, and con- 
vey'd to the Tower, Wyat, who 
was not a Protcſtant, but a Roman 
Catholick, proceeded with greater 
Expedition in Kent. He march'd 
zowards London, at the Head of 
4000 Men, which were ſoon in- 
to 6000. He advanc'd to 
ard, and finding the Bridge 
3 
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well ſecur'd, he march'd up t 


Kingſton, and croſſing the Thames, 


eeded towards London, deſign- 
ing to enter the City by Ludgate, 


fooliſhly preſuming the Londoner, 


would declare in his Favour. When 
he came, he unluckily found the 
Gate ſhut againſt him, and as Care 
had been taken to block up his 
Way behind, finding his Caſe de- 
ſperate, he ſurrender'd and was con- 
vey'd to Priſon. With ſo much 
Eaſe was this Rebellion cruſh'd, 
which, if it had been manag'd by 
abler Heads, might have ſtagger'd 
the Court, but now, by its ill Suc- 
ceſs, tended only to increaſe their 
Power. | 

This Conſpiracy, and the Duke 
of SyffolR's having a Hand in it, 
haſten'd the Cataſtraphe of his in 
nocent Daughter the Lady 7a: 
Grey, and her Huſband ; tho' in al 
likelihood, as ſhe'was ſo firmly at- 
tach'd to the Reformation, ſhe 
would ſome Time or other have 
fallen a Sacrifice, if this Affair had 
not happen'd. This pious Lady, 
with the utmoſt Reſignation and 
Fortitude, ſubmitted her Neck to 
the Block on Feb. 12, after ſhe had 
ſeen the keadleſs Body of her Hul- 
band carried along by her from the 
ſame Execution. And nine Days 
after, the Duke of Suffolk her Fa- 
ther underwent the ſame Fate. 

In the mean Time Bret, one of 
Wyat's Captains, was hang'd, with 
fifty-eight more of his Men. After 
which, 600 Priſoners were brought 
before the Queen with Ropes about 
their Necks, and received their Par- 
don. Vyat, on his Trial, in hopes 
of ſaving his Life, accuſed the Prin- 


ceſs Elizabeth as an Accomplice in , 


his Conſpiracy ; but finding he mult 
die, he clear'd her of all on his 
ſecond Examination, as alſo at the 
Place of Execution. However, his 
Accuſation occaſion'd the Prince!s 
to be ſent ta the Tower, where ſue 

endur'd 
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Pope's 

neceſſar 
Court 1 
reſtor d 
Marra, 
they m 
Spain, 


endar'd a long and ſevere Confine- 
ment; and was afterwards remov'd 
a Priſoner to Woodſtock. Gardiner, 
and perhaps the Queen too, would 
have been glad to have had her put 
to Death, and Schemes were even 
laid for that Purpoſe ; but ſhe hap- 
pily eſcap'd them all. 

A Parliament was now to be 72 
cur'd, which ſhould approve of the 
Queen's intended Marriage, and re- 
ſtore the Pope's Authority ; both 
of which the major Part of the 
Nation was againſt, and a great 
many even of thoſe, who were for 
the old Religion, thought that the 
Pope's Authority was by no means 
neceſſary to the Church. But the 
Court was reſolv'd to have it fully 
reſtor d, and in order to this the 
Marriage was thought neceſſary, that 
they might have the. Aſſiſtance of 
Spain, in caſe the Nation ſhould 

rove too refractory, However, 


y the Influence of Spani/ Gold, 


and the Promiſe of Penſions from 
the Emperor, and the Queen, added 
to former Arts, the Court got or mo- 
dell'd a Parliament to their Mind. 
But before it met, the Queen did 
ſeveral Things by Virtue of her 
Supremacy, tho' ſhe abhorr'd that 
Doctrine in her Heart, She or- 
der'd Gardiner to purge the Church 
of all married Biſhops and Prieſts, 
and appointed him and five other 
Biſhops, Commiſſioners for depriv- 
ing four Biſhops who had Wives; 
Which was done accordingly. 
The Parliament meeting on A- 
pril 2, approv'd the Treaty of Mar- 
rage between the Queen and Philip. 
And nothing now itanding in the 
Way, that Prince arriv'd at South- 
: Empton on July 19. The Queen 
met him at Vincheſter, and they 
were married by Gardiner on the 
25th; Philip being twenty-nine 
ears old, but Mary thirty-eight. 
The ſame Day they were pro- 
claim'd King and Queen of * 


land, France, Naples, Neruſalem, 
with many other Titles. To cheſe 
was afterwards added, that of King 
and Queen of Spain, upon the Em- 

ror. Charles V. reigning thoſe 

minions to his Son Philip, as he 
ſoon after reſign'd the Empire to 
his Brother Ferdinand. Care was 
taken by the Articles of Marriage, 
that Philip ſhould have no Share 
in the Government of England, tho? 
doubtleſs he hoped to be able to 
break thro* thoſe Reſtrictions in 
Time. The Spanih Gravity in 
Philip was by no means agreeable 
to the Exgliſh, but he ING 
Things whach gain'd him a Degree 
of Eſteem. He procur'd the En- 
n of ſeveral State -Priſoners, 
and particularly of the Princeſs li- 
abet h, Who, whether from Motives 
of Policy or otherwiſe, found in 
him a Protector during the reſt of 
this Reign. 

Whilit the Parliament was ſitting, 
a new Conference was held at Ox- 
ford, about the Euchariſt, Arch- 
biſhop Cranmer, and the Biſhops 
Ridley and Latimer, all Priſoners in 
the Tower, were pitch'd upon to 
diſpute with the Popiſh Clergy on 
that Subject. It was reſolv'd be- 
forehand to confound them with 
Noiſe and Clamour, as in the for- 
mer Diſpute ; after which they were 
requir'd to abjure their pretended 
Errors, and upon their refuſing to 
do it, excommunicated. 

The Parliament meeting again 
on the 41th of November, Pole was 
at laſt ſent for over in Quality of 
the Pope's Legate, and arriv'd on 
the 24th. He open'd*his Legation 
before the King, Queen, and both 
Houſes of Parliament, telling them 


that the Deſign of it was to bring. 


back the ſtraying Sheep to the Fol 
of Chriſt. At which the Queen was 
ſo tranſported with Joy, that the 


fancied ſhe felt a Child ſtir in her 


Womb. This mightily rais'd the 
. Hopes 
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Hopes of the Party, and 7. 
Deum was ſung by Order of 2 
el 

to 


on the Occaſion: But all came 
nothing in the End. | 
On the 29th of November, the 
2 Work of reconciling the 
ingdom to the Pope was effected. 
The two Houſes petition'd the 
King and Queen to intercede for 
them with the for that Pur- 
. Hereupon Pole came to the 
liament, and after a Speech on 
the Occaſion, he enjoin'd for Pe- 
nance the Repeal of all the Laws 
made againſt the Pope's Authority ; 
which, the . Houſes promiſing, 
they received Abſolution from the 
te on their Knees, and were 
releas d from all the Papal Cenſures. 
The Act of Repeal paſs'd the Be- 


e of January, 1555, by which 
= 


Papal Authority was reſtor' d as 
before the zoth of Hen- 
VIII. What had like to have 
been the greateſt Obſtacle to this 
whole Affair, was the Buſineſs of 
the Abbey-Lands. But rather than 
Hinder the ſo much defir'd Re- 
union, the Pope uſed great Artifice 
in ſeeming to connive at the pre- 
ſent Poſſeſſors, tho* the Powers he 
ve the Legate bore a double 
eaning 3 the Legate, tho' he 
conſented to the Alienations, de- 
nounc'd God's Judgments againſt 
all thoſe who with-held any of the 
Goods of the Churgh; and the 
Queen, in her great” made 
Reſtitution of all that was in her 
Hands. * 
Popery being now fully re- eſtab- 
liſh'd, the Spirit of it ſoon appear'd 
in the moſt Violent and bloody Per- 
ſecution againſt the Proteſtants. Pole 
was for reducing them by gentle 


Methods, without any Force or cor- 
| *poral Puniſhments; but Gardiner's 
violent Counſels were moſt agree - 
able to the Court, and the reſt of 


the Biſhops. It was therefore re- 


ſoly'd to put them in Practice, and 
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to leave to him the Buſineſs of ev. 
tirpating Hereſy, which he after. 
wards transferr'd to Bonner, Biſhop 
of London, who was, if poſſible, 
more furious and bloody than 
himſelf. To Prepare the Way, 
the Parliament reviv'd the antient 
Statutes that had been made 2. 
againſt Hereticks. The firſt Sacrj- 
fices to Popiſh Zeal and Bigotry 
were Hooper, who had been Biſhop 
of Glouceſter, and the three famous 
Proteſtant Preachers, Rogers, Saun- 
ders and Taylor; who were all burnt 
at the 8 the Beginning of Fe. 
bruary 1555; and on March 30, 
Ferrar Biſhop of St. David's was 
burnt at Caermarthen. The People 
in generalmurmur'd at theſe Cruel 
ties, which occaſion d ſome Stop to 
the Perſecution, whilſt the Court 
and Biſhops, both equally guilty, 
endeavour'd to caſt the Blame upon 
one another : But it was ſoon re- 
new'd with double Fury ; when a- 
mong thoſe who ſuffer'd Death in 
the Flames, were the famous Brad. 
Ford before mentioned, Phz/pot Arch- 
deacon of Wincheſter, and the two 
venerable Biſhops, Ridley of London, 
Latimer of Worceſter, who were 
both burnt at Oxford, and ſuffer'd 
with a —_— equal to that of 
the primitive rs. In ſhort, 
no leſs than 67 Perſons were burnt 
before the End of this Year. 

In the Midſt of this bloody Zeal, 
the Court and the whole Popiſh 
Party met with a conſiderable Diſ- 
appointment, when the ſo much 
expected Deliverance of the Queen, 
.prov'd only a falſe Conception, af. 
ter they had been ſo much elated 
as to give out that ſhe was actually 
deliver'd of a Prince. And King 
Philip now deſpairing of Iſſue by 
the Queen, whereby he hop'd to 
have united the Monarchies of Spain 
and England, and growing weary 
of her, as ſhe was neither young 
nor handſome, left England, T 
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the ath of September, to the no ſmall 
ER of the Queen. Soon 
after the Popiſh Champion Gard:- 
ner Biſhop of Winchefter, a Man 
of Learning and Abilities, but who 
would facrifice every Thing to his 
private Intereſt, Ambition and Re- 
venge, was ſuddenly ſeiz'd with a 
Diſorder, a Suppreſſion of Urine, 
which l off in a few 
Days. 

The Fury of the Perſecution 
went on notwithſtanding, which at 
length laid hold on the learned and 
ious Archbiſhop Cranmer. After 
uffering a ſcornful Degradation 
from the Hands of Bonner and 
Thirleby, he was burnt at the Stake, 


on March 21, 1556. He had been 


revail'd on by the Hopes of ſaving 

is Life to ſign an Abjuration of 
his Opinions; = when he found 
that he was notwithſtanding to die, 
he nted of what he had done, 
and Hafer d with great Reſolution, 
holding out, as tis ſaid, the Hand 
that had ſign'd the Abjuration, till 
it dropp'd off in the Flames, and 
crying out, as he was burning, 7 hat 
unworthy Hand! All the reſt of the 
Year was one continued Perſecution 
of the Proteſtants, in which 85 pe- 
riſn'd in the Flames under Bonner's 
Management, who diſcover'd on 
theſ& Occaſions a more than brutal 
Cruelty. Pole ſucceeded Cranmer 
in the Archbiſhoprick of Canter- 


b 0 

"The following Year 79 Proteſtants 
underwent the ſame fiery Trial; 
and the Effects of Popiſh Malice 
appear'd againſt the Dead as well 
as 2 the Living. The Bones 
of agius and Bucer, two German 
Divines, were dug up and burnt at 
Cambridge, after they had been fi- 
diculouſſy cited before the Com- 
miſſioners to give an Account of 
their Faith. Peter Martyr fled out 
of the Kingdom before the Perſe- 
Sution began; but his Wife, who 


to 
had been interr'd at O 


xford, was 
dug out of her Grave, and buried 
in a Dunghill. The Magiſtrates 
growing quite averſe to the Perſe- 
cution, Commiſſioners were 
pointed for that Purpoſe ; who pro- 
ceeded in their bloody Work with 
ſuch Diſpatch as the Court and 
Clergy defir'd. 

Whilſt the Queen and Court were 
wholly intent upon theſe violent 
Methods for extirpating Hereſy, 
they ſuffer'd themſelves to be ſe- 
duc'd by Spanib Counſels into a 
Ruptare with France. And tho' in 
this War the Spaniardgand Epgiifh 
e a great Victory over the 

rench in the Battle of St. Quintin, 
yet it ended, to the eternal Diſgrace 
and Misfortune of England, in the 
Loſs of Calais, which this Nation 
had been poſſeſs d of ever ſince the 
Reign of Edward III. and which, 
thro! the inexcuſable Neglect of the 
Engl; Miniſtry, the Duke of Guiſe 
made himſelf Maſter of, the Begin- 
ning of the Year 1558, as alſo of 
Guiſnes, and the Cattle of Hames, 
which were the only Remains of 
the Eng/i Conqueſts in France. 

The Loſs of Calais occafion'd 
great Uneaſineſs and Murmurs a- 
mong the People, and the Queen 
herſelf was ſo ſenſibly touch'd at 
this Misfortune, that it was thought 
to be one Means of ſhortning her 
Days: Her Grief was ſo exceſſive, 
that ſhe told thoſe about her, ſhe 
ſhould die, and if they would know 
the Cauſe, they muſt diſſect her after 
her Death, and they ſhould find 
Calais at her Heart, At the ſame 
Time, Philip's Avęrſion gave her 
great Uneafineſs, and, with her o- 
ther Vexations, increas'd her natural 


*Melancholy ; whilſt her Health was 


ſenſibly declining by a Droply, 
which grew every Day worle and 
worſe. In this State of Body and 
Mind 'twas viſible ſhe had not long 


to live: And yet this did not ab ate 
; > 
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that of her Miniſters againſt the 
Proteſtants. Thirty-nine were burnt 
in a ſhort Time in this laſt Year of 
her Reign, four of them at Canter- 
bury, but about a Week before ſhe 
died. Near three Hundred periſh'd 
in the Flames in the four Years 
whilſt this Perſecution raged, vix. 
one Archbiſhop, four Biſhops, twen- 
ty-one Divines, eight Gentlemen, 
eighty-four Artificers, an hundred 
Huſbandmen, Servants, and Labour- 
ers, twenty-ſix Wives, twenty Wi- 


dows, nine Virgins, two Boys, and 


two Infants Beſides which, ſeveral 
died in Priſon, and many were 
whipp'd, or otherwiſe cruelly treat- 
ed. Theſe Barbarities had doubt- 
leſs continued longer, if the Queen's 
Death had not put a Stop to them, 
which happen'd on Nov. 17, 1558, 


in the forty third Year of her Age, 


when ſhe had reign'd five Years, 
four Months and eleven Days. Car- 
dinal Pole ſurviv'd her but ſixteen 


Hours, who, tho' he was zealouſly 


attach d to the Papal Authority, yet 
was of a mild and ſweet Diſpoſition, 
and averſe to the Cruelties practis d 
in this Reign, being rather for re- 
forming the Clergy than for burn- 
ing Hereticks, After this was 


known, he was not conſulted in the 
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p . Religion, tho! i 
other Things he was in great — 
fidence with the Queen. But his 
Moderation was quite diſagrecable 
to her, as well as to the Pope and 
Biſhops; and he was even ſuſpected 
of leaning a little to the Proteſtant 
Religion. He was buried at Can. 
terbury, and Queen Mary in Hen- 
* 70 th's Chapel in Weftminfter- 


ey. 

This Queen was educated under 
her Mother in the moſt ſuperſtitious 
Attachment to the Papal Authority 
and Religion, in. which ſhe con- 
tinued all her Life. She was either 
naturally of a gloomy Temper, or 
her Religion made her ſo; and 
this Diſpoſition grew more and 
more upon her; from the many 
Mortifications and Diſappointments 
ſhe met with. An exceſſive Bigotry 
was her diſtinguiſhing Charadteri. 
tick, which made her reſolve either 
to reduce her Subjects to Popery, 
or to deſtroy them; and in the 
Midſt of this fiery Zeal, a Spirit of 
Revenge often thew'd it ſelf under 
the Cloak of a Concern for Holy 
Church. In ſhort, Queen Mary muſt 
be ſaid to have been a bad Queen, 
but what chiefly contributed to the 


making her ſo, was the Badneſs of 
her Religion. 
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ELIZABETH, 


AR being dead, 
BS her Siſter E/zzabeth, 
Daughter of Heu- 
VIII, and Anne 

2 Bolleyn, aſcended the 

Throne, Nowenmb. 17, 
i558, purſuant to the Order of 
Succeſſion ſettled by that King's 
Will, as authorized by Act of Par- 
liament. The Counſellors and Mi- 
niſters of the late Queen would, 
doubtleſs, have been glad to have 
ſet her aſide, as they were conſcious 
how deeply they were concern'd in 
reſtoring Popery and perſecuting the 
Proteſtants, and as they knew Eli- 
zabeth was a Proteſtant in her 
Heart, tho', to ſave her Life, ſhe 
had, as we are told, outwardly 
conform'd to her Siſter's Religion; 
who would have excluded her from 
the Succeſſion, but found it im- 
practicable. In the Amazement they 
were in, they conceal'd the Queen's 
Death for ſome Hours. But as the 
Parliament was ſitting, all they could 
do, was to ſend a Meſſage to the 
two Houſes, to inform them of this 


Event, and leave the Declaration 
of the Succeſſor to them. As the 
Act, whereby Elizabeth was de- 
clar'd illegitimate, had never been 
repeal'd, there were two other 
Princeſſes, who might have pre- 
tended to the Crown. Theſe were 
Mary Queen. of Scott, Grand- 


Daughter to Margaret, Henry VIII's 


eldeſt Siſter, 'and Frances, Ducheſs 
of Suffolk, Daughter to Mary, his 
younger Siſter, But there was no 
diſputing Henry's Will, as "twas 
made in Conſequence of an Act of 
Parliament, which had never been 
repeal'd. And in this Will the 
Deſcendants of Margaret were 
not expreſsly named at all ; and as 
far as they might, be underſtood, 
were placed laſt in the Succeſſion. 
And as to the Deſcendants of Mary, 
tho' named in the Will, they were 
ſet after Elizabeth; and fo could 
have no Right to come in before 
the Queen of Scots, but what Hen- 
ry's Will gave them, which Will 


was equally in favour of Elizabeth's. 


coming before them, notwithitand- 
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Ing her having been declared ille- 
gitimate, as well as her Siſter Mary, 
who ſucceeded by Virtue of the ſame 
Will. Upon this Foot then there 
could be no Diſpute : And as Mary 

neen of Scots was married to the 

auphin of France, the Parliament 
might well fear that the Coaſequence 
of her ſucceeding to the Crown of 
England would be its becoming a 
Province to France. Beſides, ſhe was 
as bigotted a Papiſt as the late Queen 


Mary of England; and the Parlia- 


ment as well as the Nation in gene- 
ral were grown pretty fick of the 
late Cruelties on account of Religi- 
on, and might juſtly fear the Return 
of thoſe Barbarities, in caſe the 
Queen of Scotland ſhould become 
Queen of England. Add to this, 
that the Majority of the Lords, if 
not of the Commons, ſeem to have 
wiſhed well to the Reformation, 
tho' they diſſembled in the Reign of 
Mary; and perhaps were afraid, if 
Popery ſhould continue, that they 
ſhould be obliged, one Time or 
other, to reſtore the rich Abbey- 
Lands they were poſleſs'd of: And 
thoſe who were real Friends to the 
Papal Religion mi. ht hope, that 
Elizabeth would, at leaſt, favour 
them, as ſhe thought fit, if we may 
believe Camden, to be a Conformiſt 
during her Siſter's Reign. Be this 
as it will, the Houſe of Lords firſt, 
and then the Commons, unani- 
mouſly declar'd for E/zzabeth, who 
was thereupon proclaim'd Queen of 
England, France and Ireland. She 
was then at Hatfeld, and upon her 
zeceiving the agreeable News, ſhe 
came up to London, attended by a 
numerous Train of Lords and La- 
dies, and was received every where 
with the loud and joyful Acclama- 
tions of infinite Crowds of People. 
Queen Elizabeth began her Reign 
at 25 Years of Age, and in the 
Courle of it ſhew'd the moſt con- 


ſummate Policy and Skill in Govern- 


Went, acquiring, upon the Whole, 
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the Character of a great and glorious 
aeen. As to her Perſon, ſhe was 


tolerably handſome, her Mien grand, 


noble and majeſtick. But what ſhe 
15 moſt to be admir'd for are che 
Endowments of her Mind, her ſolid 
Judgment, her great Capacity, her 
deep Penetration; all which ſhe dif. 
cover'd in the Choice of her Mini- 
ſters, in the prudent and frugal Ma- 
nagement of her Revenues, in a 
thorough Knowledge of the Inte- 
reſts, Views, and Intrigues of foreign 
States, and taking her Meaſures ac- 
cordingly, for her own Safety and 
the Peace and Proſperity of her Peo- 

le; and above all, in taking Care, 

y her affable and engaging rt- 
ment, to reign in the Hearts of her 
Subjects, and preſerve their Aﬀec- 
tion, as ſhe knew that to be the beſt 
Means of preſerving her Crown, and 
making it fit eaſy upon her Head. 
After all, it muſt be allow'd, that 
Queen Flizabeth had ſome Faults, 
and was guilty of ſome Severities 
which can hardly be excuſed, unlcſs 


| ſhe thought them neceſſary to the 


Safety of her Perſon, and the Peace 
of her Kingdoms ; wherein too ſhe 
might poſſibly be miſtaken. How- 
ever, theſe Faults were greatly out- 
weigh'd by her Virtues. And if we 
conſider, that ſhe had for Enemies, 
France and Spain, the Pope, and all 
the Catholick Powers, who deny'd 
her Title; that the Queen of Scor- 
land was ſupported by all thoſe Pow- 
ers, in her Pretenſions to her Crown; 
that her own Roman-Catholick Sub- 
jets wiſh'd to have her dcthron- 
ed, and were often in Plots for that 
Purpoſe, in which they were en— 
courag'd by foreign Powers; tht 
the Jriſs, who were ſtrongly attach'd 
to the Pope, were . rebellious, and 
occaſion'd many inteſtine Commoti- 
ons in that Kingdom: And yet that 
in the Midſt of all ſhe, without an 
Allies, ſupported herſelf and! a long 
. 


and glorious Reign: defeat les 
C- 


projects of her Enemies, and kept the 
Crown unſhaken on her —_ to 1 
rely by her icy, an 
T7 Fection, ol and Loyalty of 
her faithful Subjects, whom by her 
wiſe Behaviour ſhe attach'd firmly to 
her Intereſt; I ſay, if we conſider 
all theſe Things, bs vaſt and ſur 
prizing Abilities will evidently ap- 
pear. After theſe general Reflecti- 
ons, I ſhall now proceed to give 
ſome Account of the chief Tranſ- 
actions and Occurrences in the long 
Reign of this renowned Queen. 
After diſpatching Ambaſſadors to 
foreign Courts to notify her Acceſ- 
ſion, the Queen form'd her Council, 
in which ſhe continu'd 13 that had 
been Counſellors to the late Queen, 
all Roman-Catholicks. To theſe 
ſhe added 8 more, who were all as 
zealous Proteſtants: Among whom 
were Francis Ruſſe! Earl of Bedferd, 
Sir William Cecil, and Sir Nicholas 
Bacon, who was made Keeper of 
the Great Seal. With 4 and 
ſome others of the Proteſtant Coun- 
ſellors ſhe held ſecret Conſultations, 
how to reſtore the Reformed Reli- 
gion in England. Before this was 
done, King Philip of Spain offer'd 
her Marriage, which tho' ſhe was 
relolv'd againſt, as being his Siſter- 
in-Law, as well as on other Ac- 
counts, yet ſhe would not give a 
peremptory Denial, but kept him in 
Suſpenſe, becauſe it was not her 
Intereſt to break with him at pre- 
ſent. But when once ſhe had eſtab- 
liſh'd the Reformation, there was 
an End of the Affair, and Philip, 
of her Friend, became her Enemy. 
What made the Reſtoring of the 
Reformation the eafier was this, 
that tho' the Kingdom appear'd 
wholly Popiſh, it was not really ſo; 
but the Majority had been com- 
pell'd to put on the outward Pro- 


i ſeſſon by the Severity of the Laws, 


Which they would be glad to quit 
when they could do it with Safety. 
The Methods taken for this Purpoſe 


IZABETH. 


were, to remove all the zealous Ca- 
tholicks from the Council, and from 


all Poſts of Authority, and to turn 


out the Popiſh Magiſtrates of Coun- 
ties and Corporations, and put Pro- 
teſtants in their Room, in order to 
have ſuch Members choſen and re- 
turn'd to ſerve in Parliament, as 
ſhould favour the Reformation. 
And before they met, the Queen 
ſhew'd her Intentions, by publiſhing 
a Proclamation; allowing Divine Ser- 
vice to be perform'd, and the Holy 
Scriptures to be read, in the vulgar 
Tongue. 

The Queen was crown'd on the 


t5th of Zan. 1559, by Oglethorpe 


Biſhop of Carliſle, all the reſt 
the Biſhops refuſing to be concern'd 
in the Office, becauſe they already 
ifaw Elizabeth's Averſion to the 
Church of Rome. About, ten Days 
after, the Parliament met, who re- 
ſtor'd the Firff Fruits and Tenths to 
the Crown, appointed publick Wor- 
ſhip to be perform'd in the vulgar 
Tongue, and reſtor'd the Queen to 
her Right of Supremacy in all 
Cauſes Reclefaftical as well as Civil, 
empowering her to put the Exerciſe 
of it into what Hands the pleaſed ; 
which gave Riſe to a new Court; 
call'd the High-Commiſſion-Court, in 
which ſeveral Commiſſioners had 
the ſame Power that Cromwel! had 
as Vicegrent in the Reign of Heu- 
ry VIII.” They alſo renew'd and 
confirm'd all the Acts of EA. 
award VI. concerning Religion, paſſ- 
ed the famous Act of Uniformity, 
and by another Act ſuppreſs'd all 
the Religious Houſes which Mary 
had founded, and gave their Lands 
and Revenues to the Crown. To 
finiſh at once, what I would ſay on 
this Subject, I ſhall add, that in 
1563, an Act paſs'd againſt holding 
and maintaining the Authority of 
the Biſhop of Reme, and another 
to eſtabli and confirm the Queen's 
Supremacy in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs: 
S 2 And 
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And the Articles of the Church of 
England, as they ſtand at this Day, 
were ſettled by the Convocation. 
Thus the Reformation, which, with 
ſeveral Interruptions, had been car- 
Tying on above zo Years, was at 
laſt firmly eſtabliſhed : But the Act 
of Uniformity, and the Subſcripti- 
ons that were requir'd, occafion'd 
Diviſions among the Proteſtants 
themſelves, which in Time produc'd 
fatal Conſequences ; thoſe who were 
afterwards called Puritans, cont nd- 
ing for a farther Reformation, whilſt 
the others were as ſtifily againſt it; 
tho' the former ſeemed to be as 
much for Uniformity and Sabicrip- 
tions in their own Way, as their 
Antagoniſts were in theirs. And 
from the Miſchiefs that thefe Con- 
tentions prodag'd, we may fee the 
Reaſonableneſs And Neceſſity of a 
we Toleration. Tis obſerv'd, 
that of 9, 400 beneficed Clergymen 


in Zrng/ard, only 14 Bifhops, 12 


Archdeacons, 15 Head? of Colleges, 
and about 80 of the Parochial Cler- 
2 refus'd to comply with the Re- 

rmation, who were tum'd out, 
and their Places fill'd by Proteſtants. 

What tended very much to the 
Safety of Queen Eligabeth and her 
Government, and ſecur'd her from 
the Attempts of foreign Powers, was 
rieir having their Hands full with 
the inteſtine Broils of their own 
Sub ects. 'iheſe Troubles ſhe po- 
Iitickly promoted as much as the 
could, aud made her Advantage of 
them. As they were chiefly on 
account of Religion, the afuſted the 
, oteſtants in Scotland, France, and 


the Lou-GHuntrits, againſt their re- 


active Sovereigns, or the govern- 
mpg Party, by whom they had been 
er. elly oppteſs'd and perſecuted. 
Tie Reiormatioa had prevail'd 
preatly in Scotland, and the Fro- 
U Pants there had enter'd into an 
Hociation, with Tames Stuart, 
or of St. Andries, their Queen“ 
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Baſtard Brother, at their Head, to 
ſand up in their own Defence a- 
ainſt the Roman-Catholicks, who 

d the Government in their IIands, 
and were ſupported by France. 'The 
Queen of Scots and the Dauphin 
her Huſband had, by Order of 
Henry II. of France, taken the Arms 
of England, with the Title of 80 


vereigns of that Kingdom, and con- 


tinued to do ſo, after the Dauphin, 
by the Death of his Father, became 
King of France, by the Name of 
Francis II. when the Duke of C 
and Cardinal of Lorrain, the (Queen's 
Uncles, govern'd all in France. This 
rais d the Jealouſy of Queen /. 
zabeth, who from that Lime look'd 
upon Mary, Queen of Scotland, as 
a dangerous Rival, eſpecially as ic 
was ſupported by the French, who 
had ſent Forces into Scotland, in 
order to ſubdue the Proteſtant Party, 
and then to turn their Arms againlt 
England, to dethrone Elizabeth and 
ſet up Mary in her Room. Thi: 
induc'd Queen E/:zabeth, in 15060, 
to enter into a Treaty with the 
Scotch Malecontents, in purſuance 
of which ſhe ſent an Army into 
Scotland, in order to break the 
Meaſures of her Enemies; which. 
had the deſir'd Succeſs. For the 
ſame Purpoſe ſhe ſome Time after 
aſſiſted the Haguenots in France, (as 
the Proteſtants were there call'd) a 
gamit their Enemies the Papiſts, 
who by the Inſtigation of the G2 
had commenc'd a violent Perſecu 
ton againſt them, and brought 
them to the Neceſſity of taking 
Arms. By theſe Means Queen Eli 
zZab.th kept both France and Scot. 
land 10 employ'd, that they could 
find no Opportunity to put the! 
Schemes of dethromng her in Lx- 
ecution. 2 

Robert Dude, Son to the late 
Duke of Worthuuberlaud, was now 
a great Favourite at Court. The 
Arcen ſome Time after made him 
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Earl of Leiceſter; tho“ he had ſo 
little Merit, that tas hard to ac- 
count for the Aſcendant he had 
over her. At the ſame Time Sir 
William Cecil, Secretary of State, 
a Man of vaſt Abilities, of great 
Integrity and deep Penetration, was 
Firſt-Miniſter for the Affairs of the 
Government. The 3 after- 
wards created him Lord Burleigh 
and made him Lord High- Treaſurer, 


and he continued a faithful Servant 


to her Majeſty till his Death, which 
happened not till man V ears after. 

Mary, upon the Death of her 
Huſband Francis II. who was ſuc- 
ceeded by his Brother CHarlis IX. 
left France, and arriv'd in Scotland 
in 1561. She now, by the Advice of 
the Guiſes her Uncles, till they 
ſhould have a better Opportunity to 
at in her Favour, quitted the Title 
and Arms of Queen of England; 
but this did not ſatisfy EIixabeth, 
who inſiſted upon her declaring 
ſhe had no Right ever to take 
them, and upon her ratifying the 
Treaty of Edinburgh, whereby the 
was to promiſe never to reſume 
them: Which Mary refuſed to do, 
and this was the Source of a per- 
petual Difference and Animoſity be- 
tween the two Queens. Before 
Mary's Arrival, the States of Scor- 
land, who met by Vartue of a 
Patent from her to Janes Stuart, 
ſoon after made Earl of Murray, 
had eſtabliſh'd the Proteſtant Re- 
ligion in that Kingdom; after which, 
by their Order, the Monaſterics 
were all demoliſhed. 

The Pope, not yet quite out of 
Hopes of reclaiming Elizabeth, was 
deſirous, about this Time, to ſend a 
Nuncio into England. He was 
actually arriv'd in Flanders, and 
demanded Permiſſion to continue his 
Journey to England, but could ne- 
ver obtain it; the Queen ſaying, ſhe 
had nothing to do with the Pope, 
Who had no more Authority than 
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other Biſhops. After this, being well 
aſſur'd, that the Pope would ſpare 
no Pains to give her Diſturbance 
from all Quarters, both at home 
and abroad, ſhe took the wiſeſt 
Precautions for her Safety, keep- 
ing a good Fleet always in Rea- 
dineſs againſt any Invaſion, and 
ſecuring more and more the Af- 
fections of her Subjects, which ſhe 
look'd upon as her only Support. 

In 1563, the Queen of Scots had 
the Satisfaction” of being deliver'd 
from one Rival, by the Death of 
Frances Brandon Ducheſs of Suffolk, 
Grandaughter to Hezry VII. who, 
as has been faid, was plac'd next af- 
ter Elixabeth in Henry VIII's Will. 

The Year following, Queen E77- 
zabcth viſited the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, where ſhe was very mag- 
nificently receiv'd, and expreſs d 
her Satisfaction in an elegant Latin 
Speech, of which Go ſhe was 
perfect Miſtreſs. © Shortly after, ſhe 
viſited the Univerſity of Oxford, 
was receiv'd in the tame Manner, 
and made the ſame Return. 

In 1565, the Queen of Scotland 
married Henry Stuart, Lord Darn- 
J, Son to the Counteſs of Lenox, 
Daughter of Margaret Queen of 
Scotland by her ſecond Huſband the 
Karl of Angus; by which Means ſhe 
united the Title of that Family to 
tie Crown of England with her 
own. After this Marriage there 
was nothing but Confuſion in Scor- 
land. Daruli Was A Catholick, 
and Murray and ſeveral other Lords 
were againſt the Match, as fearing 
it wouid endanger the Reformation, 
as well as on their own private Ac- 
counts, The Queen about this Time 
was more than ordinarily attach'd to 
one Dawid Rizz?, Son to a Mu- 
fician of /urin, who had fo inſinu- 
ated himſelf into her Favour, as to 
become, in a Manner, Prime-Mant-- 
iter; and,if we believe Buchanan, ſhe 
was guilty of ſcandalous Famiharities 
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with him. However that be, the 
King her Huſband grew jealous of 
him, This Jealouſy was increas'd 
by the Averſion the Queen, on all 
Occaſions, ſhew'd him, ſoon after 
the Marriage; and the Sway Rizzo 
bore in her Affection, fill'd ſeveral 
of the Nobles with ＋ 4-75 
This ended in the Murder of Rizzo, 
by Order of the oy in 1566. 
T he Lord Ruthven, Douglas and 
others, ruſhing into the Queen's 
Chamber, fell upon him and kill'd 
him in her Preſence, when ſhe was 
five Months gone with Child. She 
was kept under a Guard for ſome 
Time, but put on ſuch an artful 
Fondneſs for her Huſband, that ſhe 
found Means to regain her Freedom 
and reſume her Authority; after 
which ſhe expreſs'd a greater An- 
tipathy to the King her Huſband 
than before, and took all Occaſions 
to mortify him. She could not 
bear 'the Sight of him, and fled 
from his Company; ſo much had 
Rizzo's Murder increas'd her Aver- 
ſion. And now the Earl of Bozh- 
vel] began to have the ſame Place 
in her Heart that Rizzo had before, 
and became as great a Favourite, 
and as abſolute at Court; whilſt 
the King was entirely neglected, 
and once had Poiſon - given him, 
Which however had not the Effect 
his Enemies deſir'd : But ſoon after, 
at the Beginning of the Year 1567, 
he was murder'd in his Bed by 
BothwwelPs Procurement, the _ 
alſo herſelf being ſtrongly ſuſpec- 
ted to be privy to the Crime; and 
what ſtrengthen'd this Suſpicion was 


her marrying Bothavill/ in a ſhort 


Time after, whom all the World 
charg' d with this Murder. 
I ſhall juſt obſerve, that between 
s the Murder of Rizzo and that of 
the King, June 15, 1566, Queen 
Mary 7%. "ooh t - bed dr a 
rince, named James, who was af⸗ 
grwaxds our King James I. when 


he had been for * 7 
of Scotland. EN ED =Q 
Plots had been continually carry. 
ing on in England in Favour of 
ary, which had even infected the 
two Houſes of Parliament, who 
ſtrongly preſs'd Queen Elizahe', 
either to marry, or to name her 
Succeſſor, having a View to the 
Queen of Scots, tho' they did not 
ſpeak out. But ſhe would do nei- 
ther the one nor the other. It 
ſeems ſhe was always reſolv'd not 
to marry, tho* ſhe was courted by 
almoſt all the young Princes in 
Europe, and fed them with Hopes, 
only to make her own Advantage 
whilſt ſuch Negotiations were on 
foot. And ſhe would never make 
the Queen of Scots her Heir, left 
her Party in England, which was 
already ftrong,ſhould become ſtrong- 
er, and ſhe ſhould be expoſed to 
the Mortification of ſeeing her Sub- 
jects adore the Riſing-Sun. This 
Affair, however, might have given 
her great Uneaſineſs, if the Queen 
of Scots had not loſt her felt by 
her late ſhameful ConduR, and 
evidently leflen'd her Party in Exg- 
266 | 
The Murder of the King, and the 
Queen's Marriage with Bothell, 
produc'd great Alterations in Scot- 
land. The Earls of Argyll, Mor- 
ton, Marr, Athol, Glencairn and 0- 
thers, enter'd into a Confederacy 
to bring the Murderers to Juſtice, 
and diffolve the Queen's Marriage. 
They rais'd Forces, and Edinburgh 
declar'd for them. The Queen and 
Bothavell retir'd to Dunbar, and 
levy'd ſome Troops in order to 
oppoſe the Confederates. But they 
not appearing hearty, and many 
deſerting, the Queen had no other 
Way, than to capitulate with the 
confederate Lords, and put herſelf 
into their Hands, who conducted 
her to Edinburgh and ſet a Guard 


over her: And upon diſcovering - 
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that the fill kept a Correſpondence 
with Bothell by Letters, they 
confin'd her in Loch/ewven-Caftle. 
Bothwell, after this, finding there was 
no Safety for him in Scotland, retir d 
to the Ordneys and turn'd Pirate, 
| = and afterward eſcap'd to Denmark, 
= where he was impriſon'd, and liv'd 
in great Miſery for ſome Years, 
which at length turn'd his Brains, 
Soon after the Queen's Impriſon- 
ment, the Confederates oblig'd her 
to reſign her Crown to her Son, 
who was but about a Year old, and 
the Earl of Murray was appointed 
Regent. But quickly a ſtrong Party 
was form'd againſt him in order to 
* reſtore the Queen, who had eſcap'd 
from her Confinement. Forces were 
| 
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rais'd on both Sides; but the Regent, 

with a much inferior Number, in 
y © 1568, defeated the Queen's in the 
0 © Battle of G/aſgow, and forced her 


- to fly into England, where Queen 
Is Elizabeth kept her a Priſoner many 
n Years, and from whence ſhe never 
n return d. The Troubles in Scotland 
7 ſtill continued, of which I ſhall 0 
d no more, but that the politic 
9 Queen of England avail'd her ſelf 
of them all: And after Murray's 
* Murder, when her Enemies there 
l, attempted a Union among the Scots, 
t- in order to act againſt her with the 
1 Aſſiſtance of foreign Forces, ſhe 
0- artfully fomented their Differences, 
cy and ſo broke all their Meaſures. 
e, Tho' afterwards, when Mary's Par- 
e. 2 was ſufficiently weakened, and 
gh rance was endeavouring to keep 
nd up the Differences in Scotland, Eli- 
nd zabeth thought it her Intereſt to 
to compoſe them; in which ſhe happi- 
ey ly ſucceeded. a | 
ny The Perſecution of the Proteſtants 
ler in the Low-Ceuntries under the 
he Duke of Alva, whom the King of 
elf = pain had ſent with an Army againſt 
(ed © | them, occaſion'd ſeveral Flemiſh Fa- 
ud milies to fly for Refuge to Exgland. 


Queen Elizabeth ſettled them at 


Perſecution was rekindled againſt 


feſs'd Proteſtant, might at firit in- 


263 
Norwich, Colchefler , Sandwich, 
nd ſeveral other Places + which 
turned greatly to the Advantage 
of the Nation, they being the fr.}, 
who brought hither, the Art of 
making Bays and Says, and other 
Linen and Woollen Cloths of the 
like Sort. At the ſame 'Time the 


the Huguenots in France, the two 
Courts of France and Spain having 
2 at the famous Interview of 

ayonne, to uſe their joint Endea- 
vours to extirpate Hereticks. Queen 
Elizabeth, not doubting but when 
they had accompliſh'd their Ends 
in their own Dominions, they would 
turn their Arms againſt her, aſſiſted 
the Huguenots again, as ſhe had done 
before. And how ſhe aſſiſted the 
Hellanders in throwing off the Spa- 
ni/h Yoke, will be ſeen in its proper 
Place. 

At the Beginning of the Year 
1569, ſeveral great Men, of the 
Queen's Council, who were Friends 
to the Queen of Scots, and wanted 
either to have her on the Throne, 
or declar'd Elizabeth's preſumptive 
Heir, conſpir'd to get Secretary 
Cecil remov'd, whom they knew to 
be an Enemy to all ſuch Deſigns, 
and to be heartily in his Miſtreſs's 
Intereſt. But E/izabeth knowin 
the Fidelity of her Minifter, flenc'l 
his Enemies, and effectually diſ- 
courag'd their Attempts, Soon af- 
ter, the Duke of Norfo/4, who had 
been in great Favour with the 
Queen, but was one of thoſe con- 
cern'd in the Plot againſt Cecil, fell 
under her Diſpleaſure, and was ſent 
to the Toxwer, for having carried on 
an Intrigue for marrying the Queen 
of Scots. This Project was favour'd 
by all the Malecontents, Sticklers 
for that Queen, who certainly car- 
ried their Views fartner than the 
Duke of Norfolk, Who vas a pro- 


tend; tho? after 
8 4 


it is probable/, 


eren 


he gave them Hopes of complying 
with- their whole Deſign, which 
was to ſet the Queen of Scots on 
the Throne of England, and to re- 
ſtore the Popiſh Religion. This 
appears by the Rebellion, which 
broke out about the ſame Time 
in the North, under the Earls of 
Northumberland and Weſtmoreland, 
and Dacres a Northern Gentleman ; 
who among other Things in their 
Manifeſto ſay, that their Deſign in 
taking Arms was to re/tore the Re- 
ligion of their Forefathers. Beſides, 
they burnt the Eng/i/> Bibles and 
Common-Prayer Books, and faid 
Maſs publickly. Queen Elizabeth, 
by her good Policy and timely Pre- 
tions ſuppreſs d this Rebellion, 
— before, for the greater Secu- 
rity, remov'd the Queen of Scots 
from Tutbury-Caftle in Staffordſpire, 
to Coventry. Several of the Rebels 
were hing'd, ſome out-law'd, and 
the reſt pardon'd. The Earl of 
Weſtmoreland and Dacres eſcap'd in- 
to Flanders; and the Earl of North- 
umberland, after having conceal'd 
himſelf for ſome Time in Scotland, 
was firſt ſeiz'd and imprifon'd b 
the Earl of Murray, and e 
deliver'd to Queen E/izabeth, by the 
Earl of Morton, and beheaded. The 
Duke of Norfolk had been releas'd 
out of the Tower, upon his pro- 
miſing to think no more of marry- 
ing the Queen of Scots. But ſome 
Time after, having reſum'd that 
Project, and engag'd deeper in the 
Plot againſt Elizabeth and her Go- 
vernment, having held a Corre- 
ſpondence not only with the Scorch 
— but with the Biſhop of Ro 
her Ambaſſador, the French and 
Spanio Ambaſſadors, and even with 
Ridolpho, who was privately the 
Pope's Agent in England for railing 


a"Rebellion againſt the Queen; he 


was again apprehended, and re- 
committed to the Tower, and loſt 
hes Head on a Scaffold in 1572. 


Theſe and many other Plots, for 
which the Queen of Scots and the 
freeing her from her Confinement 
was made a Handle, and which ſhe 
her ſelf encourag'd as much as ſhe 
could, furniſh'd Queen El:izal-:/, 
with farther Reaſons for detairin 
her till a Priſoner. For if ſhe could 
give her ſo much Trouble in her 
preſent Situation, ſhe was likely to 
occaſion more, if ſhe were at Liberty, 
and at the Head of her Party in Sc-7- 
land and England. The many Con- 
ſpiracies againſt the Queen, occation- 
ed the Parliament to paſs*ſome ſevere 
Acts againſt the Catholicks, for 
the Safety of the Queen's Perſon, 
the Defence of her Title, and 
the Security of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion. 

The Year 1571 paſs'd chiefly in 
Negotiations for a Marriage be- 
tween Queen Elizabeth and the 
Duke of Arjou, ſecond Son to Ca- 
tharine de Medicis, and Brother to 
Charles IX. King of France. Both 
Charles and Elizabeth found their 
Account in this Negotiation, tho 
neither of them intended it ſhould 
take Effect. Charles's Deſign was 
to amuſe E/izabeth and all the Pro- 
teſtants, particularly the Huguenv!:, 
with whom he had made a perfidi- 
ous Peace till he had drawn them 
into the Snare, in order to deſtroy 
them by Treachery, when he found 
it difficult to do it by open Force ; 
which accordingly happened the 
next Year in the Maſſacre of St. 
Bartholomew, in which Admiral 
Chatillon, and all thoſe Huguenots 
who had been drawn to Court un- 
der Pretence of celebrating the 
Nuptials of the King of Navarre 
with Charles's Siſter, were inhuman- 
ly butcher'd ; tho' there were ſtill 
enough left to occaſion him further 
Trouble; Queen E/izabeth enter d 
into the Negotiation of the Match 
to pleaſe her Miniſters, who were 
continually preſſing her to marr), 
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in order to cut of all Hopes from the 


Queen of Scots: Beſides, whilſt her 


Enemies believ'd the Marriage was 
going to be concluded, they would 
of Courſe be diſheartned. And ſhe 
diſſembled ſo well in this Affair, 
that even Cecil himſelf, who was 
now Lord Burleigh, _ for 
ſome Time ſhe was in earneſt. But 
it was at laſt broke off on account 
of Religion, which was always 
Elizabeth's laſt Reſort for breaking 
off Treaties of this Kind. However, 
this did not hinder a defenſive 
League being concluded between the 
two Crowns, from which E/izabeth 
hoped to draw ſome Advantage for 
her own Safety, tho' the perhdious 
Court of France intended no ſuch 
Thing, but only farther to amuſe 
the 1 for *twas ſoon after 
the Concluſion of this Alliance that 
the barbarous Maſſacre above men- 
tion'd happened. Nevertheleſs, 
even after this, the higheſt Pro- 
teſtations of Friendſhip paſs'd be- 
tween the two Courts, Charles be- 
ing afraid of the Queen of Eng- 
land's aſſiſting the Huguenots, and 
ſhe being willing to gain Time, 
that ſhe might penetrate farther 
into the Deſigns of her Enemies; 
ſo that the Huguenots could not tell 
what to make of their good Pro- 
tectreſs, who had even gone ſo ſar 
as to ſtand Godmother to Charles's 


new- born ** after the Maſ- 


ſacre of St. Bartholomew ; which 
might make one believe, that her 
Zeàl for the Proteſtant Religion 
was always ſubordinate to her pri- 


vate Intereſt. Tho' this muſt be 


obſery'd, that ordered her Am- 
baſſador, who was to repreſent her, 
not to be preſent at the Ma in the 
Ceremony of the Chriſtening ; and if 
t ſhould be inſiſted on, to get the 
Queen of Navarre to ſtand in his 
Room. And tho” ſhe did not 
oy aſſiſt the Huguenots in Ro- 
chelle, yet ſhe conniv'd at her Sub- 
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jects doing it at their own Expence. 


She knew there was no Sincerity in 
Charles's Pretenſions of Friendſhip ; 
but to keep him at Bay, ſhe re- 
ſolv'd to match him in Diſſimula- 
tion, and at the ſame Time made 
all the neceſſary Preparations for 
her Defence. Charles died ſoon 
after, and was ſucceeded by his 
Brother the Duke of Anjou, by the 
Name of Henry III. who alfo car- 
ried on Hoſtilities againſt the Hu- 
guenots, at the ſame Time chat he 
preſs'd Queen Elizabeth to renew 
the League between the two 
Crowns; which ſhe did, but under- 
hand ſupply'd the Prince of Conde 
with Money for the Huguenots. 
Some Time after, another Nego- 
tiation was carried on for a Mar- 
riage between her and the Duke 
of Al:ngg-, now Duke of Anjou, 
Henry's Brother, which went mach 
farther than the former, even to 
the Signing of the Marriage Arti- 
cles, and the Duke came over in 
Perſon, and was received by her 
in ſuch a Manner, that every body 
thought the Match as good as 
concluded ; but by and by it was 
all broke off on a ſudden, as the 
other had been. Her Conduct in 
this Aﬀair was ſomewhat unac- 
countable. *'Tis moſt likely *twas 
purely the Effect of her Policy; tho” 
one Stubbs had his right Hand cut 
off on a Scaffold for writing againſt 
the Marriage; when he pulled off 
his Hat with his left, and cry'd, 
God ſa ue the Queen 

The Oppreſſions of the Sparz- 
ard in the Low-Countries, had for 
ſome Time occafion'd great Con- 
fuſions there. Philip was not only 
bent upon extirpating the Pro- 
teſtants in thoſe Parts, but upon 
ſuppreſſing all the antient Rights 
and Privileges of thoſe Proviuces, 
and governing them by his own 
abſolute Will and Pleaſure. The 
Duke of Ava with his Army of 


Spaniards 


wed 
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S paniardi committed exceſſive Cruel- 
ties, and had introduc'd the Inqui- 
fition, ſo odious to all the Inhabi- 
tants, Papiſts as well as Proteſtants. 
This forced them at laſt to enter 
into a Confed „ and take Arms 
for the Defence of their Liberties ; 
and Queen Elizabeth thought it 
Policy to aſſiſt them botk with 

en and Money, ſince it was well 
known, that when once thoſe Pro- 
vinces were reduc'd to Obedience, 
and the Reformation there entirely 
ſuppreſſed, the Deſign was to invade 
England, dethrone the Queen, and 
reſtore the Popiſh Religion. She be- 
therefore to aid the oppreſſed 
States in 1577, when ſhe lent them 
100,000 J. Sterling to enable them 
to carry on the War. Next Year 
ſeveral Companies of Voluntiers 
were formed in England, who went 
over to ſerve the States with the 
Queen's Approbation. Some Years 
after ſhe ſent over a good Body of 
Engliſh Forces under the Earl of 
Leiceſter; but he making a bad Uſe 
of the Power the States had intruſted 
him with, and ſoon diſcovering his 
Ambition to ſet himſelf up as So- 
vereign of the Low-Countrics, gave 
great Offence to the States. Upon 
Which the Queen recall'd him, and 


appointed the Lord Willoughby, Ge- 


neral of the E-g/; Forces in his 
Room. In ſhort, from Maxims of 
= Policy, ſhe continued to ſupport 

them to the laſt; and this War, 
= chiefly under the Conduct of the 
brave Princes of Orange, ended in 
a total Revolt of ſeven of theſe 


Provinces from the Dominion of 


Spain; Which now make the moſt 
conſiderable Republick in the World: 
And to this, Queen Elizabeth, by 
her Aſſiſtance, contributed not a 
little. | 79 
Things were come to that Paſs 
in France, that it became agreea- 
ble to Queen Elixabetb's Policy, 
openly to aſſiſt the Huguenots again. 
27 * * 


A League had been form' d again 
them by the Catholicks in the Reign 
of Henry III. who himſelf had ap. 
prov'd of it, and ſwore to do his 
utmoſt to extirpate them. But he 
being a weak and indolent Prince, 
and having no Child, the Duke of 
Guiſe, who was at the Head of the 
Catholicks, form'd a powerful Par- 
in order to raiſe himſelf to the 
hrone, either before or after He- 
ry's Death. He afſum'd ſuch an 
exorbitant Power, that Henry was 
no more than the Shadow of a 
King, who therefore hated him, 
and made uſe of Henry of Bourbor, 
King of Nawvarre, firſt Prince of 
the Blood of ' France, who was at 
the Head of the Huguenots, and 
whoſe Title to the Crown he ſup- 
ported, to oppoſe the Duke's Mea- 
ſures, who had made a League 
with Spain, and brought the 55a. 
niards into France to i 2 him 
againſt the Huguenots, and aſſiſt him 
to mount the Throne. Henry III. 
got him and his Brother aſſaſſinated, 
upon which the League and the 
City of Paris declar'd againſt him; 
and whilſt he was beſieging that 
Place, he was kill'd by one Clement 
a Facobine Friar, who ſtabb'd him 
in the Belly. The King of Navarre: 
ſucceeded him, by the Name of 
Henry IV. Elizabeth aſſiſted him 
and the Huguenots, both before and 
after his Acceſſion to the Crown o 
France; but finding the Prieſts and 
Monks and all the Roman-Catho- 
licks ſo ſtrong a Party againſt him, 
he thought Be to change his Re- 
ligion in order to preſerve his 
Crown. Upon which Queen Elisa 
beth remonſtrated to him, in a very 
pathetick Letter ſhe wrote him on 
that Occaſion. 

It was not without Reaſon, that 
Queen Elizabeth aſſiſted the Pro- 
teſtants in France and the Nec her- 
lands, as ſhe thereby kept her Ene- 
mies employ'd, and hinder'd _ 
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form executing their Projects againſt 
England. The Po had excom- 
municated her, and abſolv'd her 
Subjects from their Allegiance. The 
King of Spain and Duke of Guiſe 
were in a League with the Pope, 
to invade England, dethrone the 
Queen, and ſet up the Queen of Scozs 
in her Room. In the mean Time, 
many Plots were ſet on foot by 
the Popiſh Emiſſaries, to take 
away her Life; for which ſeveral 
Prieſts, Jeſuits and others were ex- 
ecuted. A Body of Spaniards and 
Tralians were landed in Jreland, to 
drive the Eng/i/b out of that King- 
dom; but this had no Effect, thro” 
the Vigilance of the Earl of Or- 
mand. The Queen being thus 
threaten'd from all Quarters, a ge- 
neral Aſſociation was formed in 
England, to proſecute to the Death 
ſuch as ſhould attempt. any Thing 
againſt her Perſon and Government. 

he Parliament approv'd and con- 
firm'd this Aſſociation, and paſs'd 
a ſevere Act againſt Popiſh Prieſts 
and Jeſuits, whereby they were re- 
quir'd to depart the Kingdom, and 
if any return'd, they were to be 


| guilty of High-Treaſon, and thoſe 


who harbour'd them, of Felony. 
A little after, the Queen made an 
Alliance with the King of Scotland, 
for their mutual Defence, and the 
Security of the Proteſtant Religion. 
To be beforehand with the Kin 

of Spain, Queen Elizabeth reſoly'd 
to carry War into America. Ac- 
cordingly in 1585, ſhe ſent thither 
a Fleet under Sir Francis Drake, 
(who ſome Time before had made 
a Voyage round the World) with 
a Body of Land- Forces under Chri/- 
topher Carlifle. 'T hey took St. Jago, 
one of the Cape de Verde lands, 
t. Domingo and Carthagena, burnt 
dr. Antonio and St. Helena in Florida, 
and return'd Home with a large 
Booty. Ralph Lane, whom Sir Wal- 


ter Raleigh had lett in Virginia, 


* 
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came home with this Fleet, and 
was the firſt that brought Tobacco 


into England, This Year died the 


learned and ingenious Sir Philis 
Sidney, of a Wound he received in 
a Battle in the Loæu- Countries. | 
The Queen of Scots was the 
Occaſion of continual Uneaſi- 
neſs to Elizabeth, Her pretended 
Title to the Crown was always 
made a Handle of by Elzabeth's 
Enemies both at home and abroad, 
for all their Plots and Conſpiracies, 
to deſtroy her in order to 7A Mary 
on the Throne; but their principal 
View in this, was by her Means to 
reſtore the Roman-Catholick Reli- 
ion, both in England and Scotland. 
t. is no Wonder therefore, fince 
Mary's Advancement to the 'Throne 
could not be brought about but by 
the Deſtruction of Elizabeth, that 
ſhe ſhould reſolve at laſt to ſacri- 
fice her to her own Safety, and 
ſhould be glad of ſome plauſible 
Pretence for that Purpoſe. This 
Mary herſelf, by her Indiſcretion, 
and the Zeal and Officiouſneſs of 
her Friends, furniſh'd her with. 
That both ſhe and her Friends 
ſhould be ſtill contriving Means for 
her Liberty, was not ſtrange; but 
they always join'd with this nat 
only 
Throne of Scotland, but placin 
her on that of England, to which 
they pretended ſhe had a better 
Right than Elizabeth, This was 
the Pretence for all the Plots a- 
gainſt her, by the Pope, the Kin 
of Spain, the Houſe of Guiſe, an 
the /i/>, Scotch and Englih Ca- 
tholicks ; in which Mary had too 
plainly ſhew'd her ſelf to be an 
Accomplice. This was particularly 
the Caſe of the Plot in 1 586, call'd 


Babington's Conſpiracy, becauſe he, 


with ſeveral Popiſh Prieſts from the 
Seminaries abroad, and others, was 
the chief Inſtrument in it. 


laid for a foreign Invaſion, to 
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kill the Queen, free the Queen of 
Scots, and ſet her on the I hrone; 
and was timely diſcover'd by the 
Vigilance and Dexterity of Secre- 
tary Walſingham, who had con- 
tinually his — amongſt them, to 
give him an Account of their Pro- 
ceedings. At laſt the Conſpirators, 
to the Number of fourteen, were 
all apprehended together, and after 
impeaching one another, and diſ- 
covering the whole Matter, were ar- 
raign'd, condemn'd and executed. 

s the Queen of Scots appear'd, 
by Letters and otherwiſe, to have 
a Hand in this Confpiracy, it was 
reſolv'd now to proſecute her on 
an Act of Parliament made the pre- 
ceding Vear (and very probably 
with a View to her) whereby the 
Perſon for whom or by whom any 
Thing ſhould be attempted againit 
the Queen was madeliable to Death. 
Commiſſioners were accordingly ſent 
down to try her at Fotheringham- 
Caſtle in Northamptonſhire, where 
ſhe was then in Cuſtody ; who in 
the End paſs'd Sentence upon her, 
on the 25th of Oclober. Four 
Days after, it was approv'd and 
- confirm*d by Parliament. On Dec. 6. 
it was proclaim'd in London, and 
then throughout the Kingdom: And 
on Feb. 7. following, the Sentence 
Was executed upon her in the Hall 
of the ſaid. Caſtle, by ſevering her 
Head from her Body, which ſhe 
fuffer'd with great Calinneſs and 
Reſolution: Queen E/:zabeth's Po- 
licy appear'd throꝰ this whole Tranſ- 
action. She pretended all along to 
be in Suſpenſe; and to remove the 
Blame from her ſelf, it was ſo ma- 
nag'd, that the Parliament ſhould 

rels her to put the Sentence in 
ecution. She ſtill ſeem'd under 
eat Perplexity ; but at laſt, upon 
— Rumours of Plots and Invaſi- 
ons (Which perhaps were artfully 
rais'd the Court) ſhe ſi 
Warrant for the Execution, ordering 
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gn'd a 


Secretary Daviſon to keep it pri. 
vately by him. But hee, Nom 
her whole Behaviour, in ſome Doubt 
about her Intention, he ſhew'd it to 
ſome of the Council,and they to the 
reſt, who thought fit to haſten the 
Execution : After which the Queen 
put on a great Shew of Concern and 
Sorrow, drove her Privy Counſel- 
lors from her Preſence, and order d 
them to be examined in the Star- 
Chamber. But none ſuffer'd but 
Dawiſon, who was fin'd 10, ooo“. 
and impriſon'd during the Queen's 
Pleaſure. Notwithſtanding all this, 
it 15 moſt probable that the Execu- 
tion was not without her Appro- 
bation, thoꝰ ſhe endeavour'd to make 
the World believe otherwiſe. How- 
ever, this tragical Death of the 
Queen of Scots, has ſerv'd for a- 
bundant Matter of Reflection to 
Queen Elizabeth's Enemies. It mult 
be confeſs'd there were ſome Things 
very irregular in the Proceedings 
againſt her; and Elixabeth is no 
otherwiſe to be juſtify d but upon 
the Principle of Self-Preſervation; 
which may alſo ſerve to juſtif) in 
ſome Meaſure the Council and the 
Parliament, ſince they were per- 
ſuaded, that neither the Queen, nor 
themſelves, nor the Proteſtant Rel:- 

ion, could be ſafe without the 
Peach of Mary; and it was certain) 
no more reconcilable to the Princ1- 
ples of ſtrict Juſtice, to murder £/:- 
zabeth in order to reſtore Popery, 
than to put Mary to Death in order 
to keep it out: And 'tis natural for 
thoſe who are in Poſſeſſion, to take 
care to ſecure themſelves. 

The next Year, 1588, is memo. 
rable for the mighty Attempt againk 
the Queen and the Proteſtant Re!!- 
gion, made by Philip King ot 
Spain; to which he was encourag'd 
by the Pope, Sixtus V. who on this 
Occaſion again thunder'd out tit 
Anathemas of the Church againit 
Elizabeth. Philip had been long 

making 
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making vaſt Preparations in all his 
Ports, for an Expedition againſt 
England; which was to have been 
executed laſt Year, but was retarded 
by the Queen's ſending Drake to 
the Coaſt of Spain, (who burnt a 

eat Number of Ships laden with 

oviſions and Stores, together with 
two large Galleons, and afterwards 
took a rich Carack coming from 
the Eaſt-Indies ;) as alſo by that great 
Stateſman Wal/ingham's getting all 
the Spaniſb Bills, which were to 
ſupply King Pbilip with Money, 
proteſted at Genoa. In the mean 
Time, the Queen made all the ne- 
ceſſary Preparations for oppoſing 
this formidable Invaſion. Iwenty 
thouſand Men were diſpos'd along 
the Southern Coaſts; an Army of 
22,000 Foot and 1000 Horſe, was 
encamp'd at 7ilbury, where the 
Queen review'd them, and made 
them a very engaging Speech : And 
there was another Army of 34, ooo 
Foot and 2000 Horle, to guard 
the Queen's Perſon : Her Subjetts 
ſhew'd the utmoſt Readineſs to ſtand 
up in her Defence: And the fitted 
out a conſiderable Fleet, under the 
moſt experienc'd Commanders, the 
Lord Howard of Effingham as Ad- 
miral, and Drake, Hawkins and 
Forbiſher, Vice-Admirals ; and ſent 
Seymour, with forty Englib and 
Dutch Ships, to the Coaſt of Flan- 
ders, to hinder the Prince of Parma 
from joining the Spa⁰ναẽ? Fleet, 
which they already called the In- 
dincible Armada. It conſiſted of 
130 great Ships, 20 Caravel/s and 
10 Salves, having above 20,000 
Soldiers on. board, with Seamen, 
Ammunition and Proviſions in Pro- 
portion. This formidable Fleet, 
commanded by the Duke of Me- 
dina Celi, put to Sea from the Coatt 


of Portugal, then under the Domi- 


nion of Spain, about the Beginning 
of June; but being diſpers'd by a 
Storm, it was the igth of 7u/y be- 


. 
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fore they enter d the Channel; where 
the Engliſb Fleet kept cloſe to 
them, and ſoon took ſome of their 
Ships. On Tuly 24, there was a 
pretty ſmart Engagement, not at all 
to the Advantage of the Spamards, 
whoſe Ships were too unweildy, 
whilſt thoſe of the Exgliſb could 
eaſily ſtand off or on, as there was 
Occaſion, On the 27th, the Span 
Fleet came to an Anchor off Calais, 
expecting, in vain, the Duke of 
Parma to put to Sea with his Army, 
and make a Deſcent on England, 
as it had been agreed. They were 
tollow'd by the E ngliſh Fleet, which 
was now ftrengthen'd by the Addi- 
tion of a good Number of Ships, 
not only of the Queen's, but of 
private Perſons, who had fitted out 
ſeveral at their own Charge; ſo that 
the Fleet now conſiſted of 140 
Ships of War, not ſo large indeed 
as the Spaniſb ones, but more eaſy 
to be manag'd. Whilſt the Spares 
Fleet lay off Calais, the Engliþþ 


Admiral in the Night ſent in a- 


mongſt them eight Fire-Ships, which 
ſo terrify'd them, that they cut 
their Cables and put to Sea in 
the utmoſt Confuſion; when the 
Engli took the Admiral Galleaſs 
after a ſharp Engagement, and Huge 
de Moncada, who. commanded it, 
was ſlain. In ſhort, the whole Fleet 


was no diſpers'd, and the Spam. 


ards ſeeing their Deſign fruſtra- 
ted, reſolv'd to make the beſt of 
their Way home, by failing round 
Scotland and Ireland, where ſeveral 
of there Ships were loſt. In the 
Channel, the Engliſh took and de- 
ſtroy'd of this mighty Fleet, 15 
great Ships, and 4791 Men; 
afterwards, on the Coaſt of Jreland, 
17 Ships and 5394 Men. Others 
were loſt by Storms; and of this 
prodigious Armament, — 60 Ships 
return d to Spain, and thoſe too in a 
very ſhatter'd Condition. The Spa- 
niards ſuffer d ſo much in this Expe- 
| | dition, 
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dition, and ſome others in this Reign, 


- * equally diſaſtrous, that they have 


— recover d themſelves to this 
y. Queen Elizabeth appointed 
a publick Thankſgiving in all the 
Churches for this remarkable Deli- 
verance, and went herſelf to St. 
2 in great State, on the Ocra- 


n. 

The Earl of Leicefter, the Queen's 
Favourite, died this Year; and 
John Fox, the famous Martyrolo- 
gift, the Year before. | 

In 1590, Sir Francis Walfingham, 

an able and faithful Miniſter of the 
Queen's, and Secretary of State, 
famous for his Policy and good In- 
telligence, departed this Life. He 
died ſo poor, that he was buried 
privately to ſave Charges: So re- 
markable was the Frugality and 
Oeconomy of this Reign ! Sir Robert 
Cecil, Son to the Lord Treaſurer 
Burleigh, ſucceeded him as Secre- 
tary of State. , 
In 1592, Sir Walter Raleigh, 
with fifteen Sail, undertook an Ex- 
pedition againſt the Spani/> Settle- 
ments in 1 and tho' he was 
binder d by contrary Winds from 
putting his Project in Execution, to 
make him ſome Amends, he met 
with a very large and rich Spani/þ 
Carack near the Azores, which 
he made himſelf maſter of, with 
little Difficulty. 

Not long after, Roderigo Lopez 
a Jew, who was the Queen's Phy- 
fician, two Portugueze, and Patrick 
Cullen, an Jriſhman, were brib'd 
by the Spaniſh Governors of the 
Netherlands to make her away by 
Poiſon or otherwiſe ; but the Plot 
being diſcover'd, the Conſpirators 
were ſeiz d and executed: As were 
Edmund York, and Richaed Williams, 
the next Year, 1595, for having 
undertaken to commit the ſame 
Crime, on the Promiſe of 40,000 
Florins from the ſaid Spaniſb Go- 
vernors. The fame Year, Sir Wal- 
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ter Raleigh made a ſecond Expedi- 
tion to p ade at his own Expence, 
which was attended with no great 
Succeſs: As neither was that of 
Drake and Hawkins, who were ſent 
thither by the Queen with 26 Ships, 
and both died in the Expedition. 
But the Fleet and Army, which 
the Queen ſent the next Year to 
the Coaſt of Spain, under Hou. 
ard, the Earl of E, Sir Walter 
Raleigh and other brave Men, were 
attended with all the Succeſs that 
could be deſir d. For, after a long 
and obſtinate Engagement, the Spa- 
niards were defeated, their Ad- 
miral Ship the St. Philip and two 
others near her were burnt to Aſhes, 
two more were taken, and moſt of 
the other Ships in the Harbour of 
Cadiz run aſhore. In the mean 
Time the Land-Forces, under the 
Earl of Ee, took and plunder'd 
Cadiz, and carried off a very rich 
Booty; whilſt Sir Walter Raleigh 
burnt the M-rchant-Ships lying at 
Port Real. In ſhort, the Spaniards 
loſt by this Expedition, beſides the 
Merchant-Men, two Galleons, 13 
Men of War, 11 Ships laden for 
the Indies, and 13 others, be- 
fides the Proviſions for another 
Expedition againſt England. This 
did not hinder Philip from drawing 
all the Ships in his other Ports to- 
gether, pur ; et * a ſecond In- 
vaſion of this Nation; but it came 
to nothing, his Fleet being diſpers'd 
by a violent Storm in their Voyage, 
and many Ships loſt. He however 
made another Attempt the next 
Year, 1597 ; but with no better Suc- 
ceſs, and from the ſame Caule. 
Soon after, in 1598, Henry IV. 
of France made a te Peace 
with the King of Spain, without 
his Allies, the Queen of England, 
and the States. They both loudly 
complain'd of it, but Henry pleaded 
the Neceſſity of his Affairs. And 
now the Queen and States agree 0 
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on the War againſt Spain by 
— for witch Purpoſe a 
new Treaty was made between 
them, in which Queen E/:zabeth 
had the Addreſs to turn all to her 
own Advantage. The ſame Year 
King Philip of Spain, ſo famous 
for Js Projects * England, 
and the Proteſtant Religion, died, 
and was ſucceeded by his Son Phi- 
lip III. William Cecil, Baron of 
urleigh, Lord-Treaſurer, and the 
Queen's Prime Miniſter, and faith- 
ful Counſellor, died alſo at this 
Time, very old,and was ſucceeded, 
as Treaſurer, by the Lord Buck- 
burſt. Spenſer the Poet deceaſed 
too this Year; and Hooker, Author 
of the Ecclefraſtical Polity, the Year 
following. 
Robert Devereux, Earl of Eſſex, 
2 young Nobleman of lively Wit 
and Parts, had been for ſome Time 
in great Favour with the Queen; 
in Conſequence of which ſhe had 
rais'd him to ſeveral great Poſts and 
Commands; which he aſcribing. to 
his own Merit, became proud, vain 
and preſumptious, unagin'd he could 
govern the Queen herlelf, and often 
diſobey'd her expreſs Orders: Yet 
her Affection for him ſtill con- 
tinu d, tho' ſhe would often ſeverely 
reprove -him for his haughty and 
obltinate Behaviour. At length he 
carried his Inſolence fo far, in main- 
taining his Opinion on a certain 
Affair contrary to that of the 
Queen's, as to turn his Back upon 
her with an Air of Contempt; at 
which ſhe was ſo provok'd that 
ſhe gave him a Box on the Ear. 
He inſtantly clapt his Hand on his 
Sword, proteſting with an Oath, 
that he neither could nor would put 
up ſuch an Afﬀfront, and if Hen- 
Ty VIII. were alive, he could not 
bave taken it from him; and ſo 
withdrew from Court. Yet after 
this, upon his making his Submiſ- 
hop, the Queen pardon d him; tho” 


271 
"tis very probable, that from this 
Time his Mind was wholly ſet upon 
Revenge; and to that End he ſtrove 
to make himſelf popular, to ſuch 
a Degree, that he was in a Manner 
ador'd by the People. | 

The Earl of Tyrone having rais'd 
a Rebellion in Leland, endouragꝰ d 
thereto by the Promiſe of Aſſiſtance 
from Spain, the Earl of Ejex was 
ſent over with an Army, in 1599, 
to ſtop. his Progreſs. But here he 
acted in ſuch an unaccountable Man- 
ner, contr to his own Advice 
in Council, and to the Queen's 
Orders, that ſhe ſuſpected him of 
ſome ill Deſign; and when ſhe 
wrote to him about it, to add to 
his other Acts of Diſobedience, he 
came over without Leave to juſtify 
hamſelf. But ſhe order'd him ta 
keep to his Chamber, and he was 
ſoon after put under Arreſt, and 
contin'd at the Lord-Keeper'sHouſe. 
Upon his humbling himſelf, the 
Queen permitted him to retire to 
his own Houſe, but forbad him to 
come to Court. Here he ſoon fell into 
violent Courſes, and his own Raſh» 
neſs, and the prepoſterous Zeal of 
his numerous Friends, put him upon 
dangerous Projects againſt the Go- 
vernment, and even upon conſpiring 
to ſeize the Queen's Perſon, under 
Pretence of revenging himſelf on 
his Enemies; tho' it was thought 
he had farther Deſigns, and that he 
even aſpir'd to the Crown. d 
now his Houſe was open d all 


Malecontents, Papiſts as well as 


Puritans; he entertain'd the Swordſ- 
men in and about London, and e- 


ſtabliſh'd a Council, to conſult What 


was to be done in his favour; 
whilſt his Enemies at Court took 
care to have Spies about him, to 
inform tem of what paſſed, which 
they did not fail repreſenting to 
the Queen as much to his Diſ- 
advantage as. poſſible. The Queen 
lent ſome of her Counſellors to 
; know 
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the Reaſon of fo great a Con- 
courſe at his Houſe ; but they were 
made Priſoners, and immediate]! 
the Earl marcn'd out with his Com- 

y, and depending on the Af- 
tons of the People, endeavour'd 
to raiſe the City of London; but he 
was diſappointed, they were ſo wiſe 
that not one appear'd in his Fa- 
vour. In the mean Time, the 
Court had taken all neceſſary Pre- 
- cautions, and he was proclaim'd a 
Traitor in ſeveral Parts of the City. 
Upon this, he with much Dithculty 
got back to his Honſe in the Strand, 
which was preſently inveſted by the 
Lord Admiral; and the Earl and 
his Aſſociates being at laſt oblig'd 
to ſurrender, were tient, ſome to the 
Tiewer, and ſome to other Priſons. 
Theſe Things were tranſacted in 
the Year 1600, and the Beginning 
of 1601. 

Lee, the Earl's Creature, and an 
intimate Friend of the Earl of 
Tyrone, was the firſt that was exe- 
cuted; by whoſe Confeſſion it ap- 
pear'd, that Eex was in Confede- 
zacy with that Rebel againſt the 
een. On Feb. 19, 1601, the 

Earls of E ex and & outhampton were 
both tried, and condemn'd to die. 
Southampton had his Life given 
him, but was kept in Priſon. Z/ex 
was beheaded on the 25th of the 
Same Menth. He made an ample 
Confeſſion, and expreſs'd great Sor- 
row for his raſh Conduct. The 

Queen ſhew'd ſome Irreſolution, 
when the fatal Day came, which 
has furniſh'd ſome Writers with 
Matter for Plays and Romances, in 
which ſhe is repreſented as toſs'd 
between the Paſſions of Love and 
Rage. But as ſhe was then in her 
68th Year, one would think there 
could be no great Reaſon for ſuch 


or impriſon'd. | 
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Towards the End of the Yer 
the Queen did a very popular Act. 


y Complaints having been brought be- 


fore the Commons, of certain Mor: - 
polies authorized by her Letters Pa. 
tents, ſhe no ſooner underſtood that 
the Parliamentdeem'd them ſo many 
1 of the People's Privi- 
leges, but, without ſtaying to be ad- 
dreſs'd, ſhe annulled moſt of them, 
and left the reſt to the Laws. The 
Commons hereupon deputed a great 
Number of their Members to wait 
upon her with their Thanks; to 
whom ſhe made a moſt affectionate 
and obliging Speech, calling the 
Monopoliſts Harpies and Hor, 
Leeches, and telling them, that her 
| ny them the Patents. was an 

Lrror that proceeded from her Ig- 
norance, not her Will. 

The 1ri/þ War was carried on 
with ſuch Succeſs this Year, by the 
Lord Montjoy, the Queen's Deputy, 
that tho* the Spaniſb Succours ar- 
riv'd and made themſelves Maſters 
of Kingſale, they were ſoon beſieg'd 
and forced to capitulate ; and Tyron: 
comfng to raiſe the Siege, was to- 
tally routed: After this, he was drove 
from Place to Place, and deſeatcd 
wherever he came; till at laſt, le 
was oblig*d to caſt himſelf upon the 
Queen's Mercy. Lewiſen and Mow 
ſon being ſent with ſome Ships to 
the Coaſt of Spain, took a large 
Carack juſt come from the Ea 
Indies, tho* guarded by eleven Gal- 
lies; which Ship was valued at a 
Milton of Crowns. 

Queen Z/izabeth having got the 
better of all her Enemies, and go- 
vern'd the Nation fo long in Peace, 
notwithſtanding all their repeated 
Efforts to diſturb her Reign, fell 
hek at the Beginning of the Year 

1603; and being now old, and 


an Imagination. Some other of her Illneſs increaſing every Day, {ts 
the Earl's Accomplices were after- © grew ſomewhat melancholy, eſpeci. 
wards. executed, and the reſt fin'd ally when ſhe obſerved that moſt of 


her Courtiers negleQed her, and 
bey 


nee. 
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to make their Court to the 
King of Scots, her preſumptive Heir. 
When ſhe was near her End, the 
Council ſent ſome of their Body to 
deſite her to name her Succeſſor. 
She anſwer d af firſt ſomewhat ob- 
ſcarely ; but being preſs'd to ex- 
in herſelf; ſhe at laſt named the 
ing of N cots, = * Jo ex- 
ired wit t Signs of Devotion, 
2 A of March, in the even- 
tieth Year of her Age, after a glo- 
rious Reg of  forty-fout Years, 
four Months and eight Days. She 
was buried in Weſtzrinfter- Abbey. 


plotting againſt her and the State; Vr 
attempting to deſtroy the Proteſtant 
Religion by violent Methods. Some 
Puritans alſo' ſaffer'd Death in her 
Reign; for Writing What were call d 
ſeditious Books, chiefly againſt the 
ſuppos'd Errors in the Church 
Eſtabliſhment. The ſevere” Statute 
made againſt them for | debar- * 
ring them of Liberty of Con- 
ſcience cannot be juftify'd.”” Per- 
haps they were a little too obſti- 
nate, but certainfy their Enemies” 
were too uncharitable.. As to the 
reſt, ſhe caus'd Juſtice to be duly 


Tais Iluſtrious Queen had many 
Virtues and excellent Qualities, and 
but few Faults. She had great Abili- 


ties, and underſtood the. Art of 


Governing perfealy well: To make 
herſelf beloved of her Subjects, to 
be frugal of her Revenue, and to 
keep up Diſſenfions amongſt her En- 
emies, were the Maxims by which 
ſhe ſteer'd her Courſe, and kept 
herſelf and People in Peace. Her 
Difſimulation had generally a right 
Turn, which was to preſerve her 
own Dominions, and not to incroach 
on thoſe of her Neighbours. She put 
ſome Papiſts to Death, but none pure- 
ly on Account of Religion, but for 
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adminiſter d, and Trade and Com 
merce to flouriſh, of hey great Re. 
ard to which there are many In- 
nces ; and Eng/arnd under her en- 
joy'd a State of Felicity, unknowi 
in the Reigns of moſt of her Pre- 
deceſſors. 

The preſent Method of main- 
taining the Poor, and chuſing Over- 
ſeers in every Pariſh, was eſtabliſh'd 
in this Reign. The famous Burſe 
in Cornhil!, for the Convenieney of 
Merchants, was built by Sit Thomas 
Greſham; to which . Elixa- 
beth gave the Name of the Nya. 
Exchange. | 
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PON the Death of 
Queen _Elizabeth, 
James VI. of Scot- 
land ſucceeded to 
the Engliſb Throne, 
by the Name of 


James I. He was 


the firſt of the Stuarts who reign'd 
in England, being now in the 37th 
Year of his Age, and having been 
King of Scotland ever ſince he was 
Vear old, upon the Depoſition 
of 8 Mary his Mother, who 
was the Daughter of Jumes V. Son 
of James IV. by Margaret, eldeſt 
Daughter of our King Henry VII. 
ſo that James was the neareſt in 
Blood to Elizabeth, by his Deſcent 
from Margaret her Aunt; tho' ſhe 
did not think fit to declare him 
her Succeſſor till ſhe was near her 
End, that by keeping him in Suſ- 
penſe, ſhe might have him the more 
dependent upon her. But being 
nominated by. her juſt before ſhe 
died, to ſucceed her, he was immedi- 


upon her Demiſe proclaim'd 


- King of England, &c. 


7 


There were two Factions at 
Court towards the End of the laſt 
Reign, the one conſiſting of the 
Friends of the Earl of E, who 
had held a ſecret Correſpondence 
with King James in order to pro- 
mote his Aerelt in England; and 
therefore he conſider d the Friends 
of that Nobleman as his own : The 
other conſiſting of Es Enemies, 
whom the King hated, among whom 
was Sir Walter” Raleigh, and Se- 
cretary Cecil. But this latter fore- 
ſeeing how Things would go after 
the Queen's Death, politickly took 
Care beforehand to make his Peace 
with the King of Scots, by holding 
a private Correſpondence with him, 
and acquainting him with all that 

Gd at Court; by which Means 

e was the only one of his Party, 
who got into the new. King's Fa- 
vour. | a 

The Council having ſent to give 
the King Notice of his Acceſſion, 
and of their having proclaim'd him, 
he ſet out from NE nburgh on the 
5th of April, attended by _ 

| | catch 
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eie Lords and others, and no 


ſooner ſet Foot in England, but 
Multitudes of People came out to 
welcome him, with loud Acclama- 
tions; and in every Town he paſs d 
thro”, he was Entertain'd, in a moſt 
magnificent Manner, 1 
where the Praiſes and good Wiſhes 
of his new Subjects. So extravagant 
were the Expreſſious of Joy in the 
Multitude on this Occaſion, that an 
honeſt blunt Scorchman in the Com- 
pany ſaid, This People will pi. a 
gud King : And, what might be 
thought impolitick in a new So- 
vereign, the King iſſued a Pro- 
clamation to reſtrain the People 
from flocking to him in ſuch vaſt 
Numbers. When he arriv'd at 
York, moſt of the Engliſb Noblemen 
came and made their Obeiſance to 
him: Among the reſt, Secretary 
Cecil, who, contrary to every one's 
Expectation, was receiv'd with more 
than ordinary Tokens of Reſpect. 
Being come to Newark, he gave 
a Sort of Preſage of the arbitrary 
Power he intended to aſſume, in 
cauſing a Cut - Purſe to be hanged 
by his ſole Warrant, without any 
Trial; Which was contrary to the 
Laws of England. On the 4th of 
May he came to Theobald's, Secre- 
tary Cecil's Houſe, which the King 
afterwards purchas' d, giving in Ex- 
2 for it Hatfield-Houſe, now 
the Seat of the Earls of Saliſbury. 
Here the Council waited upon him 
in a Body, and he added ſeveral 
Srots and Engliſh to their Number, 
and ſhew'd great Marks of Reſpect 
to the Brother and Son of the late 
Duke of Norfolk, and the reſt of 
the Howard Family; who had been 
great Sufferers for his Mother; and 
oon after beſtow'd many Titles 
of Honour upon them. On the 
7th of May he arriv'd at London, 
having in his Journey made about 
200 Knights, and ſoon after his 


Arrival he made many more. For 


eg 
as Queen E/izabeth was wiſel7 
ſparing in conferring Honours, King 
James was on the contrary moſt 
profuſe in beſtowing them, and 
made ſo many Knights, Barons; 
Earls, Qc. that a Paſquil was poſted 118 
up in St. Paul's, waggiſhly pre- . 
tending to an Art to help weak NS 
Memories to retain the Names of 1 
the Nobility. Of the many who 
were created about this Time, TI 
ſhall only mention Thomas Sackwille 
Lord Buckurſt, and High-Treaſurer, 
who was made Earl of Dorit; 
Sir Robert Cecil Secretary of State; 
who was made Baron of Efingaon, 
and afterwards Viſcount Cranburne; 
and Earl of Saliſbury; and Philip 
Herbert; Brother to the Earl of 
Pembroke, who was made Earl of 
Montgomery. Before he came to 
London, he reſtor'd the Earl of 
Southampten, and the Earl of Es 
Son, to their Titles and Eſtates ; 
but the Lords Grey and Cobham, 
Sir Walter Raleigh, and others who 
had been Enemies to E, met 
with a very cold Reception. | 

The King, ſoon after his Arrival; 
ſent a ſplendid Train of Lords and 
Ladies into Scotland, to bring up 
his Queen and Children. His Queen 
was Anne Siſter to the King of 
Denmark : And he had three Chil- 
dren by her, Henry now nine Years 
old, Elizabeth and Charles. The 
two former came up with the Queen 
their Mother; but the laſt, being 
indiſpos'd, was left in Scotland 
ſome Time longer. 

Before the King and Queen were 
crown'd, which Solemnity was per- 
form'd on Ju 25, being St 
Fames's Day, a Conſpiracy was 
diſcover'd, for ſetting Arabella 
S$/uart, the King's Couſin- German, 
on the Throne. TheAuthors were 
the Lords Grey and Cobham, Sir 
Walter Raleigh, Sir Griffith Mark- 
bam, George Brook, two Prieſts 
Watſon and Clarke, and ſome others. 
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"Twas thought that Count Aremberg. 
Ambaſſador from the Archduke and 
the Infanta //abe//a, was the firſt 
Encourager of this Plot, on purpoſe 
to ruin Raleigh, whom the Spaniards 
moſt dreaded, and that he after- 
gave Information of it to the 
King. Others have look'd upon it 
as a State-T'rick to weaken a Party, 
who were for having the King tied 
to Articles upon his Acceſſion ; and 
that it was Ceci/s Contrivance to 
ruin thoſe, who might. otherwiſe 
ruin him. However, they were 
condemn'd to die, and Raleigh in 
particular upon the written Evi- 
dence of one ſingle Witneſs, the 
Lord Cobham, without being con- 
fronted, as the Law requir d. Only 
the two Prieſts, and Brook were 
executed, the reſt being ſent back 
to Priſon, but ſoon after releas'd, 
except Sir Walter Raliigb, who 
continued twelve Y ears in the Toauer, 
where he wrote his Hi/ftory of the 
World. Thoſe alſo who were re- 


as'd, being depriv'd of their 
ſtates, liv'd in great Want and 
Miſery. 


King James was often thought 
to be a Favourer of the Catholrchs 


in Scotland, and therefore the Pa- 


piſts in England flatter'd themſelves 
with Hopes, that their Religion 
would at leaſt be fully tolerated 
under him. But tho' he had no 
Averſion to the Popiſh Religion, 
he hated the Doctrine of the Je- 
ſuits and Prieſts concerning the 
Power of the Pope to Seook Kings 
and abſolve their Subjects from 
their Allegiance ; and he found it 
vas not in his Power, to grant a 
full Toleration to the other Ca- 
tholicks, how much ſoever he de- 
fir'd it. And ſo they receiv'd no 
other Anſwer to their Petition on 
this Occaſion, than that he thought 


himſelf oblig'd to maintain what 


he found ſettled in the Kingdom 
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The Puritans were even more 
diſappointed than the Papiſts. They 
thought that a King educated in 
their Religion, -and who had pro- 
feſs'd it ſor ſo many Years, would 
be very favourable to them. But 
tho“ James had ſworn to the Reli- 
gion of the Krk, he all along hated 
it in his Heart; and after his Com- 
ing into Exgland, took the firſt Op- 
N to mortify the Pre/ayterians. 

t to do it with the better Grace, 
when they preſented their Petition, 
not only for a Toleration, but for 
reforming certain 'Things in the 
Doctrine, Diſcipline, and Worſhip 
of the Church of Eagland, and 
which the Biſhops ſtrenuouſly op- 

ſed, he appointed a Conference 

tween the Divines of both Par- 
ties, Which, was held at Hampron- 
Court in January, 1604. But the 
King himſelf undertook the Cauſe 
of the Epiſcopalians, and anſwer'd 
the Preſbyterian Miniſters Argu- 
ments, ſometimes with Reaſogs, and 
ſometimes with Authority and Me- 
naces; which was ſo agreeable to 
the Biſhops, that N hitgiſt, Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury ſaid, he werily 
belicutd the King ſpoke by the Spirit 
of God. The Reiult was, that the 
Puritans were deem'd obſlinate, 
and threatned with the Rigour of 
the Laws unleſs they nd 
And Bancroft, who ſucceeded Vit- 
gift, being a Man of a violent Tem- 
per, held io hard an Hand over them, 
that many were forced to leave 
their native Country, and ſeek Re- 
rage in foreign Parts; and Multi. 
tudes prepar d to tranſport them- 
ſelves and Families to the new Set- 
tlements in America. 

King James had much higher 
Notions of the Prerogative Royal 
than was conſiſtent with the Eng- 
/iþ Conſtitution. He thought the 
Power of Kings was above Controul, 
and that Parliaments, and the Peo- 
ple's Privileges were ſo many In- 

eroaghment? 


aroachments upon the Sovereigns, 
or at beſt but Conceſſions made by 
them, which they might revoke at 
Pleaſure. He was ſtrongly poſſeſs'd 
with the Notion of his hereditary 
Right, tho“ Henry VII. from whom 
he deſcended, had, of all our Kings, 
the leaſt Pretenſion to that Ri * 
In Conſequence of theſe high Max- 
ims, King James, thro' his whole 
Reign, endeavour'd to incroach 
upon the Privileges of Parliament, 
and to ſet himſelf above the Laws. 
In theſe Principles and Practices he 


was flatter d and encourag'd by his 


Miniſters, and by the Biſhops and 
Clergy ; but the Conſequences 
were, a weak Government at home, 
and Contempt of the Nation a- 
broad, Diſſenſions and Diſputes 
between the King and his Parlia- 
ments, and Uneaſineſs and Mur- 
muring among the People : All 
Which, together with the conſtant 
Inclination he ſhew'd to favour the 
Catholicks, and his Severity to- 
wards the Proteſtant Non-conform- 
its, laid the Foundation of the Mi- 
ſeries that follow'd in his Son's 
Reign. 

A Proclamation was publiſh'd on 
Feb. 22, commanding all Jeſuits 
and Popiſh Prieſts to depart the 
Kingdom : In which the King took 
care to ſhew, that he did not baniſh 
them out of any Hatred to the 
Catholick Religion, but only for 
their holding the Doctrine of the 
Pope's Power over Kings; and in- 
timated that, as to the reſt, he 
would have Regard to the tender 
Conſciences of the moderate Ca- 
tholicks, It was not ſo with his 
Proclamation, which came out ſome 
Days after, againſt the Puritans : 
Here was no once ſhewn to 
tender Conſciences, but they were 
all, as obſtinate People, to be com- 
pelled to Conformity. 

King Faes's firſt Parliament met 
en the 19th of March, to whom 
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Great Britain. 
appointed Commiſſioners to conſi- 
der of the Affair: But the King's 


Debates about 
Elections, which they claimed the 
ſole Privilege of determining. But 
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he made a very long, tedious and 
intricate Speech. However he took 
care to mention his hereditary Right 
to the Crown, and to let them 
know, that he was their undoubted 
King by his Birth. He bore very 
hard upon the Puritans, repreſent- 
ing them as a Sect not to be ſuf- 
fer'd in a well regulated State ; but 
ſpoke more favourably of the Pa- 


piſts, expreſſing his Deſire of tole- 


rating them, and even of meeting 
them half Way, if they would but 
lay aſide their 'Tenets of the Pope's 
Power to depoſe Kings, and the 
Lawfulneſs of killing them, when 
ſo depoſed ; but ſo long as the Po- 
piſh Glerzy maintain'd and taught 


theſe Doctrines, he thought they 


were not to be ſuffer'd in the King- 
dom. But the main Buſineſs of his 
Speech was to recommend the Uni- 
ting of the two Kingdoms of Exg- 
land and Scotland, that as there was 
but one Head, there might be but 
one Body. This was a Point he 
had very much at Heart, and to 

ave the Way to it, he order'd 
himſelf to be proclaim'd King of 
The Parliament 


Partiality to his Scotch Courtiers in 
loading them with Wealth and Ho- 
nours, ſo rais'd the Jealouſy of the 
Engliſh, that the Union he ſo earns 
eſtly deſir d came to nothing. 
The Commons, on the 6th of 
June, preſented an Addreſs to the 
King, complaining of certain Grie- 
vances, and repreſenting their Pri- 
vileges, which they ſuppoſed him 
not thoroughly acquainted with, 
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becauſe he had interfer'd in their 


the controverted 


this Addreis he took ſo ill, that 


ſoon ofter he prorogu'd the Parlia- - 


ment to February, In the mean 
Time he concluded a Peace with 
* 1 3 Spain, 
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yered in a Cloak and Boots, with a 


Spain, not much, as *tis ſaid, to Dark-lanthorn, Tinder-box, and Tybs 
- the Honour or Advantage of the Matches in his Pocket: Then re- Sac 
Naticn. | moving the Coals and Wood, they { Tre: 
The thorough Papiſts, who held found the thirty ſix Barrels of Gun. C 
the unlimited Power of the Pope, - powder. . Fax: continu'd obſtinate | Farl 
finding there was no Likelihood for ſome Time, and expreſs'd his | that 
that any Indulgence would be grant- Concern that the Thing had miſ- | A 
ed to them, rm d a helliſh Con- carried: But being ſhewn the Rack, y wit: 
1 iracy againſt the King and the he diſcover'd his Accomplices ; of ! 1607 
Eſtates of the Realm, call'd the whom ſeven, together with himſelf, F M 
"Gunpowder Plot. The Deſign was were executed in Jangary following. bete 
to blow up the Parliament-Houſe, As were, not long after, Old n in 16 
whilſt the King was delivering his and Garnet, two Jeſuits, for con- ; * 
Speech to the Lords and Commons; cealing and abetting the Plot. Be- 38 . 
and fo at once to deſtroy both King ſides thoſe who were executed, ing h 
and Parliament. The chief Con- Catefty and Percy were kill'd as be i 
ſpirators were Cateſby, Percy, Grant, they were endeavouring to make licks, 
nokawood, Wright, Trehham, Digby, their Eſcape from a Houſe in the ons, | 
Robert and Thomas Winter, and Guy Country, which the Sheriff had in- uſed 
Fawks. One of them hired a Cellar veſted. © The Parliament appointed ration 
under the Lords-Houſe, as if for his the F;77h of November to be annu- Iy the 
own private Conveniency ; and thi- ally obſerv'd as a Day of Thankſ⸗ 12 
ther 5 convey'd by Night thirty- giving for this great Deliverance. Purit, 
fix Barrels of Gunpowder, covering In 1607, the Archduke and the had 2 
them with great Quantities of Coals, Infanta his Spouſe ſent to propoſe Chara 
'Billets, x, Faggots. The Parlia- a Peace with the Szarzs of the enou 
ment was to have met in February, United Provinces, who refuſed to = Preter 
1605, but was farther prorogued to treat unleſs they were own'd for a both 
ober, and then to the fifth of free and independent State: This = vindic 
Nowembers Then it was that this the Archduke agreed to, but the E which 
deviliſh Project was to be put in Szazes inſiſted on the Ratification vagani 
Execution. But a few Days before, of the King of Spain; which he kingly 
it was happily diſcover'd, by Means granted, but in ſuch equivocal and ble 40 
"of a Letter, as has been commonly ambiguous Expreſſions, that it was the En 
thought, which one of the Conſpi- not ſatisfactory to the States. How- liamen 
Tators ſent to the Lord Monteagle, ever, the Negotiation went on, folv'd 
without Name or Date, adviſing under the Mediation of Henry IV. thinkir 
: him nat to go to the Parliament on of France, and King James 5 tho ter any 
that Day, for that zhey ould receive the latter is ſaid to have made no grantec 
& terrible Blow, and yet not ſee who great Figure in it, and to have were p 
Burt them; which the King inter- acted not altogether with Sincerity. ter diſſe 
preted to be a Blow with Gun- At length, in 1609, a Treaty was having 
powder. This Lefter has fince been concluded, in which the United Pro- other 
thought to be an Artifice of the Earl vinces were acknowledg'd for a free 1614, 
of Saliſeury, for that the King had and independent State, after a brave Minifte 
xeceiv'd Intimation of the Plot be- Struggle of above 40 Years in De. King's 
fore, from Henry IV. of France. fence of their Liberties: And thus not ver 
However, a Search being order'd they continue to this Day. : During 
- to be made under the Parliament- th 1608, George Fervis a Semi- eldeſt $ 
Houſe, Gay Fazwks, who was to nary Prieſt of Rheims, and Thomas Was cre 
{et Fire to the Train, was firſt diſco- Garnet a Jeſuit, were executed at Prince” 
3 np "74 1 1 Tybur?. before l 
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bern. The fame Year Thomas 
Sackoille Earl of Dorſet, Lord- 
Treaſurer, died ſuddenly at the 
Council Table; and Nobert ; Cecil 
Earl of Saliſtury ſucceeded him in 
that high Bolt. 

A new Tranſlation of the Bible, 
vis. that now in Uſe, was begun in 
1607, and publiſh'd in 1611. 

Matters did not go very ſmooth 
between the King and Parliament 
in 16x0. The Commons began to 
complain of ſeveral Grievances, ſuch 
as the King's Profuſeneſs in enrich- 
ing his Courtiers, eſpecially the Scots, 
his Regard to the Roman Catho- 
licks, the Multitude of Proclamati- 
ons, ſeveral concerning Matters that 
uſed to be referr*d to the Conſide- 
ration of Parliament, and particular- 
ly the rigorous Proceedings of the 

ig Commiſſion Court, againſt the 
Puritans, or thoſe whom the Court 
had a Mind to brand with that 
Character, becauſe not complaiſant 
enough to its high and arbitrary 
Pretenſions. The King ſent for 


both Houſes, and endeavour'd to 


vindicate himſelf in a Speech; in 
which however he uſed ſuch extra- 
vagant Expreſſions concerning the 
kingly Power, as were more agreea- 
ble to an abſolute Monarchy than 
the Engliſb Conſtitution. The Par- 
liament, aware of his Deſigns, re- 
{olv'd to guard againſt them; but not 
thinking it proper to carry the Mat- 
ter any farther at this Time, they 
granted him a Subſidy, and then 
were prorogu'd, and not long af- 
ter diſſolv d by Proclamation, after 
having continu'd ſeven Years. No 
other Parliament was call'd till 
1614, and in the mean Time the 
Miniſters endeavour'd to ſupply the 
King's Wants by Ways and Means 
not very agreeable to the People. 
During this Seſſion, Henry the King's 
eldeſt Son, a moſt hopeful Prince, 
was created Prince of Wales; as 
Prince” Charles had a good while 
before been created Duke of York. 
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Henry TV. of France, tho? he turn'd 
Papiſt for the Sake of his Crown, 
was not thought zealous enough of 
the-Popiſh Cauſe ; the Conſequence 
of which was, that he was this 
Year ftabb'd to Death in his Coach 
in Paris, by one Rawaillac a Frier, 
at the Inſtigation of the Jeſuits. 
The News of which alarming King 
ames, he a freſh Proclamation 
iſh'd all Jeſuits and Prieſts out of 

the Kingdom, and forbad all Re- 


- cuſants, that is, ſuch as refus'd to 


take the new Oath of Allegiance, 
to come within ten Miles of the 
Court. Richard Bancroft Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, the great Ene- 
my of the Puritans, dying about 
this Time, George Abbot Biſhop of 
London, a Man of a much better 
Spirit, was made Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury in his Room, 4 
The Earl of Saliſoury, a Man of 
reat Parts 'and Abilities, was now 
rime Minifter, and had been fo 
from the Beginning of this Reign : 
Tho' all that while King Tames 
had, properly ſpeaking, no Favou- 
rite, on whom to beſtow his intimate 
Affections. But in 161 ½ he was 
captivated by a young Scoteh Gen- 
tleman, of about 20 Vears of Age, 
whoſe Name was Robert Carr. fle 
was a Perſon of but ſmall Parts and 
no Learning, but airy and gay, and 
of a comely and graceful Preſence: 
Qualities that James was more taken 
with, than Virtue and Merit. Of 
all wiſe Men, Lord Clarendon ſays, 
he was the moſt delighted with 
handſome Perſons and fine Cloaths. 
The King had ng ſooner fix'd his 
Eyes upon this Object, but he 
knighted him and made him a 
Gentleman of his Bedchamber, and 
took the Pains himſelf to teach him. 
Latin. He not long after made 
him Treo ſurer of Scotland, and the 
next Year created him Baron of 
Branſpeth, and Viſcount Rocheſter, 
making him alſo a a 
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and Knight of the Garter. And 
now — was done at Court 
without the Viſcount Rochefter, aſ- 
ſiſted by the Counſels of Sir Thomas 
Owerbury, his Friend, who avs him 
ſuch good Advice, that he behav'd 

rudently enqugh at firſt, in his high 
Poſt. The King, who was very 
Fee to all his Courtiers, was to 


ſure much more ſo to his new 
ee, 
eaſy upon the of Saliſbury, 
* * qblig'd ta find he King 
Moder. Of 2 there goes a Story, 
that the King having order'd Ro- 
ebefter 5oool, (ſome ſay a much 
ger Sum) out of the Exchequer, 
the Earl of Saliſbury uſed this Stra- 
tagem to open the King's Eyes. 
He order'd the Money to be told 
put in Silver, and laid in Heaps 
pon Tables in a Room thro” which 
ts Majeſty was to paſs; who being 
ſurpriz d at the Sight of ſuch pro- 
digious Heaps, aſk'd him, Whom 
all that Money was for? Sali/eury 
told him, *twas for the Lord Ro- 
eller, according to his Order. 
The King ſaid, it was too much 
for one Man, and bid Sa/ifbury give 
him leſs than half the Sum. The 
Earl of Saliſgury died the next Year, 
7613, and was ſucceeded in his Of- 
fice of high Treaſurer, by the Earl 
of Sa folk. ä 
The latter End of the Year, 
1612, Frederick V. Elector Palatine 
came into England to marry the 
Pringeſs Elixabeth, the King's only 
Daughter: But the Joy on this Oc 
caſion recery'd a ſudden Damp by 
the Death of the Prince of Walcs, 
the Hope of the Nation, on the 6th 
of Nowember, in the ninetcenth Year 
of his Age. Hiſtorians give Prince 
Henry an extraordinary Character. 
They aſcribe to him every Virtue 
and excellent Endowment, and don't 
- ſo much as tax him with one Vice, 
 ?Tis faid the King his Father was 
jealous of his, Popularity : That 
FEES Lines Was no Friend to the Earl 


of Rocheſter, is certain: And all to. 
gether occaſion'd a Report that he 
was poiſon'd. However, of this there 
was neverany Proof ; tho” the Queen 
could never endure Rocheſter after. 
ward. The Marriage of the Prince 
with the Elector Palatine Was put off 
for ſome Time, on Account of Prince 
Henry's Death, but was at laſt ſo. 
lemniz'd on Feb. 14, 1613; on 
which Occaſion there was a continu'd 
Courſe of Entertainments, Balls, Maſ. 
m— and other Diverſions at 


ourt, till April, when the jluftrious 


Pair ſet dut together for Germany. 
About this Time, a horrid Scene 
of Iniquity was tranſacting, which, 
prov'd at laſt the Ruin of the Fa- 
vourite. This was the Murder of 
Sir Thomas Owerbury in the Tower, 
The Occaſion of that unhappy Gen- 
tleman's Fate, was in brief as fol- 
lows. Nobert Devereux Earl of 
Eſſex had been married to Frances 
Howard, Daughter to the Earl of 
Suffelk: But as they were both very 
Fart . "twas thought proper the 
mould travel before they came 
together. He return'd after four 
Years Abſence in order to conſum- 
mate his Marriage, and found his 
Counteſs grown the top Beauty of 
the Court, but at the fame I ime 
very vain and conceited of her own 
Merit. He ſoon perceiv'd ſhe had 
taken an Averſion to him, and tho' 
at her Father's Command ſhe went 
home to her Huſband, yet ſhe uſcd 
all the Arts that a wicked Woman 
could think, of, even to the con- 
ſulting of pretended Sorcerers, and 
uſing certain Drugs to debilitate 
him, in order to avoid conſum- 
mating the Marriage. The true 
Cauſe of this was her having fallen 
in Love with the Viſcount Roche/cer, 
who was equally enamour'd with 
her. And when they came to know 
one another's Paſſion, - they took 
Meaſures in order to get her Mar- 
riage with the Earl of E/ex an. 
; | nulled 
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nulled ; which was done according- 
ly, upon her accuſing him of Inibect 
lity ; and then Rocheſter himſelf mar- 
ried her, having been a little before 
created Earl of Somerſer 3 on which 
Occaſion there were as great Re- 
joicings- at Court, as if one of the 
King's own Children had been mar- 
vied : But before this was done, the 
Lover communicated his Deſign to 
his faithful Friend Overbury, who 
diſſuaded him from it as ny 5 
honourable. The Counteſs being 
inform'd of this Advice, conceiv'd 
a mortal Hatred againſt Overbury, 
and fail'd not to ſtir up her Lover 


to Revenge. He was ſoon prevail'd 


on to ſacrifice his Friend to the Re- 
ſentment of his Miſtreſs ; and from 
that Time they ceaſed not to con- 
trive his Death. The Favourite 
artfully prevail'd on the King to 
ſend Overbury to the Tower for tome 
pretended Offence ; and here all the 
moſt diabolical Methods were uſed 
to get him diſpatch'd by Poiſon; 
which, after ſeveral Attempts, and 
his languiſhing under them for ſome 
Months, was at laſt effected by an 
impoiſon'd Gliſter, a little after 
the Solemnization of the Marriage. 
But this ſhocking Tragedy was not 
diſcovered till {ome 'Time after, it 
being at preſent given out that he 
died of the Pox. | 
There having been no Parliament 
theſe four Years, as the King was 
very deſirous to govern without one, 
he and bis Miniſters were continually 
mventing new Ways toraiſe Money, 
as by Monopolies, Benevolences, 
Loans, and other illegal Methods, 
which occaſion'd great Murmurs and 
Complaints. Among other Expe- 
dents, he fold the Titles of Baron, 
Viſcount and Earl at a certain 
Price; made a Number of Knights 
of Nowa Scotia, each of which paid 
him ſuch a Sum; and inſtituted a 
new Order of Knights Baronets, a 


Sort of middle N@ility, between. 
Barons and Knights Bachelors, 


* 
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which was to be hereditary ; for 
which Honour each Perſon paid 


1095 Pounds. But all Methods 


coming ſhort of the Sums the Kin 
wanted, a Parliament was reſolv'd 
on much againſt his Inclination, 
which met on April 16, 1614. The 


Commons, inſtead of granting Mo- 


ney firſt, as was expected, fell pre- 
ſently upon Grievances, ſuch as the 
ill Uſes made of the Revenue, the 
Increaſe of Papiſts by the En- 
couragement of the Court, Mono- 
polies, and levying Money without 
Conſent of Parliament; upon which 
Grievances they reſolv'd to preſent 
an Addreſs: But the King not re- 
liſhing ſuch Proceedings, diſſolv'd 
the n the 7th of June, 
without one Statute being enacted; 
and committed ſeveral Members to 
Priſon, who had been the moſt 
free in their Speeches. And now, 
to ſupply the King with Money, 
it was reſolv'd not only to de- 
mand but to extort a Benevolence 
from the People; which was ac- 
cordingly put in Practice, but met 
with great Oppoſition. 

The Earl of Somerſet was ſill the 
Favourite, and govern'd all at Court: 
But in the Year 1615, his Fall was 
almoſt as ſudden as had been his 
Riſe. The firſt Step towards it was 
the Queen's becoming his Enemy, 
and privately forming a Party a- 
you him. The next was the 

ing's being taken with a new Ob- 
jet, George Villiers, a handſome, 
perſonable, well-dreſs'd young Gen- 
tleman; which of Courſe cool'd his 
Aﬀection to his old Favourite, And 
what compleated - his Ruin, was 
the Diſcovery of Sir Thomas Ower- 
bury's Murder. As ſoon as the 
King heard of this tragical Scene, 
he Peamaly conjur'd the Chief Juſ- 
tice Coke to ſearch the Aﬀair to 
the Bottom without Reſpect of Per- 
ſon. Preſently Sir Ferwvaſe Elavays 
Lieutenant of the Tower, the Apo- 


* 
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the who adminiſter'd the poi- 
ſon's Glifer, and others who yo 

rivy to or had a Hand- in this 
Ford Crime, were apprehended, 
and towards the End of the Year 
were tried, condemn'd and executed. 
Somerſet and his Counteſs were ar- 
reſted at the ſame_Time with the 
others, the former at Royſton, where 
the King then was on his Progreſs, 
by his own Order to Cole; and 
when Somerſet complain'd of this 


In dignity, his Majeſty ſaid, Nay, 


Man, there's no Remedy; for if Coke 
fends for me, 1 muſt go too, The 
Earl and Counteſs were not tried 
till May 1616, when they were both 
condemn'd to die, but were re- 
priev'd from Time to Time till 
1621, when they had Leave to re- 
tire and live at a Country Seat; 
and at length in 1624, they were 
pardon'd,notwithſtanding the King's 
folemn Imprecations againſt him- 
felf and his Poſterity, if he pardon'd 
any that were found guilty. Tis 
remark'd, that the Love which had 
cauſed theſe two Perſons to commit 
ſuch deteſtable Crimes, turn'd at laſt 
to Hatred, ſo that they liv'd many 
Years in the ſame Houſe as perfect 
Strangers to each other. 

By the Diſgrace of Somerſet, 
Filliers became ſole Favourite, and 
engroſs'd the King's Affection as 
much as the former had done. And 
as he held it longer, he aroſe to a 
much higher Degree of Power, 
which he uſed well but for a ſhort 
Time, whilſt he follow'd the Advice 
of wiſe and grave Men; and after- 
wards diſcover'd extreme Vanity, 
' Avarice, Ambition, and Ingratitude 
to his Friends, who were the firſt 
Means of his Riſe, in order to ruin 
Somerſet. The King ſoon created 
- him Lord Whaddnn, Viſcount Villi- 
ers and Farl of Buckingham. From 
this Time he rul'd with an abſolute 
Sway, and diſpos'd of all Places and 
5 both in Church and 
State, beſtowing nothing, as ſome 


JAMES I. 


ſay, without Money or an annual 
Penſion. He ee to raiſe and 
enrich his Relations, who now 
flock d to Court. His elder Bro- 
ther was made Viſcount Purbeci, 
and his younger, Earl of Angliſia: 
His Mother, tho“ a Papiff, was 
created Counteſs of Buckinghar:; 
and ſhe governing her Son, as he 
govern'd the King, the Papiſts met 
with great Encouragement, and be- 
gan to {warm in the Kingdom. He 
was ſoon. after made Marqueſ of 
Buckingham, and Lord High Ad- 
miral, tho* he had never been at 
Sea but between Dower and Calais. 
The King having the moſt extrava- 
gant Notions of his Prerogative, 
and bcing wholly influenced by this 
vain, unexperienced and preſumptu- 
ous young Man, tis no Wonder 
that the reſt of this Reign, as the 
former Part of it had too much 
been, was one continu'd Series of 
Miſgovernment, bad Politicks, and 
arbitrary Meaſures. By this Means, 
two Parties were form'd in the Na 
tion, one for the Court, and the o 
ther for the People, which produc'd 
terrible Effects in the following 
Reign. 

Prince Charles, now the King's 
only Son, was created Prince of 
Wales in 1616, The King was 
defirous of marrying him, but 
thought it beneath him to match 
him to any but the Daughter of 
a King. This led him eaſily into 
a Negotiation for a Marriage be- 
tween the Prince and the Infanta 
Maria, Daughter of Philip III. 
King of Spain, an avowed Enemy 
to the Proteſtant Religion. This 
Negotiation, by the Artifices of 
Spain, was drawn out for ſeveral 
Years ; during all which Time, 
King James's extreme Deſire of the 
Match, made him a Dupe to that 
Court, and Gondemar the Spani/? 
Ambaſſador in England rul'd him 


juſt as he pleaſed, and — 
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all his, Meaſures both at home and 
abroad, to the Detriment of the 
Proteſtant Cauſe, and Contempt of 
him and his Government. 


ters roll'd in Riches, the King was 
always in Want, becauſe he was 
ever giving them more than he 
could afford. The States of the 
United Provinces being appriz'd of 
this, made their Advantage of the 
King's Neceſſities, by artfully ma. 

ing it ſo, that he deliver'd 
up to them the Cautionary Towns, 
Brill, Rammekins and Fluſhing, 
which were put into Queen EIixa- 
beth's Hands as a 4 — for _ 
Repayment of 'the Expences ſhe 
hold be at, for 2,728 rot in 
lieu of a Debt of 8,000,000 which 
they were oblig'd to pay the ſaid 
Queen, or her Succeſſors, beſides 


= 18 Years Intereſt for the ſame. The 
= Earl of Suffo/# was ſoon after not 

only remov'd from 3 
but fined $0,000 J. for 

ment in his Office, and applying 
the publick Money to his own Ule, 
= Buckingham was glad to ruin him, 
as he was Father-in-Law to the 
= Earl of Somerſet. 


iſmanage- 


King James ' hated the Puritans, 


& becauſe he thought their Notions 
of Church Government made them 
Enemies to Monarchy in the State. 
This made him nh 

duce the Church of Scotland, which 


eavour to re- 


Was Preſbyterian, to a Conformity 


with the Church of England. With 


this View, in 1617, he took a 
Journey into Scotland, under Pre- 


==. tence of viſiting his native Country. 
When he was there, he requir'd the 
Scots to admit of certain Articles, 


& which were deſign'd to pave the 


Way to their further Conformity, 


and make them at laſt wholly Epi- 


==/copa/, He met with great Op- 


Pofition from the Mini/ters, as well 


the People; and tho' they were 


9 intimidated by his Preſence and 


beats as to give Way a little, 


1 A. M E. S. I, 


Tho' the Favourite and Miniſ- 


| Aug. 1617, 


- 15 


yet this Affair laid the Foundation 
of that ill Blood, which afterwards 
oduc*d” fatal Conſequences. In 
his Return from Scotland, in Op- 
poſition to the Puritanical Scruple 
upon that Head, he publiſh'd what 
is call'd the Book of Sports, allow- 
ing Dancing, Playing, Church- Ales, 
and other Recreations, on a 3 
after Divine Service. This gave Of- 
fence to others beſides Puritans, e- 
ſpecially as it was enjoin'd to be 
read in all Churches, and thoſe who 
refus'd it were puniſhed by the 
High Commiſſion. Archbiſhop Abbot 
being then at Croydon, expreſsly for- 
bad it to be read there; which Diſo- 
bedience, however,the King thought 
fit to connive at, 
Sir Walter Raltigh, after a twelve 
Years Impriſonment in the Tower, 
had his Liberty ted him, but 
without a Pardon. His Eſtate be- 
ing all forfeited and given to the 
Earl of Somerſet, he was at a 
Loſs what to do; which put him 
upon a Project, after he had been 
two Years releas'd, of ſeeking his 
Fortune in diſtant Countries. And 
ſo having found Means to acquaint 
his Majeſty, that he knew of a 


rich Gold-Mine in Guiana in 4. 


merica, he obtain'd a Commiſſion 
to go in Queſt of it. The King, 
no doubt was tempted with the 
Hopes of great Gain from this 
Project. And ſo Raleigh hav- 
ing engaged ſeveral in the De- 
ſign, and being ſupply'd with Mo- 
ney, ſet Sail with twelve Ships in 
But this ition 
proving unſucceſsful, the Sailors, 
vex'd at their Diſappointment, 
compell'd him to return to Eng- 
land, where he was immediately 
arreſted by the King's Order and 
ſent to the Tower, As Guiana be- 
long'd to the Spaniards, Gondemar 
ceas'd not to ſtirup the King againſt 
Raleigh, and demanded that he 
ſhould be puniſhed, otherwiſe the 
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Treaty for the Marriage of his 
Son with the Infanta would be 
broke of. This induc'd the King 
to ſacrifiee Raleigh to the _— 
niards Reſentment; and ſo that 
brave Man, who had deſerv'd well 
of his Country, was beheaded in 
Oc. 1618, in the 77th Year of his 
Age, by Virtue of the Sentence 

aſs'd upon him fifteen Years be- 
fore, notwithſtanding his pleading 
that the King's Commiſſion was 
_ Equivalent to a Pardon. What O- 
pinion Prince Henry had of him, 
appears by his ſaying, That no King 
. but his Father would keep ſuch a 
Bird in a Cage, meaning the Tower. 
The next Year, 1019, geen Anne, 
the King's Conſort, died of a 
Dropſy, in the forty-ſixth Year of 
her Age. She kept her Court at 
Semerſer-Houſe, whach during her 
Life-Time only was call'd Denmark- 
Flouſe. _ 

An Affair happen'd abroad, a- 
bout this Time, in which King 
James could not avoid being con- 
cern'd ; but he took ſuch Meaſures 
in relation to it, as loſt him more 
and more the Affection and Eſteem 
of his People, and brought him 
znto Contempt among Fo- 
reigners. The Rights and Privileges 
of the Proteſtants in Germany and 
Bohemia had for ſome Time been 
incroach'd upon by the Emperor 
Matthias, who by indirect Practices 
had caus'd his Couſin Ferdinand of 
Auſiria to be crown'd King of Bo- 
hemia., Upon Matthias's Death, 
Ferdinand was elected Emperor: But 
the States of Bohemia, who were 
moſtly Proteſtants, refus'd to own 
him as their Sovereign, and on the 
th of Sep. 1619, choſe Frederick 
lector Palatine, Son in- Law to 
King James, for their King, who 
Was crown'd on the 4th of Nov. 
following. A War of Neceſlity en- 
ſu'd, in which Frederick, againſt 
" whom the Imperial Ban was pub- 
liſh'd, had his Allies as well as Fer- 
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Anand; but King James, who dif- 
approv'd of the Palatine's accept- 
ing the Crown of Bohemia, ſtood 
neuter, in vain endeavouring to 
accommodate Matters by Negotiati- 
ons, till in the Battle of Prog, 
Nov. 7s 1620. Frederick was totally 
routed by the Imperial and Bug. 
rian Troops, and forced to fly with 
his Queen and Children into Holland; 
leaving his Baggage and Money 
behind him. The next Year the 
Upper Palatinate was conquer'd by 
the Dake of Bavaria, and the 
Lower by the N Thus by 
King James's Indolence, his Son. 
in-Law was ſtript of his Crown, 
and depriv'd of his hereditary Do. 
minions, and the Proteſtant Reli. 
gion ruin'd in Bohemia; whereas, 
if he had ated with Vigour, all 
might have been preſerv'd. But he 
contented himſelf with ſending Am- 
baſſador after Ambaſſador, which 
had no Manner of Effect; and wa 
no more active in recovering the 


Palatinate, than in preſerving it 


from being loſt. The Cauſe of al! 
this Infatuation was the Spau/ 
Match, which furniſh'd the King 
of Spain with Means of amuſing 
him, and keeping him in a peace- 
able Diſpoſition, whilſt he got all 
poſſible Advantages for the Houle 
of Auſtria, of which he was 2 
Branch, and for the Catholic Re- 
ligion. Gondemar was the prime In- 
ſtrument in this Infatuation, who 
by his artful Addreſs had got ſuch 
an Aſcendant over his Majeſty, that 
he made him believe what he pleas d, 
and by his Bribes and Penſions had 
attach'd to his Intereſt the Favourite, 
andallwho had the King's Ear; whilt 
the Diſpenſation that was to be ob- 
tain'd of the Pope for the Marriage, 
furniſh'd the Spanij Court with 
Pretences for ſpinning out the Ne- 

otiation as long as they pleas d, 
for the Sake of which King Jane 
was quite inſenſible to the . 
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is People, the Condition of his 
2 and the State of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, both at home and 
abroad. He was indeed with much 
Difficulty prevail d on to ſuffer a 
Regiment of 2400 Men to be rais'd 
for the Defence of the Palatinate, 
chiefly at the Charge of ſome 


Lords; and this was all he did. 


The beſt Thing that can be ſaid in 
his Excuſe is, that he had a natural 
Averſion to War. | 

The Murmurs of the People a- 
bout the Palatinate, occafion'd the 
Calling of a Parliament, which met 
Fan. Jo, 1621. The King, in or- 
der to get Money, made as it he 
would have Recourſe to Arms, if 
other Methods fail'd ; and the Com- 
mons, that they might not ſeem to 
be wanting in their Zeal for what 
they ſo much defir'd, granted him 
two Subſidies. But afterwards, 
when they ſaw no Preparations 
making for the War, and yet more 
Money was demanded, inſtead of 
readily granting it, they drew up 
a Remonſtrance about the Increaſe 
of Popery at home, the State of the 
Proteſtant Religion abroad by the 
Neglect of vigorouſly interpoſing 
in the Defence of the Palatinate, 
and 2 the Spaniſb Match. But 
the ng wrote to the Speaker 
to forbid the preſenting it, and to 


ſignify his Pleaſure to the Houle, 


== that none of them preſume to med- 
die with any Thing concerning his 
= Government, or deep Matters of 
State. Upon this the Commons 
drew up a Petition, and preſented 
it with the Remonſtramce. The for- 
mer he receiv'd, but rejected the 
| ter, and ſent them a long and 
= gry Anſwer to their Petition, 
= charging them with uſurping on his 
Prerogative Royal, and meddling 
win Things far above their Reach; 
aud in the End objects to their call- 
ing their Privileges their antient 
and undoubted Right and Inheri- 
tance, and wiſhes they had rather 
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acknowledg'd them, as deriv d from 
the Grace and Permiſſion of his 
Anceſtors and himſelf. This the 
Commons would by no Means ad- 
mit, and therefore knowing the Par- 
liament was going to be diſſolved 
or prorogu'd, drew up a Proteſta- 
tion concerning their Privileges, 
maintaining them to be their un- 
doubted Birth-right. The King 
hereupon ſent for the Clerk of the 
Houſe of Commons and command- 
ed him to produce the Journal - Boot; 
which he having done accordingly, 
the King with his own Hand, in full 
Council, took the ſaid Proteftation 
out of the Journal, declaring it to 
be invalid, null, void, and of no 
Eſtect. Soon after, he diſſolved the 
Parliament by Proclamation, and 
committed to Priſon ſeveral of the 
Members, as Sir EA nr Coke, Sir 
Robert Philips, Mr. Selden, Mr. Pym, 
Mr. Mallery, who appear'd the moſt 
zealous in maintaining their Privile- 
ges. This open Oppoſition be- 
tween the King and Parliament, 
produc'd the two Parties before 
mention'd, who in after Times came 
to be - diſtinguiſh'd by the Names 
of Tories and Whigs. The State 
Puritans now join'd with the Church 
Puritans, with whom they agreed 
only in oppoſing the Maxims of the 
Court, and both together form'd a 
powerful Party; whilſt the Armini- 


ans and Papilts, and moſt of the 


Clergy ſided with the Royaliſts. 
The Arminians were before hated 
by the Court, King Fames being a 
great Calwiniſt, and having vigoroal- 
ly oppos'd the Arminians in Hol- 


land; but upon their taking Ad- 


vantage of the Diviſions in the 
Nation to join with the Court, 
were mightily careſs'd : And by this 
Means Mr. William Laud, an Armi- 
nian, came to be made Biſhop of 
St. David's, by Buckingham's In- 
tereſt ; tho' *twas with Difticulty 
that the King was prevail'd on to 

| agree 
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agree to it, as he thought him to be 
a Man of a haughty and turbulent 
wit. 
the Seſſion of Parliament, 
Sir Francis Bacon, the Lord Chan- 
cellor, who had been created Lord 
Verulam and Viſcount St. Alban s, 
was, for Bribery and Corruption in 
his Office, or for conniving at it 
in his Servants, adjudg'd by the 
Lords not only unworthy of the 
Chancellorſhip, but of a Place in 
the Houſe of Peers, and his whole 
Eftate forfeited. He was a great 
Genius and a __ learned _ 
as a „ by his Writings, but a 
ſerviie Court Flatterer, — — in 
Proſperity, and cringing when For- 
tune frown'd. Dr. Villiam: was 
made Lord Keeper in his Room, 
and ſoon aſter Biſhop of Lincoln. 
King James ever intent on the 
Spaniſs Match, in 1622, ſent Sir 
John Digby, whom he made Earl 
of Briftel, into Spain, to conclude 
the Marriage Treaty. At the ſame 
Time he ſent Gage to Rome to for- 
ward the Diſpenſation; and to let 
the Pope ſee that he was not un- 
worthy of it, he at once releas d 
all the ' Popiſh. Recuſants then in 
Priſon. He even made a Merit 
with the King of Spain of his In- 
action in the Affair of the Palati- 
nate, and was ſtill willing to hope 
that the Reſtitution of it would fol- 
low the Concluſion of the Marriage; 
however, he reſolv'd at all Adven- 
tures to -accompliſh that favourite 
Project. Philip III. had all along 
made uſe of this tedious Negotia- 
tion only to amuſe King James, 
and his Son Philip IV. continued 
it with no other View, till all on 
a. fudden, about the End of the 
Year 1622, he grew ſerious in the 
Affair, and was reſolv'd to conclude 
it for the Benefit of the Catholick 
Religion, King James ſhewing him- 
ſelf ready to do whatever the Pope 
or King of Spain demanded in fa- 
our of it, even to the granting a 
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fall Toleration to the Papiſts for 
= 1 all Parties 
g , the Marqueſs of 
Buckingham's Project ſpoil'd all a. 
in. He ſuddenly, for what Rea. 

is unknown, took it into his 
Head, to carry the Prince into Spain 
to fetch home his Miſtreſs. The 


King was very much againſt this | 


raſh Step, but the Prince's Impor- 
tunity, and Buckingham's Impetu- 
olity extorted his Conſent. He be 
ing arriv'd in Spain with the Prince, 
took the whole Buſineſs upon him- 
ſelf, and left the Earl of 4 po 
little Share in it. Things ſeemed to 
go ſmoothly at firſt, and the King 
was ſo glad of the Affair being con- 
cluded — him and Spain, that 
he ſent the Marqueſs a Patent, creat- 
ing him Duke of Buckingham. The 
Prince being now in Spain, the 
Pope took Advantage of that Cir- 
cumſtance, to add new Conditi- 
ons to the Diſpenſation in favour 
of the Catholicks; and the King 
agreed to every Thing. But Ge- 
gory XV. dying, a new Diſpenſa- 
tion muſt be had from the new Pope 
Urban VIII. who delay'd it in 
hopes the Prince would turn Ca- 
tholick, which'the Court of Spain 
was labouring by all their Arts to 
bring about. The Diſpenſation, 
however, was to come by ſuch a 
Day; but in the mean Time Buck- 
ingham, from what Motive 1s un- 
certain, doubtleſs on ſome ſelfiſh 
View, for he was far from being 
an Enemy to the Papiſts, prevail'd 
upon the Prince to break off the 
Match and return home; where 
they even compell'd the King to 
agree to their Meaſures ; who from 
this Time rul'd no more, but was 
wholly under the Direction of the 
Prince and Buckingham, who kept 
him in a State of ſervile Subjection, 
and made him do and ſay juſt what 
they pleaſed. Buckingham was now 
certainly out of Favour, but the * 
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was ſo timorous, from an Appre- 
kenfion of his Union with the 
Prince, that he durſt not diſcard 


him. Whilſt theſe Things were 
tranſacting, in 1623, the Emperor 
inveſted the Duke of Bavaria with 


the Electoral Dignity, and the 
Upper Palatinate. Such were the 
Effects of King James's Negotiati 
ons for his Son-m-Law, who was 
thus depriv'd both of his Domini- 


ons and Dignities. 


As a War with Spain muſt be the 
Conſequerice of breaking off the 
Match, and as Money muſt be 
had for that Purpoſe, the Prince 
and Duke perſuaded the King to 
call. a Parliament. And as the 
Match, was diſa ble to every 
true Exgliſpuun, the Duke did not 
doubt but he ſhould be applauded 
reaking 
it off, eſpecially as the King of 
Spain's Uamillinenes to have the 
Palatinate reſtor d was made the 
Pretence. Now Buckingham affect- 
ed the Patriot, ſtrove to be popu- 
lar, and even careſs'd both the 
Church and State Puritans. The 
Parliament met on Feb. 19, 1624, 
and the King made a Speech juſt as 
the Prince and Duke would have 
him, contrary to his own Maxims 
and Principles. They unanimouſly 
adviſed him to. break off the Match, 
rd 4a. had been done be- 
ore, and gave ly for the War. 

The Co — N after pre- 
ſented a Petition for baniſhing all 


= Jcluits and Seminary Prieſts, and 
= that the King would order it fo, 
= that no future Marriage - Treaty 
might have any Influence for ſuſ- 
pending or relaxing the Laws againſt 
= Popiſh Recuſants. The King re- 
1 turn d a favourable Anſwer, and 


there was ſeemingly a great Har- 


W mony between him and his Parlia- 
= ment. Yet about the ſame Time, a 
| Treaty of Marriage was ſet on foot 


the Prince and Henrietta 
3 


Maria of France, Daughter to Hen- 
ry IV. and Siſter to Eravis XIII. in 
which, much the ſame Advantages 
were ſtipulated for the Catholicks 
in England, as by the Spaniſh Treaty. 
The Articles were fi-n'd on Nov. 
lo, 1624. But the King died at 
Theobald's before the Marriage was 
conſummated, March 27, 1625, in 
the 59th Year of his Age, after a 
Reign of two and twenty Years in 
England. Buckingham was ſuſpected 
of having haſten'd his Death by 
foul Play. | 
King Games is repreſented by ſome 
as a very learned Prince; others re- 
preſent him as a mere Pedant. Some 


call him the Solomon of the Age for 
his Wiſdom; others reckon him of 
-a very mean Capacity. It is certain, 


that the Court of England in his 
Time was the moſt impolitick then 
in Europe; very different from what 
it had been in Queen Elizabeth's 
Reign. The Nation bore but a 
very contemptible Figure abroad, 
which was imputed to the Weakneſs 
of the King. He had a 7 No- 
tion of his own Maxims of Govern- 


ment, tho* they brought great In- 


conveniences upon him. He valued 
himſelf upon his peaccable Reign; 
but the Peace in his Time was the 
Effect of his Fear, Indolence and 
exceſſive Love of Eaſe. 
mulation was too groſs and obvious, 
and not the Effect of rehin'd Policy. 
And of his Religion it may be ſaid, 
that he was neither a ſound Pro- 
teſtant, nor a good Catholick. 


A new Officer, call'd Maſter of | 


the Ceremonies, was inſtituted in the 
Beginning of his Reign, for the 
more ſolemn Reception of Ambaſ- 
{adors. Twas alto in his Reign, 
that Mr. Hugh Middleton projected 
the Cutting of a Channel from Hert- 


ford/erre to the Parts near London, 


for conveying Water into the City, 
by Means of Pipes; Which is called 
| CHARLES 
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HE bad Policy of ple againſt the Court grew eve: 
King James appear'd y more formidable, Aten Pal 
in nothing more than fions on both Sides were heated, 
in his falling out with mutual Diſtruſt and Jealouſy took 
PI bis Parliaments. This Place; and Religion alſo mixing in 
was principally owing the Quarrel, the Patrons of Civil 
to his extravagant Notions of the Liberty made their Advantage of it, 
Regal Power, which he carried till Enthuſiaſm, which gather'd 
higher than moſt of his Predeceſſors, Strength from the arbitrary Pro- 
and ſo far as was inconſiſtent with ceedings-of the Court, and the Se- 
a limited Monarchy, ſuch as is the verity of the Hierarchy, grew ram- 
wiſe and pay fi i pre of Eng- pant in its Turn, and overturn'd 


land. This brought many and great net only the Hierarchy, but the 
Inconveniencies ppon him; and hap- Monarchy too. | 
Py had it been, if his only ſurviving The Duke of Backingham, who 


Son and Succeſſor, Charles I. who had been King Jamer's Favourite, 
was now in the 25th Year of his was in a yet higher Degree the Fa- 
Age, had taken Warning by the vourite of his Son King Charles, 
imprudent Management of his Fa- who of Courſe continued the ſame 
ther ; for then he might have a- Council, the ſame Miniſters and Of— 
voided the Rock, on which he  ficers at Court and in the Country, 
unhappily ſplit. But being brought who were all Buckingham's Crea- 
up in the ſame high Notions of | tures. The Duke. had indeed art. 

rerogative, he trod in the ſame fully gain'd the Eſteem and Ap: 
Steps, nay, took larger Strides to- probation of the laſt Parliament, b) 
wards arbi 


trary Power, than even giving a falſe. Account of his Con- 


Huis Father had done. By this Means duct, with regard to the Spanifo 
the Party which fided with the Peo- Affair. But when that. _ 
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more maturely conſider'd, and his 
artful Miſrepreſentations diſcover'd, 
and that he had drawn the Nation 


into an M-timed War for his own 
vate Views, he became, more than 


ever, odious to the People, and to 


the Parliaments that met in the Be 


_— of this Reign, who im- 
h'd him of high Crimes and 

idemeanors, and uſed all their 
Efforts to remove him from the 
King's Preſence and Councils; whilſt 
the Rin remain'd reſolutely bent 
to ſtand by him, and quarrell'd 


with every one of theſe Parlia- 


ments, rather than part with his 
Favourite: Which was the chief 
Cauſe of the Animoſity between 
him and his People in the Begin- 
ning of his Reign. 

"The King's Marriage with He - 
rietta Maria of France, was ſolem- 
niz'd by Proxy at Paris, on the 
11th of May, 1025, about fix 
Weeks after the late King's Death ; 
and about the Middle of June, the 
new Queen arnv'd in England. 
This Marriage prov'd very un- 
happy to the Nation, Save great 
Encouragement to the Papiſts, and 
was one main Source of the Mis- 
fortunes of this Reign. 

The firſt Parliament met on the 
18th of June, and the King in his 
Speech exhorted them to proceed in 
what the laſt Parliament advis'd his 
Father to, namely, the endeavouring 
to recover the Palatinate by Force 
of Arms; for which he demanded 
a Supply. After ſome Complaints 
and Debates about Grievances, the 
Commons gave the King two Sub- 
fidies, but at the ſame Time, both 
Houſes join'd in a Petition againſt 
Recuſants, ſetting forth the great 
Dangers from the Increaſe of Po- 
pery, the Cauſes of this Increaſe, 
and the Remedies for preventing 
this Evil for the future. To which 
the King at firſt gave a general, 
and afterwards a particular Anſwer, 
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very much to the Satisfaction of 
the Parliament, if his Actions had 
been agreeable to it. On the 11th 
of July the Parliament was adjourn- 
ed by the King's Order, to the 
iſt of Aug. when they met at Ox- 
ford by reaſon of the Plague, which 
raged now in London, as it had 
done in thefirſt Year of King James. 
In the. Interval of this 23 
ment, an Affair happen'd which 
heighten'd the Diſcontent of the 
Commons, and of the People in 
general. King James having pro- 
miſed to lend ſome Ships to the 
French King, which 'twas pretended, 
at leaſt, were to ſerve againſt the 
Genoeſe, or ſome of the Allies 
of Spain, Admiral Pennington was 
now ſent to Dizppe with the Vant- 
guard Man of War and ſeven ſtout 
erchant Ships. It ſoon appear'd 
that the French King deſigned to 
make uſe of them againſt his Pro- 
teſtant Subjects in Roche/; upon 
which the Crews deſerted to a 
Man, rather than fight againſt their 
fellow Proteſtants ; and yet Penning- 
ton was order'd by the Court to 
put theſe Ships into the Hands of 
the French, to be employ'd as they 
thought fit. This occaſion'd a Diſ- 
truſt of the King, a Jealouſy of the 
Queen, and a general Odium againit 
the Duke of Buckingham. Betore 
the Parliament had fat a Fortnight 
at Oxford, the King perceiving that 
the Commons would grant no tar- 
ther Supply, which he earneſtly 
preſs'd, till Grievances were re- 
dreſs'd, and that they were begin- 
ning to fall on the Conduct of the 
Duke of Buckingham, in a haſty 
Manner difſolv'd them by Com- 
miſſion on the 12th of Auguſt. But 
wanting Money ſor the Expedition 
againſt Spain, he rais'd it by a 
forced Loan from his Subjects, by 
Letters under his Privy veal, which 
increas'd the popular Diſcontents. 
The Fleet fail'd in O25, but re- 
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turn'd without doing any Thing, near unto me. This did not hinder th 
which prov'd a — Subject of Commons from ini — 
Complaint. The Duke of Backing- duct of the Duke, and reſolving 
bam did not fail ſhewing his Re- to impeach him in Form: In order 
ſentment againſt ſome that had ex- to Which, a Queſtion was moy'd 
gd their Diſlike of him in the and carried, That common Fame aba 
Parliament. And Biſhop #7//i- a good Ground of Proceeding for th, 
am was ſequeſter d from the Coun-. Heyſe. Nevertheleſs, to ſhew they 
cil-Table, the Great Seal, and the were not unwilling to ſupply the 
King's Preſence, for having join'd King's Wants, provided their Grie- 
with his Oppoſers. About the End vances were firſt redreſs'd, they 
of Odober, the Seal was given to voted. three Subſidies - and three 
Sir Thomas Coventry. G Fifteenths, and ſoon after, a fourth 
The King was crown'd on Feb. 2, —_— But, their Deſign was, 
1626. Before which, as he was that this Vote ſhould not paſs into 
ſtill in Want of Money for carry- an AR, till they had receiv'd Sa- 
ing on the War, he had reſolved tisfaction in the Point of Grievan- 
to call a new Parliament, Care ces. Upon this, the King ſent for 
being taken to have the Leading- both Houſes to Whitehall, and (e- 
«Members againſt the Court in the verely reprimanded the Commons, 
laſt Parliament, made Sheriffs, that both by himſelf, and the Lord- 
they might not be choſen for this. Per, complaining of their Ani. 
The new Parliament met on Feb. 6, moſity againſt the Duke, of the 
and was open'd by a Speech from. Scantineſs of the Supply, and the 
the Lord-Keeper Coventry, This Manner of granting it; and in the 
Parliament was no more favourable. End faid, Remember that Parlia- 
to the King's Deſigns than the for - ments are altogether in my Power, 
mer. Nay, they made greater for their Calling, Sitting, and Di, 
Complaints againſt the publick /olution 3 therefore as 1 find th: 
Grievances, of evil Counſellors a- Fruits of them good or evil, thr) 
bout the King, the Encourag ment are to continue, or not to be. This 
given to Papiſts, Plurality of Offi- did not intimidate the Commons, 
ces in one Hand, the Sale of Ho. who being return'd to their Houle, 
nours and Places of Judicature, the drew up a Remonſtrance, and pre- 
Miſcarriage of the Fleet, and Miſ-. ſented it to the King, to jullify 
employment of the publick Reve- their Proceedings; and then went 
nue. The King ſent a Meſſage to on with their Articles of Accuſation 
the Houſe to haſten the Supply, againſt the Duke. 
but the Commons thought the Re- About the ſame Time an Affair 
dreſs of Grievances: ſhould go be happen'd in the Houſe of Lords, 
fore it; and ſo they proceeded to which gave the Court no ſmall 
examine them, particularly thoſe Diſturbance. The Earl of B,, 
relating to Religion, and appear d who ever ſince his Return from 
very warm againſt the great Power Spain had been under Confinement 
of the Duke of. Buckingham. Upon by Buckingham's Influence, in or- 
which the King ſent them another der to hinder him from giving 4 
Meſſage, and among other Things, true Account of the Tranſactions 
ſaid, 7 muſt let you know, that J. in Spain relating to the Marriage, 
evill not allow any. of my Servants and had hitherto no Writ of Sum- 
fo be qucſiioned amongſt you, much mons to Parliament, took the Ad- 
tefs fuch as are of eminent Place, and vantage of the Diſpoſition the Com. 
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were in, to petition th- Lords 
intercede with his Majeſty, that 
he might have his Summons, ac- 
cording to his Privilege as a Peer. 
The King, hereupon, ſent him a 
Sammons, but with it a Letter, or- 
dering him not to make uſe of it, 
but — his perſonal Attend- 
ance in Parliament. The Earl in 
a ſecond Petition acquainted the 
Houſe of Lords with this. his Caſe, 
and deſir d them to permit him to 
bring his Accuſation againſt the 
Duke, who had not only wronged 
him in his Narrative of the Pro- 
ceedings in relation to the Match, 
but alſo impos'd upon the late 
King, his preſent Majeſty, the State, 
and the Parliament. The King, 
who was reſolv'd to ſtand by the 
Duke, was ſo offended. at this Pro- 
ceeding of the Earl of Brifo/, that 
he order'd the Attorney-General 


to exhibit to the Houſe a Charge 


of High-Treaſon againſt him; who 
age 
from authentic Letters and Papers, 
ſuch an Account. of the whole Spa- 
vid Affair, directly contrary to what 
the Duke had given, as juſtify'd 
his Conduct in the Eye of the whole 
World, and ſhew'd the Duke's Re- 
lation to be nothing but downright 
Forgery and Prevarication. 

Soon after the Earl had given 
in his Anſwer, and exhibited his 
Charge againſt the Duke of Buck- 
ingbam, the Commons brought up 
to the Lords their Declaration and 
Impeachment againſt the ſaid Duke, 
13 Articles of Miſde- 
meanors, Miſpriſions, Offences and 


Crimes, Sir Dudley Diggs open'd 


the Charge, fix other Commoners 
{poke to the Articles, and Sir John 
lliet congluded. Diggs and Elliot 


k _ vere-pigſently after, by Order of the 


King, ſent to the Tower; and withiu 
a Day or two the King went to the 
Houle of Lords, on Purpoſe to 
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indicate the Duke, telling them, 


he himſelf could be a Witneſs to 
clear him of every Thing that was 
laid to his Charge. No ſooner was 
the King gone, but the Commons 
ſent a Meſſage to the Lords, de- 
firing that the Duke might be taken 
into Cuſtody, but the Lords did- 
not care to do that, for fear of 
incurring the King's Diſpleaſure. 
The Commons alſo made ſuch a 
Stir about their impriſon'd Mem- 


bers, that the King thought fit to 


releaſe them. 

- Whilſt the Duke was under the 
Impeachment, he procur'd himſelf 
to choſen Chancellor of Cam- 


bridge, notwithſtanding one of the 


Articles againſt him was his en- 
roſſing a Plurality of Offices. The 
mmons took great Offence . at 
this, but the King ſupported his 
Election. A few Wo after, the 
Duke gave in his Anſwer to the 
Impeachment of the Commons, who. 
defir'd a Copy of it, in order to 
make good their Charge : But the. 
King, with a View to interrupt theſe, 
Proceedings, ſent a Meſſage to the 
Commons to diſpatch the Supply 
by ſuch a Day. Notwithſtanding, 
the Houſe proceeding {till in their 
own Way, preſented a Petition to 
the King againſt Popiſh Recuſants, 
and gave a Liſt of 59 Papiſts, Who 
were in Places of Truſt and Au- 
thority, tho' the King had promis'd 
the laſt Parliament to ſee this Grie- 
vance redreſs'd. They then waited, 
on him in a Body, with an Anſwer. 
to his laſt Meſſage, juſtifying their. 
Conduct, and deſiring that the. 
Duke might be forbid? all farther 
Acceſs to his Perſon ; with which 
he was ſo offended, that he de- 
termin'd to diſſolve the Parliament, 
tho' the Lords beſought him not 
to do it. The Commons having 
Intimation of this Reſolution, made 
haſte to draw up a Remonſtrance 
againſt the Duke, as the principal 
Cauſe of all the Grievances in the 
BFA . King- 
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Kingdom, and againſt 7 _ and 
Poundage, which had been levy'd 
by the King ever fince his Acceſ- 
ſion, tho" it was never underſtood 
to be payable without a ſpecial 
Act of Parliament in every new 
Reign. But the Parliament was 
diffolv'd by Commiſſion, June 15, 
before this Remonſtrance could be 
preſented, and the King order'd 
all ſuch as had Copies of it, to 
burn the fame. And now various 
illegal Methods were again uſed 
to raiſe Morey, beſides Tonnage 
and Poundage; ſuch as Loans, Be- 
nevolences, Compounding with Po- 
piſh Recuſants, &c. Beſides a Loan 
of a certain Sum from every Peer, 
a general Loan from the Subject 
was reſolv'd on, and Commiſhoners 
were appointed in the ſeveral Coun- 
ties, with Inſtructions for that Pur- 
oſe. Perſons of Rank, who re- 
Fuſed to lend the King Money, 
were impriſon'd and otherwiſe op- 
reſs d; and the meaner Sort ſent 
or Soldiers, or to ſerve on board 
the Fleet. Soldiers were alſo billet- 
ted on private Houſes, to frighten 
Perfons into the Loan : And Dr. 
Sibthorp and Dr. Mainwaring were 
employ'd to preach up as Scrip- 
ture-Doctrine, the moſt flavith No- 
tions of Paſſive Obedience, and to 
threaten People with Damnation, 
if they did not ſubmit to Loans 
and other Taxes impos'd by the ſole 
Will of the King. Archbiſhop 
Abbo was ſuſpended, for refuſing 
to licence S75:horp's Sermon: And 
Manwaring, tho' fin'd and im- 
-prifon'd by the next Parliament, 
and declar'd incapable of any Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Dignity, was nevertheleſs 
afterwards advanced” to a good 
Biſhoprick. 80 very unpopular 
were the Meaſures of the Court, 
whilſt Eackingham ruled all, and 
Laud was the King's Favourite- 
Counſellor for the Affairs of the 
Church, | 


"Tis very ftrange, that in the 
Circumſtances the King was in, 
having a War with the Houſe of 
Auſtria on his Hands, having quar- 
rell'd with his Parliament, and be 
ing in continual Want of Money, 
after all the extraordinary Expedi. 
ents for raiſing it, he ſhould take it 
in his Head to declare War againſt 
France. But it ſeems this was for 
the Intereſt of the Favourite and 
Miniſters, who fearing' Jeſt the 
King, being tired out with the 
fruitleſs Attempts to recover the 
Palatinate by Arms, might make 
Peace with Spain, put him upon 
this Meaſure, that he might ſtill 
be under a Neceflity of raiſing 
Money by extraordinary Methods, 
and ſo the Miſunderſtanding be- 
tween him and his People might be 
kept up, as his coming to an ** 
ment with them would be infalli- 
bly the Ruin of Buckingham and 
his Creatures. Various Pretences 
were alledged for this War, and 
chiefly that of aſſiſting the Hugue- 
not,; tho', as they were Preſby- 
terians, conſidering the oppoſite 
Notions of the Ring, and his 
Miniſters, ſome of the chief of 
whom were Catholicks, and that 
Buckingham was of no Religion at 
all, one can hardly think this ſhould 
be the true Reaſon of the War. 
Some, with as little Probability, 
aſcribe it to Buckingham's Amour 
with Ann of Auſtria, Wife ol 
Lewis XIII, when he was at Par: 
to fetch home the Queen, and 
upon the Court of France's being 
exceedingly enrag'd at his Inſo- 
lence, fwore he would ſee her 2. 
gain in ſpite of them; and to that 

nd, as is pretended, drew hi 
Maſter into this War; which, © 
it was very unteaſonable for the 
King, was render'd yet more un— 
12 by his leaving the Whole 

anagement of it to the Duke, 


who was made Admiral of ti* 
Fleet 


he 
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Fleet, conſiſting of above 100 Ships, 
and Commander in Chief of the 
Land-Forces, to the Number of 
ooo. With this Fleet and Army 
8 fail'd from Port/mouth, June 27, 
1627, and appear'd before Rochel, 
on the 2oth of July, under Colour 
of relieving that Place, which was 
threatned with a Siege. The Re- 
chellers knowing nothing of the 
Matter, ſcrupled to receive them, 
and ſhut their Gates for fear of a 
Surprize; upon which the Duke 
fail'd to the %e off Rhe, where he 
landed his Troops, but manag'd 
Matters ſo badly, and was ſo di 
latory in his Proceedings, that be- 
ing, at laſt, preſs'd upon by the 
French, he with Difficulty reimbark- 
ed, and return'd home from this 
inglorious Expedition, with the 
Loſs of ſome thouſands of his Men. 

The ill Succeſs of this Expe- 
dition fill'd People's Mouths with 
freſh Complaints againſt the Duke 
of Buckingham, and increas'd the 
Diſaffection to the King, who in- 
truſted the whole Conduct of it to 
a Perion ſo much diſlik'd by the 
Nation, and unexperienc'd in mili- 
tary Aﬀairs. But the King was re- 
foly'd to by on as he had began; 
and the Rochellers having ſent their 
Deputies to implore Aſſiſtance, he 
determin'd to equip another Fleet, 
and to ſend it under the ſame 
Commander. In the mean Time, 
he was greatly diſtreſs'd for Want 
of Money, that frem the Loan 
coming in but ſlowly, as it every 
where met with great Oppoſition, 
notwithſtanding all the Artifices 
and oppreſſive Meaſures uſed to 
inforce it. In this Difficulty the 
King took the Advice of Sir Ro- 
ert Cotton, to call a Parliament, 
and to order it ſo for the Sake of 
the Duke, that he might be the 
firſt who ſhould propoſe it in full 
Council, To prepare the Way for 


their Meeting, ſome popular Things 
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were done: The Gentlemen, who 
had been impriſon'd on Account 
of the Loan, were releas'd ; Arch- 
biſhop 44bot, the Biſhop of Lincoln, 
and the Earl of Biiſtol, who were 
under the Diſpleaſure of the Court, 
had their Writs of Su.:.mons ſeat 
them. 

The Parliament met on March 
17, 1628. The King preſs'd them 
to a ſpeedy Supply, and told them, 
if they did not their Duty herein, 
he mnſt uſe thoſe other Means, 
which God had put into his Hands. 
Then the Lord Keeper magnify'd 
the Dangers from abroad, from 
Francr, and the two Branches of 
the Houſe of Auftria, wiz. the 
Emperor and the King of Spain, 
to induce the Commons to grant 
an immediate Supply; and faid, 
tho' Parliaments were the fitteſt, 
they were not the only Way ; 
bidding them remember his Ma- 
jeſty's Admonition. So loth Mas 
the King to ſeem beholden to his 
Parliament, which was no very 
proper Way to gain the Commons 
Affection: Who being in a diffe- 
rent Way of thinking from his 
Majeſty and his Miniſters, inſtead 
of going upon the Supply, enter'd 
immediately on the Conſideration 
of the Grievances of the Nation, 
ſuch as Billetting of Soldiers upon 


22 Houſes, Loans by Benevo- 


ence and Privy-Scals, the Im- 
priſonment of thoſe. who refuſed 
to lend, or Impriſonment without 
Cauſe thewn, and denying them 
the Benefit of an Habras Corpus, as 
alſo Commiſſions for trying Per- 
ſons by Martial-Law. Then they 
came to ſeveral Reſolutions con- 
cerning the Liberty and Property 
of the Subject; and tho' the Cour- 
tiers ſtil] preſs'd the Supply in the 
firſt Place, the Commons were not 
to be diverted from giving the 
Precedence to the Liberties of the 
Nation and th: Redreſs of Griev- 
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ances, according to antient Cuſtom. 
However, at length they voted a 
Supply in eral, and upon a 
Meſiage 3 King to haſten 
it, promiſing that he would 5 
to any Expedient for —_— heir 
Perſons and Properties, by Way of 
Bill or otherwiſe, they unanimouſly 
voted five: Subſidies ; but at the 
ſame Time reſolved that Grievan- 
ces and Supply ſhould go Hand 
in Hand; at which the King ſhew'd 
his Diſpleaſure in a Sort of threat- 
ning Meſſage to the Houſe. * The 
Commons, by this and all the 
Speeches of the Courtiers, thinking 
the King had a Mind to elude 
the Grievances, grew more intent 
on having them redreſs'd, before 
they turn'd their Votes of Supply 
into a Bill. And all their Pro- 
ceedings, after this, tended to the 
preparing the famous Act, call'd 
the Petition of Right, whereby the 
. Grievances above-mention'd were 
declar'd to be illegal, and the 
Rights of the Subject eſtabliſh'd ; 
particularly, That no Man here- 
* after be compelled to make or 
© yield any Giſt, Loan, Benevo- 
« lence, Tax, or ſuch like Charge, 
without common Conſent by 


Act of Parliament.“ The King 


. uſed all Manner of Arts to hinder 
this Petition, or Bill, from being 
preſented to him, and would have 
had them reſt ſolely on his Royal 
Word, or ſome general Promiſes ; 
but this made the Commons the 
more reſolute to ſtick to' the Me- 
thod they had choſen ; and ſo, after 
they had, with ſome Difhculty, got 
the Conſentof the Lords, the King, 
on June 2, came to the Parliament 

and gave an Anſwer to their Peti- 
tion, which however was not ſatiſ- 
factory: But the Commons did not 


deſiſt, till his Majeſty, on June 7, 


came again to the Houle. of Peers, 
and return d ſuch a plain and di- 
rect Anſwer, as gave. entire Satil- 
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faction; after which the Subfidy. 
Bill was paſs'd by the Commons. 
But many Grievances remainin 
ſtill unredreſſed, they drew up a Re- 
monſtrance, and preſented it to the 


King, complaining of the En- 


couragement and Growth of Po. 
pery, and of Arminiani/m, and 
naming Neale, Biſhop of Winchefter, 
and Laud, lately tranſlated to Bath 
and Wells, as its principal En- 
couragers and Promoters. The 
Arminians being then in Favour at 
Court, labour'd under the fame 
popular Odium as the Papiſts; 
tho' between Arminiani/m and Po- 


pery there is properly no Con- 


nection. They alſo complain'd of 
the Decay of Trade, the Loſs of 
Ships and Mariners, by not guard- 
ing the Narrow-Seas, the ill Con- 
duct and bad Succeſs of the / 
of Rhe Expedition, and m general 
of the Neglect of the Honour and 
Safety of the Nation; and concluded 
thus, Of all which Evils and 
* Dangers, the principal Cauſe is the 
Duke of Buckingham's exceſſive 
© Power, and Abuſe of that Power. 
The ſame Day the Remonſtrance 
was preſented, the Commons {ent 
up the Subſidy-Bill to the Lords, 
tor their Concurrence, and then 
fell immediately on the Bil! f 
Tonnage and Poundage ; but finding 
they jy 

fect it, a Committee was appoint- 
ed to draw up a Remonſtrance of 
the undue Taking of Tonnage and 
Poundage, without an Act of Par- 
liament. The King, to hinder the 
preſenting of any ſuch Remon- 
ftrance, came in Haſte to the 
Parliament, on June 26, and after 
a Speech, which ſhew'd his Re- 
ſentment, and paſſing the Subidy- 
Bill, prorogu'd it to the 20th of 
October. Aſter which, Sir Richard 
Weſton, a known Papiſt, was made 
Lord- Treaſurer, as alſo Earl of 
Portland, and Biſhop Laud Was 
28 + $5  twanſlated 


ould not have Time to per- 


hame 
proro 
Chant; 


tranllatad from the See of Bash 
and N to that of London. 


The King had prepar'd a Fleet 
to relieve Rechet ; and when the 


Duke of Buckingham was at Por!/- 
mouth, ready to embark, he was 
aſſaſſinated by one John Felton, 
formerly a Lieutenant in a Regi- 
ment of Foot, who ſtabb'd him 
to the Heart, ſo that he inſtantly 
fell down dead. It did not appear 
that Felton had any Accomplice, 
and he confeſs'd that what mov'd 
him to it, was his being perſuaded, 
from the Commons late Remon- 
ſtrance, that the Duke was an Ene- 
my to his Country. He did not 
endeavour to make his Eſcape, and 
ſo being taken and brought up to 
Londom, was executed at Tyburn, 
and carried down to Port/mouth, 
and there hang'd in Chains. The 
King was ſenſibly affected with 
this tragical End of his Favourite, 
and to ſhew his Affection to his 
Memory, continued all his Creatures 
in their Poſts. The Fleet how- 
ever ſail'd for Rachel, but could 
not come near the Town, by reaſon 
of the ſtrong Barricado, which 
Cardinal Richlieu had cauſed to be 
made. So the poor Inhabitants 
having no Hopes of Relief, ſur- 
render'd to their King's Mercy, 
in Preſence of the Engl; Fleet, 
who had then nothing to do but to 
make the beſt of their Way home, 
Soon after, in 1629, a Peace was 
concluded between the two Crowns; 
which was follow'd by a Peace 
with Spain, the next Year: And fo 
theſe impolitick, ſham Wars ended, 
for the Sake of which, the King 
had ſo earneſtly demanded Supplies 
of his Parliament, and which alſo 
was the Pretence for ſo many il- 
legal Exactions on his Subjects. 

Before the Meeting of the Par- 
lament, which had been farther 
prorogu'd to Far. 20, three Mer- 
chants of London, one of them a 
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Member of the Houſe, had their 
Goods ſeiz'd for refuſing to pay 
Tonnage and Poundage, which gave 
the Commons freſh Occaſion of 
Complaint at the Beginning of 
the Seſſion. The King earneſtly 
nd them to diſpatch the Bill of 

onnage and Poundage, which, 
he ſaid, might include his paſt 
Actions, and prevent all Diſputes 
for the future. But the Commons 
enter d warmly upon the Conſide- 
ration of Religion, alledging that 
that claim'd the firſt Regard in 
their Deliberations; and in the 
Midſt of theſe Debates, the Ware- 
houſe of Mr. Rolls, one of the 
three Merchants above-mention'd, 
and a Member of the Houſe, was 
lock'd up by a Purſuivant, and 
himſelf ſerv'd with a Subpcena; 
which put the Houſe into a Flame : 
And when the Speaker, Sir John 
Finch, was order'd to put the 
Queſtion, That Mr. Rolls ought 
to have had Privilege of Perfon 
and Goods, he refus'd, declaring, 
that his Majeſty had commanded 
him not to put any ſuch Queſtion. 
Upon which the Houſe adjourn'd, 
in a Heat, to Feb. 25, and were 
farther adjourn'd, by the King's 
Order, to March 2. Then they re 
quir'd him to put the ſame Queſ- 
tion, but he id he had the King's 
Order to adjourn the Houſe to 
the 10th, and then offer'd to leave 
the Chair ; but was forcibly kept 
in it by ſome of the Members, 
till Sir 7% Elliot had drawn u 
the following Proteſtation, was 
was tumultuouſly agreed to by the 
Houſe, vg. NAD 

1. Whoſoever ſhall bring in In- 
novation of Religion, or by. Favour 
or Countenance ſeem to extend 
or introduce Popery or Arminiani/m, 
or other Opinion diſagreeing from 
the true. and orthodox Church, ſhall 
be reputed a capital Enemy to this 
Kingdom and Commonwealth. 
4 2. Who- 


—_— 
2. Whoſoever ſhall counſel or 
adviſe the Taking and Levying of 
* Subſidies of Tonnage and 
oundage, not „ by 


Parliament, or ſhall an Actor 
or Inſtrument therein, ſhall be re- 
puted an Innovator in the Go- 
vernment, and a capital Enemy 
to the Kingdom and Common- 
wealth. 

3. If any Merchant or Perſon 
whatſoever, ſhall voluntarily yield 
«nd pay the ſaid Subſidies of Lon- 
rage and Poundage, not bejng 

ranted by Parliament, he ſhal 
likewiſe be reputed a Betrayer of 


the Liberties of England, and an 


nemy to. the ſame, 
Ihe next Day, Sir Milrs Hobart, 
Sir John Ellict, Denzil Hollis, and 
22 Selden, Eiqrs. and five other 
Members, were cited before. the 
Council. Four of them appear'd, 
and refuſing to anſwer out of Par- 
liament, for what was ſaid and 
done in Parliament, wcre com- 
mitted to the Towey ; and Pro- 
clamations were iſſued for appre- 
hending the reſt, On March 10, 
the King came. to the Houſe of 
Peers, and without ſending for the 
Commons, tho* ſeveral of them 
Went up, made a Spcech to the 
Lords, thanking them ſor their 
dutiful Behaviour; and reſſecting on 
the Commons, 'gave thoſe who 
had been moſt zealous againſt Ton- 
nage and Poundage, the opprobri- 
ous Name of Vipers; and then 
diſſolv'd the Parliament. After 
which, ſeveral of the Members in 
Cuſtody, we re fin'd in the King*s- 
Bench, and adjudg'd to be im- 
priſon'd during the King's Plea- 
1are. And Sir John Elliot, in this, 
or the following Year, actually 
died in Pr:ſon. 

Thus ended King Charles's third 
Parliament. But as the Plea of 
the War continu'd ſtill for ſome 
Ame, and as the Miniſters never 
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wanted ſome Preterce or other ta 
raiſe Meney, ſo they were very 
fruitful in illegal Schemes for that 
Purpoſe, during the eleven ſuc- 
ceeding Years that the Nation was 
without a Parliament. Monopolies 
were ſet up, from whence the King 
was to have an annual Revenue: 
Theſe increas d to that Degree, 
that the Sale of almoſt all Com- 
modities was by this Means in- 
groſs'd by ſome Company or other, 
even down to old Rags, A Com- 
miſſion was erected for compound- 
ing with thoſe worth 407. a Year 
or upwards, who had neglected to 
receive Knighthood at the King's 
Coronation, Fines were impos'd 
in the Star-Chamber, and other 
Courts, by Virtue of obſolete Laws, 


and for not complying with ſore 


new and extraordinary Proclama- 
tions. Commiſſioners were ap- 
pointed to compound for deſective 
Titles, with ſuch as held Lands 
of the Crown. Theſe and many 
other Projects for raiſing Money, 
were ſet on foot in theſe Limes, 
and Jonnage and Poundage con 
tinued to be exacted all the While 
with the utmoſt Rigour. But no- 
thing was more odious to the Na- 
tion, or met with greater Obloquy, 
than the Affair of Ship-Money, 
or requiring the Subjects, at their 
own Expence, to furniſh ſuch 34 
Number of Ships, with Men, Am- 
munition, and Proviſions. I his 
was at firſt impos' d only on 
the Sea- Ports and Places of Mer 
chandize, but afterwards on the 
whole Nation; and every one was 
oblig'd to contribute his Quota to 
this Tax, according as he was a“ 
ſeſſed. The King got the Opinion 
of the Judges in favour of this 
Impoſition, and publiſh'd it in 
1636. And the next Year, 7% 
Hampden, Eſq; of Bucking ham ire, 
made that famous Stand againſt 
Ship-Money, by which he gain d 


1 


the 


the Reputation of a great Patriot. 
He refus d to pay his Quota, and 
the Cauſe was argu'd in the Ex- 
cbegner, from Now. 6, to Dec. 18, 
when, tho' he was caſt, neither 
the King nor the Judges gain'd 
any” Credit by it. 

At the ſame Time, the Hierar- 
chy exercis'd great Severity againſt 
ſuch as did not punttually conform 
to its Ceremomes, to which Laud 
and others had added many new 
ones, pretty much reſembling thoſe 
of the Papiſts; which made his 
Enemies reproach him with a De- 
ſign to introduce Popery: Tho 
that Charge ſeems not to be well- 
grounded. His Intention ſeems 
only to have been, to make the 
Church of England vye with that 
of Rome in outward Pomp and 
Splendor, and to vex and harraſs 
the Puritans or Preſbyterians, to 
whom he was a ſworn Ene- 
my. The High-Commiſſon- Court, 
where Laud preſided and directed 
every Thing, was extremely rigid 
againſt this Sort of People, which 
only ſerv'd to increaſe their Nnm- 
bers: And thoſe who oppos'd the 
arbitrary Meaſures of the Govern- 
ment, join'd with theſe in order 
to ſtrengthen their Party. Arch- 
bſhop Abbot, a Prelate of a mild 
Diſpoſition, and an Enemy to the 
illegal Proceedings of the Court, 
and therefore branded with Puri- 
taniſm, dying in 1633, Laud was 
immediately rais'd to the Archi- 
epiſcopal Dignity; when his Se- 
verity increas'd with his Power, 
and not content with forcing the 
EnglibPreſbyterians to Conformity, 
which made many remove with 
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n their Families to the American Plan- 
8 tations, he ſent out his Injunctions 
n to the Dutch and Yulloon Churches, 
n who had been long ſettled in the 
„ Nation, to compel them to the 
1 lame Conformity, to the great 


Detriment of Trade, which had 
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been much improv'd by the Com- 
ing in of theſe People. 

Soon after the Diſſolution of the 
Parliament, Sir Thomas Wentworth, 
a zealous and able Declaimer a- 
ganſt Grievances, not only in that, 

ut the two preceding Parliaments, 
was brought over to the Court, 
and, with Archbiſhop Laud, be- 
came the King's chief Confident 
and Counſellor. He was made 
Lord Wentwerth, Deputy of Ve- 
land, Preſident of the Council in 
the North (a Court held at York, 


much like the Star- Chamber at 


Heſiminſter, 9 and at laſt Earl of 
Stra ford. Prince Charles, after- 
wards Charles II. was born, May 
29, 1630; and Prince Fames, in 
1633, who was immediately created 
Duke of Jer, and was afterwards 
King James IT. | 

Frederick, the unfortunate Elector 
Palatine, and King of Bohemia, 
the King's Brother-in-Law, died 
in 1632, Endeavours had been 
uſed to reſtore him to his here- 
ditary Dominions, by Means of 
Guſtavus Adolphus, King of Sweden, 
who, to deliver Germany from the 
Tyranny of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
had invaded that Country with 
moſt ſurpriſing Succeſs. But that 
Prince being flain in the Battle of 
Lutzen, all his grand Projects funk 
with him, and the Reſtitution of 
the Palatinate came to nothing z 
as, indeed, the ay. of Sweden 
never appear'd very ſincere in the 
Affair, tho' King Charles had ſent 
him a Body of 6000 Men. Prince 
Charles, the Elector's eldeſt Son, 
ſucceeded to his Father's Rights, 
and ſhortly after came over, with 
his Brother Prince Rupert, to his 
Uncle's Court in England. 

In May, 1633, the King thought 
fit to take a Journey into Scor- 
land, where being arriv'd, he was 
crown'd at Edinburgh, held a Par- 
liament, which gave him s large 

Sublidy, 
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Subſidy, and took ſome Steps to- 
wards his and Laud's favourite 
Project of eſtabliſhing Epiſcopacy 
in Scotland, and introducing the 
Engliſh Ceremonies there, He re- 
turn'd in Juſy, and about the ſame 
Time, in Oppoſition to the Puri- 
tans, ſupported Wakes and Revels 
on Sundays, and renew'd and con- 
firm'd his Father's Proclamation, 
allowing Diverſions and Recreations 
on a Sunday, after divine Service. 
In 1634, Prynne, for writing 
his Hiftriomaſtix, againſt Stage- 
Plays, reflecting on the Court and 
Biſhops, was ſentenc'd, in the Sc ar- 
Chamber, to be ſet in the Pillory, 
to have his Ears cut off, to be im- 
priſon'd during Pleaſure; and fin'd 
_ J. Two or three Years after, 

aſtwwick and Burton, and the ſame 
Prynne, for writing Books againſt 
the Hierarchy, and to the Scandal 
of the Government, were ſentenc'd 
to be- pillory'd, to loſe their Ears, 
and Prynne the Remainder of his 
Ears, and to pay a Fine of 5000 /. 
each; after which, they were ſent 
ſeparately to remote Priſons, and 
there kept till the Times turn'd. 
However bold theſe Men were in 
their Writings, theſe Severities did 
the Court no Good, but open'd 
the People's Mouths the more a- 
gainſt them. Biſhop Villiams, about 
the ſame Time, fell under the Re- 
ſentment of the Court, being ex- 
orbitantly fin'd, ſuſpended from his 
Biſhoprick, and impriſon'd in the 
Tower during the King's Pleaſure, 
In 1635, died Thomas Parr, 
a 152, born at Drayton in 
Shropſhire, the laſt Year of King 
Edward IV. and brought up to 
Court, as a Rarity, in this Reign ; 


ſo that he had liv'd in the Reigns of 


ten Kings and Queens of England. 
From what King Charlis did in 
Seotland, in the Year 1637, we may 
date the Beginning of his Ruin. 

This Was his attempting to im- 


| VT 


CHARLES I. 


- on the Scotch Nation, Epi. 
opal Government, and the Dili 
line, Ceremonies and Service of 
the Church of England. He firſt 
ſent down a Book of Canons, and 
then the Liturgy or Serwice- Book, 
3 it to be read on ſuch a 
Day. But whey the Dean began 
to read it in St. Gz/ers-Church, 
at Edinburgh, there was ſuch a 
Tumult, Noiſe and Clamour among 
the People, that not a Word could 
be heard; and when the Biſhop 
of Edinburgh, who was to preach, 
ſtept into the Pulpit, in order to 
appeaſe the Populace, he was treated 
in the ſame Manner, and more- 
over had a Stool flung at his Head, 
At laſt, when the Magiſtrates of 
Edinburgh had with much Difti- 
culty got the Rioters out of the 
Church, the Dean went on, but 
was continually interrupted by the 
Multitude without, knocking at 
the Doors, throwing Stones at the 
Windows, and making bitter Ex- 
clamations againſt the ee. Bok 
as if it was deſign'd to introduce 
Popery amongſt them. There were, 
at the ſame Time, the like Tu- 
mults in the other Churches of 
Edinburgh ; and afterwards, other 
Tumults on the ſame Account, 
more formidable than the firſt. 
The Malecontents ſeem'd at firſt 
to be only the meaner Sort ot 
People, but they were ſoon openly 
abetted by great Numbers of the 
Nobility 8 Gentry. The King 
ſent down his Proclamations to 
pacify them, but they proteſted 
againſt them, as deſign'd only to 
en ſnare them. At laſt, in 1638, 
they erected Tables, or Commit- 
tees, at Edinburgh, to manage their 
Affairs; one of the Nobility, ano- 
ther of the Gentry, a third of the 
Burghers, and a fourth of the Mi- 
niſters; as alſo a general Table, 
conſiſting of Commiſſioners from 
the other four. From theſe Table: 
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— their famous Solemm 
League and Covenant, for the Main- 
tenance of their Religion from all 


Innovations, ſubſcrib'd by almoſt 
the whole Scotch Nation. The 
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in the mean Time, ary pur far 
their Defence, but rely'd more on 
their Friends in Exgland, and even 
at Court and in the King's Army, 


than on their own Preparations. 


Marquis of Hamilton was ſent They acted with great Policy and 


High- Commiſſioner, who endea- 
vour d by various Artifices to break 
their Meaſures. But nothing would 


ſatisfy them but a General Aſſem- 


bly and a Parliament. A General 
Aſſembly accordingly met at G/a/- 
ow, Now. 21, which the Tables 
d taken care to have compoſed 
of ſuch as were wholly devoted to 
them. The High - Commiſhoner 
finding them not likely to be ma- 
naged, diſſolv'd the Aſſembly in 
the King's Name, on the 28th. 
Nevertheleſs they continued ſitting 
by their own Authority, paſs'd ſe- 
yeral Acts againſt the Innovations, 
and declar'd Epiſcopacy to be a- 
boliſhed by the Confeſſion of 
1580. 
The Courtiers, and rigid Epiſco- 
qa in England, deem'd theſe 
roccedings of the Scots, no better 
than Rebellion ; but the Puritans, 
among whom we muſt now reckon 
all, who were diſſatisfied with the 
Government, who were by far the 
moſt numerous, look'd on the 
Scots as their Friends, and thought 
they had Reaſon for what they 
did, from the arbitrary Meaſures 
of the Court to alter their Kirk- 
Eſtabliſhment. - However, as ſoon 
as ever the King heard that the 
Aſſembly continued ſitting by their 
own Authority, he reſolved on 
raiſing an Army in England to re- 
duce them to Obedience. He ſum- 
mon'd the Nobility to attend him 
at York, April 1, 1639, and to 
ring what Forces they could raile ; 
and each County was likewiſe o- 
bliged to raiſe ſuch a Number of 
Troops. So the King coming to 
Tork, found himſelf at the Head 
of above 20,000 Men. The Scots, 


Caution, and punctually obſerv'd | 


the King's Proclamation, not to 
approach within ten Miles of the 
Borders, thereby ſhewing that the 
War was not offenſive on their 
Part ; till the King order'd the Earl 
of Holland to march into Scotland 
by the Way of Ke/ſo, with 3000 
Foot and 1000 Horſe. Then 
Leſley, the Scotch General, ſent a 
Body of Forces to oppoſe his 
March ; upon which he halted, 
and thought fit at laſt to retire. 
The Scots now thought they ſhould 
be juſtify'd in approaching the 
Borders, and ſo L march'd to- 
wards Kelſo with 12,000 Men. 
Then the King ſaw his Miſtake, 
in thinking their Obedience to his 
Proclamation was the Effect of 
their Fear. And he had ſtill a 
farther Reaſon to diſlike his pre- 
ſent Expedition, when his Gene- 
rals advis'd him, upon. the Ap- 


proach of the Scots, not to give 


Battle, tho* he was ſuperior to 
them in Number ; by which he 
ſaw they were not very willing to 
venture their Lives in this Quarrel. 
The two Armics therefore being 
alike refolv'd to keep upon the 
Defenſive, the Scots, at length, 
ſent an humble Petition to the King, 
beſeeching him to appoint Com- 
miſſioners to treat of a Peace; 
which his Majeſty having conſented 
to, the Articles of Pacification 
were agreed on, June 17. But 
this was a very precarious, un- 
ſettled and uncertain Peace; and 
as it ſeem'd to be conſented to in 
Haſte, by both Parties, for gain- 
ing Time, a ſecond Rupture might 
be ſoon naturally expected; which, 
indeed, happened the next Year, 
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1640. For when the King ſaw, 
that the Scorch Parliament was fully 
bent, utterly to aboliſh Epiſcopacy, 
he prorogu'd it in fuch a Manner, 
as gave an univerſal Diſcontent ; 
and ſoon after it was reſolv'd in 
Council to reduce the Scots to their 
Duty by Force of Arms. Ac- 
cordingly his Majeſty raisd a nu- 
merous Army, appointing the Earl 
of Northumberland General, and 
the Earl of Strafford Lieutenant- 
General, But as he was in Want 
of Money, and this was not a 
Time to increaſe the People's Diſ- 
content, by purſuing the late illegal 
Methods X railing it, his fecret 
Council thought proper to adviſe 
him to call a Parliament. 

This Parliament meeting, April 
13, 1640, ſeem'd not at all inclin'd 
to meddle with the Scorch Affair, 
but inſtead of that, took into im- 
mediate Confideration the many 
Petitions preſented them from ſe- 
veral Counties againſt the Grievan- 
ces of Ship-Money, Monopolies, 
the Star-Chaimber, High-Commiſſron- 
Court, &c. Upon this, both Houſes 
were commanded to attend the 
King at Vhiteball, where the Lord- 
Keeper Finch reminded them of 
his Majeſty's Deſire of granting 
him an immediate Supply for the 
Scotch War; but this making 
no Impreffion upon them, they 
Kill proceeded with the Gnev- 
ances. Then the Lords, by the 
King's Deſire, demanded a Con- 
ference with the Commons, at 
which they endeavour'd to ſhew, 
that the Supply, in the preſent 
Exigency, ſhould go before the 
Grievances. But this, contrary to 
Expectation, only retarded the 
King's Affairs: For the Commons 
voted the Lords meddling with the 
Supply, to be a Breach of Privi- 
lege; and the Contelt between the 
two Houſes took up ſeveral Days. 
At laſt, on the 4th of M., the 
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King ſent Sir H:nry Fane, Secre. 
tary of State, to tell the Com- 
mons, that if they would imme. 
Ciately grant him 12 Subſidies, he 
would conſent to the entire Abolih. 
ing of Ship-Money. Great De. 
bates enſu'd on this, many think. 
ing the Demand exorbitant ; how. 
ever the Commons ſeem'd now 
inclin'd to give the King ſome 
Satisfaction: But Sir Henry Lays, 
who is ſaid to have dealt treache- 
rouſiy in this Affair, declaring that 
leſs would not be accepted, whereas 


it is affirm'd that he had Orders 


to deſcend to 8, or even to 6 
Subſidies, if 12 would not go 
down, this ſpoil'd all. However, 
the Commons deferr'd their Re- 
ſolution to the next Day; and in the 
mean Time, tis ſaid, Vane and the 
Sollicitor Herbert went and gave 
a worſe Account to his Majeſty, 
of the Temper of the Houſe, than 
it deſerv'd; and told him, that 
they deſign'd on the Morrow to 
vote againſt the Scotch War; which 
Miſrepreſentation was thought to 
be with a Deſign to ruin Sr ford, 
who was moſt zealous for that 
War. However, the King believing 
what they ſaid, haſtily diffoly'd tie 
Parliament, after it had fate but 
about three Weeks; and, as was 
uſual with him, ſent ſome of the 
Members to Priſon. He was ſoon 
after ſenſible of his Error, and was 
ſorry for what he had done; and, 
the very next Day conſulted, whe- 
ther he might recal them by bis 
Proclamation to fit again. But this 
being impracticable, all the Me- 
thods before uſed, and others 25 
odions, were put in Practice, to 
raiſe Money for paying the Army 
againſt the Scots. 
The Scots knowing what W's 
deſign'd againſt them, were not 
behind in their Preparations. Ge. 
neral Leſiy paſs'd the Tweed, Aug. 
20, with the Scots Army, confilt- 
| ing. 
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of 22,000 Men; and the ſame 
Day the King ſet out from London 
for ork, where the greateſt Part 
of his Army lay encamped: But 
the Lord Conway, General of the 
Horſe, was advanced to Newcaſtle, 
with 3000 Foot, and 1500 Horle. 
befley forc'd the Paſſage of the 
Tine at Newbwurn, Conway e:dea- 
vouring in vain to oppoſe him, 
being oblig'd to retreat, with the 
Loſs of ſome Hundreds of his 
Men ; and quitting Newcaſtle, in 
Conſternation, with the royal 
Troops, the Scots immediately en- 
ter'd it, and became Maſters of 
the Town. They uſed this Ad- 
vantage with great Prudence, to 
let} the Engl; ſee they had no 
Deſign againſt them. They diſ- 
pers d two Manifeſto's, one entitled, 
Six Conſiderations of the Lawſulneſs 
of their Expedition ; the other, In- 
tentions of” the Scots and their Army 
manifeſted to their Brethren of Eng- 
land : In which they endeavour'd 
to ſhew, that what mov'd them 
to arm and enter Eng/and, was no 


Quarrel they had with the Eng- 


lib Nation, but only to defend 
themſelves agaiaſt ſome evil Mi- 
niſters, naming in particular, Laud, 


and Strafford, who were the chief 


of the King's ſecret Council. In 
ſhort, they uſed all their Art to 
recommend themſelves to the Eng- 
liſh, who were indeed generally 
averſe to this Scorch War, which 
the King had raſhly undertaken. 
In order to this, they fail'd not 
to ſhew their extreme Deſire of 
Peace, and ſent an humble Peti- 
tion to the King, that ' he would 
be graciouſly pleas'd to redreſs 
their Grievances, by the Advice 
of the Exgl;/b Parliament. 

The King now in che utmoſt 
Perplexity, ſummon'd a Great 
Council of the Peers to meet him 
at Jet, in order to have their 
Advice. In the mean Time, the 
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City of London, and the Gentry of 
Yorkfvire petition'd him to caff a 
Parliament, as the only Means to 
redreſs their Grievances, and re- 
move the Dangers that threatned 
both him and the State : And a 
Petition to the ſame Purpoſe was 
1 by twelve Peers, in be- 

If of themſelves and divers o- 
thers. The King's Neceſſities were 
now ſo urgent, that he was forced 
to comply; and ſo he told the 
Great Council, when they met, 
Sept. 24, that he had reſolv'd to 
ſummon a Parliament, for the 3d 
of Nowember. The Reſult of their 
Deliberations was, that 16 of their 
Number ſhould be ſent as Com- 


miſſioners to treat with the Scots 


about a Peace; and that 200,000 J. 
ſhould be borrow'd of the City 
of London, for maintaining the 
Army till the Parliament ſhould 
| ave the Supplies; each of the 
cers offering to become bound 
for the Repayment of the ſaid 
Sum. The King appointing Com- 
miſſioners according to the Advice 
of the Lords, the Treaty with the 
Scots began at Rippon, F. 1, and 
was afterwards remov'd to Ludo, 
to their very great Advantage, 
where. they were ſure of havin 
a good Number of Friends, both in 
the City and in the Parliament. 
The famous Parliament met on 
Now. 3, 17 0. Ihe King made them 
a mild and ſoft Speech, very different 
from moſt of his former Speeches 
to his Parliaments; and among o- 
ther Things, particularly deſir'd 
tnem to find Means for driving 
the Scots out of the Kingdom: 
After which, the Commons return- 
ing to their Houle, cloſe for 
their Speaker, William Lenthall, a 
Bencher of Liacolus- lun. One of 
the firit T ung: they did, was to 
appoint a ſelect Committee, to 
draw up 4 Remoaſtrance of all the 
Gricvances of the Nation. Bat 


02 
2 King ſhewing great Compli- 
ance in giving his Aſſent to all 
their Bills, the Remonſtrance was 
laid aſide * and not 
preſented till a Vear after, when 
the Miſunderſtanding between the 
King and Parliament began to 
Out. 

After many warm Speeches upon 
Grievances at the Beginning of 
their Meeting, thoſe Members who 
in any Reſpect were concerned 
in Monopolies, were expell'd the 
Houſe. Petitions were receiv'd 
from Prynn, Baſiwick, Burton, and 
others, complaining of their ſevere 
and cruel Sentences in the Star- 
Chamber : The Houſe order'd them' 
to be brought up from their re- 
mote Impriſonments, and the Mem- 
bers of the Star- Chamber were 
afterwards made to pay all the 
Coſts and Damages to the Parties. 
And as the Sufferings of particular 
Perſons met with Regard from 
the Commons, ſo they apply'd 
themſelves in earneſt to redreſs all 
the publick Grievances ; in which 
they were very ſucceſsful, by rea- 
ſon of the King's preſent Situa- 
tion, with an Army of Scots in 
the Nation. They voted Ship- 
Money illegal, and condemn'd the 
new Canons and Oath enjoin'd 
by the laſt Convocation, when the 
King continued them fitting under 
the Name of a Synod, after the 
Diſſolution of the Parliament. 

At the ſame Time they pro- 
ceeded vigorouſly againſt the Au- 
thors of the Grievances. 'The Earl 
of  Strafford was impeach'd of 
High-Treaſon and taken into Cul- 
tody, Nev. 11, and committed to 
the Toner ſome Days after. Se- 
cretary Wind:bank was the next 
that was attack'd, upon which he 
fled into France, A Committee 
was 8 to draw up a Charge 
againſt Archbiſhop Laud, as having 
a principal Hand in the Deſign 
8 1 
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of r Laws and Con- 
ſtitution of the Realm: The Scor 
n to the 
„a long Charge of his bein 

the Author 97 all their Troubles: 
and he was voted a Traitor by 
the Commons; Nem. Con. who ſent 
up to the Lords to accuſe him of 

igh-Treaſon; upon which he was 
taken into Cuſtody, and afterwards 
committed to the Tower. The 
Lord-Keeper Finch was next voted 
a Traitor, and fled into Holland; 
but that did not hinder the Com- 
mons from impeaching him of 
High-Treaſon in the Houſe of 
Lords, He was particularly charged 
with making the Judges declare 
in fayour of Ship-Money. Judge 
Berkley, for giving his Opinion 4 
the ſaid Impofition, being alſo 
impeach'd of High-Treaſon, was 
taken off the Bench whilſt the 
Court was fitting ; and other Judges 
were — againſt, on the 
fame Account. | 

About the ſame Time, the King 
acquainted the Parliament with the 
Marriage of the Princeſs Mary, 
his eldeſt Daughter, with the Prince 


of Orange. She was Mother to 


King Villiam III. 

A Bill of four Subſidies for the 
Army and the Relief of the Nor- 
thern Parts, was pals'd, Feb. 15, 
1640-1. And at the fame Time 
was alſo paſs'd the Bill for Tri- 
ennial Parliaments, ordaining that 
Parliaments ſhould be held at leaſt 
once in three Years. 7 

The famous Trial of the Earl of 
Strafford began on May 1, 1041, 
which the Commons afterwards 
turn'd into a Bill of Attainder, 
paſs*'d it, and ſent it up to the 
Lords; where it hung for {ome 
Days, and *twas thought they 
would have rejected it. But Mr. 
Pym, about this Time, inform'd 
the Houſe of Commons of Plots 
againſt the Parliament, that the 

Army 
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q After both Houſes had 
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Army was practis d upon to bring 
them up 2 their Pro- 
ceedings, that there was a Deſign 
upon the Toawer, and that Endea- 
vours were uſed for the Earl's 
. Great Multitudes alſo 
came to Weſtminſter, apprehenſive 
of Deſigns againſt the Parhament, 
and demanding ſpeedy Juſtice a- 


alſo preſented a Petition agai 
him to the Lords, ſubſcribed by 
above 20,000 Inhabitants of Lon- 
don, calling him the grand Incen- 
diary. And ſoon after, the Lords 
paſs d the Bill of Attainder a inſt 
the Earl. The King was all this 
while in great Perplexity : He 
made a Speech to the Lords 
in favour of the Earl, and told 
them he could not in his Con- 
ſcience condemn him of Treaſon, 


4 tho' he thought his Miſdemeanors 


were ſuch, that he was not fit for 
the future to ſerve him or the 


Commonwealth in any Office, no 


not ſo much as that of a Con- 


> ſtable; and therefore he hoped they 


would find ſome Way to ſatisty 
Juſtice and their own Fears, with- 
out preſſing on his Conſcience. 
aſs'd the 
Bill, and he was preſs'd to give 
his Aſſent, he advis'd with his 
Counſellors, ſome Lawyers and Bi- 
ſhops, who perſuaded hun to it for 
the publick Safety; and fo, with 
much Reluctance he paſs'd it, by 
Commiſſion, and after that inter- 


= ceded for him, in a Letter to the 


Lords, which he ſent by his eldeſt 
Son Prince Charles: But all not 
availing, the Earl was beheaded on 


= the 22d of May, and died with 
= great Conſtancy and Reſolution. 


The Plat above-mention'd is re- 
lented as all a Chimera by the 
riends of the King; and yet it 


A rd by ſeveral Circumſtance, 


there was a Deſign to engage 
the Army to ſerve the King againtt 
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guinſt the Earl of Strafford. They 
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the Parliament, and that the King 

prov'd of it; which loſt him the 

onfidence of the Houſe : Tho? 
the Thing, probably, was much 
ay vated, and this particular 
l * * ” the Information, 
or the Sake of gaining the Point 
againſt the Earl of Strafford. The 
Reſult of this Diſcovery alſo was, 


that the Commons unanimouſly | 


enter'd into a ſolemn Proteſtation 
to ſtand by the Religion, Laws, 
and Liberties of the Kingdom; in 
which, the Lords alſo join'd ſome 
Time after, and then it was im- 
pos'd on the whole Nation. It 
alſo gave Riſe to the Bill for the 


Continuance of the Parliament, 


* this Parliament was not 
to be diſſolved but by Act of Par- 


liament, nor prorogu'd nor ad- 


journ'd, but by their own Conſent; 


which, tho' of ſo great Impor- 
tance, as quite altering the Con- 
ſtitution, the King paſs' d, without 
any Concern, at the ſame Time 
that he paſs'd that againſt the 
Earl of Stra ford. 

On June 22, his Majeſty paſs'd 
a temporary Bill of Tonnage and 
Poundage : The Preamble to which 
declar'd, that the Crown had no 


Right to take it, whithout Con- 


ſent of Parliament. | 

Not long after, an A& was 
paſſed, for taking away the Star- 
Chamber, and High - Commiſſion - 
Courts, Which, by their cruel and 
arbitrary Sentences, were become 
univerſally odious to the Nation. 
The Court at York, which was 
much like the Star- Chamber, was 
alſo aboliſh'd about the ſame Time. 

On the ioth of- Aug. his Ma- 
zeſty ſet out for Scotland, after 
having paſs'd the 4# of Pacifica- 
tion between the two Nations, and an 
AX for the total aboliſhing of Ship+ 
Money. 
mies, that had been ſuch a Burden 
to the Nation, were diſbanded; 


the 
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the Parliament having given the 


Scots zoo, oo. It is more than 
probable, that they were invited 
to come into England by ſome 
who were afterwards the chief 
Leaders in Parliament, and that 
they were kept here ſo long, on 
purpoſe to give the Parliament an 
Advantage over the King, and lay 
a Sort of Neceſſity upon him to 
paſs the Acts they had prepar'd 
for redreſſing the Grievances; for 
a Scots Army in the Kingdom, 
muſt certainly lay him under great 
Reſtraint. The Parliament were 
not pleas'd with the King's goin 

at this Time to Scotland; — 
tho', whilſt he was there, he paſs'd 
all the Acts, that the Parliament 
of Scotland deſir d, yet his Stay 
there did but increaſe the ſealou- 


ſies of the Engliih; and ſome 


Things happened in his Abſence, 
Which turned very much to his 
Diſadvantage. 
The King had not been long 
in Scotland, before the Parliament 
was alarm'd with the News of a 
Plot in that Kingdom; and fear- 
ing it might extend itſelf into 
England, they thought fit to take 
to themſelves a Guard, under the 
Earl of Er, whom the King 
had left General on the Sourh- 
Side of the Trent. 

But what made the greateſt Im- 


28 on Mens Minds, was the 


ebellion and Maſſacre in Feland, 
which broke out, on O#. 23, 
whilſt the King was yet in Scoz- 
land; when the old Natives or 
Ii roſe in all Parts of the King- 
dom, and on that, and the follow- 
ing Days, moſt inhumanly butcher- 
ed and murder'd above 40,000 
Engliſh Proteſtants that were let- 
tled there, Men, Women and 
Children, . without Diſtinction of 
Age, Sex or Condition. Only the 
Project of _ ſeizing the City of 
Dublin, where was a great Quantity 

1 


| E: 5 4 | 

of Proviſions and warlike Stores, 
was happily diſcover d and pre- 
vented the Night before. The 
hi, unluckily for the King, pre. 
tended they had his Authority for 


what they did, call'd themſelve; 


the Queen's Army, gave out that 
their Deſign was to oppoſe the 
Proceedings of the Puritanical Par. 
liament in England, and diſperſed 
through the Kingdom, Copies of 
a om Commiſſion to them 
under the Great-Seal. 'This Com- 
miſhon, it is ſaid, they forged, and 
affixed to it an Impreſſion of the 
Great-Seal, taken off from ſome 
old Grant or Patent. However 
this be, theſe Things made an ill 
Impreſſion on the Minds of thoſe 
already diſaffected to the King. 
The moſt conſiderate, indeed, did 
not think it at all likely, that the 
King ſhould be willing his Pro- 
teſtant Subjects ſhould be maſſacred: 
But they ſuſpected he might have 
ſtirr'd up the Rebellion, on Pur- 
pole to find the Parliament Work, 
to divert them from the Project 
they had now form'd of diveſting 
him of great Part of his Power, 
and free himſelf from the Sub- 
jection he was under to them: And 
that having once rais'd the Re- 
bellion, he could not ſtop the Fury 
of the ib. Tho' the Parliament 
did not much regard the Calumny 
againſt the King, they were, how- 
ever, fill d with Diftruſt, and poſ- 
ſibly the Leaders might feign 3 
greater Diſtruſt then they real!y 
had, on purpoſe to ' increaſe the 
Fears of thoſe Members who were, 
as yet, but half perſuaded to join 
tnem, in their Scheme of diminiſh- 

ing the Kingly Power. 
he King return'd from Scat. 
land, the latter End of November, 
and was no ſooner arriv'd at 
Whitehall, but he diſmiſs'd the 
Guards which had been attending 
on the two Houſes. Eight wr 
After, 
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after, iz.” Dec. 4, the Commons 
preſented to him their famous Pe- 
tition and Remonſtrance, reciting 
all the Grievances of the King- 
dom from the Beginning of his 
Reign to the preſent Time, at: 
tribating all to evil Counſellors, 
and a malignant Party about the 
King. Many thought this unnc- 


ceſſary and unſeaſonable; as moſt 


of the Grievances had been re- 
drefs'd by the Acts his Majeſty had 
paſs'd in this Parliament. But as 
the Houſe of Commons in general 
were from the Beginning very 
hearty in proceeding againſt the 
Grievances ; ſo there was a ſtrong 
Party amongſt them, who were 
for going farther, and putting it 
out of the King's Power ever to 

overn again in the ſame arbitrary 
9 he had done for 15 Years 
together. To this Party were join'd 
the Preſbyterians, who ſeem even 
at this Time to have a farther 
Deſign in View ; namely, to alter 
the Government of the Church, 
which could not be brought a- 
bout, without putting it out of 
the King's Power to oppoſe it. 
The Leaders of the Party, who 
were for retrenching the Royal 
Authority, were Men of great 
Abilities, and uſed all their Arts 
to bring others over to their Sen- 
timents; to which the general 
Jealouſy and Diſtruſt the People 
had of the King (which. he had 

ven but too much Occaſion for) 

id not a little contribute. The 
Remonſtrance, therefore, was, as 
it were, the Teſt to ſhew which 
Party ſhould prevail. A very 
ſtrong Oppoſition was made to it, 
and the Debates laſted near twenty 
Hours together ; till at laſt it was 
carried for the Remonſtrance by 
nine Voices only. It was not only 
preſented to his Majeſty, but, con- 
trary to his expreſs Deſire, printed 
and publiſhed, before he had given 
his Anſwer to it, The Breach be; 


the Houle. 
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tween the King and Parliament 
ro 


may be dated from this Time. 

n the Houſe of Lords, the 
Commons met with frequent Ob- 
ſtacles to their Deſigns, by reaſon 
of the Biſhops and Popiſh Lords 
fitting there; of which they made 

eat Complaints, and paſs'd a 
l for taking away the Biſhops 
Votes in 8 but it could 
not paſs the Lords whilſt they 
ſat there. After the preſenting of 
the Remonſtrance, great Multi- 
tudes flock'd about the Parliament - 
Houſe, crying out, No Bi/hops, 
1 Biſhops. And, beſides other 
Inhabitants, the Apprentices of 
London came in a Body to V 
minſter, and preſented a Petition 
to the King, Lords and Commons, 
againſt Papiſts, Jeſuits, and Pre- 
lates, complaining of Plots and 
Conſpiracies againſt; the Parlia- 
ment. Theſe Tumulte continuing 
for ſeveral Days (Which ſeem'd 
no ways diſagrecable to the Com- 
mons) many Officers of the late 
Army, and others, offer'd their 
Service as a Guard to his Majeſty. 
Several Skirmiſhes happen'd be- 
tween them and the Multitude, 
in which ſome Citizens were 
wounded, which heighten'd the 
Animoſity between the two Par- 
ties. Theſe Tumults rendering it 
unſafe for the Biſhops to attend 
their Seats in Parliament, twelve 
of them met, and drew up a Pro- 
teſtation againſt all Laws, Orders, 
Votes and Determinations, as null 
and void, that had paſs'd ſince 
Dec. 27, or ſhould hereafter paſs, 
during their forced Abience trom 
The Commons were 
ſo offended at this, that they im- 
peach'd the Biſhops of High- 
Treaſon, and ſent them to the 
Tower. Then the Lords paſs'd 
the Bill for taking away their 
Votes, which the Ring cave his 
Aſſent to in February. 
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The King, if he had had a 
Mind to break entirely with his 
Parliament, could not have choſen 
a more effęctual Method for that 
Purpoſe, than the impolitick and 
unprecedented Step he now took. 
On Far. z, 1641-2, he ſent his 
Attorney-General to the Houſe of 
Peers, to accuſe, in his Name, of 
High-Treaſon, the Lord K:mbo/ton 
of that Houſe, and five Members 
of the Houſe of Commons, vix. 
Sir Arthur Hoſlerig, Denzil Hollis, 
Fohn Pym, John Hambden, and 
William Strode; and to deliver Ar- 
ticles of Impeachment agamſt them. 
At the ſame Time, Perſons were 
ſent to ſeal up their Doors, Trunks, 
and Papers: But the Commons 
ſent the Serjeant at Arms to break 
open the Seals, and apprehend 
thoſe that put them on; and made 
an Order, forbidding the ſeizing 
of any cf their Members without 
Leave of the Houſe, authorzing 
ſuch Members to ſtand upon their 
Guard, and all Conſtables, and o- 
ther Officers to aſſiſt them. The 
Commons repreſented all this, in a 
Conference with the Lords, and 
moreover, that the King had ſet a 
Guard in a warlike Manner at 
Whitthall ; and therefore deſir'd, 
that the Parliament might have 
ſuch a Guard, as ſhould be ap- 


proved of by both Houſes, or elſe 


- adjourn to ſome Place of Safety. 


The King having ſent a Serjcant 
at Arms ta the Houſe 'of Com- 
mons, to demand the five Mem- 
bers, witkout any Effect, the next 
Day, Jar. 4, came himſelt to the 
Houſe, attended by a Number of 
armed Men, as if with a Deſi 
to ſeize them. Leaving his Guard 
at the Door, he enter'd the Houſe, 
and taking the Speaker's Chair, 
made a Spcech to them, on what 
he was come about ; but looking 


round, and finding the accule 


. Perſons not there (for they had 
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ſlip'd away but juſt before) he told 
the Houſe he expected they ſhould 
ſend them to him, as ſoon as they 
return d; and then departed, the 
Members crying out, Privilege ! 
Privilege ! And immediately the 
Houſe adjourn'd to the next Day 
when — met, they voted, that 
the _—_ ad violated the Privi- 
leges of Parliament, and adjourn'd 
to the 11th, having appointed a 
Committee to ſit 5” the mean 
Time at Guildhall; trom whence, 
on the faid Day, y were con 
ducted to Meſtminſter, as it were 
in Triumph, attended with nume- 
rous Guards from the City, bot! 
by Land and Water, The D 
before, the King not caring to run 
the Riſk of any Affront from the 
Populace, remov'd with his Family 
from Whitehall to Hampton-Court, 
from thence to Windſor, and at lai 
to Fork. 

Two Days after his Deporture, 
he ſent a Meſſage to both Houſcs, 
telling them he would wave his 
Proceedings againſt the fix Mem- 
bers, and be as careful of their 
Privileges, as of his own Life and 
Crown, Two Days after that, he 
ſent another, to the ſame Effect; 
and on Feb, 2, offer'd a general 
Pardon ; but all was to no Pur- 
pole, the Wound was too deep 
to be healed, the Commons made 
a large Declaration againſt the Hue 
Action, impeach'd the Attorncy- 
General for what he had done, 
and committed him to Priſon. 
Moreover, they ſet a Guard about 
the Tower, fent Sir John Hotham 
to take Poſſeſſion of Hull, where 
was a great Magazine of Arms 
and Ammunition, and order'd him 
to keep it for the Parliament, un- 
derſtanding that the King had 2 
Deſign to ſecure it for hymſclf. 
And then, upon the King's ſending 
a Meſſige with ſome Propoſitions, 
which ſeem'd only deſign'd to 1 
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them, and gain Time, th 


m 
return d for Anſwer, that to enable 


them to do what his Majeſty de- 
ſir d, it was neceſſary, that the Mi- 
litia ſhould be put into the Hands 
of the Parliament. Both Houſes, 
ſoon after, preſented a Petition to 
the ſame Purpoſe; and the De- 
bates about the Militia between 
the King and Parliament, in Pe- 
titions, Meſſages, Anſwers and Re- 
plies, contin ad from January till 
the End of May; the Parliament 
being reſolved g diveſt him of it, 
not thinking it ſafe to truſt to his 
Promiſes, whilſt, by his having the 
Command of the Militia, it was 
in his Power to break them; and 
the King being as reſolutely bent 
not to deliver it up. At laſt, the 
Parliament reſolved to ſettle the 
Militia without him, publiſh'd 
their Ordinance for that Purpoſe, 
and commanded all Perſons to be 
obedient to it. The King, gn 
May 27, iſſued a Proclamation to 
forbid the putting the Ordinance 
of Parliament in Execution ; and 
the Parliament, in their Turn, 
publiſh'd a Declaration, forbiding 
all Perſons to obey the King's 
Proclamation. 

Whilſt the Affair of the Militia 
was in Apitation, the King took 
ſeveral Steps which increas'd the 
Parliament's Diſtruſt and Suſpicion. 
In February, he ſeut the Queen 
over to Holland, to buy up Arms 
and Ammunition, putting the 
Crown Jewels into her Hands for 
that Purpoſe. On April 23, 1642, 
he appear'd before Hull with 300 
Horſe, in order to take it out of 
the Hands of the Parliament ; 
but had the Mortification to find 
the Gates ſhut againſt him. Sir 
John Hotham was lummon'd ſeve- 
ral Times to open them, but he 
peremptorily refuſed : Upon which 
the King cauſed him to be pro- 
claimed a Traitor by two Heralds, 


ſummoned the Gentry of Yorkfoire 
to appear before him, and told 
them he was reſolved to have a 
Guard. The Guard was rais'd 
accordingly, and the Command 
om to the Prince of Wales. 
pon this, the Lords and Com- 
mons publiſh'd a Declaration, that 
it was againſt the Laws and Li- 
berties of the Kingdom, for any 
of the Subjects to be commanded 
by the King to attend him at his 
Pleaſure; and that whoſoever, on 
Pretence of his Majeſty's Command, 
ſhall take Arms, ſhall be eſteem'd 
Diſturbers of the publick Peace. 
The next Day, May 2o, the 
Commons voted, 1. 'That it ap- 
peared, that the King, ſeduced by 
wicked Counſels, intends to make 
War againſt the Parliament. 2. That 
whenſoever the King makes War 
upon the Parliament, it is a Breach 
of the Truſt repoſed in him by 
his People, contrary to his Oath, 
and tending to the Diſſolution of 
the Government. 3. That who- 
ſoever ſhall ſerve or aſſiſt him in 
ſuch Wars, are Traitors by the 
fundamental Laws of the King- 
dom. Thus the Breach between 
the King and Parliament grew 
every Day wider, and the mutual 
Diſtruſt became incurable, whilſt by 
the numerous Papers that paſs'd 
between them, they ſought only to 
amuſe each other, for the Sake of 
gaining Time, to be the better 
prepar d for countermining each 
other's Deſigns. | 
Tho' a War was already re- 
ſolved on by both Sides, yet each 
thought fit to uſe ſome Ceremony; 
in order to caſt the Blame upon 
the other in the Eye of the Peo- 
ple. "I'was with this View only, 
that the Parliament, on June 2, 
ſent 19 Propoſitions to the King, 
as the Means of reſtoring a good 
Undeiſtanding between him and 
X 2 bis 
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and departed. On May 12, he 
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his Parliament. But they were of 
ſuch a Nature, that they could not 
think the King would agree to 
them; and accordingly he rejected 
them with Scorn. And now moſt of 
the King's Friends in both Houſes, 
ſeeing a War unavoidable, left the 
Parliament, and attended on the 
King at York; and among them, 
the Lord-Keeper - Littleton, with 
the Great Seal. 

Both Sides now prepar'd openly 
for War. On June lo, the two 
Houſes publiſh'd Propoſals for bor- 
rowing Money and Plate for the 
Defence of the Kingdom. On 
the 15th, the King granted ſe- 
veral Commiſſions - of Array for 
levying Troops, and the Parlia- 
ment drew up a Declaration againſt 
them. On the 12th of July, the 
Commons voted, and with them 
the Lords agreed, that an Army 
ſhould be raiſed, and the Com- 
mand thereof given to Robert De- 
wvereux, Earl of Efjex. And on 
Aug. 22, the King, in a ſolemn 
Manner, ſet up his Standard at 
Nottingham, having before, by Pro- 
clamation, commanded all Men 
who could bear Arms, to repair 
to it on the ſaid Day. 

Notwithſtanding the King's Pro- 
clamation, the People did not come 
in as was expected, and he was as 
yet but very badly provided for 
the War. In this Condition he 
ſent a Meſſage to the two Houſes, 
Aug. 25, with ſome Overtures to- 
wards a Treaty, but offer d nothin 
new; and Meſſages, Anſwers an 
Replies between his Majeſty and 
the Parliament continued for ſome 
Weeks, without any Effect, whillt 
both Sides were carrying on their 
Preparations for War. 

On Sept. 9, the Earl of Ee 
fet out from London, to put him- 


ſelf at the Head of the Parliament's 


Forces, that were ailembled at 
Nerthampton, to the Number of 
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about 16,000. The King not be. 
ing ſafe at Nottingham, march'd to. 
wards the Borders of Wales, and 
being receiv'd at Shrewſbury, where 
the Inhabitants declar'd for him, 
his Army ſoon increas'd to 14,000. 
At all the conſiderable Places thro 
which he paſs'd, upon the Reſort 
of the Gentry and People, he made 
a ſolemn Proteſtation of the Since- 
rity of his Intentions for the Good 
of the Publick. 

The firſt Encounter in this War, 
was at Powick-Bridge, near I. 
ceſter, between Prince Rupert, the 
King's Nephew, who was detach'd 
to guard a Convoy of Money and 
Plate from Oxford, and Col. Sandis, 
who was ſent by the Earl of E/e:, 
with a Party of the Parliament's 
Forces, to take Poſſeſſion of V 
ceſter. The Prince fell ſuddenly 
upon them and defeated them, 
killing Col. Sandys and ſeveral of 
his Men, and then attended the 
Convoy ſafe to Shrewſbury. The 
Earl of Ex came the next Day, 
and took Poſſeſſion of Worceſter, 
and ſoon after ſecur'd Glouce//er 
and Bri/?o/ for the Parliament. 

On Od. 23, a great Battle was 


fought between the two Armies, 


at Nyynton, or Edge-hill, in I ar- 
wickſhire. The King's Troops at 


firſt had the Advantage, but Prince 


Rupert purſuing EH s routed Ca- 
valry too far, the Foot of the Royal 
Army was fo preſs'd by the Far- 
liamentarians, that they were in 
Danger af being totally deteated. 
Both Sides claim'd the Victory, 
tho”, in Truth, it ſeem'd to be no 
more than a drawn Battle ; but this 
is certain, that both Sides ſuſtain'd 


very g'eat Loſs, the Number of 


the Slain on the Field of Battle 
being about 5000. The next Day 
they fac'd one another from Morn- 
ing till Evening, without either 
deliring to renew the Fight. The 
King took Banbury-Caftle wo or 


three 
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three Days after, and then retir'd 
to Oxford The Day before the 
Battle the Parliament publiſh'd their 
Declaration of the Grounds and 
Cauſes of their taking Arms, re- 
flecting ſeverely on the King's 
Conduct, as infincere. 

Whilſt Peoples Minds were full 
of Terror on account of the late 
Battle, the King's Friends in the 
City and Parliament (for he had 
ſtill ſome there to promote his In- 
tereſt) took the Advantage to preſs 
for a Peace. 'The Parliament could 
not avoid ſeeming to comply, and 
accordingly ſent to his Majeſty, 
to defire a ſafe Conduct, for a 
Committee of Lords and Commons, 
to attend him with a Petition for 
a Treaty ; which the King granted. 
In the mean Time, being en- 
courag'd, as tis thought, 4 his 
Friends in the Parliament and Ci- 
ty, he began to march towards 
London, whether with a Deſign to 
ſurpriſe the City, or to raiſe ſuch 
Commotions there, as might turn 
to his Advantage. The Earl of 
Eſex having Notice of the King's 
March, follow'd him, and arriv'd 
with his Army near London, about 
the ſame Time that the King ar- 
riv'd at Co/ebrook, where he re- 
ceiv'd the Parliament's Petition, 
to Which he return'd a gracious 
Anſwer ; ſo that they ſent Orders 
to their Forces to forbear all Acts 
of Hoſtility. But in a few Hours 
aſter the Departure of the Com- 
mittee from his Majeſty, he began 
to march towards Brentford, where 
ſome of the Parliament's Troops 
were quarter'd. As ſoon as he ar- 
nv'd, New. 12, he attack'd the 
Town, and, after a ſharp Fight, 
Wherein many of the Parliament's 


Men were ſlain, and others drove 


into the River, became Maſter of 
the Place. The Earl of Eh was 
litting in the Houſe of Lords at 
that Time, and immediately poſted 
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fax, 
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to his Army, which the Parliament 
took ſuch expeditious Meaſures 
to ſtrengthen, by ordering the 
Lord- Mayor to ſend out the City 
Train'd-Bands, that the King 
thinking not fit to hazard a Battle, 
which E/ex was making the ne- 
ceſſary Preparations for, withdrew 
to King/tor, and from thence a- 
gain to Oxford, This Action, 
whilſt a Treaty was depending, 
rov'd of no Service to his- Ma- 


jeſty's Reputation, 


retty ſmart Skirmiſhes 
oon happen'd in 
different Parts of the Nation; par- 
ticularly between the Earl of Neau- 
caſtle, who had rais'd a conſidera- 
ble Army for the King in the 
Nerth, and Ferdinands Lord Fair- 
who commanded for the 
Parliament in thoſe Parts. 
times one Side got the better, 
and ſometimes the other; tho? 
theſe Actions were in themſelves 
of no great Importance: The 
chief were at Piercebrig, Tadcaſter 
and G:/berough. Sir Thomas Fair- 


Several 


fax, Lord Fairfax's Son, attack'd 


the Town of Leeds, and took it by 
Storm. At the ſame Time, Sir 
William Waller was very active 
for the Parliament in the South: 
He took Farnbam-Caſtle, and made 
the Gariſon Priſoners of War; and 
ſhortly after, Virchefter and Chi- 
cheſter. Marlborough was taken by 
Storm, plunder'd and burnt, by 
ſome of the King's Forces; and 
Cirenceſter was taken by Prince 
Rupert. Litchfield was taken for 


the Parliament, by a Party under 


the Lord Boote, but he loſt his 
Life in the Action. 

On March 19, 1642 -3, there 
was a ſharp Fight at Sa/-heath 
near Stafford, which laſted four 
Hours, till, the Earl of Northamp- 
ton being flain, the Parliament's 
Troops got the Victory. The 


ſame Day Sir William Muller fell 
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upon the Lord Herbert, as he was 
beſidging Glouceſter, kill'd 500 of 
his Men, and took 1000 Priſoners. 
And about the fame Time, Sir 
Ralph Hopton defeated a Party of 
Parliamentarians at Bradock- Down 
in Cornwall, flew abundance of 
them, and took 1200 Priſoners. 
But tis needleſs to mention all the 
little Encounters, Skirmiſhes and 
Sieges, that happen'd during this 
bloody Civil War. 

The Year 1643 began with a 
Treaty for Peace, which was held 
at Oxford, between the King and 
Commiſſioners from the Parliament. 
The Conferences were frequent, 
and ſometimes held till late at 
Night; and in one of them, when 
the Commiſſioners preſs'd the King 
upon a very material Point, he 

romiſed at laſt to give them a 
Fatisfatory Answer in Writing, the 
next Morning ; but having, in the 
mean Time, conſulted with ſome 
hat were about him, they pre- 
vail'd on him (as JF h:telock ſays) 
to alter his Mind, ſo that he gave 
the Commiſſioners an Anſwer quite 
contrary to what he had promis'd ; 
the Conſequence of which was, 
that the Treaty broke eff, on 4fr. 
15, without Succeſs. Preſently af- 
ter, Reading was beſieged and taken 
by the Earl of Ee; as Birming- 
bam and Litchfield were by Prince 
Rupert, and Hereford by Sir W:1- 
liam Walltr, whilſt the Treaty was 
on Foot. 

On May 26, the Earl of Stam- 
ford, the Parliament's General in 
the 1, was deteated by Sir Ra/jh 
Hopten, in the Battle of Stratton. 

On June 18, there was a Fight 
in Chalagrawe- Field, in which the 
famous Mr. Hambden, a great 
Leader in . the Parliament, was 
flain, His Death was ſoon fol- 
low'd by that of Mr. Pym, a Per- 
ſon of great Abilities, and the moſt 
leading Man amongſt them. About 
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this Time, alſo, ſeveral deſerted 
the Parliament and went over to 
the King; but ſome of them after. 
wards came back again. Among 
thoſe who turn'd againſt the Par- 
liament, were Sir John Heothan, 
and his Son, who had oppos'd 
the King at Hull, They had 
form'd a Deſign, at laſt, to de- 
liver up Hull to the King; but 
the Plot being diſcover'd, juſt be- 
fore it was to have been executed, 
they were both ſeiz'd, and ſent up 
to London, where they were try'd 
by a Court-Martial, condemn'd, 
and beheaded on Torwwer-Hi!/. 

A Plot was alſo diſcover'd, of 
ſtill more Importance, which was 
to ſeize on ſome of the leading 
Members, ſurprize the City, and 
bring the King up to diſſolve the 
Parliament. Ihe chief Confpira- 
tors were Mr. Edmund Haller, 
Tompkins and Chaloner. The two 
laſt were hanged ; but Mr. W:!l: 
was repriev'd, and after a Year's 
Impriſonment, purchas'd his Lite 
for 10,000 J. This was the ta- 
mous Poet, whoſe Pieces we have 
now extant. 

The Queen having landed at 
Burlington, and ſtaid ſome Iime 
at Yori, at length join'd her Royal 
Conſort at Oxford, with a good 
Body of Troops, and a conſidera- 
ble Quantity of Artillery and Am- 
munition, which ſhe brought over 
from Holland. 


On July 5, Mas fought the Pat. | 


tle of Lanſdoaun, in which, tho 
the Marqueſs of Hertford, who 


commanded for the King, loſt at 


moſt all his Horſe, yet Sir Villian 
Waller was at laſt compell'd to 
quit the Field. But Sir Villian 
met with a worſe Fate on the 1 3tl, 
wien, at Roundxwway- Down in Wilt- 
Hire, he was entirely defeated, 
or 6000 of his Men being killed, 
and goo made Priſoners. 
Another Addition to the King“ 
1 5 Strength, 
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Btrength, was the concluding, by 
his Order, a Ceſſation of Arms 
with the 1:4, that he might have 
the Afiſtance of the Forces em- 
ployed there, againſt the Parlia- 
ment in England. But this Mea- 
ſure was repreſented fo odious and 
ſo popiſh, that it did more Mif- 
chief to the King's Character, than 
it added Strength to his Party. 

On Ju 22, Prince Ryp-rt took 
Briſtol from the Parliament. And 
on Avg. 10, the King laid Siege 
to Glouceſter; but the Earl of 
Ex approaching with his Army, 
he thought fit to raiſe it, after he 
had fat down before the Place al- 
moſt a Month, during all which 
Time; the Beſieged made a brave 
and vigorous Defence. The Earl, 
in his Departure from G/cuce/ter, 
made himſelf Maſter of Ci. 

On Sept. 20, a long and bloody 
Battle was fought at Newbury. 
It continued from Morning till late 
at Night, when the King retir'd 
with his Army, having loſt above 
20 Officers of Note; as alſo the 
Lord Falkland, Secretary of State. 
He was diſſuaded by his Friends 

from going into the Fight, which 
he need not have done, as being 
no military Officer: But he ſaid, 
he was weary of the Times, and 
foreſaww much Miſery to his Coun- 
try, and hoped he ſhould be out of it 
ere Night; and ſo ruſhing into 
the Battle he was ſlain, in the 34th 
Year of his Age. On the 25th, 
Prince Maurice, Brother to Prince 
Rupert, took Exeter for the King. 

This Year, Ofzver bell, 
Member for the Town of Cam- 
bridge, who, from the Beginning 
of the War, had been very active 
and vigilant for the Parliament, 
began, (as Whitelock expreſſes. it) 
to appear to the World, and to 
be more than ordinarily taken No- 
tice of, for his military Skill and 


Courage. He did good Service 
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for the Parliament, when he 
was only a Captain, which ſoon 
rais'd him to the Degree of 
Colonel, when his Services in- 


creas'd with his Advancement: 


And now he was made Lieute- 


nant-General to the Earl of Man- 
che/ler [Lord Kimbolton] the Par- 
liament's General for EM, and 
the adjoining Counties. About the 
End of July, the Earl of Mau- 
caſile, deſigning to beſiege Gains- 
borough, lent a large Detachment 
of Horſe and Dragoons, under his 
Brother, Lieutenant General Ca- 
wendi//, to ſummon the Town, 
whillt himſelf march'd after with 
the Foot. Oliver Cromavell ar- 
riving at the ſame Time, to ſupply 
the Place with Proviſions, tho? 
greatly inferior in Number, fell re- 
ſolutely upon this Detachment, 
and entirely defeated them, killing 
many of their Officers, and amon 

them Cawendi/» himſelf. After 


which he retreated in good Order, 


being not in a Condition to face 
Neaucaſtle''s whole Army; who 
ſoon after took Poſſeſſion both of 
Gainſborough and Lincoln, 

After this, the Earl of New- 
caſile beſieged Hull for ſeveral 
Weeks; but on O#. 11, the Ga- 
riſon made ſuch a vigorous Sally 
as forc'd him to raiſe the Siege. 
The fame Day, a ſtrong Party of 
Horſe and Dragoops, commanded 
by the Lord Widdrington, was de- 
feated, near Horn-Cofile, by the 
Earl of Mancheſter's Troops, chiefly 
by the Bravery of Cremavell, tho? 
he was in great. Danger in the 
Action, having his Horſe kill'd 
under him, and being again knock'd 
down as he was riſing. About 
t500 of the Royaliſts were kill'd 
in this Engagement, among whom 
were the Lord / iddrington, Sir 
Ingram Hepton, and other Perſons 
of Quality. In purſuance of this 
Victory, the Earl of Manche/ter- 

K 4 march'd 


SOS 


312 


march'd directly to Lincoln, and 
took it by Storm. 
Not long after, the King thought 


fit, by Proclamation, to ſummon 
ſuch Lords and Commons as had 
deſerted the Parliament at Ve- 
. to meet as a Parliament 
at Oxford. Accordingly they aſ- 
ſembled on Fan. 22, 1643 4, and 
fat till April the 16th following, 
when they were prorogu'd to Octo- 
Ber, but never met again. 'They did 
little of Moment, except helping 
the King to Money, which was 
the chief End for which they were 
called together. 

The King viſibly gain'd Ground 
of the Parliament laſt Year, and 
therefore the two Houſes thought 
it neceſſary to call the Scots to 
their Aid. This was what the 
Preſbyterians, who now prevail'd in 
the Parliament, wanted. For the 
Scots would not give their Aſſiſtance 
to the Parliament of England, but 
on Condition of their bringing the 
Church of England to a Con- 
formity with that of Scotland. And 
therefore, the firſt Article in the 
Treaty, that was made on this Oc- 
caſion, was, that the So/emn League 
and Co nant ſhould be ſworn to 
and ſubſcrib'd by both Kingdoms; 
whereby, among other Things, 
they engag'd to endeavour the Ex- 
tirpation of Prelacy,(or the Govern- 
ment of the Church by Bithops) 
and the Eſtabliſhment of Preſby- 
terianiſm in its Room. The Co- 
venant was accordingly ſent into 
England, and taken by all the 
Members of Parliament, and by 
the Aſſembly of Divines, then ſit- 
ting at Veſiminſler to conſider of 
a Reformation in the Church. 

In purſuance of the Treaty a- 
bove mentioned, the Scors Army 
enter d England, about the Time 
that the Oxford Parliament met: 
It conſiſted of 18000 Foot, and 
3000 Horſe, under the Command 
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of the Earl of Leven, and paſs'd 
the Tine on Feb. 28, at ſome Diſ 
tance from Newcaſtle, The Earl 
(now Marqueſs) of Newca/!l: 
march'd from York to oppoſe, or 
retard their Paſſage ; leaving Col. 
Bellaſis to command in that City, 
with a good Body of Troops. 
The Lord Fairfax, upon this, 
advanced towards York, and wrote 
to his Son to meet him at ſuch a 
Place. To hinder their Junction, 
Bellaſis march'd from York, and 
poſted himſelf at Selly. Here, be- 
ing join'd, April 11, 1644, they 
entirely defeated Bellaſis, took him 
Priſoner, with 1600 Men, and 
kill'd not a few. And now the 
Marqueſs of Newcaſtle, apprehen- 
ſive of being hemm'd in between 
the Scorch Army, and that of the 
Fairfaxes, made all the Haſte he 
could back to York, and ſhut him- 
ſelf up in that City. He had not 
been long there,. before the two 
Armies, Ion join'd, came and 
ſat down before it; and ſhortly 
after, the Earl of Mancheſter, with 
Cromwell, advanc'd to ſtrengthen 
the Siege : But, upon the News 
of Prince Rupert's Approach with 
a numerous Army, they rais'd the 
Siege, on June zo, and went and 
mg themſelves at Mar /ton- Moor. 

lere the Prince, not ſatisfied 
with his having relieved Tort, 
reſolv'd to fight them, contrary 
to the . Marqueſs of Newca/!e's 


Opinion, whom he treated very 


haughtily. The Armies fac'd one 
another two Hours, a deep Ditch 
being between them, waiting 
who ſhould begin. At length be- 
tween ſix and ſeven in the Evening, 
July 2, the Parliament Generals 
gave the Signal, and both Armies 
were engaged, The Battle was 
obſtinate and bloody, and fought 
ſome Time with doubtful Succeſs: 
But at laſt, Prince Rupert was en— 
tirely routed, and the Parliamen- 

| tarians 
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tarians got à compleat Victory, 
which was owing, in great Mea- 
ſure, to Cromwe!/s Valour and 


Conduct. The Marqueſs of 
eweaſtle, preſently after, left the 
Kingdom, and return'd no more, 
till after the Reſtoration; and 
Prince Rupert, abandoning York, 
march'd towards Cheſter, with the 
Remains of his Army. Tork was 
now ſurrender d to the Parliament 
Generals, upon honourable Terms, 
by Sir Thomas Glembam, who had 
been left Governor of it ; and 
the Scotch Army marching north- 
ward, took Newwca/tle by Storm, 
on Od. 19. : 
Let us now take a ſhort View 
of the chief Actions in other Parts 
of the Kingdom, this Year. 
March 29, Sir William Waller 
defeated the Lord Hopton, on Che- 
riton-Down, near Alresford; having 
before recover d Arundel-Caſtle, in 
which the famous Mr. Ch:illiag- 
worth was made a Priſoner, and 
died ſoon after. 
The Earl of Ex and Waller, 
after this, march'd to beſiege Ox- 
Herd; but the King having found 
Means to withdraw from that City, 
with Part of his Army, they laid 
by their Deſign ; Ehex marching 
into the Weſt, and Waller follow- 
ing the King, who was retir'd to 
Worceſter. The Queen, upon E/ 
/ex's Approach, left Exeter, where 
the had been lately deliver'd of 
the Princeſs Henrietta, and with- 
drew into France. 
On June 29, there was a Fight 

at Cropedy-Bridge, between the 
King and aller, wherein the lat- 
ter was worlted. 

The King then follow'd EG 
into the Vet, where he penn'd 
him up in Cornwall, and reduc'd 
him to ſuch Extremity, that having 
luckily found Means to fave his 
Cavalry, he withdrew by Ship to 
Plhmouth, leaving his Foot with 


I'S 
Major General Stippen, who ca- 
pitulated for them with the King, 
and they were permitted to retire, 
leaving their Arms behind them. 

The King, upon this Advantage, 
thought of marching directly to 
London; but altering his Reſolution, 
upon the Vigilance of the Parlia- 
ment in recruiting their Armies, 
and the People not coming in to 
him, at the Places thro' which he 
paſs'd, as he expected, he de- 
termin'd to retire to his old Quar- 
ters at Oxford, But firſt he had 
a Mind to take Dennington-Caſtle, 
and ſo marched to Newbury, which 
is about a Mile from it. Upon this, 
the three Armies of the Parlia- 
ment, under E, Mancheſter, and 
Waller, being joined, advanced 
thither alſo. And here a ſecond 
Battle was fought, on OH. 27, as 
obſtinate as the former, each Side 
repulſing the other by Turns. The 
King in the End had the worſt 
of it, tho' he was far from being 
entirely routed. He drew off in 
the Night, leaving his Cannon 
and Baggage in Dennington-Caſile. 
He might have come worſe off, 


if there had not been a Diſlenſion 


among the Parliament Generals; 
which he being appriz'd of, re- 
turn'd a few Days after with his 
Army, and took away what he 
had left in the Caſtle in Sight of 
the Enemy, without their offering 
to engage him. The Earl of Egex 
had quitted the Army, ſome Days 
before the Battle; and Cromwell 
afterwards accus'd the Earl of Man- 
cheſter of not having done his 
Duty in it, inſiſuating that he was 
afraid of putting too ſpeedy an End 
to the War; which, according 
to the Parliament, could not be ſafe- 
ly done, without ſufficiently hum- 
bling the King. 


Charles Leauis, the Elector Pa- 


latine, Brother to Prince Rupert, 


came to London this Year, to re- 


4 
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the Parliament, who allow'd him 
an honourable Penſion. 

On Jan. 4, 1644-5, the Lords 
paſs'd the Ordinance for laying 
aſide the Book of Common-Prayer, 
and eſtabliſhing the Directory, which 
had been drawn up by the Aſ- 
ſembly of Divines. And thus, 
the Preſbyterian Worſhip was ap- 
Pointed in the Chureh of England, 
to the great Joy of the Scots, and 
many of the principal Members 
of both Houſes. A Bill of Attain- 
der againſt Archbiſhop Laud, hav- 
ing paſs'd both Houſes, he was 
beheaded on the 10th of the ſame 
Month. 

On the 3oth, a Treaty began 
at Uxbridge, between Commiſſion- 
ers from the King and Parha- 
ment, in order to a Peace ; but it 
had no better Succeſs than that at 
Oxford. Both Sides were defirous 
of Peace, but it was in their own 
Way, otherwiſe both chole to 
continue the War; the King, ra- 
ther than part with his Preroga- 
tive; and the Parliament, rather 
than leave it in his Power to go- 
vern as formerly: So that, tho” 
there was no Likelihood of theſe 
'Freaties coming to any Thing, 
yet both Sides were willing to 
ſhew a Deſire of Peace, if it was 
only to amuſe the People, and 
take Advantage of one another.. 


A Party, about this Time, ſprang 


up, that in the End got the better 
both of the King and Parliament. 
Theſe were the Independants, fo 
call'd from their being againſt 
the Dependency of Churches, and 
conſequently againſt all national 


nn. 
ſide there under the Protection of 


Oliver Cromevell, a Perſon of un: 
common Valour, great Parts, and 
profound Diſſimulation, was their 
chief Patron; he made uſe of 
them to pull down the Power of 
the Preſbyterians, who at this Time 
bore all the Sway, and were az 
rigid againſt all who conform'd not 
to their new Hierarchy, as ever 
the Biſhops had been. To the In- 
dependants were join'd other re- 
ligious Sects, equally Enemies to 
the Preſbyterians, as alſo the Re- 
publicans of all Sorts, who were 
Enemies to Monarchy ; but all 
uſually confounded, by our Hifto- 
rians, under the general Name of 
Independants. The firſt Thing was 
to get the Army on their Side, 
in order to which, it was neceſſary 
to have it new modelled. This 
was artfully brought about, chiefly 
by CromwelPs Means, on Pre- 
tence of putting a more ſpeedy 
End to the War. At the fame 
Time, he and his Aſſociates took 
Advantage of the Complaints a- 
gainſt the Partiality of the Parlia- 
ment, in engroſſing all Places of 
Truſt and Profit to themſelves, to get 
an Ordinance paſs'd, for excluding 
all Members of Parliament from 
all Oſſices Civil and Military; which 
was call'd the Se/f-denying Ordi- 
nance, By Virtue of this Ordi- 
nance, the Earl of E/zx, the Earl 
of Mancheſter, Sir William Wallcr, 
Major-General Maſſey and others, 
generally Favourers of the Pretby- 
terian Party, were, in 1645, re- 
moved from their Commands in 
the Army ; and thoſe put in their 
Room, who were Friends to the 
Independants. Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
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had fuch an Influence, that he 
made him do juſt as he pleas'd. 

Whilſt the General was at 
Windſor, forming his Army upon 
the new Model, he was order'd 
by the Committee of both King- 
doms, to ſend a Party of Horſe 
to lie between Oxford and Vor- 
ciſter, to intercept ſome Troops that 
were marching to join the King; 
and they recommended Cromnvel/ 
for that Service ; who, about the 
End of April, met with a Brigade 
of the King's Horſe, conliſt:ng of 
four Regiments, at /ip-Bridge, 
and entirely defeated them. 

The King took the Field on 
May 7, and on the 3oth, took 
Leiceſter by Storm. Upon this, 
Fairfax was order'd to raiſe the 
Siege of Oxford, which he had 


| y juit begun, and go keep cloſe to 
= the King. 


fore, on June 7, and being appre- 


He march'd there- 


henſive a Battle would ſoon enſue, 


BS wrote to the Parliament to diſpenſe 


with CromwelPs Abſence from the 
Houſe,and appoint him Licutenant- 


General of the Horſe ; which was 
done accordingly, and he was the 
only Member of Parliament, who 
& kept his Poſt in the Army, after the 
 Seif-denying-Ordinance, of which 
be himſelf had been the chief 


Promoter. If this was owing to 


his Intrigues, it muſt be equally 

# owing to the Opinion the. Parlia- 

ment had of his Ability and rare 
= Talents for War. 


Cromwell having accordingly 


8 jJoin'd Fairfax, on June 14, was 
S fought the famous Battle of Na/eby 
in Northamptonſhire, which decided 
te Quarrel between the King and 


the Parliament. Prince Rupert, 


who commanded the King's Right 


Wing, gave the firſt Charge, and 


engag' d the Parliament's Left Wing, 


commanded by Col. Lreton, with 
luch Reſolution, that he ſoon put 
them to Flight. But whilt he 


King, 
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rſued the flying Troops too far, 
B who 1 the 
Parliament's Right Wing, charg'd 
ſo furiouſly on the King's Left 
Wing, commanded by Sir Marma- 
duke ern that he forc'd them 
from their Body, and quite broke 
them and their Reſerve. After 
which, joining with Fairfax, he 
charg'd the King's Foot, who had 
beaten the Parliament's and thought 
themfelves ſure of the Victory; 
but being now in Confuſton, and 
having no Horſe to ſupport them, 
they were eaſily routed by Fairfax 
and Cromwell, Prince Rupert at 
laſt came back and join'd the 
but not being able to 
rally their broken Troops, they 
were forc'd to quit the Field, 
leaving a compleat Victory to the 
Parliament's Forces. Above 150 
of the King's Officers and Gentle. 
men of Quality were flain, moſt 
of his Foot were made Priſoners, 
all his Cannon and Baggage taken, 
with 8000 Arms, and other rich 
Booty; among which was alſo the 
King's Cabinet with his moſt ſecret 


Papers, and Letters between him 


and his Queen ; which ſhew'd how 
contrary his Counſels with her 
were to thole he declar'd to the 
Kingdom. 

After this ſignal Victory, no- 
thing could ſtand betore the Par- 
liament's Forces. Lice/ter was re- 
taken four Days after; and then 
Fairfax marching into the Weſt, 
reliev'd Taunton, and defeated Ge- 
neral Goring at Lang port. 
was ſoon follow'd by the Taking 
of Bridgewater, Bath and Sher- 
burn; Whillt Cromave// made him- 
felf Maſter of the Caitle of the 
Dewizes, of Winche//er City and 
Caſtle, and took Baſing-Houſe by 
Storm. Briſto/ was iurrender'd by 
Prince Rupert, Sept. 10. And the 
King marching to 


Che/itr, was deicated near that City 
by 


This 


the Relief of 
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by the Parliament's Forces, Sept. 


24. He narrowly eſcap'd into 


Wales, and from thence retir'd to 
Oxford, Nov. 6. From whence he 
ſent Meſſage after Meſſage to the 
ewo Houſes, for a Perſonal Treaty, 
but all to no Purpoſe. The total 
Abolition of Epiſcopacy, in par- 
ticular, which the Parliament in- 
ſiſted upon, he would never con- 
ſent to. In the North, the Scots 


Army took Carliſle in Tune, and 


Pomfret and Scarborough Caſtles ſur- 
render'd to the Parliament in /. 

Fan. 18, 1645 -6, Fairfax took 
Dartmouth by Storm, and defeated 
the Lord Hopton at Torrington, 
Feb. 18. After this, he purſu'd 
him into Corrwall, and ſo pent 
him up, that, on March 14, he ca- 
pitulated, his whole Army to be 
diſbanded in ſix Days, and all the 
Horſes and Arms to be deliver'd 
up to Fairfax: Who, by the Sur- 
render of Exeter, Apr. 6, 1646, 
comp.eated the Reduction of the 
Weſt to the Power of the Parlia- 
ment. 

After this, it was reſolved to lay 
Siege to Oxford, where the King 


was: But upon Fairfax's Ap- 


proach, his Majeſty made his E- 
feape, and went and threw himſelf 
into the Hands of the Scots Army, 


then lying before Newark. He ar- 


rived there on May 6, 1646, and 
preſently after, order'd Newark 
to be ſurrender'd to them. Then 
they march'd to Newcaſtle, car- 
rying the King with them ; from 
whence he ſent more Meſſages to 
the Parliament, and they ſent him 
their Propoſitions, which he did 


not think fit to agree to. Oxford 


ſurrender'd, June 22, and the few 
remaining Gariſons ſoon after. 
And thus the whole Kingdom was 
ſubjected to the Obedience of the 
two Houſes. 

And now the Parliament conſult 


how to get the King out of the 
3 


Hands of the Scott, and to (end 
them back into their own Country, 
At laſt, it was agreed, that they 
ſhould have 400,000 /. for the Ar. 
rears due to them, one Moiety to 
be paid before their going home, 
and the other at ſtated Times. And 
ſo, after ſeveral Debates about the 
Diſpoſal of the King's Perſon, th- 
Scots having receiv'd the 200,000 /, 
on Jan. zo, 1646 -7, deliver'd him 
up to the Commiſſioners of the 
Parliament of England, who were 
ſent down to Newcaſtle to receive 
him. The ſame Day their Army 
began to march for Scotland, and 
the King was conducted to Holm. 
Houſe in Northamptonſhire ; where 
he arriv'd, Feb. 16. 

X The King being ſubdu'd, the 
Conquerors began now to fall out 
among themſelves. This was oc- 
caſion'd by the different Views: 
of the Preſbyterians and Indepen- 
dants: The former were for graſp- 
ing at the whole Power, and ſup- 
preſſing all who would not con- 
form to their Eſtabliſhment, whom 
they branded with the Name of 
Sedtarics, The Independants were 
ſworn Enemics to their Hierarchy, 
and were for ſuch a Settlement, 
wherein Liberty of Conſcience 
might be ſecur'd, as well againſt 
Preſbytery as Epiſcopacy. The 
Parliament and the City of Londix 
were moſtly Preſbyterians, and the 
Army almoſt wholly Indępendants. 
The Parliament therefore, in order 


to cruſh the Independants, were 


1 for breaking the Army, 
y ſending ſome into Vreland, aud 
diſbanding the reſt. But the Army 
reſolv*d not to diſband or ſeparate, 
till ſuch a Settlement was made 
as they defir'd. Thus the Indepen- 
dants were determin'd to ruin the 
Preſbyterians, to prevent their 
own Deſtruction. In order to 
this, Cromwell, whilſt he ſcem'd 
to go with the Parliament, artfully 
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promoted a Spirit of Diſcontent 
and Oppoſition in the Army. He 
had ſeveral Officers, who acted by 
his Direction, as reton, Rainſbo- 
rough, Fleetwood, Lambert, Harri- 
fon, Kc. who appear'd openly in 
the Buſineſs, whilſt he acted more 
ſecretly and underhand. And the 
Death of the Earl of EVH, which 
happen'd, Sept. 26, 1646, made it 
caſier for him to carry on his Deſigns. 
To ſtrengthen themſelves the more 
againſt the Deſigns of the Preſby- 
terians in Parliament, the common 
Soldiers, no Doubt at the Inſti- 
ation of ſome of their Leaders, 
torm'd a new Council, call'd the 
Council of Agitators, by chuſing 
Deputies out of each Regiment, 
few above the Degree of Cor- 
porals and Serjeants, to manage 
their Affairs, and debate about 
Matters to be brought to the Ge- 
neral's Council of Officers. The 
Animoſities increaſing more and 
more, it was fear d, the Parliament, 
the better to ſubdue the Army, 
would cloſe with the King almoſt 
on any Terms : Wherelore the 
Agitators, being inſtigated, as tis 
tought, by Cromwell, ſent Cornet 
Joyce, one of their Body, with a 
Detachment of 50 Horſe, to take 
the King from the Parliament's 
Commiſhoners at Ho/mby, and bring 
him away to the Army; which 
he boldly and reſolutely effected, 
on June 4, 1647. Thus the Army 
being Maſters of the King's Per- 
lon, in a little Time, became Maſ- 
ters of the Parliament too, and 
manag*d every Thing juſt as they 
pleas d; agreeably to what Crom- 
well is reported to have ſaid to 


bad got the King into his Hands, 
he had the Parliament in his Pocket. 

On June 16, the Army drew 
up a Charge of Treaſon againſt 
it Members of the Houſe of 
Commons, the Chiefs of the Preſ- 


CHARLES I. 


his intimate Friends, That now he 
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byterian Party, for betraying the 
Cauſe of the Parliament, endea- 
vouring to break and deſtroy the 
Army, c. Theſe were Hollis, 
Stapleton, Clotavorthy, Glyn, Ni- 
chols, Long, Lewis, Harley, Waller, 
Maſſey, and Maynard: Nor would 
they be ſatisfied till they with- 
drew from the Houſe ; which was 
all the Army wanted. 

The Parliament had ſettled the 
Militia of London, according to the 


Deſire of the Citizens, in the 


Hands of the Preſbyterians ; but 
being over aw'd by the Army, they 
revok'd their Ordinance, and ſet- 
tled it as it was before. Upon 
this the Common-Council petiti- 
on'd to have it again ſettled in their 
own Way: And at the ſame Time, 
July 26, a great Multitude of Ci- 
tizens, young Men and Apprenti- 
ces, ſtirr'd up, no doubt, by the 
leading Preſbyterians in the City, 
came in a tumultuous Manner to 
the Parliament-Houſe, and com- 
pelled them by Threats and Vio- 
lence to do it, and alſo to vote, 
that the King ſhould come to Lon- 
don. Then they adjourn'd for 
ſome Days; and in the mean 
Time, the two Speakers, and a 
great many Members of both 
Houſes fled to the Army for Pro- 
tection. When the Remnant of the 
Parliament met, they choſe them 
new Speakers, and paſs'd ſeveral 
Votes, diſagreeable to the Army. 
Upon this the Army march'd to 
Landon, where the Citizens were 
raiſing Forces, reftor'd the two 
Speakers and the Members to their 
Seats, on Aug. 6, and made the 
Parliament revoke all that had 
been done ſince July 26. And from 
this Time, the two Houſes were 
wholly govern'd by the Army. 
As to the King, he was oblig'd 
to attend all the Motions of the 
Army ſince his late Seizure, till, 
upon their Approach to London, 


hs 
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he was conducted to Hampton- 
Court, Aug. 24. He was treated 
with great Reſpect and Civility, 
by the Heads of the Army, and 
had all due Honours paid him, 
tho', in reality, he was no better 
than their Priſoner. Cromwell was 
actually in Treaty with him to 
reſtore him, and tis very likely, 
he was ſincere in it. Nay, even 
the Agitators of the Army were 
once 1 reſtoring him, and Pro- 
2 were drawn up for his Aſ- 
ent; but upon his Majeſty's re- 
jecting them, they turn'd as vio- 
lently againſt him, imagining that 
he was more inclin'd to the Scots 
and Preſbyterians than to them. 
And now they were very much 
enraged againſt Cromwell, as ſup- 
poſing him to be till carrying on 
ſome private Treaty with the Ning, 
ſd that he was under a Neceſſity, 
in order to preſerve himſelf, to 
reconcile himſelf to them, and 
wholly to abandon the King's In- 
tereſt. Others ſuppoſe the Reaſon 


to be, his having diſcover'd by in- 


tercepted Letters to the Queen, 
that the King did not deal ſin- 
cerely with him; upon which he 
complain'd that the King could not 
be truſted. Others will have Cen- 
avelPs whole Conduct towards the 
King, to be nothing but Hypo- 
crily and Diffimulation. However 
it be, the whole Army was at lait 
united againſt the E Some 
Time before Crombeli's Reconcili- 
ation with the Agitators, they were 
io furious, that they threatned to 
ſeize on the Perſon of the King; 
and upon Cromwe!Ps advertiſing 
him of the Danger he was in, 
his Majeſty eſcap'd in the Night 
from Hampton-Court, and, on Now. 
13, went over to the /e of Wight, 
to Col. Hammond the Governor, 
who lodged him in Cari/brook- 
Caftle, where he was as much a 
Prifoger as he was before, But 


ſome think, that his'Majeſty's 
ing thither, was purely the Effeg 
of Cromwel/Ps Artifice, that he 
might have the more Leiſure to 
pon the Projects he had formed. 

owever this be (for this is a very 
dark and obſcure Period, wherein 
the Politicks of Men and Fartic; 
were laid very deep,) upon the 
King's rejecting the four Bills the 
Parliament ſent him, as Prelimina- 
ries to a Perſonal Treaty, one of 
which was for inveſting the Mi. 
litia in the two Houſes, there were 
many bitter Speeches made againit 
him in the Houſe of Commons, 
particularly by Cromewvel! and Le- 
ton; and, at laſt, the Houſe rec, 
ſolved, Far. 3, 1647 -8, (being ſtill 
under the Influence of the Army,) 
That no more Addreſſes ſhould be 
made to the King, nor Meſſages 
receiv'd from him ; and to this, 
the Lords ſome Days after agrecd, 
the Army now promiſing to ad- 
here to the Parliament againſt the 
King, on whom Fiammond was 
order'd to have a ftrifter Guard 
then before, upon Information, chat 
Endeavours had been uſcd to re- 
ſcue him. The King had con- 
claded a private Treaty with 
the Scots Commiſſioners, a little 
before he rejected the Parliament's 
four Bills. 

The King being reduc'd to this 
melancholy Condition, by Means ot 


the Army, his Friends, who ever 


ſince the Beginning of the War 
were call'd Cavaliers (as the op- 
poſite Party were call d Hound 
heads, from the riotous Appren- 
tices having their Hair cut ſhort 
and round) began to ſtir for him 
in ſeveral Parts of the King: 


dom, in which they were join d 


by the Preſbyterians, from their 
Hatred to the Independants. Even 
the Parliament, who were {ul 
moſtly Preſbyterians, tho they had 
lok their Leaders, had not gole 
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they had not been over-aw' by 
the Army. What much encourag'd 
the Inſurrections in Exgland, was 
the Proſpect of a powerful Aſſiſ- 
tance from Scotland. For the Scots 
not being conſulted in the lat 
Propoſitions to the King, were of- 
fended ; and it was known, that 
purſuant to the Treaty between 
the King and them, they were to 
invade England with a great Ar- 
my, which the Duke of Hamilton, 
who made uſe of the Covenant 
only as a Pretence, had found 
Means to raiſe, and of which be 
was declar*d General, contrary to 
the Sentiments of the K Com- 
miſſioners, and the zealous Co- 
venanters, headed by the Marqueſs 
of Argyle. 

Theſe Troubles broke out pretty 
early in the Year 1648. The firſt 
who took Arms were the Welh, 
under Major-General Langharn, 
and the Colonels Poyer, and Povel, 
all three formerly zealous for the 
Parliament. They had ſeiz'd ſe- 
veral Places, and were near 8000 


: ſtrong. They were firit defeated 


by Col. Horton, ſent before by 
Cromwell; whoarriving ſoon after, 
and having taken ſome Places in 
his March, by the Surrender of 
Pembroke- Caſtle upon Articles, af- 
ter a Siege of above a Month, 
put an entire End to the Com- 
motions in ales. Langhorn, Payer, 
and Powwel, who furrender'd Priſon- 
ers at Diſcretion, being condemn'd, 


| ſome Time after, by a Court- Mar- 


tal, only one of them was to die, 
for which they were to draw Lots; 
which falling on Poyer, he was 
accordingly ſhot to Death. 

In the mean Time General Fair- 


fax (now a Lord by the Death of 
his Father) ſucceſsfully oppos'd the 


Malecontents in Kent, under Goring, 

who had been made Earl of Vor- 

wich. He defeated him at Maid. 
A 


into E, where ſeveral had roſe 
for the King, under Lord Capel, 
Sir Charles . and Sir George 
Liſle. He forc'd them to ſhut 
themſelves up in Co/chefter, where 
they endur'd along Siege, and at laſt 
were compell'd to ſurrender. Lucas 
and Liſle were ſhot to Death; and 
Goring, and Capel, were ſent Pri- 
ſoners to Windſor-Ca/tle, Some 
Time before, the Earl of Holland, 
Villiers Duke of Buckingham, and 
his Brother Francis, were defeated 
at King flon upon Thames, by Col. 
Liveſcy. The Earl was taken 
Priſoner, the Duke fled into France, 
and the Lord Francis was ſlain, 
'The Scots Army under Duke 
Hamilton, amounting to near 
20,000, enter'd England in July, 
and were join'd by about 5000 
Engliſh, under Sir Marmaduke 
Langdale. Cromabell, after he had 
finiſhed his Work in Wales, march'd 
with all Expedition to join Lambers 
in the North; and, Aug. 17, near 
Preston in Lancaſhire, totally routed 
and diſperſed this great Army, the 
Duke m his Flight being taken Pri- 
ſoner. Cromwell then march'd 
directly into Scotland, and arrivin 
at Edinburgh, diveſted the Hamil- 
tonian Party of their Authority; 
and after having been greatly ca- 
reſs'd and magmticently treated, 
return'd in Triumph to England. 
At the Beginning of theſe Trou- 
bles, the Preſbyterian Party in the 
Houſe, in the City, and other Pla- 
ces, began to reſume their Courage. 
Several Petitions yere preſented 


for a Perſonal Treaty with the 


King; and when the Army was 
remov'd from London into different 
Parts of the Nation, the ſecluded © 
Members and others who had ab- 
ſented themſelves having return'd 
to their Seats, the Votes of no 
more Addreſſes were repeal'd, and 
it was reſolv'd by both Houſes, 

to 
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to enter into a Perſonal Treaty 
with the King, that Newport in 
the e of Wight ſhould the 
Place of Treaty, and that his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould be there with Honour, 
Freedom, and Safety; and five 
Lords, and ten Commoners, were 
nominated Commiſſioners for this 
Treaty. But the Debates were fo 
artfully ſpun out by the Indepen- 
dants in the Houſe, eſpecially Sir 
Henry Vane, who ſeem'd to con- 
ſent to the Treaty, on Purpoſe to 
delay it by ſtarting new Difficul- 
ties, that it was not agreed upon, 
till Cromwell had finiſh'd Matters 
in Wales, and was march'd to- 
wards the North. And Vane being 
named one of the Commiſſioners, 
uſed the ſame Arts to delay Mat- 
ters afterwards, ſo that the Treaty 
did not begin till the 18th of 
September, a Month after Crom- 
*wel] had defeated the Scots, and 
the Army had been every where 
victorious. By the ſame Means 
the Treaty itſelf was prolong'd, till 
Cromabell had ſent Part of his 
Troops to reinforce Fairfax, who 
then had his Head-Quarters at 
Windſor. And now the Army 
was reſolved to break off the Trea- 
ty by Force. Accordingly Col. 

ir, on Now. 18, preſented to 
the Commons a Remonſtrance from 
the Army, wherein they deſir'd, 


That the Treaty __ be laid 


alide, and that the King might 
come no more to Government, but 
be brought to Juſtice, as the Ca- 
ital Cauſe of all the Evils in the 
ingdom, and of ſo much Blood 
being ſned. This was in Purſuance 
of Petitions againſt the Treaty, and 
for Juſtice on the King, preſented 
to the General from the ſeveral 
Regiments, particularly from thoſe 
r Cromwell, whillt he was yet 
in the North, on his Return from 
"Scotland. | 
And pow the Fate of the un- 
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happy King came on apace. On 
— 4 21, = General W Col. 
Hammond from the e of Wis), 
and ſent Col. Emwers to take 
Charge of the King's Perſon, who 
kept him in ftrict Cuſtody. On 
the zoth, his Majeſty was brought 
over to Hur/t-Caftle in Hamp/hir:; 
and the” Army march'd toward; 
London, and publiſh'd a Decla- 
ration of the Reaſons of their 
taking this Step. TWO Days after, 
the General and other Officers, with 
ſeveral Regiments, came and quar- 
ter*d at Whitehall, St. James's, the 
Meuſe, and other Places thereabout.. 
Notwithſtanding this, the Com- 
mons, on Monday, Dec. 4, reſum'd 
the Debates on the King's Con- 
ceſſions, which continuing all Day 
and Night till Five in the Morn- 
ing, they at laſt voted, that the {ai 
Conceſſions were ſufficient Grounds 
for ſettling the Peace of the King- 
dom; and then adjourn'd to 4 
neſday. On which Day, ſome Re- 
g1ments of Horſe and Foot, having 
poſſeſs'd themſelves of all the 
Avenues to the Parliament-Hov!e, 
ſeiz'd on one and forty Members 
as they offer d to go in, and tie 
next Day deny d Entrance to near 
an hundred more. Thus the Prei 
byterians being excluded, the House 
of Commons from this 'Time con- 
ſiſted wholly of Independants and 
their Friends, who were diſpos'd 


to comply with whatever th: 


Army dictated. Cromwel! arriv'd 
in Town the Night between thclz 
two Interruptions, and the next 
Day receiv'd the Thanks of thc 
Houſe for his great Services. 
On Dec. 23, the Commons ap- 
pointed a Committee to draw up 
a Charge againſt the King, Who 
about the ſame Time was brought 


from Hur/t-Ca/tle to Windſor, where 


the .Council of War order'd all 
the uſual Ceremonies, ſuch as ſerv. 


10g him upon the Knee, to 2 * 
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ade. Soon after the Committee 
reported an Ordinance for im- 

ching Charles Stuart, King of 
England, of High-Treaſon; which 
being agreed to by the Houle, 
Jan. 2, 1648 -9, was carried up 
to the Lords for their Concur- 
fence; and upon their rejecting 
it, the Commons voted, 1. That 
the People are, under God, the Ori- 
ginal of all juſt Power. 2. That 
the Commons of England, cho/en by, 
and repreſenting + the People, are 
the ſupreme Power: of the Nation, 
3. That rugs Face is enatted or 
declar'd for Law, 2 the Com- 
non aſſembled in Parliament, hath 
the Force of a Law, tho the Con- 


ſent of the King, and Houſe of 


Peers be not had thereto. At the 
ſame Time they made an Ordi- 
nance for ereQting a High-Court 
of Juſtice, for trying the King, 
who was brought from Wag 
St. James's, on the 19th 
next Day, this unprecedented 
began, the Court fitting in 
minſter-Hall, and having chat 
Serjeant Bradhhaw for their 

lident, The Subſtance of the 
Charge was, That the King had 
endeavour'd to ſet up a tyrannical 
Power, and to that End had rais'd 
and maintain'd a cruel} War a- 
gainſt the Parliament. The King 
behaved with Dignity, making no 
other Anſwer, Pur denying the 
Authority of the Court. The 
ſame he did on the 22d, and 
23d, At laſt, being brought be- 
fore them a fourth Time, on 
Jan, 27, he earneſtly deſir'd, be- 
fore Sentence, to be heard before 
the Lords and Commons (intend- 
ing, as tis thought, to reſign 
his Crown to his eldeſt Son ;) 
but his Requeſt was not granted. 
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And ſo, ſtill perſiſting in dif- 
owning the juriſdiction of the 
Court, and conſequently in his Re- 
fuſal to anſwer to the Charge, 
his Silence was taken for a Con- 
feſſion, and Sentence of Death 
was pals'd upon him: Purſuant to 
which, he was, on Jan. zo, be- 
headed on a Scaffold eretted in 
the Street near the Windows of the 
Banguetting - Houſe at Whitehall, 
ſhewing as great a Firmneſs, Reſo- 
lution, and Reſignation to the laſt, 
as he had done in all his Sufferings. 
The Day before his Execution, 
he was permitted to. ſee his Chil- 
dren, the Princeſs Elizabeth and 
the Duke of Glouceſter, the only 
ones then in England ; which was, 
perhaps, as tender a Scene, as is 
to be met with in Hiſtory. 

Charles was certainly a 


King 
Man of great Abilities, and many 
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excellent Qualities. He was ſtrictly 
ſober, chaſte, temperate, and con- 
t in his Devotions, both pub- 
& and private. Happy had it 

for himſelf, and the Nation, 
Whe had been as good a King, 
ag he was a Man. His aimin 
at more Power, than the Conſti- 
tut allow'd, was the firſt Cauſe 
of his Misfortunes: The falſe Steps 
afterwards committed, the Aſcen- 
dant the Queen, and thole he 
truſted, had over him, increas'd 
the Diſtempers of his Reign: And 
his lofing entirely. the Confidence 
of his People, with the claſhing 
Intereſts of Parties, violent and fu- 
rious in their Oppoſition to each 
other, at laſt compleated his Ruin, 
after a troubleſome Reign of 23 
Years,, 10 Months, and 3 Days. 
His Corpſe was carried to Hing/or 
and privately inter'd in St. George's 
Chapel. 
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The ComMonwEALTH of ENGLAND: 


FTER the Death of King 
Charles I. there was an 
Interregnum of eleven Years 


and four Months, during which 
Time, there was a total Eclipſe of 


the Royal Family, and the Govern- 
ment of Eng/and underwent various 
Forms and * The firſt was 
that of a pure Democracy or Com- 
1 For the King was no 
ſooner dead, but the Remnant of 
the Houſe of Commons, call'd af- 
terwards the Rump, ſcarce above 
eighty in Number, but many of 


them Men of a ſurprizing Genius 


and an uncommon Capacity, aſ- 
ſuming to themſelves the Name of 
Parliament, paſs'd an Act, forbid- 
ing the Prockiming: of Charles 
Stuart, eldeſt Son of the late 
King, or any other Perſon, upon 
Pain of High-Treaſon. hen 
they reſolved, that thoſe who had 
aſſented to the Vote, that the late 
King's Conceſſions were a Ground 
to proceed to a Settlement, ſhould: 
not be re-admitted to fit as Mem- 
bers; who were therefore com- 
monly call'd the ſecluded Members. 
On Feb. 5, they voted, that the 
Houſe of Pede was uſeleſs and 
dangerous; and accordingly paſsꝰd 
an Ad for aboliſhing it. The 
Lords had only the Liberty allow'd 
them, of being elected Members 
of Parliament, m common with 


other Subjects; which ſome few 


them accepted, as the Earls of 
Pembroke, and Saliſbury, and the 
Lord Edward Howard ; but the 
greateſt Part rejected it. Then, 


to compleat the Work, they 


reſolved and declar'd, that as 
the Office of King in this Na- 
tion bad been found to be un- 
neceſſary, burdenſome, and dan- 


gerous to the Liberties of the 


People, it ſhould therefore be ut- 
terly aboliſhed : And that the Na. 
tion ſhould be govern'd by the 
Repreſentatives of the People un- 


der the Form of a Commonwealth. 


A new Oath, call'd the Engage- 
ment, was enjoin'd, To be true and 
faithful to the Government eſta. 
bliſhed without King or Houſe of 
Peers. A new Great-Seal was pre- 
par'd, which was committed to 
certzin Perſons, under the Title of 
the Keepers of the Liberties of Eng. 
land by the Authority of Parlia- 
ment; and all Writs and publick 
Orders were to run in their Name. 
And finally, a Council of State was 
appointed, conſiſting of 39 Per- 
ſons, for the Adminiſtration of pub- 
lick Affairs under the Parliament; 
whoſe Powers were to continue for 
one whole Year, and then a new 
Council of State to be choſen. 
And thus the Commonwealth Go- 
vernment was fully eſtabliſhed. 
In' March, a new High-Court 
of Juſtice was erected, of which 
Bradhaw was again Preſident, for 
the Friabof Duke Hamilton (as Earl 
vf Cambridge) the Earls of Hol- 
land, and Noravich, the Lord Capel, 
and Sir John Oæuen, for being con- 
cern'd in the late Invaſion and 
Inſurrections. They were all con- 
demn'd to die. But upon their 
petitioning the Parliament, ther 
Pardon or Execution was to 
determin'd by the Votes of the 


Houſe ; when Duke Hamilton and 


Lord Cape! were caſt, and Sit 
Jobn Owven ſav' d, by a confiders- 
ble Majority. The Houſe being 
equally divided as to the Earls of 
Holland, and Norwich, the former 
was - caſt, and the latter ſaved b) 
the ſingle Vote of the Speaker. 
Accordingly Hamilton, * 
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Capel were ſoon after beheaded on 
4Scaffold before Weftmin/ter- Hall. 

It was now thought fit to a- 
boliſh the Council. of Agitators, 
who were faid at firſt to have 
been ſet up by Cromwell and his 
Aſſociates, to oppoſe the Preſby- 
terians Project of diſbanding the 
Army, in order to ruin the In- 
dependants. They had now done 
their Maſters Work, and had been 
the chief Inſtruments in all the 
late Tranſactions. And, leſt they 
ſhould take it in their Heads to 
carry Matters further than the pre- 
ſent Rulers (between whom, and 
the Officers of the Army, there 
was now a perfect Harmony) cared 
they ſhould, thoſe who at firſt 
ſet them up, judg'd it expedient 
to put them down ; which was at 
length effected by Fairfax and 
Cromwell, tho* not without much 
Difficulty from the Oppoſition 


they made, and ſome Effuſion of 


Blood. 

The Parliament (as the Remnant 
= of the Houſe of Commons was 
= now called) had not been long in 
= Poſſeſſion of the ſupreme Autho- 
rity, before they found it neceſſary 
to turn their Thoughts towards 
lreland. After the Marqueſs of 
Ormond had made a Treaty with 
the i, and in Conſequence of 
that Treaty, the Engl; Forces 
were call'd home, to aſſiſt the 
King againſt 'the Parliament, the 
Vriſ treacherouſly broke the Ar- 
ticles, and joining againſt the Mar- 
queſs, would have ſurpriz'd him, 
it he had not eſcap'd to Dub- 
lin; but being in no Conditi- 
on to keep it for the King, ra- 
ther than deliver it up to the 14/4, 
he gave it up to the Englliſb ſent 
dryer by the Parliament, (who made 

. Jones Governor of it) and came 
over to England ſome Time before 
the King's Death, from whenee he 
aterwards repair d to the Prince. 


And now the i ſolicited his 
Return, promiſing hereafter to ſub- 
mit to him as the King's Lieu- 
tenant, He therefore went back;. 
and put himſelf at the Head of 
the Iriſb Army; and having taken 
ſeveral Places, was preparing to 
beſiege Dublin. In this Exigency, 
the Governors of the new Com- 
monwealth thought fit to ſend over 
a Body of Forces for the 
Relief of Jreland. Oliver Crom- 
well was appointed General for 
this Expedition, and Lord Gover- 
nor of that Ifland, both for Ci- 
vil and Military Affairs, for three 
Years. He loſt no Time in making... 
all the neceſfary Preparations for 
his Departure, and, in the mean 
Time, ſent over conſiderable Suc- 
cours beforehand, to Col. Jones; 
by the Help of which, he made 
ſuch a vigorous and ſucceſsful Sally 
in the Night, that he not only 
forc'd the Marqueſs to raiſe the 
Siege of Dublin, before it was well 
form'd, but put his whole Army 
to the Rout. This was in the 
Beginning of Auguſt, 1649 ; and a 
few Days after, Cromavell ſet Sail 
from r Haven, and arriv'd 
ſafe at Dublin; with his whole 
Army, to the inexpreſſible Joy of 
the People, who already look'd 


upon him as their Saviour and 


Deliverer. Cromwell! having re- 
freſh'd his Men, enter'd imme- 
diately on the great Work he came 
about. His firſt Attempt was upon 
Drogheda, a ſtrong Town, and well 
gariſon'd with the Flower of Or- 
mond's Army, under the Command 
of Sir Arthur A/ton. He reſolutely 
took it by Storm, and put all that 
were in Arms to the Sword, which 
much facilitated his future. Con- 
queſts; and indeed, after this, 
many Places ſubmitted to him, 
without ſtriking a Stroke. In 
October, he took Wexford by 
San. much in the ſame Manner, 
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and with the like Effect, as Drog- 
bea had been taken before. After 
this, he with Eaſe reduced Roſs; 
and Kinſale, and Cork, and other 
Places voluntarily ſubmitted to him. 
His Army having been ſome Time 
in Winter-Quarters, in February he 
took the Field again, and after 
having reduc'd ſome Places of leſſer 
Note, about the End- of March, 
he laid Siege to Xiltenny, (which 
had been the Nurſery of the late 
Rebellion, and the Reſidence of 
the ſupreme Council of the 41/5, ) 
and became Maſter of it in lets 
than a Week. Ee then beſieged 
Clonmell, and took it by Storm, 
tho” the Beſieged made a moſt ob- 
ſtinate and gallant Defence. In 
Mort, Cromaucil carried on his 
Congueſts in Ireland with ſuch 
amazing Rapidity, that in about 
nine Months Tune, he almoſt com- 
leated the Reduction of the whole 
fland ; when, about the Middle 
of May, 1650, he was recall'd by 
the Parliament, in order to enter 
upon a new Scene of Action in 
another Place. And ſo leaving his 
Son- in-Law Vreton his Deputy, to 
finiſh what remain'd, he embark' d 
for England, and having landed at 
Briſtol, proceeded, as it were in 
Triumph, to Louder, where he 
arriv'd amidit the loud Accla- 
mations of the People, and had 
all Honour and Reſpect paid him 
by the Members of Parliament, 
Officers of the Army, the Lord- 
Mayor and Aldermen, and other 
Peritons of Diſtinction. 
Scotland was the next Country, 
where Cromabell was to make him- 
ſelf famous, Charles, Prince of 
Wales, no ſooner heard of the 
King his Father's tragical Death, 
but he took the Title of King, 
being then at the Hogue, and 
about 18 Years old. After the 
late Change brought about by Crom- 
, in Scotland, the Scots were 


united with * ſo long as 
the Engliſb Parliament continued 


Preſbyterian. But when the Inde- 
ndants got uppermoſt, whom the 
cots hated as much as they did 
the Royaliſts, they began to ſhew 
that the Parliament's * 
were diſagreeable to them, aud 
ſent Commiſſioners to preſent a 
Memorial againſt their trying the 
King, and againſt the /in/ul and 
ungodly Toleration, that was going to 
be introduc'd. And when, not- 
withitanding, the Parliament per- 
ſiſted in their Meaſures, the Scots 
Commiſſioners gave in their Pro- 
teſtation againſt them, in the Name 
of the Parliament and People of 
Scotland, and departed. After the 
King's Death, they reſolv'd to 
acknowledge and proclaim his Son, 
King Charles II. and ſent Deputics 
to him, to invite him over, but 
on the expreſs Condition of his 
conſenting to maintain Preſbyteria- 
niſm and the Covenant. The King 
by no means lik'd theſe Terms, and 
as the Marqueſs of Montre/;, wi 
had done great Service in Scolland 
tor the King his Father, but was 
afterwards forc'd to fly, and was 
excommunicated by the Kirk, and 
degraded, by the Scots Parliament, 
happen'd to wait on him a little 
after the Arrival of the Scots De. 
puties, he gave him a Commulion 
to raiſe Forces in Germany, and 
make a Deſcent upon Scotland, 
chuſing rather to come in by Force 
of Arms, than upon ſuch Conti 
ons. Montrofs accordingly landed 
in the North of Scotland with 3 
{mall Force, hoping he ſhould be 
ſoon ſtrengthned by Numbers con- 
ing in to him. But herein he Wis 
diſappointed, and the Scot Para: 
ment took ſuch Meaſures, that le 
was ſoon defeated, and fell into 
their Hands, who condemned bin 
to be hang'd* on a Gallows 30 
Foot high, his Head after x ard 
— [0 


them, 
Scetla 
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to be ſet upon ih To/boorh at 
Edinburgh, his M and Legs at 
four ſeveral Place nd his y 
to be buried under the Gallows ; 
which ſevere and ignominious Sen- 
tence was accordingly executed. 
Montroſs's Expedition gave the 
Seots no very favourable Opinion 
of the King, and yet they pro- 
ceeded to treat with him, but in 
ſuch a Manner, that not the leaſt 
Alteration was to be made in the 
Conditions they at firſt propoſed, 
and he had no Way left, but to 
accept or refuſe. Neceſſity, at laſt, 
made him comply, and ſo he em- 
bark d for Scotland, where he ar- 
nv'd in Zune, 1650, but was not 
permitted to land, till he had 
taken the Covenant. 

The Rulers in England were 
not ignorant of all theſe Proceed- 
ings, and foreſeeing that the King 
would accept of the Crown of 
Scotland, on any Terms, in order 
to employ the Forces of that King- 
dom for invading Englund, they 
reſolved to be beforehand with 
them, and carry the War into 
Scetland. The Lord Fairfax was 
civilly aſk'd, whether he would 
be willing to take on him the 
Conduct of this War; but as he 
was much inclin'd to the Pretby- 
terians, notwithitanding the late 
Services; which, by Cromaucll's Ma- 
nagement, he had done the Inde- 
pendants, twas thought his Re- 
fuſal would not be very diſagree- 
able to the preſent Powers; which 
he either perceiving, or really 
ſcrupling the Lawfulneſs of the de- 
lign'd Invaſion of Scotland, laid 
down his Commiſlion ; and im- 
mediately thereupon, Oliver Crom- 
well was appointed General and 
Commander in Chief of all the 
Armies of the Commonwealth. 

The Scots, in the mean Time, 


being inform'd of the Preparations 


in England, levy'd an Army, and 
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gave the Command of it to Ge- 
neral Ley; not caring to truſt the 
King with it, as they perceiv'd 
he did not very well reliſh the Se- 
verities of their Kirk Diſcipline. 
Lefl:y encamp'd near Edinburgh, 
and on July 22, Cromwell enter'd 
Scotland, at the Head of near 
20,000 Men. As he march'd 
along, he found the Country de- 
ſerted by its Inhabitants, and every 
Thing carried away, that might 
ſerve to ſubſiſt his Army; fo that 
he could have no Previſtons, but 
what were ſent to him by Shipping 
from. England. It was therefore 
neceſſary for him to come to an 
Engagement as ſoon as poſſible. 
To this End he advanc'd directly 
up to the Enemy, but found them 
ſo ſtrongly intrench'd, that there 
was no attacking them without 
the utmoſt Hazard. He uſed all 
the Arts known in War, to draw 
them out of their Intrenchments, 
and provoke them to come to a 
Battle : But the wary Scotch Gene- 
ral avoided the Snaie, hoping to 
ſpin out 'T'ime, till the Inclemency 
of the Seaſon, and the Want of 
Proviſions ſhould conſume the Eng- 
Ji, or force them to return to 
their own Country, Cromwell -. 
march'd up in Sight of the Scots 
Army, and did all he could to 
provoke them; then march*'d back 
to Dunbar for Supplies; then ad- 
vanc'd towards them again; till, 
after the Armies had ſpent ſome 
Weeks, facing each other, and 
Cronewell's Army was greatly di- 
miniſh'd by Sickneſs and other 
Accidents, he retreated again to 
Dunbar. And now the Scots 
thinking the Engliſb ſufficiently 
weaken'd, follow'd them cloie, 
and encamp'd on a Hill about a 


Mile from Dunbar, reſolving now 


at laſt to fall upon them, and to 
that End began to march down 
the Hill. But Cromabell, in this 
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Extremity, calling a Council of 
War in the Night, it was reſolv'd 

prevent them, by attacking 
them firſt, an Hour before Day, 
being the third of September. Which 
he did with ſuch deſperate Fury 
and Reſolution, that- he ſoon pat 


the whole Scots Army, twice as 


numerous as his own, in Con- 
fuſion, and entirely defeated them, 
killing ſeveral Thouſands, and tak- 
ing near 10,000 Priſoners. The 
Scots immediately in Conſternation 
3 Edinburgh and Leith, and 
Cromwell took Poſſeſſion of them ; 
and then laid Siege to Edinburgh- 
Caftle, which he became Maſter of 
about the End of December. 

The King was crown'd at Scone, 
Fan. 1, 1650-1, when he again 
took the Covenant, —— oblig*d 
to diſſemble his Diſlike of it. And 
now the Scots were wholly intent 
upon raiſing another Army, into 
which it was thought fit to admit 
the Hamiltonians, as well as to Poſts 
in the Government, upon their mak - 
ing a Declaration of their Repen- 
tance. This was againſt the Senſe of 
the Bulk of the Scotch Nation, who 
well knew, that ſuch Declaration 
was not ſincere. This divided them 


Into two Parties, the Re/o/utioners, 


ſocalled on account of their carrying 
it in Parliament, to admit the Ha- 
miltonians, and the Proteſters, who 
being great Zealots for the Cove- 
nant, were againſt ſuch Admiſſion. 
From theſe — another Party, 
call'd Remonſtrators, which prevail - 
ed chiefly in the Veſtern Counties, 
Where an Aſſociation was formed, 
as well againſt the King and the 
Defection of the Kirk Party, as 
acainſt the Army of Sectaries, as 
oel s Army was call'd in 
Scotland. However, ſuch an Army 
as has been mention'd was raiſed, 
conſiſting of all Parties who were 
willing to ſerve in this War. The 
King commanded it in Perſon, he 
. , 12" air 
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had Le i dis Lieutenant- Ge- 
neral, and gd encamp'd at 
Torwood, —_ Edinburgh and 
Stirling. Here they were intrench'd 
much m the fame Manner, as be- 
fore the Battle of Dunbar, and 
Cromwell uſed the fame Arts to 
draw them to an Engagement, but 
in vain; they continu'd ſafe in 
their Intrenchments, and were well 
ſupply'd with Proviſions from the 
County of Fife. This made the 
Engliſh General, at laſt, reſolve to 
cut off all Communication with 
thoſe Parts. And ſo having ſent 
over a good Body of Troops into 


Fi, under Lambert and Overton, 


who totally routed a ſtrong Party 
of the King's, which was ſent a- 
gainſt them, he quickly after tranſ- 
ported thither his whole Army, 
and marching farther North, made 
himſelf Maſter of Perth or St. Fohr': 
Town, Thus Cromwell got behind 
the King; who being now under 


a Neceſſity, if he ſtaid in Scotland, 


either of fighting him, or ſtarving 
in his Camp, took a ſudden Reſo- 
lution to march his Army into 
England, not doubting but he 
ſhould be join'd by great Num- 
bers of his Friends, eſpecially in the 
Northern Counties. 
Accordingly the King enter'd 
England, by the Way ot Car/i//;, 
on Aug. 6, 1651, and preſently 
caus'd himſelf to be proclaim'd at 


the Head of his Army, as he did 


at all the Market-Towns thro 
which he paſs'd. The Parliament 
at Veſtminſter were ſtartled at this 
ſudden Invaſion, and began to think 
Cromwell had made a falſe Step. 
But he wrote to them, telling then 
he would overtake the Enemy, 
and doubted not but he ſhould 
ive a good Account of them. 
I he Parliament exerted themſelves 
to the utmoſt on this Occaſion. 
They not only publiſh'd an Act, 
ſtrictly forbidding the abetting cr 
1 aſſiſting 
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ing Charles Stuart, or any of 
his Adherents, on Pain of High- 


. Treaſon, but order'd the Militia 


of the ſeveral Counties to be drawn 
out, to obſtru&t his March; and 
the Lord Fairfax now alſo took 
the Field with a conſiderable Body 
for the ſame Purpoſe. General 
Cromavell, to loſe no Time, im- 
mediately ſent Lambert and Har- 
riſon, with Part of his Army, to 
moleft the King's March as much 
as poſſible, who ſoon found his 
Friends did not come in to him 
as he expected, being hinder'd by 
the Forces of the Commonwealth, 
who ſpread themſelves over the 
Nation. The King therefore, in- 
ſtead of marching to London, as 
'twas thought he deſign'd, with 
Difficulty got to Worcefter, Aug. 23, 
and there encamp'd, rortifying him- 
ſelf as well as he could againſt 
any Attack. 'The Earl of Derby 
was the only Perſon, who made 
any conſiderable Attempt to ſerve 
the King. He got together about 
too Horſe, but before he could 
join the King, he was ſet upon 
by Col. Lilburn and entirely de- 
feated, himſelf with Difficulty 
eſcaping to the King at Vorceſten. 

In a mean 'Time, Cromwell, 
having ſettled Matters in Scotland, 
and left Lieutenant-General George 
Monk, with a ſufficient Force, to 
command there in his Abſence, 
march'd in all Haſte with the reſt 
of his Army after the King. His 


Forces daily increas'd as he paſs'd 


along, by Parties from all Quarters, 
and at Keinton, he join'd the reſt 
of the Parliament's Forces under 
Fleetwood, Deſborough, Lord Grey 
of Groby, Lambert, and Harriſon ; 
ſo that his Army was now double 
in Number to that of the King. 
He arriv'd at Worceſter, Sept. 1, 
and on the 3d, being that Day 
Twelvemonth that the Battle of 

an was fought, Cromwell 


land in one Commonwealth. 


charg'd the King's Army ſo vige- 
rouſly, that, after ſome Hours Diſ- 
= they were driven back on both 
ides the Severn, and retiring into 
the Town in the utmoſt Confuſion, 
were follow'd by Cromwel/s Men, 
who made a dreadful Slaughter of 
the Royal Troops, and obtain'd 
a compleat Vitory, taking many 
Thouſands Priſoners. Among thoſe 
of Quality, was the Earl of Derby, 
who was afterwards beheaded at 
Bolton. The King narrowly * 
and after wandering about in a Pea- 
ſant's Habit, with a faithful Guide, 
ſtooping to the meaneſt Offices to 
conceal himſelf the better, and un- 
dergoing numberleſs Fatigues and 
Dangers, for the Space of ſeveral 
Weeks, got ſafe over into France. 
During theſe Adventures, he hid 
himſelf a whole Day in a tufted - 
Oak, in the Midſt of a thick Wood. | 
Cromwell, after the Battle, having * 
order'd the Walls of Worceſter to | 
be levell d with the Ground, re- 1 
turn'd in Triumph to Londen. And F 
Monk, in a ſhort Time, compleated 
the Reduction of Scotland, which 
was afterwards united with Eng- 


Between the Battles of Dunbar 
and Worce/ter, it was diſcover'd that 
{ome Preſbyterians were carryingon 
a Plot againſt the Government, by 
correſponding with their Brethren 
the Scots, in order to promote the 
King's Intereſt in Scot/and, and in 
England, looking upon him now as 
a good Prelbyterian King, ſince his 
having taken the Covenant. Four 
eminent Preſbyterian Divines were 
concern'd in this Plot, one of 
whom, Mr. Lowe, was executed on 
Tower-hill, on Aug. 22. 

The Commonwealth was at the 
Height of us Glory, and en- 
joy'd a profound Tranquillity,after 
the Succeſs at Worcefter; when a 
War broke out between it, and the 
Republick of Holland. The Par- 

2 liament 


1 0 
4 


328 The COMMONWEALTH. 
Jjament had early ſent Ambaſſadors ed him. The General was aware 


to the States to propoſe a ſtrict 
Union with them, or ſuch a Coa- 
lition as ſhould make them, as it 
were, one Republick with England. 
But the Dutch thought this ſo in- 
 Jurioustotheir Commerce, that they 
not only refus'd to come into it, but 
the Engliſb An baſſadors were very 
much affronted by the Populace. 
And now, ſince the Parliament could 
not bring them to their Terms, they 
had a Mind to break with them, and 
to that End paſs'd an Act, forbid- 
ding all Commodities, that were 
not of the Growth and Manu- 
facture of the Country from whence 
they came, to be brought into Eug- 
land in any other than Exgliſb Bot- 
toms; which put an End to the 
Commerce between England and 
Holland. And when the States ſent 
Ambaſſadors to deſire the Repeal 
of this Act, they were ſo far from 
doing it, that they inſiſted on Satis- 
faction for ſome old Injuries, the 
Dutch had done to the Eng/i/s. 
A War, therefore, neceſſarily en- 
ſu'd, in which were fought ſeveral 
of the moſt terrible and bloody Sca- 
Fights, that ever had been known, 
between the Dutch under the fa- 
mous Van Trump, and the Exgliſb 
under the renowned B/ake. The 
Dutch were generally worſted in 
theſe Engagements, tho the Eng- 
i alſo ſuffer d great Loſs. The 
fth, which was fought in Feb. 
1652 -3, laſted three Days. The 
Dutch at laſt ſued for Peace, but 
before it was concluded, a new Re- 
volution happen'd in England. 
** Cromwel!'s Reputation and Glo- 
ry were arriv'd to ſuch a Height, 
after the Victories at Dunbar and 
Worcefter, that, as many envied his 
Greatneſs, the Parliament grew 
jealous of his Power, and now he 
ad done their Work for them, 
would have been glad to have ruin- 
. : 1 N : I : 


of this, and was reſolv'd to pre- 
vent it; which it was not very 
difficult for him to do, as he had 
ſecur'd the Eſteem and Affection 
of the Officers and Soldiers, and 


as the Parliament, after ſo long a 


Continuance, began to be diſagree- 
able to the People. Things being 
in this State, the General and his 
Officers made loud Complaints a- 

ainſt the Grievances of this long 

arliament, and gave out, that 
they intended to perpetuate them. 


ſelves in Power. It is not unlikely 


indeed, that Crommwells Ambition 
might at the ſame Time inſpire him 


, with Thoughts of _—_ up him. 


ſelf; as appears pretty plain, from 
ſome Conferences he had with his 
Friends, ſoon after the Battle of 
Worceſter. However it be, the 
Parliament, inſtead of diſſolving 
themſelves, to make Way for a 
new Repreſentative, as the Army 
inſiſted they ſhould, fell to pre- 
paring an Act for filling up their 
Houſe, and to declare it High- 
Treaſon, for any ane to propoſe 
or contrive the Alteration of the 
preſent Government. Upon thi, 
Cromwell, on Apr. 20, 1653, took 
a Party of Soldiers, and went to 
the Houſe; and having fat and 
heard their Debates for ſome Lime, 
when the Queſtion was going to be 
put, for paſſing the Act, Which 
would continue them above a Year 
and a half longer, he ſtood up a] 
on a ſudden, and bad the Speaker 
leave the Chair, and then ſtamping 
with his Feet, and telling them, 
they were no longer a Parliament, 
upon this Signal the Soldiers en- 
ter'd, who, by his Orders, ſaw the 
Houſe clear'd of the Members, be- 
ing about an Hundred, who all 
quietly departed; and then having 
caus'd the Doors to be lock'd, he 
went away to Whitehall. 
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HE General having by the General and his Councff 
thus by Force turn- of Officers. This Declaration was 


ed out his Maſters, follow'd by another, April 3o, 


: [T became himſelf, of ſign'd O. Cromævell, giving Notice, 


8 Courſe, Maſter of the that till the Perſons above menti- 
Commonwealth. For on'd ſhould meet, a Council of State 
tho“ he did not aſſume the Title was appointed for the better carry- 
of Protector till towards the End ing on the Affairs of the Common- 
of the Year, yet his Power was wealth. 
in Effect the ſame, from the very On Tune 2, there was another 
Moment that he ſucceeded in this terrible Sea-Fight between the Eng- 
bold Undertaking. He imme- li under Blake, Monk, and Dean, 
diately conſulted with his Council and the Dutch under Van Trum 
of Officers at Whizchall, how to and De Ruyter ; in which the Eng- 
carry on the Government, and by Ii, to Oliver's great Satisfaction, 
their Advice, publiſhed a Declara- pot the Victory, ſinking fix of the 
tion of the Grounds and Reaſons Enemy's beſt Ships, blowing up 
of his diſſolving the late Parlia- two others, and taking eleven: But 
ment, promiſing to put the Go- they had the Misfortune to loſe 
vernment into the Hands of Per- Admiral Dean, who was kill'd by 
ſons of approv'd Fidelity and Ho- a Cannon- Ball at the Beginning of 
ey; ſign'd by the Lord General the Engagement. 
and his Council of Officers, April It having been reſolv'd by the 
22, 1653. This met with a good General and his Council of Offi- 
eception, and was anſwer d by cers, according to their firſt Decla- 
ration, to ſummon ſele& Perſons, 
my, and People, approving of the to be nominated by themſelves, out 
late Action, and promiſing to ſtand of every County, who ſhould be 


* * 
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a Repreſentative of the whole Na- 
tion; and the Perſons having been 
eed upon, in Number 144, 
omwvell, on Fane 8, ſent his 
Summons to each of them to ap- 
in the Council-Chamber at 
Biteball, on July 4 ; uſing this 


* authoritative Stile, after the Pream- 


- 


=” 


ble, I Oliver Cromwell, Captain- 
General and Commander in Chief 
of all the Armies and Forces 
raiſed, and to be raiſed within this 
Commonwealth, do hereby ſum- 
mon and require you, c. Several 
ether Acts of Authority were per- 
form'd by the General before the 
Meeting of this Convention. 


The Perſons ſummon'd met on 


— 1» 


the Day appointed, when the Ge- 
netal, attended by his Officers, 
made a Speech to them; and then, 
by an Inſtrument under his Hand 
and Seal, he conſtituted them, or 
any 40 of them, the ſupreme Au- 
thority of the Nation; to fit no 
longer than the 3d of Nov. 1654, 
and three Months before, to make 
Choice of other Perſons to ſucceed 
them, who were not to fit above 
a Year, and to provide for a like 
Succeſſion in the Government. 
Then they adjourn'd to the next 
Day, when they met in the Par- 
kament-Houſe, and at once voted 
themſelves the Parliament of the 
Commonwealth of England. But it 
ſeems, by the Character of the Per- 
ſons who compos'd this Aſſembly, 
that Oliver did not intend Things 


Mould continue long in this Way. 


For, tho' there were among them 
ſeveral Men of Fortune and Capa- 
city, yet the major Part were ei- 


ther rank Enthuſiaſts, or Perſons of 


obſcure Birth, and ſmall Parts and 
Abilities. And tho' they made 
fome good Orders in leſſer Mat- 
ters, yet in Things of greater Con. 
cernment, their Counſels were full 
of Perplexity and Confuſion. One 
Praiſc-Ged- Barebone, a Leather- 
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Seller in Fleet ſtrret, was a buſy Man 


in this Aſſembly, from whom it 


was call'd in Deriſion Barebones 
Parliament. 

In Auguft,, there was another 
bloody Sea-Engagement between 
the two contending States, in which 
Admiral Fan Trump, the Glory of 
the Dutch Nation, was ſlain. The 
Datch then apply'd to the Parlia- 
ment for a Peace, but in vain ; upon 
which they addreſs'd themſelves 
to Cromauell, promiſing, if he would 
depoſe the preſent Powers, and aſ- 
ſume the Government to himſelf, 
they would enter into ſuch a de- 
fenſive Alliance with him, as ſnould 
ſecure him againſt all his Enemies, 
foreign and domeſtick. This he 
was now reſolv'd to do, for which 
the Confuſion of their Debates af. 
forded him a Handle. And ſo 
the Matter having been concerted 
with Rox/e the Speaker, and the 
General's fele& Friends in the 
Houſe, they met early in the 
Morning, Dec. 12, before the o- 
ther Members, who were not in 
the Secret, had taken their Seats ; 
and voted, that, as it was not for 
the publick Good, that the Parlia- 
ment ſhould fit any longer, it was 
fit they ſhould reſign up their 


Powers to the Lord - General ; 
which the Speaker and Members, 


ing with the Mace to Hhiteball, 

id accordingly, by a Writing under 
their Hands. And by this Means, 
the politick Cromwell, with his 
Council of Officers, was again in 
Poſſeſſion of the ſupreme — 
which he had before delegated to 
this Aſſembly. N 
This done, he advis'd with his 
Council of Officers and other Per- 
ſons of Intereſt in the Nation, how 
the Government ſhould be carried 
on; and theſe immediately reſolved, 
That Oliver Cromwell ſhould be 
Lord Protector of the Common. 
wealth of England, Scotland, and 


lrelana, 
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J-eland, and conſtituted him ſuch, 
by a large Inſtrument, call'd the 
nſtrument of Government, con- 
ſiting of 42 Articles. By this 
Inftrument, the ſupreme legiſla- 
tive Authority was to be in the 
Lord · Protector and the People in 
Parliament; and the executive 
Power in the Protector, with the 
Advice of his Council. The Par- 
liament was to be choſen in ſuch 
Manner as to be a more equal Re- 
preſentative, the Members for the 
Counties, and ſome large Cities, to 
be increas'd, and thoſe for the 
leſſer Boroughs, to be either re- 
duced or wholly omitted. There 
were to be 400 for England, 30 
for Scotland, and the ſame Num- 
ber for Jreland, all three being 
join'd in one Commonwealth. Col. 
Montague, afterwards Earl of Sand- 
wich, and Sir Anthony A/bley Cooper, 
afterwards Earl of Shaft/bury, were 
of the Protector's firſt Council. On 
Dec. 16, his Highneſs was ſolemnly 
inſtall'd, and then proclaim'd, firſt 
in and about London, and after- 
wards throughout England, Scot- 
land, and Ireland. Thus did this 

eat Man, who was hardly known 
in the former Part of his Life, 
mount himſelf into the 'Throne of 
three Kingdoms, and, tho' he had 
not the Title of King, ruled with 
more Power than molt preceding 
Kings. He apply'd himſelf cloſely 
to Buſineſs, and was indefatigable 
in the Management of publick Af- 
fairs, and on all Occaſions main- 
tained the Port of a great Prince, 
as much as if he had been ſo born 
and bred. And now congratula- 
tory Addreſſes were preſented to 
him from all the Parts of the 
three Nations, and the greateſt 
foreign States courted his Friend- 
wy and Alliance. 

t 1s ſurprizing, how he manag'd 
the ſeveral oppoſite Parties then in 
the Nation, all mortal Enemies to 


Terms. Among the reſt, he o 
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each other, ſo as to make them 
contribute to his own Security, 
tho* moſt of them hated him in 
their Hearts. He kept a ſtrict Eye 
upon the Cawaliert, and, for the 
moſt Part, terrify'd them into Sub- 
miſſion. He careſs'd the Prei- 
terians to keep them in good Hu- 


mour, and when they began to 


take too much upon them, he 
+ tha the Independants and other 
ects againſt them, in order to 
humble them, and keep them with- 
in due Bounds. The Republicans 
of all Sorts were his greateſt Ene- 
mies, becauſe he had overturn'd 
their beloved Scheme of Govem- 
ment ; and theſe he took care to 
divide, by ſetting the Enthufraſts, 
and Fifth-Monarchy Men, againſt 
the State- Republicans, who hated 
him moſt of all. The former he 
would cajole, oy talking to them 
in their own Way, entering into 
his old Familiarities with them, 
and ending the Diſcourſe com- 
monly with a long Prayer; but 
the latter, who were ſaid to be 
Dei/ts, and whom he uſed to call 
Heathens, he could not fo eaſily 
manage. However, he with won- 
derful Art and Dexterity carried 
Things farther with all Parties, 
than was thought poſlible : And 
tho* this did not hinder frequent 
Plots and Conſpiracies againſt him, 
he had his Spies in every Corner, 
and by his early Intelligence, cruſh- 
ed them before they could be put 
in Execution 
On April 5, 1654, the Lord- 
Protector concluded a Peace with 
the Dutch, upon very 2 
lig'd 
them to pay zoo, ooo J. for the 
Damage done to the Englih at 
Abmoyna, &c. many Years before, 
for which the two laſt Kings could 
obtain no Satisfaction. | 
Cromwel['s good Policy appear'd 
in nothing more than in advancing 
to 


332 
to the ſeveral Poſts in the Govern- 
ment, Men that were beſt quali- 
fy'd for them. The famous Mat- 
theav Hale was one of his Judges, 
and in general he ſupply'd the 
Benches with the ableſt Lawyers. 
Tburloe, a very able Miniſter, a 
ſecond OE for Intelligence, 
was made Secretary of State. When 
the Durch War was over, he ſent 
Monk back into Scotland, to keep 
that Country in Order; and two or 
three Years after, made his younger 
Son Henry, a Perſon of excellent 
Parts and Abilities, Lord-Lieu- 
tenant of Heland, Ludlow had 
been intruſted with the Govern- 
ment of that Iſland, after /retor, 
wha died at the Siege of Limerick, 
in 1651; and Flcetausod, who mar- 
ried Ireton's Widow, one of the 
Protector's Daughters, had ſucceed - 
ed Ludlow. 

The Protector had not long en- 
joy'd his new Dignity, before a 
Conſpiracy againſt him was dif- 
covered, for which Gerard ard 
Fowel were executed, on July 10, 
#654. And the ſame Day, Dor 
Pantaleon Sa, the Portugal Am- 
baſſador's Brother, was beheaded 
for a Riot and Murder. This was 
thought very extraordinary, but the 
Protector ſaid, Juſtice muſt be done. 

His Highneſs, purſuant to the 
 Frftrument of Government, order'd 
Writs to be iſſued for chuſing 
Members to ſerve in Parliament. 
This Parliament met on Spy. 3, 
and the Protector went in great 
State, and open'd it with a Speech. 
But it ſoon appear d, that they were 
not for his Purpoſe. For they 
immediately fell to debating his 
Inſtrument of Government, and firſt, 
that fundamental Article of the ſu- 
preme legiſlative Power being in 
a fingle Perſon and a Parliament, a- 
gainſt which ſeveral warm Speeches 
were made. The Protector, upon 
” this, order'd them to attend him 
in the Painted-Chamber, where he 
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ſhew'd his Diſpleaſure in a Speech, 
and, moreover, appointed them a 
Teſt or Recognition of the Govern. 
ment, as it heen eſtabliſhed; 
and none were itted to enter 
the Houſe, but ſuch as would ſub- 
ſcribe it. About zoo did fo, and 
took their Places; and tho' they 
declar'd, that Oliver Cromwe!! 
ſhould be ProteQor during Life, 
yet they took ſuch Liberties with 
the other Articles of Government, 
ſpending ſeveral Months in nothing 
elſe but debating on them, that the 
Protector was highly offended. And 
beſides, he had receiv'd Intelli- 
gence of a Plot for an Inſurrection, 
contriv'd chiefly by the Cavaliers, 
to which many of the Members 
were privy, and gave Encourape- 
ment, by protracting Time in long 
and fruitleſs Debates. He there- 
fore order'd the Parliament to at- 
tend him in the Painted-Chamber, 
Jun. 22, 1654 -5, and after a very 
long and intricate Speech, giving 
them to underſtand, that r. 
their Deſigns, in great Diſpleaſure 
diflolv'd them, 

Two Days after the Diſſolution, 
Major Wildman, a noted Republi- 
can, one of thoſe who had been 
excluded for refuſing to ſign the 
Recognition, was ſeiz'd with a Pa- 
per about him, being a Declaration 
thewing why the People ſhould 
rife in Arms againſt the Tyrant 
Oliver Cromwell, He was kept 
ſome Time in Priſon, and then 
contrary to Expectation diſcharged. 

The Cavaliers had defign'd two 
Inſurrections, one in the Nor7-, 
and another in the Vet. The 
former, which was to have been 
headed by Wilmot Earl of Roche- 
fter, was wholly laid afide, before 
it was well begun, But in the 
Neſt ſome faint” Attempt was 
made: Sir Foſeph Wagſtaff, Col. 
Penruddock, Grove, and Fones, en- 
ter'd Saliſbury with about 200 

Horſe, 
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Horſe, at the Time of the Aſſizes, 
ſeiz'd the Judges and the Sheriff, 
and proclaim d the King. But 
finding the People not in a Diſ- 
tion to join them, they march'd 
er Weſtward; and being pur- 
ſu'd by a Troop of Horſe that lay 
in the Neighbourhood, they were 
defeated, and moſt of them taken 
Priſoners. Penruddock and Grove 
were beheaded at Exeter, and ſe- 
veral were try'd and hang'd both 
there and at Sa/i/oury. But Vag- 
„af luckily made his Eſcape, 
Theſe Conſpiracies and Inſurrecti- 
ons gave a Handle to the Pro- 
tector to divide England into cer- 
tain Diſtricts, and to appoint Offi- 
cers ſeverally in each, under the 
Title of Major Generali, the better 
to keep the Royaliſts and Re- 
ublicans in Awe, and to levy the 
axes impos'd on them. Theſe 
Major-Generals became ſo many 
Tyrants, and fo oppreſs'd the Peo- 
ple, that Cromævell thought it ne- 
ceſlary firſt to reſtrain them, and, 
at laſt, totally to aboliſh them. 
France and Spain were now at 
War, and each ſtrove to gain the 
Protector. He was for ſome Time 
in Suſpence, which to join with, 
but at laſt reſolv'd it ſhould be 
France, where Cardinal Mazarine 


was Prime-Miniſter, in the Minori- 


ty of Lewis XIV. Being thus de- 
termin'd, he equipp'd a Fleet, and 
ſent it under the Command of 
Penn, with ſome Land-Forccs un- 
der Venables, to attack the Shani/h 
Settlement of Sz. Domingo in Hi- 
Jpaniola. They arriv'd there in 
April, 1655, but by ſome Miſ— 
conduct in landing the Forces, the 
Deſign miſcarried, and they we 

repuls'd to their Ships with great 
Loſs. To make ſome Amends, 
they fail'd for Jamaica, and took 
t on May 17; which profitable 
Iſland the Eugliſb have held ever 
knee, Upon their Return, Venablis 
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was committed to the Towwer, but 
ſoon releas'd. 

In the mean Time, Blake per- 
form'd Wonders in the Mediterra- 
nean. He was ſent firſt to chaſtize 
the Corſairs of Barbary, and to 
demand ample Satisfaction of all 
the States, who had in any Man- 
ner moleſted the Zng/iþ 3; both 
which he did with glorious Suc- 
ceſs. After this, in Sept, 1656, 
he attack'd, ſunk and burnt the 
whole Spani/ Plate-Fleet, exce 
two of the Ships, which he too 
whoſe valuable Treaſure being 
landed at Port/mouth, was con- 
vey'd, as it were in Triumph, to' 
London. In fine, this brave Ad- 
miral, the Glory of the Engii/s 
Nation, in April, the following 
Year, burnt fix large Spa 
Galeons at the Canaries (whilſt 
Capt. Stayner deſtroy'd ten ſmaller 
Veſſels) and died on Shipboard, 
in his Return home. The Pro- 
tector, to ſhew his Eſteem for his 
Memory, gave him a pompous In- 
terment in Henry VIIth's Chapel. 

Some Time before, the Fifth- 
Monarchy Men, or Anabaptiſts, as 
ſome call them, among whom was 
Major-General Harriſon, enter'd 
into an enthuſiaſtick Plot againſt 
Cromwell ; but it was timely diſ- 
covered and prevented by the Vi- 
gilance of the Protector's Spies: 
As. was alſo another Conſpiracy 
form'd againſt his Life, by one 
Miles Sindercombe, a Leweller. 

The Protector had thought fit 
toſummon a new Parliament, Which 
met on Sept. 17, 1656. The Mem- 
bers were to be approved by his- 
Highneſs's Council, before they 
ſhould have Leave to ſit; and by 
this Means, near an Hundred were 
excluded, who publiſh'd a ſevere 
Remonitrance againſt this Violence. 
And now the fitting Members pro- 
ceeded, juſt as Ol ider would have 
them. They paſs'd an Act for 

DE 
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tenouncing the pretended Title (as 
they call'd it) of Charles Stuart, 
— another, declaring it High- 
Treaſon to attempt any Thing a- 
- gainſt the Protector's Life. They 
approv*d _ the — — Spain, 
anted ms oney 
for 2 it an. And after they 
had fat ſome Months, it was car- 
ried in the Houſe, tho' the Army 
Party moſtly oppos'd it, to offer 
Cromwell the Title of King ; which 
they . did on April 4, 1657. 
It appear” 
did not diſlike the Offer; but as 
he knew it was againſt the Senſe 
of the Army, he demurr'd upon 
it, and a Committee was appointed 
to fatisfy him, and to perſuade 
him to accept it. All this was 
only to gain Time, in order to 
bring the Army to approve of the 
Deſign: Which Olliver finding he 
could not do, and that his Brother- 
-in-Law Deſborough, and his Son- 
in-Law Fleetauood, were particular- 
y averſe to it; he with great Shew 
of Humility, on the 8th of May, 
told the Parliament, that he could 
not undertake the Government with 
the Title of King. However, they 
confirm'd to him his Dignity of 
Protector, by an Act call'd, The 
Humble Petition and Advice of the 
Parliament to his Highneſs ; where- 
by he wasalſo empower'd to name 


* his Succeſſor, and to call Parlia- 


ments conſiſting of two Houſes; the 
Perſons legally choſen not to be 
excluded but by Conſent of the 
Houſe of which they were Mem- 
ders. The Protector gave his Aſ- 


ſent to this Act, which conſiſted 


of eighteen Articles, on May 25 
and, on June 26, was inaugurated 
mm We/tminſter-Hall, with the like 
Fömp and Magnificence, as at a 
Coronation. 


Cromwell, purſuant to his Trea- 


ty with France, ſent over 6000 


| Men to join the French Army a- 


oy 


lam —_ that he 


gainſt the Spaniards, and Mara be 
and Duntirłł were to be put into 
the Hands of the Eng/zÞ, as ſoon 
as taken; as the former was, in 
October this Year. | 

King Charles having been oblig'd 
to leave France, upon Cromwel/s 
entering into an Alliance with that 
Crown, retir'd to Cologne, and re- 
ſided there above two Years: And 
now, having concluded a Treaty 
with the Catholick King, he this 
Year repair'd to Bruges in Flan- 
ders. About the ſame Time, a Plot 


was laid for an Inſurrection in 


England in his Favour, and the 
Marqueſs of Ormond came over to 
London, to forward the Deſign. 
Cromwell having Notice of it, by 
his Spies, publiſſi'd a Proclamation 
for apprehending the Conſpirators 
before they could get into a Body. 
The Marqueſs narrowly eſcap'd, 
but Dr. Hewet, Sir Henry Sling/by, 
Mr. Mordaunt, and ſeveral others 
were ſeiz' d; and the two former 
being try'd by a High Court of 
Juſtice, were condemn'd and ex- 
ecuted. 

The Parliament met again, on 
Jan. 20, 1657 -8, to which Time 
they had adjourn'd. It now con- 
ſiſted of trivo Hbuſes, the new one 
being call'd The Other Houſe, to 
anſwer to the Houſe of Peers. 
They were conſtituted by the Pro- 
tector's Writs of Summons, and 
many of them were call d up'from 
the lower Houſe. This, and the 
Admiſſion of the Members, who 
had been excluded in the firſt Seſ- 
ſton, made ſuch an Alteration in 
that Aſſembly, that they ſeem'd 
diſpos'd to undo all that had been 
done. 'They call'd the Authority 
of the Other Houſe in Queſtion, 
and diſputed the Validity of the 
Humble Petition and Advice. But 
the Protector thought fit to put a 
Stop to theſe Proceedings by a 
ſudden Diſſolution of the Parlia- 

ment, 
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ment, on Feb. 4. And it was ſome 
Time after this, that the Conſpira- 
tors above-mention'd were exe- 


cuted. 

On June 25, 1658, Dunkirk was 
taken from the Spaniards, by the 
EngliſÞ. and French Forces, and 
immediately, according to 'Treaty, 
ſurrender'd up to the Lord Pro- 
tector of England. But it coſt the 
Confederates a Battle, before they 
could obtain it, with the Spaniſßb 
Generals and the Dukes of York 
and Gloucefter, who advanc'd with 
15,000 Men to relieve the Place; 
but were entirely defeated, chiefly 
by the Bravery of the _— 
under Lockhart and Morgan. Crom- 
bell plac'd a ſtrong Gariſon in 
Dunkirk, and made Lockhart Go- 
vernor. 

The Protector did not long ſur- 
vive this glorious Succeſs of his 
Arms. He was taken ill in Auguſt, 
and died on his beloved and victo- 
rious Day, the third of September, 
in the Goth Year of his Age, 
having, as it is ſaid, named his Son 
Richard to ſucceed him, juſt be- 
fore he expir d. He had a moſt 
pompous Funeral beſtow'd on him, 
and his Body was in Appearance 
buried in We/tminſter- Abbey, But 
ſome ſay it was wrapt in Lead, and 
ſunk below Bridge in the Thames : 
And others affirm it to have been 
buried in Na/eby-Field. He was 
born at Huntington, of a good Fa- 
mily, of Vel Extraction, the 
Name being originally Williams; 
but one of the Family marrying 
the Siſter of the famous Thomas 
Cromwell, Earl of Efjex, in Hen- 
ry VIllth's Reign, a Son by that 
Marriage took that Name, and 
tranſmitted it to his Poſterity. Oli- 
ver made no Figure in the World, 
till a little before the Breaking out 
of the Civil War, and we have ſeen 
by what Steps and Accidents he 
mounted to Power afterwards; which 
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he could not have done, if he had 
not been endow'd with a moſt ex- 
traordinary Genius and Capacity. 
After he roſe to Sovereignty, under 
the Name of Protector, tho' his 
Government was arbitrary, and ſup- 
ported only by the Army, he did 
many Things worthy of Praiſe. 
He encourag'd Trade and Com- 
merce, maintain'd the Honour of 
the Nation, and in many Inftances 
effectually interpos'd in favour of 
the Proteſtants abroad, chiefly by 
Means of the Influence he had 
over Cardinal Mazarine, who fear- 
ing, if he ſhould diſpleaſe him, that 
he would break with France, durſt 
deny him nothing, 'The Nation, 
certainly, never made a greater 
Figure abroad, fince the Days of 
Queen E xabeth, than it did under 
Cromwell, Indeed, I have often 
thought his Government, in many 
Reſpects, reſembled hers, eſpeci- 
ally in the Choice of fit Miniſters 
for the ſeveral Parts of the Ad- 
miniſtration. But the fundamental 
Difference was this, that, whereas 
ſhe ſupported herſelf by the Aﬀec- 
tions of the People, Oliver, for 
Want of that, which he would 
have been very glad to have had, 
ſupported himſelf by a ſtanding 
Army; tho' he had many fecret 
Enemies in it, and it was with 
puns Skill and Dexterity, that he 

ept all Things quiet there. In 
one Thing indeed, they were too 
much alike; for if Oliver ſacriſi- 
ced King Charles I. to his own 
Safety, Queen Elizabeth did the 
fame by the Queen of Scots. In 
ſhort, his greatett Enemies acknows- 
ledge he was not unworthy of the 
Government, if his Way to it had 
been juſt and innocent. And ho 


far the Circumſtances and Necetli- > * 


ties of the Times may excuſe him, 

is not my Buſineſs to ſay. 
Befides his two Sons, Richard 
and Henry, he had four Daughters, all 
Women 
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Women of great Senſe and Vir- 
tue. Bridget was Wife to Henry, 
Feton, afterwards to Lieute- 
nant-General Fleetwood, Eliza- 


beth was married to Mr. John Cley- 


le, and died a little before her 

ather : Mary, his third Daughter, 
to the Lord Viſcount Falconbridge, 
afterwards made an Earl by Kin 
William ; and Frances, the youn 
Daughter, firſt to Robert Rich, Eſq; 
Grandſon and Heir to the Earl of 
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Warwick; and afterwards to Sis 
John Ruſſel of Chippenham in 
Cambridgeſhire. 

Among the eminent Perſons, 
who died under O/ver's Protector- 
ſhip, were the famous Mr. John 
Selden, the venerable Archbiſhop 
Uſer, who came over to England, 
a little before the Breaking out of 
the riß Maſſacre; and Dr. Har- 
vey, the celebrated Diſcoverer of 
the Circulation of the Blood. 


Lal lead. "I. - 
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With the VARIOUS Go- 


VERNMENTS fill tbe Reſtoration. 


to the Reſtoration, which was 

but about a Year and three 
arters, there were in Eng/and no 
than five or ſix Forms of 
Government, if they may be ſo 


Fi the Death of Oliver 


' called, when the Whole was little 
better than a State of Anarchy 


and Confuſion. Richard Cromwell 
was peaceably proclaim'd Protector 


upon the Death of his Father, and 


was congratulated thereupon by 
Addreſſes from all Parts. But he 
wanted his - Father's Spirit and 
Parts to ſupport himſelf, eſpeci- 
ally againſt the Intrigues of the 
Army, which were beginning to 
work in Ollwer's Time, for which 
Major-General Lambert had been 
diſcharg'd ; and if he had liv'd, tis 
Iikely. he would have caſhier'd o- 
ther Officers, and put ſuch in their 
Room, as would have ſecur'd the 
Army ſtill in Obedience. But this 
was above Richard's Capacity. He 
Wanted to become Maſter of the 
Army, as his Father had been, but 
the Officers reſoly'd he ſhould not: 
And his Brother-in-Law Fleetwood, 
and Uncle D-/berough, were fore- 
moſt in the Oppoſition, and uſed 
all their Arts to undermine him. 
However Richard, in order to ſup- 
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port himſelf the better, by the Ad- 
vice of his Council, call'd a Par- 
liament, which met on Jan. 27, 
1658 9. And tho' there were a 
great many Republicans in the 
ouſe of Commons, who held 
long Debates about the Authority 
of the Other Houſe, and other 
Points in the Humble Petition and 
Advice, yet Richard's Friends at 
laſt prevail'd, and he was recog- 
nix Protector by the Parliament. 
But before it met, his ſecret Ene- 
mies in the Army, under a Shew 
of Friendſhip, had advis'd him to 
call up to London as many Officers 
as could be ſpar'd from the Regi 
ments quarter'd in different Parts 
of the Country, for the better ſup- 
porting him in his Authority, it 
the Parliament ſhould not prove 
favourable to him. Richard think- 
ing this Advice was ſincere, com- 
ply d, not ſuſpecting, that it was 
deſign'd only to ſtrengthen thc 
Combination againſt him. And 
now the Officers ſorm'd a Council 
at London, which they call'd the 
Great Council of the Army, reſtor d 
Lambert to his Poſt, and preſented 
a Petition to the Protector, de- 
manding Fleetwood for their Ge- 
neral.' Richard, now 1 
er 
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They alſo 
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their Defign was to make them- 
felves independent of him, re- 
jefted the Petition: And the Com- 
mons voted, that there ſhould be 
no Council of Officers whilſt the 
Parliament was fitting. Upon this 
the Officers reſolved to compel 
Richard to part with his Parlia- 
ment. They brought up their 
Forces to Whitehall, ſeiz'd all the 
Avenues, and De/ſborough, attended 
by a ſtrong Guard, demanded an 
Audience of the Protector, and re- 
uir'd him, in the Name of all 
\ Officers, to diſſolve the Par- 
lament. He at firſt refus'd, but 
upon Deſberough's threatning him, 
and telling him, they were reſolv'd 
to have what they demanded, by 
fair Means or foul, he comply'd; 
and the Parliament having ad- 
journ'd for three Days, he imme- 


he diately publiſh'd a Proclamation, 
1d April 22, 1659, declaring them 
ity diſſolved; tho” [rgo/d/by, Howard, 
\er afterwards Earl of Carl/i//e, and 


| {ome other Officers had diſſuaded 
him from- it, at the Beginning of 
the Deſign, for which they were 


ent. afterwards caſhiered. 
ne- Ihe Officers then ſeiz'd the Go- 
new = vernment, taking no farther No- 
2 to tice of Richard. But Things could 
cers not remain long in this State of 
egi Anarchy; and ſo they reſolv'd to 
arts reſtore the Members of the Long 
ſup- Parliament, whom Oliver had turn- 
y, if ed out in 1653: Which they did 
rove on the 7th of May, declaring for 
link - the Good old Cauſe, a Common- 
com- wealth, without a ſingle Perſon or 
Was Houſe of Peers. But they had firit 
the choſen Fle«twnood for their General. 
And The Rump Parliament thus re- 
h uncil ſtor'd, gave Richard 2000/. for 
1 the Paying his private Debts, and or- 
gor'd der d him to quit Whitehall; which 
ſented Order he quietly obey d, and re- 
r, de- und again to a private Life. 
e Ge- They alſo recall'd his Brother Henry 
eiving Cromwell from reland, who com- 
their | 
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md with their Orders, tho", if 
e had refus'd, he might have 
given them ſome Trouble, as he 
was exceedingly belov'd by the 
Soldiery, as well as by the Engliþ 
Inhabitants. There being a great 
Number of Republicans in the - 
Army, and among the inferior Of- 
hcers, and both Fleetwood and 
Lambert having been diſappointed 
in their Expectation of ſucceeding 
Oliver, will account for the ſtrong 
and early Combination againſt Ri- 
chard. Lambert was ambitious of 
being a ſecond Crommwell, but as he 
could not compaſs his End, whilſt 
Fleetwood was General, he com- 
ply'd with the reſt in reſtoring 
the Rump, in Hopes he ſhould be 
able to manage Fleetwood, as O- 
liver had manag'd Fairfax. 

The Parliament had not fat 
long, before Difterences began to 
ariſe, as uſual, between them and 
the principal Officers. The Parlia- 
ment wanted to have the Ins in 

nd 


Dependence, and for that 


careſs'd the inferior Officers, that 
they might make uſe of them to 
get rid of their Commanders; who, 
being aware of the Parliament's - 
Deſigns, bent their whole Study 
to preſerve their Polts and Autho- 
rity. But before the Animolity 
role to any great Height, they had 
Information of Plots forming by 
the Royaliſts in divers Parts of the 
Nation; with whom the Prelby- | 
terians, from this Time, ſeem ro Ve 
have join'd, in Hopes of * freeing 
themielves from the Reſtraints the 
Independants kept them under, 
The Deſign was timely fruſtrated - 
in moſt Places, by Means of Thur- 
los Intelligence from Sir itbard 
Willis, who being, as it were, at 
the Head of the King's Party, had 
been long brib'd by Oliver to be- 
tray them. The only Riſing was 
in Chgſbire, where Sir George Booth, © 
having got together about 50 
Z Py Men 
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Men, ſeiz d Chefter, and publiſh'd 
a Manifeſto againſt the Parliament. 
Lambert was ſent againſt him a- 
bout the Beginning of Auguſt, 
defeated him, and retook Che/ter. 
Sir George eſcap'd for that Jime, 
but was taken ſoon after, and com- 
mitted to the Toner. 

The Conteſts between the Par- 
Lament and Officers ſtill continu'd, 
in which Lambert, tho' abſent, 
had a great Share. Things were 
at laſt come to that Paſs, that the 
Officers ſaw they muſt either quit 
their Authority, and tamely ſubmit 
to the Parliament, or once more 
turn them out: For which Pur- 

ſe Lambert drew His Forces 
near London, and came thither him- 
ſelf, to aſſiſt at the Conſultations of 
his Friends. And yet the Parlia- 
ment, being encourag'd by Monk's 

' promiſing to ſtand by them, ven- 
tur'd to caſhire Lambert, De/oo- 
rough, and ſome other principal 

Officers, vacated Fleetabed's Com- 

miſſion, and named Commiſſioners 

to govern the Army. Upon this, 

Lambert drawing ſome Regiments 
into the City, ſecur'd all the Ave- 
nues to We/tminſter- Hall, and ſtop- 
ped the Speaker and Members, as 

| they were going to the Houſe, A 

, ſtrong Guard was afterwards pla- 

ced at the Parliament Doors, to 

kinder their Meeting for the future. 
Thus the Rump Parliament was 
again depos d by the Army, on 
OZ. 13, five Months after they 
had been reſtor d. And now there 
was a ſecond Anarchy of a few 

Days, which was render'd tolera- 

ble, by the Army's-being kept in 

exact Diſcipline, and by the Ofh- 
cers appointing a Council of Ten 
out of their own Body, to take 
care of ſuch Affairs as were moſt 
prefling. Then they declar'd Vet- 
wood their General, Lambert their 

Lieutenant-General, and De/co- 

rough Commiſſary-General of the 
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Horſe. At laſt. on Oc. 26, they 
eſtabliſn'd a Committee of Saft,, 
conſiſting of 23, and entruſted to 
them the Government, who were 
to cog farther of a Settlemen., 
without a Ming, ſingle Perſon, or 
Houſe of Ro "Y 4 
Whilſt theſe Things were doing, 
and Lambert govern'd the Army 
in the Name of Fleetwood ; Monk, 


who hated Lambert, reſolv'd to 


march out of Scotland with the 
beſt of his Troops, and reſtore the 
Rump Parliament. As to any o. 
ther Deſign, he all along uſed the 
moſt profound Diſſimulation, and 
opened himſelf only as Circum- 
ſtances offer*d. But as twas known 
he was preparing to march into 
England, to re- eſtabliſh the Parlia- 
ment, the Members were no leſ; 
buſy in endeavouring to reſtore 
themſelves. In the mean Time, 
the Fleet, the Governor of Por!/- 
mouth, and great Part of the Army, 
deſerting their Officers, declar'd 
for the Parliament. Now the 
Committee of Safety, Fleetwood and 
his Aſſociates at London, were for 
ced to give Way, reſign their Au- 
thority, and conſent to the Meet- 
ing of the Parliament; who accord- 
ingly met on Dec. 26. Lambert 
was gone into the North to oppoſe 
Monk, but when his Troops heard, 
that the Parliament was reltor'd, 
they put him under Arreſt, and 
he was brought up to London, and 
impriſon'd in the Tower, 

The Reſtoration of the Rump 
ſeem'd to extinguiſh the Hopes of 
the King's Friends. But what 
was ſoon after done by the In- 
terpoſition of Monk, rais'd them 
again. He enter'd England with 
his Army on Fan. 2, 1659 60. 
The Rump, now ſuſpecting he had 
ſomething farther in View than 
reſtoring them, had rather he had 
ſtaid where he was; but he found 
Pretences to continue his _ 
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ſill profeſſing it was purely for the 
Service of the Parliament. At 
Leicefter, he was met by Deputies 
from London, with an Addreſs, 
raying the Reſtoration of the 
1 who had been excluded 
in 1648, when the Army put a 
Force upon the Parliament, in or- 
der to accompliſh their Deſigns 
againſt the late King. And at ſe- 
veral Places, as he march'd along, 
he receiv'd Addreſſes to the ſame 
Purpoſe, to which he gave uncer- 
tain Anſwers, the better to conceal 
his Deſign, which ſome thought 
was to ſet up himſelf, like Crom- 
well, and others, to reſtore the 
King. In theſe Addreſles, the 
9 ſeem to have join'd 
with the Royaliſts, as thoſe ſe- 
cluded Members were moſtly of 
the Preſbyterian Stamp. They were 
defirous now to reſcue themſelves 
out of the Hands of the Indepen- 
dants at any Rate. Oliver had 
indeed ſuffer d their Church-Go- 


vernment to continue, but with a 


full Liberty) ts the other Sects, 
which was their great Grievance. 

Both the Parliament and Army 
were uneaſy at Mons Proceed- 
Ings ; but the Parliament was more 
jealous of their own Army, then 
of Monk's: And this hinder'd them 
from uniting, which would effectu- 
ally have ruin'd his Scheme. In- 
ſtead of this, upon Monkt's Ap- 
proach, the Parliament, at his De- 
hre, order'd the Regiments quar- 
ter d about London to retire at a 
Diſtance, to make Room for his 
Troops. Lambert was now in the 
Texver, and Fleetavood, and the reſt 
loſt their Courage, as doubting 
whether they ſhould be able to 
preſerve their Command over their 
inlerior Officers; and ſo they tamely 
ſubmitted to this Order of the Par- 
liament. 

Monk enter'd London, Feb. 4, 
aud the next Day going to the 


amongſt them, withdr 
Houle. 


Parliament, received the Thanks 
of the Houſe. A few Days after? 
the City of Londen, refuſing to pay 


any more Taxes, till the Parlia- 


ment was filled, Monk was order- 
ed to march into the City and 
chaſtiſe them, by taking away 
their Gates, Portcullices, Poſts, and 


Chains, and arreſting eleven of 


the Common-Council: Which he, 
thinking it expedient, as yet, to 
keep fair with the Parliament, 
punctually executed; at which the 
City was greatly enrag'd againſt 
him; but he ſoon made them eaſy 
again, by returning with his For- 
ces, reconciling himſelf to the Ma- 
giſtrates and Citizens, and pro- 
miling to reſtore the ſecluded 
Members ; which occaſioned great 
Rejoicings, Ringing of Bells, and 


Bonfires, at which a great many 
Rumps were roaſted, in Deriſion of 


the ſitting Members. 

In ſhort, on Feb. 12, Monk put 
his grand Deſign in Execution. 
The ſecluded Members attended 
him in a Body at VHiteball, from 
whence, after receiving their Pro- 


miſe to call a free Parliament, 


and then diſſolve themſelves, he 
gave them a Guard to the Parlia- 
ment-Houſe, where they took their 
Seats; upon Which, the Leaders 
of the Independant and Republican 
Party, ſurpriz'd at this ſudden Ap- 
pearance of the ſecluded Members 


The Parliament thus alter'd re- 
peal'd the Oath for abjuring Charles 


Stuart, as allo the Engagement 
to be faithful to the Common- 
wealth without a King, or Houſe 
of Peers, and paſs'd ſeveral other 


Votes in favour of the King's 
Reſtoration ; and then having mu- 


ed out Writs {for calling a free 


Parliament, and appointed à new 
Council of State, they diffolv'd 
themſelyes on the 16th of March. 
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© Before the new Parliament met, 
Lambert having eſcap'd out of the 
Tower, put himſelf at the Head 
of ſome diſcontented Troops in 
Northamptonſhire : But Ingolaſty, 
being immediately ſent againſt 
them by Monk, came  unawares 
upon them, April 22, diſpers'd 
them, and took Lambert Priſoner, 
who was again ſent to the Tower. 
The Parliament met in two 
Houſes, Lords and Commons, on 
April 25, 1660, and it ſoon ap- 
e, that many Royaliſts had 
een elected. The King's Letters 
to the Lords, and Commons, from 
Breda, (whither his Majeſty re- 
mov'd by General Mor/*s Advice) 
were ſeverally read in both Houſes, 
together with his gracious Decla- 
ration to all his loving Subjects, 
* Granting a free and general Par- 


don, which he would be ready, 


* on Demand, to paſs under the 
© Great Seal of England, to all 
© that ſhould lay hold of it within 
* forty Days, excepting only ſuch 
© Perſonas as ſhould hereafter be 
* excepted by Parliament; and a 
Liberty to tender Conſciences, ſo 
that none ſhould be queſtion'd 
* for Difference of Opinion in 
© Matters of Religion, which did 
not diſturb the Peace of the 
Kingdom, Sc. Immediately 
upon this, both Houſes voted, 
That by the fundamental Laws 
ofthe: Kingdom, the Goyernment 


— Þ, and ought to be by King, 


Tord, and Commons. Then the 
Commons voted a Preſent of 
$0,000 /. to the King, 10,000 J. 
to the Duke of Tor, and 5000/7. 
"0 the Duke of Gluce/ter. On 
g, his Majeſty was pro- 
claim'd, and three Days after, 
Commiſſioners from the Parlia- 
ment and City ſet out, to wait 
on hua in Holland; with whom 
; Went alſo ſome Freſtyterian Mi- 
Ritters. On the 23d, the King 


dn. 


having landed at Dover, on the 
29th arrived at Whitehall, amidſt 
numberleſs Crowds of People, con- 
Tatulating him on his being re 
tor'd with the loudeſt Acclama- 
tions of Joy. Thus was this great 
Revolution effected without an 
Effulion of Blood: But what is 


"more to be wonder'd at, is, that 


whereas fo much Blood had been 
ſpiltto compel Charles I. to come 
to Terms with his People, to. 
wards which, it is certain, he at la 
made large Conceſſions, Charl:; II. 
ſhould be receiv'd without any 
Conditions at all. Upon this Bi. 
ſhop Burnet, in the Hiſtory of hi, 
own Times, tells us, That Hale, 
afterwards Lord Chief. Juſtice, did 
move, that a Committee might be 
appointed to look into the Propo- 
ſitions, that had been made, and 
the Conceſſions, that had been of 
fer'd by the late King, and from 
thence digeſt ſuch Prepoſitions as 
they ſhould think fit, to be ſent 
over to the King. This was (e- 
conded, but by whom the Biſhop 
had forgot. As ſuch a Motion 
was foreſeen, Monk was inſtructed 
how to anſwer it: He told the 
Houſe, that he had Information 
of ſuch Numbers of Incendiarie: 
ſtill in the Kingdom, that if any 
Delay was put to the ſending for 
the King, he could not anſwer for 
the Peace, either of the Nation 
or Army: And, as the King wi! 
to bring neither Army nor rea- 
ſure with him, either to fright or 
corrupt them, Propoſitions mig" 
be as well offer'd to him, when 
he ſhould come over; ſo moved 
for ſending Commiſſioners imme- 
diately. This was echo'd with 
ſuch a Shout over the Houſe, that 
Hale's Motion was no more in- 
ſiſted on. To the King's coming 
in without Conditions, may well 
be imputed, ſays the Biſhop, all 
the N of his Reign. 
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UCH a Tide of 
extravagant Joy o- 
verſpread the Nati- 
on, upon the King's 
Arrival, as, in the 
End, very much 
hurt the Morals of 
the People, and introduc'd an al- 
moſt univerſal Diſſoluteneſs of 


Manners, which was encourag'd 


and propagated by the ill Exam- 
plc of the King and the Court; 
0 that from Enthuſiaſm and Fa- 
naticiſm, the prevailing Spirit of 
the late Times, the 2 ngliſh fell 
into the oppoſite Extreme of Li- 


centiouſneſs and Immorality; as 


one or the other of theſe Ex- 
tremes will always be the Con- 
ſequence of Mens not governing 
themſelves by Reaſon. 
The Confidence the People had 
in the King, from the extraordi- 
nary good Opinion they had been 
N with in his Favour, 
4 their Tranſports of Joy, at 
deing deliver'd from the late Con- 
and Diſtractions, by Means 


of his Reſtoration, will account fot 
the exceſſive Complaiſance, that 
was ſhewn to the Court, at the 
Beginning bf this great Event, ſo 
that the Parliament could ſcarce 
deny the King any Thing; and 
the ill Uſe that was made of this 
Confidence, was the chief Cauſe 
of the Oppoſition, that was made 
to the Court afterwards. 

Not only the Character of King 
Charles II. but that of the Duke 
of York, who bore the chief Sway 
in the Counſels of the King his 
Brother, is to be conſider'd, if we 
would know the Source of the 
principal Events of this Reign. 
King Charles was endow'd with 
many engaging Qyalities, and 
excellent Talents, which might 
have made his Reign glorious, if 
he had made a better Uſe of 
them. He was affable and good- 
natured, had a ſurprizing ready 
Wit, a ſolid Judgment, and a deep 
Penetration. But what ſpoiled all, 
was his exceſſive Indolence, and 
Love of Eaſe and Pleaſure, to 
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Which he was ſo immoderately ad- 
difted, that he would ſacrifice any 
Thing to it, even the Good and 
Welfare of his Kingdoms, which 
might fink or ſwim, ſo that he 
could but gratify his Inclinations. 
He had abundance of Miſtreſſes, 
and his whole Time and Treaſure 
weie in a Manner devoted to 
them. Add to this, that tho" le 
embrac'd the Popiſh Religion a. 
broad, in Hopes of having tlie 
Aid of the Catholick Princes to- 
wards his Reſtoration ; yet he was 
guite indifferent to all Religions, 
and *twas all one to him, whether 
Popery, or Proteſtantiſm, were the 
Religion of England, ſo that he 
. but enjoy his beloved” Eaſe 
and Pleaſure. But here we muſt 
take in the Character of the Duke 
of York, who was of an active, 
violent, and vindictive Lemper, and 
ſuch a thorough Bigot to Popery, 
that he would ftick at nothing to 
have it eſtabliſh'd ; and in order 
to that, labour'd to extend the 
Prerogative, and to eftabliſh an 
arbitrary Government. This then, 
join'd with the Indolence of the 
King, of which the Duke of York 
made his Advantage, to purſue 
the Schemes he had formed, was 
the Chief Occaſion of the Diſtracti- 
ons and Animoſities in the latter 
End of this Reign. For it was 
ſome Time aſter the Reſtoration, 
and as it were by inſenſible De- 
prees, that theſe Deſigns diſco- 
vered themſelves. After theſe Re- 
marks, it will be ſufficient to give 
brief Narration of the principal 
Tranſactions and Events in the 
Reign of King Charles II. 

The King, in forming his Coun- 
cil, took in ſome, _ had been 
deepiy enough engag'd againſt his 
3 and himfelf 5 after- 
wards promoted his Reſtoration ; 
as, Denxil Hollis, afterwards Lord 
Hollis, the Earl of Mancheſter, 
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Sir Anthony Afaley Cooper, and o- 


thers, who had been Preſbyterians. 


And to humour that Party for the 
preſent, Mr. Baxter, and Mr 
Calamy, were appointed his Chap- 
lains in Ordinary. Sir Ecard 
Hide, afterwards Earl of Clarendon, 
a great Enemy to theſe People, 
who had conſtantly attended the 
King in his Exile, was his Lord 
Chancellor and Prime Miniker ; 
the Earl of Southampton, Lord- 
Treaſurer; Edward Montague (af 
terwards Earl of Sandwich) who 
had been one of Cromnve/Ps Admi- 
rals in Conjunction with Blake, vas 
Commander of the Fleet; and 
George Monk, who had been made 
Knight of the Garter upon the 
King's Landing, was continued 
General of all the Forces, and 
created Duke of Albemarle. 
The Aſſembly, which reſtor'd 
the King, had been ſummon'd by 
a Commonwealth Writ, in the 
Name of the Keepers of the Li- 
berties of England: It was, how- 
ever, call'd a Parliament, till his 
Arrival, but then, had only the 
Name of Convention; however, 
two Days after, the King went 
to the Houſe, and gave his Al 
ſent to an Ad for changing the 
Convention into a Parliament. 

In July, the City of London 
gave a magnificent Entertainment 
to the King, his two Brothers the 
Dukes of York and Glouceſter, 
the great Officers of the Crown, 
and both Houſes of Parliament. 

The Act of Indemnity or Ob- 
livion had been depending tor 
ſome Time, and the King tent a 
Meſſage to the Commons, and 
came to the Houſe of Lords, to 
haſten it, according to his Decla- 
ration from Breda. At laſt it pafs'd 
both Houſes, and his Majetty gave 
his Aſſent to it on Aug. 29. There 
were excepted out of it, the late 
King's Judges, and ſome * 
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who had been deeply concern'd 
in his Death. Twenty five of thoſe 
Perſons were dead, whole Eſtates 
were confiſcated; 19 had made 
their Eſcapes, of whom Lud/ow 
was one, who were afterwards at- 
tainted ; ſeven were thought wor- 
thy of the King's Mercy, as being 
leſs concern'd in the Crime, or 
having join'd in promoting the 
Reſtoration ; and 29 were tried in 
OZeober,and condemned to die: But 
of theſe, 19, who had {urrender'd 
themſelves upon the King's Pro- 
clamation, were ſpared as to Life, 
but reſerv'd for other Puniſhments, 
as Impriſonment, Baniſhment, and 
Conhication of Eſtate ; fo that only 
10 were executed at this Time, 
viz, Major General Harriſon, Ca- 
ab, Cook, Scot, Clement, Scroop, 
Tones, and Hugh Peters (an incen- 
diary Preacher in thoſe Times) at 
Charing-Crofs; and Hacker, and 
Axtil, at Tyburn; all juſtifying 
what they had done to the laſt, 
and looking upon themſelves as 
Martyrs. Some Time after, three 
of thoſe who had made their E- 
ſcape, viz, Corbet, Okey, and Bark- 
fiead, were apprehended in Hol- 
land, brought over to England, and 
executed. Sir Henry Van was like- 
wile tried, condemn'd, and behead- 
ed on Tower- Hill z and Lambert, 
Who was tried at the ſame Time, 
was repriev'd from Death, but im- 
priſon'd for Life in the Iſland of 
Guernſey, The Bodies of Crom- 
well, Ireton, Bradſhaw, and Pride, 
were taken up, and hang'd for a 
whole Day at Tybarn, and then 
buried under the Gallows. This 
may be true as to the three laſt; 
but whether the Body taken up 
for Cromwel!'s was really his, may 
be doubted, from the Uncertainty 
of the Place of his Burial, as be- 
fore related. 

At the ſame Time that the 
King paſs'd the 4# of Indemnity, 
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the Princeſs Henrietta, her 


he gave his Aſſent to an 4& for 


a perpetual anniverſary Thank/- 
giving on the 20th of May, the 
Day of his Arrival in England. 
The Commons, ſoon after, voted 
1,200,000 J. for the ordinary Ex- 
pences of the Government. 'There 
were fome Court Sycophants, who 
undertook to have a perpetual 
annual Revenue of two Millions 
ſettled on the King, which would 
have ſet him above Parliaments :! 
But this was honeſtly oppos'd and 
defeated by the Lord Clarendon. 

In the Midſt of the Joy for 
the Reſtoration, the King and Na- 
tion met with one great Affliction 
in the Death of Henn Duke of 
Glouceſter, his Majeſty's youngeſt 
Brother, a very hopeful Prince; 
who died of the Small-Pox, at 
about 20 Years of Age, on Scpt. 13. 
I ſhall juſt take Notice here, that 
the Princeſs Elixabeth, the King's 
ſecond Sitter, died in Cari/brook- 
Caſtle, during the Uſurpation, a 
icw Days after the Pattle of Dun- 
bar. 


The Hierarchy, which had ſuf- 


fer'd the ſame Fate with the Mo- 
narchy, was now to be re-eſtablſh'd 
with it. The Biſhops, who were 
ſtill living, being nine in Number, 
were reltor'd ; and others were 
conſecrated to fill the vacant Sees, 
Reynolds, Calamy, Baxter, Manton, 
Bates, and Bowles, all eminent 
Preſbyterian Miniſters, were offer'd 
Biſhopricks and Deaneries; tho 
none accepted but Reynolds, who 
was made Biſhop of Norwich. 

In OXober, the Princeſs Dowager 
of Orange came over to England, 
to congratulate the King her Bro- 
ther, cn his Reſtoration. And the 
Queen-Mother arriv'd in the fol- 
lowing Month, bringing with her, 


Daughter, who, by the King her 
Brother's Conſent, was married to 
the Duke of Orleans. The Duke 
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of York, a little before, married 
Anne, eldeſt Daughter of Chan- 
cellor Hyde, Earl of Clarendon, to 
whom he had been contracted at 
Breda. 'The Queen-Mother was 
as much diſpleas'd with this Mar- 
riage, as ſhe was pleas'd with 
that of her Daughter. The Prin- 
ceſs of Orange had been but about 
two Months in England, when ſhe 
was taken ill of the Small-Pox, 
and died on Dec. 24, leaving only 
one Son, Villiam, Prince of Orange, 
now about ten Years old, and af- 
terwards King of England. 

The Parliament, after about two 
Months Receſs, having granted 
Money for diſbanding the Army, 
that great Work was effected in 
a few Months, all being diſbanded 
except Moni's Regiment. But 
then, the King introduced a new 
Cuſtom, by forming to himſelf a 
Guard of two Regiments, one of 
Horſe, and another of Foot ; which 
fill'd ſeveral with Apprehenfions. 
This Parliament, which the King 
would have to be called the Heal. 
ing Parliament, was diſſolv'd on 
Dec. 29, after the paſſing of ſeve- 
ral Acts; and among the reſt, one 
for erefting a Poſt-Office ; another 
for an Impoſt on Ale, Beer, Oder, 
and other Liquors; and a third, for 
taking away the Court of Wards, 
and Liveries, together with Tenure 
in Capite, Knights Service, and 
Purveyances, and for ſettling a Re- 
penue ib his Majeſly, in Lieu 
thereof. 

The Royal Society was founded 
this Year, -1660, by the King's 
Letters Patent, for Experiments and 
Diſcoveries in natural Philoſophy 
"and Mechanicks. Dr. Henry Ham- 
mond, the famous Divine and Com- 
mentator, died the ſame Year, a 
little before the Reſtoration. 


On Jan. 6, 1660 -1, there was 


a ſudden Inſurrection of the F- 
Monarchy Men, who expected the 
I 
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onal Reign of Chriſt upor 
ry They iſſued out, 2 
armed, about ſixty in Number, 
under their Leader Thomas Venncr, 
and fought deſperately with the 
City Train'd-Bands, and a Party 
of Horſe and Foot, that were ſen: 
againſt them. At laſt they were 
defeated, after ſeveral had been 
Kkill'd on both Sides, and Yenner 
with about ſixteen of his Accom- 
lices were taken and hanged. 
his Accident ſerv'd as a Handle 
to the Court to ſuppreſs the Preſ- 
bytetians and all other Sects, who 
now began to be confounded un- 
der the general Name of Di/:n- 
ters or Nonconformiſts, 
Meaſures had been taking laſt 
Year, to ſupprefs the Kirk-Party 
in Scotland: And this Year, Epil- 
copacy was reſtored in that King- 
dom, and the Parliament there, 
wholly devoted to the Court, ab- 
rogated the Solemn League and 
Covenant, that Idol of the Ma- 
jority of the Scots Nation, and 
made ſeveral other Acts in favour 
of the King, and againſt the Prel- 
byterians. Not long after, the 


Marqueſs of Argyle, the Chief of 


the Kirk-Party, was beheaded at 
Edinburgh. © 

On March 25, 1661, a Conte- 
rence was open'd at the Biſhop of 
London's Houſe in the Savoy, be- 
tween ſome Biſhops and other 
Clergymen of the Church of Erg- 
land, and. the ſame Number ot 
Pretbyterian Divines, by Virtue of 
a Commiſſion from his Majelty, to 
adviſe upon and review the Book 
of Common-Prayer, and make ſuch 
Alterations and Amendments, #5 
ſhould be agreed upon by both 
Parties. But tho' ſome very {light 
Alterations were made, this Con. 
ference had the Fate uſual to all 
Conferences of the like Nature; 
that is, it came to nothing, both 


Sides being too rigidly carne 
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er their own Ways and Opinions: 
Not to ſay, that the Party which 
is uppermoſt, which ſoever it be, 
has ſeldom a fincere Defire of an 
Accommodation. 

The King was crown'd with 
the uſual Solemnity, on April 23, 
on which Occaſion, among other 
Promotions, Sir George Booth was 
created Lord De-la-mere ; Sir An- 
thony Aſhle . Cooper, Lord Ajhley 
of Wimborne ; Sir Charles Howard, 
Earl of Carli/e; and Arthur Lord 
Capel, Earl of E/ex. 

A new Parliament met on the 
8th of May, and how agreeable it 
was to the Court, appears by its 
long Continuance, which was al- 
molt 18 Years. It was afterwards 
call'd the Pen/i;nary Parliament, 
when it was known, that many of 
the Members had Penfions trom 
the King. However, their Eyes 
were at laſt open'd, and they 
turn'd againſt the Court, as will 
be ſeen in its proper Place. The 
fuſt Thing they did, was to order 
the Solemn League and Covenant, 
the Af for trying the late King, 
and ſeveral other Acts made againſt 
the Royal Family, under the Com- 
monwealth and the Protectorate of 
Oliver, to be burnt by the Hands 
of the common Hangman. 

On July zo, the King gave his 
Aſſent to an Act for reſtoring the 
Biſhops to their Seats in the Houſe 
of Peers, and to another for declar- 
ing the ſole Right of the Militia to 
be in the King ; and then permitted 
the Houſes to adjourn to Now. 20, 
when they met accordingly, and 
on the 2oth of the tollowing 
Month, the King gave his Aſſent 
to the famous Corporation Att, 
which was deſign'd to exclude the 
Nonconformiſts from any Share in 
the Government of Corporations. 

Elizabeth, Eleareſs Palatine, 
and Queen of Bohemia, the King's 
Aunt, and Daughter of King 


ſome other Acts being paſs'd, the 


345 
Fames I. who arrived in England 
in May, 1661, died at London 
on Feb, 13, following. She had 
eight Sons, and five Daughters, of 
whom the youngeſt ſurviving, the 
Princeſs Sophia, Mother of King 
George I. was declar'd Heir to the 
Crown of Great Britain, in 1701. 

On May 17, 1662, an Act 
paſled, for a perpetual and annual 
Tax of two Shillings on every 
Chimncy-Hearth ; and an AR for 
the Uniformity of publick Prayers, 
and the Adminiſtration of the Sa- 
craments : In Conſequence of which 
Act, about 2000 Miniſters, moſtly 
Preſbyterian, but ſome of other 
Parties, for refuſing to conform, 
were obliged; on Aug. 24, St. Bar- 
tholomew's-Day, to quit their Liv- 
ings in the Church. Theſe, and 


Parliament was prorogu'd to Feb. 
18. 

A Treaty of Marriage having 
been concluded between his Ma- 
jeſty and Catharine Princeſs of 
Portugal, ſhe landed at Portſmouth 
in May, where the King met her, 
and the Marriage was ſolemnized. 
The Queen Mother, who left Exg- 
land the Year before, now came 
over again, and after three Years 
Reſidence here, went back again 
to France. | 

The Sale of Dunl ird, this Year, 
to the French King, for five Mil- 
lions of Livres, made a great 
Noiſe in England, and was much 
reflected upon. I he King was in 
great Want of Money, notwith- 
ſtanding the vaſt Sums granted 
him by the Parliament ; which 
ſcems to have been the Motive 
to this inglorious Meaſure, in 
which the Lord-Chancellor Cla- 
rendon is ſaid to have had the 
chief Hand. 

Ililliam Lenthall, Speaker of 
the Long Parliameat, died this 
Year; as did, the Year _— 
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Sir Arthur Haſerige in the Tower, 
and Dr. Brian Walton, Biſhop of 
Cheſter, the Compiler of the Poly- 


glott Bible. 


In Jan. 1662 3, the King pub- 
liſh'd a Declaration in favour of 
the Preſbyterians, to diſpenſe with 
their Compliance with ſome Ar- 
ticles in the Ad of Uniformity. It 
ſeems, it was the Deſign of the 
Court, in firſt perſecuting the Preſ- 
byterians, and then giving them 

y them, for 
fear, as was pretended, of Danger 
to the State, from ſo numerous a 
Body firmly united together, to 
convince the Parliament of the 
Neceſſity of granting, at laſt, a 
Toleration to all Nonconformiſts, 
in which the Papiſts might be 
included. So that to procure Ad- 
vantages for the Papiſts, and to 
favour them, under Pretence of 
favouring the Preſbyterians, was 
the grand Scheme of the King 
and his Courtiers. But here the 
Lord Clarendon muſt be excepted, 
who, as he hated the Preſbyterians, 
was no Friend to the Papiſts, and 
therefore, from this 'Time, began 
to fink in his Credit at Court. 

The Parliament meeting on Feb. 
18, the King in his Speech gave 
them the Reaſons, which mov'd 
him to publiſh his Declaration 
concerning the 44 of Uniformity. 
The Commons, who ſincerely hated 
the Preſbyterians, and at the ſame 
Time diſliked the Papiſts, were 
alarm'd at it, and addreis'd the 
Kang againſt it; and both Houſes 
join'd in deſiring him to iſſue 
out a Proclamation againſt popiſh 
Prieſts and Jeſuits ; which he ac- 
cordingly did, but to as little Ef- 
fe& as thoſe publiſh'd by his Fa- 
ther and Grandfather. However, 
as it was not then known, that the 
King had turn'd Papiſt abroad, 
his Profeſſions of Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion paſs'd well 
enough. 
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The popiſh Cabal, knowing the 
Lord Clarendon was not a Man 
for their Purpoſe, endeavour'd by 
all Means to get rid of him. Jo 
this End, Digby Earl of Brie, 
a profeſs'd Papiſt, 7% 10, 1603, 
1mpeach'd him of High-Trealon 
in the Houſe of Lords, and ex 
hibited Articles againſt him; but 
they were moſt of them ſo very 
inconſiſtent and improbable, that 
the Lords unanimouſly rejected the 
Impeachment. On the 27th, the 
Parliament, after having ſettled the 
Revenues of the Poft-Offce, and 
Wine-Licences, on the Duke of 
York, was prorogu'd to March 16. 

As there had been before leve- 
ral Rumours of Plots carrying on 
by the Republicans, ſo this Year 
one was diſcover'd, which was {aid 
to be for a general Inſurrection 
but tho' it was attended wit! 
ſome improbable Circumſtances, 
about twenty Perſons were taken 
up for it and hanged. 

Dr. William Juxon, Arcbbiſhop 
of Canterbury, who had been Lord- 
Treaſurer to King Charles 1. and 
attended him on the Scaffold, died 
this Year, and was ſucceeded / 
Dr. Gilbert Sheldon, Biſhop of Len- 
don: 

When the Parliament met again, 
on March 16, 1663 4, they, at 
the King's Deſire, repeal'd the del 

or Triennial Parliaments ; and a 
his Majeſty had a Mind to go to 
War with the Dutch, the Parli- 
ment was artfully brought into 1, 
and in their next Seſſion, which 
was in November, voted 2,500,900): 
for carrying it on. In the mean 


Time, the Duke of York, who Mas 


Lord High-Admiral, fell upon the 
Dutch Bourdeaux Fleet, before the 
War was declar'd, and took 130 
Sail of them, laden with Wine 
and Brandy. Te Injuries and In- 
ſults of the Dutch upon our Trade, 


were aſſign'd as the Ground - 
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this War, but by the ſeveral Steps 
taken towards it, by the Court of 
England, it ſeems, that this was 
only a Pretence, and that there 
were other ſecret Motives to it. 

in May, this Year, 1664, the 
famous Conventicle Act was paſs d; 
whereby, if any one ſhould repair 
o Conventicles {as the Meetings 
of the Nonconformiſts for religt- 
ous Worſhip were called) the frſt 
Offence was puniſhable with 5 J. 
or three Months Impriſonment, 
and 107. for a Peer; the ſecond 
Offence with 107. or fix Months 
| Impriſonment, and 20/. for a Peer: 
| But for the third Offence, after a 
Trial by a Jury, and the Trial of 
a Peer, by his Peers, the Party 
convicted was to be tranſported 
to ſome foreign Plantation, unleſs 
le laid down 1007. 

The Money Bill being paſs'd 
in January, 1004 5, the King, 
| ſoon aſter, declar'd War againit 
| the States- General. The Declara- 
tion bore Date Feb. 22, but was 
not proclaim*d till March 2, when 
the Parliament was prorogu'd. In 
this Seſſion, the Clergy gave up 
their Right of taxing themſelves 
in Convocation, and have ever 
ſince been tax*d by the Parliament, 
in common with other Subjects; 
which has render d Convocations 
little more than a Matter of Form, 
a being leſs neceſſary to the 
Crown, And from this Time, 
the Clergy have voted at Electi- 
ons for Members of Parliament. 

The Duke of ND fail'd in 
May, 1665, with a Fleet of 107 
Men of War, and 14 Fireſhips, 
and having alarm'd the Coaſt of 
Helland, before the Dutch were 
ready, and taken ſeveral of their 
homeward- bound Ships, he re- 
turn'd with the Fleet to Haræuich; 
Which gave the Enemy an Op- 
Fortunity of intercepting the Eng- 
4% Hamburgh Fleet. I he Holland 
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and Zealand Squadrons being join- 
ed, compos'd a Fleet of 120 Men 
of War, beſides Fireſhips, under 
the Command of Admiral Opdam;z 
and on Jure 3, there was a re- 
markable Engagement, wherein 
the Dutch were beaten, havin 
loſt a great many of their Ships, 
tho' the Number is varioufly re- 
lated: According to the loweſt 
Account, they were about 20; and 
tis certain, that Opdam, with his 
Ship and all his Men, was blown 
up. The Eugliſb loſt but four 
Ships, ſome ſay but one, but ſeve- 
ral Perſons of Diſtinction were 
kill'd. The King appointed a 
Day of "Thankſgiving for this 
Victory, and ſeveral Medals were 
ſtruck in Honour of the Duke 
of York, 

The Fleet was next commanded 
by the Earl of Sandzvich, who 
endeavour'd to ſeize the Dutch 
Smyrna and Eaft-India Fleet, that 
had retired to Bergen in Norway, 
but fail'd in the Attempt. 

In the mean 'Time, the Plague 
made terrible Havock in London. 
It began in May, and betore the 
End of the Year, when it ceas'd, 
{wept off 68,596 of the Inhabi- 
rants. 

The Parliament had been pro- 
rogu'd to Octob. 9, when it met 
at Oxford, by reaſon of the Plague. 
They gave the King 1,250,000/,. 
for the Continuance of the War, 
and 120, 00 J. to the Duke of 
York, for his late good Service to 
the Nation. In this Seſſion was like- 
wiſe paſs'd the famous Five- Mile 
Ad, prohibiting all Nonconformiſt 
Teachers to arwell, or come, unleſs 
pon the Road, within five Miles 
of any Corporation, or any Place 
they had preach'd at, after the Ad 
of Oblivion, under the Penalty of 
401, and ſiæ Months Impriſonment. 
Plots and Confpiracies, whether 
real or pretended, were made à 
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Handle for theſe Severities. And 
at the ſame 'Time, no leſs Rigour 
was exerciſed againſt the Preſby- 
terians in Scotland; which occa- 
fon'd an Inſurrection there, ſhort- 
ly after: But the Numbers be- 
ing but ſmall, about 1500, they 
were ſoon defeated, 300 being 
kill'd on the Spot, and about 100 
taken Priſoners, who were moſt of 
them executed. 

In Jan. 1665 -6, the French 

ing declar'd War againſt Eng- 
land, which by his Conduct ap- 
pear d to be only a Feint, and not 
with any real Deſign to aſſiſt the 
Dutch. Rapin ſays, it was only 
to ſave the Penſionary de Mit, who 
was entirely attach'd to his In- 
tereſt, and could not otherwiſe 


- fupport himſelf. 


The Engli/p Fleet, under the 
Command of Prince Rupert and 
the Duke of Albemarle, put to Sea 


towards the End of May; 1666. 


The Dutch Fleet was now com- 
manded by de Ruyter ; and there 
foon follow'd a moſt bloody Sea- 
Fight, which was renew'd for four 
Days ſucceſſively, the Exgliſb be- 
ing every Time worſted. They 
loi 23 capital Ships, beſides o- 
thers of leſs Note; and the Dutch 
ſix: Tho” this Engagement is alſo 
variouſly related. There was ano- 
ther furious Fight in July, when 
the Durch were beaten; but 4e 
Ruyter made a moſt gallant Retreat. 
After this, the Exgliſb infulted the 
Coaſt of Holland, burnt roo Mer- 
chant-Ships, and two Men of 
War, who were to be their Con- 


voys. 


On Sept. 2, about One in the 


Morning, a molt dreadful Fire 
broke out in the City of London, 
Which continuing with mercileſs 


Fury for three Days, laid the 
ateſt Part of that tamous City 


uin Aſhes, conſuming 89 Churches, 


1 & 


the City- Gates, Cuild- Hall, with 
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many other publick Structures, 258 
13,200 Dwelling-Houſes. It de. 
ſtroy d 400 Streets, and the Ruin 
of the City were 436 Acres. 
Few beliey'd this Fire to be 
caſual; many Circumſtances con- 
curr'd to make them think the con- 
trary. Some would have it, that 
the Republicans were the Au hon 
of it; but moſt aſcrib'd it to the 
Papiſts, according to the Inſcription 
upon the famous Monument, ercQed 
in Memory of this remarkable 
Conflagration. 

The Parliament met on St. 
21; and gave the King 1, Soo, ooo. 
Part of which was to be rais'd by 
a Po/l-Tax. The King havin 
paſs'd the Bill for this Tax, 8 
the other Money-Bills, as alſo an 
Ad for rebuilding the City of Lon. 
don, prorogu'd the Parliament to 
OZ. 10. 

The King had no ſooner ee. 
ceiv'd this E e Supply for the 
War, but he began to enter on 
Meaſures for bringing about 2 
Peace, and the Conferences be- 
tween the Plenipotentiaries of Ex- 
land; France; and Holland, were 
open'd at Breda, in May 1667; 
but were prolong'd by ſome Punc- 
tilio's, which King Charles in- 
ſiſted on to ſave Appearances with 
his People, becauſe, how tritling 
ſoever, they were almoſt the only 
Things particularly alledged as 
the Gauſs of the War. At the 
ſame Time concluding, by the Of. 
fers of the States, that he could 
have Peace when he would, he 
unmann'd his Fleet, and laid up 
his Ships, for the Sake of kceping 
the Money given him by the Par- 
lament z while the Durch, preterd- 
ing to doubt whether the King 
was fincerely inclin'd to Peace, 
continued their Preparations, till 
at laſt de Ruyter failed with his 


Fleet, and enter'd the Mouth of 
the Thames; when van 5 
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wh elf Maiter of Sheerne/ſs, ſet Fire 
le. to the Magazine, and blew up the 
in; Fortifications z and then proceeding 
es, as far as Chatham, burnt ſeveral 
be Ships. This caus'd a great Con- 
on- ſternation in the City, and Com- 
On- plaints againſt the King, who was 
hat in the utmoſt Perplexity about this 
ors Affair. In ſhort, de Ruyter, ſailing 
the out of the Thames, kept the Coaſt 
tion of England in continual Alarms, 
ted till he. heard that the Peace was 
able ſign'd, which was on 7u/y 21, 
ae the King had receded from 
gt. his former Demands. 
00. Thus, after ſuch vaſt Sums of 
| by Money expended in this impoli- 
.. tick Rupture, a Peace was con- 
MU cluded, without any Advantage to 
thn England by the War; which made 
Lon- the People very uneaſy, and, with 
it to other Parts of the King's Conduct, 
open'd their Mouths againſt him 
de: and his Miniſters: But the King 
the thought he ſhould give them ſome 
r on datisfaction, by ſacrificing his faith - 
ut 2 ful Miniſter, the Earl of Clarendon, 
be. whom he had diſliked for ſome 
Eng- Time, as he was no Friend to the 
were Manners and Views of the Court. 
6071 On Aug. 31, he depriv'd him of 
Punc- the Chancellorſhip, and gave the 
1 . Great-Seal to Sir Orlando Bridg- 
with nan, by the Title of Lord-Kceper. 
rifling A little before, the King loſt ano- 
e only ther, and his only other faithful 
ed as Counſellor, an intimate Friend of 
\t the tle Lord Clarendon's ; namely, the 
he Of- Larl of Southampton, Lord Treaſurer, 
could Who died in Fuly ; after which, the 
d, he Ning put the Treaſury into the 
aid up ds of Commiſſioners, one of 
:Ceping Whom was Sir Thoma Gifford, a 
he Par- declar d Papiſt ; as Sir Henry Ben- 
retend- w!, created Lord Arlington, Was a 
> King Ulpuiſed one, who had been ſome 
A * before made Secretary of 
ns, dll dae. | | 
2 15 The grave and ſevere Manners 
outh 0 


ith ſome of the lighteſt Ships, 
al up the Med way, made him- 
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of the Earl of Clarendum were 
by no Means agreeable to the 
libertine Court of King Charles: 
For this Reaſon he was hated by 
the King, by his Miſtreſſes and 
Favourites ; and the Popiſh Party 
at Court hated him, becauſe the 
ſaw, he would never be prevail- 
ed on to come into their Mea- 
ſures, which the King himſelf 
approv'd. He was therefore, at 
laſt, given up by the King, and 
then the Parliament ſoon hunted 
him down. For they were no 
ſooner met, on O&#. 10, but the 
Commons impeach'd him of High- 
Treaſon, and drew up a Charge 
againſt him ; in which, almoſt the 
only Article, that could admit of 
any Proof, was that of the Sale 
of Dunkirk, which expos'd him 
much to the popular Odium. The 
Earl ſeeing how he was pur 
ſu'd, withdrew into France, leav- 
ing an Apology behind him, ad- 
dreſs'd to the Lords; who, on 
Dec. 13, ſent down a Bill for ba- 
niſhing him, to the Commons, who 
2 it the 18th, to which the 
ing gave his Aſſent. Accordingly, 
he ſpent the reſt of his Days in 
Baniſhment, and died at Roan, in 
1674. He writ the Hiftory of the 
late Rebellion and Civil Wars in 
England. 

In October, the King laid the 
firſt Stone of the Royal- Exchange, 
which was built in the Room of 
the old one, erected by Sir Tomas 
Greſham. Abraham Cowley, the 
famous Poet, and Dr. Jeremy Tay- 
lor, Biſhop of Down and Connor, 
died this Year. +» | 

After the Death of Southampton, 
and the Diſgrace of Clarengon, 
the Court was abandon'd to De- 
bauchery, without any Check or 
Reſtraint. "The Duke of Bucking-" 
ham, a Man of diſſolute Morals, 
but a great Genius, and Wzlmot ' 
Earl ot Recheftcr, a top Wit, — | 
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the moſt. licentious Poet of the 
Age, were the King's chief Fa- 
vourites, and the Miniſters of his 
Pleaſures. With theſe, and his 
Miſtreſſes, he ſpent almoſt his 
whole Time. In ſhort, none but 
Papiſts, and Men of no Religion, 
had any Credit at Court. 

In Jan. 1667 - 8, was concluded 
the famous Triple Alliance between 
England, Holland and Swweder,which 
was deſigned to check the Projects 
of Lewis XIV. of France, who had 
already invaded the Spaniſb Ne- 
therlands. This was almoſt the 
only Step, taken by King Charles, 
for the Intercit of England and 


of Europe, during his whole Reign. 
. But he did not long continue in 


this good Way. And, indeed, it 
ſeems that his Deſign in it, was 
only to amuſe the Publick, and 
that there was a fecret Under- 
ſtanding between him and Les, 
at the ſame Time. 

Sir William Waller, the re- 
nown'd Warrior at the Beginning 
of the Civil Wars, died in 1668; 
as did allo the famous Poets, 
Dawenant and Denham. 

There was little remarkable in 
the Year 1669. I ſhall only take 
Notice, that the new Theatre at 
Oxford, the noble Donation of 
Archbiſhop Sheldon, was open'd 
on Judy 9. And that the King 
took fome Steps towards favouring 
the Nonconformiſts, with Deſign 
to include the Papiſts, as he did 
a Year or two before; but the 
Parliament always oppos'd it. 

The ſame Year Queen Henrietta 
Maria, the King's Mother, died 
in France: And in England, the 
famous George Monk Duke of Al. 
bemarle, of whom ſo much has 


been faid in this Hiſtory; as alſo 


Mr. Prynne, who was io ſeverely 
handled for- writing againſt the 
Court in the late Reign, but as 
he promoted the Reſtoration, he 
was receiv'd into Favour, and died 
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a Member of the Parliament now 
in Being. 


In April, 16709, another ſevere 


Act was paſs'd againſt the Mos. 
conformiſts, importing, That if any 
Perſon above the Age of , 
ſhould be preſent at any Mertin 
for religious Exercifes, in any o. 
ther Manner, than according to 
the Liturgy of the Church of 
England, where there were five 
Perſons or more, beſides thoſe of 
the Family, he ſhould pay fv: 
Shillings for the firſt Offence, and 
ten for the ſecond ; the Preacher; 
in ſuch Meetings to forfeit 20“. 
for the firſt, and 401. for the ſe 
cond Offence ; and thoſe who ſuf 
fer d ſuch Conventicles in their 
Houſes, Barns, Yards, c. to for 
feit 20J. The Informers being 
very buſy on theſe Occaſions, the 
Diſſenters were exceedingly har. 
raſs'd ; but the King put a Stop 
to theſe Severities. 

The King (or the Duke of 
York for him) deſigning to make 
himſelf abſolute, in order to in- 
troduce Popery, eſtabliſh d a ſecret 
Council, conſiſting of the hve 
following Perſons, Clifford, Arl:n;- 
ton, Buckingham, Afhley-Cooper, 
and Lauderdale. This Council was 
nick -· named the CABAL from the 
initial Letters of theſe Names; 
and indeed they truly deſerv'd 
that Title, as they artfully pro- 


moted all the King's Meaſures, 


how contrary ſoever to the In. 
tereſt of England, and the general 
Good of all Europe. It was-plain, 
the Parliament could never be 
brought to countenance Popery, 
therefore twas the Deſign of theſe 
Miniſters to enable the King to 
govern without one. Charles had 
been brib'd by Fraxce, and the 
firlt Effect of the Counſels of tht 
Cabal, was an.Alliance with that 
Crown againſt Holland. "The War 
with the States was tobe renewed 
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upon the ſlighteſt Pretences, but it 
ſeems to be truly a Part of the 
Scheme for overturning the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. The States were 
to be deſtroy d, to make Way for 


bitrary Power and Popery in Eng- 
land, But this French Alliance 
was to be kept ſecret, till the 
King had got what he could of 
his Parliament, as he did a very 
large Supply, when they met in 
Ottober, by plauſible Pretences of 
the Neceſſity of arming for the 
Security of the Nation againſt 
any foreign . Attempts, as France 
and Holland were both making 
great Preparation. 


F The Ducheſs of Orleans came 
ir | over from France, in May, on 
r- Pretence of a Viſit to the King 
7 her Brother, but really to forward 
le the Alliance between the two 
r. Crowns. She ſtaid not 00g, and 
5p died ſoon after her Return, being, 
as twas ſuſpected, poiſon'd by her 
of Huſband, who grew jealous of her. 
ke Sir William Iemple, an able and 
in. faithful Miniſter, had been, ſome 
ret Time before, recall'd from his 
hve Embaſſy in Holland, as being no 
ing- ft Tool for the Deſigns of the 
per, Cabal. And in September this 
Was Year, the Marſhal de Cregui in- 
the vaded Lorrain, and took Poſſeſſion 
ves; of it for the French King. 
rv'd One Henry TFenkins, a poor 
pro- | Fiſherman of Yort/ire, died this 
ures, Year, aged 169. He was born in 
In- the Reign of Henry VII. and ex- 
neral ceeded the famous Thomas Parr 
lain, dy 17 Years. 
r be In Jan. 1670 , was paſs'd the 
per), famous Coventry Act, againſt maim 


gor disfiguring, making it Death. 
1g to It was occaſion d by Sir Joh: 


5 had Coventry's being aſſaulted by four 
d the Perſons in the Street, and having 
of the Mis Noſe ſlit. He was a Member 
h that ol Parliament, and a great Oppoſer 
e Wat d the Money-Bills, and when 
newed * 


the more eaſy Introduction of ar- 
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paſs'd, propos'd the laying a Tax 


upon the Playhouſes, which were 
become Neſts of Proſtitution. He 
was aſſaulted at the Inſtigation of 
the Court, and made a ſtout and 
vigorous Detence. 

In Feb. the King ſent a Meſſage 
to haſten the Money-Bills. But 
the Commons, in Conjunction with 
the Lords, preſented to him a 
ſolemn Addreſs upon the great and 
dangerous Growth of Popery, re- 
preſenting the Cauſes, and the Re- 
medies, one of which was, that 
no Papiſt, or reputed Papiſt, ſhould 
be in any Office civil or military. 
The King, according to Cuſtom, 
ſet forth a Proclamation againſt 
them, which was only Matter of 
Form, and without any Manner 
of Effect; as was all along the 
Caſe, from the Beginning of the 
Reign of James I. to the End of 
Charles IId's. Lord Lucas made a 
bold Speech in the Houſe of Lords, 
—— Money-Bills, the King 
being preſent, as he uſed often to 
come to the Houſe without any For- 
mality. A Difference happen'd, a- 
bout the ſame Time, between the 
two Houſes, and many Conferen- 
ces were held, upon the Lords 
Right of altering Money- Bills, 
which the Commons deny'd, and 
the Lords as ſtrenuouſly main- 
tain'd, In the Midſt of this Dif- 
pute, the King came to the Houſe 
of Peers, and prorogu'd the Par- 
liament ; and 'twas near two Years 
before it ſat again. 

The Ducheſs of Jer, Daughter 
of the Earl of Clarendon, died on 
March 31, 1671. lu the Time of 
her long Indiſpoſition, ſhe abjur'd 
the Proteſtant Religion; ſhe leſt 
two Daughters, Mary and Anne, 
both afterwards Queens of £Eng- 
land, The Duke of York, who 
had been a Catholick before the 
Reſtoration, ſoon after the Death 
of his Ducheſs, made a * 


3 
Abjuration of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and from that Time openly 
declar'd himſelf a Papiſt. | 
A very odd Accident happen'd 
on May 9. One Blood, with two 
or three Accomplices, found Means 
to ſteal the Crown and Globe out 
of the Tower: But being timely 
rſu'd, he was taken and brought 
ore the King, where he boldly 
own'd the Fact, and moreover 
told his Majeſty, that he was once 
engag'd in a Deſign againſt his 
Lite, and how it was prevented. 
He ſaid, he was ready to ſuffer 
the Death he deſerv'd, but that 
he had Hundreds of Accomplices, 
who had all bound themſelves by 
the moſt dreadful Oaths, to re- 
venge the Death of any one of 
them ; but if he was ſpar'd, they 
might do his Majeſty good Service. 
In ſhort, the King, either intimi- 
dated, or expecting theſe Men 
might be of ſome Uſe to him, 
not only pardon'd H, but fct- 
tled 5007. a Yearon him in Land, 
in Jre/opnd, and made him one of 
his Courtiers. 3” 
This Year was remarkable for 
the Death of two famous Parlia- 
ment-Generals in the late Civil 
Wars, the Lord Fairfax, and the 
Earl of Manchefter, who had both 


the King's Reſtoration. 
A powerful League was now 
ſorm'd againſt Holland, by France, 
England,” the Elector of Cologne, 
and the Biſhop of _ The 
King, tho' he had lately two 
AMilhons and a half from the 
Parliament, and 700,000 /. from 
the French King, was ſo profuſe, 
that he ſtill wanted Money, which 
© he would fain raiſe without ap- 
plying te the Parliament. Upon 
this, the Cabal advis'd him to ſhut 
up the Exchequer ; which he actu- 
ally did, and it continued ſhut for 
a Lear and ſome Months, to the 


been conſiderable Inftruments in 
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ou: Diſtreſs and Ruin of 

amilies. Soon after, Sir Thom, 
Clifford was made a Peer and 
Lord High- Treaſurer; the Lord 


Afoley-Cooper, Earl of Shaft/ur, 


and Lord-Chancellor; the Lord 
Lrlington an Earl, and the Earl of 
Aauderdale a Duke. The King 
had form'd the Deſign of ur. 
rizing the Dutch Smyrna Fleet, 
fore he declar d War, but fail'd 
in the Attempt, after an Engage. 
ment of three Days; tho' the E 
lib afterwards took four Du 
Eaft-India Men. On March 15, 
the King publiſk'd his Declaraticy 
for Liberty of Conſcience, ſuſpending 
the Execution of all penal Lays 
againſt the Nonconformiſts. Fa. 
ther Orleans ſays, the Project of 
the King and the Cabal, was to 
give Liberty of Conſcience to all 
the Subjects in general, that the 
Catholicks might reap the Beneft 
of it. On the 17th, the King de- 
clar'd War againſt the Sa- = 
neral ; and the French King, and 
the other Allies, ſoon after. 
The King of France taking the 
Field in May, 1672, made him- 
ſelf Maſter of all Guelderland, and 
the Towns upon the 77//, and 
Utrecht ſent Deputies to him, with 
Offers of Submiſſion. The Bishop 
of Munſter, at the ſame Time, lud 
waſte the Province of Ow-r1/, 
and fell upon Friefland, and Grown: 
gen; ſo that only Holland and 
Zealand remain'd free. At the 
ſame Time, there was a naval En- 
gagement, near Solebay, between 
the jcombin'd Fleet of France and 
England, the latter under the Dube 
of York, and the Dutch Fi 
under de Ruyter, with equal Suc. 
ceſs on both Sides. The Earl of 
Sandawich's Ship was blown UP, 
with himſelf we: the whole Crew; 
and on the Dutch Side, Vi 
Admiral wan Ghent was kill d. 


The Dutch were now in a mo 
a molan- 
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melancholy Situation. The Pro- 
vince of Holland, to ſtop the Pro- 
of the Conquerors, open'd 
grew Sluices, and laid the Country 
under Water. In this Exigency, 
the Prince of Orange, who had 
before been appointed Captain- 
General and Admiral, was now 
rais'd to the Dignity of Saat- 
holder, ae the perpe- 
tual Edict to the contrary; and 
the Penſionary de Wit and his 
Brother were, in the moſt tragical 
Manner, tore to Pieces by the Po- 
pulace at the Hague, as the Be- 
trayers of their Country. King 
Lewis uſed all his Arts to cor- 
t the Prince of Orange, then 
but about 22 Years old; but all 
in vain; He offer'g him the So- 
vereignty of Holland, but the Prince 
rejected the Propoſal with Scorn. 
And when the Þuke of Bucking- 
ham paſs'd thro” the Hague, in 
his Way to Utrecht, where the 
French King then was, and aſk'd 
the Prince what he meant to do, 
in the deſperate Condition his 
Country was then in; the Prince 
bravely and honeſtly anſwer'd, 
That he had one Way not to ſee its 
Ruin compleated, and that was to 
lit in the loft Dyke. 
Whilſt the Nation was generally 
uneaſy at the late Proceedings of 
the Court, the King's exceſſive 
Prodigality having render'd all the 
Sums he had any Ways receiv'd, 
inſufficient for carrying on the 
War, the Cala] found it neceſſary 
at laſt, to have Recourſe to the 
Parliament; which broke all their 
Meaſures. They met on Feb. 4, 
1672 - 3, and it ſoon appear'd that 
the Country-Party, or that of 
the People, was become more 
powerful in the Houſe of Com- 
mons than the Court- Party. They 
vigorouſly addreſs'd the King a- 
gainſt his Declaration /or Liberty 
7 Conſcience, as it was claiming 4 


paz'd and paſs'd an Att, which 
A & Was 
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diſpenſing Power; and both Houſes | 
join'd in an Addreſs againſt the 
Dangers that threatned the Na- 
tion from the daily Increaſe of 
Popery. As the Nonconformiſts 
were ſenſible, that the Indul- 
gence granted by the King was 
not for their Sakes, but with a 
Deſign to tolerate and introduce 
Popery, Alderman Lowe, a City 
Member, and a leading Diilenter, 
ou zealouſly againit the King's 
eclaration; which induc'd tne 
Commons to bring in a Pill for 
the Eaſe of Protejtant Nonconfor - 
miſts, but it was loſt by the King's 
frit adjourning and then proro- 
guing the Parhament ; which thews, 
that the giving Eaſe to the Preſ- 
byterians was not his real Deſign 
in his Declaration for Liberty of 
Conſcience, However, before the 
Adjournment, the Commons were 
ſo fully bent not to finiſh the 
Money -Bill, till their Grievances 
were redreſs d, the Papiſts removed 
trom publick Employments, and 
the Declaration for Liberty of Con- 
ſcience revoked, that the Court was 
in the utmoſt Perplexity : The 
Duke of Je and molt of the 
Cabal advis'd the King to ſupport 
his Declaration, but others. were 
for his giving Way, and waiting a 
more favourable Opportunity. The 
King was wavering for ſome 
Time, but at laſt comply'd with 
the Deſire of the Commons, and 
recall'd his Declaration. The 
Cabal and Popiſh Party were ex- 
ceedingly diſturb'd at this Want 
of Relolution in the King; and 
the Earl of Shafi/bury, foon af» 
ter, politickly deſerted the Court, 
and came over to the Country- 
Party, and was now the ſoremoſt 
in the Houſe of Lords azainlt 
Popery, the Dutch War, and the 
Alliance with Fance. 
After this, the Commons pre- 


w 
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was alſo paſs'd by the Lords, en- 
titled, An A to prevent the Dan- 
gers which may happen from Po- 
piſh Recuſants, commonly call'd 
the 7e-Adt; whereby all Perſons 
enjoying any Office, or Place of Truft 
or Profit, were required to take the 
Oaths of Allegiance and Supremacy, 
and alſo to reccive the Communicn 
in ſome Pariſh-Church, &c. And 
"tis remarkable, that the Earl of 
Briflol, tho* a Papiſt, ſpoke in 
favour of it. Then the Commons 
preſented two Petitions concerning 
Grievances, and the King having 
promis'd to redreſs them, they 
palſs'd the Money-Bill, without men- 
tioning any TOY of the War 
in it, leſt they ſhould ſeem to 
approve of it; and moreover a 
Proviſo was tack'd to it, That no 
Papiſt ſhould be capable of hold- 
ing any publick Employment. 'This 
Bill, and the 7%-Ad, the King 
paſs'd on March 29, 1673, and 
then adjourn'd the Parliament to 
OZFober, as before mentioned. The 
Conſequence of the Te- Ad was, 
that moſt of the Popiſh Officers 
reſign'd their Places; and among 
the reſt, the Duke of York, his 
Poſt of Lord High-Admiral, and 
the Lord Clifford his Treaſurer's- 
Staff, who died ſoon after. Sir 
Thamas Oſborne, created Earl of 
Danby, tucceeded him in the 
| ce of Treaſurer. 'The Lord 

Chancellor SYH bur was ſucceed- 
ed by Sir Heneage Finch, afterwards 
Lord Finch, who had firſt the Title 
of Lord Keeper, and then of Lord- 
Chancellor. 

There were three ſurious Sea- 
Fights this Year, between the 
combin'd Fleets of England and 
France (the former under Prince 


> Rupert) and the Dutch Fleet; 


wherein the Loſs on both Sides 
Was nearly equal, and Victory re- 
mained dubious. 


The King of France took Mac- 


Aricht in June. In September the 
Prince of Orange made himſelf 
Maſter of Naerden, and in Oæobe- 
took Bonne, the Reſidence of the 
Elector of Cologne. Lewis ſoon after 
abandon'd all his Conqueſts in the 
United Provinces, except Mocſtricht 
and Grave, being call'd off by 
Spain's having declar'd War a. 
er. him, as the Emperor and 
everal German Princes were upon 
the Point of doing the fame. 

The Duke of York's Marriage 
with Mary, Siſter to the Duke of 

Modena, was conſummated on No. 
derber 21, when the ſaid Princeſ 
arrived ; tho* it had been much 
oppos'd by the Commons. Ihe 
Parliament met towards the End 
of October, and had a warm Seflion 
of only nine Days, when they were 
again prorogu'd; the Common: 
having firſt voted, That the Alli- 
ance with France was a Grievance: 
That the evil -Counſellors about 
the King were a Grievance: And 
that the Duke of Lauderdale was 
a Grievance, and not fit to be em- 
ploy'd in any Office. They met 
again in Jan. 1673 4, and having 
no Reliance on the King's Promites, 
went on much in the {ame Way 
as the Parliament of 1640. Both 
Houſes addreſs'd for a general 

Faſt to implore the Blefiing of 
God againſt the dangerous Etforts 
of Popery ; and the Commons vo- 
ted to have the Grievances re- 
dreſs'd, and the Proteſtant Religi- 
on, and their Liberties and Pro- 
perties ſecured, before they would 
grant any more Money. They allo 
voted, Nemine contradicente, to ad- 
dreſs the King for the Removal 
of Duke Lauderdale from all his 
Employments, and from his Ma- 
jeſty's Preſence and Councils tor 
ever; examin'd the Duke of Þuck- 
ingham, putting ſeveral Queries to 
him; paſs'd the ſame Vote againſt 


him as againſt Lauderdale, and 
im- 
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ch'd the Earl of Arlington of 
High Treaſon. A Bill for ge- 
neral Teſt to diſtinguiſh Papiſis from 
Proteftants, was likewiſe * van 
and they went on vigorouſly in 
examining the Grievances ; but the 
King put a Stop to theſe Pro- 
ceedings by proroguing the Par- 
liament on Feb. 24. A ſeparate 
Peace between Exgland and Hol. 
land was concluded the ſame 
Month; and in O#ober following, 
1674, the Prince of Orange took 
Grave from the French: In which 
Year, beſides the Lord Clarendon 
before mention'd, there died the ce- 
lebrated Poet Mr. John Milton, the 
inimitable Author of Parade Lo/? : 
He had been blind for ſome Years, 
and was Latin Secretary to the 
Long Parliament, and to the Pro- 
tector Oliver. | 
The Parliament ſat twice in 
1675, wiz. in April and Odlober, 
and proceeded in much the ſame 


Manner as before; only there were 


great Diſputes between the two 
Houſes upon the Matter of Pri- 
vilege, which ſerv'd as a Pretence 
to the Court for proroguing them, 
before ſome Bills, which the King 
diſliked, were ready ; particulatly, 
a ſecond Bill for the Eaſe of Pro- 
teftant Difjenters. 

Dr. Lightfoot, the famous Rab- 
binical Divine, died this Year ; 
and Bulſtrode Whitelock, Eſq; Au- 
thor of the Memorials of the Eng- 
liſh Affairs, a Gentleman of great 
Judgment and Temper, who fll'd 
ſome of the higheit Poſts under 
the Uſurpation, always humane, 
candid and ingenuous ; and after 
having been twenty Years upon 
the publick Stage, paſs'd the laſt 
hfteen of his Life in Privacy and 
Retirement, 

Such were the Meaſures pur- 


. fu'd by the Court, it being ma- 


nifeſt that Popery and a French In- 
tereſt ſtill prevail'd in his Ma- 


jeſty's Counſels, that Men talk'd 
pretty freely againſt the Govern- 
ment, Wherefore, in the Bezin- 
ning of the Year 1676, the King 
thought fit, by Proclamation, to 
ſuppreſs all Coffee- Houſes, as being 
the Places where ſuch Liberties were 
commonly taken, | 

The fame Year died George 
Digby Earl of Brifcl, and that 
Juſt and upright Judge Sir Me/thew 
Hale, Lord Chiet- juſtice of the 
King's- Bench. 

The Parliament met in Feb. 
1676-7, when a Queſtion. was 
ſtarted concerning its very Being, 
or whether, by its long Proroga- 
tion, it was not %% facto diſſolved. 
The Duke of Buckingham endea- 
vour'd in a Speech to prove this, 
and with him agreed the Earls of 
Saliſbury and Shaftſhury, and the 
Lord Wharton; for which the 
Houſe of Lords ſent them all to 
the Icaver. 

The Commons addreſs'd the 
King againſt the growing -Power 
of France, and the great Progreſs 
af their Arms in the Spaniſo- 
Netherlands, ſignifying their De- 
fire of his joining in a War a- 
gainſt that Crown: But the King 
was too much attach'd to the 
French Intereſt to do any ſuch 
Thing; tho' he pretended a Wil- 
lingneſs in general Lerms, on Pur- 
pole to draw Money from the 
Parliament. | 

On April 16, 1677, the King, 
among other Acts, gave his Al- 
ſent to one for taking away the 
Vit de Haretico comburendo z 
by Virtue of which ſo many in- 
nocent Perſons had. been burnt to 
Death for the pretended Crime 
of ' Hereſy. 

The Commons again addreſs'd 
the King to enter into a League 
offentive and defenſive with the 
States againſt France, in order, by 
that Means, to procure an advan- 

A a 2 tageous 
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tageous Peace for all Europe. But 
the King's Conduct in this Affair 
was ſo unaccountable, that neither 
the Parliament nor the Alles knew 
what to make of it. "The Truth 
was, as afterwards plainly appear'd, 
that whilſt Charles was Mediator 
for a general Peace, he was ſe⸗ 
cretly a Penſioner to the French 
King, and did all he could to 
favour his ambitious Views, He 
therefore labour'd only for a ſe- 
parate Peace, between France and 
Holland, in order to divide the 
Allies, that Lewis might the more 
eaſily proceed in his Conqueſts; 
and indeed the Dutch, tired out 
with the Uncertainty of the Mea- 
ſures of the Eng/i//> Court, were 
at laſt diſpos'd to make a ſe- 
parate Peace, but the Prince of 
Orange was againſt it, till ke 
ſaw there was no Remedy. The 
King hoped to bring him over 
to his Views, by Means of the 
Match which the Prince had 
ſolicited for himſelf with the 
Princeſs Mary, eldeſt Daughter of 
the Duke of Jork. On this Ac- 
count he came over to England 
the Beginning of October, but would 
not engage in any Diſcourſe a- 
bout the Peace till the Marriage 
Was concluded; and when ſolici- 
ted to it, he ſaid, 4s the Allics 
awere like to have hard Terms, they 
would be apt to think, he had made 
tis Match at their Coſt; and for 
Eos Part, he would never fell his 
Honour for a Wife. This was like 
to have broke off the Match, but 
the King fearing the Conſequences 
> ofa Breach with the Prince, at laſt 
conſented, and the Marriage was 
conſummated- on the 4th of No- 
- wembcr, the Prince's Birth-Day ; 


who foon after embark'd with the 


young Princeſs his Conſort for 
Holland. | 
This Year died Archbiſhop She/- 
don; the 
8 


learned Divine and Ma- 


thematician Dr. aac Barrow ; and 
Fames Harrimgton, Eſq; Author of 
the Oceana. 

The Parliament met on May 23, 
1678; and on Fuly 15, among 
other Acts, was paſs'd that Hh. 
burying in Worllen, for the Benefit 
of that Manufacture. The Parlia- 
ment was then prorogu'd, bein 
determined to grant no more Mo- 
ney, but only a Sum for diſband- 
ing the Army, as they ſaw no 
Uſe was like to be made of it 
againſt France. 

After abundance of Difficulties, 
and a tedious Negotiation at Nie. 
guen, occaſion'd chiefly by the 
Intrigues between France and Eng. 
land, the ſeparate Peace with 
Holland was ſign'd on Aug. 11, 
which was * follow'd by 
one with Spain, and ſome Months 
after with the reſt of the Allies; 
and 'twas purely owing to the 
Court of England, that Europe had 
not a Peace upon more advan- 
tageous Terms. 

This Year was remarkable for 
the Diſcovery of a moſt horrid 
and formidable Conſpiracy carried 
on by the Papiſts, commonly call'd 
the Popiſb Plot, which open'd a 
new Scens of Affairs in England. 
The Deſign was to kill the King, 
to ſabvert the Government, to ex- 
tirpate the Proteſtaut Religion, 
and eſtabliſh Popery. The Au- 
thors and Promoters of it were 
the Pope and Cardinals, the Romiſb, 
French, Spaniſh, and Engliſh Jeſuits, 
the ſeminary Prieſts in England, 
who were there in great Numbers, 
ſeveral Popiſh Lords and others of 
that Party. There are more than 
preſumptive Proots, that the Duke 
of York was deeply concern'd in it, 
all but that Part relating to killing 
the King ; and, that Point excep- 
ted, the King himſelf was ftrong!y 
ſuſpected of favouring it. The 
Article of taking off the King, 
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ſeems to be only the Project of and left a Copy of it with him. 
ſome of the Conſpirators, who And now the Affair taking Wind, 
thought, that the making Way it was reſolved to bring it before 
for the Duke of York to aſcend the Council, who ſat twice a Day 
the Throne, who was more for- for above a Week together to ex- 
ward and active, and leſs fearful, amine into it, and Jonge and Oates 
than the King, would bring the had Lodgings aflign'd them in 


grand Deſign of the Conſpiracy, 
the changing the Government and 
Religion, to a ſpeedier Concluſion. 
Some, indeed, will have this whole 
Plot to be nothing but a Fiction ; 
but tho* ſome Circumitances of 
the Diſcovery may be liable to 
Objections, upon the Whole there 
is much more Reaſon to believe 
it real than otherwiſe ; thoſe who 
deny it, advancing a great many 
Things in Prejudice of the Cha- 
rafter and Management of the 
Witneſſes, without any Manner of 
Authority; whilſt they who believe 
it, bring authentick Proefs of what 
they fay, from poſitive and direct 
Evidence. The chief Diſcoverer 
of this Conſpiracy was Titus Oater, 
who having been a Clergyman of 
the Church of England, reconcil'd 
himſelf to the Church of Nome, 
or pretended at leaſt to do ſo, 
and join'd himſelf to the Eng; 
Seminary at St, Omer's: He alſo 
went into Spain, and was admitted 
to the Conſults of the Jeſuits; and 
| by theſe Means, he got acquainted 

with all the ſecret Deſigns that 
were carrying on in order to e- 
ſtabliſh Popery in this Nation; and 
then returning to England, he di- 
2 what he had heard into a 

arrative, and by Means of Dr. 
Tonge, a City Divine, got a Copy 
of it deliver'd to the King, who 
referr'd him to the Lord-Treaſurer 
Danby. The King taking little 
Notice of it at firſt, they reſolved 
to communicate it to the Parlia- 
ment; but firſt Oates went and 
made Oath of the Truth of his 
Narrative before Sir Edmundbury 
Godfrey, a Juſtice of the Peace, 


Whitchall, with a Guard and a Pen- 
fion to each. Upon their Informati- 
on, ſeveral Perſons were apprehend- 
ed, as Hak:man the Queen's Phyſi- 
cian, Coleman the Duke of Tos Se- 
cretary, and eight Prieſts or Jeſuits. 
In Coleman's Houle were found ſe- 


veral Letters, which very much 
ſtrengthen'd Oatrrs's Teſtimony; 


and the Murder of Sir E dmundbury 
God/rcy ſoon after, who had ſworn 
Oates to his Narrative, and was an 
active Magiſtrate againſt the Pa- 
piſts, confirm'd the People, who 


were before alarm'd, in the Belief 


of the Plot. 'The Murder was 
preſently aſcrib'd to the Papiſts, 
and with Truth, as appear'd after- 
wards by the Evidence of Bedlee 
and Prance, the latter of whom 
depos'd, that he with Green, Berry, 


and Hill, and ſome others of tue 


Party, after having dogg'd him 
for ſome Time, got him into 
Somerſet- Houſe, and there ſtrangled 


him with an Handkerchief, and. 


afterwards carried the Body by 
Night and laid it. in a Ditch near 
Primroſe- Hill, with his Sword run 
thro' him, as if he had killed him- 
ſelf; tho' when the Body was 
found, it appear'd plainly that he 
had been ſtrangled. Green, Berry, 
and Hill were afterwards con- 
demn'd and executed for this 
Murder, but denied the Fact to 
the laſt. 

The Plot was firſt diſcover'd in 
Auguſt, Sir Emundbury Godfrey was 
murder*d the Beginning of October, 
and the Parliament met on the 
ziſt. The King was unwilling to 
have the Plot brought before the 
Parliament, and was ſor leaving 
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the Matters — to it to the On Now. 18, the Commons ſent 
ordinary Courts of Juſtice, which Secretary Williamſon to the Tower, 


he could better manage. But the for counterſigning Commiſſions for conli 
Earl of Daniy, notwithſtanding, Popiſh Officers: Pur the King be. Mini 
thought it his Duty to lay Oares's ing highly offended at it, releas'd two 
Narrative before the Commons, him. | mon: 
who communicated it to the A Bill having now paſs'd both to hi 
Lords. Oates was ſoon after Houſes, for diſabling Papifts from of tl 
examin'd fix or ſeven Hours in fitting in either Houſe of Parlia- yds 
the Houſe of Commons, and both ment, the King gave the Royal Cour 
Houſes apply'd themſelves inde- Aſſent to it, on Nov. 30. He did had t 
fatigably to this Affair, till at laſt many Things now for Fear of the writ 
they reſolved, Nemine contradicente, Parliament, which he would not Orde! 
that it was their Opinion, That otherwiſe have done. a Poſſ 
there is, and hath been a damnable On Now. 27, Coleman, the Duke in th 
and helliſh Plot contrived and car- of York's Secretary, was tried, and of E, 
ried on by Popiſh Recuſants, for upon the Evidence of Oates and View: 
aſſaſſinating and murdering the King, Bedloe, and his own Letters, was were | 
for ſubwverting the Government, and found guilty of High "Treaſon, con- peach 
rooting out and deflroying the Pro- demn'd, and executed on Dec. 3. deſign 
teſtant Religion. Bedloe appear'd By his Letters it plainly appears, to ple 
afterwards an Evidence fer the how much the King and Duke wes. 0 
Plot, and was examined by the were under a French and Popiſh ceedin 
Lords. In the mean Time, the Influence. Other Perſons executed cherefe 
Commons order'd ſeveral Perſons, for the Plot the Beginning of the this P 
whom Oates had ſworn againſt, following Year, and the Year could 
to be taken up, and among the after, were William Ireland, and to the 
reſt, thele five Popiſh Lords, Powis, Thomas Pickering, both Prieſts; the H 
Stafford, Arundel of Wardour, Petre, Jahn Grove, a Lay-Brother; Tho- Togu'd 
and Bel/a/is, who were ſent to the as Whitcbread, Provincial of the Jan. 2 
Tower, and impeached of High- Jeſuits in Ergland; and Harcourt, had fa 
Treaſon. They alſo began to Fenwick, Gawen, and Turner, all now n 
form the Project of excluding the Jeſuits likewiſe ; and Langhorn a lurer, » 
Duke of York from the Suc-- Popiſh Lawyer. As they all made Comm, 
ceſſion, as appear'd by their per- _ uſe of the ſame Kind of Exprel- Mr. 
mitting a Debate to ariſe in the fion in aflerting their Innocence, Royal 
Houſe, for an Audreſs to remove twas thought there was ſome of the 
the faid Duke from his Majeſty's Equivocation in it. Beſides Oles, and M 
Preſence and Councils, which was Bedloc, and Prarce, one Dugda!: Oppoſe 
put off to another Day ; and in was a Witneſs againſt ſome of of the 
the mean Time the King came to them ; by whoſe Evidence it ap- in this 
the Parliament, and in a Speech pear'd, that when they had kill'd Thre 
told them, that he would conſent the King, they were to lay it on of the 
to any Bills for their Security in the Preſbyterians. Sir Gorge le. = ” 
in 


the Reign of his Succeſſor, ſo that man the Queen's Fhylician and 
they tended not to impeach the ſome others, were afterwards tried 
Right of Succeſſion, nor the De- and acquitted. 
Jeent of the Crown in the true There was another Affair, be- 
Line. And he ſtuck to this in fides that of the Plot, which gave 
all the Attempts that were after- the King no ſmall Uneaſine(s. 


wards made for a Bill of Excluſion. Mr. Montague, Ambaſſador at Part, 
| | 3 © having 
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having fallen out with the Earl of 
Danby, Lord-Treaſurer, who was 
conlider'd as the King's Prime- 
Miniſter, came over and produc'd 
two Letters in the Houſe of Com- 
mons, Which the Earl had written 
to him at Paris, upon the Buſineſs 
of the King's Penſion, that was 
negotiating for him at the French 
Court, in which Montague himſelf 
had the chief Hand. The Earl 
writ theſe Letters by the King's 
Orders, who declar'd as much in 
a Poſtſcript to one of them. As 
in this Negotiation the Intereſt 
of England was ſacrihc'd to the 
Views of France, the Commons 
were ſo exaſperated, that they im- 
peach'd the Earl of High-'T'reaton, 
deſigning thereby to oblige him 
to plead the King's Orders, who 
was more ftruck at in this Pro- 
ceeding than the Treaſurer. He 
therefore refus'd to make uſe of 
this Plea; and before the Lords 
could reſolve whether to ſend him 
to the Tower, the King came to 
the Houſe, on Dec. zo, and pro- 
rogu'd the Parliament; which, on 
Jan. 24, was diſſolved, after it 
had fat near 18 Years. Danby 
now reſign'd his Office of Trea- 
ſurer, which was afterwards put in 
Commiſſion. 

Mr. Oldenburg h, Secretary to the 
Royal Society, and firſt Publiſher 
of the Philoſophical Tranſactions; 
and Mr. Andrew Marvel, a witty 
Oppoſer of the Court, and Author 
of the Rehearſal Tranſproſed, died 
in this Year, 1678. 

Three Days before the Meeting 
of the new Parliament, for which 
the Elections had run generally 
againſt the Court, the Duke of 
tork, by the King's Advice, left 
the Kingdom, and retired to Bru/- 
feln, His Majeſty alſo fearing 
that the Earl of Darby would be 
again attack d, and might be 
tempted, for his own Safety, to 

cover Secrets which he would 
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have conceal'd, granted him a full 
Pardon under the Great Seal. 

The Parliament met on March 6. 
1678 9. The Commons choſe 
Edward Seymour, Eſq; for their 
Speaker ; but the King knowing 
him to be a great Enemy to the 
Earl of Dany, refus'd his Ap- 
probation z which occafion'd a 
Diſpute between the King and the 
Commons, and a ſhort Prorogation 
of two Days; after which they 
choſe Mr. Serjeant Gregory. They 
preſently reſum'd the Aﬀair of the 
Earl of Danby, who choſe to abide 
by his Pardon, and withdraw him- 
ſelf ; whereupon they paſs'd a 
Bill to require him to render himſcif 
to Juſtice, by a certain Day, April 
23, and in Default thereof to at- 
taint him ; which,after ſeveral Con- 
ferences, was paſs'd by the Lords. 
The Earl ſurrender'd himſelf be- 
fore the Day, and was ſent to the 
Tower ; A few Days after he was 
brought to the Lords Bar, where 
he produc'd his Pardon, and was 
remanded thither again, The 
Commons declar'd this Pardon to 
be illegal and void, and fo he 
remain'd in the Tower till 1683. 

This Parliament alſo, after ex- 
amining the Witneſſes, paſs'd much 
the ſame Vote with the laſt, as 
to the Reality of the Popiſh Plot. 
And on April 27, 1679, the Com- 
mons reſolved, That the Duke of 
* York's being a Papiſt, and the 
Hopes of his coming ſuch to the 
Crown, has been the greateſt 
Countenance and Encouragement 
© to the preſent Conſpiracies and 
* Deſigns of the Papiſts, againſt the 
« King and the Proteſtant Religion.” 
Which Vote was ſent to the Lords 
by the Lord Ruſſel. 

The King, to amuſe the Parlia- 
ment, had torm'd a new Covucu, 
admitting into it ſeveral Lords and 
others of the Country-Farty. The 
Earl of Shaft/ſbury was made Pre; 

Aa4 ſident, 
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fident, and the Earls of Sunderland, 
and E, Lord Hallifax, and Sir 
William Temple, had the chief Di- 
rection of Affairs. | 

On May 15, a Bill was brought 
into the Houſe of Commons, 70 
aiſable the Duke of York from in- 
beriting the imperial Crown of 
England, commonly call'd the B:// 
of Exclufion ; which was read the 
ſecond Time on the 21ſt, and 'twas 
reſolv'd by a great Majority, that 
it ſhould be committed. This 
brought the King to the Houſe 
of Lords, on the 27th, when, after 
paſſing the Habeas Corpus Act, he 
prorogu'd the Parliament, and ſoon 
after diſſolv'd it, contrary to the 
Advice of his new Council, 

Dr. Sharp, Archbiſhop of St. An- 
driwws, was barbarouſly murder'd 
by ſome Scet h Zealots: Soon after 
which there was an Inſurrection of 
the Kirk-Party in Scotland, which 
was ſuppreſs'd by the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, natural Son of the King. 
Laud:rdale, ſupported by the Court, 
had introduc'd a perfect Tyranny 
in that Country. 

The Duke of York return'd in 
September. The Duke of Mon- 
mouth fell into Diſgrace, and was 
ſent over to Holland. The Earl 
of Shaft/bury was turn'd out from 
being Preſident of the Council: 
And the Duke ſhortly after {et 
out for Scotland. 

Another Parliament was ſum- 
mon'd to meet in October, but the 
King, contrary to the Advice of 
his Council, prorogu'd it from 
Time to Time, for a whole Year. 
Upon this the Earl of E/cx re- 
fign'd his Place of Firſt Commiſ- 
foner of the Treaſury; and Sir 
Vin mn Temple, and ſome others 
retir'd from Court. 555 
A ͤſham Plot, call'd the Meal- 
Tub-Plet, from he Plan of it be- 
ing found hid in a Meal-Jub, was 


about this Time. contriv'd by the 


Counteſs of Powis, the Farl vo 
Caſilcmain, the five Lords in the 
Tewer, and other Papiſts, to bring 
an Odium on the Preſbyterians and 
the Country- Party. One Danger. 
field was to be the chief Actor in 
it: But he being detected in the 
Fraud, was ſent to Newgate, and 
there, before the Lord-Mayor, 
upon Oath diſcover'd the whole 
Cheat, 

This Year died, aged qt, the 
famous Thomas Hobbes of Malm. 
bury, a learned Man, of a conſidera.- 
ble Genius, but a great Patron of 
Scepticiſm, as appears by his Works. 

Such was the Animoſity be- 
tween the Court and Country. 
Parties at this Time, that it look d 
as if the Year Forty one was your 
to be acted over again; which 
probably had been the Caſe, if 
the King's Neceſſities had occa- 
ſion'd him to make the Parliament 
perpetual, as his Father had done; 


if Scotland had not been ſo el. 


fectually enſlav'd, by a Standing. 
Army which the Court kept there, 
that they had not Power to ſtir; 
and if the Biſhops and Clergy had 
been as diſagreeable to moſt of the 
People as they were at that Time. 
Beſides, all the ſtanch Epiſcopalians, 
fearing the Preſbyterians might 2- 
gain ſubvert the eſtabliſh'd Church, 
orgetting the Dangers of Popery, 
join'd themſelves ſo firmly to the 
Court, as to make it at laſt formi- 
dable to the other Party. During 
the repeated Prorogations of the 
preſent Parliament, abundance of 
Addreſſes were preſented from all 
Parts, to petition for its ſpeedy 
ſitting z which being highly diſ- 
taſteful to the Court, Means were 
found to have a Number of Coun- 
ter Addreſſes, expreſſing the great- 


eſt Abhorrence of ſuch Petitions, , 
as an Infringement upon the Pre-. 


rogative, which they took care, in 
their Expreſſions, to advance 35 
| Fe high 
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ih as poſſible. And ſo the Na- 
-- Oban divided into two Par- 
ties, Addrefſers or Petitioners, and 
Abhorrers, foon known by the 
Names of Whigs and Tories, which 
the Parties by Way of Reproach 
gave each other; Tory being the 
Name for an riß Robber, and 
Whig ſignifying Sour-Milk, an Ap- 
pellation firſt given to the rigid 
Scotch Preſbyterians. The King 
ſhew'd a great Firmneſs in not 
regarding the Petitioners, which 
exceedingly ſtrengthen'd the Court 
and Popith Party, by the Acceſſion 
all who were now taught to hate 
the Preſbyterians more than the 
Papiſts; as the Injuries receiv'd 
from the former were more freſh 
in their Memories than thoſe, they 
had ſuffer'd from the latter. 

The King thought fit now to 
have the Duke of 704 again near 
his Perſon. Accordingly he ſent 
for him out of Scotland, and he 
arrived at Court on Fes. 24, 
1679 80. The Whigs, with the 
Earl of SHH ur at their Head, 
the more effectually to oppoſe the 
Duke, began to ipread a Report 
of the Duke of Mormouth's Le- 
baren pretending the King was 
awtully married to Mrs. Lucy 
Walters, the faid Duke's Mother. 
And tho' the King ſolemnly de- 
ny'd tliis in Counci}, and publiſhed 
a Declaration to refute the Report, 
yet. Monmouth return'd to England 
without Leave, in Aug. 1680, and 
without taking any Notice of the 
Court, endeavoured to ſtrengthen 
his Party in the Kingdom. 

Bedloe, one of the Witneſſes in 
the Popiſh Plot, died about the 
fame Time, having on his Death- 
Bed fign'd a Depotition before the 

Lord-Chief- Juſtice North, of the 
* Duke of York's being as much 
. Concern'd in the Conſpiracy as any 
one, excepting what related to the 
Murder of the King. 
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What gave great Weight to the 
Country-Party, was the City of 
London's being in their Intereſt, who 
this Year choſe the Aldermen 
Bethel and Corniſh, two Preſby- 
terians, for their Sheriffs, to the 
great Mortification. of the Court; 
who were ſtill farther vex'd at 
the Boldneſs of the Earl of Shaft/- 
bury, when he, with ſeveral Lords 
and Gentlemen, went publickly to 
We/lminfler-Hall, and at the King's- 
Bench Bar, preſented the Duke of 
York as a Popiſh Recuſant; but 
the Grand-Jury being ſuddenly 
diſmiſs'd, it had no Effect. How- 
ever, it was thought proper to ſend 
the Duke away again, who de- 
parted for Scotland, OR. 20, the 
Day before the Parliament met. 

This Parliament proceeded in 
the. ſame Way with the former, 
and went even greater Lengths 
againſt the Court and the Duke. 
They examined the Witneſſes to 
the Popiſh Plot, to whom Danger- 
field and others were now added. 
On Od. 26, the Lord Ruſſel moved 
in the Houſe of Commons, That 
they might in the firſt Place con- 
ſider how to ſuppreſs Popery, and 
prevent a Popiſh Succeſſor; and 
was ſeconded by Sir Henry Capel, 
Brother to the Earl of E/ex, in 
a long Speech, laying open the 
Grievances of the Kingdom during 
this Reign, and aſcribing all to 
the conſtant Prevalence of Popiſh 
Counſels. On Nov. 2, they paſs'd 
the ſame Vote concerning the En- 
couragement given to the Deſigns 
of the Papiſts, by the Hopes of 
the Duke of York's ſucceeding to 
the Crown, that was paſs'd in the 
laſt Parliament. Then a hill to 
exclude the Duke from the Suc- 
ceſſion was moved for, and after 


long Debates, and ſeveral elo- » 


quent Speeches on both Sides, was 
brought in, and paſs'd by a great 
Majority. On Now. 15, it was ſent 
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up to the Houſe of Lords; where, 
tho” it was carried for a ſecond 
Reading by two Voices, it was 
then thrown out by a Majority 
of 63 againſt 3o, all the Biſhops 
8 voting againſt it, and the 

ing being alſo there during the 
whole Time of the Debate. 

On Now. 3o, Viſcount Staford, 
one of the five Popiſh Lords in 
the Tower, on Account of the 
Plot, was tried before the Peers 
in VAminſter- Hall; and being 
found guilty and condemned, was 
beheaded on Dec. 29, proteſting 
his Innocence to the laſt. 

It was now the Buſineſs of the 
Papiſts to ſow Diſſenſions among 
the Proteſtants, and to ſtir up the 
Church of England againſt the 
Nonconformiſts ; which the Com- 
mons perceiving, paſs'd a Bill to 
exempt the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
from certain Penalties enacted a- 
gainſt the Papiſts; which alſo paſs'd 
the Houſe of Lords, but when it 
ſhould have been offer'd among 
other Bills for the Royal Aſſent, 
the Clerk of the Crown, by the 
King's Order, after an unpreceden- 
ted Manner ſecreted it, and ſo it 
was loſt. 

Several Perſons of Note died 
this Year; as, John Wilmat, the 
witty Earl of Rocheſter, who after 
a debauch'd Life, in the I ime of 
his lingering Sickneſs became very 

itent, and died in the 32d 
Fear of his Age; Samuel Butler, 
Author of Hudibras ; Sir Peter Lely 
the famous Painter; and Harry 
Marten one of the late King's 

udges, who was kept a Priſoner 
in Chepftow-Cajile. 

Among the Reſolutions of the 
Commons againſt Popery and the 
Duke of Je, after the Exclaſion- 
Bill was rejected by the Lords, 
was the following; That it is the 
Opinion of this Houſe, that there 
is no Security or Safety for che 
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© Proteſtant Religion, the King's 
© Life, or Government of this Na. 
* tion, without paſſing a Bill for 
diſabling James Duke of Y 
* to inherit the Imperial Crown 
* of this Realm, Sc. And to rely 
© upon any other Means and Re. 
* medies is not only inſufficient 
but dangerous.“ And underſtand. 
ing that the King would pro- 
rogue the Parliament on Jan. 10, 
(1680 - 1) they met early in the 
Morning, and reſolved, That 
© Whoever advis'd his Majeſty to 
* prorogue the Parliament, to any 
other Purpoſe, than in order to 
paſſing a_ Bill for the Excluſion 
of the Duke of York, is a Be- 
trayer of the King, the Pro- 
* teſtant Religion, and the King 
dom, a Promoter of the French 
© Intereſt, and a Penſioner of 
France. The Parliament was 
accordingly prorogu'd on that Day, 
and ſoon after difſolv'd by Pro- 
clamation, and another ſummon'd 
to meet at Oxford, March 21, 2s 
the City of London was in no wiſe 
favourable to the Court. 

The Parliament met at the Time 
and Place appointed, and the firlt 
Thing the Commons did was to 
order their Votes to be printed; 
which Practice they have con- 
tinued ever ſince, to the great 
Profit of the Speaker. A fcw 
Days after, they reſum'd the Ex- 
clufion- Bill, which was read the 
firſt Time, on March 28, (1681) 
and order'd a ſecond Reading: 
But the King finding this Parlu- 
ment in the ſame Temper with 
the laſt, on the ſame Day came 
ſuddenly to the Houſe of Lords, 
and diſſolv'd it, after one ſhort 
Seſſion of but ſeven Days. 

One Fitz-Harris, an Iriſb Papiſt, 
had been practis'd on by ſome ot 
the Court to write a Libel againſt 
the King, in order to ſtifle the 
Popiſh - Plot, and turn it upon the 

Whigs 
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Whigs and Preſbyterians. The 
Deſign was to have it dropt in 
the Houſes of ſome of the chief 
of the Party, and then to have 
them ſearch'd and apprehended. 
The King himſelf was ſaid to 

prove of the Project; but it 
was diſcover d by Means of one 
Everard, to whom Fitz- Harris had 
communicated it; whereupon he 
was taken up, and the Commons 
in the Oxford Parliament im- 
peach'd him in the Houſe of 
Lords; but they rejected the Im- 


pexchment, and order d him to be 


proſecuted at Common-Law, which 
occaſion'd a Difference between 
the two Houſes. However, Fitz- 
Harris, after the Diſſolution of 
the Parliament, was tried at the 
King's- Bench Bar, condemn'd, and 
executed. At the ſame Time 
was executed Oli r Plunket, the 


Popiſh titular Primate of 1reland, 
for a Conſpiracy with the French 


Court, in order to ſtir up an In- 
ſurrection in that Iſland. 

After the King had diſſolv'd 
his fifth Parliament, he call'd no 
more for the reſt of his Reign, 
during which he govern'd in an ab- 
ſolute and arbitrary Manner, and 
grew as cruel in his Temper, as 
he had before appear'd mild and 
merciful. What contributed to e- 
ſtabliſh this formidable Power in 
the King, was the extreme Ani- 
moſity between the two Parties, 
call d Tories and Whigs, which 
had been artfully fomented by the 
Court. The Church and Monar- 
chy were repreſented to be again 
in Danger from the Preſbyterians. 
This made almoſt the whole 
Church Party join themſelves to 
the Court, in order to oppoſe the 
Deſigns of the Whigs, who were 
al taken for Preſbyterians, tho' 
abundance of moderate Church- 
men were amongſt them. And 
now the Clergy every where 
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reach'd up Paſſive · Obedience and 

on-Reſiſtance, in the moſt flaviſh 
and abſolute Senſe, and Multitudes 
of flattering Addreſſes were pre- 
ſented from all Parts, advancing 
the Prerogative of the C.own 
to the molt extravagant Heig lt. 
Thus the zealous Epiſcopalians 
ſtrengthen'd the Court and Popiſh 
Party, and the Church of Erg- 
land was no longer in Danger 
from Popery, but trom the Whigs 
and Preſbyterians. | 

The firſt Sacrifice to the Re- 
ſentment of the Court, was Stephen 
Colledge, a Joyner of London, a 
Man of Parts and Courage, and 
very zealous againſt Popery, and 
therefore call'd the Proteſtant- 
1 ner. He attended the City- 

embers to Oxford, who went 
thither with a great Retinue, and 
is ſaid to have {poken Words and 
recited Verſes, reflecting on the 
King and Court. For this a Bill 
of Indictment of High-Treaſon 
was exhibiced againſt him, to the 
Grand- jury of London, but they 
return'd an /enoramus upon it. He 
was then hurried down to Oxford, 
and Methods taken, which were 
none of the moſt juſtifiable, to 
have the Bill found there; which 
being done, he was tried, con- 
demn'd and executed, proteſting 
that he knew of no Plot but that 
of the Papiſts. By ſeveral Cir- 
cumſtances in this whole Affair, 
it appear'd, that the Court was 
fully bent to have this Man's Life. 
On the ſame Day that Co/leage 
was executed, Aug. 31, Titus Oates 
was by Order of Council turn'd 
out of his Lodgings at Whitehall ;; 
and Care was now taken to make 
the whole Popiſh Plot a Matter 
of Ridicule. 

The King look'd upon the 
Earl of Shaft/bury as his greateſt 
Enemy, and was very deſirous to 
be reveng'd on him. He was ſent 
| co 
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to the Tower for High- Treaſon, 
in July, and his Trial was to come 
on at the Ol. Bailey, in Nowember ; 
but he luckily eſcap'd by the 
Grand- Jury's not finding the Bill of 
Inditment againſt him: On which 
Occaſion there were Bonfires and 
great Rejoicings in London. 

In Seotland every Thing went 
on according to the Defire of the 
Court. The Duke of Tor, as 
High-Commiſſioner, held a Par- 
hament there this Year, which 
was entirely obſequious to his Will. 
They enjoin'd a very extraordi- 
nary Te/t or Oath, which the Earl 
of Argyle refuſing to take but 
with his own Explanation, was 
condemn'd to loſe his Head; 
which he prevented at this Time, 
by eſcaping out of the Caſtle of 
Edinburgh, and retiring into Hol- 
fand. 

The King now order'd the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters to be proſe- 
cuted with all the Rigour of the 
Laws, whilſt Zeal againſt Popery 
was reckon'd Faction and Sediti- 
on. Things going on thus, the 
Duke of Jo return'd to Court, 
where he continued his Preſence 
and Influence to the End of this 


_ 
he Beginning of the Year 
1682, Thomas Thynne, Eſq; was 
aſſaſſinated in his Coach in the 
open Street, at the Inſtigation of 
Count Coningſmark, on a Quarrel 
about a Lady; for which three 
Perſons, one of them his Footman, 
were executed. | 
Numberleſs Pamphlets were at 
this Time publiſh'd by both Par- 
ties, Whigs and Tories, againſt each 
other, and Party Rage was carried 
to the utmoſt Height. The Whigs 
were as yet ſuperior in the City 
of London, but the Court found 
Means this Year to get the Lord- 
Mayor and Sheriffs choſen of the 
King's Party: Upon which the 
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Earl of Shafiſbury, thinking he 
could be no longer ſafe, retired 
to Holland, where he died ſoon 
after. Prince Rupert the King's 
Couſin, ſo often mention'd in the 
laſt Reign, died alſo this Year; 
as did Hewi the Duke of Lan. 
derdale, juſtly hated both in Ez. 
land and Scotland, for his arbitrary 
Proceedings; and Heneage Lord 
Finch the Lord-Chancellor, who 
had been created Earl of Notting. 
ham. 

Two extraordinary Ambaſſador; 
arriv'd in England this Year, one 
from the Emperor of F:z and 
Morocco, and the other from the 
King of Bantam in the Eaſ. 
Indies. | 

In May, 1683, ſeveral Aldermen 
and eminent Citizens were tried 
for a pretended Riot at the lat 
Election of Sheriffs, and condemn d 
in large Fines. A Que Warrant 
was alſo brought againſt the City, 
to call their Charter in Queſtion, 
which in the Court of King's 
Bench was adjudg'd, upon frivolous 
Pretences, to be forfeited, and the 
Franchiſes and Liberties of the 
City to be ſeized into the King's 
Hands. And the Charter was not to 
be reſtor d, but upon the City's ſub- 
mitting to ſuch Conditions as hi, 
Majeſty was pleas'd to preſcribe, 
which quite alter'd their Conſtitu- 
tion, uo Warranto's were atter- 
wards iſſu'd againſt moſt of the 
Corporations in England, which be 
ing terrified, refign'd their Char- 
ters, and accepted of new Regula- 
tions at the Pleaſure of the Court. 

What made the moſt Noiſe, 
and was attended with the ſaddeſt 
Conſequences this Year, was what15 
call'd the Rye- Houſe Plot, tho' the 
Whigs would believe this Proteſtant 
Plot no more than the Court Party 
would believe the Popiſh Plot. It 
was firſt diſcover'd in June, by Jo- 
fab and John Keeling, two Brothers; 
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and the Defign was faid to be, to 


4 ſeize the Guards, to kill the King 
n and Duke near Rye- Honſe, about 
's two Miles from Hodſadon in Hert- 
e ferulbire, as they were returning 
; from Newmarket, and to cauſe a 
” Riſing in London, and other Places. 
2 Upon the Depoſition of the Nec. 
ry lings, a Proclamation was iſſued 
rd for apprehending Col. Ram/cy, 
ho Rumbold Maſter of the Rye- Houſe, 
2 | Nelthorpe, Wade, Goode noug h, Wal- 
cot, Thompſon, Burton, and Hone. 
ar; Rumſey ſarrender'd himſelf, and 
ne upon his Confeſſion, which was 
nd confirm'd by Ve and Sheppard, 
the therewas another Proclamation for 
72 apprehending the Duke of Mon- 
mouth, the Lord Grey, Sir Thomas 
nen Armſtrong, and Robert Ferguſon. 
ied And upon the Lord Howard of 
last | Eſcrick's coming in, the Earl of 
md ex, the Lord Ruſſel, and others, 
ante were taken up. 
ity, Capt. Valcet was tried on 7uly 
ion, 12, and brought in guilty of 
101 High- Treaſon. The Lord Rel, 
low Lon to the Earl of 3 was 
| the wied the next Day; and tho' the 
the 8 Evidence againſt him was very 
ing's | !light and imperfect, yet he too 
ot to was brought in Guilty. His Caſe 
; ſub- Vas thought very hard, for he 
s his vas condemn'd only for Words 
-ribe, ſpoken by others in his Preſence. 
iſtitu- Lord Hoabard was the chief Evi- 
after. | dence, who was oblig'd to ſwear 
f the oo fave his own Life. Lord Rufe/ 
ch be- as exceedingly beloved, and 
Char- Wl many. eminent Perſons appear'd 
egula bor him, as the Duke of Somerſet, 
Court. due Earl of Angleſea, the Lords 
Noiſe, {Wi c2vendib and Ciiford, Dr. Til- 
addeſt : lotfon, and Dr. Burnet ; bat all to 
vhatis s Purpoſe. The Earl of E/7*x, 
o the che very Time of the Trial, 
teſtant found dead in the Tower with 
t Party dis Throat cut from Ear to Ear. 
ot. It the News of this was preſently 
by Jo- rought to the Old. Bailey, and 
others dum thence the Judges and Coun- 
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ſel inſinuated to the Jury the 
Reality of the Plot, ſince the Earl 
of Ehex, rather than ſtand his 
Trial, had laid violent Hands on 
himſelf: And this is thought to 
have influenced the Jury not a 
little, to give. their Verdict againſt 
Lord Ru//e/. But after all, moit 
People did then ſuſpect, and do 
ſtill, that the Earl was murder'd 
by other Hands than his own, and 
that, by Order of the King and 
Dake, who had been in the Tower 
that very Morning, where they 
had not been for many Years 
before. | 
Valcot, Hone, and Rouſe were 
executed on Jul) 20, and the 
Lord Rue the next Day. He 
was a Perſon of excellent Virtues 
and Qualities, and a very power- 
ful Interceſſion was made for him. 
His Father the Earl of Bedford. 
tis ſaid, offer'd 100, oo0 J. for his 
Life: And 'tis thought the King 
was incln'd to ſave him; but the 
Duke could not forgive him for 
the Zeal he ſhew'd for the Fxclu- 


fion-Bill; and ſo he was beheaded 


on a Scaffold in Liucolus- bnn- Fields, 
Whither he was attended by Dr. 
Tillotſon, and Dr. Burnet, ſhewing 
great Firmneſs and Reſignation to 
the laſt, and proteſting his Igno- 
rance of any Deſign againſt the 
King's Perſon, or to alter the 
Government. 

Whilſt the Trials for the Rye- 
Houſe Plot were depending, the 
Univerſity of Oxford » preſented 
their famous Decree to his Ma- 
jeſty ; a ſervile Piece of Court 
Flattery, more ſuitable to an ab- 
ſolute Monarchy, than to a limited 
one, ſuch as is that of England. 

On July 28, the Princels Anne, 
younger Daughter to the Duke of 
York, was married to Prince George, 
Brother to the King of Denmark. 

The King this Year revok'd 
the Conditions accepted by the 

| City 


City of London, and ſeizing the 

Government of it into his own 
Hands, named a Lord-Mayor and 

other Officers, to continue during 
leaſure. 

The Duke of Mconmonth, the 
King's beloved natural Son, upon 
writing in a ſubmiſſive Manner to 
his Majeſty, was pardon'd. He was 
requir'd to ſign a Letter, owning 
the Plot in general, and tacitly juſti- 
fying the Evidence againſt thoſe 
who had ſuffer'd; but he ſoon 
wit l. great Importunity demanded it 
back, and had it return'd to him : 
Upon which he was baniſh'd the 
Court, and went over to Holland; 
where the King, notwithſtanding, 
correſponded with him by Letters, 
unknown to the Duke his Bro- 
ther, and privately made him Re- 
mittances of Money. 

Col. Algernoon Sidney, Brother 
to the Earl of Leicefter, was, in 
Newember, brought to his Trial 
for the Jate Plot. He prov'd by 
the Teftimony of the Earls of 
Clare and Angleſca, Mr. Philip 
and Mr. Edward Howard, Dr. 
Burnet, and others, that the Lord 
Howard, the Witneſs againſt him, 
had confeſs'd, That he could not 
get his Pardon, till he had done 
ame other Jobbs, till be was paſt 
the Drudgery of Swearing ; but no 
Notice was taken of this. What 
was moſt urg'd againſt him, was 
a Manuſcript found among his 
Papers, on the Original and Forms 
| 7 Government, oppoſing Sir Robert 

:/mer's Notion of the abſolute 
Power of Kings, and favouring 
the Republican Scheme. Being 
condemn'd, he was beheaded on 
Dec. 7, without diſcovering the 
leaſt Weakneſs or Fear. 


There was a remarkable Froſt 


this Vear, which ſetting in about 
the Beginning of December, con- 
tinued till Feb. 5. The Thames 
was ſo frozen, that Multitudes of 
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Booths were erected and all Trade: 
exercis'd on the Ice, ſo that it 
appear'd like another City. Bur 
the Wonder is very much leſſer 
by ſuch another Froſt in 1715. 

Tangier, Part of Queen Casa. 
rine's Fondon, was, by the King's 
Order, demoliſhed this Year; which 
eas'd him of a conſiderable yearly 
Expence to preſerve it. This Year 
was alſo remarkable for the for. 
midable Siege of Vienna by the 
Turks; which was bravely rais'd, 
on September 2, by the King of 
Poland. 

As the late Sheriff Pilkingt 
had been fin'd 100,000 J. to the 
Duke, for theſe and other Word,, 
ſaid to be ſpoken againſt him, , 
Duke of Vork has fired the City, 
and is now come to cut our I hroats; 
and Mr. Samuel Fohnſon, who had 
been the Lord Ru/ePs Chaplin, 
goo Marks, for his Julian th: 
Apoſtate, a Book wrote againſt the 
high Notions of Paſſive-Obedience 


and Non-Refiſtance, which now 


prevail'd; ſo the Year 1684, was 
almoſt wholly taken up with ſuch 
Sort of Proſecutions and Penalties. 
Mr. Hampden was fin'd 40, oog! 
for a Miſdemeanor in being con 
cern'd in the late Plot, there be- 
ing but one Witneſs againſt him. 
Jobn Dutton Colt, Eſq;for uſing re. 
proachful Words of the Duke, and 
particularly for ſaying, The Dui: 
of York is a Papiſt, and befort any 
uch Papift Dog ſhall be Succrſſir 
to the Crown, [ will be hanged «t 
my own Door, was fin'd too, ooo. 
And Titus Oates was fin'd in the 
ſame Sum, for ſaying the Duke 
was a Traitor, A great mai} 
other Perſons were tried for ſpeał. 
ing ill of the King, the Duke, or 
the Government, who were fiu'd in 
large Sums, and fome of them 
illory' d. Sir George Jefferies, * 

an without Honour or Con. 
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" other Alterations had been made 
« among the Judges; and the Sheriffs 
1 of London, being now named by 
the King, impannel'd ſuch Juries 
25 were ſure to find for the Court. 
* The Earl of Danby was now re- 
* leas'd upon Bail; as were alſo the 
* three ſurviving Popiſh Lords, the 
** Lord Petre dying a little before. 
* James Holloway, taken in the 
he Wift-Indics, and brought over to 
"4 Lindon, was executed for the late 
of Plot, in April; as was Sir Thomas 
Armſtrong in June, who had been 
11 apprehended in Holland. 
* The Project of the Surrender of 
"wy Charters was compleated this Year; 
The | and *twas generally believ'd, that 
>” al the arbitrary Meaſures of the 
_ Government were owing chiefly 
40 | to the Counſels of the Duke of 
Un Int. "Tis ſaid, the King at length 
* a. his Error, and deſign'd to 
* make great Alterations. The Duke 
3 ol Jork was to be ſent beyond Sea, 
OG and the Duke of Monmouth to be 
x recall'd, and a new Parliament 
{ack was to be ſummon'd. But if he 
aries lad any ſuch Deſign, he did not 
ok | live to execute it: For he died 
AN juſt at this critical JunQure, Feb. 6, 
e be: 1034 -5, and with ſuch Circum- 
him. | 
no fe- 
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Dutt 
re aH 
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Juſtice of the Ning - Bench, and 
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ſtances, as gave ſtrong Suſpicions 
of his being STS 


poiſon'd by the Pa- 
paſts ; tho* there could be no cer- 
tain Proof of this, and the Duke 
was never ſuſpected of having any 
Hand in it. 

King Charles died in his 55th 
Year, and near 25 Years after his 
Reſtoration. He had no Children 
by his Queen, but ſeveral by his 
Miſtreſſes. By Mrs. Lucy Walters 
he had James Duke of Monmouth : 
By Mrs. Killigzreww, created Viſ- 
counteſs Shannon, Charlotte-Jemia- 
Henrietta-Maria : By Mrs. Catha- 
rine Peg, Charles Fitz-Charles Earl 
of Plymouth: By Mrs. Barbara 
Villiers, created Lady Nonſuch, 
Counteſs of Southampton and Du- 
cheſs of Cleveland, Charles Fitz- 
Roy Duke of Scuthampton, Henry 
Fitz-Roy Duke of Grafton, George 
Fitz-Roy Duke of Northumberland, 
and three Daughters: By Mrs. 
Eleanor Gavin, Charles Beauclerk © 
Duke of Sr. Albans, and James 
Beauclerk : By Louiſe de Quercuaille 
(a French racy, Ducheſs of Port, 
mouth, Charles Lenos Duke of Rich- 
mond: By Mrs. Mary Dawis, Mary. 
Tudor, married to Francis Lord 
Ratcliffe, Earl of Derawentwater. 
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ING Charles having 
no legitimate Iſſue, 
and the ſo much la- 

5 bour'd Bill of Ex- 
WS RG cu/ion coming to no- 

thing, his Brother 
the Duke of 774 of Courſe ſuc- 
ceeded to the Crown, and was 
immediately proclaim'd by the 
Name of James II. The Party 
that was againſt the Eæcluſion- 
Bill, had been for ſome Lime 
triumphant, and ſo it is no Won- 
der there was no Motion or Stir 
at the Acceſſion of this King, 
whoſe Enemies were now ſuffici- 
ently humbled and oppreſs'd. And 
indeed, if he had been as good 
as his Word in his firſt Speech 
to his Privy-Council, no body 
would have had any Occaſion to 
be uneaſy. For therein he tells 
them, that he would make it his 
Endeavour to preſerve the Govern- 
ment both in Church and State, as 
it was then eftablib'd by Law; 
that he would never invade any 
Man's Property, but would go as 
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far as any Man in preſerving the 
Nation in all its juſt Rights ani 
Liberties. But however this Speech 
was applauded by the then pre: 
vailing Party, King James \oon 
made it appear by his Conduct 
that the fulfilling his Promises 
was the fartheſt Thing from tu 
Thoughts. And indeed, it was 2 
Kind of Infatuation to {uppole, 
that he who was ſo zealous ia ti! 
Cauſe of Popery and arbitrz 
Power, when he was only Yui 
of York, ſhould purſue thoſe Mes 
ſures leſs when he came to be 
King. And therefore his gong 
publickly to Maſs the firſt Sd 
after his Acceſſion was no lud 
ſtrange Thing, conſidering 19 
many Years he had openly ie 
feſs'd the Popiſh Religion. = 
was more to be. wonder'd at, 5 


that he ſhould, without any Ne- 


ceſſity, expole the Infincerity 0 
the King his Brother, in his te, 
peated Aſſurances of his Keg 
tor the Proteſtant Religion, o 


cauling it to be publiſh'd, _ 
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ing the The King and Queen were 5001. to ſtand twice in the Pillory, 
bes and trown'd by Archbiſhop Sancrof7, and to be whipp'd in the fame 
Speech on St. George's Day, April 23, Manner as Oates; which was exe- 
n pie (168 5.) The King would not re- cuted, tho” with leſs Severity. As 
'; 1001 WE ceive the Sacrament, but all the he was returning in a Coach from 
onduc. reſt was done in the Proteſtant his ſecond Whipping, he was in- 
rome: Form; his Priefts, doubtleſs, diſ- ſulted by one Frances, to whom 
om tv! Wl penſigghawith him in this, as well he made a proper Reply ; upon 
t wa in the Coronation-Oath. which, Frances thruſt His Cane into 
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as 4 Catholick, and dy'd a Ca- 
tholick ; which can no otherwiſe 
be accounted for, but from his ex- 
ceſſive Zeal for his Religion. And to 
ronfirm it the more, that Charles II. 
was a Papiſt, a little Chapel was 
ſhewn, adjoining to the King's 
Cloſet, where he uſed to go pri- 
vately to Maſs. As theſe Things 
were enough to ſhew what was to 
be expected from King James 
with regard to Religion, ſo his 
requiring by Proclamation, that 
the Cuſtoms, and Duties , granted 
to the late King only for his 
Life, ſhould continue to be levy'd, 
ſhew'd what Regard he had to 
the Liberties of the Nation, ſince 


| this was a manifeſt Violation of 
| the Conſtitution; by which no 
Money can be levy'd but by Act 


of Parliament; and it was one 
main Cauſe of the Troubles in his 
Father's Reign. 


King James now thought fit to 
ſhew his Reſentment againſt the 
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the Turn of the Times, than to 
the Merits of the Cauſe; and by 
the Cruelty of his Sentence it ap- 
pears, that there was more of Re- 
venge than juſtice in this whole 
Affair. Such a Sentence was never 
heard of before, and was as ri- 
gorouſly executed. He was to pay 
i000 Marks on each Indictment, 
to be ſtript of his canonical Habit, 
to ſtand twice in the Pillory, and 
hve Times a Year afterwards as 
long as he liv'd, to be impriſon'd 
for Life; and to be whipp'd firſt 
from Aldgate to Newgate, and the 
very next Day but one, from New- 
gate to Tyburn : Which was exe- 
cuted with the utmoſt Severity, 
ſo that he ſwooned away ſeveral 
Times, and 'twas next to a Mi- 
racle that he came off with his 
Lite. 

Thomas Dangerfield was tried 
ſoon after, and ſentenc'd to pay 


the poor Man's Eye with ſuch a 
Force, that he died in Torment in 


bitten Witneſſes for the Popiſh Plot. a very ſhort Time; for which 
g Tr The famous Titus Oates was, on the Villain Frances was deſervedly 
le Mes- 


May 8 and q, tried before the 


hanged. 


— 


— | 
Rees 


1 
he, 
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8 „Lord Chief-Juſtice e for Mr. Baxter, an eminent Preſby- 
S going Perjury in relation to two Cir- terian Divine, was tried at the 
t Sund cunſtances of his Evidence. The ſame Time, for ſome Paſſages in 
no ud Witneſſes againſt him were almoſt his Writings, as alledged, reflecting 
ng bos all Papiſts, and ſeminary Prieits on the Prelates of the Church of 
nly Pie and Jeſuits from St. Omers. The England. Jefferies behav'd to- 
Why Palion and Partiality of Jefferies wards this grave old Man more 
d at, > WF and the Counſel were very mani- like a Bully than a Judge. He 
any Ne felt. Both he and they had for- was fin'd 5 Marks, and bound 


cerity 0 
1 his le. 
zion, ö 
|, chat l 

II 


merly ſupported Oates's Evidence 
in the Popiſh Plot againſt theſe 
very Witneſſes: Which ſhews, that 

being caſt was more owing to 


to his good Behaviour for ſeven 
Years. | 
The Parliament of Scotland met 


on the Day of the Coronation, 
which, 
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which, ſtill obſequious to the 
Court, paſs'd an Act, making it 
High-Treaſon to give, take, or 
defend the National Covenant, or 
the Solemn League and Covenant; 
and another againſt Houſe and 
Field-Conwenticlers (who were the 


zealous Preſbyterians,. in the Act 


call'd Fanaticks) ordaining,that ſuch. 
as ſhould hercafter preach at ſuch. 


Conventicles, or be preſent at Field- 
Conventicles, ſhould be puniſhed 
with Death, 

In England, the Parliament (the 
only one in this Reign) met on 
May 19. It chiefly conſiſted of 
ſuch as were call'd Tories, who, 
tho'they had no Deſign againſt the 
Proteſtant Religion, yet, relying too 
much on the King's Promiſes in 
His Speech, granted him ſuch a 
Revenue as he deſir'd, which en- 
abled him afterwards to govern 
without. a Parliament. His Pro- 
miſes, in relation to the Church of 
England, and the Rights and Pro- 
perties of the Subject, were the 
ſame as thoſe made to his Privy 
Council, and in the ſame Words. 

The Beginning of King 7ames's 
Reign was diſturb'd by two In- 


vaſions, one in Scotland, the other 


in England; which were both al- 
moſt as ſoon defeated as under- 
taken. The Earl of Argyle, with a 
{mall Company, but Arms for 5000 
Men, fail'd from Holland the Be- 
ginning of May, and made a-De- 

ent upon Scotland. His Friends 
did not come in to him as he 
expected; however, he made a ſhift 
to get together about 2000 Men; 
who being ſoon hotly purſu'd by 
the King's Forces, diſpers'd, and 
Argyle running into a Water up 
to the Neck to eſcape his Purſuers, 
was taken by a Countryman who 
ran in after him, and knock'd him 
down. This unfortunate Noble- 


man (whoſe Caſe was to be pitied, 


conſidering his former unjuſt Sen- 
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tence, which made him fly hr 


Country) being thus ſeiz'd, wa; 
ignomin!guſly brought to EA. 
burgh, where his Head was cut 
off, and ſet upon the Tolbocth there 
Rumbold, the old Maſter of Ry. 
Houſe, who had fled for the late 
Plot, and ſome others, were aʃ0 
taken and executed. 

The Duke of Monmouth, at the 
Solicitations of the E-g/i/> Exile 
in Holland, had agreed with Aren, 
to invade England at the ſame 
Time. He accordingly ſail'd ou: 
of the Texel on May 24, and afte- 
"oy been detain d 19 Days 
Sea, landed at Lyme in Derſettin 
on June 11, with about 80 Fol. 
lowers, who by the coming in ct 
the People in the Wet were (oor 
increas'd to an Army of 2000. 01 
the 18th he came to Taunton, where 
he was receiv'd with loud Acclz- 
mations; and his Forces ſtill con. 
ſiderably increaſing, he took cn 
him the Title of King, 'and wa 
proclaim'd at Taunton, on the 
zoth, by the Name of J. 
The next Day he march'd t 
Bridgewater, and was there re. 
ceiv'd and proclaim'd as at Ja. 
ton, his Army now conſiſting of 
about ; but they were mol: 
of them raw and undiſciplin'd 
Men, and he wanted proper Ot 
cers to command them, ſcarce 
any but the lower Sort of Feo— 
ple having join'd him. His pe- 
tended Reign was but very ſhort: 
For engaging the King's Force: 
at Sedgemore near Bridgewater, on 
Fuly 6, he was entirely defeated 
zoo being kill'd on the Spot, 100% 
in the Purſuit, and as many made 
Priſoners. The Horſe fied at the 
firſt Charge, which was thought te 
be owing to the Inexperience, ot 
Cowardice, or Treachery of tht 
Lord Grey, who commanded them, 
and being taken, readily obtain d 
the King's Pardon, The 1 
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nate Duke, who had fought ſtoutly 
for ſome Time at the Head of 
the Foot, was two Days after the 
Fight found in a Ditch cover'd 
with Fern, with ſome green Peaſe 
in his Pocket. Being brought to 
London, he wrote to the King, 
moſt humbly imploring his Par- 
don, and to the Queen Dowager, 


| to intercede for him: Which ſhe 


did, and prevail'd on the King 
to ſee the Duke, not doubting but 
his Pardon would follow of Courle : 
But it was quite otherwiſe. For 
after he had made him ſign a Pa- 

r, declaring that King Charles 

d told him he was never mar- 
ried to his Mother, he let him 
know he muit prepare to die: 
And ſo the Dake finding no Re- 
medy, tho' he had moſt ſubmiſſive- 
ly, not to ſay abjectly, begg'd his 
Life, roſe from the King's Feet 
witk an Air of Bravery, and was 
conducted to the Tower; from 


| whence he was brought out and 


belcaded on July 15, receiving 


s five Strokes of the Axe before his 


Head was ſever'd from his Body. 

And now 7:f:rics was ſent with 
a ſpecial Commiſſion into the /, 
totry the unhappy Perſons who had 
been any ways concern'd in this 
raſh and ull-concerted Rebellion. 
Col. Kirk attended him with a 
Body of Troops to keep the Peo- 
ple in Awe. They were both of 
a Diſpoſition equally cruel and 
bloody, and exhibited ſuch 4 ſhock- 
ing Scene of Barbarity, as was 
ſcarce ever known in Eagland. They 
hang; d Men by Scores in the moſt 
inſulting and inhuman Manner. 
Kirk caus'd zo to be hang'd at 
once, in Sight of himſelf and Of- 
fers at Dinner: Ten were turn'd 
off wich a Health to the King, 
io with a Health to the Queen, 
and 10 with a Health to Jefferies. 
Mrs. Liſe, an antient Gentle- 
Woman, was beheaded for har- 


. 
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bouring a Preſbyterian Miniſter of 
Monmouth's Party. The Jury, not 
ſatisfied with the Evidence, brought 
her in three Times Not guilty ; but 
Jefferies, by his Threats, made 
them at laſt find her Guilty. Many 
other Inſtances are given of the 
brutiſh Cruelty of this Judge, and 
bis military Affiſtant. In ſhort, 
ſome Hundreds were executed, and 
the Vet became like a Shambles, 
by their Quarters being fix'd up 
in the Roads and publick Places, 
FJefferics boaſted, on this Occaſion, 
that he had hang'd more than all 
the Judges fince William the Con- 
queror; and at his Return from 
this bloody Work, he was re- 
warded with the Office of Lord 
High-Chancellor. 

The ſame Spirit of Revenge 
ſhew'd iticlf in Londen, where Mrs. 
Gaunt was burnt ior harbouring one 
of Monmouth's Adherents: The Vil- 
lain himſelf inform'd againſt her 
for his Pardon, at the Time ſhe was 
contriving Means for his Eſcape. 
Four or five Men were executed 
at Tyburn for the like Crime, or 
for being concern'd in the Rye- 
Howe Plot. For this latter, Alder- 
man Cor»i/h was executed in Cheap 


fade, tho“ he had ſcarce been men- 


tion'd in that Affair. But any 
Evidence now fery'd to condemn 
him, and as he had been very 
active againſt the Popiſh Conſpira- 
tors when he was Sheriff, he was 
not now to be forgiven. Charles 
Bateman, a Surgeon, was hanged 
for the ſame Crime; tho' 'twas 
thought the chief Cauſe of Re- 
ſentment againſt him, was the great 
Care he took of Dr. Oates, in 
curing his Wounds after his cruel 
Whipping. His Caſe was very 
extraordinary, for loſing his Senſes 
in his Confinement, and appearing 
quite lunatick in Court, his Son 
was appointed to plead for him, 
King James, now freed from the 

B b 2 Danger 
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Danger he was in from Monmouth's 
Rebellion, and being in a State of 
perfect Tranquillity, be ſoon 
to diſcover his Deſign of eſtabliſh- 
ing Popery in his Dominions. 
The Scheme had been form'd long 
before, even whilſt he was Duke 
of York; but now firſt openly at- 
tempted. He began in Leland, 
where he diſſolv'd the Privy-Coun- 
cil, and appointed a new one with 
ſeveral Papiſts in it, who ſoon be- 
came the Majority. And now 
Impeachments became frequent a- 
gainſt the Proteſtants, on Pretence, 
either of the Rye-Houſe Plot, or of 
their having favour'd Monmouth's 
Deſigns. They were likewiſe 
everywhere diſarm'd, whilſt Means 
were found of having a ſtanding 
Army of Papiſts there. Col. Ni- 
chard Talbot, afterwards Earl of 
Tyrconnel, by caſhiering ſuch Offi- 
cers and Soldiers as bi thought 
fit, and putting others in their 
Room, of a Proteſtant Army made 
it by Degrees a Popiſh one. And 
tis remarkable, that Oates, in his 
Narrative, mentions him as deſtin'd 
to this very Service. 

In England the King could not 
proceed ſo faſt, and yet could not 
forbear opening his Deſign in Part 
40 his Parliament, which, after 
ſeveral Adjournments, met on No- 
vember 9. He demanded a Supply 
for keeping up his Army, which 
he had increas'd to 15,000 Men, 
tho“ the Nation was in perfect 
Peace; and bad them not take Ex- 
ceptions, that he had ſome Officers 
in his Army not qualify'd accord- 
ing to the late Te/?s, declaring his 
Reſolution to employ them ſtill. 
Both Houſes and the whole King- 
dom were ſurprized at this Speech, 
and the Oppoſers of the late B. “/ 
/ Excluſion began now a little to 
open their Eyes. The Commons 
indeed voted him a Supply, but 
.could not reliſh the employing 

I 


* 


Popiſh Officers in the Army, con- 

to the known Law of the 
Land, and addreſs'd the King 
againſt it; at which he was greatly 


offended. And tho' they offer d 
to indemnify thoſe already employ. 
ed, and by another Act to qualify 
a certain Number whom the King 
ſhould name; yet rather then have 
his pretended Right of diſpenſing 
with the Laws conteſted, he, on 
Nov. 20, prorogu'd the Parlia- 
ment; by which he loſt the Sup. 


ply the Commons had voted: But 


they had been fo liberal to him 
before, that he did not want it for 
the ſtanding Army he intended, 
and did accordingly keep up. 

In December, Henry Booth Lord 
Delamere was tried by the Peers 
for correſponding with Monmouth, 
and acquitted. The Earl of Scan- 


Ford was diſcharg'd upon Bail, and 


afterwards laid hold on the gene- 
ral Pardon. 

The. Earl of Arlington dying 
this Year, the Earl of Mulgrave 
ſucceeded him in the Office df 
Lord-Chamberlain ; and the Earl 
of Surderland, Principal Secretary 
of State, was made Preſident 
the Council, and became in Et- 
fect Prime- Miniſter. 

All the reſt of King James 
Reign, till he met with a provi 
dential Check from the Enterprize 
of the Prince of Orange, was 
wholly employ'd in Meatures to 
make himſelf abſolute and eſtabliſh 
Popery. He thought himſelf jure 
of Scotiand, where the Parlia- 
ment had advanced the Prerogathe 
higher than had ever been known, 
even to the declaring and recog: 
nizing the King's ab/e/ute Perce 
and Authority. Yet, when in h 
Letter to them, in April, 1060, 
he deſir' d them to free his Roman 
Catholick Subjects from the Re- 
{traints they lay under, they thought 


fit not to comply. Upon * 
. 


Cloſet, 1 
Chſeting 
thoſe ou 
tory, anc 
others v 
He alſo 
| admitting 
of Wards 
who had 
the Popi 
Dover ant 
Catholick 
he had n 
of the A 
to carry 
In Cor 
Decifion, 
penſe wit| 
began eve 
publick Ez 
the Jeſuits 
deminaries 
Towns; f. 
publickly Ci 
Chapel; N 
Habits of 
at Whiteh 
Numbers c 
cular Pri, 
rom fore 
not long be 
Lords. Lieut 
Popiſh Juſti 
Other Popi 
England; a 
vr Profit 
Pilts, or Pe 
Lic Proteſl; 


1 A M 


he diffolv'd them, and did this 
afterwards by his own ſole Au- 


N thority, and by Virtue of that ab- 
folute Poaver, which they had pre- 
4 poſterouſly acknowledged. 
1 In England, where the Parlia- 
8 ment not been quite ſo com- 
** plaiſant, the firſt Step he took was 
* to get the Judges to declare their 
ok Opinion in favour of his Diſ- 
- penſing Power. This he did, by 
1 ſending for them one by one, and 
TY talking with them privately in his 
* Cloſet, whence the odious Term 
led Chſeting had its Riſe ; by turning 
, thoſe out whom he found refrac- 
pe tory, and filling their Places with 
d others who were more pliable. 
ok He alſo new model'd his Council, 
3 admitting into it, the Lord Arundel 
1 of Vardour, and the Lord Bellafes, 
3 who had both been impeach'd for 
: the Popiſh Plot, and the Lord 
Ex Dover and Earl of TJyrconnel, both 
r Catholicks; the latter of whom 
dos he had made Lieutenant-General 
"Ball of the Army in Tre/and, in order 
TTY to carry on the Work there. 
6. In Conſequence of the Judges 
: Pe. Deciſion, that the King might diſ- 
penſe with the Laws, the Papilts 
1 began every where to ſet up the 
provi | publick Exerciſe of their Religion; 
.rprize the Jeſuits erected Colleges and 
Get” deminaries in all the principal 
res to towns; four Popiſh Biſhops were 
Qablifh publickly conſecrated in the King's- 
If ſure Capel ; Monks appear'd in the 
Parlia- Habits of their reſpective Orders, 
ogatire at Whitehall] and St. James's, 
known, Numbers of them, as well as of 
ee cular Prieſts, being call'd over 
Ponuer rom foreign Parts: And it was 


his ee long before there were Popiſh 
Lords-Lieutenants of Counties, 


| 12 Popiſh Juſtices of the Peace, and 
he Re- Other Popiſh Magiſtrates all over 
thought Erzland; and all Places of Honour 
\ winch BE” Profit were beſtow'd upon Pa- 


Pits, or Perſons popiſhly affected, 
due Protellants being remov'd to 
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make Way for them. The King's 
Zeal for eſtabliſhing his Religion 
was unbounded, and he was alſo 
puſh'd on by the Queen, as 'tis 
ſaid, and his other Popiſh Coun- 
ſellors, particularly Father Petre, 
his Confeſſor, whom he at length 
admitted into his Privy- Council; 
but the more conſiderate Catho- 
licks were afraid that he would 
ruin all by proceeding fo faſt. 
Whilft the Papiſts had free Li- 
berty to ſay what they pleas'd in 
their Sermons and Writings, an 
Order came out to prohibit the 
inferior Clergy's preaching on con- 
troverted Points of Religion. But 
this Order being but little re- 
garded, the Divines of the Church 
of England continu'd to exert their 
Talents to the grea'eſt Advantage, 
in Defence of their Relig:on, a- 
gainſt the Errors of Popery. Tillot- 
ſon, Stilling fleet, Tenniſon, Patrick, 
Sharp and others, to their immortal 
Honour, ſhone on this Occaſion, 


But the better to reſtrain the 


Clergy, the King erected a Com- 


mi ſſion for Ecclefiaſtical Affairs, | 
conſiſting of the Archbiſhop: of 
Canterbury (who would never act 


in it) and two other Biſhops ; the 
reſt being Laymen, and ſome of 
them Papiſts. Three had Power 
to act, of whom Jefferies was al- 
ways to be one. Before this new 
Court Dr. Compton Biſhop of Len- 
don was cited, in Aug. 1686, and 
ſuſpended from his Epiſcopal Of- 
fice, for refuſing to ſuſpend Dr. 
Sharp, who had preach'd againſt 
Popery in Vindication of the 
Church of England. 

Whilt the King was thus im- 
petuouſly purſuing his Popiſh Mea- 
ſures, tho' the Nation was in a 
profound Peace, he had an Army 
of 15,000 Men encamp'd on 
Hounſ/low- Heath, under the Earl 
of Fewverſham : And in the W's 
was a publick Chapel, where Mats 

B b 3 Was 
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was ſaid every Day. This ſeem'd 
plainly to indicate, that he in- 
tended to' make uſe of Force, if 
he could not bring his Meaſures 
to bear without it: Which put 
Mr. Johnſon, mention'd in the lat 
Reign, upon publiſhing an Ad- 
dreſs to the Proteſtant Officers and 
Soldiers in the Army, exhorting 
them not' to be the 'Tools of the 
Court for ſubverting their Reli- 

jon and Liberties, For this, after 

ving been ſolemnly degraded, he 
ſtood thrice in the Pillory, was 
whipp'd from Newgate to 7 yburn, 
and fin'd 5oo Marks. But this 
Writing —_ diſpers'd in the 
Army, made ſuch an Impreſſion, 
that twas thought it tended not 
alittle to the Defection that hap- 

'd in it afterwards. 

Miles Prance, who was a Papiſt, 
being brought to his Trial for 
Perjury in relation to his Depo- 
fitions about Sir Edmundbury God- 
frey's Murder, upon his pleading 
Guilty, had his Sentence greatly 
mitigated, the wks Part be- 
ing wholly remitted. 
heſides the publick Meaſures 

the King ſo vigorouſly took for 

the Caufe of Popery, his private 
Endeavours were not wanting to 
make Proſelytes among his Cour- 
tiers. The Earl of Sunderland was 
brought over, or at leaſt pretended 
to be ſo; and ſome have thought 
he did it, the more effectually to 
undermine the King's Projects. But 
the Earls of Rocheſter and Claren— 
don, Brothers-in-Law to the King, 
remain'd firm; for which the for- 
mer loſt the Treaſurerſhip, which 
was put in Commiſſion; aud the 
latter the Privy-Seal, which was 
given to Lord Arundel, a Papiſt. 

The King's Zeal alſo put him 
upon ſending the Earl of Ce- 


main on a ſolemn Embaſſy to the 


Pope, in order to reconcile the 


three Nations to the Holy See, 
3 


. 

But Innocent XI. having m 
Senſe than James, ſeein 1 = 
practicability of his Undertaking, 
and having alſo a Quarrel with 
the French King, who was in 
cloſe Friendſhip with the King of 
England, gave the Ambaſlador 2 
very cold Reception. Whenever 
he was to have an Audience, the 
Pope had a Fit of Coughing ready 
at hand to hinder it; which was 
repeated ſo often, that the Earl 
threatned to depart. The Pope 
only ſent him Word, that nc 
he had a Mind to go, he woult 
adviſe him to ſet out early in the 
Morning, and reſt at Noon, becauſ: 
it Was dangerous travelling in 
that Country in the Heat of the 
Day. 

In the Beginning of the Year 
1687, the King ſent his Declara- 
tion into Scotland, ſuſpending, by 
Vutue of his ſovereign Authority, 
Prerogative Royal, and abſolute 
Power, all Laws againſt the Ca. 
tholicks. And on April 4, he 
publiſh'd the like Declaration for 
Liberty of Conſcience in England, 
only not in quite ſo high a Stile, 
It is not ſtrange, that the ſeveral 
Sects of Proteſtant Diſſenters ſhould 
at firſt preſent Addreſſes of Thanks 
for this Indulgence, as they found 
a preſent Eaſe in it: But afterwards 
reflecting more maturely upon the 
King's Deſign, the beſt Part of 
them ſaw the Snare that was laid 
for the whole Proteſtant Intcrelt 
in the Kingdom; and notwit!- 
ſtanding the King's Endeavours to 
divide them, both Church of Eng- 
land and Diſſenters united for their 
common Safety ; Paſſive-Obedience 
and Non-Refiftance being now 
once more out of Faſhion, which 
had been inculcated as an eſſen- 
tial Doctrine of the Church. 

The King ſent a Mandate to 
the Univerſity of Cambridge, 10 


admit one Alban Francis, a Bent- 
didtiu 
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Zine Monk, to the Degree of 
Maſter of Arts, without taking 
the Oaths ; which the Univer/ity 
refuling to do, the Vice-Chan- 
cellor was depriv'd of his Office 
by the Eccleſiaſtical Commiſſioners. 

But the Affair of Magdalen- 
College in Oxford made the great- 
eſt Noiſe. The Preſidentſhip of 
that College being vacant, the 
King ſent his Mandate to the 
Vice-Preſident and Fellows, to 
ele&t one Anthony Farmer, a Man 
of ill Fame, who had promis'd to 
declare himſelf a Catholick, into 
that Office. The College refus'd 
to comply, as being contrary to 
their Statutes, and choſe Dr. 
Heugh. Upon this, the Vice- 
preſident and Fellows were ſum- 


mon'd before the Eccleſiaſtical 
Commiſſioners, who ſuſpended the 


Vice-Preſident and ene of the 
Fellows, and depriv'd the new 
Preſident; But their Allegations 
zpanſ Farmer appearing juſt, the 


King ſent them a ſecond Man- 


date to ele&t Dr. Parker, Biſho 
of Oxford, who was a N 
Courtier, and a reputed Papiſt. 
The Fellows flicking to their firſt 
Choice, would obey this Mandate 
no more than the former : Which 
made the King reſolve to go to 
Oxford and conquer their Obſti- 
nacy by his Preſence. But all his 
paſhonate Threatnings could not: 
prevail: The Fellows remain'd 
rm, for which 25 (all but two 
of the whole Body) were expell'd 
and depriv'd of their Fellowſhips. 
Dr. Hough refuſing to put Parker 
m Poſſeſſion of his Lodgings, the 
Doors were broke open ; and the 
depriv'd Fellows had their Places 
fupply'd by Papiſts. This Dr. 
gb was the late venerable 
a. of Worceſter, who died in 
[43 | 

The King did all he could to 
un the Members of- Parliament, 
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and induce them to aboliſh the 
Penal Laws and Teſt, or authorize 
his Diſpenſing Power. He cloſct- 
ed them, and uſed Promiſes and 
Threats to bring them to a Com- 
pliance; but all proving in vain, 
he diflolv'd them on Fuly 2. 
After this he try'd all Manner 
of Ways to get a new Parlia- 
ment to his Mind, particularly by 
Luo Warranto's and new-model. 
wg Corporations. But after all, 
ſuch was the Diſpoſition of the 

Generality of the Nation, and ſuch 
their Averſion to Popery and 
arbitrary Power, which they ſaw 
it was his Deſign to eſtabliſh, that 
he never durſt venture to call 
another Parliament. 

On July 3, Ferdinand Dada, 
who had been about the King's 
Perſon ever ſince his Acceſſion, 
being inveſted with the Character 
of the Pope's Nuncio in England, 
made his publick Entry at Windſor 
with all the Formality of a Popiſh 
Proceſſion ; tho” 'twas High-'Trea- 
ſon by the Laws, for any one to 
aſſume that Character. 

At the ſame Time that the 
King was thus labouring to in- 
troduce Popery, he receiv'd into 
his Protection, and very charitably 
reliev'd, Multitudes of French Pro- 
teſtants, whom Perſecution had 
forced to fly their native Coun- 
try. 

The King had a great Deſire 
to know the Opinion of the Prince 
and Princeſs of Orange concerning 
the Penal Laws and Teſt, not 
doubting but, if they were for 
their Repeal, it woùld have a great 
Weight with a new Parliament. 
The Matter was at firſt manag'd 
with great Secrecy by one Mr, 
Stuart, who by the King's private 
Direction wrote to Penſionary Fagel 
about it. At laſt ſome Circum- 
ſtances occaſion'd it to be made 
publick, to the King's great Mor- 
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ification, as it let the World 

ow, how "contrary the Senti- 
ments of the Prince and Princeſs 
were, to thoſe of the King their 
Father. For they directed Pen- 
fionary Fagel to declare, That 


tho' — were for a full Liberty 


of Conſcience, and againſt any 
one's being puniſh'd or ill uſeds 
for differing from the eftabliſh'd 
Religion; yet as to the Teſt, and 
thoſe other Penal Laws, that were 
made for the Security of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, they were againſt 
their being repeal'd, ſince the 
Papifts receiv'd no other Prejudice 
from them, than the being ex- 
cluded from both Houſes of Par- 
liament, and from publick Em- 
ployments. 

This Year put an End to the 
Life of the famous George Villiers, 
Duke of Buckingham. He had of 
late made but a contemptible Fi- 
gure, and died obſcurely in York- 
fire, after having ſquander'd a- 
way his Eſtate by his extravagant 
Courſes. 

The Proteſtants, in the Midſt 
of their Danger, were in Hopes 
that the King being in Years 
would not live much longer, and 
that the Acceſſion of the Princeſs 
of Orange, who was preſumptive 
Heir to the Crown, would ſet all 
Things right again. But their 
Hopes ſeem'd quite extinguiſh'd, 
when a Proclamation was pub- 
Iſh'd, on Jan. 2, 1687 -8, that 
the Queen was with Child, and 
ordering a Thankſgiving on that 
Account. The extravagant Joy 
of the Papiſts on this Occaſion, 
the ſanguine Hopes of the Jeſuits, 
who gave out-that this Conception 


Was miraculous, andthe Effect of a 


Vow to our Lady of Loretto, and 
that the Queen would certainly 
have a Prince, made the Gene- 
rality of the Proteſtants, whoſe In- 
tereſt it was to have no ſuch Birth, 


3 

entertain Suſpicions of this Preg. 

nancy, and that the Papiſts Were 

going to impoſe an Heir on the 
ation, 

The King ſeeing no Hopes of 
having a Parliament at his De- 
votion, and that nothing would 
do but Force, began to augment 
his Army and Fleet, and the new 
Commiſſions were almoſt all be. 
ſtow'd' on Popiſh Officers. He 
afterwards order'd ſome entire 
Regiments from 7eland, and fills 
up the Vacancies in the Eng/// 
Regiments with 14 and Popiſh 
Officers and Soldiers ; which gave 
a general Diſguſt to the Army, 
and Lampoons and Ballads were 
made againſt the /-;/>, whom the 
Engliſ hated ever ſince the bloody 
Maſſacre in 1641. 

On April 27, 1688, came out 
a ſecond Declaration for Liberty if 
Conſcience, which the Biſhops were 
order'd to fee read in all Churches 
and Chapels. Some few Biſhops 
obey'd, and it was read in a 
few Churches, when the Congre- 
gations generally went out, But 
Sancroft Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
Lloyd Biſhop of Sr. Aſath, Vn 
of Bath and Wells, Turner of 
Ely, Lake of Chicheſter, Whit of 
Peterborough, and Trelawny of 
Briſtol, after ſome Conſultation, 
reſolv'd not to obey the Order, 
and went and preſented a Petition 
to the King againſt it. 'They were 
upon this, June 8, ſummon'd be- 
fore the Council, and adhering 
to their Petition, were ſent to the 
Tower, privately, as it were, by 
Water ; but this did not hinder 
Multitudes flocking to the Water- 
Side, deſiring their Bleſſing, and 
applauding and encouraging their 
Conſtancy. 

Two Days after, June 10, the 
Queen was ſaid to be deliver'd 
of a Prince (the preſent Pretender.) 
Many believed then, and ſtill be- 


heve, 
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Bere, that this was a ſuppoſititious 
Child. It is certain, there were 
a great many myſterious Circum- 
fances in relation to both the 
Pregnancy and the Lying-in: And 
tho the King and Queen knew 
the general Suſpicions of the Peo- 
ple, yet they took no Methods 
to remove thoſe Suſpicions, but 
by their Management rather in- 
creas'd them. The Princeſs Anne 
was then at the Bath, the Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury in the Tower, 
and the Dutch Ambaſſador was 
not call'd to be a Witneſs for the 
Princeſs of Orange. And ſome 
Time after, when the King thought 
fit to have ſeveral Witneſſes exa- 
min'd in Council, and their De- 
poſitions ſolemnly taken, to prove 
the Reality of the Birth, the 
Proofs were of ſuch a Nature as 
render'd it ftill more doubtful. 
However this may be ſaid, that 
Circumſtances, which otherwiſe 
would be thought to have little or 
nothing in them, in caſe of a ge- 
neral Suſpicion, are uſually applied 
to confirm that Suſpicion. 

The ſeven Biſhops, who, on 
Tune 15, were diſcharged from 
the Tower upon their own Re- 
copnizance, were on the 29th 
tried at the King's- Bench Bar, for 
a Libel againſt the King and his 
Government, as their Petition was 
cald. Two of the Judges, Wright 
and Allibone, gave their Opinion 
that it was a Libel; and the two 
others, Holloway and Poavell, that 
it was not. In the End the Jury 
acquitted them, when We/tminſter- 
Hall reſounded with Shouts of 
Joy, which preſently ſpread them- 
ſelves thro' the Cities of Veſt- 
min ſſer and London, and then thro? 
the whole Kinzdom. As ſoon as 
the News reach'd the Camp on 
Founflbw-Heath, the Soldiers made 
loud Rejoicings even in the Hear- 
ing of the . who was there 
at that Time; and to ſhew how 


tion of all. 
the Lord Litchfic/a"s Regiment, he 


— 


of their Places. 


Theſe repeated Mortifications 
put the King upon making Trial 
of his Army, on which Occaſion 
he receiv'd the greateſt Mortifica- 
For beginning with 


order'd them to take their Arms; 
and immediately commanded ſuch 
Officers and Soldiers, as would not 
contribute to the Repeal of the 
Penal Laws and Teſt, to lay 
them down; which they all did 


except two Captains, and a few 


Popiſh Soldiers: At which he was 
ſo aſtoniſh'd, that he ſtood ſpeech- 
leſs for a while, and then bad 
them take up their Arms again, 


adding with a ſullen Air, that he 


ewould not hereafter do them the 


Honour to aſk their Advice. His 


only Expedient now was to new- 
model his Forces, which he began 
to do by caſhiering Proteſtants and 
putting Papiſts in their Room; 
but this only diſguſted the whole 
Army the more. The Fleet was 
no better diſpos'd to favour the 
Views of the King; for Vice- 
Admiral Sictland attempting to 
have Maſs ſaid on board his Ship, 
it occaſion'd ſuch a Diſturbance 
among the Sailors, that they were 
with Difficulty reſtrain'd from 
throwing the Prieſts over-board. 
After the Birth, real or pre- 
tended, of a Prince of Yates, the 
beſt Part of the Nation, Tories 
as well as Whigs, began in earneſt 
to think of Means for preſerving 
their Religion and Liberties from 
being utterly deſtroy d: For now 
the Danger from Popery and ar- 
bitrary Power was not likely to 
end with the King's Life, but to 
be perpetuated by Means of this 
Birth. In this Situation, a great 
many Perſons of Eminence and In- 


tereſt 
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much he reſented the Acquittal 
of the Biſhops, he immediately 
turn' d Holloway and Powell out 
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tereſt in the Kingdom, both Clergy 
and Laity, began to turn their Eyes 
towards Holland, and to take Mea- 
ſures for inviting over the Prince 
of Orange, in order to put him at 
the Head of the Party againſt the 
King, which was indeed the main 
Body of the Nation. Several of 
the Nobility and Gentry going a- 
broad on various Pretences, waited 
on the Prince at the Hague, and 
by this Means ſuch a ſecret Corre - 
ſpondence was held with the great 
and leading Men of the Kingdom, 
as in a ſhort Time produc'd a 
wondertul Revolution, and a happy 
Deliverance for this Proteſtant 
Country. And ſuch was the Situ- 
ation of Affairs in Europe at that 
'Time, on Account of the ambiti- 
ous Views of France, which King 
James was ſure to favour, that not 
only the Proteſtant but Roman Ca- 
tholick Powers deſir d a Revolu- 
tion in England, and even Pope 
Innocent XI. who was call'd the 
Proteſtant Pope, wiſh'd well to the 


Deſign. Thoſe who went over to 


Holland, and there promoted this 
Enterprize, among many others, 
were the following, Mr. S7dney, 
Brother to Col. Algernon Sidney 
(beheaded in the late Reign) Sir 
Robert Peyton, Sir Rexuland Gwyn, 
Dr. Burnet, Lord Wharton, Col. 
Sidney Uncle to the Earl of Sun- 
derland, Lord Dunblain Son to 


the Earl of Danby, the Earls of 


Shrewſbury and Macclesfield, Ad- 
miral Herbert, his Couſin Mr. 
Herbert, Mr. Rujjel, Major Vi- 
Man, the Lords Mordaunt and 
Pawlet, and the Earl of Wilthrre. 
The principal Perſons with whom 
they correſponded in England, 
were the Earls of Danby, Dewon- 
Hire, and Dorſet, the Lords Lowe- 
Jace and Delamcire, the Duke of 
Norfolk, the Marqueſs of Halliſuæ, 
the Marqueſs of Winchefter, the 
Lord Villougdy, Mr. Leſter, Mr. 
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Hambden, Mr. Powle, and others, 
with ſeveral eminent Citizens of 
London, The Biſhop of London, 
and à great many others were 
likewiſe hearty in the Deſign, 
which was manag'd with great 
Secreſy at firſt, both at London and 
the Hague; but when it came to 
be known, was approv'd in a Man. 
ner by the whole Nation, and [ 
may fay by all Europe except France. 

The States-General having re- 
foly*d to aſſiſt the Prince of Orange, 
great Preparations were made in 
Holland for his Expedition, which 
were colour'd by various Preten. 
ces, and King James would not 
believe for ſome Time, that the 
Storm threatned him, However, 
the King of France gave him 
timely Notice of what was ap. 
prehended, and, tis ſaid, offer d 
him 30,000 Men, but that the 
Offer was rejected by Means of 
the Earl of Sunderland, who i; 
ſaid alſo to have conceal'd from 
the King, ſome Letters, which 
Mr. Skelton, Envoy at Paris, had 
ſent in relation to the Affair. 
It is certain, that many ſuſpected 
him of betraying his Maſter, and 
holding a ſecret Correſpondence 
with the Prince of Orange, and 
that he was ſoon after turn'd out 
of all his Poſts. The firſt certain 
Advice the King had of the Prince 
of Oranges Deſign, was towards 
the End of September, when he 
appear'd in the utmoſt Conſterna- 
tion, conſulted immediately with 
the Biſhops then in London, aboliſh. 
ed the Commiſſion for Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Affairs, took off the Biſhop 


of London's Suſpenſion, reſtor'd the 


City to their Charter, removed 
Popiſh Magiſtrates and put Pro- 
teſtants in their Room, and took 
ſome other Steps towards the Rc. 


dreſs of Grievances; Which had 


not the deſir'd Effect, as they 


came too late, and were ane 
the 
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the Reſult of Neceſſity, not of In- 
clination. The Popiſh Chapels 
were alſo now ſhut up for fear of 
Infults from the Mob, and many 
Remiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits began 
to conſult their own Safety, by 
timely quitting the Kingdom. 

In the mean Time the Prince 
of Orange publiſh'd a Declaration, 
dated October 10, N. S. importing, 
that the Deſign of his Undertaking 
was to maintain the Proteſtant Roli- 
gion, and the Laws and Liberties 
of theſe Kingdoms, which had been 
ſo openly violated, and in order 
to this to have a free and /aw/u/ 
Parliament; to which he had been 
ſolicited by a great many Lords both 
Spiritual and Temporal, and by 
many Gentlemen and other Subject 
of all Ranks, 

On October 16, the Prince took 
a ſolemn and moſt affeQtionate 
Leave of the States, and on the 
19th ſet ſail with a Fleet of about 
50 Men of War, 25 Frigates, as 
many Fire-Ships, and near 400 
Victuallers and Tranſports, having 
about 14,000 Land-Forces on 
board; and accompanied by the 
Englich Nobility and Gentry al- 
ready mention'd and others, with 
Count Naſſau, Count de Solmes, 
M. Bentinck, M. Owerguergque, and 
M, Zuleſteyn; as alſo the famous 
Marſhal Schomberg, and a great 
many other French Officers, Re- 
fugees for their Religion. The 
Prince carried a Flag with Eng- 
44% Colours, and their Highneſſes 


Arms, ſurrounded with this Motto, 


The Proteſtant Religion and Liber- 
tzes of England. | 

This gallant Fleet had not ſail'd a 
great Way, when the Wind turn'd 
weſterly, and a violent Storm aroſe, 
Which drove it back, and ſo di- 
ſpers'd it, that it was with Diffi- 
culty the Ships made ſome one 
Port and ſome another. King 
James on this News began to re- 


ſham, to rendezvous on Sali/oury 
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cal ſome of his late As of Grace, 
and thereby diſcover'd what was 
to be expected from him, if once 
he ſhould be free from all Dan- 
er. 
1 The Damage the ſcatter'd Fleet 
ſuſtain'd was ſo ſmall, that the 
Prince was ſoon in a Condition 
to put to Sea again; which he 
did on Nowember 1, and failin 
with a favourable Wind, — 
the Channel on the 3d, the Eng- 
liſþ Fleet under Lord Dartmouth 
lying ſtill, and letting the Dutch 
Fleet paſs by, whether hinder'd 
by the Wind, or not inclin'd 
to oppole the Prince; who on 
the 5th happily landed with his 
whole Army at Torbay, withqut 
any Oppolition. From thence he 
marched to Exeter, and ftaid 
there ſome Days before any Per- 
ſons of Note came to join him; 
but at length the Gentry in thoſe 
Parts waited on him in great 
Numbers, and drew up an A/ocia- 
tion to ſtand by him and one 
another in the Cauſe they had 
engag'd in, which was afterwards 
ſign'd by abundance of People of 
all Ranks all over the Kingdom. 
When the King heard of the 
Prince's Landing, he order'd his 
Army, under the Earl of Fewer- 


Plain. But great Numbers ſoon 
deſerted and went over to the 
Prince, and the Lord Cornbury in 
particular carried off with him ſe- 
veral Regiments, When the King 
arriv'd at Saliſbury, moſt of the 
chief Officers declar'd, that they 
could not in Conſcience fight a- 
gainſt the Prince. of Orange, and 
the Lord Churchill (afterwards 
Duke of Marlborough) with ſe 
veral others, actually went over to 
him. The King finding he could 
not rely on his Army, return'd to 
London, and on the Way had the 
Mortification to be left by Prince 

George 
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George of Denmark, who, with the 
Duke of Ormond and others, went 
off to the Prince of Orange, and 
was ſoon follow'd by his Princeſs, 
the Lady Anne, to the unſpeakable 
Grief of the King her Father, 
from whom there was now almoſt 
an univerſal Defection of the No- 
bility, and all Ranks of People. 
The Prince, in the mean Time, 
advanc'd to Sherburn, and from 
thence to Salieury, where he 
made a triumphant Entry; the 
King's Army having before retir'd 
to Reading. His Majeſty now 
thought fit to conſult ſome Pro- 
teſtant Peers ; and by their Advice 
promis'd to call a free Parliament, 
and to ſend Commiſſioners to treat 
with the Prince; who by their 
Hands ſent ſome Propoſals, which 
were ſo moderate, that the King 
ſeem'd willing to accept them: 
But, in the mean Time, conſulting 


with his Popiſh Friends, to whem © 


the Propoſals were by no Means 
favourable, they. advis'd him to 
withdraw himſelt, with his Queen 
and Son, out of the Kingdom. 
Accordingly, the Queen with the 
young Prince, and a few Atten- 
dants, went away on December 9, 
in the Night, and embarking at 
Graveſend, arriv'd ſafely in France; 
and the King, the next Night, 
left Whitehall in Diſguiſe, in or- 
der to follow her thither. 

As ſoon as this was known, the 
Lords in and about London met at 
Guildhall, and, with the Lord- 
Mayor and Aldermen, reſolv'd to 
ſtand by the Prince of Orange, 
which they ſent Deputies to ac- 
quaint him with; and the Com- 
mon- Council ſent an Addreſs, im- 
ploring his Protection, and de- 
firing him to haſten his March 
to 2 The Mob now drew 
together and pull'd down the 
Maſs-Houſes ; and the Houſes of 
ſome foreign Ambaſſadors did not 


eſcape their Fury. In the Mid# 
of theſe Commotions, Chancellor 
Jefferies being diſcovered as he 
was attempting toeſcape in Diſguiſe 
out of the Nation, was very rough. 
ly handled by the Mob, and at 
laſt ſent to *. Tower, where he 
ſoon ended his Days, and ſo e-. 
ſcap'd the exemplary Puniſhment 
he had ſo richly deſerved. 

The Earl of Fewenſbam, in pur- 
ſuance of a Letter he receiv'd 
from the King at his Departure, 
diſbanded his Forces: Upon which, 
ſome Outrages committed by the 
Triſh Soldiers, occaſion'd a mot 
terrible Panick in London, which 
ſoon ſpread itſelf all over the 
Kingdom, fo that every one ſtood 
upon his Defence. The Prince 
and the Peers, to prevent any far- 
ther Miſchiefs, order'd the diſ. 
banded Troops to re aſſemble un- 
der their reſpective Colonels and 
Commanders. 

In the mean Time, an odd Ac- 
cident happen'd to the King, who 
having embark'd in a ſmall Veſlel 
near Fever/bam, before he could 
ſail, was ſtopp'd by a Number of 
Fiſhermen and others, who rifled 
him, and treated him with great 
Indionity, taking him for a Popiſh 
Prieſt, and Chaplain to Sir Earvord 
Hales, who attended him in his 
Flight. Upon this, many others 


came on board, and among the 


reſt a Conſtable, who knowing the 
King, ſell at his Feet, and begg'd 
him to forgive the Violence of- 
fer'd to his Perſon. The King 
finding he was known, was de- 
firons to be gone, but the People 
brought him, as it were by Force, 
to an Inn in the Town, where 
he ſent for the Earl of 1Vinchel/ca, 
who prevail'd with him, much 
avainſt his Inclination, to go back 
to London, And the Lords hear- 
ing of this Adventure, ſent four 
of their Body to invite him to 

return 
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which 
ſet out 
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return to Whitehall; where, on 
December 16, he arrived, amidſt 
the loud Acclamations of the Peo- 
ple. His only publick Act at this 
Time, which was the laſt of his 
Reign, was the iſſuing out an 
Order againſt Mobs and Riots, by 
which the Papiſts had greatly ſut- 
fered; and during his ſhort Stay, 
his Palace was crowded with J 
Papiſts, Prieſts and Jeſuits. 

e had ſent an Invitation to 
the Prince, who was to be at 
London, the next Day, to come to 
St. James's; but the Lords, who 
were with Eis Highneſs, did not 
think it ſafe for him to be there, 
unleſs the King and his popiſh 
Guards were at a convenient Diſ- 
tance. And ſo he ſent three Peers 
to deſire him to remove to Ham 
near Richmond. In the mean Time, 
the Dutch Guards took Poſſeſſion 
of Whitehall, and St. James s. The 
King, inſtead of going to Ham, 
deſir d Leave to go to Rocheſter, 
which was readily granted, and he 


ſet out the next Day about Noon. 
The ſame Day, in the Afternoon, 
the Prince arriv'd at St. James's 
amidſt the joyful Acclamations of 
all Ranks of People. On Dec. 21, 
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he conven'd the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, who were in Lox- 
don, about 70 in Number, to con- 
ſider of the beſt Methods for cal- 
ling a free Parliament, and pur- 
ſuing the Ends of his Declaration. 

As to the King, being arriv'd 
at Rocheſter, and dreading the Con- 
ſequence of a free Parliament, he 
delay'd not to put his former De- 
ſign in Execution. For privately 
withdrawing himſelf about Three 
in the Morning, . Dec. 23, with 
only the Duke of Berwick his na- 
tural Son, and two others, he em- 
bark'd, and with a favourable 
Wind arriv'd at Ambleteuſe in 
France; from whence he imme- 
diately repair'd to St. Germatns. 
To this Flight we may properly 
fix the Period of this unfortunate 
Monarch's Reign, after he had 
ſway'd the Scepter not quite four 
Years. He was now in the 
5th Year of his Age, and his 
Reign might have been as happy 
and glorious as any of his Pre- 
deceſſors, were it not for the 
violent Counſels of a Popiſh, je- 
ſuitical Faction, and his own ex- 
treme Bigotry to their enſlaving 
Superſtition. 
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S ſoon as King James had 
A thus left the Kingdom, the 

Lords took upon them- 
ſelves the Government, and meet- 
ing in their Houſe, they, on De- 
cember 25, agreed to addreſs the 
Prince of Orange to take upon 
him the Adminiſtration of all pub- 
lick Affairs, till a Convention 
ſhould meet, for which they de- 
fired him to iſſue out Letters to 
the ſeveral Counties, Cities and 
Boroughs, directing them to chuſe 
ſuch a Number of Perſons to re- 
preſent them, as were of Right 
to be ſent to Parliament. They 
alſo iſſued out an Order for all 
Papiſts to depart ten Miles from 
the City of London, and not to 
remove above five Miles from 
their Habitations in the Country. 
In order to give a greater Weight 
to the Proceedings of the Lords, 
the Prince, on his being inform'd 
of the King's Departure, had pub- 
liſh'd an Order, defiring all ſuch 
Perſons as had been Members of 
any of King Charles IId's Par- 
liaments, and alſo the Lord-Mayor 
and Aldermen, and 50 of the 
_ Common-Council of the City of 
London, to meet him at St. James's, 
on December 26. Which they ac- 
cordingly did, (there being about 
160 of the old Members) and re- 
Pairing to the Commons Houle, 
_ reſolved to addreſs the Prince, as 
the Lords had done, to take on 
him the Adminiſtration of the 
Government, till the Meeting of 
the intended Convention, on Fa- 
auary 22. The Prince return'd an 
Antwer ſeverally to the Lords and 
Commons, that he would do as 
they deſir d. After which, he im- 
mediately order'd M. Barillon, the 
French Ambaiiador, to depart the 
Kingdom in 24 Hours, And on 


Dec. 31, he publiſh'd a Prock. 
mation, authorizing all Juſtices of 
the Peace and other Officers, not 
being Papiſts, to act in their re. 
ſpective Places till the Meeting 
of the Convention, or Orders t9 
the contrary. 

The Scotch Peers then in Ly. 
don, to the Number of zo, and 
about 80 Gentlemen, aſſembled a 
the Prince's Deſire, and preſented 
the like Addreſs to him, with re- 
gard to the Adminiſtration of all 
publick Affairs in Scotland, as the 
Engliſh Lords and Gentlemen had 
done with reſpe&t to England, de. 
firing him alſo to call a General 
Meeting of the States to be holden 
on the 14th of March following. 
And the Prince return'd them 
much the ſame Anſwer as he had 
done to the Exgliſb. At the ſame 
Time the Prince extending his Care 
to /reland, ſummon'd the Earl of 
Tyrconnel to ſubmit to the preſent 
Adminiſtration in England: vu: 
this had not the defired Effect. 

The Forces diſbanded by the 
Earl of Fewer/ham being re-aflem- 
bled, the Prince diſcharg'd ther 
Arrears with 200,000/. advanc'd 
in four Days by the City of Un- 
don. After which, he made ſuch 
a Reform in the Army, by d. 
ſliering Papiſts, and filling up the 
Vacancies with Proteſtants, 
might render it ſerviceable to th 
Nation. | 

The Convention, for which tie 
Elections had been carried on with 
the utmoſt Freedom, met on the 
appointed Day, Jan. 22, 1689-9. 
The Lords choſe the Marquels ot 
Hallifax for their Speaker, nd 
the Commons Mr. Powle. Alter 
a Letter from the Prince had 
been read in both Houſes, the) 
jointly preſented an Addrels t0 
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kin, acknowledging him under 
God the Deliverer of the Nation, 
approving of his Adminiſtration 
of the Government, and praying 
him t6 continue it. They then 
appointed a general Thankſgiv- 
ing for the late happy Deliverance, 
and à particular Prayer was or- 
der'd to be inferted for the Prince 
of Orange. 

The Commons had not fate 
long before they pretty readily 
came to the following remarka- 
ble Vote, That King James II. 
having endramour d to ſubvert the 
Conſtitution of the Kingdom, by 
breaking the Original Contract be- 
tween King and People; and by the 
Advice of Jeſuits and other wicked 
Perſons, having wiolated the funda- 
mental Laws, and withdrawn him- 
felf rout of the Kingdom, hath ab- 
dicated the Gowernment,. and that 
the Throne is thereby become vacant. 

In the Houſe of Lords, Things 
did not go on ſo ſmoothly. There 
was a ftrong Party for a Regency, 
among whom the Earl of Nor- 
tingham was the chief; and after 
great Debates, it was carried to 
put the Word Deſerted in the Room 
of Abdicated, and to leave out the 
Clauſe of the Vacancy of the 
Throne. This occaſion d a molt 
memorable Conference between 
the two Houſes, and the Reſult 
of it was, that the Lords, at laſt, 


departed from their Amendments, 


and agreed to the Vote of che 
Commons. After which, both 
Houſes voted, that the Prince and 
Princeſs of Orange ſhould be King 
and Queen. 

The Princeſs arriv'd from H. 
land on February 12, and the next 
Day, both Prince and Princeſs be- 
ing ſeated on two large Chairs 
under a Canopy of State in the 
Banguetting- Houſe, both Houſes of 
the Convention waited on them 
m a Body, and made them a ſo- 


able and obliging Anſwer, ac- 


lemn Offer of the Crown, after 
having caus'd a Declaration of 
their Rights, which had been vio- 
lated by King James, to be read; 
concluding thus: Hawing there- 
fore an entire Confidence, that his 
aid Highnefs, the Prince of Orange, 
will perfect the Deliverance ſo far 
advanced by him, and <cill ſtill pre- 
ſerve them from the Violation © 
their Rights, which they hade here 
afjerted, and from all other Attempts 
upon their Religion, Rights and Li- 
berties the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal and Commons a{/embled at 
Weſtminſter, do reſo/ve, That Wt 
liam and Mary, Prince and Prin- 
ceſs of Orange, be, and be de- 
clared King and Queen of Eng- 
land, France and Ireland, and the 
Dominions thereunto belonging, to 
hold the Crown and Royal Dig- 
nity of the ſaid Kingdoms and Do- 
minions, to them the ſaid Prince 
and Princeſs, during their Lives, 
and the Life of the Survivor of 
them; and that the ſole and full 
Exerciſe of the Royal Power, 
be only in, and executed by the. 
ſaid Prince of Orange, in the 
Names of the ſaid Prince and 
Princeſs, during their joint Lives; 
and after their Deceaſe, the faid 
Crown and Royal Dignity of the 
ſaid Kingdoms and Dominions tos 
be to the Heirs of the Body of 
the ſaid Princeſs ; and for Default 
of inch Iſſue, to the Princeſs Anne 
of Denmark, and the Heirs of 
her Body; and for Deiault of fuck 
Iſſue, to the Heirs of the Body 
of the ſaid Prince of Orange. 
The Prince, m a moſt agree- 
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cepted of the Crown in the Name 
of them both ; and the ſame Day 
they were proclaim'd King and. 
Queen by the Names of #;/{;am 
and Mary, at which a general 
Joy appear'd among the People. 


WIIIIAu 


WILLIAM III. 
ae HE memorable Re- 


volution, which Kin 5 
James's Conduct ha 


preſerving the Pro- 
teſtant Religion, and 
the Laws and Liberties of the 
Kingdom, being thus happily com- 
leated, the firſt Thing King Vil- 
Van did, after he had ſettled his 
Privy-Council, was his giving the 
Royal Aſſent, on Feb. 23, to a Bill 
that had paſs'd both Houſes, 0 
remove and prevent all Dueſtions 
and Diſputes concerning the Aſſem- 
Bling and Sitting of this preſent 
Parliament. By which Ad the 
Convention, which had placed the 
Crown on the Prince and Princeſs 
"of Orange, was changed into a 
Parliament. ; 

To ſhew the Senſe of the Na- 
tion concerning ſome of the late 
ſanguinary and arbitrary Proceed- 
ings, the Attainders of {everal Per- 
ſons, who had ſuffer'd capital Pu- 
niſhments, were, by Acts of Par- 
Lament at ſeveral Times, annull'd 


and MAR II. 


and made void; as, thoſe of //'! 
liam Lord Ruſſel, Algernon Sidney, 
Eſq; Mrs. Alicia Liſle, and Al. 
derman Corniſh, The judgment 
againſt Mr. Samuel Fohnſon Wi 
reverſed ; and tho' there were great 
and long Debates about T7: Yate, 
whoſe Evidence in general con- 
cerning the Popiſh Plot was never 
call'd in Queſtion, only ſome Far. 
ticulars relating to Time and Place; 
yet the Parliament addreſs'd te 
King to take off the remaining 
Part of his Puniſhment, namely, 
his Impriſonment for Life, and an- 
nual Pillorying; which his Majeſty 
readily comply'd with, and more- 
over allowed him an yearly en. 
ſion. The Judgment upon te 
Quo Warranto againſt the City of 
London was alſo revers'd, and de 
City reſtor'd to its Privileges; and 
an Ad of Oblivion, at length, 
paſs'd, out of which were except 
ſome few of the many late In. 
ſtruments of Popery and arbitr?!) 
Power. 
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WILLIAM and MARY. 


Fake he being at the ſame Time 
in Favour with the King. 

From the Beginning of the 
Reign of King Milliam and Queen 
Mary, there Was a Party in the 
Nation who diſlik d the new Set- 
tlement, and were in continual 
Plots to overturn it, and to reſtore 
the late King James. Theſe were 
diſtinguiſn'd by the Name of Ja- 
cobites, as allo that of Namyuror:, 
from their refuſing to take the 
Oaths to the preſent Government. 
That the Papiſts ſhould diſlike the 
Revolution, 15 not at all ſtrange. 
And to theſe were join'd ſeveral Pro- 
teſtants, who either, from the ſtrong 
Impreſſions of the late Doctrine 
of Paſſive Obedience and Non- Re- 
ſiſtance, could not bring themſelves 


to think it lawful to reſiſt King 
| James, or who, tho' they thought 
| the Interpoſition of the Prince of 


Orange neceſſary, at the Time, 
yet were againſt his being made 
King, and were only for a Re- 
gency in the Name of King 
James II. being ſtrongly pre- 
poſſeſs'd with the Notions of here- 
ditary Right, and direct lineal Suc- 
ceſſion. Some of theſe, indeed, 
afterwards comply'd with the 
Times, as the Earl of Nottingham, 
who was made Secretary of State 
to King William and Queen Mary, 
and Dr. Sherlock, who, after the 
Victory at the Boyne, acknow- 
ledg'd their Majeſties Title, and 


| was made Dean of St. Paul's. 


Bur many adher'd to their old 
Principles, which had been inno- 
cent enough, if they had not car- 
ned them into Plots and Conſpi- 
racies againſt the preſent Govern- 
ment. And the Party was ſtrength- 
en'd and kept alive by ſeveral 
Clergymen, who ſcrupled or re- 
fuled to take the new Oaths, a- 
mong whom were ſome Biſhops, 
% the Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
aud the Biſhops of EH, Bath and 
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Welli, Peterborough, Norwich, and 
Glouceſter, (of whom the four firſt 
had been impriſon'd in the Tower 
by King Janes] who after ſome 
Time were depriv'd, and their 
vees fill'd with others ; which oc- 
caſion'd what ſome call'd a Schiſm 
in the Church of Erg/and. Thus 
the Revolution had many Ene- 
mies from the Beginning, tho' the 
Proteſtant Religion was preſery'd 
by it, and the Liberties of the 
People better ſettled than ever 
they had been before; and the 
only Defect in it ſeems to have 
been, the not guarding ſufficiently 
againſt Bribery and Corruption, 
which was complain'd of in this 
Reign, and has been too much 
practis'd by Miniſters ever ſince; 
and may one Time or other be 
the Ruin of the Nation, which 
the Revolution was intended to 
preſerve. 

The King having acquainted 
the Parliament, fo early as Feb. 27, 
with the News of the late King 
James having fail'd from Brest 
with a conſiderable Body of French 
Troops, in order to land in Feland, 
both Houſes unanimoully reſolved, 
That they would ſtand by and afjift 
his Majeſty with their Lives and 
Fortunes, in ſupporting his Alliances 
abroad, in reducing of Ireland, and 
in Defence of the Proteſtant Reli- 
gion, and Laws of the Kingdoms. 
Which Reſolution they communi- 
cated to his Majeſty in an Addrels, 
to which he return'd ſuch an af- 
fectionate and obliging Anſwer, 
as gave a general Satisfaction. 

Not long after, the King, by the 
Advice of the Commons, and be- 
ing ſtrongly ſolicited to it by 
his Allies, declar'd War againſt 
France, who had already begun 
it againſt the Emperor and the 
Dutch, exercis'd all Manner of 
Hoſtilities againſt the Exgliſb, and 
was now actually aſſiſting the late 

Cc King 
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King James in his Invaſion of 
Ireland. 

The King .ana Queen were 
ſolemnly crown'd by the Biſhop 
of London, on April 11, 1689; be- 
fore which, his Majeſty had con- 
ferr*d ſeveral Titles of Honour : 
Among the reſt, Charles Marqueſs 
of Wincheſter was made Duke of 
Bolton, William Bentinct, Eſq; Earl 
of Portland, Ralph Lord Monta- 


$7 Earl of Montagu, and John 


Lord Churchill Earl of Mar- 
borough. And about the ſame 
Time, Dr. Gilbert Burnet, who 
came over with his Majeſty when 
Prince, was, upon the Death of 
Dr. Seth Ward, advanc'd to the 
Biſhoprick of Saliſbury. 

The Parliament, at the King's 
Deſire, had pals'd an Ad for tak- 
ing away the Tax call'd Hearth- 

ney; Which receiv'd the Royal 
Aﬀent, on April 24. As this was 
an odious and grievous Tax, the 
Aboliſhing of it was certainly a 
very popular Meaſure, at the Be- 
ginning of the new Government. 

The Court would have been 
glad to have found Means for 
admitting the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
to a Share in Poſts under the Go- 
vernment ; but this did not pleaſe 
the Majority of the two Houſes. 
However, they readily paſs'd an 
Act . for exempting their Majeſties 
Proteſtant Subjoets diſſenting from 
the Church of England, from the 
P.nalties of certain Laws; which 
is commonly calbd the Act of Jo- 
leration. The King gave his Aſ- 
ſent to it on May 24; and to this 
Act they owe the juſt Liberty they 
enjoy at this Day. 

A little before, the Earl of 

Janby was created Marqueſs of 
Carmarthen, and Marſhal Schom- 
berg a Duke; and on Fune 1, Ad- 
m ral Herbert was created Earl of 
Torrington. It may be proper 
iKHy to take Notice af ſome of 


the Eccleſiaſtical Promotions, oz 
this remarkable Turn of Affairs, 
eſpecially in the Room of the de- 
priv'd Biſhops. Dr. Sr:iUling fee 
was this Year [1689] promoted 
to the See of Worceſter, Dr. Pa. 
trick to the See of Chicheſter, and 
Dr. /ron/ide to that of Briſtol, Sir 
Jonathan Trelaaunq having been 
tranſlated to Exeter. And after 
waiting long to no Purpoſe, for 
thoſe Biſhops to take the Oaths, 
who diflik'd the new Settlement, 
in the Beginning of the Year 1691, 
Dr. Tillotſon was made Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, in the Room of 
Archbiſhop Sarcroft ; Dr. Patrick 
was tranſlated to Ely, in the Room 
of Biſhop Turner; Dr. Kidder was 
made Biſhop of Bath and Vell, in 
the Room of Biſhop Xen; Dr. Fou 
Biſhop of G/oucefter, in the Room 
of Biſhop Frampton; Dr. Cumber- 
land Biſhop of Peterboreugh, in the 
Room of Biſhop V bite; and Dr. 
Moore Biſhop of Noravich, in the 
Room of Biſhop Lhyd. Theſe de- 
priv'd Biſhops generally beiav'd 
pretty quietly, at leaſt to Ap- 
pearance; but it was not ſo with 
ſome others of the Clergy, among 
whom Dr. Hickes, who was de- 
priv'd of the Deanery of Worceſter, 
was one of the moſt violent. We 


muſt not forget Dr. Sharp, who 


was made Archbiſhop of Jr up- 
on the Death of Dr. Lamplugh ; 
and Dr. Tenniſon, who was advanc'd 
to the See of Lincoln, upon the 
Death of Biſhop Barloav. 

To return to the Year 1689: 
On July 24, the Princeis {une o 
Denmark was deliver'd of a Prince, 
named William, whom his Majeſty 
created Duke of Glouceſter. Ihe 
Lords had added a Clauſe to the 
Bill of Rights and Succefion, in fa- 
vour of the Princeſs Sophia, which 
the Commons rejected, and ſeyeral 


Conferences paſs'd between the 


two Houſes upon it, ut to "9 
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Purpoſe; and the Birth of the 
above mentioned Prince made it the 
leſs requiſite to inſiſt upon that 
Matter for the _ After this, 
there were Debates in the Houſe 
of Commons about ſettling a Re- 
venue on the Princeſs Anne. The 
Court ſeem'd inclin'd to have it 
left to the King's Diſcretion, but 
the Princeſs was for a fix'd Settle- 
ment; independent of the Court; 
which was carried in the Houle. 
And this Aﬀair is thought by ſome 
to have been one Occaſion of the 
Difference between the Queen and 
the Princeſs her Siſter. 

The King paſs'd the Bill / 
Rights and Succeſſion, on Dec. 16, 
agreeable to the Declaration of 
Rights, when their Majeſties ac- 
cepted the Crown, with the Ad- 
dition of a remarkable Clauſe, for 
excluding Papiſts and Perſons mar- 
rying Papiſts, for ever, from in- 
heriting the Crown of England. 
The Revolution in Scotland quick- 
ly follow'd that in England. The 
Convention of Eſtates in that King- 
dom met on the Day appointed, 
March 14, and ſoon voted, That 
King James, by his aſſuming an ar- 
bitrary and deſpotick Power, and 
exerciſing it to the Subverſion of 


the Proteſtant Religion, and the 


Laws and Liberties of the Na- 
tion, had forfeited the Right of 
the Crown, and the Throne was 
become vacant: And an Act was 
preſently paſs'd for ſettling the 
Crown Upon the King and Queen 
England; purſuant to which, 
their Majeſties were proglaim'd 
King and Queen of Scotland, on 
April 11, the Day of their Coro- 
nation in Ergland. Then the Earl 
of Argyle and other Commiſſioners 
were lent to make a ſolemn 
Tender of the Crown to their 
Myjefties, in the Name of the 
Eitates ang Kingdom of Scotland; 
Wuich was done, on May 11, their 
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Majeſties being ſeated on a Throne 
under a rich Canopy, in the 
Banguetting- Houſe. It muſt be ob- 
ſerved, that the Biſhops had publiſh- 
ed an Abhorrence of the Prince 
of Orange's Expedition, and the 
Epiſcopal Party in general, who 
had been mere Creatures of the 
Court; and violent Oppoſers of 
the Preſbyterian Party; adher'd 
firmly to King Tamer. But im- 
mediately upon the Succeſs of the 
Prince's Expedition, and his De- 
claration in favour of Scotland, the 
Preſbyterians had begun to lift up 
their Heads; and to inſult their late 
Perſecutors in their Turn. And 
now the Meeting of the Eſtates 
was turn'd into a Parliament, and 
Prelacy once more aboliſhed, as 
contrary to the Inclinations of the 
Generality of the People. In the 
mean Time, the Duke of Gordon, 
a Papiſt, ſtill held the Caſtle of 
Edinburgh for the late King; but 
a vigorous Siege oblig'd him to 
ſurrender it, on June 13, upon Con- 
dition that he and the Gariſon 
ſhould have their Lives, Liberties 
and Fortunes ſecured. And the 
Earl of Dundee being ſlain in Bat- 
tle, and the Forces he had raiſed 
in the Highlands dwindling away 
by Degrees, and being at length 
entirely ſuppre{s'd, their Majeſties 
remain'd atterwards in the peace- 
able Poſſeſſion of the Crown of 
Scotland. Tho' ſome Things oc- 
caſion'd great Uneaſineſs, of which 
the Enemies of the Govenment 
fail'd not to make their Advan- 
tage; particularly, the Slaughter 
of the Men of Glenco, between 30 
and 40 in Number, as tis ſaid, 
after they had laid down their 
Arms, in Feb. 1692 -3; tho” the 
Scotch Parliament, in 1695, when 
an Enquiry was made into that 
Afﬀair, reſolved, that the Perſons 
concern'd in it had exceeded his 
Majeſty's Inſtructions for ſappreſ- 
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ſing the Highland Rebels, who had 
not accepted the Indemnity that 
was offer d by the Time prefix d 
in the Proclamation. But the Scots 
Eaſ India Company, erected in 
Conſequence of an Act of Parlia- 
ment paſs'd in that Kingdom in 
1695, and their new Colony at 
Darien, was a Matter of much 
greater Conſequence; for it being 
violently oppos'd by the Engli/h, 
Dutch, and Spaniards, King Wil- 
liam thought himſelf under a Ne- 
ceſſity to withdraw his ProteCtion 
from this new Settlement, and to 
order his Governors in America 
to forbid the having any Com- 
merce with, or giving any Aſ- 
ſiſtance to it; ſo that the Scots 
were at laſt forced to abandon 1t, 
under all the diſcouraging Cir- 
cumſtances imaginable. Which 
caus'd great Diſcontents in Scor- 
land, and gave the King as much 
Uneaſineſs, as perhaps any one 
Thing in the whole Courſe of his 
Reign: And if the Scots Parlia- 
ment had not been in the Intereſt 
of the Court, it might have been 
attended with much worſe Con- 
ſequences. 

I ſhall here diſmiſs the Affairs 
of Scotland, and take one ſhort 
View of what pafs'd in {re/and. 
7 preannel had ſecur'd the moſt im- 


portant Places of that Kingdom. 


and ufed ſuch Violence again 

the Proteſtants, that they were 
forced to retire to their Brethren 
in the North; who ſeizing on 
Kilmbre, Coleraine, Inniſcilling and 
Londonderry, declar'd for King 
Williem and Queen Mary. The 
late King James, as has been al- 
ready *hinted, ſail'd from Bre/t 
with ſome French Troops, and 
landed at Kinſale on March 12, 
1688 9. Having taken Coleraine 
and Ki/more; after a ſtout Re- 
ſiſtance, he laid Siege to London- 
acrry, on April 203 from whence, 


a few Days after, he departed to 
meet his Parliament at D2C /in, 
where he paſs'd an Act to attain 
between 2 and 3000 Proteſtant 
Lords, Ladies, Clergymen ana 
Gentlemen of High-'Treaſon. In 
the mean 'Time, the Siege of Lan. 
donderry was carried on with the 
utmoſt Efforts, and the Gariſon 
under Mr. George Walker a Cler- 
gyman, and Major Baker, held 
out with the moſt ſurprizing Re. 
ſolution, tho* reduc'd to the Ne- 
ceſſity of feeding upon Horſe. 
Fleſh, Dogs, Cats, Rats and Mice, 
Tallow, Starch, dry'd and falted 
Hides, and all Kinds of Offal; 
till Major-General Nur, arriving 
with ſome Ships laden with Pro. 
viſions, which, after a long De- 
lay, he at laſt found Means, with 
Ditkculty,to convey into the Town, 
the Beſiegers, on July 31, thought 
fit to raiſe the Siege. The Gariſon 
of Iuniſbilling, at the ſame Time, 
did Wonders; particularly, the 
Day before the Siege of Der, 
was raiſed, they advanc'd near 
20 Miles to meet about 6009 
Iri/h, and defeated them, killing 
and drowning near 3000, tho' 
themſelves were not above 2000, 
and had but about 20 killed and 
50 wounded. In Auguſt, Dube 
Schomberg arriv'd in Ireland Wil: 
10,000 Men, took Carriclſtgi. 
in four Days, and perform'd other 
AAs of Bravery and Conduct; and 
would have made a much great- 
er Progreſs, had he not met wit! 
Diſappointment from Delays in 
tranſporting the reſt of the For 
ces and Train of Artillery from 
England, which were owing te 
Negligence, or ſomething worte, in 
the Perſons who had the Manage- 
ment of thoſe Affairs at home, 
or the Slowneſs in raiſing the 
Supplies; whilſt the Army in Ve- 
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many brave Officers as well as 
great Numbers of Soldiers. King 
William having paſs'd an Act i 
putting the Adminſtration into the 
Hands of the Queen, whenever he 
ſhould be out of the Kingdom, in Zune, 


1690, landed with a gallant Ar- 


my in Jreland, and on July 1 
fought the ever memorable Battle 
of the Boyne, wherein, tho' he 
had the Misfortune to loſe the 
brave Duke Schomberg, then 82 
Years old, yet he gained a 
compleat Victory over the French 
and riſb Army, and oblig'd — 
James to retire to Dublin, an 

make all the Haſte he could back 
to France. King William, the fol- 
lowing Sunday, enter d Dublin in 
Triumph, and went to St. Patrict's 
Church to return Thanks to God 
for his Victory: And arriving in 
England the Beginning of Septem- 
ber, he ſent the Earl of Mar/- 
borough to carry on the Reduction 
of Ireland; who took Cork and 
Kinſale with ſuch Expedition, that 
he was again at Kenſington on 
02. 28. The next Year, 1691, 
the intrepid Engliſb under the 
brave General Gin#/:, and other 
raliant Commanders, made them- 
ſelves Maſters of Ballimore, with 
incredible Bravery paſs'd the Shar- 


nen amidſt the Fire of the Enemy, 


and took Athlone, and fought the 
glorious Battle of Agbrim on July 
12, wherein 4000 Vic and their 
General Sz. Ruth were ſlain; which 
was ſoon follow'd by the Surren- 
der of Galloway, and laſtly that 
of Limerick in October (where Jyr- 
connel died, as it were of Grief, 
on Aug. 14.) by which, an End 
was put to the Ji War, and all 
ireland was reduced to the O- 
bedience of King William and 
Queen Mary, General Gin#/e for 
his good Services was rewarded 
with the Title of Earl of Athlone. 

In Exgland, the King diſſolv'd 


the Conyention - Parliament, on 
Feb. 6, 1689-90, and a new Par- 
liament met on March 20. The 
firſt Thing they went upon was 
the Settling a Revenue for the 
Civil-Liſt, when Sir Charles Sedley 
made a bold Speech againſt ex- 
orbitant Penſions and Salaries. And 
"twas in this Seſſion that the Act 
of Oblivion, before- mentioned, was 
7 On Apr. 17, among other 

onours conferr'd, the Lord De- 
lamere was created Earl of War- 
rington. 

When King William was in 
Ireland, the , Foul 78 began to 
ſtir, deſigning to riſe when the 
French Fleet arriv'd on the Coaſt: 
But by the Vigilance and prudent 
Conduct of the Queen, their Mea- 
{ures were diſconcerted ; tho' the 
French Fleet actually ſail'd, and 
in an Engagement, on June 30, 
1690, worlted the Egli and 
Dutch Fleet, which occaſion'd great 
Conſternation, and Fears of an 
immediate Invaſion ; on Which 
Occaſion the City of London, and 
others their Majeſties loyal Sub- 
jects, ſhew'd an extraordinary Zeal 
for the Defence of the Govern- 
ment. And the timely Prevention 
of the Jacolites Riling, by fecuring 
the Leaders of the Party, together 
with the News of the King's 
Victory at the Boyne, made the 
French. deſiſt from their P roject 
for the preſent. 

-In the mean Time, the French 
King was puſhing his Conqueſts 
in the Netherlands and other Parts, 
which made it neceſlary for King 
IlVilliam te go over to the fa- 
mous Congreſs at the Hague, in 
the Beginning of the Year 1091, 
in order to animate the Confederate 
Princes and States, who by the 
Slowneſs of their Counlel:, and 
Jarring of their particular Intereſts, 
had given too much Advantaye 
to the common Enemy. And tho' 
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the Emperor, Spain, and the Ger- 


man Princes, upon the King's Re- 
monſtrances on the State of Affairs, 
came to vigorous Reſolutions in 
Defence of the Liberties of Europe 
againſt France; yet, after all, Eng- 
land and Holland were in a Man- 
ner forc'd to bear the whole 
Charge and Burden of the War. 
The French were ſo far before- 
hand with the Allies, that they 
took the ſtrong City of Mons this 


Year, and Namur in the Year fol- 


lowing ; after which was fought 
the Battle of Steenkirk (King 
William commanding the Confe- 
derate Army himſelf,” as he did 
every Year 8 the War) in 
which, tho' the French remain'd 
Maſters of the Field of Battle, yet 
King William ſo bravely diſputed 
the Vigory, that they had ſcarce 
any Thing elſe to boaſt of, the 
Loſs being nearly equal on both 
Sides. * 

The King was no ſooner gone 
abroad in 1691, but the Jacobites 
xelum'd their favourite Scheme, 
in Concert with France, for re- 
ſtoring the late King James. But 
the Vigilance of Queen Mary and 
the Goverment again diſconcerted 
their Meaſures. Several were taken 
up, and Lord 4 8 and Mr. Aſbton 
were both tried and condemned; 
the latter was executed, but the 
former, upon his diſcovering the 
whole Plot was pardon'd. One 
Part of the Conſpiracy was to get 
King Villiam ailailinated abroad, 
which being happily diſcover'd 
and prevented, one Grandwal a 
Frenchman, who was to be the infa- 
mous Actor, was tried by a Court- 
Martial, and executed as a Traitor, 
at Eyndenbowen, in 1692. At the 
ſame Time that this horrid Fact 
was to have been perpetrated, 
King Fames was to make a De- 
ſcent upon England from la Hogue, 
where he was ready with an 
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Army of French, Iriſh, Engliſh and 
Scots, But the Exgliſb Fleet under 
Admiral Rufſzl, Delawal and o- 
thers, being timely join'd by the 
Dutch Fleet, gave the French un- 
der Admiral Teurwille, ſuch a ſignal 
Defeat, on May 19, 1692, and 
the two or three following Days, a: 
render'd quite abortive” this for. 
midable projected Invaſion : The 
Royal Sun of 104 Guns, com. 
manded by Tourvill:e himſelf, the 
Aamirable of 102 Guns, and th: 
Conguerant of 80, were burnt in 
this Engagement, with a great 
many leſſer Ships. 

The Beginning of the ſame 
Year, Catharine Queen Dowager, 
Widow of King Charles II. left 
Somerſet-Houſe, and retir'd to her 
native Country, Portugal. On Sat. 
8, was a conſiderable Shock of an 
Earthquake, which continued for 
about a Minute, and was felt not 
only in England, but in Flandert, 
where King Villiam then wa. 
The ſame Year alſo died the Hon. 


| Robert Boyle, Eſq; a moſt famous 


Experimental Philoſopher, and 
Founder of the well-known Lec: 
ture, which bears his Name. 
The Parliament meeting to- 
wards the End of the Year, pals'd 
a Bill for the frequent Calling an 
Meeting of Parliaments, commonly 
called the Triennial Bill; but the 
King, by the Advice of his Mi. 
niſters, refus'd his Aſſent: As be 
did alſo the next Year, to a B 
touching free and impartial Pr: 
ceedings in Parliament, being in 
the Nature of what is now call d 
a Place- Bill: Which fo diſpleas'! 
the Commons, that they reiols'd, 
That whoever adviſed the Nu. 
not to give the Royal Aſent to tot 
Att, was an Enemy to their Ma- 
jeſties and the Kingdom, Howe, 
the Parliament inſiſting upon the 
Triennial Bill, he thought ft. 
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paſs it in 1694 ; which gave a 
eneral Satisfaction. 

In 47 , by the good Conduct 
ef King Vilkam, the French King's 
Deſigns upon Brabant were en- 
tirely fruſtrated. Some Time after, 
in July, was fought the famous 
Battle of Landen, between the Al- 
lied Army commanded by King 
William, and the French under 
the Duke of Luxemburg: And tho 
the latter were much ſuperior in 
Number, the former fought with 
ſach obſtinate Bravery, under their 
— and valiant Leader, that 
or ſome Time they had mani- 
feſtly the Advantage; and it was 
only the Superiority of Numbers 
that at laſt wreſted the Victory out 
of their Hands: After which, the 
French made themſelves Maſters of 
Charleroy. 

Our Loſs likewiſe at Sea was 


this Year very conſiderable, which 


was reckon'd to be owing to MH- 
management in our Admirals. For 
the whole Be Fleet, on June 16, 
fell upon Sir George Rooke's Squa- 
dron, which had a Fleet of near 
400 Merchant- Ships, bound for the 
Streights, under its Convoy, whilſt 
it was ſeparated from the main 
Fleet, which ſhould have convoy'd 
it out of Danger, and took, burnt 
or ſunk four of the greateſt Smyrna 
Ships, three Dutch Men of War, 
and one Exgliſb, and near 80 other 
Merchant-Ships. Which Miſcar— 
riage occaſion'd an Inquiry in Par- 
lament, but nothing came of it. 
On Now. 24, died Dr. Sancroft, 
the deprived Archbiſhop of Canter- 


. Gury, who ſeems to have been a 


quiet, honeſt Man, tho” he ſcrupled 
taking the Oaths. 

In April, 1694, the Earl of 
Shrewſbury, who a little before 
was made Secretary of State in 
the Room of the Earl of Norting- 
ham, was advanc'd to the Title 
of Duke of Shrewſbury ; and the 
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Earl of Mulgrave was created 
Marqueſs of Normanby,. Soon after, 
the Marqueſs of Carmarthen was 
made Duke of Leear, the Earl of 
Bedford Duke of Bedford, and the 
Earl of Dewor/bire Duke of De- 
wvon/ſhire. And Sydney Lord Godol- 
phie was named firit Commiſhoner 
of the Treaſury. 

Our Honour at Sca was in great 
Meaſure retriev'd this Year. Of 
a Fleet of French Merchant Men, 
Capt. Pickard burnt or ſunk 35 
out of 55, as alſo the Man of War 
which convoy'd them. And tho?” 
our Deſign upon Bre/? miſcarried, 
yet we terribly bombarded Dieppe 
and Hawre-de-Grace, and continu'd 
to alarm the whole Coaſt of 
France; whilſt our grand Fle 
under Admiral Ruſſel, rode trium- 
phant in the Mediterranean, block d 
up the French Fleet in Toulon, and 
by that Means put a Stop to the 
conquering Arms of Fance in Ca- 
talonia. Lho' there was no Action 
of any Note in Flanders, yet upon 
the whole the Allies were ſucceisful 
in preventing the farther Deſigns 
of France there, and in the End 
too: the Town and Caſtle of Hay. 

The King return'd on Now. . 
And on the 22d, that excellent 
Prelate Dr. Tillotſon, Archbilhop 
of Canterbury, died in the O5th 
Year of his Age. He was ex- 
ceedingly beloved by both their 


Majeſties, who nominated Dr, Ten- 


niſon, Biſhop of Lincoln, to ſucceed 
him. 

On Dec. 28, Queen Mary died 
of the Small-Pox, to the inexpreſ- 
ſible Grief of the King and the 
Nation. Her Death was condol'd 
in Addreſſes from both Houſes of 
Parliament, and by the Princeſs 
Anne her Siſter, in a moſt pa- 
thetick Jetter to the King. The 
Princeſs had had the Misfortune 
to fall under the Queen's Diſplea- 
ſure, but on this Occaſion a Re- 
Cca4 
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the Emperor, Spain, and the Ger- 
man Princes, upon the King's Re- 
monſtrances on the State of Affairs, 
came to vigorous Reſolutions in 
Defence of he Liberties of Europe 
againſt France; yet, after all, Eng- 
land and Holland were in a Man- 
ner forc'd to bear the whole 
Charge and Burden of the War. 
The French were ſo far before- 
hand with the Allies, that they 
took the ſtrong City of Mons this 
Year, and Namur in the Year fol- 
lowing ; after which was fought 
the Battle of Steentirk (King 
William commanding the Confe- 
derate Army himſelf,” as he did 
every Year — the War) in 
which, tho' the French remain'd 
Maſters of the Field of Battle, yet 
King William ſo bravely diſputed 
the Viaory, that they had ſcarce 
any Thing elſe to boaſt of, the 
Loſs being nearly equal on both 
Sides. a 
The King was no ſooner, gone 
abroad in 1691, bur the Jacobites 
xeſum'd their favourite Scheme, 
in Concert with France, for re- 
ſtoring the late King James. But 
the Vigilance of Queen Mary and 
the Goverment again diſconcerted 
their Meaſures. Several were taken 
up, and Lord Preſton and Mr. Aſoton 
were both tried and condemned ; 
the latter was executed, but the 
former, upon his diſcovering the 
whole Plot was pardon'd. - One 
Part of the Conſpiracy was to get 
King Villiam aſſaſſinated abroad, 
which being happily diicover'd 
and prevented, one Grandual a 
Frenchman, who was to be the infa- 
mous Actor, was tried by a Court- 
| Martial, and executed as a Traitor, 
at Eyndenhowen, in 1692. At the 
ſame Time that this horrid Fact 
was to have been perpetrated, 
King Fames was to make a De- 
ſcent upon England from la Hegue, 


where he was ready with an 


Army of French, Iri/h, Engliſs and 


Scots. But the Englifo Fleet under 


Admiral Rug, Delawal and o. 
thers, being timely join'd by the 
Dutch Fleet, gave the French un- 
der Admiral Tourwille, ſuch a figna! 


Defeat, on May 19, 1692, and 


the two or three following Days, a 
render'd quite abortive” this for- 
midable projected Invaſion : The 
Royal Sun of 104 Guns, com- 
manded by Tourvi/le himfelf, the 
Aamirable of 102 Guns, and th: 
Conguerant of 80, were burnt in 
this Engagement, with a great 
many leſſer Ships. 

The Beginning of the ſame 
Year, Catharine Queen Dowager, 
Widow of King Charles II. lat 
Somerſet-Houſe, and retir'd to her 
native Country, Portugal. On Sagt. 
8, was a conſiderable Shock of an 
Earthquake, which continued for 
about a Minute, and was felt not 
only in England, but in Flanders, 
where King William then wa. 
The ſame Year alſo died the Hon. 
Robert Boyle, Eſq; a moſt famous 
Experimental Philoſopher, and 
Founder of the well-known Lec- 
ture, which bears his Name. 

The Parliament meeting to- 
wards the End of the Year, paso d 
a Bill for the frequent Calling ani 
Meeting of Parliaments, commonly 
called the Triennial Bill; but the 
King, by the Advice of his Mi 
niſters, refus'd his Aſſent: As be 
did alſo the next Year, to a Bi 
touching free and impartial Pr: 
ceedings in Parliament, being in 
the Nature of what is now call d 
a Place- Bill: Which ſo diſpleas d 
the Commons, that they retold, 
That whoever adviſed the Nu 
not to give the Royal Afent to bl 
Act, was an Enemy to their Ma- 
Jeſtics and the Kingdom, Howevc!, 
the Parliament inſiſting upon the 
Triennial Bill, he thought ft © 
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paſs it in 1694 ; which gave a 
general Satisfaction, 

In 1693, by the good Conduct 
ef King Villiam, the French King's 
Deſigns upon Brabant were en- 
tirely fruſtrated. Some Time after, 
in July, was fought the famous 
Battle of Landen, between the Al- 
lied Army commanded by King 
William, and the French under 
the Duke of Luxemburg: And tho 
the latter were much ſuperior in 
Number, the former fought with 
ſuch obſtinate Bravery, under their 

rudent and valiant Leader, that 
* ſome Time they had mani- 
feſtly the Advantage; and it was 
only the Superiority of Numbers 
that at laſt wreſted the Victory out 
of their Hands: After which, the 
French made themſelves Maſters of 
Charleroy. 

Our Loſs likewiſe at Sea was 


this Year very conſiderable, which 


was reckon'd to be owing to Miſ- 
management in our Admirals. For 
the whole Bre Fleet, on June 16, 
fell upon Sir George Rooke's Squa- 
dron, which had a Fleet of near 
400 Merchant- Ships, bound for the 
Streig ts, under its Convoy, whilit 
it was ſeparated from the main 
Fleet, which ſhould have convoy d 
it out of Danger, and took, burnt 
or ſunk four of the greateſt Smyrna 
Ships, three Dutch Men of War, 
and one Englicb, and near 80 other 
Merchant-Ships. Which Miſcar— 
riage occaſion'd an Inquiry in Par- 
lament, but nothing came of it. 

On Now. 24, died Dr. Sancroft, 
the deprived Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury, Who ſeems to have been a 
quiet, honeſt Man, tho' he ſcrupled 
taking the Oaths. 

In April, 1694, the Earl of 
Shrewſbury, who a little before 
was made Secretary of State in 
the Room of the Earl of Netting- 
ham, was advanc'd to the Title 
of Duke of Shreauſbury; and the 
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Earl of Mulgrave was created 
Marqueſs of Normanby. Soon after, 
the Marqueſs of Carmarthen was 
made Duke of Le-ar, the Earl of 
Bedford Duke of Bedford, and the 
Earl of Deworfire Duke of De- 
vonſbire. And Sydney Lord Godo!- 
phie was named firit Commiſhoner 
of the Treaſury. 

Our Honour at Sea was in great 
Meaſure retriev'd this Year. Of 
a Fleet of French Merchant- Men, 
Capt. Pickard burnt or ſunk 35 
ont of 55, as alſo the Man of War 
which convoy'd them. And tho?” 
our Deſign upon Bre/? mitcarried, 
yet we terribly bomb:rded Dieppe 
and Hawre-de-Grace, and continu'd 
to alarm the whole Coaſt of 


France; whilſt our grand Fleet, 


under Admiral Ru/el, rode trium- 
phant in the Mediterranean, block'd 
up the French Fleet in Toulon, and 
by that Means put a Stop to the 
conquering Arms of France in Ca- 
talonia. Tho' there was no Action 
of any Note in Flanders, yet upon 
the whole the Allies were ſucceisful 
in preventing the farther Deſigns 
of France there, and in the End 
too": the Town and Caſtle of Hay. 

The King return'd on Nov. . 
And on the 22d, that excellent 
Prelate Dr. Ti/lotfon, Archbilhop 
of Canterbury, died in the 6 5th 
Year of his Age. He was ex- 
ceedingly beloved by both their 


Majeſties, who nominated Dr. Ten- 
niſon, Bifhop of Lincoln, to ſucceed 


him. 

On Dec. 28, Queen Mary died 
of the Small-Pox, to the inexpreſ- 
ſible Grief of the King and the 
Nation. Her Death was condol'd 
in Addreſies from both Houſes of 
Parliament, and by the Princeſs 
Anne her Siſter, in a moſt pa- 
thetick [.etter to the King. The 
Princeſs had had the Misfortune 
to fall under the Queen's Diſplæa- 
ſure, but on this Occaſion a Re- 
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eonciliation at Court was effected. 
Queen Mary, tho“ perhaps not 
quite ſo perfect as her Panegyriſts 
make her, was certainly an ex- 
cellent Woman, if we conſider her 
undiſſembled Piety, her extenſive 
Charity, and all thoſe other amia- 
ble Virtues which adorn the Sex. 
For conjugal Affection and Duty 
ſhe was a rare Example, the Will 
of the King her Huſband being, 


as it were, her governing Principle. 


Her Regard for the Proteſtant Re- 


ligion and the Liberties of the 
ation, made her think it neceſſa- 

, and conſequently lawful and 
juſtifiable, to fill the vacant Throne 
of .her Father. She was Kin 

ames's eldeſt Daughter, and ied 
in the 33d Year of her Age, 
having reign'd near ſix Years joint- 
ly with the King her Huſband. 
On March v, the was moſt ſolemnly 
and magnificently interr'd in Heu- 
1 VIIch's Chapel. 

In the Beginning of the Vear 
1695, the Parliament made a ſtrict 
Inquiry into ſeveral Abuſes and 
Corruptions. 'They began with 
the Agents of Regiments, and after 


ſeveral were examined, Mr. Tracy 


Payncefort was committed to the 
Tower, for refuſing to anſwer to 
the Queſtions demanded by the 
Houſe of Commons : And with 
Regard to his Brother, Mr. E- 
ward Pauncefort, they reſolved, 
That for contriving to cheat 
Col. Haſftings's Regiment of 500 
Guineas, and for giving a Bribe 
to obtain the King's Bounty, he 
be taken into Cuſtody : Alſo, that 
Mr. Henry Guy, a Member of the 
Houſe, for taking a Bribe of 200 
Guineas, be committed Priſoner to 
the Tower. They then fell upon 
the Contractors for cloathing the 
Army, particularly Mr. James 
Craggs, and Mr. Richard Harnage: 
* ordered, That a Bill be 
brought in, to oblige Mr. Edward 
3 ; 
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Pauncefort to diſcover how he dif. 
22 of the Moneys paid into his 
and relating to the Army, and 
for puniſhing him in Caſe he 
ſhould not make ſuch Diſcovery 
and that Mr. Tracy Pauncefort, 
Mr. Craggs, and Mr. Harnagt, 
be included in the ſaid Bill. The 
Commiſſioners for Licenſing and 
Regulating Hackney-Coaches and 
Stage - Coaches, next came under 
Cenſure, for having, by receiving 
Bribes, and other undue Means, 
acted corruptly and arbitrarily: 
And his Majeſty was addreſs'd to 
remove three of them, who were 
accordingly removed. 

But the Affair of the Eaft- India 
Company, and of the Bill for ſatis. 
fying the Debt due to the Orphans 
of London, made the greateſt Noiſe. 
For forwarding this Bill, ſeveral 
large Sums were given to Members 
of Parliament; and the ſame by the 
Governors of the Eaft-India Com- 
pany, for obtaining a new Char- 
ter, and an Act of Parliament to 
confirm it, in Oppoſition to a new 
Company that was going to be 
erected. A Committee was there- 
fore appointed to inipect the 
Books of the ſaid Company, and 
alſo thoſe of the Chamberlain of 
London: And the Commons re- 
ſolved, That Sir John Trewor, their 
Speaker, receiving a Gratuity of 
1000 Guineas from the City of 
London, after paſſing of the Or- 
phans- Bill, was — 2 of a high 
Crime and Miſdemeanor. Upon 
this he thought fit to abſent him- 
ſelf, and the Commons choſe Paul 
Foley, Eiq; Speaker in his Room, 
and expell'd their old Speaker, 
who was alſo Maſter of the Rolls, 
Mr. Hungerford, Chairman of the 
Committee for the ſaid Bill, for 
receiving 20 Guineas on the ſame 
Account, was alſo expelled the 
Houſe. On March 26, the Com- 
mons order'd, That Sir Thomas 


Cook, 
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Cook, a Member, having refus'd 
to give an Account of the M 
of the Eaft-India Company by 
him diſtributed, be committed to 
the Tower, and a Bill be brought 
in to oblige him to give ſuch 
Account. But this was dropt, 
and a Bill paſs'd to indemnity him 
upon making a due Diſcovery. 
ereupon he deliver'd in Writing, 
to a Committee of both Houſes, 
an Account of the Diſpoſal of 
large Sums to ſeveral Perſons. But 
his Diſcovery not being deem'd 
ſatisfactory, a Bill paſs'd both 
Houſes, and receiv'd the Royal 
Aﬀent, for impriſoning Sir Thomas 
Cook, Sir Bafil Firebraſs, Charles 
Bates, Eſq; and James Craggs, 
and for reſtraining them from alie- 
nating their Eſtates, And the Com- 
mons drew up Articles of Im- 
peachment againſt the Duke of 
Leeds, Prefident of the Council, 


| for contracting and agreeing with 


the Merchants trading to the Eaſt- 
Indies, or their Agents, for 5500 
Guineas, to procure them a Charter 
of Confirmation, and a Charter of 

egulation, or by his Agents and 
Servants, with his Privity and 
Conſent. But, Monſ. Robart, his 
Grace's Servant, who receiv'd the 


Money of Mr. Bates, going off, 


it never came to a Trial. 
In this Seſſion alſo, the bad 
State of the Silver-Coin was firſt 


taken into Conſideration, which 


by Clipping and Adulterating had 
reduc'd near Half in Value, 
to the great Detriment of Trade 


| and Embarraſment of the publick 
Revenue. The Remedying of this 


Grievance was not perfected till 
the next Parliament, when all the 
Silver-Money was order'd to be 
call'd in and re-coin'd, and the 


| Loſs to be borne by the Publick. 


This gave Riſe to Exchequer: Bills, 
or Paper-Money, which were no 
ſooner ſet on foot, but the ſcandal- 
ous Practice of falſe Indorſement 
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began, for which Mr. Charles 
Duncomb and Mr. Knight were 
expell'd the Houſe, and commit- 
ted to the Tower, and Mr. Burton 
to Newgate, Bills were order'd 
to be brought in to puniſh them, 
which paſs'd the Commons, but 
were thrown out by the Lords, 
who bein ually divided u 
Head Bill a Duke of ed 
gave the caſting Vote for rejectin 
it. He was Keceiver-General of 
the Exciſe, and reckon'd worth 
400,000 J. and *twas thought that 
his Money, more than his In- 
nocence, brought him off. How- 
ever, of this there could be no 
Proof. 

The Year 1695 was glorious 
to reg William and the Allies 
by the Reduction of Namur. Mar- 
ſhal Beuficrs having thrown him- 
ſelf into it with a ſtrong Rein- 
forcement, the Gariſon then con- 
ſiſted of near 15,000 Men, and 
they were furniſh'd with Pro- 
viſions for ſeveral Months. Yet 


King Villiam having laid Siege 


to it, the Beginning of Ju, car- 
ried it on with ſuch Vigor and 
good Conduct, even in the Sight 
of a numerous French Army, under 
Marſhal Villerey, who had ad- 
vanced to relieve it, that the Town 
ſurrender'd on Aug. 6. N. S. and 
the Caſtle in leſs than a Month 
after. 

The Exgliſb Fleet, under Lord 
Berkeley, ſpread Terror this Sum- 
mer along the Coaſts of France, 
bombarded St. Maloe, and ſome 
other Towns: And in Return, 
Villeroy, by the French King's 
Order, bombarded Braſſels. 

His Majeſty, who at his De- 

arture had appointed Lords- 
Jute to govern the Kingdom in 
his Abſence, immediately on his 
Return, by Proclamation diſſolved 
his ſecond Parliament, and a new 
one met on Now. 22. In which, 
On 
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on Jan. 12, beſides the Act for 
rem(dying the ill State of the Coin, 
the King gave his Aſſent to one, 
for regulating Trials in Caſes of 
Treaſon, wa Miſpriſion ef Treaſon ; 
of great Benefit to the Liberties of 
the Subject: Whereby, among other 
Things, the Perſon accuſed was to 
have a Copy of his Indictment, to 
be allowed Counſel, and not to be 
convicted but by two Witneſſes. 
A double Plot was about this 
Time diſcovered, to aſſaſſinate the 
King, and invade the Kingdom. 
Many of the late King Fames's 
Emiſſaries came over from France, 
and held Conſultations with Papiſts 
and Jacobites here, how to murder 
King William; and after ſeveral 
Debates on the "Time, Place and 
Manner of putting their horrid 
Deſign in Execution, they at laſt 
agreed to aſſaſſinate his Majeſty in 
his Coach, on ſome Day in Fe- 
bruary, 1695-6, in a Lane between 
Brentford and Turnham-Green, as 
he return'd from Hunting. But 
happily the whole Plot was diſ- 
cover'd, by Mr. Pendergraſs, the 
very Night before it was to be 
executed, which was confirm'd by 
Mr. de la Rue, another of the 
Plotters, and afterwards by Capt. 
Porter, and others of them, who 
came in upon the Proclamation 
for apprehending the Conſpira- 
tors. At the ſame Time there 
was to be an Invaſion from France, 
for which Purpoſe King James 
was come to Calais, and the 
Troops, Artillery and Stores were 
immediately order'd to be em- 
bark' d; but by the News of the 
Aſſaſſination Plot having miſcar- 
ried, and the ſpeedy ſending of 
a forinidable Fleet under Admiral 
Ruſſel, this other Part of the Deſign 
was fruſtrated : And Calais was not 
long after bombarded by the Eng- 
liſh. The King, on Feb. 21, ac- 
quainted the Parliament with the 


* 


very of the Plot; upon which 


batt Houſes addreſs'd his Majeſty 


to congratulate him on his happy 
Preſervation : And the Houſe of 
Commons drew up and ſubſcrib'd 
an Aſſociation, to ſtand by one 
another in the Defence of hi; 
Majeſty's ſacred Perſon and Go. 
vernment, againſt the late King 
James and all his Adherents. The 
Lords alſo agreed to the ſame 
Aſſociatior and the Example of 
the two duſes was follow'd 
by all the Corporations in the 
Kingdom. Some of the Con. 
ſpirators fled in Time beyond Sea; 
and of thoſe who were appre- 
hended, Charnoek, King and K. 
were executed on March 18; $i: 
Tohn Friend, and Sir William Pr. 
kins, on April 3, following, 1695; 
and Brigadier Rookwood, Major 
Lowick and Mr. Cranbourn, on the 
2gth. One of the Conſpirator 
was baniſh'd, and ſome were im. 
priſon'd by A& of Parliament. 
Sir John Fenwick was apprehended 
ſome Time after, particularly tor 
that Part of the Plot relating to 
the Invaſion. His Caſe was ſome- 
what remarkable: For having ſpi. 
rited away one of the two Wit 
neſſes againſt him, and endeavour'd 
to do the ſame by Capt. Porter, 


the other Witneſs, who had a 


Penſion from King Villiam, be 


was beheaded on an Act of At- 


tainder, Fan. 28, 1695 -7. The 
Bill againſt him was carried by 
no very conſiderable Majority in 
either foals; a great many, both 
of the Lords and Commons, being 
averſe to ſuch extraordinary Ways 
of Proceeding. 

Before his Majeſty went abroad 
in 1696, he appointed the great 
Officers of State for the Time be- 
ing, with other Lords and Gentle. 
men, among whom the great Mr. 
Locke, ſo well known to the learn- 
ed World, was one, to be Com. 
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miſſioners for Trade and Planta- 
tions. This was the firſt Com- 
miſſion of the Kind, and is ſtill 
kept on Foot. 

he Campaign paſs'd in Flan- 
ders this Year without any Action. 
Both Armies ſuffer'd equally for 
want of Pay, and ſpent the Time 
in obſerving each other, and en- 
deavouring to poſſeſs themſelves of 
the moſt convenient Places for th-1r 
gubſiſtence. And indeed France, 
as well as England and Holland, 
began to be weary of the War, 
— to entertain ſerious Thoughts 
of Peace: For which ſome Over- 
tures were already made on the 
Part of the French King. In the 
mean Time, the Duke of Savoy 
was drawn in to make a ſeparate 
Peace with France. 

The Beginning of the Year 
1697, Sir John Sommers, who 
had been for ſome Time Lord- 
Keeper, was made Lord-Chancel- 
lor, as alſo Lord Sommers Baron 
of Eveſpam ; and Edward Ruſſel, 
Eiq; the famous Admiral, was 
created Earl of Orford. 

The French, to bring down the 
Demands of Spain, belieg'd and 
took Aeth in Flanders this Year, 
as alſo the City of Barcelona in 

|F Opain; the King of England and 
| the States-General, who had in a 
Manner borne the whole Burden 
of the War, ſeeming to coanive 
at theſe Conqueſts to bring Spain 
the more readily to accept the 
Offers of France, eſpecially as they 
knew theſe Places muſt be reſtor'd 
by the Peace: The Treaty for 
which went on but ſlowly, at 
Ryfwick, a Place belonging to 
King William, between the Hague 
and Delft ; bar at laſt, by his Ma- 
jeſty's Addreſs, and the Mediation 
of the King of Swwed-n, it was 
happily 25. MAG and fign'd there 
by the Engliſh, Spaniſh, and Dutch 


Fienipotentiaries, with thoſe of 
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France, on Sept. 10, and by the 
Miniſters of the Emperor, who 
ſtood out for ſome Time, on 
Oct. 20, with as much Advantage 
to the Allies as could reaſonably 
be expected. It was about this 
Time, that the Czar of Muſcowy, 
who had a Mind to viſit foreign 
Countries for the Improvement 
of his own Dominions, had an 
Interview with King Milllam in 
Holland, and afterwards follow*d 
him into England. 
When the Parliament met, Dec. 
3, the King told them in his 
Speech, that conſidering the Cir- 
cumſtances of Affairs abroad, it 
was his Opinion, that England 
could not be ſafe without a Land- 
Force. Which Clauſe the Com- 
mons did not like, as if it were 
deſign'd to recommend a Stand- 
ing Army in Time of Peace. And 
ſo after long Debates they reſolv'd, 
That all the Land-Forces, rais'd 
ſince Sept. 29, 1680, ſhould be 
paid and diſbanded. Yet, to ſhew 
their Affection to his Majeſty, 
they reſolved, on Dec. 20, That 
700,000 /. per Annum, be granted 
to him for the Support of the 
Civil-Liſt. And about three Weeks 
after, the Royal Aſſent was given 
to an Act againſt correſponding 
with the late King James, or his 
Aadherents. | 
The Parliament continued fit- 
ting till Zuly 5, 1698, and then 
was prorogu'd, and two Days after 
diſſolved. 
Eaſt-India Company was eſtabliſh- 
ed, the Merchants having agreed 
to advance 2,000,000 /, to the 
Government, at 8 per Cent. 
old Company otter'd to raiſe 
700,000 J. at 4 per Cent. but this 
was rejected; tho' they were after- 
wards continued a Corporation, 
and the two Companies united. 
On Tuly 20, the King went 
over to Holland, and about a 
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Month after, the Treaty of Parti- 
tion was concluded between Eng- 
land, France and the States, con- 
cerning the Succeſſion of the Spa- 
ni Dominions, in Caſe the Kin 
of Spain, who was now old an 
in a very bad State of Health, 
ſhould die without Iſſue. By this 
Treaty, ſo much to the Prejudice 
of King Villiam's Reputation, the 
Kingdoms of Naples and Sicily, 
a great many other Places, and 
' Particularly thoſe on the French 
Side of the Pyrenees, were to be 
given to the Dauphin of France: 
Spain, the Indies and Loxw- Coun- 
ties, to the Electoral Prince of 
Bavaria; and the Duchy of 
Milan, to the Archduke Charles, 
the Emperor's ſecond Son. The 
Beginning of the Year 1700, a 
ſecond Treaty was conciuved, on 
"Occaſion of the Death of the 
Electoral Prince of Bavaria, whoſe 
Share was now aſſign'd to the 
Archduke Charles; and the Duke 
of Lorrain, whoſe Country was 
to be given to France, was to 
have the Duchy of Milan. King 
Milliam's Deſign in this Treaty 
was, doubtleſs, to prevent a War; 
but he was only amus'd by the 
French King, who, tho' he pro- 
pos'd it, had at the ſame 'Time 


another Deſign in View, and made 


uſe of this Treaty to bring it a- 
bout. For the Spaniards being 
enrag'd at having their Monarchy 
thus diſmember'd without their 
Conſent, Lewis XIV. by his In- 
trigues at the Court of Madrid, 
* x Pretence of preſerving the 
Szanip Monarchy entire, brought 
the King of Spain to ſign a Will, 
making Philip Duke of Amon, 
Lewis's Grandſon, his univerſal 
Heir. | 

To return to the Year 1698. On 


Dec. 6, the new Parliament met, in 


which, tho' the King expreſs'd his 
Defire of having a good Body 
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of Land- Forces kept up, yet the 
Commons reſolved, That all the 
Land- Forces, exceeding 7000 for 
England, and 12,000 for Vreland 
(all his Majeſty's natural-bor, 
Subjects) ſhould be forthwith paid 
and diſbanded. This made the 
King very uneaſy, but when he 
ſaw the Parliament in earneſt, he 
comply'd with a good Grace. 
He would fain have kept thi 
Dutch Guards that came over 
with him at firſt; but not being 
able to move the Parliament, he 
with much Complaiſance ſubmit. 
ted, and ſent them away : Which 
gave great Satisfaction to his 
People. 

In June, 1695, the King went 
over to Holland, and teturn'd in 
OZeber. The Parliament met on 
Now. 16, and in this vcilion were 
great Debates about the /r1/- tor- 
feited Eſtates, reſuming the Grants 
which the King had made of 
ſeveral of them to his Miniſters 
and. Favourites, and applying all 
to the Uſe of the Publick. The 
Commons, in April, 1700, to carry 
their Point, tack'd the Bill of R.. 
Jumptien to the Lend-Tax Bill 4 
which occafion'd great Heats be- 
tween the two Houſes, the Lords 
making Amendments, which the 
Commons would not agree to; when 
the King, fearing the Conſequen- 
ces, ſent a private Meſſage to the 
Lords to paſs the Bill without any 
Amendments, and on April 1! 
prorogu'd the Parliament, In- 
mediately after which, he took 
the Great-Seal from Lord Sommers, 
and gave it to Sir Nathan Wright, 
with the Title of Lord-Keeper. 

The King went over again to 
Holland in July, this Year ; and 
on the 29th, died that hopeful 
young Prince the Duke of Glau- 
ce/ter, Son to their Royal High. 
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old. The King was very fond of 


Nu nim, and had F the Earl 
© e Mariboronugh his Governor, and 
ö ** che Biſhop of Saliſbury his Pre- 
om M ceptor. IM 

i The ng of 5 ain dying to- 
gr W wards the End of this Year, the 
e Duke of Anon was declar'd King 

'* WT of Spain by the French King his 
= ; Grandfather. And the French, at 
yer the fame Time, over-runuing the 

wa | Spaniſh Netherlands, both King 
oer lam and the States were o- 
* blig' d to own the Duke of Axjou's 
. 5s Tide, in order to gain Time, till 
Riel © they were in a Condition to op- 

ky poſe the Deſigns of France. 

- His Majeſty, ſoon after his Re- 
——— turn, diſſolv'd the Parliament, and 
an the ſame Time, to pleaſe thoſe 
en ee diſtinguiſh'd by the Name 


of the Church-Party, made ſome 
r. Alerations in his Miniſtry; having 
et call'd up to the Houſe of 

3 Lords Charles Montague, Eſq; (who 


* vas Chancellor of the Exchequer 

1 when the great Affair of the Coin 

e regulated, chiefly by his Skill 
au Addreſs) by the Title of Lord 

TY Halifax. 

5 It; I The new Parliament meeting in 


E Kobert Harley, Eſq; their Speaker. 
= The Sing in his Speech, on the 
Death of the Duke of Glouceſter, 
having recommended to them a 
© farther Proviſion for the Succeſſion 
in the Proteſtant Line, after him 
and the Princeſs, both Houſes 
came into it; and on June 12, 
701, his Majeſty paſs'd the fa- 
mous Act for the farther Limi- 
gation of the Crown, and better ſe- 
nig the Rights and Liberties of 


* che Subjecks; whereby the Crown 
_ farther limited to the Princeſs 
veſul [> ophia EleQoreis Dowager of Ha- 
. . ang ner Proteſtant Heirs. 
Jigh- WL Was Hrandaughter of King 
als of we I. by his Daughter Eliza- 
ven “ een of Buhimia, and 
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4 * . 
4 Feb. 1700 -1, the Commons choſe 
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Grandmother to his preſent Ma- 
jeſty King George IT. 

Both Houſes had cenſur'd the 
Partition-'Treaty, and the Com- 
mons went ſo far as to impeach 
of High- Crimes and Miſdemea- 
nors, the Earl of Portland, the 
chief Manager of that Treaty, and 
the Earl of Orford, and the Lords 
Sommers and Hallifax, as the Ad- 
viſers of it. The Peers, where the 
Court-Party prevail'd, were for 
favouring the four Lords, and 
after long Debates, Meſſages and 
Conferences, about the Time and 
Manner of their Trial, which 
occaſion'd a great Breach between 
the two Houſes, the Lords of 
themſelves appointed a Day for 
the Trial of Lords Sommers and 
Orford, againſt whom Articles had 
been exhibited, and the Commons 
not appearing, acquitted them; 
and at the ſame Time, Fune 24, 
diſmiſs'd the Impeachments againſt 
the Lords Portland and Hallifax, 
and the old one againſt the Duke 
of Leeds. The fame Day, the 
King, to put an End to theſe 
Diſſenſions, prorogu'd the Par- 
lament. 

His Majeſty went again to 
Holland in Juh, where he made 


a Speech in the Aftcmbly of the 


States, on the Poſture of Affairs in 
Europe, which had a good Effect. 
The Englih Nation was now di- 
vided into Parties, for and againſt 
a War, the old and new Mini- 
ſtry, and the Houſe of Commons 
(which had occaſion'd the famous 
Kentiſh Petition, and Legion Let- 
ter, in which laſt the Commons 
were treated with great Scurrili- 
ty, and even Menaces.) But the 
Death of the late King James, on 
Sept. 5, At St. Germains, and the 
French King's declaring thereupon 
the pretended Prince of Wales 
King of the'e Realms, gave a new 
Turn to People's Minds, and 

made 
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made them all unite in a firm 
Adherence to his Majeſty, and the 
utmoſt Abhorrence of this Indig- 
nity put upon him and the Na- 
tion by the French King. 

His Majeſty return'd about the 
End of October, and having diſ- 
ſolved the Parliament, d ano- 
ther to meet on Dec. 30, The 
Commons again choſe Mr. Harley 
their Speaker, and the King made 
a moſt excellent Speech to both 
Houſes on the preſent Poſture of 
Affairs, the late inſolent Step of 
the French King, the Dangers that 
threatned Europe, by his placing 
his Grandſon on the Throne of 
Spain, and the Alliances he had 

made for obviating thoſe Dan- 
gers: To which both Houſes re- 
turn'd the moſt ſatisfactory Ad- 
dreſſes. And ſoon after, the 
Commons addreſs'd his Majeſty, 
that it might be an Article in 
the ſeveral Treaties of Alliance, 
That no Peace all be made with 
France, till his Majeſty and the 
Natien hawe Reparation for the 
Indignity Fer d by the French King, 


Wales Ning of England, Scotland, 
end Ireland. They then voted 
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Royal Aſſent was given by Com. 


in declaring the pretended Prince of 
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40,000 Land- Forces, and as many 
for the Sea- Service. 

In the Midſt of theſe vigorous 
Reſolutions, the King, who had 
been declining in his Health. for 
ſome Time, on Feb. 21, 1701-2, 
fell from his Horſe, as he was 
hunting, and broke his right 
Collar-Bone ; which, join'd with 
his former Indiſpoſition, held him 
in a languiſhing State till the 8th 
of March, when, with great Com- 
poſedneſs and Reſignation, he ex. 
pired. During his Illneſs, the 


miſſion to an Act for attainling 
the pretended Prince of Wales of 
High-Treaſon ; and another 5, // 
further Security of his Mijifty'; 
Perſon, and the Succeſſion of th: 
Crown in the Proto ſtant Line, &, 
Thus died the heroick King 
William III. in the 524 Year df 
his Age, having reign'd 13 Year 
3 Weeks and 2 Days: A Prince, 
perhaps, of as few Faults, and as 
many excellent Qualities as any ol 
his Predeceſſors; and, without 
Doubt, an illuſtrious Inſtrument in 


Sett 
the Hand of Providence, for reſcu- Ja bay 
ing theſe Nations from Popery and claim'c 


arbitrary Power. 
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SE ing to the Crown 

RS) by Virtue of the 4# 
4 Settlement made in King Hil- 
iam's Reign, was accordingly pro- 
claim'd Queen on March 8, 
1701 -2, a few Hours after the 
aid King's Death; having firſt, 
in her Speech to the Privy- 
Council, declar'd her Opinion of 
the Importance of carrying on 
the Preparations that had been be- 
gun for oppoſing the great Power 
of France. 

The Parliament; which uſed to 
be diſſolv'd on the Death of the 
Sovereign, continuing to exiſt by 
an Act paſs'd in the late Reign, 
both Houſes immediately aſſem- 
bled, and the Lords on the gth, and 
ommons on the topth, prelented 
eir Additeſles of e for 
h Dea a of the King, and Con- 
gratulation for her Majeſty's happy 

ccelton, | 


The next Day the N made 
a Speech to botk Houſes, telling 
them, ſhe could not too muck 
lament her Unhappineſs in ſuc- 
ceeding to the Crown immediately 
after the Loſs of a King, who 
was the great Support not only of 
theſe Kingdoms, but of all Europe, 
being ſenſible of the Weight and 
Difficulty it brought upon her: 
And ſhe was glad to find them 
of her Mind, that too much could 
not be done for the Encourage- 


ment of her Allies to reduce the 


exorbitant Power of France. 
A few Days after, her Majeſty 
declar'd the Earl of Marlborough 


Captain-General of all her For- 
ces; wrote a Letter to the States- 


General, to aſſure them of her in- 


violable Friendſhip, and her Reſolu- 
tion to maintain the Alliances made 
with them, and to proſecute the 
Plan her Predeceſſor had begun; 
and ſent the ſaid Earl ker Am- 
baſlador-Extraordinary, the more 
effectually to aſſure them of it, and 
te concert Meaſures with them. 
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The Commons having voted her 

Majeſty the fame Revenue for 
Life, which King Villiam had 
enjoy d, ſhe came to the Parlia- 
ment on March zo, 1702, thank'd 
them for it, and generouſly told 
them, ſhe would give too, ooo“. 
of it, for the publick Service of 
the preſent Year. 

On April 12, the Corpſe of the 
hte King was interr'd in the ſame 
Vault with King Charles II. and 
the late Queen Mary. On the 
23d her Majeſty was crown'd : 
And about the ſame Time, an Order 
of Council was made, directing 
the Princeis Sophia to be publickly 
pray'd for. 

The Miniſtry, at this Time, was 
made up of both Parties, Torzes 
or High-Church, and Whigs or 
thoſe of a moderate Spirit, who 
were the trueſt Friends to King 
William. He had admitted the 
former in order to gain them ; and 
tho* he made a few Removes at 
the Beginning of his laſt Parlia- 
ment, yet ſome of the Tories were 
kept in ſtill, and Queen Anne, 
who always lean'd to the High 
Party, had increas'd their Num- 
ber. And now when it was de- 
bated in Council, whether Erg- 
{and ſhould enter into the War as 
Principals, or only as Auxiliaries, 
the Torics, with the Earl of Ro- 
cheſber, the Queen's Uncle by the 
Mother's-Side, at their Head, were 
for the latter; and the Vhigs, the 
chief of whom were the Dukes 
of Semer/et and Devonſhire, were 
far the former; and the Earls of 
Marlborough and Pembroke joining 
with them, brought the Majority 
of the Council to their Opinion: 
And ſo, on May 4, War was de- 
clar'd againſt France and Spain. 
The Deiign was to reſtore the 
Balance * Euroce, by taking the 
Spaniſh Dominions out of the 
Hands of the French King, which 


* 
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he had ſeized for his Grandſon, 
and placing the Archduke Char -;, 


the Emperor Leopolds ſecond Son, 


on the Throne of Spain, whom 
the Allies now acknowledged as 
King, in Oppoſition to the Duke 
of Anjou. And this was the Scope 


of the 


grand Alliance, which King 


William had been forming with 
the Emperor and the States-Ge- 
neral, to which acceded the Kings 
of Portugal and Pruffa, the Duke 
of Sawoy and ſeveral other Powers, 

Two Days after the War waz 
declar'd, the Lord Godolphin was 
conſtituted Lord High- Treaſurer : 
And about the ſame Time her 
Majeſty appointed Prince Gorge 
of Denmark, her Royal Conſort, 
Lord High-Admiral, and Sir Georg: 
Rooke Vice-Admiral of Englana. 

The Parliament of Scotland met 
on June q, being the very Conven- 
tion- Parliament, which had been 
continued thro? all King William's 
Reign. Duke Hamilton and others 
proteſted againſt its being at this 
Time a legal Parliament ; but 
they continued to fit notwithſtand- 


ing, and the 


Queen adhered to 


them in Oppoſition to Duke Ha- 


milton and his Party. 


On July 2, the Parliament of 
England was diſſolved, which of 
Courſe would have expir'd, by the 
AR, fix Months after the King's 


Death. 


We are now entering upon 2 
War, the moſt glorious to Erg- 


land and her Allies, if we con- 


ſider their almoſt uninterrupted 
Succeſſes for the ſeveral Years it 
laſted, that ever was known. The 
Confederates began with the Siege 
of Key/er/waert, a ſtrong 'Lown on 
the Rhine, which the Elector of 


Cologne had put into 
of the French; and n 


* Hands 
ithſtand- 


ing all their Efforts to keep it, 
the Allies carried it, and the Place 
ſurrender' d to them about the Be- 
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pinning of June, the French Gariſon 
marching out two Days after. 
In the mean Time, the French 


ailed in the Low-Countrics : - 


t the States General having 
given the Command of their For- 
ces to the Earl of Mar/borough, he 
aſſembled the Confederate Troops 
the Beginning of Juh, and march'd 
after the Enemy, who every where 
retired before him, till at laſt they 
entirely abandon'd the Sparc 
Guelderland. He could not bring 
them to an * ² — but took 
Venlo, Sept. 25, Raremond, Odt. G, 
and Stevenſwaert, about the ſame 
Time; and Liege ſurrender'd to 
the Allies about the End of that 
Month. 

Sir George Rooke, with the com- 
bin'd Engli and Dutch Fleet, 
and the Duke of Ormond, who 
commanded the Land Forces, made 
an Attempt upon Cadiz, in Au- 
guſt; which unluckily miſcarried; 
but this was in fome Meaſure 
compenſated by the brave Action 
at Vigo, in October; where, whillt 
the Duke of Ormond made him- 
ſelf Maſter of the Forts and Bat- 
teries, Admiral Hop/on, with a 
Detachment of the Fleet, broke 
thro' a very ſtrong Boom, and 
burnt, ſunk, or took the Spar 
Galleons, with the French Men of 
War that convoy'd them, in all, 
to the Number of about 38 Sail. 

In the Vt Indies, the brave 
Admiral Bembozw, engaging with 
du Cafſe's Squadron, was in a fair 
Way of deſtroying it, if he had 
not been baſely deſerted by ſome 
of his Captains. He bad his Leg 
broke to Pieces by a Chain Shot, 
and yet continu'd to encourage his 
Men, and died of his Wounds 
ſome Time after. Two of his 
Captains, Kirby and Vd, being 
tried and condemn'd at Fama, 
for Cowardice and Breach. of Or- 
ders, were deſervedly Hot on their 
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Return to Plymouth, without being 
ſuſfer'd to ſet Foot on Shore. 

At home, the new Parliament 
met on Od. 20, for which the 
Elections had generally gone in 
favoar of thoſe call'd the 7% or 
High-Church Party. 'The Com- 
mons labour'd hard for a Bill 
to prevent Occaſional Conformity, 
which was deſigned to exclude all 
Diſſenters from Places of Profit or 
Truſt, for which ſome of them 
would quality themſelves by receiv- 
ing the Sacrament once at Church, 
The Bill paſs'd the Commons, but 
the Lords made ſuch Amendments 


to it, that it was at length dropped. 


The Commons paſs'd it again in 
the two ſucceeding Seſſions, and 
it was as often thrown out by the 
Lords. 

On Dec. 10, the Queen ac- 
2 the Commons by a Mel- 
age, that ſhe had conferr'd the 
Title of Duke upon the Earl of 
Marlborough, for his eminent Ser- 
vices, and aſſign'd him 5000 J. a 
Year out of the Revenues of the 
Poſt Office, during her Life; de- 
ſiring they would perpetuate it to 
him and his Poſterity. But this 
they did not think fit to do. 

The Marqueſs of Normanby was 
about the ſame Time made Duke 
of Buckingham, And within this 
Year died; that famous Politician 
the Earl of Sunderland; Aubrey de 
Vere, the laſt Earl of Oxford of 
that Family, and the firſt Earl of 
England; and Sir Marmaduke Lang- 
dale, Lord Langdale ol Holme, one 
of King Charles Iſt's Generals. 

A Clauſe was added to a Bill 
by the Lords, and paſs'd into a 
Law, making it High- Treaſon for 
any one to Ciueavour to deprive or 
hinder the next Succeſſor, accord- 
ing 10 the Acts, from ſucceed- 
ing ater ber Majeſty. By which 
the Hanober Succeſſion was farther 
ſecured, tho* it pals'd the Com- 
d 


mon 
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mons by a Majority of but one 
Voice. 

The ill Treatment of the Settle- 
ment at Darien, and the long 
Continuance of the Convention- 
Parliament, had thrown the Scorch 
Nation into a violent Ferment, and 
very much ke the Party 
againſt the Revolution. The Dil- 
contents ran ſo high, that the 
Queen thought fit to diſſolve that 
Parliament and to call a new one, 
which met on May 6, 1903 ; but 
they refus'd to grant any Supply, 
both in this S:ffion and the next, 
till they had got an Act of Securi- 

paſs'd, in which it was pro- 
vided, that in Default of Iſſue by 
the Queen, the ſame Perſon ſhould 
not be King or Queen both of 
England and Scotland, unleſs the 
Honour and Sovereignty of Scot- 
land, the Freedom of Parliaments, 
the Religion, Liberty and Trade 
of the Nation be ſecur'd from 
Engliſh or any foreign Influence. 

The Duke of Marlborough o. 
pen'd the Campaign of 1703 with 
the Siege of Bonne, belonging to 
the Elector of Cologne, and took 
it in a few Days: Then marching 
into the Low Countries, where the 
Frei ſlood upon the Defenſive 
within their Lines, he made him- 
felf Maſter of Huy; and finding 
it impoſſible to bring the Marſhals 
Villeroy and Boufflers to an En- 
gagement, he fhmiſh'd the Cam- 
pazgn with the Reduction of Lim- 
bourg. 

In the mean Time the French 
were greatly ſuperior in Germany 
and . In the latter, the Duke 
of Sawoy was in Danger of being 
driven out of his Dominions, aa 
he not been fortunately join'd by 
+ Count Staremberg. In the former, 

the Duke of Bawaria having de- 
clar'd for France, and taken Ulm 
the lat Year, this Year made him- 
Jelt Maſter of Ratiſbon and Aug.. 
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Burg; and being join'd by Marſhat 
Villars, paſt'd his Conqueſts with 
ſuch Rapidity, that the whole Em- 
pire was in great Danger; whilſt 
Count Tallard made himſelf Maſter 
of O/d Briſac, and retook Landau, 


after having defeated the German; 


in the Battle of Spire. 
In New. was the moſt terrible 


Storm of Wind that everw $s known 


in England, which beginning about 
Midnight, on the 26th, and con- 
tinuing ſome Hours, did incredible 
Damage both by Sea and Land, 
and many Lives were loſt: Among 
the reſt, the Biſhop of Bath and 
Wells and his Lady were bot! 
kill'd in their Beds. This ſurpriz. 
ing Tempeſt is, not without Cauſe, 


ſill known by the Name of the 


reat Storm. 


The Archduke Charles, now 


acknowledg'd King of Spain by 


the Allies, having firſt viſited the 
Hague, arriv'd iu England about 
the End of the Year, where he 
was royally entertain'd by the 
Queen and Prince George at V. 
for ; and after a few Days ſail d 
with the combin'd Fleet for Porta- 
gal, where he arriv'd with the 
Engliſh and Dutch Auxiliaries, to- 
wards the End of February. 

The Year 1704 began with 
{ome Changes in the Miniſtry, in 
favour of thoſe call'd Vie, or 
Leas Church: Particularly, Robert 
Harley, Eſq; was made Secretary 
of State in the Room of the Earl 
of Nottingham, and Henry St. Jabr, 
Eſq; Secretary of War : Politick, 
intrigt in; Men, but both then ge- 
nerally deem'd Whigs. 

The Empire being in the utmoſt 
Danger from the Junction of the 
French and Bawvurians, the Duke 
of Murllorough form'd a Scheme 
for its Deliverance, Which Vas 
approv'd by the Queen, and the 
Dutch, upon his Grace's Repre- 
ſentations, came into it. In Pur- 

ſuance 
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march d with a ſurprizing Expe- 
dition towards the Danube, and 
having drove the Enemy from the 
important Poſt at Schellenberg, and 
taken Donawert, paſs d that River; 
and joining Prince Eugene, theſe two 
conſummate Generals, on Aug. 2, 
attack d the grand Army of French 
and Bavarian, at Blenheim near 
Hochſtet, and gave them a moſt 
ſignal Defeat. Upwards of 30 
Squadrons of French were puſh'd 
into the Danube, of whom the 
greateſt Part periſhed, Count Tal- 
lard, ſeveral of his General-Offi- 


5 cers, near 1200 other Officers, 
e, and 13,000 common Soldiers were 
ne made Priſoners; beſides which, the 
Enemy's Loſs was reckon'd to be 
* | above 20,000. This great Victory 
oy coſt the Allies 4000 Men killed, 
ne and 7000 wounded; after which, 
gut they retook Ulm, Landau, and 
ne Traerbach ; and all Bavaria ſub- 
the mitted to the Conquerors. Count 
Ind: Tallard was brought over to Eng- 
i'd land, and ſent down to Nottingham, 
ta. where he remained ſome Years. 
the The Queen ſettled the Manor of 
, 10- IWidftock upon the Duke of Mar- 
i leraug h, where Blenbeim- Houſe was 
with | magnificently erected for him, at 
3 ber Majeſty's Charge, as a Monu- 
a ment of this glorious Day. 
dabert Gibraltar was taken this Year 
ett) by Sir George Rooke,who ſoon after 
Earl engag'd the French Fleet near Ma- 
Jeon, laga, with doubtful Succeſs. The 
litick, French and Spaniards belieg'd Gz- 
en ge⸗ braltar the next Year; but the 
A Prince of Heſſe D' Armſtadt, who 
utmo commanded there, and Sir 7% 
ot the *ake, the Engliſh Admiral, oblig'd 
Duke em to raiſe the Siege, after they 
dcheme ad been before it near fix Months. 
hk | Among the Men of Note who 
ind the pied this Year, was the famous 
Repre” n Locke, Eſq; mention'd in the 
2 alt Reign, Author of the E ay upon 


luman Under/tanding „ XC, 
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| The Emperor Leopold died in 
April, 1705, and was ſucceeded 


by the Emperor Te/eph, his eldeſt 
Son . | 


This Year there were ſome far- 
ther Alterations at Court in favour 
of the Whigs. The Duke of New- 
caftle was made Lord Privy-Seal 
in the Room of the Duke of Buck- 
ingham : And ſame Time after, | 
William Cowper, Eſq; was made 
Lord-Keeper in the Room of Sir 
Nathan Wright. He was after 
wards created a Peer, and had the 
Title of Lord-Chancellor. The 
Parliament was diſſolved on April 
53 and there were great Conteſts 
at the Elections for a new one, 
between High- Church and Lows- 
Church, tho' they went generally in 
favour of the latter. 

The Duke of Mar/borough march- 
ed towards the Maſelle, and deſign- 
ed to begin, the Campaign with the 
og of Saar-Louis But the Slow- 
neſs of the Germans in joining him 
forc'd him to lay by his Project on 
that Side. So he march'd back 
in all Haſte into the Low-Countriess 
where he arriv'd Time enough to 
ſave the Citadel of Liege, which the 
French had inveſted ; after which 
he recover'd Huy, fore'd the French 
Lines on the Maz/e, and would have 
attack'd the Enemy in their Camp 
at Parck, had not the Deputies of 
the States been againſt it. When 
the Campaign was over, he went 
to Vienna, where the Emperor gave 
him the Lordſhip of Mindelbeim in 
Suabia, and erected it into a Prin- 
cipality z whereby his Grace ob- 
tain'd the Title of Prince of Min- 
delheim. 

Things were badly manag'd in 
Portugal laſt Year, This Year the 
Confederates under the Earl of. 
Galway had ſome Succeſs, tho' not. 
equal to what was expected, 

The main Thing was King 


Charles's Sueceſe in Gataloria, I he 
i Con- 
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Confederate Land and Sca Forces, 
under the Earl of Peterborough, and 
Sir Cloudſiey S hotel, made them- 
ſelves Maſters of Barcelona, chiefly 
by the indefatigable Conſtancy, 
Vie and Courage of that No- 
bleman : In Conſequence of which, 
all Catalonia became ſubject to 
King Charles: And almoſt the 
whole Kingdom of Valencia ſub- 
mitted to him ſoon after. 

The new Parliament met, OZ. 
25. In this Sefſion were great De- 
bates about the Danger of the 
Church, which had been the Cry 
in King William's Reign, and was 
now induſtriouſly reviv'd, under the 
Queen's Whig Miniſtry, by the 
oppoſite Party. But it was voted, 
that the Church was not in Danger. 

An Act was paſs'd for farther 
ſecuring the Proteſtant Succeſſion, 
whereby it was made High Trea- 
ſon for any Privy-Counſellor to neg- 

lect or refuſe to proclaim the Suc- 
ceſſor, according to the Acts, upon 
the Queen's Demiſe. And Lords- 
Juſtices were appointed by the ſame 
Act for continuing the Government 
in the Name of the Succeſſor, till 
ſhe or he ſhould arrive in the King- 
dom. 

Catharine Queen Dowager, Wi- 
dow of King Charles II. died on 
Dec. 20, at Liſbon. This Year 
alſo put an End to the Life of the 
famous Titus Oates. 

On May 12, 1706, being Sunday, 
the Duke of Marlborough and M. 
a Awverquerque totally routed, with 
a dreadful Slaughter, the French 
Army under the Duke of Bawaria 
and Marſhal Villeroy, in the famous 
Battle of Ramillies; the Conſe- 
quence of which glorious Victory, 
was the Reduction of almoſt all the 
Spani/h Netherlands by the End of 
the Campaign, the greateſt Part of 
the Towns ſubmitting upon the 
firſt Approach of the Conquerors. 
As a farther Reward of the Duke's 
good Services, his Titles were con- 


* 


. 
tinued to his Poſterity by Ad | 
Parliament, ſettling p. Fa on 5 begin 
Daughters, according to their Se. 
niority, and their Heirs Male; and 
the goool, per Ann. out of the 
Pofi-Office was made perpetual. 


In {taly, the Allies were no leſ Come 
ſucceſsful. The Duke of Say had 3 
been reduc'd to the utmoſt Extre. a in 
mity, and his Capital City Tun Were, 
was this Year beſieg'd by the 1785 
French. But Prince Eugene, af. 2 25 
ter a moſt difficult and ſurpriſing | OST: 
March, having join'd him, they | 2 2 
defeated the Enemy in a memora- ken 
ble Battle, Sept. 7. N. S. and forced 2 2 
them to raiſe the Siege. After 1 
which they took Town after Town Wi ts 80: 
in the Milne, till the French (if ove 
were oblig'd to evacuate it, and a: i i — 
3 abandon all their Conqueſs Wi x4 Sar, 
in 1tq . I . 

Barcelona was this Year blockl 5. 019 af 
up by Sea, with the French Fleet Wi an Hou 
under the Count de Tho). whilt M 3 
King Philip and M. 4. To/ belicg't I ate. 
it by Land. But Sir 704» La MY 


with the Eng/i/p Fleet, having e. 
blig'd the French Admiral to retire 
with Precipitation, and the Ear! d 
Peterborough, at the fame Time, 
arriving with a Body of Troop 
he had got together, the Eneny 
were obliged entirely to quit the: 
Deſign. 

The Marquis das Minas and tit 
Earl of Galway, after having taxe 


into one, 

F Britain, te 
Wand the f 
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ſeveral Places, advanc'd a f ingdom ü 
Madrid, which ſubmitted to K / b, e Arti 
Charles, and he was proclain . ortune 
there. But either thro' a VM 707, or r 


| he Cet my. 
underſtanding between the Gt Nie Battle 


rals, or King Charles's Indo Weh 

in delaying to come and join g inf he 
all was loſt again. King on c 2 m 
Army under the Duke of 5". N 
becoming ſuperior to the * aaf i 
they were oblig'd to retire 2. bl f 
Madrid with * as much Halt an 
they came thither. 
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This Year was remarkabe rant of 
Wo Forc 


A NW 
beginning, arid the next for com- 


eating the Union of the two 


a ingdoms of England and Scotland. 
| Parſaant to Acts paſs'd in both 
e Nations, the Qucen appointed 31 
Commiſſioners for England and as 
ſ3 many for Scotland, to treat upon 
d this important Aﬀair ; who, after 
e- above 40 Meetin at the Cockpit, 
in on July 22, fign'd the 25 Articles 
he of Union agreed upon, which were 
af- | zpprov'd by the Queen. The Pro- 
ing ject met with great Oppoſition in 
hey Scotland, and occaſion'd ſuch Fu- 
dra mults as ſeem' d to threaten an In- 
cel WE ſurrection, the People thinking they 
iter were going to loſe their antient 
own beloved Independency. However, 
nch WE the Parliament of that Kingdom, 
nd 1 y by a Majority, ratify'd the Articles 
quel Jof Union, on Jan. 16, 1700-7; 
did afterwards the Majority of 
ock'd boch Houſes in England, and the 
Fleet A receiv'd the Royal Aſſent on 
ahi March 6. By theſe Articles, the 
ellegds wo Kingdoms were, on May t, 
Lale e, and for ever after, united 
ing . into one, by the Name of Great 
o rcut Britain, to be repreſented by one 
Fand nd the fame Parliament. The 
Time, reſpedlive Church Governments, 
Trog piſcopal in Frg/and, and Preſby- 
Enem ierian in Scerlaua, were ſecur'd by 
uit £10 the Acts of Ratification of the re- 
ease Parliaments. The Pro- 
and een Succeſſion to the united 
ng "WK ingdom was likewiſe eftabliſh'd 
a 1.1 ly the Articles. 
00 hu Fortune ſeem'd at a Stand in 
roco, or rather to declare for the 
3 W emy. The Earl of Galway loſt 
the Gee Battle of Almanza in Spain, in 
1100" "Which he too haſtily engag'd a 
omen a much greater Force; the 
1g * ©" il onlequence of which was fatal to 
of B Allies. Marſhal Villars made 
the aſelf Maſter of the German Lines 
retire B and Stolboſfen, and would 
a IE e proceeded farther, if the 
| ..1 ector of Hanover, with the Im- 
zal 


1 3 nal Forces, had not ſtopp'd his 


N E. 


Progreſs. In the Nerherlandi, the 
Duke of Marlborough could not 
bring the Duke of Yendo/me to an 
Engagement, and both Sides only 
3 what they had at the 

ginning of the Campaign. The 
Deſign upon Toulon, carried on by 
the Duke of Savoy and Prince 


Eugene, with the Aſſiſtance of the 


Confederate Fleet under Sir C/oud- 


ley Shovel, unhappily miſcarried ; 
tho' they furiouſly bombarded the 


Town both by Sea and Land, be- 
fore they retir'd. Sir Cloud/lty, in 
his Return from this Expedition, 
was loſt, with three of his beſt 
Ships, on the Rocks near Sc//y. 

The firſt Parliament of Great 
Britain met on Od. 23, without 
any new Election for England; 
and on Dec. 23, both Houſes, in 
an Addreſs, declar'd their Opinion, 
That no Peace could be honourable 
or ſafe, if Spain, the Welt-Indies, 
or any Part of the Spaniſh Monar- 
chy, be ſuffer'd to remain undir the 
Power of the Houſe of Bourbon: 
To which the Queen, in her An- 
{wer, agreed. 

The Beginning of 1708, Mr. 
Gregg, a Clerk in Mr. Secretary 
Harliy's Office, was executed as 
a Traitor, for correſponding with 
the Enemy. This Affair made a 
great Noiſe, and many expected he 
would have made ſome Diſcovery ; 
but in the Paper he deliver'd to 
the Sheriff he took all the Guilt 
on himſelf, About the ſame Time, 


Mr. Harley rclign'd his Office, as 


did Mr. S/. %, and Sir Simon 
Harcourt, Attorney-General. 
The French King, provok'd at 


the late Attempt upon Toulon, 


thought fit to retaliate by carrying 
the War into Heat Britain. Ac- 
cordingly, the Pretender (now call'd 
the Chevalier de St. George ) em- 


bark'd on board the French Fleet, 


with a Body of Troops, for Scot- 


land. But upon the timely Ap- 
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proach of Sir Ccorge Byng, with 


ER. be 
the Engliſb Fleet, they made the Iiv'd in the moſt perfect Harmony > 
beſt of their Way back to Dunkirk. and Affection with his Royal Con. artful, 

The glorious Succeſs of this ſort the Queen, who was incon- Means 
Year's Campaign, made Amends ſolable for his Death. Sir George Maha 
for the Diſaſters of the laſt. 'Tis Rooke, the famous Admiral, died Queen 
true, the French were before-hand alſo this Year. trigues 
with the Allies, and having ſur- A new Parliament, the ſecond Opinio 
priz'd Ghent and Bruges, inveſted of Great Britain, met on Nov. 16, eat 
Oudenarde on Tuly 9. But Prince which was open'd by Commiſſion, ke: 
Eugene, and the Duke of Marl. on Occaſion of her Majeſty's late and th 
borough coming up with them two great Loſss. judic'd 
Days after, a bloody Battle en- In the Beginning of the Year ment a 
ſu'd, in which the French were to- 1709, the French King made ſome Mrs. 1 
tally routed. | Overtures of Peace. In conſe. the Du 

After this, Prince Eugene ſat quence, of which, a Treaty was introdu 
down before Liſſe, Aug. 13, N. S. begun at the Hague, and 40 preli- vice; 2 
the Duke covering the Siege with minary Articles were agreed upon; ſtructio 
the reſt of the Army. This was but as by one of them, King F into he 
an arduous Undertaking, but car- was to quit the Spaniſb Dominions, ſhe whe 
ried on with ſuch Vigour and Con- this being nat at all reliſh'd by the and fu; 
duct, that the Town ſurrender'd French Court, the Treaty came to Which 
on Od. 23, and the Citadel on nothing. Harley 
Dec. 10. What facilitated its Re- The Peace being thus broke of, mine t 
duction, was the famous Battle of both Armies took the Field. The in ord« 
Hynendale, wherein General Webb, French kept in their Intrenchment, Towarc 
with a much inferior Force, got and the Allies took Tournay, both cumſtan 
the Victory over Count de la Motte, Town and Citadel. Soon after, On A 
who endeavour'd to tntercept a was fought the Battle of B/2regric, preach” 
Convoy coming for the Relief of or Ma/plagaet. The French were the Whi 
the Allied Army before Liſſe. poſted in a Wood, trebly intrench. Sir Sam 

Ghent and Bruges were ſoon after ed, and ſtrongly barricado'd ; and which ! 
recover'd. | yet the Duke of Mar/v:roygh at. Title of 
Sir John Leake took Cagliari, tack'd them, and after having been beth in | 
the Capital of Sardinia, upon which ſeveral Times repuls'd, drove them Sermon 
the whole Ifland ſubmitted: And from their Intrenchments, and high Ne 
afterwards, by the Aſſiſtance of a pos a compleat Victory, chief allive- 
Body of Land Forces under Ge- y the Bravery of the 20 ance, 
neral Stanhope, he reduc'd Port- headed by General Wither:, the e Rey: 
Mahon and the whole Iſland of Earl of Orkney, the Duke of Argyle, ceſſion, 
Minorca. . | and other young Noblemen. but ration 2 
Whil Succeſs thus attended our the French fought with ſuch Fury, inſinuate 

Arms abroad, we were afflicted that the Victory coſt the Alles Danger 

with a melancholy Loſs at home, near 18, ooo Men. After this they tion. 

in the Death of Prince (verge of inveſted Mans, which ſurrender d what a 

Denmark, who was carried off by upon honourable Terms. ation, 

an Aſthma and Dropſy, Oc. 28, W hilit the Duke was thus pur the Com 
at Kenſington. He was a Prince ſuing his Conqueſts in Flanders, à Miſdeme 
of great Juſtice and Humanity, an Party was ſecretly forming ag fore t 
hearty Friend to the Revolution, him at home, chiefly by Mr. ar 1709 1 
and zealouſly attach'd to the Pro- and Mr. S. Jen. Mr. 124 u laſt ſe 


A N 

had been a Whig, and came of a 
Difſenting Family; but being an 
artful, infinuating Man, had by 
Means of Mrs. HJ, afterwards 
Mafham, private Acceſs to the 
Queen; and both by their In- 
trigues firſt gave her Majeſty an ill 
Opinion of the Whigs, and of the 
eat Power, at Court, of the 
ke and Ducheſs of Marlborough 
and their Friends, and then pre- 
judic'd her againſt the Manage- 
ment and Continuance of the War. 
Mrs. Maſham was a Relation of 
the Ducheſs, and had by her been 
introduc'd into the Queen's Ser- 
vice; and ſhe by Mr. Harley's In- 
ſtructions had ſo infinuated her ſelf 
into her . Favour, that 
ſhe wholly ingroſs'd the Royal Ear, 
and ſupplanted her Benefactreſs: 
Which pav'd the Way for Mr. 
Harley and his Aſſociates to under- 
mine the Duke and his Friends, 
in order to ſet up themſelves. 
Towards which the following Cir- 
cumſtance contributed not alittle. 
On Nowember 5, Dr. Sachewerel 
preach'd his furious Sermon againſt 
the Whigs, before the Lord-Mayor, 
Sir Samuel Garrard, at St. Paul's, 
which he printed under the odd 
Titleof The Perils of falſe Brethren 
both in Church and State. In this 
Sermon he ſtrenuouſly aſſerts the 
high Notions of hereditary Right, 
Paſſive-Obedience and Non-re- 
ſiſtance, gives an odious Turn to 
the Revolution, the Proteſtant Suc- 
celion, the Union, and the Tole- 
ration granted to Diſſenters; and 
inſinuates the Church to be in 
Danger under the preſent Admini- 
tion. It is impoſſible to expreſs 
what a Ferment this rais'd in the 
Nation. He was impeach'd by 
the Commons of high Crimes and 
iſdemeanors, had a ſolemn Trial 
before the Lords, from Feb. 27, 
1709 -10, to March 10; and was 
a laſt ſentenc'd not to preach for 
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three Years, and his Sermon to be 
burnt by the common Hangman. 
But the Enemies of the Miniſtry 
had ſo repreſented the Church to 
be ſtruck at thro' his Sides, that 
as he went to and from M min ſter- 
Hall, the ſeveral Days of his Trial, 
he was attended by vaſt Multitu les 
of the lower Sort of People, who 
abus'd all that would not pull off 
their Hats to him, and cry out for 
the Church ; and proceeded ſo far 
as to demoliſh ſeveral Meeting 


Hoaſes, and make Bonfires of tlie. 


Materials, with loud Huzzas, of 
High Church and Sachewerel. In 
ſhort, he was repreſented as the 
great Patron of the Church, and-as 
perſecuted for its Sake ; and the 
Queen her ſelf ſeem'd to be not a 
little affected by it. If Mr. Harley 
and his Confederates were not at 
the Bottom of this, they certainly 
made their Advantage of it, to 
bring about the Change they were 


aiming at. I Anne was, doubt- 
00 


leſs, a and well meaning 
Princeſs, but had high Notions of 
the Church. Whilſt Prince George, 
who was of moderate Principles, 
lived, the Whigs got the Aſcen- 
dant ; but now by artfully apply- 
ing to the Queen's Paſſion for the 
Church, ſhe ſoon became the eaſy 
Property of the Tories, or rather 
of thoſe who wanted to rule by 
the Tories, fince they could not 
rule by the Whigs. But it was 
ſome Time before they brought 
their Matters to bear. 

The French King, in the Begin- 
ning of 1710, made freſh Offers 
of Peace, which produc'd the 
Treaty at Gertruydenberg ; but this, 


like the former, was only deſign'd 


to amuſe and divide the Allies. Ir 
was ſpun out till Jug, and then 
broke off, the French expecting 
more advantageous 'Terms from 
the Change of the Miniſtry in 
England, Which they forelaw would 
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ſoon happen. In the mean Time 
the Confederates under the Duke 
of Marlborough and Prince Eugene 
took Douay, Bethune, St, Venant, 
and Aire. 

In Spain, King Charles, with 
General Stanhope, having defeated 
| King Philip in the Battles of A.- 
menara and Sarage//a, made his 
triumphant Entry into Madrid; 
but was ſoon oblig'd to retire from 
thence, his Rival becoming ſuperior 
by freſh Re-inforcements. After 
this, eight Eng/;/ Battalions and 
as many Squadrons were attack'd 
in Briuhega, and made Pritoners 
of War; which was follow'd by 
an obſtinate Fight near Fillawici- 
eſa, in which Count Staremberg 
was worſted. 

Theſe Misfortunes were no bad 
News to the Enemies of the Mini- 
ſtry in England, where were now 
High-Church Addreſſes in abun- 
dance, which prevail'd over the 
Whig Addreſſes, owing chiefly to 
the Spirit which Sacheveret had 
raiſed. And now the Earl of Sur- 
derland, Son-in Law to the Duke 
of Marliuroug h, was remov'd from 
his Office of Secretary of State. 
The Earl of Godolphin, whoſe Son 
[4 married the Duke's eldeſt 

ughter, ſoon follow'd, being diſ- 
miſs d from his Poſt of Lord High- 

reaſurer. Mr. Harley was made 
a Commiſſioner of the Treaſury ; 
Mr. Sz. John Secretary of State, 
in the Room of Mr. Boyle; Sir 
Simon Harcourt, Lord-Keeper, in 
the Room of Lord-Chancellor Cœao- 
er; and the Earl of Roche/ter Pre- 
ident of the Council. All theſe 
Alterations were in favour of the 
Tories, and were ſoon follow'd by 
others ; and finally, in favour of 
them the Parliament was diſſolv'd 
in September. 

Before theſe Changes, upon the 
Death of Lord Chief Juſtice Hals, 
Sir Th. mas Parker,a famous Mana. 


3 


ger againſt Dr. Sachewere}, wi; 


made Lord Chief. Juſtice of the 
Ducen's- Bench; but not without 
ſome Difficulty. 

The Tories now carried all be. 
fore them in the Elections: Hips. 
Church and Sachewerel did the 
Buſineſs. The new Parliament met 
on Now. 25, with an Houſe of 
Commons entirely devoted to the 
new Miniſters, 

The Marqueſs de Gui/card, 3 
French Papiſt, being ſeiz'd for 
High-Treaſon, and brought before 
a Committee of Council, appear'd 
like a Madman, and advancing to 
Mr. Harley, ſtabb'd him with z 
Penknife in the Breaſt. He after. 
wards died in Newgate of the 
Wounds and Bruiſes he received 
in the Scuffle ; but Mr. Hayy fe. 
cover'd. 

The Emperor Jeſeph died in 
April 1711, and Charles III. of 
Spain, his Brother, was choſen Em. 
peror in Oober, by the Name of 
Charles VI. 

Mr. Harley introduc'd and per- 
fected his Project for ſatisfying the 
publick Debts, by incorporating 2 
Company to trade to the Sa-. 
Seas: And in May, he was created 
Earl of Oxford and Earl Mortimer, 
and conſtituted Lord High 1 rex 
ſurer. Mr. St. John was afterwards 
created Viſcount Bolingbroſe, ad 
the Lord-Keeper Harcourt made 3 
Peer aud Lord-Chancellor. 

The Duke of Marlboroug/, net 
yet laid aſide, ſurpriz d the F 
Lines near Arleux, having frit b) 
Stratagem drawn off the Eneiny 
another Way. After this, he be. 
ſieg'd and took Boucharn. 

he Miniſtry being now bent 
upon a Peace almoſt on any I eim, 
Mr. Prior was ſent privately inte 
France, and M. Meſna ger came of 
to England, and ſign'd {ome Preh, 
minary Articles. Beli broke him 


* 
wen 


be agreec 
In the 


went afterwards to France, to pro- 
ſecute What Prior had began. 

The Parliament meeting in De- 
tember, the Commons fell in en- 
tirely with the Miniſtry; but the 
Houſe of Lords being not likely to 
do ſo, twelve new Peers were crea- 
ted at once to make a Majority. 
And in this Seſſion the Occaſonal 
Conformity-Bill was paſs d under 

a new Title. 

The Duke of Marlborough, not 
likely to chime in with the Mini- 
ſters, was firſt induſtriouſly de- 
fam'd, as if he wanted to continue 
the War for his own Advantage, 
and then attack'd in Parliament, 
upon ſome frivolous Pretences, 
which they made nothing of. 
However, this gave the Queen a 
Handle to remove him on Dec. 30, 
and he was ſucceeded in the Com- 
mand of the Forces by the Duke 
of Ormond, who was entirely diſ- 

s'd to comply with the pacihck 

hemes of the Miniſters. As to 
the Duke of Mar/berough, he ob- 
tain d Leave to go abroad; and 
ſo left the Kingdom, and return'd 
1 * till the Day the Queen 

ied. 

The Conferences for negotia- 
ting a Peace, began at Utrecht, 
Fan. 29, 171112. But it was a 
great while before any Thing could 
be agreed upon. 

In the mean Time the Cam- 
paign was open'd, and Prince 
| Eugene had a fair Opportunity of 
| attacking the Enemy with Advan- 
| age. But how was he ſurpriz'd, 
When the Duke of Ormond told 
him, he had Orders not to act 
offenſively]! And ſoon after he 
Propos'd to the Prince a Ceſſation 
of Arms, which not being agreed 
| to, he march'd off with the Briti/h 
oops, left the Prince to carry 
Jen the Siege of Landrecy alone, 
| and gave. the French an Opportu- 
uy to take Montague, St. Amand, 


timer, 
Trea- 
Wards 
„ and 
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and Marchienne ; after which they 
retook Douay, Bouchain, and Que/- 


noy, Which laſt Prince Eugene had 


reduc'd a little before. 

In November, Duke Hamilton 
and Lord Mobun, upon ſome pri- 
vate Quarrel, fought a Duel, and 
both loſt their Lives. Great En- 
deavours were uſed by ſome to 
make this a Party Affair. 

Richard Cromwell, once Lord- 
Protector, and Son of the great 
Oliver, died this Year; as did alſo 
the Earl of Codolphin, late Lord- 
Treaſurer. 

The Peace was ſign'd at Utrecht, 
on March 31, 1713, by all but 
the Miniſters of the Emperor, who 


did not come in till a Year after. ; 
Tho' Dunkirk was to be demoli{h'd, 


and the Engliſh had Gibraltar, 
and Port- Mlahon, by this Treaty, 
and there were ſome other good 
Things in it; yet Philip was leſt 
in the peaceable Poſſeſſion of the 
Crown of §pain, tO diſpoſſeſs him 
of which, and ſo to reſtore the 
Balance of Power, was the chief 
Ground of the War. 

The Parliament having con- 
tinued almoſt its three Years, was 
diffolved on Aug. 8, and a new 
one met in Februaty following, 
which was not quite ſo favourable 
to the Miniſters as the former ; 
tho' they paſs'd the Schiſm- Bill, 
deſign'd to ſuppreſs the Schools 
of the Diſſenters, which receiv'd 
the Royal-Aſſent on June 25. 
This Bill ſeems to have been 
puſh'd on by Beling hrode, and not 
by the Lord-Treaſurer. The Prin- 
ceſs Sophia, Ducheſs-Dowager of 
Hanover, died ſuddenly, at a great 
Age, a little before: By which the 
Right of Succeſſion to the Britiſb 
Crown devoly'd upon the Elector 
her Son. | 

After the Peace, there was no- 


thing but Quarrels and Contentions | 


among the Miniters. Balingbroke 
| WA 
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was for undermining the Treaſu- 
rer, as not enduring to be ſecond 
in the Adminiſtration, and to grati- 
fy his Ambition was for puſhing 
Matters to Extremity againſt the 
Whigs; and was even ſu of 
Deſigns againſt the Proteſtant Suc- 
ceſſion, and in favour of the Pre- 
tender; 3 opens it 
muſt be own'd, too pro 
Meaſures againſt the latter, a 
favour of the former. They were 


_ alſo loud againſt the Treaty of 
Commerce with Spain, ſuppoſed to 


be made under Bolingbroke's Ma- 
nagement, and as it ſtood, to be 
very prejudicial to the Trade of the 
Nation. So that to ſave him, as 
it was judg'd, the Queen pro- 
rogu'd the E on Juby 9. 
The Caſe of the poor Catalans was 
now alſo the Subject of much Cla- 
mour. They had own'd King 
Charles, and we had taken them 
for. our Allies ; but now they were 
left to the Mercy of King Philip. 
Barcelona was beſieg'd by him, and, 
after a vigorous Reſiſtance, forc'd 
to ſubmit m September ; which was 
after the Queen's Death. 

_ Her Majeſty had been in a very 


i — 2 
* 
” of 


The greateſt Part of her Rei 


and the AnimoGiy between the 


Treaſurer and Secretary, which 


broke out into a Flame upon the 
Rifing of the Parliament, was 
thought to haſten her End. * How. 
ever, the latter prevail'd, and the 
White-Staff” was taken from the 
Earl of Oxford. This accafior'd 
the Dukes of Somerſet and Argyle 
to come into the Council, who 
were follow'd by other Privy. 
Counſellors, Friends to the Hans- 
ver Succeſſion; which gave a Turn 
to that Board, and by their Ad. 
vice the Queen gave the White. 
Staff to the Duke of Shrewſbury. 
She had fallen into Fits before, 
which took away her Senſes, but 
was now come to her ſelf. How. 
ever, ſhe ſoon relaps'd, and on 
the firſt of Auguſt, 1714, ex. 
pir'd, in the fiftieth Year of her 
Age, and thirteenth of her Reign, 
She was undoubtedly a moſt vir. 
tuous, juſt and pious Princes; 
but having no ill Deſigns her (elf, 
was eaſily led by her Favourites. 


was glorious, and the Whole might 
have been ſo, if ſhe had not been 
abuſed by thoſe whom ſhe favour'd 
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declining State for ſome Time, with her Confidence. 


= 
UL 
g — — 
= : 1 1 7 Rr — — * 
14 „ ene „ „„ : 7 — 
* I S Wwunmmmmimunmumem ünmuncpulttun Wo | — i imme late 
iy 1 1 > 25 eee „ ere rrperreceece teerert creetitinay : * N ji l — - - 
l 7 al 2222 is 221 221 2 iis - 777 ; it ; T:: 11 2 13777 4 +4 | _ * my 
+ - 22 18 7 IITIT TIITTI - vs + by: 7 25 b_ 8 ** 7 | * A * 
mw: = Hfitittennn: 1115 N R = cen A 
Fin 12425 513 222 „ Ut n tit inn nn | — = 
EASE goats HATH EMERY: = HERB || | — oſiti 
2 333 . 4 232: 3 CIT 17 $ +334 18 221 14 l — . 
272 5 22 21222 77 þ 4 35s! 32332300 Rt 1 IT I . on P 1 Ol 
7 222 >» + 1 2 Deer 
* 111 2 I; 2227: 7 | 
* „ 
151771 
2 77772 
9 1 42 2225 
b 12222222 — * 
- enn a — 
2883 
22252 wm 
1 
' | f 2 1 — 
1 8 — a F ! 1 | W — 
1 I N 10 ſ 3 AI. — 
14 iin 822 1 —— 
14 1 > — 8: bo — — — — 
. BEE! __ = —— = === r— — — — 4 — 
—— — >a—_ +1 1 I 1 2 276865 TIED F t + : — 
—— — — 1 Mun "£;343311171345313333$5 313335055568 titten: ; 2 — 
— | [| 1 7 5 > . * 1 . —— . * 22 . . . „ere d e eee eee eee —— — 
— en vil — — — —.— — = TITTTT i f rer 
f N 14 — Tm 1 7 rr 11 wh 11 : 
Man Mamma AA [i W (4 
| Al III Haut U f .. x 8 4 
4 thn be & g 4 Je. 
0 £ c 7 FU rh Ml 
— — 
Grote 
. 


GEORGE I. 


# HE Proteſtant Suc- the Government, after the Queen's ** 
V/ ceſſion inthe Houſe Demiſe, till the Arrival of the mn 
NW T * of Hanover had Succeſſor, was veſted in Lords- 9 
N Pl =), been ſo firmly e- Juſtices. Thoſe expreſsly appoint- 1 

au VASES ſtabliſh'd by ſeveral ed by the Act were, the Arch- 

SETS) Ads of Parliament, biſhop of Canterbury, and the great 

that, notwithſtand- Officers of State for the Time be- 

ding the late Endeavours of ſome ing. Theſe now were Dr. Ten- 

to let it aſide, in favour of the !//o» Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 

Pretender, it happily took Place Simon Lord Harcourt Lord Chan- 

| immediately upon the Death of cellor, % n Sheffield Duke of 
= Queen Arne, Aug. 1, 1714; all Buckinghamſhire Lord Preſident, 

= Oppolition fell, and King George Charles Talbet Duke of Shrewſdury 

had an eaſy and ve ers Acceſ- Lord High-Treaſurer, Villiam 

hon to the Throne. He was the Legg Earl of Dartmouth Lord 

= eldeſt Son of Erneſtus Juguſius, Privy-Seal, Thomas Wentworth 

= | Duke, afterwards EleQor, of Brun/- Earl of Straford Firſt Lord Com- 

= wick-Lunenburg (or Hanover) by miſſioner of the Admiralty, and 

= the late Princeſs Sophig, Daughter Sir Thomas Parker Lord Chief 

of Frederick Elector Palatine and Juſtice of the King's-Bench. Be 

King of Robemia, and of Elizabeth, ſides theſe, the Succeſſor was im- 
eldeſt Daughter of King James I. power'd by the ſame Act to add 

= | He was born on May 28, 1660, what other Regents he pleas'd, by 

b aud ſucceeded his Father as Elector three Inſtruments, one to be de- 

= of Brunſwick-Lunenburg in 1698. poſited with the Archbiſhop of 
WW o an Att of Parliament in the Canterbury, another with the Lord 
nt laſt Reign, the Adminiftration of Chancellor, and the third with the 
E e Hanover 
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Hanover Reſident, which were to 


be open'd on the, Queen's Death. 


- Accordingly, the aged Archbiſhop, 
as ſoon as he heard that her Ma- 
jeſty had expir d, immediately re- 
ir d to Court, where he had not 
for ſome Time, and, with his 

two Collegnes produc'd the Inſtru- 
ments, wherein the following Lords 


had been nominated by his EleCto- 


ral Highneſs, vis. the Dukes of 
Shrewſlury, Somerſet, Bolton, De- 
donſtire, Kent, Argyle, Montroſe. 
and Rexburgh; the Earls of Pem- 
broke, Augleſey, Carliſle, Notting- 
bam, Alingdon, Scarborough, and- 
Orford ; Lord Viſcount Townſhend, 
Lord Halifax, and Lord Comper. 

The Regency thus fixed, the 
Form of a Proclamation was or- 
dered by the Lords of tie Council, 
for proclaiming the High and Migh- 
ty Prince GEOROE, Elector of Brunſ- 
Wick - Lunenburg, Xing of Great 
Britain, France and Ireland; which 
was accordingly perform'd the ſame 
Day, with the uſual Solemnity, 
in the Cities of London and Vet- 
minſtiy, and as ſoon as poſſible 
all over England. His Majeſty 
was likewiſe proclaim'd at Edin- 
burgh, on Aug. 55 and at Dublin 
the next Day. 

When the Queen was paſt all 
Hopes of Recovery, ly 31, Mr. 
Craegs was diſpatch'd to Hanover 
with the News; and the next Day, 
Baron Bothmar, the Hanover Reſi- 
dent, ſent M. Godike his Secretary, 
with Advice that ſhe was actually 
dead, and that his Majeſty had 
been joyfully proclaim'd. The 
Lords juſtices alſo appointed the 
Earl of Dorſet to carry the King 
the News ef his Acceſſion, and to 
wait on him in his Journey to 
England. They ſoon after ap- 
pointed Jeſeph Aduiſon, Eſq; their 

Secretary, and order'd the Poſt- 
Maſter to ſend to him ul the 
Letters and Packets directed to the 
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Secretaries of State; whereby the 
entire Management of Affairs va, 
taken out of the Hands of the 


Lord Viſcount Bolingbroke. 


The Duke of Marlborough's Re. 
turn to England, on the Day of 
the Queen's Death, has been al. 
ready hinted. He had been her: 
ſome Days ſooner, had he not 
been detain'd at Oſtend by contrary 


Winds. His Arrival gave great 


Joy to all the Friends of the Pro. 
teſtant Succeſſion. 

The Parliament being continue? 
after the Queen's Demiſe, purſuant 
to the Act for regulating the Suc- 
ceſſion, met in the Afternoon 0 
the Day ſhe died, tho” it was Sy. 
day; and four Days after, the Lord 
Chancellor, in the Name of hi: 
Brethren the Lords Juſtices, made 
a Speech to both Houſes, ſuitable 
to the preſent Occaſion. Both 
Lords and Commons immediately 
agreed upon Addreſſes of Condo- 
lence for the Death of the Queen, 
and Congratulation for his Mz. 
jeſty's happy Acceſſion; promiſing 
to ſupport his wndoubted Right to 
the Imperial Crown of theſe 
Realms, againſt the Pretender, and 
all other Perſons whatſoever ; and 
deſiring his ſpeedy Preſence among 
them. Theſe Addreſſes were tran! 
mitted to his Majeſty by thei 
Excellencies the Lords Jultices, 
and receiv'd moſt affectionate An. 
ſwers. That to the Lords was 
as follows: © I take this fil 
Opportunity to return you m 
« hearty Thanks for your Addreß, 
« and the Afſurances you have 
«« given me therein. The Zell 
« and Unanimtity you have ſhewn 
* upon m Acceſſion to the 
“Crown, are great Encourage- 
«© ments to me, and I ſhall al 
«© ways eſteem the Continuance 
« of them as one of the greatcl: 
«« Bleſlings of my Reign. No one 


scan be more truly ſenſible that 
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& am of the Loſs ſuſtain'd by 
« the Death of the late Queen, 
« whoſe extraordinary Piety and 
« Virtnes, ſo much endear'd her 
« to her People, and for whoſe 
« Memory I ſhall always have a 
« particular Regard. My beſt En- 
« deavours ſhall never be wanting 
ﬆ to repair this Loſs to the Na- 
« tion, I will make it my con- 
« ſtant Care to preſerve your Re- 
« ligion, Laws and Liberties in- 
« yiolable, and to advance the 
« Honour and Proſperity of my 
« Kingdoms. I am haſtening to 
« you, according to your Deſire, 
« ſo affectionately expreſs'd in 
« your. Addreſs.” The Anſwer 
to the Commons was much to the 
ſame Effect. 

Mr. Craggs arriv'd at Hanover, 
Aug. 5, in the Morning, and the 
ſame Night and next Morning 
ſeveral other Expreſſes arrived, 
with the certain News of the 
Queen's Death, and of his Ma- 
jelty's having been proclaim'd 
without the leaſt Oppoſition. The 
King receiv'd the News with great 
Serenity and Evenneſs of Mind, 
and diſpatched Mr. Craggs with 
Letters to the Lords Juſtices, which 
he arriv'd with on the 13th. And 
the fame Day their Excellencies 
went to-the Houſe of Lords, and 
acquainted the Parliament there- 
with, Upon which both Houſes 
reſolyed upon an Addreſs cf 
Thanks to his Majeſty, for the 
Satisfaction he expreſs'd in the 
Loyalty and Affection of his Sub- 
jects. 

The Parliament having finiſhed 
the Buſineſs that . them, 
the Lords Juſtices Tame to the 
Houſe on the 2 iſt, and having 
given the Royal Aſſent to the Bill 


for the Support of his Majeſty's 


Houſbold and the Dignity of the 
Crozwn, and the other Bills, deſir'd 
the Houſes to adjourn to the 25th; 
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' Reſpect ; but the Duke of Ormond, 


* 


413 
when, by his Majeſty's Commands 
they were prorogu'd to Sept. 23. 

On Aug. 28, Mr. Murray ar- 
riv'd Expreſs from Hanover, with 
ſeveral Orders for the Lords Juſti- 
ces and Council, particularly one 
for removing the Viſcount Boling- 
broke from his Poſt of Secretary 
of State; which was done on the 
ziſt, not without ſome Marks of 

21ſpleaſure, the Dukes of Shrew/- 
bury and Somerſet and the Lord 

Coxuper, three of the Lords Re- 
gents, taking the Seals trom him, 
and locking and ſealing up all the 
Doors of his Office. The Lord 
Viſcount Town/vend was ſoon after 
appointed to ſucceed him. 

The King having entruſted the 
Adminiſtration of his German Do- 
minions to his Brother Prince 
Erneſt and a Council, and made 
all he neceſſary Preparations for 
his Journey, on the laſt Day of 
Auguſt ſet out from Herenhauſen, 
with the Prince Royal his Son. 
On Sept. 5, he arriv'd at the 
Hague, where he was compliment- | 
ed on his Acceſſion by a ſolema 
Deputation from the States, and by 
all the foreign Miniſters, On the 
16th, he embark'd for England, 
under the Convoy of a Squadron 
of Briti/5 and Dutch Men of War, 
commanded by the Lord Berketey, © 
and arriv'd the next Day at the 
Hebe. On the 18th, he landed 
with the Prince at Greenwich, 
where they were attended by the 5 
Lords of the Regency, Officers of 
State, and a valt Number of the 
Nobility and Gentry: Many were 
honour'd with particular Marks of 
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and others concern'd in the late 
Meaſcres were but coldly receiv'd, 
and the next Day his Grace was 
remov'd from his Office of Cap- 
tain-Gencral, which was confer'd 
on the Duke of Marlborough. On 
the 2oth, his Majeſty and the 


KE e 2 Prince, 
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Prince, attended by above 200 
Coaches and Six of the * 
and Gentry, made their publi 

_ thro the City to St. James's, 
in the moſt grand and magnifl- 
cent Manner, amidſt innumerable 


Crouds of People, and the loudeſt 


Acclamations of Joy. 

His Majelty, in his Declaration 
to the Privy Council, two Days 
after, expreſs'd his firm Purpoſe 
to do all that was in bis Poaver 
for the ſupporting and maintaining 
the Churches of England and Scot- 
tand, as they avere ſeverally by Law 
» eftablifhcd, which he was / Opinion 
might be effeftually done, without 
the leaft impairing the Toleration 
allowed by Law to Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, /o agreeable to Chriſiian 


Charity, and ſo neceſſary to the. 
Trade and Riches of this Kingdom. 


The Prince Royal was now de- 
clar d Prince of WV ales, and ſeveral 
Changes were made in the Mi- 
niſtry, which were ſoon follow'd 
by others, and ran moſtly in fa- 
vour ofthe Whigs. I ſhall men- 
tion only ſome of the chief. Lord 
Coarper, afterwards Earl Cowper, 


was again made Lord Chancellor; 


the Earl of Harten, Lord Privy- 
Seal; the Earl of Notzingham, who 
had oppos'd the Meaſures of the late 
Minit 

the Earl of Sunderland, Lord Lieu- 


tenant of Hheland; the Duke of 


Devonſhire, Lord Steward of the 
Houſhold'; James Stanhope, Eſq; 


the General, and the Duke of 


Montroſe, Secretaries of State, the 
former in the Room of Villiam 


Bremly, Eſq; and the latter in 


the Room of the Earl of Mar; the 
Duke of Somer/er, Maſter of the 
Horſe; the Duke of Argy/e, Gene- 


ral and. Commander in Chief of 


the Forces in Scotland; William 
Pulteney, Eſq. Secretary of War 
Nobert Walpole, Eſq; Pay-Maiſter- 


General. of the. Army ; and Alan 
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ry, Preſident of the Council; 


Broderick, Eſq; Lord Chancellor 
of Ireland, in the Room of Sir 
Conſtantine Phipps, who had made 
himſelf very obnoxious to the 
Whig Party, and the Friends of 
the Proteſtant Sueceſſion in that 
Kingdom. On Sept. 29, his Ma- 
jeſty diffolv'd the Privy-Council, 
and appointed a new one. Soon 
after, there were new Commiſſions 
for the Treaſury and Admiralty : 
Charles Lord. Halifax was made 
Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, 
Sir Richard On/low Chancellor of 
the Exchequer,. Edward Earl of 
Orford Firſt Commiſſioner of the 
Admiralty, and Jobn Aiſtabie, Eſq; 
Treaſurer of the Navy. The Duke 
of. Shrewſbury kept his Poſt of 
Lord Chamberlain. 

The Princeſs of Walcs, with her 
two eldeſt Daughters, the Princeſſes 
Anne and Amelia, arriv'd in Enz- 
land, Oct. 11, to the great Joy of 
the Nation; and the Princes Ca- 
roline came over {ome Time after. 
But Prince Frederick, Son to their 
Royal Highneſſes, (now Prince of 
Wales) continued at Hanover all 
this Reign. It may not be amiſs 
to obſerve here,. that he came 
over upon the Acceſſion of his 
Royal Father, our preſent moi: 
gracious Sovereign, and in 1736 
married Auguſia, Princeſs of Same. 
Go ha, by whom he is now bleſs'd. 
with four Princes and two Prin- 
ceſſes: And that in 1734, the 
Princeſs Arne (then Princeſs Royal) 
was married to his Serene Highneſs 
the Prince of Orange. But to 
return : 

The King was.crown'd with the 
uſual Solemni OR. 20; pre- 
vious to whicMiaong other Crea. 


tions, Lord Chandos was made Ear! 


of Cacrnar won, Lord Oyulſton Earl 
of Tanlerwille, Lord Rockingham 
Earl of Rockingham, Lord Hal ifa 
Earl of Halifax, Lord Guernsey 
Earl of Ayl-sford,. Lord yy 


mounted 
= 50 Perfo 


: 1 | as ln"; 
went, 


diſpen 
Diſord 
courag 
Clergy 
infatua 
and P. 
dows, 
Houſes 
3s at th 
verel V 
The 
1715, 
Thames- 


On 


he Ele 


Tatl:of Briſol, Thomas Lord Pel- 
Dam Farl of Clare, and Sir Richard 
Temple Baron of Cobham. There 
were great Demonſtrations of Joy 
throu Cour the Kingdom on his 
Majeſty's Coronation; but in ſome 
Places, the loyal Party were inter- 
rupted in their Rejoicings by diſ- 
orderly and tumultuous Rabbles, 
erying out Sachewrril for ever, and 
down with the Whigs. At Briſtol 
in particular the Mob committed 
reat Diſorders: And 'twas not 
bus before London it ſelf was in- 
feſted with Riots and "Tumults; 
and many ſeditious Pamphlets were 
difpers'd among the People. Theſe 
Diſorders were not a little en- 
courag'd by the Conduct of ſome 
Clergymen, who were too much 
infatuated with Sæchewerel's Spirit 
and Principles. Breaking Win- 
dows, and pulling down Meeting- 
Houſes was now again practis'd, 
as at the Beginning of the Sache- 
verel Mobs. 
The Beginning of the Year 
1715, a great Fire happen'd in 
Thames-Street. It broke out on 
Jan. 13, at a -Gun-Powder Shop 
near Bear-Key, and burnt 24 Hours 
before it could be extinguiſh'd, 
& notwithſtanding the playing of 
Engines and blowing up of Houſes. 
It did incredible Damage 'among 
the Warehouſes on the Keys, and 
& burnt Part of the Cuſtom-Houſe ; 
and croſſing the Way to the North 
Jide of 7hames-Streee conſum'd 
Vater- Laue, and the back Part 
= of Harp-Lane, with Bakers-Hall 
ad Trinity- Houſe, till it ſtopp'd in 
8 ower-Street we Mark- 


Dr. Co Sa 


By Lane. About 120% ouſes were 
demoliſhed, the whole Loſs a- 
mounted to ' 500,000/, and near 
= 59 Perſons loſt their Lives. 

= On Taz. 15, a Proclamation 
Pas ilu'd for calling a new Par- 
ment, which met on March 17. 
be Eletions had been conteſted 
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with great Heat 'in many Places 
between the Tories and Whigs, 
but the latter had by far the Ma- 

. The Commons having 


Jorigy 
choſen Spencer Compton, Eſq; for 


their Speaker, his Majeſty ap- 
proved him on the 21ſt, when he 
deliver'd from the Throne into 
the Hands of the Lord Chancellor, 
a Speech to both Houſes, which 
his Lordſhip read accordingly. In 
it his Majeſty ſays, “ This being 
« the firſt Opportunity that I have 
* had of meeting my People in 
„ Parliament, fince it pleaſed Al- 
* mighty God, of is good Pro- 


% vidence, to call me to the 


« 'Throne of my Anceſtors, I moſt 
« gladly make uſe of it, to thank 
«© my faithful and loving Subjects, 
« for that Zeal and Firmneſs that 
« hath been ſhewn in Defence of 
e the Proteſtant Succeſſion, againſt 
ce all the open and ſecret Practi- 
ces that have been uſed to 
ce dcfeat it; and I ſhall never for- 
ce get the Obligations I have to 
« thoſe who have diſtinguiſhed 
de themſelves on this Occaſion.“ 
Then having touch'd upon the late 
Miſmanagements, aud recommend- 
cd ſeveral important Things to 
their Conſideration, he concludes 
thus: “ The Eyes of all Europ 
* arc upon you, waiting the Iſſue 
« of this firit Seſſion. Let no un- 
happy Diviſions of Parties here 
% at home, divert you from pur- 
* ſuing the common Interelt of 
Let no wicked 
% Inſinuations diſquiet the Minds 
* of my Subjeas. The eſtabliſh'd 
% (Conftitution in Church and 
<« State, ſhall be the Rule of my 
« Government; the Happinels, 
« Faſe and Proſperity of my Peo- 
« ple ſhall be the chief Care of 
« my Life. Thoſe who aſſiſt me 
« in carrying on theſe Meaſures, 
J ſhall always eſteem my beit 


« Friends ; and I doubt not but 1 


£:>'3 « ſhall 
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« ſhall be able, with your Aſſiſ- 
* tance, ty diſappoint the Deſigns of 
« thoſe who would deprive me of 
& that Blefling, which I moſt va- 
« Jae, the Affection of my Peo- 
« ple Both Houſes, after warm 
Debates on. ſame Clauſes, pre- 
ſented Addrefſes entirely agree 
able to the Sen iments of the 
Court. | 

On April 22, in the Morning, 
was the famous total Eclipſe ot 
the Sun, a Thing that had not 
happen'd for ſome Centuries in 
theſe Parts; when the Darkness, 
for a ſmall Space, was ſuch, that 
ſeveral Stars appear'd, and the 
Rirds betook themſelves to Rooft, 
as if it had been a new Night. 
I was then in Berk/irc, and ob- 
ſery'd, that after the Light's grow- 

ing. fainter and fainter, as the 
Moon advanc'd over the Sun's 
Diſk, the total Darkneſs came on 
inſtantaneouſly, as when a Candle 
is extinguiſh'd by Night, as ſoon 
as the Faftern Limb {or Rim} of 
the Sun was cover'd; as did the 
Light in the ſame Manner, when 
the Moon left its Weſtern Limb. 
This extraordinary Pnænomenon 
Was much obſerved by Dr. Halley, 

Mr. Fhifton, and all our eminent 

Aſtronomers, who had before, with 
reat Exactneſs, calculated the 
ume and Manner of it. 

The fame Month died Dr. G:/- 
bert Burnet, Biſhop of Saliſbury, 
famous for his excellent Hiſtory 
of the Reformation, and other 
Writings; and a great Advocate 
for the Revolution, which got him 
many Enemies. The Marqueſs of 
i/harton died alſo about the ſame 
Time, as did the Earl of Halifax 
not long after. The Marquetis of 
Wharton was a Man of a fine Ge- 
nias, an able Stateſman and Poli- 
tician, and a great L.ader among 
the Whigs. He left one Son, 
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who was afterwards made 2 
Duke, and was a Man of great 
Wit and Parts; but having ſquan- 
der'd away a large Eſtate, he, to 
wards, the End of this Reign, of 
a Whig became a violent Tory, 
and Oppoſer of the Court: At 
length he went abroad, turn'd Pa- 
piſt, join'd himſelf to the Intcreſt 


. of the Pretender, and died in Spain, 


in 1731. | 

The Parliament had not at 
long, before they began to call 
the late Miniſters to an Account, 
It appear'd by their Addreſſes, 
that they deſign'd to do ſo; 
wherefore the Lord Viſcount Bo- 


lingbroke, who had taken his Scat 


in the Houſe of Peers, and {poke 


in the Debate on the Addreſs, 


was beforchand with them; for 
on March 27, he went Poſt t9 


Dower, embark*d for Calais, and 


ſo leſt the Kingdom. On ig. 
the ſeveral Papers relating to tc 
Negotiations of Peace and Com- 
merce, and Ceffation of Arms, were 
laid before the Houſe of Common: 
and a Committee of Secrecy was 
appointed to examine them, Wh 
choſe Robert Walpole, Eſq; their 
Chairman. The Report of the 
Committee was read in the Houle 
on Juee q, and was order'd to be 
printed. It was very long, but 
may be reduc'd to theſe Heads; 
1. Theclandeſline Negotiations ewith 
Meſnager, the French Agent, 4vhic 
produc'd tabs Sets of Pretiminar) 
Articles ; the one private, for Great 
Britain only ; the other general, fi! 
all the Allies. 2. The extrazrd- 
nary M:afurg, pulſu d to form the 
Congreſs at HMcht. 3. The 11ifi; 
Am , F rench Plenipo- 
tentiaries at Utrecht, by the Con- 
nivance of the Britiſh Miniſters. 
4. The Negotiations about the Re- 
nunciation of the Spaniſh Monarc/y, 
5. The fatal Suſpenſion of ** 
f „70 
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6. The Seizure of Ghent and Bruges, 
in order to diſtreſs the Allies and fa- 
wour the French. 7. The Duke of 
Ormond' acting in Concert with 


1 


$ the French General. 8, The Lord 
' Bolingbroke's Tourney to France, 
& = 7 negotiate a ſeparate Peace. 9. 
. M.. Prior's and the Duke of Shrewſ- 
l bury's Negotiations in France. 10. 
n, | The precipitate Concluſion of the 
Peace at Utrecht. 11. The ſacri- 
fat | ficing the Catalans. 12. Promoting 
all | the Intereſt of the Pretender. 
nt. The Report having been taken 
es, mto Conſideration, it was forth- 
o; with reſolved, June 10, to im- 
Bo- peach Lord Viſcount Bolingb role 
eat and the Earl of Oxford of High 
oke Treaſon and other High Crimes 
els, and Miſdemeanors. On the 21ſt, 
for after a long Debate, in which ſe- 
to reral Whigs as well as Tories 
and WF ſpoke in favour of the Duke of 
1 9, = Ormond, it was reſolv'd alſo to 
) 0 WF impeach him of High Treaſon and 
om- other High Crimes and Miſdemea- 
were nors; and the next Day, to im- 
nons, peach the Earl af. Strafford, one 
was af the Plenipotentiaries for the 
ho Peace at Utrecht, of High Crimes 
their and Miſdemeanors. Twas thought 
F the che Duke of Or mond's Name be- 
Touſe ing made uſe of as & Signal for 
to be RF Mobs and Riots, was ene Thing 
x, but chat haſten'd on his Impeachment, 
Jeads; F High Church and Ormond for ever, 
; <vith being now as much the Cry of the 
avbich WR Jacobite and Tory Mobs, as High 
mi nat; Wi Church and Sacheverel had been. 
Great However, *twas believ'd be would 
al, fir have found Favour, if he had ſtaid; 
tr aordi- winch he did not think fit to do, 
orm the but taking the Adyice of his 
- trifns Lory Friends, purtilſr'y, as tis 
Planie: ought, of Dr. Atterbury Biſhop 
he C. f Rocheſter, he left the Kingdom, 
liniſters ad follow'd Lord Bo/ingbrike to 
the R. France. Upon which a Bill of At- 
[onarcl). inder of High Treaſon was after- 
F Arm. ss brought in and paſs'd againſt 
6, 70 em both: The Earl of Oæſord 
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did not fly, but was committed 
firſt to the Cuſtody of the Black- 
Rod. and then to the Tauer, where 
we muſt leave him for ſame Lime. 

In Fuly, the King gave the 
Royal Aſſent to an Act for pre- 
denting Tumults and riotous A im- 
bles, commonly call'd the Riot Att ; 
which is ſtill in Force. By this 
Law it is made Death for any 
riotous Perſons to continue toge- 
ther for a ſhort Time mention's - 
in the AR, after a Proclamation 
has been read to them to diſperſe. 

His Majeſty had early acquaint- 
ed the Parliament with Deſigns 
carrying on abroad, and by a f- 
l/s Party at home, in favour of 
the Pretender, Upon which both 
Houſes addreſs'd him to put the 
kingdom in a Poſture of Defence, 
by increaſing the Number of For- 
ces both by Sea and Land, and 
paſs'd an Act, empowering his 
Majeſty to ſecure ſuch Perions as 
he thould ſuſpect were conſpiring 
againſt his Perſon and Govern- 
ment. Meaſures were accordingly 
forthwith taken for augmenting 
the Forces, and Warrants were 
iſſued out againſt ſeveral ſuſpected 
Perſons, fome of whom had the 
good Fortune to be ſecur'd, and 
others eſcap'd to run themſelves 
into more certain Deſtruction. For 
ſoon after, a Rebellion was 
actually begun in Scotland, which 
was abetted by another in England. 
That in Scor/and was headed by 
the Earl of Mar, who, notwith- 
ſtanding lis Profeſſions of Loyalty 
to King Grorge, Which he ex- 
preſs'd in a Letter he wrote to 
him on his Accethon, notwith- 
ſtanding his baving taken the 
Oaths to his Majeſty, and ſign'd 
the Proclamation declaring him 
to be his lawiul and righttul So- 
vereign, yet being not taken No- 
tice of as he Cciir'd, as he was 
one who join'd in the Meaſures 

E e 4 of 
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rith 


of the late Miniſters, he about the Lords from the e of Sc rith th 
Beginning of Avguft withdrew who by the Inſtructions of Aar, being 
from London into the High/avds, had rais'd ſome Forces for the theſe \ 
and having conſulted with his Pretender; as the Viſcount K-1- and fo 
Friends, and drawn a Number of mure, who ſet up his Standard »t ſome 1 
Men together, he ſet up the Pre-. Loughmaber,and the Earls of Nr Servant! 
tender Standard there, Sept. 6, and dale, Carnabath, and Wintoun, who they m 
e him, or caus'd him to join'd the Exgliß Rebels with to Lan 
proclaim'd, firſt at Brae- Man, their ſmall Force at Rothbury. ſeiz'd | 
then at Perth, Aberdien, Dundee, Soon after, they march'd to Ke//; non, th 
and ſeveral other Places. The Re- on the Borders, and join'd a Body would 
bels had great Expectations from of Highlanders, whom Mar, after ſurpr12 
the French King, 1 XIV. but he had taken Poſſeſſion of the neral / 
he happening to die about this fruitful County of Fife, had found ſelves 
Time, and the Duke of Orlians, Means to fend over the Firth, the Tc 
the Regent, being willing to culti- under Machintaſb; with whom alſo and n 
vate a Friendſhip with King George, was the Lord Nairn. Genera] of the 
this was a great Diſcouragement to Carpenter being ſent in Purſuit of tack « 
them, and a great Blow to their the Rebels, with Hotham's Regi- neral / 
Cauſe. But as they had embark'd ment of Foot, Cobbam's, Mole, on No 
in this raſh Undertaking, and had «w9r7h's, and GhurchilPs Dragoons, Honey: 
ſtill Hopes that the late Duke of arriv'd at Newca/tle, Oct. 8, and the 'T 
Ormond would make a Deſcent ſoon ſet out to attack the Rebels and B 
upon Great Britain, and depended at Kelſo. This made them leave leads 
upon a Riſing in England, they were that Place, and march to Fedburgh. Troo 
reſolv'd to puſh their Deſign. In They were much divided in their bels ! 
the mean Time General Wightman, Counſels. Mactinteſb was for en- at la 
who was then in Scer/aud, had paging the King's Forces under from 
Orders to form a Camp near Sir General Carpenter, which were Houſ 
ling, and diſtreſs the Rebels as inferior in Number; but Forſter, neral 
much as he could, till the Duke who was call'd General of the ſoon 
of Argyl-e's Arrival. | Engliſh Rebels, was apainſt it. Wir- ſurre 
The Inſurrection in the 7, of tun was for marching back and The) 
England, the ſeditious Attempts at joining the Earl of Mar, but the 13th 
Oxford and Bath, the Seizing of Engli were for marching into he v 
Briftol and Plymouth, were hap- England, which was at laſt agreed and 
pily prevented by the timely Pre- to; and when the Highlanders per- gran 
cautions of the Government: But ceived it, 500 of them ſeparated Pie 
in the North, the Earl of Der- and went home. From Jeaburg h next 
wentwater, the Lord I iddrington, then they march'd to Hawick, ing, 
Mr. Forfter, Knight of the Shire thence to Langholme, and thence mad 
for Northumberland, and others, to Longtown in Cumberland, till 403 
appear'd in Arms in October. Tho' endeavouring to avoid General Scot 
their Numbers were but ſmall, Carpenter, 4. was in Purſuit of to e. 
yet they proclaim'd the Pretender, them. From Longtown they wou 
firſt at Warkworth, then at Mor- march'd to Brampton, and then of t 
peth, Hexham, and other Places, to Penrith. Here the Militia, Keb 
They were all Horſe, not being tho' double their Number, inſtead und 
able to entertain any Foot for of oppoſing them, as they made PAT 
Want of Arms. 'They were firſt a Shew of doing, took to their the 
ſuengthen d by the Junction of ſome Heels, and ran away. From Pen- mar 


ieh they proceeded to Appleby, 
being join'd but by a few in all 


' theſe Marches: Then to Kendal, 


and fo to Kirby/on/dale; and here 
ſome Lancaſhire Papiſts with their 
Servants and "Tenants joining them, 


they march'd forwards, and came 


to Lancaſter, Now, 7. Here having 
ſeiz'd fix or ſeven Pieces of Can- 
non, they proceeded to Preſton, and 
would have gone farther, but were 
ſurpriz'd by the Approach of Ge- 
neral H77//s ; and fo they ſhut them- 
ſelves up as well as they could in 
the 'Town, barricadoing the Streets, 
and making a proper Diſpoſition 
of their Men to receive the At- 
tack of the King's Troops. Ge- 
neral Hills came before the Town 
on New. 12, and order'd Brigadier 
Honeywood to attack that End of 
the Town which leads to Vigan, 
and Brigadier Dormer, that which 
leads to Lancaſter. The King's 
Troops ſuffer'd much by the Re- 
bels Fire from the Windows. But 
at laſt the Enemy being driven 
from their firſt Barricade, ſeveral 
Houſes being ſet on Fire, and Ge- 
neral Carpenter arriving, they were 
ſoon reduc'd to the Neceſſity of 


ſurrendering to the King's Mercy. 


They ſent out to capitulate on the 
13th. But General //7//s told them, 
he would not treat with Rebels, 
and no other Terms would be 


5 _ but ſubmitting Priſoners at 


iſcretion; winch they did the 
next Day at ſeven in the Morn- 
ing, and ſo were diſarm'd and 
made Priſoners, to the Number of 
46 3 Euglis, and above 1000 
Scots, many having found Means 
to eſcape. - Several were kill d and 
wounded on both Sides, but more 
of the King's Troops than of the 
Kebels, who were every where 
under Cover. 
Let us now fee what became of 
the Rebels in Scotland. It is re- 
markable, that on the very Day 
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that the Rebels were ſubdued at 
Preſton, Sunday, Now. 13, the Duke 
of Argyle, with about 4000 Men, 
engaged the Rebel Army under the 
Earl of Mar, conſiſting of about 
8 or gooo, at Sheriffmuir near 
Dumblain, about four Miles from 
Stirling. The Battle was obſtinate 
and bloody, various Accounts were 
given of it, and both Sides claim'd 
the Victory. What is certain from 
all the Accounts is this, that the 
Duke of Argyle, with the Right 
of his Army, ſoon put the Left 
of the Enemy to the Rout; but 
whilſt he was purſuing them a 
conſiderable Way with great 
Slaughter, the Right of the Re- 
bels h. the better of the Left of 
the Royal Army, and made ſuch 
terrible Havock among them, 
that they had like to have beer 
all cut off. But that upon the 
Whole, the King's Forces had 
the Advantage, appears by the 
Conſequences: For the Earl of 
Mar, immediately after the Battle, 
retreated to Perth, and his Deſign 

of croſſing the Forth was entire 
fruſtrated, and never afterwards 
attempted. The Earl of Yay, 
Brother to the Duke of Argyle, 
was in the Action, behav'd with 
great Intrepidity, and was wound- 
ed in his Arm and Side, Among 
the Slain were Col. Hamers, and 
Capt. Armſtrong, his Grace's Aid 
de Camp. About 800 of the Re- 
bels were killed, and many made 
Priſoners, among whom were ſe⸗ 
veral Gentlemen. About the 
ſame Time, the Lord Lowat 
took Iwverne/s from the Rebels, 
which was a Place of great Im- 

portance. F 
The reſt of Nowember, and all 
December, both Sides remain'd 
quiet in their Quarters, the Duke 
of Argyle at Stirling, and the Earl 
of Mar at Perth. In the mean 
Time, on. Dec. 22, the Pretender 
arriv'd 
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amiv'd in- u Dankirk Privateer, at 


Peterbead in Scotland, where he 


was preſently met and compliment- 
ed by the Farl of Mar, the Earl 
Mareſthal, General Hamilton, and 
other of his Adherents. From 
Peterhead he went to Feteroſſe, 
on Far. 6, to Dundee, and from 
thence to Scoon, two Miles from 
Perth. Here he publiſh'd ſeveral 
Proclamations, particularly one for 
a Convention of the States, and 
another for his Coronation, and 
aſlum'd other Acts of Royalty; 
which were all at an End almoſt 
as ſoon as they were vainly u- 
ſurp'd. For towards the End of 
January, the Duke of Argyle, 
aſſiſted by. Lieutenant-Ger, ral Ca- 
dogan and other General Officers, 
who. were fent down to him, and 
reinforc'd by a good Train of Ar- 
tillery, and the Dutch Troops 
lately landed, marching from Stir- 
ling to attack the Rebels at Perth, 
who now no longer expected Aſ- 
ſiſtance from France, upon his Ap- 
proach, they abandon'd the Place, 
and ret:r'd with the Pretender to 
-Dunate, and from thence to Man- 
roſe ; where finding they were 


. Cloſely purſu'd by the King's 


Forces, on Feb. 14, the Pretender, 
with the Earls of Mar and Me- 
fort, the Lord Drummond, and 
ſome other Chiefs, found Means to 
make their Eſcape in a French 


Ship which lay there; ſoon after 


which the Rebels diſperſed, ſome 
ſubmitted, and ſome were taken 
Priſoners. 

The chief of the Rebels taken 
at Preſton were brought up to 
London. When they came near 


the City they were all pinion'd 


with Cords, their Horſes being 
led by Foot Soldiers, and fo made 
a miſerable Proceſſion amidit num- 
berleſs Spectators. Among them 
was their General Forfter, as alſo 


the Earls of Derauentavater, Nithi/- 


date, Carmwath and Wintoun, Viſ- 
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count Kenmure, and the Lords 
Widdrington and Nairn. The 
Noblemen were ſent to the Togver, 
and the reſt to Negugate and o. 
ther Priſons. The Parliament 
meeting, Jan. , the ſeven Lords 
were preſently impeach'd of High 
Treaſhn. All pleaded guilty but 
Wintoun, who ſtood a Trial and 
was caſt; and ſo they had all Sen- 
tence of Death paſs'd on them 
by the Lord Chancellor Cowper, 
who was appointed Lord High 
Steward upon the Occaſion. Der- 
cbentabater and Kenmure were be- 
headed on Tower- Hill, Feb. 24, 
1715 -16. Nithiſdale, who was 
to have been executed with them, 


had the good Fortune to make 


his Eſcape out of the Tower the 
Night before, diſguis'd in Wo- 
man's Apparel with a Ridinghood 
over it. -Wintoun eſcap'd from the 
ſame Priſon afterwards, as did For- 
ter and Mackinto/þ out of New- 
gate, Some were executed in the 
Country, 11 at Preſton, 6 at Vi- 
gan, and 5 at Mancheſter. A few 
were hang'd at Tyburn, particular- 
ly one Gaſcoign, Col. Oxburgh, 
Mr. Paal a Clergyman, and Mr. 
Hall who had been a Juſtice of 
Peace. In ſhort, ſome who were 
found guilty were tranſported, 
others repriev'd ; ſome were ac- 
quitted on their Trial; and 
thoſe who were untried or re- 
priev'd, continued Objects of his 
Majeſty's Clemency, and had the 
Benefit of the 44 of Grace that 


afterwards paſs'd. But the Earl of 


Mar, the Marqueſs of Tillibardinc, 
and ſome others who fled from 
Scotland, were attainted by Act of 
Parliament. There having been 
ſome Jarring in Council about the 
Execution of the condemn'd Lords, 
the Earl of Nottingham was, ſoon 
after, remov'd from being Preſi- 
dent of the Council, and his 


Son the Lord Finch, from being 
One 
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one of the Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury. 

I ſhall now take Notice, that 
the End of the Year 1715 was re- 
markable for a very hard and ſe- 
vere Froſt, It began towards the 
End of Nowember, and continued 
till February. The Thames was fo 
congeal'd that Multitudes of Peo- 

le walk'd over it, and there were 
eaten Paths on the frozen River 
from the Bridge to Whitehall; a 
great many Booths were erected 
upon it, which, with the Numbers 
of People daily frequenting it, 
made it look like one continu'd 
Fair; and two whole Oxen were 
roaſted upon it. 

Robert Walpole, Eſq; was ſome 


Time before made Firſt Com- 


miſſioner of the Treaſury and 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. And 
about the ſame Time the Parlia- 
ment of Jreland attainted Tame: 
Butler, late Duke of Ormond, of 
High Treaſon, and confiſcated his 
Eitates in that Kingdom. 

The good Archbiſhop Tenniſon 


| died about the End of the ſame 


Year, aged $1, and was ſucceeded 
in the Archbiſhoprick of Canter- 
bury by Dr. Vale, Biſhop of 
Lincoln. And in April, 1716, that 
great Lawyer and Stateſman, John 
Lord Sommers, departed this Life. 

A few Weeks after, the King 
gave the Royal Aſſent to an Act 
for enlarging the Time of Continu- 
ance of Parliaments. This is the 
famous Sterrial Af, whereby 
this and future Parliaments were 
continued ſeven Years, unleſs 
{ooner diſſoly'd by the Crown, in- 


| Read of three Vears, as by the 


Triennial A paſs'd in the Reign 
of King Milliam. There were 
great and long Debates upon this 
Septennial Bill in both Houſes, and 
many Lords enter'd their Proteſt 
againſt it. And tho' it ſeem'd ne- 
ceilary at that j uncture, when, by 
reaſon of the {cditious and rebelli- 
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ous Spirit that ſtill appear'd in the 


Nation, eſpecially among the com- 
mon Sort, a new Election might 


have thrown the Kingdom into a 


Flame; yet it has been thought 
by many, that, in Time, it may 
prove dangerous to the Conſtitu- 
tion, as it malt give Miniſters a 
greater Influence over Parliaments. 

The Parliament was prorogu'd 
on June 26, About which Time, 
among other Creations, Sir Rich- 
ard On/lew was made a Baron, and 
the Earl of Portland was rais'd to 
the Dignity of a Duke: General 
Cadogan, who had ſignaliz'd him- 
ſelf in Queen Annes War, and 
had been very ſerviceable in ſup- 
preſſing, the Rebellion in Scotland, 
was alſo made a Lord, and after- 
wards an Earl: And Sir Henry St. 
John, Father to the late Lord 
Bolingbroke, was created Baron of 
Batterſea. Much about the ſame 
Time, the Lady Schulenburg was 
made Dutcheſs of Munſter in Ire- 
land; and Prince Erneſt, - the 
King's Brother and Biſhop of 
Oſnaburg, was created Duke of 
York, and was afterwards made 


Knight of the Garter, together 


with Prince Frederick, Son to the 
Prince of Wales. 

The Clauſe in the Act of Settle- 
ment, whereby, after it took Place, 
the Sovereign was not to go out 
of the Kingdom, without Conſent 
of Parhament, was repeal'd at the 
End of the Seſſion; and his Ma- 
jeſty having conſtituted the Prince 
of Wales Guardian of the Realm 
in his Abſence, on Fly 7, ſet out 
for his German Dominions: He 
viſited them again in 1719, and 
continued to do' ſo almoſt every 
Year after. 

Tho' the Rebellion was happily 
cruſh'd, the Spirit of it ſtill re- 
main'd, and diſcover'd it ſelf in 
Mobs, Riots and Tumults, which 
the looſe diforderly Multitude 

EW | were 
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were very ready to run into, ever 
fince Sachewerel's Affair. To ſtem 
the Torrent of theſe Mobs, the 
Whigs, and thoſe well affected to 
che 2 Succeſſion, had even 
in the laſt Reign began to form 
themſelves into Clubs or Societies, 
which uſed to meet at ſeveral 
Houſes in the City and Suburbs, 
call'd Mug- Houſes, from the Veſlel 
they uſed to drink out of, when 
whiggiſh Healths were toaſted. 
Theſe Societies were kept up and 
increas'd after his Majeſty's Ac- 
ceſſion, when the Rabble became 
more furious in Proportion to the 
Diſappointment and Deſpair of 
their Party. The Roebuck in Cheap- 
ide was one of the molt famous 
of theſe Mug- Houſes, and that in 
Saliſbury-Court became ſo by the 
following Circumſtance. The 
Company there, having, on ſome 
Occaſion, given a more than ordi- 
nary Demonſtration of their Aﬀec- 
tion to his Majeſty and the Royal 
Family, the Mob on the oppoſite 
Side were ſo enrag'd, that, on 
July 20, they came and attack'd 
the Mug-Heuſe, which was kept 
by one Mr. Read, and would have 
demoliſh'd it, if the Company 
there had not ſent for a Rein- 
forcement from the Mug - Flouſe in 
T awviſtock-Street. This made them 
fly for the preſent, tho* many of 
them returned and kept hovering 
about the Houſe the following 
Days. At laſt on the 23d, one 
Vaughan, who had been a Blue- 
coat-Boy at Brideauell- Haſpital, 
inſtigated the Mob to go to the 
Mug Houſe and revenge their late 
Affront. They follow'd him with 
loud Huzzas of High-Church and 
Ormond, and Down . avith the 
Mug-Houſes, Mr. Read finding 
they intended to pull down the 
Houſe, bid them keep off, or elſe 
he would fire amongſt them; but 
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they not rding him, he let of 
Ms Piece and kill'd “ aug han on 
the Spot, for which he was after. 
wards tried, and acquitted. The 
Mob ftill continuing their Out- 
rages, breaking the Windows, pu]. 
ling down the Sign, gutting the 
Houſe, and breaking and deſtroying 
the Goods, the Sheriffs of Lon4s: 
came and order'd the Proclama- 
tion againſt Riots to be read 
but this not availing, a Party 
of the Guards were order'd to 
march to the Place, and as ſoon 
as they appear'd the Mob dif. 
pers'd: But five of the Rioters 
were taken, who being tried and 
found guilty, were hang'd at the 
End of Saliſbury-Court, in Septem- 
ber. Which ſeaſonable Piece of 
Severity put an effectual Stop to 
all Rioting for the future. 
Whilſt his Majeſty was abroad, 
the Treaty of Defenſive Alliance 
between Great Britain, France 
and Holland, call'd the Triple A.. 
liance, was ſign'd. The King re- 
turning in January 1716-17, the 
Nation was ſoon alarm'd with an 
intended Invaſion from Sweden, 
in favour of the Pretender; which 
his Majeſty communicated to the 
Council. Upon this ſome ſuſpect- 
ed Perſons were taken up; and 
Count Gy/lemberg, the Saved 
Envoy here, was put under Arreſt, 
and all his Papers ſeiz'd. Baron 
Gortz, Miniſter and Favourite of 
the King of Sweden, had been in 
Holland, and was coming over to 
England to aſſiſt Gyllemberg in the 
Conſpiracy ; but hearing what had 
happen'd to him, and finding their 
Projects were diſcover'd, he re- 
turn'd to Holland; and upon the 
Britiſs Miniſter's Application to 
the States, Gortz, with his two 
Secretaries, and all his Papers, 
were iviz'd at Arnbeim in Guelder- 
laud, after flying from Place to 
Place 
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Place to avoid the Purſuit he knew 
was made after him. This Gorrz 
was the principal Projector, as well 
as Conductor, of the treacherous 
Deſign ; and by Eis and Gyl/em- 
berg's _—_ the whole Plot was 
diſcover d. The Parliament met, 
Feb. 20, when, by his Majeſty's 
Command, Copies of Letters be- 
tween Count Gyllemberg, the Ba- 
ron Gortz, Sparr, and otbers, re- 
lating to the Defign of raiſing a 
Rebellion in his Majeſty's Domini- 
ons, to be ſupported by a Force from 
Sweden, were laid before the 
Houſe, Soon after, a Bill paſs'd 
to prohibit all Commerce with 
Sweden, and a Squadron was fit- 
ted out, and ſent to block up the 
Swed;/p Ships in their Harbours. 
I ſhall juſt obſerve here, that the 
Animoſity of the King of Sweden 
was thought by ſome to be oc- 
caſion'd by the Purchaſe of Þre- 
men and Yerden of the Dancs, who 
had taken them from the Swedes : 
But upon the Revolution in Seve- 
den, after the Death of Charles XII. 
who was kill'd by a Shot in the 
Head before Frederick/ball, the 
Purchaſe of thoſe Diſtricts was 
confirm'd to his Britannick Ma- 
jeſty, in Conſideration of a Sum 
ef Money to be paid to Sweden. 
To return : 

On April 3, the King ſent a 
Meſſage to the Commons for a Sup- 
ply, to enable his Majeſty to make 
good ſuch Engagements with other 
Princes and States, as may prevent 
the preſent Danger from Sweden, 
and, as far as poſſible, the lite Ap- 
prebenfions for the future. Af⸗ 
ter long and warm Debates on 
this Meſſage, it was refolved, that 


250,000/. be granted to his Majeſty 


for the Purpole therein mention'd : 
But it was carried by a Majority 
of oaly four Voices. 

This ſmall Majority was owing 
to a Miſunderſtanding, about this 
Time, among the Courtiers. Ta 
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whatever Cauſe it was owing, 'tis 
certain there was ſome Difference 
between the King's Friends, which 
occaſion'd the Removal of ſome, 
and the Reſignation of others. So 
long ago as in December, the Lord 
Town/hend,. on the Arrival of an 
Expreſs from .[anover, was re- 
mov'd from his Place of Principal 
Secretary of State, to the great 
Surprize of molt People: And 
tho', after the King's Return, he 
was appointed Lord Lieutenant of. 
Ireland, yet immediately after the 
Debate on the above-mentioned 
Supply, he was remov'd from that 
Polt alſo; upon which Robert Na.. 
pole, Eſq; Mr. Mecthuzn, and Mr. 
Pulteney, reſign'd their reſpective 
Employments; as did, ſoon af- 
ter, the Duke of Devonſhire his 
Place of Preſident of the Council. 
And now General Stanhope, Who 
was ſoon after created a Baron 
and Viſcount, and afterwards an 
Earl, was made Firſt Commithoner 


of the Treaſury and Chancellor 


of the Exchequer, and the Earl 
of Sunderland, the other favourite 
Miniſter, and 7% ph Adaifon, Eſq; 
Secretaries of State. One of thoſe 
who reſigned, in a freſh Debate 
in the Houſe of Commons about 
the Supply againſt Sweden, ſaid, 
That hawing reſignd his Place, 
that he might act with the Free- 
dom becoming an Engliſhman, he 
could not forbear declaring againſt 
granting a Supply in a Manner al- 
together unharliamentary and un- 
precedented : That he could not per- 
ſuade himſelf that any Engliſhman 
adwuis'd his Majeſty to ſend fuch a 
M:fjage ; but he doubted not but the 
Reſolutions of a Britiſh Parliament 
would make a German Miniſtry 

tremble. | 
The Parliament, at his Majeſty's. 
Deſire, had adjourn'd from Apri/ 
16, to May 6; when being met, 
he, by the Mouth of the Lord 
Chan- 
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Chancellor, made a Speech to both 
Houſes: And Mr. Lechmere, in his 
Speech, when he moved for an 
Addreſs of Thanks, having in- 
ſinuated ſome Reflections on thoſe 
who had reſign'd their Places, as 
if they deſign'd to diſtreſs the 
. King's Affairs, Mr. Valpole, to 

5 himſelf, ſaid, That Peo- 
ple had been often riſlected upon 
for acceptiag Places, to carry on 
Defigns ogainſt the Intereſt of their 
Country; but he never heard a Man 
found fault with for laying down 
one of the moſt profitable Employ- 
ments of the Kingdom : That for his 
ewn Part, if he weuld have com- 
plied with ſome Meaſures, it was 
not in the Power of” any of the pre- 
ent Miniſters to remove him; but 
that he had Reaſons for reſigning, 
avith which he had acquainted his 
Mojrfty, and which he might, at 
a proper Time, explain to that 
Houſe: And in the mean while, 
his Conduct would ſprwv, that he 
never intended tither to make the 
King uneofy, or to embarraſs his 
air: Which Declaration was 
well liked by the King's Friends. 

Sir John Trevor, Maſter of the 
Rolls, dying on May 20, Sir Jo- 
ſiph Felyll was made Maſter of the 
Rolls in his Room, 

The Earl of Oxford, who had 
been near two Years a Pritoner 
in the Torver, took the favoura- 
ble Opportunity of the Diſſenſion 
among his Enemies, to petition for 
his Trial; which was accordingly 
brought on. Weftminſter- Hall be- 
ing prepar'd for the Purpoſe, and 
the Lord Chancellor Copper be- 
ing —_ Lord High Steward, 
the Priſoner, on Tune 24, was 
brought from the Teacer by Wa- 
ter, and conducted to tlie Bar; 
When Mr. Hampden, one of the 
Managers for the Commons, re- 
capitulated the Charge apainft the 
Earl, in a long Speech. Sir Je. 


CE 0 EO DE 


feph TFekyll was proceeding tg 
make good the firſt Article; but 
the Lord Harcourt having made 
a Motion previous thereto, 7 hat 
the Commons be not permitted t5 
proceed, in order to make good the 
Articles ageinſt the Earl of Ox. 
ford for High Crimes and Miſae- 
meanors, till Judgment be firft 
given upon the Articles for High 
Treaſon - which, after a long De- 
bate, was carried in the Affirma- 
tive; there aroſe upon this a Dit. 
ference between the two Houſes, 
the Commons being reſolv'd to 
proceed in their own Way, and 
the Lords as ſtrenuouſly adhering 
to theirs. At laſt, the Beginning 
of Tuly, the Lords proceeded to the 
Trial, and three Proclamations 
were made for the Accuſers of the 
Earl of Oxford to appear and 
make good the Articles of Im- 
peachment againſt him; but no 
body appearing, his Lordſhip was, 
by the unanimous Voice of all 
the Peers preſent, diſcharg'd of 
the High Crimes and Miſdemea- 
nors, as well as of the High 
Treaſon. However, the Com- 
mons addreſs'd the King to cx- 
cept the Earl of Oxford out of 
the AF of Grace; with which his 
Majeſty comply'd. 

A famous Controverſy was be- 
gan and carried on. this Year, 
occaſion'd by Dr. Hoadley Biſhop 
of Bangors Sermon before the 
King, intitled, The Nature of the 
Kingdom of Chriſt, ſhewing it not 
ta be of this World. A great 
Noiſe was made about this Ser- 
mon, and innumerable Pamphlets 
were wrote on both Sides. The 
Biſhop was generally thought to 


have the better of his Antagoniſts, 


who not content with their Op- 
poſition in à private Capacity, 
thought to have filenced him by 
meaus of the Convocation. The 
Lower Houſe appointed a Com- 
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mittee to draw up a Repreſenta- 
tion to the Upper Houſe, againſt 
the Poſitions advanc'd in his Scr- 
mon, and in his Preſervative a- 
gainſt the Principles and Practices 
of the Nonjurors. The Committee 
cenſur d both; but to put an End 
to theſe Heats the Convocation 
was prorogu'd, and have ſcarce 
ever {at ſince. However, the Re- 
port of the Committee was prin- 
ted, which was anſwer'd by the 
Biſhop. 

On Nov. 2, her Royal High- 
neſs the Princeſs of Wales was 
brought to Bed of a Prince, who 
on the 28th was chriſten'd by the 
Name of George-William, his 
Majeſty and the Duke of New- 
caſtle, Lord Chamberlain of the 
Houſhold, being Godfathers, and 
the Dutcheſs of S-. A/bans God- 
mother. By ſome Circumſtance or 
other, after the Chriſtening was 
over, his Royal Highnels the 
Prince of Wales fell under his 
Majeſty's Diſpleaſure, infomuch 
that he was order'd to leave 97. 
James's; which he did, and went 
and reſided at Leiceſter-Hlouſe, with 
the Princeſs his Conſort, who, to 
be ſure, would chuſe to go with 
him, tho* *twas ſignify'd to her, 
that ſhe might ſtay at Sz. Zames's 
as long as he judg'd convenient. 
The young Princeſſes, and the 
young Prince, who died in Febru- 
ary following, remain'd at S. 
James's with his Majelty ; Or- 
ders having been given, that her 
Royal Highneſs might come and 
ſee them as often as ſhe would. 
After this, whenever the King 
went abroad, he committed the 
Adminittra'zon of the Govern- 
ment to Lords Juſtices. This 
Difference farther divided the 
Friends of the Royal Family: 
For as all in the King's Service 
were forbid to viſit the Prince's 
Coprt at Leiceſfer-Huuſe, molt of 


his Royal Highneſs's Servants for- 
bore going to Sc. Fames”s. 
Towards the End of this Year, 
a Proclamation was publiſh'd for 
lowering the Gold Coin ; where- 
by Guineas, that before went for 
one and twenty Shillings and Sjx- 
pence, were order'd for the future 
to go for one and twenty Shil- 
lings. 
The Marquis de Paleotti, an 
Italian, and Brother to the Dut- 
cheſs of Shrewſbury, having been 
tried, convicted and condemn'd 


for the Murder of his Servant, 


was hang'd at Tyburn on March 
17, 1717-18. Great Interceſſion 
was made for him by his Sitter 
the Dutcheſs, and ſome foreign 
Miniſters; but his Character was 
ſo deteſtable, that all the Favour 
he could obtain was to be executed 
by himſelf ; which was according- 
ly done about eight a Clock in 
the Morning. The ſame Day a 
Criminal of another Kind was 
executed, one Fames Shepherd, a 
young Man under Twenty, who, 
by frequenting Facebite Conven- 
ticles, and reading their Books, 
had work'd himfelf up to ſuch a 
wicked Enthuſiaſm, that he would 
have undertaken to aſſaſſinate the 
King, which, in his Letter to Mr. 
Leake, a Nonjuring Clergyman, 
he inſolently calPd Smiting the 


Uſarper in his Palace. Leake be- 


ing ſufficiently terrified at ſuch a 
Letter, which was left for him 
at his Lodgings, went and com- 
municated the Contents of it to 
Sir John Fryer, an Alderman of 
London, who advis'd him to ſeize 
the young Traitor, when he came 
for an Anſwer; which he did, and 


carried him before the Alderman, 


who committed him to Newwgare. 
Shepherd was ſo far from repenting 


of his Treaſon, that upon his Trial 


he own'd the execrable Deſign, 
and gloried in it. 
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Earl Convper reſign'd the Great 
Seal in April 1718, which, after hav- 
ing been for a ſhort Time in Com- 
miſſion, was given to Thomas Lord 
Parker, Lord Chiet- Juſtice of the 
King's- Bench, afterwards created 
Earl of Macclesfield; who was ſuc- 
ceeded, as Lord Chief - Juſtice, by 
Sir John Prat. About the ſane 
Time, Mr. Lechmere was made 
Attorney-General, in the Room 
of Sir Edward Northey ; the Earl 
of Sumerland, Preſident of the 
Council and Firſt Commiſſioner of 
the Treaſury; John Aiſſabie, Eſq; 
Chancellor of the Exchequer ; Lord 
Stanhope and James Craggs, junior, 
Eſq; Secretaries of State; the latter 
in the Room of J Addon, Eſq; 
to whoſe thoughtful and ſpecula- 
tive Genius, the Fatigue of that 
Office was not very agreeable. 
Let us now turn our Eyes a 
little to foreign Affairs, in which 
Great Britain had a conſider- 
able Share. King Pp of Spain 


taking Advantage of the Em- 


ror's being cngag'd in a War 
with the Turks, had laſt Year in- 
vaded Sardinia; which pro- 
bably he would not have done, 
if the glorious Victory, which 
Prince abi had obtain'd over 
the Turks at Belgrade, had been 
known at the Court of Spain. 
This open Hoftility againſt the 
Emperor, put the Courts of Great 
Britain, France, and the States- 
General, upon concerting Meaſures 
to reſtore and preſerve the 'I'ran- 
quillity of Eure. And fo atter 
a Peace had been concluded and 
ſign'd at Paſſurowiiz, July 2, this 
Year, between the Imperial and 
Ottoman Courts, by the Media- 
tion of the King of Great *ritain 
and the States —f. the (Qua- 
druple Alliance, or mutual (Aa- 
rantee, between the Emperor, 
Great Britain, France and I loſlond, 
was ſign'd at Lenden on the 22 
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of the ſame Month, It was call'd 
the Quadruple Alliance, tho' the 
States General were then on! 
named in it as one of the Con- 
tracting Parties, it not being doubt. 
ed but they would come into it. 
Previous to this Treaty, was a 
Convention between his Britannich 
Majeſty and the Moſt Chriſtian 
King, for ſettling the Terms of 
the Treaty of Peace between the 
Emperor and the King of Spain, 
and between his Imperial Majeſty 
and the Duke of Szwvy King of 
Sicily. 
ſerted in the Treaty of London, or 
Quadruple Alliance, and declar'd, 
that the Invaſion of Sardinia was 
a Breach of tle Neutrality of 
Italy; that Sicily ſhould be de- 
liver'd up to the Emperor, and 
Sardinia, in lieu thereof, given to 
the Duke of Sawoy: And the Suc- 
ceſtion to the Dutchies of Parma 
and Tuſcany was ſettled on the 
Queen of Spain's Son, upon Failure 
of Heirs in thoſe Houſes, pro- 
vided the King of Spain enter'd 
into the Treaty by a certain 
Time. To ſecure the Effects of 
this Treaty, Great Britain ſent 
out two ſtrong Squadrons of Men 
of War, one under Sir George 
Byng to the Mediterranean, and 
the other to the Haltick, under 
Sir John Norris; ſome of the 
Powers in the- North being then 
on ill Terms with Great Britain. 

On the other Hand, the King 
of Spain, foreſceing that Sicily was 
to be deliver'd up to the Emperor, 
relolved, by the Advice of Cardi- 
nal A/beron!, then Prime Miniſter 
in Spain, to ſeize it for himſelt. 
Accordingly he fitted out a Fleet, 
which made a Deſcent upon that 
liland, the Beginning of July, and 
reduc'd Palermo and ſeveral other 
Places. But while they were buſy 
in attacking the Citadel of Maſſina, 
the Engliſb Fleet, commanded 4 
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Sir George Byng came tip, and af- 
der a given to the Spani- 
ards, to no Purpoſe, to deſiſt from 
their Enterprize, there enſu'd a 
bloody Engagement, on Zuly 31, 
in which the 1 Fleet was 
entirely defeated. The King of 
Spain, by his Attempt upon S:c:/y, 
had violated the Treaty of Utrech/ 
and the Neutrality of Italy, of which 
the Crown of Great Britain was 
one of the Guarantees; yet this 
ſudden Blow was highly reſented 
by the Spaniards ; and as a Rup- 
ture muſt neceſſarily be the Con- 
ſequence, War was declar'd againſt 
Spain, in December following, both 
by Great Britain and France. And 
tho* there enſu'd many Congreſſes, 
Treaties and Conventions to bring 
Matters to an Accommodation, 
yet there has been more or leſs 
a Miſunderſtanding between Spain 
and us ever ſince. 

The Parliament met in Novem- 
ber, and they had not ſat long, be- 
fore Earl Sranhope offer d to the 
Houſe of Lords a Bill for frengthen- 
ing the Proteſtant Intereſt in theſe 
Kingdoms; importing, in Subſtance, 
a Repeal of the Occafional Con- 
formity and Schiſm Bills, which, 
towards the End of the laſt Reign, 
had been enacted againſt the Diſ- 
ſenters. This Bill, after long De- 
bates, paſs'd both Houſes, and re- 
ceiv'd the Royal Aſſent in Fe- 
bruary, 1718-19. | 

In this Seſſion alſo were great 
Debates in the Houſe of Lords, 
about the Bill for /imiting the 
Peerage ; which was tavour'd by 
the Court, tho' it imported ſome 
Reſtraint upon the Prerogative of 
the Crown. In the next Seſſion, 
this Bill paſs'd the Houſe of 
Lords, but was rejected by the 
Commons. 

On March 10, his Majeſty ac- 
quainted the Parliament, that he 
had receiv'd Intelligence from the 
1 
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French King, of an Invaſion in- 
tended from Spain in favour of 
the Pretender. Both Houſes gave 
his Majeſty the ſtrongeſt Aſſuran- 
ces of Afliſtance, and immediate 
Orders were given for fitting out 
a good Squadron of Men of War; 
the Troops march'd to guard 
the Coaſts, four Regiments were 
brought over from e/and, two 
Sevi/s Battalions arriv'd in the Ri- 
ver Thames, and three Dutch Bat- 
talions landed in the North of 
England. Beſides this, the French 
King and the Governor of the 
Auſtrian Netherlands order'd Bo- 
dies of Troops to march, ſo as 
to be in a Readineſs to be tranſ- 
ported to England upon Occaſion. 
Theſe Preparations made by the 
King and his Allies had been ſuf- 
ficient to have defeated the Inva- 
ſion, had it taken Effect. But the 
Winds were beforehand with them, 
and hinder'd the Execution of the 
Deſign. For the Spaniſb Fleet of 
about 50 Tranſports, convoy'd by 
four Men of War, having on board 
the late Duke of Ormond, about 
5ooo Men, and Arms for twice 
their Number, ſailing from Cadiz, 
was entirely diſpers'd by a violent 
Storm, which laſted 48 Hours. 
However, the late Earls of Sea- 


forth and Mareſchal and the Mar- 


queſs of Tillibardiue, landed at Mu- 
tail in Scotland, with about 400 
Men, moſtly Spaniards, from on 
board two Tranſports, and quickly 
got together above 1600 High- 
landers. But Major General 1/7ight- 
man coming upon them, ſoon drove 
them from their Faltneiles, and diſ- 
pers'd them; , about 300 of the 
Spaniards ſurrendering Priſoners 
at Diſcretion. As to Seaforth, Ma- 
riſe hal and Jilliba- dine, they made 
the beſt of their Way to the Iflands, 
from whence they found Means 
to tranſport themislves back into 


Spain. 
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The Parliament was prorogu'd 
on April 18, about which Time, 
the Dutcheſs of Munſter, an rib 
Title, was created Dutcheſs of 


Kendal in England; the Duke of 


Argyle, Dake of Greenwich ; the 
Earl of Manchefter, Duke of Man- 
cheſter ; the Earl of Carnarvon, 
Duke of Chandbs; and Lieutenant 
General Carpenter, Baron Car pen- 
fer of Killagby in the Kingdom 
of Jreland. Soon after, May 11, 
his Majeſty ſet out for Hanover, 
arriv'd there the 18th, and return'd 
to England in November, after his 
Mediation had been accepted for 
a Peace between Denmark and 
Sweden, and he had vigorouſly 
uſed his good Offices in favour of 
the Proteſtants in the Palatinate 
and in Poland, then grievouſly op- 
preſſed by the Papiſts. 
| ke celebrated 7o/eph Addiſon, 
Eſq; ſometime Secretary of State, 
and well known for his fine Ge- 
nius, difplay*d'in the S pectators and 
other elegant Writings, died in 
June this Vear, 1719. And not 
long before, that eminent Phyfi- 
cian, Sir Samuel Garth, departed 
this Liſe, famous as well for his 
Knowledge in the Art of Poetry, 
as for his Skill in his Profeſſion: 
He was Phyfician General to the 
Army. 

In November, Tohn Matthews, 
a Printer in Little-Britain, was 
executed at Tyburn, for printing 
and publiſhing a treaſonable Libel, 
intitled, Vox Populi Vox Dei, in 
which the Pretender's Right to the 
Crown of theſe Realms was aſſert- 
ed, in Breach of the Statute of 
the 4th of Queen Anne, which 
makes the aſſerting any ſuch 
Thing, in Writing or Printing, 
High T. reaſon. 

In an Expedition againſt Spain, 
this Year, the Lord Cobbam with 
the Land Forces, and Vice Ad- 

miral Migbels with the Fleet, took 
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I. 
Vigo, and ſeveral Incurſions were 
made on the Span; Coaſts; tho' 
the Advantage of this Expedition 
did not anſwer the Expence. Af 
ter a ſhort Stay at Vigo, the Ge- 
neral finding but little good to be 
done, order d the Forces to re- 
embark, and return'd in Nowember, 
with the Cannon and Stores he 
= taken in the Town and Cita- 

Great Numbers of Journeymen 
Weavers aſſembled in a riotous 
and tumultugus Manner, crying 
out, Down with the Calicoes, and 
12 and tearing them off the 

acks of ſuch Women as wore 
them. At the ſame Time Petiti- 
ons came from almoſt all Parts, 
complaining of the Decay of the 
Woollen and Silken Manufactures, 
by reaſon of theſe Calicoes and 
other £a/?-India Goods. The Re 
ſult was, that an Act was at length 


paſs'd, prohibiting te Uſe and 


Wear of painted, printed; or ſtaincd 
Calicoes, Sc. . 

The Parliament met ſoon afte: 
the King's Return, New. 23, and 
had not fat long, when the South. 
Sea Company and the Bank of 
England laid before the Houſe of 
Commons their ſeveral Propoſals 
for reducing all the publick Fund: 
into one, in order to diſcharge 
the national Debts, on ſome valua- 
ble Conſiderations to be granted 
taem, and certain Advantages to 
the Government. After much De- 
bate and Conteſt, it was determin'd 


in favour of the South. Sea Scheme, 


and their Propoſals were accepted 
on Feb. 1, 1719-20. An Act after- 
wards paſs'd both Houſes for that 


Purpoſe, which received the Roya! 
Aſſent in pril follow ing: At which 


Time allo an Act pais'd for the 
better ſecuring the Dependency 


of Ireland upon the Crown ot 


Great Britain. However honeſtly 
the abovementioned Scheme might 
. | have 
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have been deſign'd by ſome, the 
Execution of it was attended with 
amazing and fatal Conſequences, 
to the enriching of a Few and the 
impoveriſhing of "Thouſands ; for it 
became a mere Bubble and Decoy 
for artful and cunning Men to 
catch the unwary, but covetous 
Adventurers. 'The Infatuation was 

neral, tho* we might have taken 

arning by the Fate of the M/7- 

Scheme in France, form'd a 
little before by Mr. Law, a Scorch- 
man ; and nothing was now minded 
but the Buſineſs of Stock- Jobbing. 
Exchange-Alley, where thele At- 
fairs were tranſacted, was in a 
continual Hurry, where Crowds 
of all Ranks and Qualities daily 
reſorted. The Deſperate, who 
ventur'd firſt, were generally Gain- 
ers, whilſt the Wiſer and more Se- 
date, * who came in later, were 
many of them great Sufferers ; and 
fo the Yronoheads, (as was then 
the Saying) Pad the better of the 
Long bead. Upon the South-Sca 
Propoſals being accepted, the Stock 
roſe gradually to a prodigious 
Height; to 310 for 100/. be- 
fore the Bill had the Royal Aſ- 
fent; in a few Days to 340, then 
to 400, and before the End of 
May to 500. - In ſhort,” what by 
the Artifces of the Managers, and 
the Credulity of the People, thro” 
an Eagerneſs of increaſing their 


Fortunes, by the zd of June it 


got up to 890, and continued 
riſing and falling till it mounted 
to above 1000. A Spirit of Gam- 
ing thus prevailing in the Nation, 
many Projects were ſet on Foot, 
ſome whimſical enough, which 
were deſervedly call'd Bubbles, and 
grew up from the Corruption of 
the grand Bubble, or South-Sea 
Stock. They were near 100 in 
Number, and twas reckon'd that 


almoſt a Million and an half was 


won or loſt in them, 
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The Parliament was prorogu' d 
on June 11, and ſoon after his 
Majeſty ſet out for Hanover. 
South-Sea Stock ſtill continued to 
riſe for ſome Time, but about the 
End of Auguſt it began to fall, 
and fell faſter than it roſe, having 
nothing but an imag inary F6un- 
dation to ſupport it, till by Mi- 
chaelmas-Day it ſunk to 150. A 
Proclamation was iſſued againſt the 
Bubbles, on the Day the Parlia- 
ment was prorogu'd, and they 
were ſoon after entirely ſuppreſe d 
by Order of the Lords Juſtices. 
The Conſequence of theſe frau- 
dulent Arts in the Managers, and 
this mad gaming Humour in the 
People was, that many antient 
and good Families were impair'd 
or ruined ; whilſt a few Upſtarts 
got their Lhouſands. This caus'd 
a general Ferment in the Nati- 
on, and ſome Courtiers were ſup- 
pos'd to be deeply concern'd in 
theſe Practices. 78 
The King return'd in Novem- 
ber; and the Parliament met on 
Dec. 8. They ſoon proceeded to 
an Inquiry into the fraudulent 
Execution of the, South-Sea Act, 
and whilft the Matter was under 
Examination, Mr. Knight the Com- 
pany's Treaſurer, who, with Sir 
Jabm Blunt, had the chief Hand 
in the ruinous Project, fled out of 
the Kingdom. In the End, the 
Parliament applied to the Re- 
lief of the Sufferers the Eſtates 
of the Sub Governor, Deputy- 
Governor, Directors, We. only al- 
lowing each, ſuch Part as they 


thought proper; and Jen Aiſiabie, 


Eſq; Chancellor, of the Exchequer, 
met with the ſame Fate. Ihey 
were alſo incapacitated from fitting 
or voting in either Houſe of Par- 
liament, or from holding any Of- 
hce or Place of Truſt under his 
Majeſty, his Heirs or Succeſſors. 
The Act againſt the Directors re- 
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ceived the Royal Aſſent on July 
2 and on Aug. 10, the 
King paſs'd the Bill for reſtering 
the publick Credit, and prorogu'd 
the Parliament. The Hand Mr. 
Robert Walpole had in ſettling this 
diſtracted Affair, and reſtoring the 
Credit of the Nation, brought him 
into full Favour again. He was 
made Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and Firſt Commiſſioner of 
the Treaſury ;; about two Years 
after Knight of the Bath, then of 
the Garter, and continued Prime 
Miniſter to the End of this Reign, 
and 15 Years after, when he was 
oblig'd to reſign, and was miadę 
Earl of Orford. 8 
The renowned Admiral, Sir 
John Leake, died the Beginning of 
laſt Year; and about February, this 
Year, during the Diſtractions 9c- 
caſion'd by the South-Sea Aﬀair, 
and whilſt the Parliament was car- 
ing on their Inquiry into that 
dark Scene of Iniquity, Earl Stan- 
hope, and James Craggs, Eſq; both 
Sccretarics of State, departed this 
Life; as did allo Fohn Shefreld, 
the famous Duke of Buckingharn, 
The Lord Viſcount Toxwn/bend, 
who had before been declar'd Pre- 
ſident of the Council, and the 
Lord Carteret, ſucceeded Earl Stau- 
hope and Mr. Craggs, as Principal 
Secretaries of State. 5 
There being ſome Miſunder- 
ſtanding between his MARE, and 
the Czar of Muſcovy, a ſtron 
' Squadron, commanded by Sir John 
Norris, was {ent this Year, as well 
as the laſt, to the Balrick, to 
make good our Alliance with Sawe- 
gen, and to prevent the ſecret De- 
'hons of his Czarian Majeſty. 
Some Time before, was happily 
brought about the Recongilytion 
of the Royal Family: In Conſe- 
quence of which, his Royal High- 
nels the Prince of Wales attended 
his Majeſty at St. James , and was 
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half an Hour in private Conference 
with him. At his Return, he was, 
by the King's Command, attended 
by a Party of the Yeomen of the 
Guard, as alſo of the Horſe. 
Guards; and immediately the Foot. 
Guards began likewiſe ta mount 
Guard at Leicefter- Houſe. The 
next Day the Duke of Dewonſpire, 
Earl Cooper, Lord Viſcount Town/- 
hend, Mr. Robert Walpole, Mr. 
Methuen, and Mr. Pulteney, were 
admitted to kiſs the King's Hand. 
This was in April 1720, before 
the deſtructive Conſequences of the 
South-Sea Scheme appear'd. And 
on April 15, this Year, 1721, the 
Princeſs of Wales was happily de- 
liver'd of a Prince, named Milliam 
Aug::/lus, the preſent illuſtrious 
Duke of Cumberland. I ſhall ob- 
ſerve, here, once for all, that her 
Royal Highneſs had afterwardstwo 


Daughters, the Princeſs Mazy, late. 


ly married to the young Prince of 
Heſſe 5 and the Princeſs Louiſa, 
now Wife to the Prince Royal 
of Denmark, * +. 

In the laſt Seflion, a remark2b]- 
Bill was debated in the Houſe, of 
Lords, for the more effetuel [up- 
preſſing of Blaſphemy and Profanc- 
neſs, There was certainly too 
much Occaſion for ſuch à Bill; 
but as it chiefly tended- to ſet up 
a Sort of Inquiſition on Men; 
Conſciences with regard to ſome 
ſpeculative Points, wherein good 
and ſober Chriſtians differ, it met 
with ſuch a rational Oppoſition, 
that it came to nothing. 

Charles Spencer, Earl of Sunder- 
land, Groom of the Stole to his 


Majeſty, and who had been Sccre 


tary of State, Preſident of the Coun- 
cil, Ic. died in April, 1722 ; as did 


the great Duke of Mar/berough in 


Fune, whoſe Obſequies were per- 
form'd, on Aug. q, with the utmo!t 
Solemnity and, Magnificence, 2- 

grecaaly 


greeable 
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A Plot for bringing in the Preten- 
Aer, was diſcover'd about this Time; 
for which Dr. Atterbury, Biſhop 
of Rocheſter, was apprehended and 
committed to the Tober; as was 
alſo 5 0 Layer, a Counſellor 
of the Temple, but of ſmall Note 
in his Profeſſion. The following 
Perſons were afterwards, at diffe- 
rent Times, taken into Cuſtody 
and impriſon'd, wiz. John Plunket, 
George Kelly, Dennis Kelly, Lord 
Narth and Grey, the Earl of Orrery, 
the Duke of Nor/o/4, Dr. Freind, 
and others. All but Attcrbury, 
Layer, Plunket, and George Kelly, 
were after ſome Time admitted to 
Bail, and diſcharged; and in the 
mean Time one Neynoe, who was 
to be a principal Evidence againſt 
the Plotters, fell into the Thames 
and was drowned, as he was en- 
deavouring to eſcape from the Meſ- 
ſenger's Houſe, who had him in 
7 which was by the Water- 

de. 

The firſt Septennial Parliament 
having been diſſolv'd, when near 
expiring, a new one met on Od. q, 
1722; when the Commons having 
again choſen Spencer Compton, Eſq; 
for their Speaker, the King, in his 
Speech to both Houſes, acquainted 
them with the above-mentioned 
Conſpiracy, for overturning the 
eſtabliſhed Government, and ſet- 
ting up the Pretender 3 into Which 
the Parliament ſoon proceeded to 
make a vigorous Inquiry, and to 


proſecute the Authors. Layer was 
tried at the King -Beuch Bar, 


Nys. 21. The Indictment ſet forth, 
That he had been employ d in form- 
ing a moſt traiterous and horrid 
Plot and Conſpiracy againſt his 
Majeſty and his Government, by 
inlifling Men for the Pretender's 
Serwice, in order to ſtir up à Rebel- 


lion; and alſo that he had held Cor- 
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reſpondence with the Pretender, by 
carrying Letters and treaſonable Pa- 
pers to him beyond Seas, and from 
him to the Diſaffefted in this Ring- 
dom. It appear'd alfo on the Trial, 
that the Earl Cadogan was to be 
ſeiz'd; and the Tower at the fame 
Time; afterwards the Baut of 
England, then his Majeſty and the 
Prince of Maler. The Trial laſted 
17 Hours, when he was found 
guilty, and receiv'd Sentence of 

eath. He was repriev'd from 
Time to Time, in hopes of his 
making ſome further Diſcoveries ; 
but at laſt was drawn on a Sledge 
to Tyburn, and there hanz'd and 
quarter'd, May 17, 1723; his Head 
being afterwards fix'd up at 7 cmple- 
Bar. The Parliament paſs'd Bills 
for inflicting Pains and Penalties on 
Biſhop Atterbury, Kelly and P lun- 
ket ; whereby the fiyſt was baniſh- 
ed, and the two others impriſon'd 
for Lite. 

The Harburgy Lottery made a 
For Noiſe in this Sefton, and the 

ord Viicount Barrington was ex- 
pell'd the Houſe of Commons for 
being concern'd init. 'That great 
Lawyer and fine Orator Earl Coxu- 
per, who had been twice Lord 
Chancellor, died this Year. 
The Parliament was prorogu'd 
on May 27. His Majeſty ſet out 
for his Germau Dominions on 
June 3, and return'd in December 
following. 'The Parliament met 
again, Jau. 9, and was prorogu'd 
on April 24; a little before which, 
his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle 
was made one of his Majeſty's 
Principal Secretaries of State. 

His Majeſty's Regard for the 
Encouragement and Promotion of 
Learning, appears by his Circular 
Letter of May 16, 1724, ſent to 
the two Univerſities ; Wherein 
having taken Notice, that no Pro- 
viſion had hitherto been made in 
either, for the Study of Modern 


Hiftory 
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432 5K. 
Hiftory and Modern Languages, and 
of the Inconveniencies ariſing from 
that Defect, he ſays: In order to 
remedy theſe and the like Incondeni- 
encies, we haue determin'd to ap- 
point tauo Perſons of fober Conver- 
ſation and prudent Canduct, of the 
Degree of Maſter of Arts, Bachelor 
of Laws,. or of ſome higher De- 
grees in one of the ſaid Uni wverſi- 
gies, ſhilled in Modern Hiſtory, and 
in the Knowledge of Modern Lan- 

ages, to be nominated by us, to 
L our Profeſſors of Modern Hil- 


- 


tory, one for the Univerſity of 


Cambridge, and the ether for that 
of Oxtord, who Ha be obliged to 
read Lectures in the publick Schools, 
at fuch Times as ſhall be appointed. 
And we hade farther determined, 
that each of the ſaid Profeſſors ſhall 
have @ Stipend of 4001. per An- 
num, aud out of the ſaid Stipend 
Hall be chliged to maintain with 
Sufficient Salaries in the Univerſity, 
avbere he ſhall be eſtabliſhed, two 
Perſons at leaſt, well qualified to 
frach and inſtruct in writing and 
ſpeaking the ſuid Languages; which 
aid Teachers ſhall be under the Di- 
rection of the Profeſſors riſpetively, 
aud ſpall be obliged to inſtruct gratis, 
in the modern Languages, 20 Scho- 
lars in each Univerſity, to be nomi- 
mated by us; and each Scholar ſo 
nominated ſhall be obliged to learn, 


two at leaft of the ſaid Languages, 


Kc. Mr. Samuel Harris was accord- 
ingly nominated for Cambridge, 
and Mr. Gregory for Oxford, firſt 
Profefjors of Modern Hiſtory. 
Robert Earl of Oxford and Earl 
Mortimer died m May this Year, 
and was follow'd the next Month 
by Dr. Henry Sachewerel, who 
lately made ſo much Noiſe in the 
World 
There having been great Com- 
plaints concerning ſome Abuſes in 


. © - * 
relation to the Maſters in Chan- 


cery, which tho" practis'd before, 


CEE ORG EF Tt. 


were now grown to an enormou; 
Height, the Earl of Macclesfell 
thought fit to reſign the Grea 
Seal the Beginning of the Yeu 
1725. He was afterwards im: 
peach'd of High Crimes and Mic. 
demeanors, in receiving exorb:. 
tant Sums of the Maſters for thei: 
Admiſſion, 'who often prov'd in. 
ſufficient, to the great Detriment 
of the Suitors in that Court, G. 


And an Act paſs'd in the next 
Seſſion, for the — the Suitor: 
75 the Court of Chancery. His 

ordſhip was ſome Time a Priſoner 
in the Tower till he paid his Fine, 
and was ſucceeded in his High 
Office by Sir Peter King, Lord 
Chief Juſtice of the Cmmon-Pleas, 
who was created Lord King, Ba. 
ron of Ockham. Whilſt the Earl 
of Macclesfield's Aﬀair was under 
Conſideration, the famous Act was 
paſs'd /or regulating Elections in th: 
City of London. And in the ſame 
Seſſion Henry St. John, the late Lord 
Viſcount Bo/ingbroke, who having 
made his Peace with his Majeſty 
was come over to England, was, 
upon his humble Petition, after 
ſome Debate, admitted to enjoy 
his Eſtates, and an Act paſs'd for 
that Purpoſe; tho' he was not re- 
ſtor'd to his Title. 

The ſame Vear, 1725, the moſt 
Honourable Order of the Bath was 
reviv'd, and 37 new Knights were 
inſtall' d. About which Time the 
Scotch Highlanders, Mackenzir:, 
Mackdonalds, Grants of Glenmo- 
riſlon, Macklzods, Chiſholms, $tcuu- 
arts, Camerons, Macpherfons, Mack- 
intoſhes, Mac-Gregers, Gordons, Far- 
guharſons, Mac- Farlans, and other 
Clans were difarm'd by General 
Wade. : 

Towards the End of the Year 
1726, died in the Caſtle of Athlen, 
where ſhe had lived many Years, 
Sefhia Dorothy, who was married fry 
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xe had Iſſue our preſent Sovereign, 


orm OX. 30, 1683, and Dorothy 
Sophia, now Queen Dowager of 
Pra, who was born in 1687. 
The long depending Mediation . 
of Great 

- compoſing the Differences between 
che Emperor and King of Spain, 
comin 
Court being extremely irritated a- 
gainſt that of France for their ſend- 
ing back the Infanta to Spain, Who 
had been eſpous'd to the French 
WW King; and England not caring to 


ritain and France far 


to nothing, by the Span 


at without France; their Imperial 


and  Catholick Majeſties came to 
an Agreement themſelves, and con- 
| cluded a Treaty at Vienna, which 


was deem'd prejudicial to the In- 
tereſt of Great Britain, as the 
Ofttnd Company, which the Em- 
peror had eſtabliſh'd, was to be 
ſupported by it, and as the Reſti- 
tation of Gibraltar and Port Ma- 
hon to the Spaniards, ſeem'd to 
be the Conſequence of it; and 
'twas ſaid, there were ſecret Ar- 
ticles in favour of the Pretender. 
However that was, this Treaty be- 
tween the Emperor and Spain, pro- 
duc'd the famous Treaty of Hano- 
ver, concluded whilit his Majeſty 
was there, Sept. 3, 1725, between 
Great Britain, France, and Pruſſia, 
tho' the laſt, in effect, ſoon deſerted 
this Alliance, but the States General 
afterwards acceded to it. 
Treaty was defign'd to be a Ba- 
lance to that between the Courts 
of Vienna and Madrid. Theſe coun- 


ter Alliances put Europe again in a 


Flame: And the Conſequence was, 
that, in 1726, three Britiſb Squa- 
drons were fitted out; one ſent to 
the We/t- Indies under the Command 


of Admiral Hofier, where it lay a 


great while, to block up the Spa- 


% Plate-Fleet; another to the 


Coaſt of Spain, under Sir ohn Fen- 
aipgs; and the third into the Ba- 


Nis Maje y in 1682, and by whom 


This“ 
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tick, commanded by Sir Charles 
Wager, to hinder the Czarint 
from attacking the King of Swe- 
den, who was upon the Point of 
acceding to the Hanover Treaty, as 
he did ſoon after. Another Squa- 
dron was ſent thither the following 
Year, under Sir John Norris, for the 
ſame Purpoſe; when Sir Charles 
Mager was with that on the 
Coalts of Spain. M. de Palm, the 
Imperial Reſident here, having 


ee. to his Majeſty an inſolent 


emorial, which he as inſolently 
printed and diſperſed, wherein he 
aſſerted, that the offenſive Alliance 
mention'd by his Majeſty in his 
Speech to his Parliament, when 
ſpeaking of the Vienna Treaty, as 
likewiſe the ſecret Articles he men- 
tion'd concerning the Pretender, 
were abſolutely without Founda- 
tion, was order'd forthwith to 
leave the Kingdom : And the Par- 
liament, in an Addreſs, expreſs'd 
their Indignation at this Affront 
ofter'd to his Majeſty. Finally, 
in the Beginning of the Year 
1727, the Spaniards laid Siege to 
Gibraltar, which, tho' it was ſuf- 
pended, upon Preliminary Articles 
tg a general Pacification being 
ſigned, was not rais'd till ſome 
Time after the King's Death. 

The great Sir /e Newton, 
Maſter ot his Majeſty's Mint, and 
Preſident of the Royal Society, the 
moſt celebrated Mathematician and 
Aſtronomer that the World ever 
knew, departed this Life on 
March 20, 1726 -7, in the 85th 
Year of his Age. He was interr'd 
in We/tminſter- Abbey, where there 
is a noble Monument erected to 
his Memory. , 

The Parliament, which met on 
Jan. 17, was prorogu'd on the 
roth of May. On the laſt Day 
of that Month, his Majeſty in 
Council declar'd his Intention of 
going abroad for a ſhort Tune, 


and 


44 
and appointed Lords Juſtices for the 
Adminiſtration of the Government 
during his Abſence. Accordingly, 
he ſet out from St. Fames's on 
June 3, and proceeding to Green- 
wich, embark'd there on board the 
Carolina Yacht, accompany'd by 
the Earl of lay and the Lord 
Viſcount Toxwwn/bend in another 
Yacht. Coming to Graveſend, 
they ſtaid there till Monday the 
5th, when the Wind being fair, 
they got under Sail; and arriving 
the next Day at Grawendael, his 
Majeſty went on board the States 
Yacht, and landed, the 7th, at 
Vaert, where he lay that Night. 
From thence proceeding on his 
Journey for Hanover, attended by 
the States Guards thro' the Ter- 
ritories of their Republick, he ar- 
riv'd on the gth at De lden, be- 
tween 11 and 12 at Night, ſeem- 
ingly in good Health. Here he ſup- 
ped pretty heartily, and eat Part of 
a Melon, which his Stomach ſeem'd 
not to have well digeſted. For 
ſetting out at Three the next Morn- 
ing, he had not travell'd far, be- 
fore he was troubled with ſome 
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come to Linden, he could eat no. 


Gripings of the Colick.  Peiny 


thing at Dinner; upon which 'twaz 
judg'd adviſable that he ſhould 
be blooded. His Majeſty being 
defirous to reach his own Domi. 
nions, travelled on, tho” his At. 
tendants advis'd him to reſt a 
Linden. As he paſs'd along, he 
fell into a Kind of lethargick 
Dozing in his Coach; and his 
Tlneſs increaſing, after he arriv'd, 
about 'Ten at Night, at his Bro- 
ther the Duke of York's Palace 
at Oſnaburg, about One the next 
Morning, June 11, 1727, thi 
great and magnanimous Prince ex. 
pir'd there in the 68th Year of his 
Age and 1 3th of his Reign, leaving 
the Imperial Crown of theſe 
Realms, as well as his Electoral 
Dominions, to his only Son the 
Prince of Wales, our 3 
moſt gracious Sovereign, K IN 
GEORGE II. who was happily 
proclaim'd on June 15, and, toge- 
ther with his Royal Conſort Queen 
Caroline (ſince deceaſed) crown'd 
on the 11th of Oober following. 


Fas: Not 


bert Wal 
Houſe at 
waited uf 
of ales 
importan 
thereupo 
where tl 
kept © thi 
received 
the Priv 
Quality 
up and 
. 
ing of 
mony c 
— * 
on Thur, 
Places, 
dolemny 
Interim 


7 he 
rgick 
his 
1v'd, 
Bro- 
alace 
next 

this 
e ex. 
pf his 
wing 
theſe 
toral 
| the 
eſent 
ING 
ppily 
Oge- 
een 
wn'd 
ving. 


| 


1 
| 


, 


lil 


ll; 


| 


j 


| 


| 


| 


— 


lh 


| 


j 


Wk 


[HL 


a 


| 


1 II 
| 


. 


- , 


Is late Majeſty's De- 
eg: ceaſe was not known 
in Englaxd till three 
or four Days after it 
happened : But on 

the 14th of June a 
Meſſenger arriv'd Expreſs, with 
the melancholy. Advice, to Sir Ro- 
bert Walpole, who was then at his 
Houſe at Che//ea. He immediately 
waited upon the Prince and Princets 
of Wales, at Richmond, with the 
important Intelligence; and they 
thereupon came to Leicefter- Houſe, 
where they had for ſome Time 
kept their Court. They were 
received there by many Lords of 
the Privy- Council and Perſons of 
Quality and Diſtinction, who drew 
up and fign'd an Inſtrument for 
Gap rare, his Royal Highneſs 
ing of theſe Realms; and the Cere- 
"er of the Proclamation was 
per form'd the next Morning, vix. 
bn Thurſday, June 15, at the uſual 
Places, and withall the accuſtomed 
dolemnities. His Majeſty in the 
Interim caus'd all the Lords and 
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others of his late Majeſty's Prviy- 
Council, to be ſworn of his Privy- 
Council; and in his Declaration 
he ſaid, The Religion, Laws, and 
Liberties of the Kingdom, are moſt 
dear to me; and the Preſervation 
of the Conſtitution in Church and 
State, as it is now happily eſtabliſbed, 
ſhall be my firſt, and aways my chief 
Care. On the Evening of the 14th, 
his Majeſty took and ſubſcribed the 
Oath relating to. the Security of 
the Church of Scotland, according 
to the Forms preſcribed by the Laws 
of Scotland. On the 15th, the Earl 
of Scarborough was ſworn of the 
Privy-Council, and . Ma- 
ſter of the Horſe to his Majeſty. 
The next Day the Court of Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen of the City 
of London waited on the King and 
Queen with their Compliments 
of Condolence on the Peath of his 
late Majeſty, and Congratulation 
upon his Majeſty's Acceſſion to the 
Crown; which Example was ſoon. 
after followed by moſt of the Cities, 
Towns, Sc. in the three Kings 
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dom, and the Plantations. On paſsid both Houſes, and receiv'd 


nnn E _ 0 
* . * * AF". A y " 
2 _ WY —_— > — _ 2 
= 
1 


_ Po. 1 
WE Intions, Bills were brought in and 


* 


G E O R 


the rgth, his Majeffy Was pro- 
claim/d with +a emnity at 
Edinburgh and Dublin „ 


The Parliament, Agreeable to 
the Royal free teria the 
27th, and the Feet was open'd 
by a moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne, 4 | Aa- 
jeſty's own Month ; whereinhe told 
them, he dn, per/iuaded they "Gall 
ſhared . with hi in bis Gref and 
and Afton fir the Death e hi, 
late Royal Father ; that. it ſhould be 


-his conſtant Care ta preſerve the | 
Conſtitution in Church and State in- 
wiolable in all "its Paris, and 1 


feture to all his Subjects the full Eu- 


© Joyment of. their © Religious and Civil 


Rights, &c. The principal Buſineſs of 
this ſhort Seſſion was the Settlement 
of the Civil-Liſt Revenue, and of a 
Revenue upon the Queen, in caſe 
Me ſurviv'd his Majeſty. After ſome 
Debate the Commons came una- 
nimouſly to the following Reſo- 
lutions upon the firſt Head, vi. 
1. That, towards the Supply granted 
to his Majeſty for the Support of his 
Majefty's Houfhold, the {ame Re- 
venues which were payable to his 
late. Majeſiy, during his Life, be 
granted and continu'd to his preſent 
Majefty, during his Life. 2. That 
the 125 Newenues be continued from 
the Death of his late Majeſty. Upon 
the ſecond Head they reſolved, 
i. That a Proviſion be made for the 
Queen, in caſe ſhe ſhauld ſurvive his 
Majefty, of 100,000. . per Ann. 
during her Life; together with his 
Majeſty's Palace of Somerſet-Houſe, 


" and the Lodoe and Lands at Rich- 


mond Old Park. 2. That his Ma- 
Jefty be enabled to charge the /aid 


100, oool. per Ann. on all, or any 


of the Duties and Revenues for the better 
Suppert of his Majeſty's Houſhold, &c. 
avhith ſhall /ub/ift after his Majeſty's 
Purſuant to theſe Reſo- 
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the Rqyal Aſſent, Ju 17 f as alſo 
an Act i rnthle HMH to be 


P Crowerner {/eSouth-Sea' Company; 


and an . the In- 
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others for they /niition-Fiotag ain/t 
King Wie Kae ande . 
'graciou. 
9 8 to both Houſes, dad pro- 
rogu'> the Parliament, which was 
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after, on Auguſt 5, diflolv's 


- by: Proclamation. | 


On the iith of Odteben their 
MiazeftiesCoxonation was perform'd, 
with greatiSplendourand Solemni. 
ths the Riſnop of Oxford prenched 
yo W . and Sn 
was celebrated in e Patt 

of his! Majeſty's 5 with 
the moſt extraordinary Rejoicings, 
On the zoth, being Lond Mayor's 
Day, as well as the King's Birth. 
Day, conformable to an humble 
Invitation from the City, their Ma. 
jeſties, the Princefs Royal and 
Princeſs Carolina, accompanied by 
the great Officers of State, . 
din'd with the Lord Mayor at 
Guildhall, were preſent at a Ball, 
and return'd to St. Fayes's, in thr 
ſame State with which they enter'd 
the City, at 11 o'Clock at Night 
On January 23, 1728, the new 
Parliament met at 1#e/tminfter, and 
unanimouſly choſe for their Speaker, 
Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; one of the 
Members for the County of Surry. 
On the 27th, his Majeſty open'd the 
Seſſion with a moſt gracious Specch 
to both Houſes, wherein he 1n- 
form'd them of preliminary Articles 
being ſign'd and accepted, and the 
Ratifications thereof exchanged 
with the Emperor; but that, on 
the Part of Spain, there had been 
a Refuſal to execute ſome of the 
moſt material Points contain'd in 
them; but he hop'd all the Dit 
ficulties which had retarded tis 
Execution of the Preliminarie 
| : an 
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for Guards and Gariſons. Some 
Heats aroſe ih the Houſe of Com- 
mons, in this Seſſion, about the 
Application of Part of the publick 
Money, &c. | 
On the 23d of April, his Ma- 
jeſty ſet out for Newmarket, and 
arriv'd there on the Evening of 
the iame Day, where, next Day, he 
Was waited on by the Univerſity of 
Cambridge, with Dr. Lambert their 
Vice-Chancellor at their Head, who 
invited him to Dinner, which In- 
vitation his Majeſty accepted, and 
went to Cambridge the next Morn- 


ing. At a ſmall Diſtance from the- 


Town, his Majeſty was met by-the 
Mayor and Corporation, who con- 
ducted him through it to the 
'Regent-walk, where he was re- 


;ceiv'd by the Duke of Somer/e, 


Chancellor of the Univerſity, at- 
ended by the whole Body of the Uni- 
verſity, in their proper Robes and 
Habits.: At the Senate- Hou/e he or- 
der d ſeveral Degrees to be oonferr'd, 


at King's-College Chapel he heard 


divine Service, and din'd at Tyinity- 
College with great Magnificence. 
His Majeſty made yy of 
20001, to” the Univerſity, and re- 
'urn'd in the Evening to New- 
erarket, frem whence he arriv'd at 
St. James's on the 27th. 


On May 28, his Majeſty, after a 


Speech to both Houſes, put an 


End to the Seſſion of Parliament. 


At the Beginning of July, the 
Sieur Como, Agent from the Duke 


of Parma, was order'd to depart 
the Kingdom in two Days; his 
Maſter having thought fit to in- 
„wite the Pretender to the Place of 


ais Reſidence, and to receive him 
with the Honours due to the King 
of Great-Britain. In Augu/t ſeveral 
Perſons were ,taken into Cuſtody, 
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would ſoon be entirely remov'd : 
15,000 Seamen were. voted for Sea 
Service, for 1728, and 22,955 Men 
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and ſome of them ſentenced to 
ſtand in the Pillory, and to be 
committed to Bridewell, to hard 
Labour, on Account of printing 
and publiſhing Mi/”s Journal of Aug. 
24, which, under Colour of relating 
the Aﬀairh of the Per/ian Empire, 
was deem'd to contain very groſs 
and ſcandalous Reflections upon the 
Government, and the happy Eſta- 
bliſhment. Edward Farley, Printer 
of the Exeter Journal, for reprint- 
ing Mit: Journal, had a Bill of 
8 found againſt him, for 
High- Treaſon; but upon a Petition 
to the Queen, after lying near a 
Year in Priſon, without Bail or 
Mainprize, he obtain'd a Noli 
preſequi, and was clear'd thereon 
in 7 Court. 

lis Serene Highneſs Ernef 
Auguſtus, Prince of Brunſurick- 
Luneburgh, Biſhop of Oſnaburegh, 
Duke of York, &c. Brother of his 
late Majeſty, departed this Life, 
on Auguſt 3, at his Palace at O/na- 
burgh. | 

he Nation reap'd great Satis- 
faction, in the Beginning of Dec. 
following, by the ſudden and un- 
expected Arrival, in £ngland, of his 


Royal Highneſs Frederick Prince of i 


Wales, who ſet out from Herenhauſen, 
near Hanover, on New. 24, at Three 


in the Morning, attended by the 


Marquis de /a Foreft, his Lord 
Chamberlain, and Licutenant-Co- : 
lonel Delaunay, of the Hanowerian 
Guards, who had been ſent by 


his Majeſty, they being then at 


the Englih Court, to bring over 
his Royal Highneſs. The Mar- 
quis paſs'd, for an gli Gentle- 
man, nam'd Comptcn,-and the Prince 
for his Son: Arrivins in this 
Manner, incognito, at Helwoerſſuys, 
they went on board the Diſpatch 
Packet, then ready to fail for Har- 
wich, Where his Royal-Highneſs 
arriv'd, Dec. 3, lodg'd at Cel:-befter * 
that Night, came to bite cbapel . 
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he next Day, at about Seven in the 

vening, and proceeded thence very 
4 16. o in. a Hackney Coach, 
ay there 
wasa brilliant and numerous Court, 
to congratulate his Royal Highneſs 
on his ſafe Arrival, who was foon 
after addreſs'd, on the ſame Oc- 
Ccaſion, from all Parts of the King- 
dom. In the, Courſe of 'this Year 
died, Mrs. Clarke, Daughter of the 
celebrated M:lton, who, after ha- 
ving liv'd very obſcurely, with her 
Son-in-Law, a poqr Weaver in 
Spittle-Fields, being found out, re- 
ceiv'd many Benefaftions from the 
Nobility and Gentry ; Dr. For 
Woodward, Profeſſor of Phyſic, 
at Greſbam College; Dr. Bray, the 
Procurer of the Charter of the 
Society for propagating the Goſpel 
zn foreign Parts, &c. &c. | 


On the 21ſt of Jan. 1729, both 


Houſes of Parliament met, and 


the Seſſion was open'd by a Speech 
from the Throne; wherein his 
Majeſty inform'd them, that the 
Execution of the preliminary Ar- 
ticles, and the Opening the Con- 
Peg at Soiſſons, was a Foundation 
or the Hope of a ſpeedy Pacification ; 
hut the various and extenſive Views, 
and the ſettling and reconciling the 
various Intereſts and Pretenſions 
of ſo many different Powers, ap- 
rar's to be a Work of ſo much 
Time and Difficulty, that the Pro- 
1 Treaty was 

as a proper Expedient; 
Which being concerted and negoti- 
ated, among the Miniſters of the 
nncipal Powers, Parties to the 
Treaties of . Hanover and Vienna, 
as approv'd by him, and his 
Allies, not without reaſonable 
Hopes of the Concurrence of the 
Imperial Court, and the Court of 
Madrid; but no definitive Anſwer 
being yet return'd by either of them, 
nor the Project of the proviſional] 
Treaty eithef accepted or rejected, 
the Fate of Europe was ſtill held in 
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Suſpence 
remarkable for a Meaſpre that was 
very neceſſary at this Time, which 
was the Appointment of a Com- 
mittee to enquire into the State of 
the Gaols of this Kingdom, chiefly 
promoted by James Oglethorpe, 
Eſq; a Member of the Houſe, who 
on a Viſit to an ingenious Friend, 
then a Priſoner in the Fleer, being 
convinc'd that much Mal- treat- 


ment and Cruelty was inflicted on the 


unhappy Wretches in that Gaol, 
determin'd to uſe his utmoſt 
Efforts to get this crying Grievance 
redreſs'd. Many humane Mem- 
bers concurring with him in this 
laudable Deſign, (Mr. Oglethorp: 
made a Motion for appointing the 
Committee : By their Viſitation of 
the Fleet, &c. what before ſeem'd 
juſtly alarming, now roſe into Cir- 
cumſtances of ſuch complicated 
Guilt, as fill'd the Committee 
with Horror; whereupon the Houſe 
came to ſeveral Reſolutions, and 
committed Huggins and Bambridge, 
the late and preſent Wardens, with 
ſeveral © of their Agents, cloſe 
Priſoners to Newgate. © A State of 
the Fleet Priſon was publiſh'd, which 
diſplay'd a lamentable Scene of 
Cruelty and Barbarity. Hugoin; 
and Bambridge were try*d for many 
Crimes and Mifdemeanours, as well 
as for Murder, but were, unex- 
Nee acquitted. One Aon, 

armer of, and Clerk to, the Mar- 
ſfHalſea, was alſo try'd for Murder, 
and acquitted. The Iſſue of the 
Whole was, that the Gaols were put 
under proper Regulations, and our 
unhappy Fellow- Subjects, beneath 
the Preſſure of Misfortunes, deliver'd 
from the Gripe of Villains who had 
made a Practice of adding Miſery, 
Torment, and Extortion, to Wretch- 
edneſs. On the ag th of March, both 
Houſes waited upon his Majeſty 
with the following Reſolution. 
Refelw'd, by the Lords Spigitual 
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and Temporal, and Commons, in par- ceded. By this Treaty. the con- 


liament afſembled, that they entirely 
rely on hrs Majeſty, that he will, for 
maintaining the Honour, and ſecuring 
the Trade of this Kingdom, take effec- 
tual Care, in the preſent Treaty, to 

eferve his undoubted Right to Gi- 
raltar and the 1/and of Minorca. 
On May 14; his Majeſty, after 
paſſing ſeveral falutary Bills, then 
ready for the Royal Aſſent, put an 
End to the Seſſion with a moſt 
2 Speech. On May 17, his 

ajeſty ſet out on a Viſit to his 
German Dominions, after having 
appointed his Royal Conſort Re- 
gent in his Abſence, and arrived 
at Hanover on the 24th. 

In the Beginning of June, the 
Fleet at Spithead, under the Com- 
mand of Sir Charles Nager, was 
join'd by eleven Dutch Ships of 

ar, a Bomb and a Store-Ship, 
under Vice - Admiral Somelſdyſe. 
This Squadron was intended for the 
Coaſt of Spain, in caſe Aﬀeairs did 
not take a favourable Turn with 
that Court. About the ſame Time, 
the Lords Proprietors of Sourh-Ca- 
rolina ſurrendered their Right and 
Title to that Province, to the 
Crown, in Confideratton of the 
Sum of 20,000 l. which was iſſued 
to them from the Exchequer, for 
ight. 

On September 11, his Majeſty re- 
turned from Germany, landing at 
Margate on the Forenoon of that 
Day, and arrived at Kenfington, 
about 'Ten at Night, in perfect 
Health. 

Affairs with Spain having taken 
a happy Turn, the Dutch Squadron 
return'd to Holland in the Begin- 
ning of October, and the Exgliſe 
Fleet ſeparatcd ſoon after. On the 

th of Nowember, New Style, a 
Preaty was concluded at Sevelle, 
between the Crowns of Great-Bri- 
tain, France, and Spain, to which 
the States General, ſoon after, ac- 


tracting Powers guarantied, rect- 
rocally, the Kingdoms, States, 
c. under their Obedience, in 
what Parts of the World ſoever 
ſituated, as alſo the Rights and 
Privileges of their Commerce; and 


 Commaſlaries were to be nominated 


on the Part of their Britannict and 
Catholick Majeſties, to aſſemble at 
the Court of Spain, to examine and 


decide what concerned the Ships 


and Effects taken at Sea, on either 
Side, Sc. The Introduction of 
Gariſons into Leghorn, Porto Fer- 
rajo, Parma and Placentia, to the 
Number of 60600 Men, of the Spa- 
ni/þ Troops, was to be effeted im- 
mediately, in order to ſecure to the 
Infant Den Carlos the Succeſſion 
to the States of Tuſcany, Parma, 
and Placentia And the contractin 

Powers engaged to eſtabliſh and 
maintain the ſaid Infant in the 
Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of thoſe 
States, when he ſhould once be 
ſettled there, declaring themſelves 
Guarantees, for ever, of the Right, 
Sc. of the ſaid Infant, and of his 
Succeſiors, to the ſaid States. In 
this Year died, Thomas Earl of 
Coningsby ; the learned Dr. Samuel 
Clarke; Sir Ruchard Steele, well 
known by his celebrated and ele- 
gant Writings; Peter Le Newt, 
Norroy King at Arms, a learned 
Herald; Mr. Abel Beyer, Author 
of the French Dictionary, &c. the 
learned Anthory Collins, &c. &C. 
On January 13, 1730, his Majeſty 
opened the Seſſion of Parliament 


with a moſt gracious Speech, in 


which he told, them, that we had, 
at length, concluded an abſolute 
Peace with the Crown of Spain. 


In this Seſſion the Penſion-Bill was 


paſſed by the Commons, but thrown 
out in the Houſe of Lords. There 
were alſo great Debates in the 
Houſe! of Commons, relating to 
ſome Works carrying on at Dun- 
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irt, for the Repair of the Har- 
bour, Cc. Complaint of which 
was made to the French Court, 
which gave Orders to demoliſh the 
ſaid Works, or any that were erect- 


ed contrary to the Treaty of 
Utrecht, On May 15, his Majeſty 
made a Speech from the Throne, 
and the Parliament was prorogued. 
The ſame Day, the Lord Viſcount 
Townſhend reſigned the Seals, as 
one of his Majeſty's Principal Se- 
cretaries of State, and his Com- 
miſhon of Lord Lieutenant of Vor- 
folk; Lord Trevor was appointed 
Preſident of the Council, Lord 
Wilmington Keeper of the Privy- 
Seal, and Henry Pelham, Eſq; 
Pay-maſter of the Forces. There 
were. alſo ſeveral other Removes 
and Promotions. Near this Period 
died, of the Small-Pox, Peter II. 
the young Czar of Mu/covy, and 
was ſucceeded by Anne Dutcheſs 
Dowager of Courland, Daughter 
of Toh Half-Brother of Peter the 
Great. The noted Colonel Francis 
Charteris received Sentence of 
Death, at the Old-Bailey, for a 
Rape committed upon the Body of 
' Anne Bond, his Servant Maid; but 
his Majeſty was 2 to grant 
him a Pardon, ſome favourable 
Circumſtances appearing in his 
Caſe. | 
On April zo, the Common Coun- 
eil of the City of London agreed, 
that all the Fines, ariſing from 
thoſe Perſons that were nominated 
for Sheriffs, ſhould be appropria- 
ted for building a Manſion-Houſe 
for the Lord Mayors of that City. 
In Fune, ſeven Indian Chiets, of 
the Cherokee Nation, brought over 


by Sir Alexander Cumming, in the 


Man of War, Captain Arnola, 
Were introduced to the Royal Fami- 
lx at Wird/or. They were afterwards 
carried to ſee the Toxwer, Greenwich 
- Hoſpital, and other Places, where 


| whey Were received and entertained 
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with great Reſpect. After havin 
. to Articles of Peace — 

ommerce with the Engliſb, before 
the Lords of Trade and Plantations, 
they embark'd for Carolina, in Oc- 
tober, greatly pleas'd with their 
Reception and Treatment in Exg- 
land. | 

On the gth of July, St. Barth. 
lomew's Hoſpital being taken down, 
in order to be rebuilt, the Founda- 
tion-Stone of the new Edifice was 
laid by Sir, Richard Brocas, Lord 
Mayor. | 
In Auguft, Victor Amadeus, King 
of Sardinia, abdicated his Domi- 
nions, in favour of his Son, Charl:; 
Emanuel, the preſent King: And 
in the Beginning of October, Frede- 
rick IV. Hang of Denmark and 
Norway, deceaſed, in the 6oth Year 
of his Age, and was ſucceeded by 
his Son A K* VI. The Affairs 
of Europe ſtill continued, notwith- 
ſtanding the late Treaty of Seville, 
in great Uncertainty. The Em- 
peror was obſtinately bent againſt 
the Introduction of the Spani/) 
Troops into 1taly, and inſiſted on 
neutral Troops, and made great 
warlike Preparations to maintain 
the Rights of the Empire in that 
Country. Hain, on the other 
hand, was impatient for the Execu- 
tion of the Article relating to the 
Spaniſh Gariſons and Don Carlos, 
and preſs'd the Allies cloſely on 
that Head, and, in Reſentment at 
their Delay, detained the Effects 
of the Flotilla. All theſe Diſputes, 
however, ended in the Treaty of 
Vieuna, next Year, and putting the 


favourite Span Scheme, with re- 


gard to Ztely, into Execution. 
On January 21, 1731, the Par- 
hament met; and amongſt other 


Acts, the Act, that all Proceedings in 


Courts of Tuſtice ſhould be in the 


Engliſh Language, was paſs'd. On 


the 7th of May, the Parliament was 
prorogu'd, after having made the 
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On the 4th of June, this Year, 
the Town of Blandford, in Dorſet- 


ſhire, was, except a few Houſes, 


conſumed by Fire; and the ve 
next Day, another dreadful Fire 
broke out at Tiverton, in Dewon- 


ſhire, which conſumed 200 Houſes. 


In July, the Name of William Pul- 
teney, Eſq; was ſtruck out of the 
Lit of Privy Counſellors, by his 
Majeſty's Command, and he was 
alſo ordered to be put out of all 
the Commiſhons of Peace, all on 
account of his being the ſuppos'd 
Author of ſome Writings againſt 
the Meaſures of the Court. On 
the 14th of the ſame Month, Sir 
Charls Mager, with a Fleet of 
twelve capital Ships, failed from 
Spithead. At the Beginning of Au- 
gut he entered the Bay of Cadiz, 
and being united with the Span 
Squadron, arrived, in O&ober, at 
Leghorn, where they landed the 
Spaniſh Troops; and ſoon after, Don 
Carlos arrived in Italy. Sir Charles 
with his Fleet return'd to Spirhead 
in December. About the Middle of 
October, the Duke of Lorrain (now 
Emperor of Germany) arrived in 
England, incog. and after having 
all the Honours and Reſpects ſhewn 
him due to his Rank, return'd to 
the Continent on the Sth of Decem- 
ber. Charles Beyle, Lord Orrery, 
Inventor of that uſeful Machine, 
the Orrery, died this Year. On Jaz. 
13, 1732, the Parhament met, 
whom his Majeſty acquainted that 
his Expectations of ſeeing the 
'Tranquillity of Europe perfectly re- 
ſtored, were now fully anſwered. 
The two principal Affairs that 
came before the Houſe this Seſſion 
were thoſe of the Charitable Cor- 
poration, and the frandulent Sale 
of the Deraventavater Eſtate. In 
the former, it being made appear 


to the Houſe, that the ſaid Corpo- 
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ration had been defrauded of the 
greateſt Part of their Capital, by 
their Managers, amounting to ſe- 
veral dunkel thouſand Pounds, 
and that the Proprietors were be- 
come great Sufferers thereby, and 
many of them reduced to the ut- 
moſt Diſtreſs, Mr. Robin/or, Mem- 
ber for Great Marlow, Sir Robert 
Sutton, and Sir Archibald Grant, 
were expelled the Houſe of Com- 
mons, and the Eſtates and Effects 
of all the Managers were ſubjected 
to the Relief of the Sufferers, In 
the latter, Dennis Bond, Eſq; and 
Mr. Serjeant Birch, were expelled 
the Houſe, as being guilty of a 
notorious Breach of Truſt, Sc. as 
Commiſſioners and Truſtees of the 
forfeited Eſtates, Sir John Eyles, 
for Irregularity, Sc. was repri- 
manded, in his Place, by the 
Speaker; and the Thanks of the 
Houſe were given to Lord Viſcount 
Gage, for his Detection of this 
fraudulent Sale, and the Contracts 
for the faid Sale were made void. 
On the 1ſt of June the Parliament 
broke up, and ſoon after his Ma- 
jeſty ſet out for Hanover, and re- 
turned from thence at the latter 
End ef September. In this Year a 
Charter was granted for the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Colony of Georgia, 
and a Corporation was eſtabliſhed 
for the Relief of the poor Widows 
of Sea-Officers. The Spaniards al- 
ſo took Oran from the Moors, At 
the latter nd of the Year, Victor 
Amadeus, late King of Sardinia, 
after ſeveral fruitleſs Attempts ta 
reſume his abdicated Crown, de- 
parted this Late, 

The Parliament met, on Fan, 
16, 1733. The moſt important 
Affair that came before them, was 
the famous Exciſe Scheme, which 
was a Project for bringing Tobacco 
and Wines under the Laws. of Ex- 
ciſe, and thereby preventing Fraudg 
in the Revenue, 
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rais*'d great Diſcontent long before 
it was propos'd to the Houſe, 
whilſt it was depending, and after- 
_ wards ; and innumerable Pamphlets 
and Papers were 3 for and 
againſt the Meafure, which rais'd 
a great Clamour againſt the Mini- 
pr) Petitions againſt any new Ex- 
He, or the Extenſion of the Exciſe 
Laws, were preſented ; and the 
City of London, and many other 
Places, delivered Inſtructions to 
their Members to beſpeak their 
Oppoſition. However, a Motion 
was made in a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, on March 14, which 
8 a very long and warm 
ebate; and Weftmin/ter-Hall and 
all the Avenues of the Houſe were 
crowded with People. The Que- 
ſtion was carried in the Committee 
by a Majority of 61, there being 
471 Members in the Houſe, It 
was afterwards, alſo, carried in the 
Houſe, 249 againſt 189, and a 
Bill was ordered to be brought in 
accordingly. It was brou ght in 
April 4, and read a firſt Time, and 
order d to be read a ſecond Time, 
on the 11th. But the Alarm was 
now. ſpread to the moſt diſtant 
Parts of the Nation; the Cry was 
Liberty and Property, and no Exci/e /! 


and, on April 10, the Sheriffs, Al- 


dermen and Commons of London, 
in a Proceſſion of 200 Coaches, at- 
tended by great Crowds on Foot, 
went to Weftminfter-Hall, with a 
Petition, humbly praying to be 
heard, by Council, againſt the Bill. 
The Queſtion for allowing them to 
be heard by their Council, was 
carried in the Negative, by ſo ſmall 
a Majority as 17. Next Day Peti- 
tions came from Coventry and Not- 
zanpham againt the Bill; and the 
Order of the Day being read for 
its being read a ſecond Time, in- 
ſtead of reading it, Sir Robert Mal- 
pols-made a Motion, that the Bill 
mould be read a ſecond Time, on 
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the 12th' of June next; which was 
agreed to, nem. cox. and ſo there 
was an End of this famous Scheme, 
the Fate of which caus'd great Re- 
joicings both in Town and Coun- 
try. On the 14th of June, his 
Majeſty went to the Houſe and put 
an End to the Seffion, after having 
paſs'd an Act for givim 80,000 l. 
to the Princeſs Royal for her Portion, 
in Marriage to the Prince cf Orange. 
About that Time, the Earl of Ck 
tirfield, Lord Clinton, the Earl of 
Stair, the Earls of Burlington and 
Marchmont, Lord Cobham, the 
Dukes of Bolton and Montroſe, re- 
ſign'd the ſeveral great Poſts they 
held of his Majeſty, being greatly 
diſſatisfied with the Conduct of the 
Miniſtry, On the 7th of November, 
his Serene Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange arrived, in the Fubs:; 
Yacht, at Greenwich, proceeded 
in one of the King's Barg:s to the 
Toxwer, and from thence, in one of 
his Majeſty's Coaches, to Somer/cr- 
Houſe, —. the next Day, was re- 
ceived by the Royal Family with 
the greateſt Reſpect. Soon after, 
his Royal Highneſs was taken very 
ill, which retarded his Marriage 
for ſome Time. At the Beginning 
of this Year, a Diſorder, much 
hike a Cold, attack'd all Sorts of 
People, and prov'd fatal to many, 
particularly thoſe in Years; fo 
that, in one Week, the laſt in 7a- 
nuary, the weekly Bills were at the 
amazing Height of 1588, being 
more, by Goo, than had died in any 
one Week fince the great Plagur. 
A horrid Murder was committed 
on one Mrs. Duncembe, Elizabeth 
Harriſon, her Companion, and the 
Maid Servant, in Yanfie{d-Court in 
the Temple, and the Chambers 


robb'd ; for which Sarah Malcolm, 
a Chairwoman, who appeared to 
be the ſole Perpetrator of the 
bloody Act, was executed near the 
Place where. the Murder was com- 

mitted. 
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itted, - The Broad Pieces of 258. 


Wd 235, were call'd in this Year. 


the Beginning of February, Au- 


„u, King of Poland, Elector of 
are, departed this Life, which 
Frent was productive of a War; 
for the King of France concerted 


eaſures to raiſe his PFather-in- 


Law, King Stani/laus, once more, 


o that Throne, whilſt the Ru/fan;, 
t all Events, reſolv'd to ſupport 
he Intereſts of Auguſtus, Elector of 


Faxony, Son of the late King. In 


his Reſolution they were join'd by 


the Emperor; and the Ran, en- 


* 


tered Poland, with a formidable 
Army, in the Month of Auguf. 


who had 
into Poland, was 
Jefted King by the Intrigues of 
the Primate, but was ſoon obliged 
to fly out of the Kingdom ; — in 
October, Auguſtus was choſen and 
proclaimed King; and the Saxcy 
Troops, thereupon, alſo entered 
Poland, Mean while, the Kings 
of France, Spain, and Sardinia, 
made War upon the Emperor, 
both in Germany and Italy. The 
French Army, commanded by the 
Duke of Berwick, paſſed the Rhine, 
and beſieged and took Fort Kc; 
and the 5 of the Confederates, 
in Italy, took Toriona, Newara, 
Pavia, Milan, and ſome other 
Places, before the Concluſion of 
the Year. In vain the Emperor 
demanded, nay, implored the As- 
ſtance of the Maritime Powers; 
for the Dutch ſoon entered into a 
Neutrality with France, and we, 
jn concert with the States, employ'd 
ourſelves in Mediation, inſtead of 
affording the defired Aſſiſtance, 
The famous Dr. Tindal, Author of 
Coriftianity as ald as the Creation, 
a Book which made a great Noiſe, 
but which has been Icarnedly and 
ſolidly refuted, to the great Credit 
of Revelation, died this Year. 

On Jau. 17, 1734, the Parlia- 


However, Staniſlaus, 
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ment met, and the Seſſion Was 
opened with a Speech from the 
Throne, as uſual; in which his 
Majeſty obſerved, That the War 
which was now carricq on againſ? 
the Emperor, by France, Spain, and 
Sardinia, avas become the Object of 
the Care and Attention of all Europe; 
and though he was no <yay engaged in 
it, and had bad no Part, except by his 
good Offices, in thoſe Tranſactions 
which had been declared to be the 
principal Cauſes and Motives Hit, he 
could not fit regaraliſs of the preſent 
Ewents, or be unconcerned for the fu- 
ture Conſequences of a War under- 
raten and ſupported by ſo powerful an 
Alliance. Great Debates aroſe in 
this Seſſion, on a Bill for preuent- 
ing the Officers of the Army from, being 
deprived of their Commiſſious, other- 
wiſe than by a Court Martial, .&C. 
but it did not paſs either Houle ; 
alſoabout the Place-Bill, and many 
other conteſted Points. On April 
16, his Majeſty gave the Royal 
Aſſent to an Act for /cirling 50001, 
per Ann, on the Princeſi Royal for 
her Life, an Act far preventing the 
irfameus Practice of Stock-jobbin 1 
and an Act for Naiuralizing 1 
Prince of Orange ; after which he 
made a moſt gracious Speech to 
both Houſes, and prorogued the 
Parliament, which two Days after 
was diffolved. In February, the 
Earl of Scerbore:-ygh reſign'd his 
Place of Maſter of the Horſe. 
On March 14, the Nuptials of his 
Serene Highneſs the Prince of 
Orange with the Princeſs Royal 
ere celebrated with great Magni- 
ficence,' which ↄccaſioned great Re- 
joicings both in Town and Coun- 
try, and Addreſſes of Congratula- 
- tion from all Parts, to their Ma- 
jeſties and the Prince and Princeſs, 
ic being a Match very agreeable to 
the Nation in general. On Ari 
the 22d, the Prince and Princeſs 
embarked in the Fabbs Yacht for 
Hellaud; 
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val, his Serene Highneſs ſet out to 


Eugene, on the Rhine; and during 
his Abſence the Princeſs came to 
her Father's Court and reſided here 
till the Prince, her Conſort, re- 
turned from the Imperial Army, 
when ſhe went to meet him. Great 
Heats happened at the 
Elections for Members to the new 
Parliament, particularly in the 
Choice of fixteen Peers for Scotland; 
upon which ſeveral Peers entered 
their Proteſt, and a Petition was 
preſented at the Meeting of the 
new Parliament; which occaſioned 
long and warm Debates. The 
War, in 1734, was carried on by 
the Confederates, with great Suc- 
ceſs, againſt the Emperor. Two 
moſt bloody Battles, at Parma and 
Guaſlalla, were fought with doubt- 
ful Succeſs, Don Carlos took Pol. 
ſeſſion of 1 and was declar'd 
King thereof, and of Sicily, which 
laſt was ſoon reduc'd alſo to his 
Obedience. Upon the Rhine the 
French took Philipſhurgh, before 
which their General, the Duke 
of Berwick, natural Son of James 
II. loſt his Life, in the Trenches. 
Dantzick was reduced to the Obe- 
dence of King Augu/tus, after a 
grievons Siege, by the Ruſſian Ar- 
my. In this Year died, the fa- 
mous Critick Mr. John Dennis, the 
laſt Claſſick Wit of Charles the Se- 
cond's Reign; Sir James Thornhill, 
the celebrated Hiſtory-Painter; Pe- 
rer Lord King, late Lord Chan- 
cellor of Great-Britain; Dr. Thomas 
Fuller, an excellent Phyſician ; and 
F Viſcount Barrington, of the 
ingdom of Ireland, who was ex- 
pelled the Houſe of Commons, in 
the late Reign, for his Concern in 
the Harbourg Lottery. 
On Far. 14, 1735, the new Par- 
liament met, 
Choice of Mr. 
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Speaker. On the 23d, his Majeſty 
make the Campaign, under Prince 


fy Atcommodation (between the Pow. 
eneral 


and again made 
Onfuw for their ſhould be given to the Duke of 


opened the Seffion with a mo! 
gracious Speech from the Throne, 
in which he ſaid, I have conturr”'! 
in a Refolution taken by the Stats. 
General, tb employ, without Loſs of 
Time, our joint and earneft Inſtance; 
to bring Matters to a ſpeedy and hoy. 


ers at War) before we ſhould come 1 
a Determination upon the Succours di. 
manded by the Emperor, &c. Thirty 
thouſand Men were voted for Sea 
Service, and 25,744 for Land Ser. 
vice, after gteat Debates. On 
May 15, his Majeſty put an End to 
the Seflion, and two Days after ſet 
out for his German Dominions, 
having appointed the Queen Re. 
gent, from whence he did not re- 
turn till O#. 26, following. In 
that Month the Hereditary Prince 
of Modena arrived in England, and 
during his Stay had great Honours 
ſhewn him at Court and elfewhere. 
Sir John Norris was ſent this Year, 
with a potent Fleet, to the Coaſt; 
of Portugal, to guard them from 
Infults, and ſecure the Brazil Fleet 
from the Spaniards, a Difference 
having ariſen between the Courts 
of Spain and Porrugal, occaſioned 
by the Servants of the Portuguese 
Ambaſſador at Madrid reſcuing a 


Criminal from Juſtice, who was 


afterwards violently taken out of 
his Houſe, and nineteen of his Ser- 
vants made Priſoners. The Differ. 
ence however was ſoon made up, 
and the Fleet returned home. Ihe 
War now began to ſlacken both in 
Grrmany and Italy; and towards the 
Cloſe of the Year, a Suſpenſion 0! 
Arms was agreed to; and the next 
Year a Treaty of Peace was ſigned 
by all the belligerent Powers, in 
which, amongſt other Articles, it 
was agreed, that France ſhould re- 
ſtore all the Places taken from the 
Empire; the Dutchy of Tu/cary 
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Lorrain, after the Death of the 
Grand Duke, at which Time Ler- 
rain was to be 
of his Moſt Chriſtan Majeſty, and 


ut into the Hands 


remain annexed to the French Mo- 
narchy; we, Staniſlaus ſhould 
enjoy all the Honours of a crown'd 
Head, be acknowledged King of 
Poland, and then reſign that King- 
dom, voluntarily, in favour of 
King Auguſtus, who was to reſtore 
all Sramflaus's Eſtates in Poland; 
Staniſlaus was to have the imme- 
diate Poſſeſſion of the Dutchies of 
Lorrain and Barr; and Don Carts: 
ſhould be acknowledged King of 
_— and Stctly, 

n Jan. 15, 1736, his Majeſty 
opened the Seffion of Parliament 
with a Speech, in which he felici- 
tated both Houſes on the happy 
Turn Affairs had taken in Europe. 
The Act of James I. againſt Con- 
juration and Witchcraft was re- 
pealed in this Seſſion; and the fa- 
mous Act for laying a Duty upon the 
Retailers of Spirituous Liquers, and 
for licenſing the Retailers thereof, 
commonly called the Gin A#, was 
paſſed 1nto a Law, after long and 
warm Debates. That Act took 
place on September 29, when a 
double Guard mounted at Xen/ing- 
ton, the Guards at St. Tames's and 
Whitehall were reinforced, a Guard 
was placed at the Rolls, (Sir Jeſeph 
Fekyll, then Maſter of the Rolls, 
having been the principal  Promo- 


ter of the Bill) a Detachment of 
Life-Guards and Horſe-Grenadier- 
Guards paraded in Covent-Garden, 
and other Methods were taken to 
ſuppreſs any Tumult that might 
happen on that Account; but, con- 
trary to Expectation, every Thing 
remained very quiet and tranquil. 
On the 2oth of May, his Majeity, 
after paſſing the A& for building a 
Bridge n the Thames at Weſt- 
miniter, the Smuggling Ads, and 
ſome others, put an End to the 
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Seſſion. On the 17th of April, his 
Royal Highneſs the Prince of Wales | 
was married to her Serene Higj - 
neſs Auguſta, Princeſs of Saxe-Go- 
tha, who arrived from Germany two 
Days before, which was followed 
by extraordinary Rejoicings, and 
Congratulations from both Houſes 
of Parliament, the City, the two 
Univerſities, &c. Sc. His Ma- 
jeſty went again to Hanover this 
Year ; and I ſhall obſerve, once for 
all, that he made man repeated 
Viſits to his German Dominions, 
*till ſome Time after the Breaking- 
out of the preſent War, when 1t 
was become dangerous to his Roy- 
al Perſon, the Flames thereof ha- 
ving ſpread into the Electorate of 
Hancwer. There was a great Spring- 
Tide on the 16th of February, 
which flowed ſo high as to exceed, 
by a Foot and a Half, all that had 
been known in the Memory of 
Man. Perſons were carried in 
Boats out of We/tminfter-Hall, 
which plied both there, and in the 
Palace-Yards. The Cellars in 
Weſtminſtes were filled with Water; 
the Privy Garden and Parade in 
St. James's Park were overfiowed 
as was, in ſeveral Places, Tower 
la ; and the Cellars and Offi- 
ces, both above and below Bridge, 
npon the Banks of the River, 
were full of Water. About the 
ſame Time the Duke of Lorrain 
(now Emperor of Germany) Was 
married to theeldeſt Arch-Dutcheſs, 
now Empreſs Queen of Hungary 
and Bohemia. On the 10th of 
April, that renowned General, Prince 
Eugene of Savoy, departed this 
Lite, in the 73d Year of his Age. 
In Fuly a moſt daring Infult was 
committed, whillt the Courts were 
ſitting, in We/tmin/ter - Hall: The 
Gin Act, Mortmain Act, We/tmin:- 
fter-Bridge and Smugglers Acts, 
and the Act for borrowing 600,0007, 


from the Sinking-Fund,  zncloſed Wil 
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p with Gun-Powder, and 
2 for which Fact, one N:xon, a 

Nonjuring Clergyman, was appre- 
| — fi convicted of it, ſentenc'd 
to pay 200 Marks, to be impri- 
ſon'd for five Years, to give Securi- 


oy for his good Behaviour for five 
Ye 


ars afterwards, and to be brought 
up to the ſeveral Courts, hes 
oP of with a Label round his 
Head, denoting his Crime. At 
the latter End of Fuly, there were 
many Riots and Mobs, occafion'd by 
the 7riþ Artiſts underworking the 
Engliſh, in Spittle-Fields, &c. which 


were not put an End to without the 


Interpoſition of the Civil Power, 
back'd by Parties of the Horſe and 
Foot Guards, and Train'd-Bands. 
But the. moſt extraordinary Affair 
this Year, and which drew very ſeri- 
ous Conſequences after 1t, was that 


of Capt. Porteous, Commander of 


the City-Guard of Zzinburgh; who 
aſſiſting, with his Men, at the Exe- 


cution of a Criminal, fir'd on the 


Spectators, upon ſome Boys fling- 
ing Stones, 22 at the Executioner, 
as he was cutting down the Crimi- 
nal; whereby ſeveral Perſons were 
kill'd, and others wounded; and all 
this without the Orders of the 
Magiſtrates attending. Hereupon 
Porteous was committed to Priſon, 
tried and ſentenc'd to Death, which 
* was to be put in Execution on Sept. 8. 
Zut upon his Petition tothe Queen, 
then ent, his Sentence was re- 
Tpited for fix Weeks, which Re- 
ipite arriv'd at Edinburgb on the 
24 of Seprember. This occaſion'd a 
molt tragical Cataſtrophe; for, on 
the 7th, a well-condutted Party 
of Men enter'd the City of Edin- 
burgh, about Ten at Night, and 
by Surprize ſeiz'd all the Fire- 
Arms, Sc. belonging to the City- 
Guard, lock'd up the City-Gates, 


beat an Alarm, burnt the Door of 


the Priſon where Porteous was con- 
find, after endeavouring in vain 


E A GE 1 
in a Brown-paper Parcel, were blown 


laid, 


to force it open, forc'd him from hit 
Apartment, and hang'd him upon 
a Sign-Poſt near the Graſs-Marke:, 
It was no Wonder if, from the 
Boldneſs, Secrecy and Succeſs of this 
Enterprize, People were apt to be- 
lieve that Perſons of more than 
vulgar Rank were concern'd in it; 
eſpecially as, after the Execution 
was over, they left the Arms and 
Drums on the Spot, and, offering 
no further Violence, quietly de- 
parted. The Cenſure of Parlia- 
ment, however, fell upon the City 
and Lord Provoſt of Edinburgh ; on 
the former a Fine of 2000. was 
and the latter was inca- 
pacitated from holding any Ofhce 
of Magiſtracy at Edinburgh, or 
elſewhere in Great- Britain; and 
Rewards were appointed for the 
Diſcovery of any of the Parties con- 
cern'd in the Murder of Porteous, 
and puniſhing thoſe who ſhould 
knowingly conceal them : Not- 


withſtanding all this, I do not re- 


member any of them were ever 
diſcover'd or apprehended for that 
Fact. 

The Parliament met on Feb. i, 
1737, and the Seſſion was open'd 
by Commiſſion, his Majeſty being 
indiſpos'd ; and the Lord-Chan- 
cellor, by his Command, made a 
Speech to both Houſes. In this 
Seſſion there were long Debates 
on a Motion for an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty, to ſettle 100, oool. per 
Ann. on his Royal Highneſs the 
Prince of Wales, in the ſame Man- 
ner his Majeſty enjoy'd it before 
his happy Acceſſion ; but a Ne- 
gative was put upon the Queſtion, 
in both Houſes, in the Lords by 
a Majority of 63, and in the Com- 
mons by a Majority of 30; ſo that the 
Court-Party prevail'd, but ſeveral 
Lords enter'd their Proteſts: The 
Act to prevent Stockjobbing, that 
for ſettling a Dowry of 50, oool. 
on the Princeſs of Valet, &c. &c. 
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receivd the Royal Aſſent this 
Seffion, and on June 21 his Ma- 
jeſty put an End thereto. The 
Reſident from Venice had, in the 
Interim, Notice given him to 
leave the Town in taree Days, and 
the Kingdom in eight, for the 
— offer d to his Majeſty's 
Yrown and Dignity, by the Doge 
and Senate of Venice, in the great 
Honours ſhewn to the Pretender's 
Son, when in that City. At the 
Beginning of July, the Great Duke 
of Taſcany deceas'd, by whoſe 
Death the Duke of Lorrain came 
to the actual Poſſeſſion of the Duke- 
dom of Taſcam; and the Annuity 
of 4, oo, ooo Livres, paid him by 
by rance, agreeable to Treaty, 
this Event happen'd, ceas'd. 

In the Night between the laft 
Day of July and the firſt of Auguſſ, 
her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs 
of Wales was ſafely deliver'd of 
a Princeſs, to the great Joy of the 
Nation, who was nam'd Auguſta; 
ſoonafter which, an unhappy Breach 
happen'd between his Majeſty and 
the Prince of Wales, which, in us 
Conſequences, prov'd more than a 
mere Family Difference. All Perſons 
who paid their Court to the Prince 
and Princeſs were not ſuffer'd to 
come into his Majeſty's Preſence, 
or any of his Palaces ; the Guards 
were taken away from their At- 
tendance on the Prince and his 
Conſort ; and, in ſhort,” all the 
Prince's Servants ſoon after join'd 
the Oppoſition to the Meaſures of 
the Miniſtry. It may ſuffice, once 
for all, to recapitulate the reſt of 
their Royal Highneſſes Offfpring, 
which are, 2. Prince George, (his 
reſent Moſt Sacred Majeſty) born 
Ns 4, 1738; 3. Prince Edzvard 
Auguſtus, (now Duke of 704) born 
March 25, 1739 ; 4. Princeſs Eliza- 
beth:Caroline, born Jan. 10, 1741, 
ſince deceas'd; 5. Prince Villiam 
Henry, born Nov. 25, 1743; 
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6. Prince Henry Frederick, born Now. 
„ 1745; 7. Princeſs Lou/e Anne, 
rn March 19, 1748-9 8. Prince 
Frederick William born May 24, 
17503 9. Princeſs Careline Ma- 
tilda, born Faly 2, 1751. own 

In O#eber a Deputation of the 
Merchants of London waited on 
on his Majeſty, at Hampton-Court, 
with a Petition on the Behalf of 
themſelves and others trading to, 
and intereſted in, the Bratifs 
Colonies in America ; ſetting forth, 
that the fair and lawful Trade to 
the Britiſb Plantations in America 
had been greatly interrupted, for 
many Years paſt, not only by their 
Ships being frequently ſtopp'd and 
ſearch'd, Lac alſo Ay and 
arbitrarily ſeiz'd on the High-Seas, 
by Spaniſh Ships fitted out to 
cruize under the plauſible Pretence 
of guarding their own Coaſts; that 
the Commanders thereof, with 
their Crews, have been inhumagly 
treated, and their Ships carried in- 
to ſome of the Spani/ Ports, and 
there condemn'd, with their Car- 
goes, in manifeſt Violation of the 
Treaties ſubſiſting between the 
two Crowns; c. Wc. and pray- 
ing that his Majeſty would be 
graciouſly pleas'd to procure them 
ipeedy K ample Satisfaction for 
the Loſſes they have ſuſtain'd, 
Sc. Oe. | 

On Now. 20, at ſeven o' Clock at 
Night, died, to the inexpreffible 
Grief of his Majeſty, the Royal 
Family, and the whole Nation, 
V helning Carolina, Queen Con- 
ſort of Great-Britain, aged 54 
Years 8 Months and 20 Days. An 
on Dec. 17, her Remains were in- 
terr'd, with great Solemnity, in a 
new Vault, in Henry the 7th's Cha- 
pel, in We/ltminſter- Abbey. 

On Jan. 24, 1738, his Majeſty 
open'd the Seſſion of Parliament 
With a ſhart Speech; and on March 
16, the eft-[ndia Merchants, wh 
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had preſented a Petition in re- 
lation to the Spaniſh Depredations 
ſome Days before, attended the 
Houſe of Commons, to make —5 
che Allegations in their ſaid Pe- 
tition, which had ſuch an Effect, 
that on May 4, the Houſe of Lords 
| 3 an humble Addreſs, to 
is Majeſty, with ſtrong Reſo- 
lations in Su of the undoubt- 
ed Rights of the Nation to a free 
Navigation in America, and againſt 
the Spaniſh redations and Cru- 
elties, and concluded with pro- 
miſing his Majeſty, in caſe his 
erful Inſtances for procurmg 
eparation and Satisfaction, and fu- 
ture Security to his injur'd Sub- 
jets, ſhould fail of their due 
ffect on the Court of Spain, they 
would zealouſly and chearfully 
concur in all ſuch Meaſures as 
ſhould become neceſſary for the 
Support .of his Majeſty's Honour, 
the Preſervation of our Navigation 
and Commerce, &c. His Majeſty, 
in Anſwer ' thereto, expreſs'd his 
Senhbility of the Injuries ſuſ- 
tain'd by his trading Subjects in 
America, and afſur'd them of his. 
Care to procure Satisfaction and 
 Reparation for their Loſſes, and 
Security for their future Naviga- 
tion, c. Se. The Addreſs of 
the Houſe of Commons, and the 
King's Anſwer, were much to the 
fame Effect. On May 20, his Ma- 
jeſty put an End to the Seſſion by a 
moſt gracious Speech. Great 
Naval 
Year, and ' Adm. Headdech ſail'd 
with a Squadron' to the Mediter- 
ranean. About the Middle of O#. 
the Prince and Princeſs of Vale, 
went to Bath, ſtaid there near ſix 


Weeks, in which Time they paid 
Wa Viſitto the City of Briftol, and 


were every where entertain'd with 
great Magnificence and Affection, 
and the utmoſt Joy and Satisfaction. 


G E OR 


reparations were made this 


G E. II. 
About the ſame Time a Charter 
paſs'd the Great Seal, for eſtabliſh- 
ing an Hoſpital, for the Main- 
tenance and Education of expos'd 
and deſerted young Children, com- 
monly call'd che Foundling-Ho/- 
pital, | 

The firſt Seſſion of Parliament 
of the Year 1939 was open'd on 

Feb. 1, and his Majeſty acquainted 
both "Houſes, in his Speech, that 
he had concluded a Convention 
with the King of Spain, wherein 
the latter had obliged himſelf 
to make Reparation to his Subjects, 
for their Loſſes, by a certain 
ſtipulated Payment, Ec. Fc. The 
Convention was publiſh'd,, ſoon 
after, wherein it was principally 
agreed, that two Minifters Pleni- 
ex ag} on the Part of the two 

ations, ſhould meet at Madrid, 
within ſix Weeks after the Day of 


— the Ratifications, there 


to confer and finally regulate the 
reſpective Pretenſions of the two 
Crowns, Sc. Sc. that his Ca- 
tholick Majeſty ſhould cauſe to 
be paid to his Britannick Majeſty 
the Sum of 9g5,o000/. Sterling, 
Balance, which has been admitted 
as due to the Crown and Subjects 
of Great-Britain, after Deduction 
made of the Demands of the Crown 
and Subjects of Spain, &c. &c. 
This Sum of 95,0007. was, by a 
ſeparate Article, 'to be paid, at 
London, within four Months after 
the Exchange of the Ratifications. 
However, before the King of Spa-» 
ſign'd this Convention, he declar'd 
by his Miniſter, that he reſerv'd 
to himſelf, in its full Force, the 
Right of ſuſpending the Aſſiento of 
Negroes, if the South-Sea Com- 
pany did not ſubject herſelf to pay, 
in a ſhort Term, the 68,000/. 


Sterling, which the has confeſs'd 


is owing for the Duty on Negroes. 
No ſooner were the Contents of this 
| n Con- 
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Convention known, than great 
Murmurs aroſe, and Complaints 
were every where made W 
it: The Articles of a free Navi- 
tion and Commerce, without be- 
ing viſited or ſearch'd, were, in 
eſtect, it was ſaid, _ up, by 
referring them to the Diſcuſſion of 
Plenipotentiaries; that the Re- 
tion ſtipulated was only a 
tended Reparation; and, as to 
the 68, ooo. ſaid to be due to Spain 
from the South. Sea Company, it 


it was only allow'd, as brought 


into the Account of a much greater 
Sum, due to them from Spain; 
and therefore the Company re- 
fus'd to pay it, in the Manner it 
was demanded. The City of Lon- 
don, the We/t- India and Briſtol 
Merchants, &c. petition'd both 
Houſes of Parliament, complaining 
of this diſgraceful Convention ; 
and there were very warm Debates 
in both Houſes upon it, eſpecial- 
ly on the Motion for addreſſing his 
Majeſty, and thanking him for 
laying it before them. However, 
it was carried for the Addreſs, in 
both Houſes : But forty Lords en- 
ter'd their Proteſt; md a conſider- 
able Number of Members of the 
Houſe of Commons left the Houſe, 
and return'd no more to 1t during 
that Seſſion 3 which Departure and 
abſenting themſelves from the Houſe 
became famous by the Term of 
the Sece/ion. On June 14, his Ma- 
jeſty put an End to the Seſſion, 
after having given his Aſſent to 
many publick and private Bills. 
And now the Rumour of a War 
with Spain began to revive, not- 
withitanding the Parliamentary 
Sanction the Convention had re- 
ceiv'd. Several Meaſures taken by 
the Government gave Countenance 
to the earneſt Hopes and Expec- 
tations of the Nation; for the 
Land-Forces - were augmented ; 
many Ships were put into Com- 
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miſhon, and there was a very hot 

reſs for Seamen to man them; for 
which . Purpoſe an Embargo was 
laid on all Merchant-Ships, out- 
ward bound, and ſeveral other 
Steps were taken, that ſeem'd to 
threaten an approaching Rupture. 
On Fuly 10, his Majeſty, in Coun- 
cil, order'd general Reprizals to be 
granted, againſt the Ships, Goods 
and Subjects of the King of SH; 
and on the 17th, Edward Verne n, 
Eſq; lately appointed Vice-Ad. 
miral of the Blue, ſet out for Port 
mouth to take the Command of a 
Squadron deſtin'd for the W:/2- 
Indies, who ſoon after ſet Sail. On 
Sept. 5, the Spaniſh Miniſter and 
Agent both left this Kingdom 
and return'd home; and Mr. XKeene, 
the Britiſs Miniſter, left Madrid 
about the ſame Time. On the 
19th of October his Majeſty ſign'd 
a Declaration of War againſt Spain, 
which was proclaim'd on the 23d, in 
the uſual Manner, and at the accuſ- 
tom'd Places, amidſt innumerable 
Crowds of People, who teſtify'd 
their Satisfaction thereat, In his 
Declaration his Majeſty charges 
the King of Spain with breaking 
the Convention lately concluded, by 
not paying the ſtipulated Sum, ad- 
mitted to be due to the Subjects of 
Great-Britain, in the Time ap- 
pointed. 

In ſome Time after this Declara- 
tion, an Account came from Ad- 
miral Haddoch, of his having taken 
two rich Caracca Ships. 

On the 15th of Now. the Parlia- 
ment again met; and on the 23d, 
the two Houſes. waited on his Ma- 


jeſty with their joint Reſolution, -* 


which was as follows: Reſolv'd, 
by the Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
poral, and Commons, in Parliament 
aſſembled, that an humble Addreſs 
be preſented to his Majeſty, as a 
dutiful Return to his gracious De- 
lire of the Advice of his Par- 
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liament, at this critical and impor- 
tant Conjuncture; and as a further 
Teſtimony of our firm Reſolution 
vigorouſly to ſapport -his Majeſty, 
in the EST of the War 


againſt Spain, humbly to beſeech 


his Majeſty never to admit of any 
Treaty of Peace with, that Crown, 
unleſs the Acknowledgment of our 


natural and indubitable Right to 


navigate in the Anerican Seas, to 
and from any Part of his Majeſty's 
Dominions, without being ſeized, 
fearched, viſited or topped, under 


any Pretence whatſoever, ſhall have 


been firſt obtained, as a Prelimina- 
ry. thereto. ' To this Reſolution 
and Addreſs his Majeſty returned 
- a ſaitable Anſwer. A new Sect, 


called Methodifis, made their Ap- 


earance this Year, the Diſciples 
of one Mbitefeld, a Clergyman of 
= warm enthuſtaſtick 'T'urn, and of 
two Brothers, named Veſey, which 
has ſince found ſo many Votaries, 
amongſt the common People, as 
greatly to alarm the Friends of ra- 
tional Religion and true Piety. 
The Liverymen of London, this 
Vear, gave a remarkable Inftance 
of. their Reſentment againſt thoſe 


who voted in favour of the Con- 


vention, by ſetting aſide Sir George 
Champion, Member for Ayle/bury, 
the next Alderman, in Rotation, to 
the Chair, from being Lord- 
Mayor, which Office he was never 
ſuffered to poſſeſs afterwards, be- 
<auſe he gave his Vote for that 
Meaſure. For ſeveral Vears this 
Innovation occaſioned great Feuds 
in the City at the annual Election 
of. Lord- Mayor. One Margaret 
Partett, a Scots Woman, died in St. 


at the very extraordinary Age of 
138. 1 EAA 
At the Beginning of the Year 
1740, a Motion was made in the 
ouſe of Commons, purſuant to the 


Jaſtructions a great Number of the 


FI 
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* Workhouſe, Veſiminſter, 
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Members had received from their 
Conſtituents, for bringing in a 
Place- lll; but it was carried in 
the Negative by a Majority of 16. 
An End was put to the Seſſion of 
Parliament on the 2gth of April. 
The two firſt Months of this Vear 
were diſtinguiſhed by a moſt intenſe 
Froſt, Which began on Chriſtma: 
Day, 1739, and continued almoſt 
eight Weeks: The Thames was 
frozen, and Multitudes of People 
walk*d over that River, upon the 
Ice; Booths. were erected, and a 
Kind of Fair kept upon it. The 
Poor were very great Sufferers 
thereby, as the Price of Coals, and 
other Neceſſaries of Life, was very 
high, particularly towards the 
Cloſe of the Froſt. 7 0 
On the izth of March, Captain 
Remtone arrived from Vice-Admi- 
ral Vernon, with the important Ad- 
vice, that on the 21ſt and 22d of 
Newember ult. the Admiral had 
made himſelf Maſter of the Town 
and Forts of Porto Bello, æuith fx 
Ships only That he had blown up 
the Fortifications, ſpiked up above 
eigbty Iron Cannon, and brought 
away a great Number of Braſs Ord- 
nance and much Ammunition, 
leaving the Harbour quite open 
and defenceleſs, No ſooner were 
theſe enlivening Tidings known to 


the People than a Profuſion of Re- 


joicings overſpread the united 
Kingdoms, and Ireland; Bonfires 
blazed in every Street, and the 
Houſes were illuminated; the 
Shouts of Vernon for ever were 


heard from every Tongue; both 


Houſes of Parliament, the City of 
Londen, &c. addreſs'd his Majeſty 


upon the Occaſion; the Houſe of 


Commons ſent the Admiral their 


Thanks, the City voted him their 


Freedom, and his Head became the 
favourite Sign for Publick Houſes, 
Sc. Oc. On the zoth of April, 
the Duke of 4rg yle reſigned all his 
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places under the Government. On 


May 8, the Eſpouſals of the Prin- 


ceſs Mary with Prince Frederick of 
Hefs-Cafjet were ſolemnized, the 
Duke of Cumberland being that 
Prince's Proxy. Her Marriage 
Portion, as provided by Parlia- 
ment, was '40,000/. and ſoon after 
the Celebration of her Efpouſals, 
ſhe ſet out, properly attended, for 
Hefſe-Caffl. The ſame Month 
died Freuleritt-Milliam, King of 
Pruſſia,” &c. and was ſucceeded by 
his eldeſt Son, the preſent mag- 
nanimous King of Pra. In June, 
a Camp was formed on Houn/loww- 
Heath, which became a faſhionable 
SpeRacle for all Ranks of People, 
whoſe Curiofity led them there in 
reat Numbers. Sir John Norris 
filed with ' a large Fleet from 
$97thead, having hoifted his F 5 
on board the Vid, in Whic 

his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Cumberland embarked as a Volun- 
tier; but the Lion running foul of 
the Vickory, did her ſome e 
which forced the Fleet to put back; 
and the Wind diſappointing ſeveral 
other Attempts to fail, the, Nation 
was under great Apprehenſtons on 
account of the Spar; Squadrons 
at Cadiz” and Peril, which join'd 
ſoon after, and ſalled for the Ve f- 
Indies, as did a French Squadron 
from 2 Toulon, which juſtly 
increas'd the Fears of the Nation. 
However, the French Squadron re- 
turn'd home at the Beginning of 
he next Year, without having at- 
tempred any Thing. On the 29th 
df Tune, Advice was reccived that 
he brave Nirnon had taken the 
on of 'Chagre and Caſtle of Lo- 
enxo, | demoliſhed that Fort, and 


nade a great Booty of Goods lying 


n the Cuſtom- Houſe, for the La- 
ing the Spaniſb Gallcons. To- 
ards the End of Ofober, Sir Cha- 
mer Ople, with * Fleet of 
len of War and Frauſports, with 
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an Army under the Command of 
Lord Cathcart, ſailed for the Weft- 
Indies; but that brave Officer dy- 
ing in his Paſſage, the Command of 
the Land Forces devolved u 
Brigadier General Yertworrh, In 
Fanua following, this Fleet arri- 
ved at Jamaica, and joined Admiral 
Vernen. On the gth of that Month, 
died his Imperial Majeſty, - ſuc- 
ceeded in his Hereditary Dominions 
by his eldeſt Daughter Maria The- 
re/a, (married to the Duke of Lor- 
rain and Tuſcany) who was Pro- 
claimed Queen of Hungary, Bobe- 
mia, &c. &, But notwithſtand= 
ing the Security of the famous 
Pragmatick Sanction, her Title to 
many of her Father's Dominions 
was diſputed by ſeveral of the 
Princes of the Empire, which pro- 
duced a long War in Europe. In 
the ſame Month, the Czarina de- 
parted this Life, having, by Will, 
appointed Prince John, an Infant, 
Son of Duke Anthony Ulrich , of 
Brunſwick, and the Princeſs Anne 
of Mecklenburg, her Succeſſor, and 
the Duke of Courland Regent. The 


Regent, however, was ſoon turn'd 


out, and the young Czar's Mother 
ſucceeded him in that Truſt, till 
her Son was finally depoſed, and 
the Princeſs Elixabeth Ae upon 
the Throne of the Ru/ias, On 
Nov. 18, the Parliament met. On ' 
the 18th of the ſame Month a 
dreadful Fire happened, at Charles- 
Town, in South-Carolina, which des 
ſtroyed the greateſt Part of tha 
thriving City, to the Damage o 
above zoo, oo. The Parliament 
granted, the next Year, 26,000 /. 
tor the Relief of the unhappy Suf+ 
ferers by that dreadful 88 
The moſt important Affairs that 
were debated in Parliament, in 
their laſt Seſſion, 1741, were, the 
Motion, in the Houte of Peers, to 
addreſs his Majeſty, to be informed 
what Demand of Succours had been 
G g 2 made 


* "SF 
made e Queen of Hun s 
and whether 10 0 6 >, 
which was carried in the Negative : 
A Motion for a ſecret Committee 
to enquire into the Conduct of the 
War; which alſo was carried in 
the Negative: A Motion for an 
Addreſs, moſt humbly to adviſe 
and beſeech his Majeſty, to re- 
move Sir Robert Walpul: from his 
Preſence and Councils for ever; 
which had a Negative put upon it 
by a great Majority, as had a like 
Motion in the Houſe of Commons, 
yy a Majority of 184. On the 8th 
of April, his Majeſty, in a Speech 
to both Houſes, |: informed them, 
that the Queen, of Hungary had 
made a Requiſition of the 12,000 
Men ſtipulated by Treaty, where- 
upon he had demanded. OOO Danes 
and 6000 He/as to be ready to 
march to her Aſſiſtance; YT as 
further Expences might be incurr'd 
after the Parliament had broke up, 
he defir'd ſuch a Supply as might 
enable him to be prepared for 
all Events, c. Hereupon both 
- Houſes aſſured his Majeſty, in very 
cordial Addreſſes, that Pl any Part 
of his Dominions, although not 
belonging to the Crown of Great- 
Britain, ſhould be attack'd, &c. 
in Reſentment of his Majeſty's 
Meaſures, they would exert, them- 
ſelves to the utmoſt in protectin 
them. They then granted 1 
for the Support of the Queen, of 
Flungary, and Sums to defray the 
Expence of the Danes and Heſrans, 
On April 25, the Parliament was 
rorogued, and on the 28th diſ- 
loved by Proclamation, and Writs 
ordered to be iſſued for the Election 
of a new one, returnable Faure 25. 
As to the Progreſs of the War 
in 1741, Admiral Vernon and Ge- 
neral Weatworth, in March, made 
themſelyes Maſters of all the Forts 
and Faſtine Batteries which de- 
fended the Harbour of Cartagena, 
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en or Money; 


Troops; 


II. 


and were preparing to beſiege that 
Place, oy A vice of dick occa. 


ſioned great Rejoicings in England: 
But this Elation ſoon, after received 


a Check, | when the Intelligence 
arrived, that after an unſucceſsful 
Attack on Fort St. Lazarus, they 
had been obliged to raiſe the Siege 
of Carthagena, and to re-embark the 
which was performed, 
without an Loſs, on April 16; 
but they demoliſh'd all the Caſtle; 
and Forts that guarded the Har. 
bour : Beſides, upon the whole, 
they had deftroy'd fix Spar Men 


of War, the like Number of _ Gal- 


leons, and all the other Shipping 
in the Harbour, with the Loſs, in 
the whole, Expedition, of about 
1600 Men killed, or dead, of Sick. 
neſs, occaſioned by the Inclemency 
of the Climate. The Sea and 
Land Officers mutually charg'd 
each other with the Miſcarriage of 
the Siege. Afterwards the Admi- 
ral, Oc. ſailed from Jamaica, on 
an Expedition to Cuba; and he en- 
tered a fine. Harbour, which he 
named Cumberland Harbour, when 
they landed and encamped their 
Troops, and prepared to advance 
further into fe Iſland; but ſoon 
after, finding it an inconvenient 
Station, they returned to "as 

The Spaniards landed 15,000 
Men ſafely in /taly, not one Bri- 
h Ship of War being in their 
Way to give them any Interrup- 
tion. In the Mediterranean, a Spa- 
ni/h Squadron, ſlipp'd by Admiral 
Haddoek ; but he purſued, and in 
a few Days got Sight of it, off Ma- 
laga, and bore down upon them, 
in Order of Battle; but the French 
Fleet from Teulon being then near 
them, their Admiral ſent to tell 
Mr. Haddock, he had Orders to 
take the Spaniards. under his Pro- 
tection; which obliged him to re- 
linquiſh the Attack, and bear away 
for Port Maben. Commodore 4. 
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dron into the South-Seas, met with 
very tempeſtuous Weather, after 
paſling the Streights of Le Maire, by 
which the Severn and Peart were 
ſeparated from him, and got into 
Rio . in a moſt ſhattered 
Condition. A Spaniſh Squadron 


of five large Ships, which failed 


ſome Lime before Mr. Anson, loſt 
two of their Ships alſo, in ſtormy 
Weather, in attempting to double 
Cape Horn; and the reſt were forced 
to return to Rio ge la Plata. Seve- 
ral rich Prizes were made by our 
Cruizers ; but the Spaniards took 
great Numbers of our Merchant 
Ships, which bred great . Difcon- 
tents in England. The Battle of 
Millwitz was fought, with doubt- 
ful Succeſs, between the Pru/fars 
and Auſtrians, in Sil:fia ; however, 
the Pruſfans kept the Field of Bat- 
tle. The EleQor of Bavaria, and 
the King of Poland, Elector of 
Saxony, declar'd likewiſe againſt 
the Queen of Hungary; the former 
took Poſſeſſion of the City and 
Caſtle of Pa//az, and being, ſoon 
after, join'd by a French Army of 
40,000 Men, under the Marſhals 
Brogho and Belleiſſe, made himſelf 
Matter of Lintz, and a little after 
appeared even in the Neighbour- 
hood of Vienna: Another Keiny of 
0,000 French Troops, under Mar- 
al Maill-bois, join'd by a Body of 
the Troops of the Electors of Co- 
logne and Palatine, marched into 
Weftphalia, and took Poſt upon the 
Frontiers of Hanover. As to his 
Palifh Majefty, he entered Bohemia, 
and advanced towards Prague ; and 
the Bawatians and Frenc Dre 
turn'd off from Vienna and join' 
him, they took that City by Storm. 
To complete the Scene of Havock 
in Europe, the Sæbedes, in July, de- 
clar'd War againſt Ru ; but a 
large Detachment of their Army 
being defeated by the Ru//ians near 
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Wilmanſtrand, that Fortreſs Was, 
immediately after, taken from 
them by Aſſault. © Upon the Revo- 
lution in Ru///z, before mentioned, 
a © Ceſfation of Arms was agreed 
upon between the two Powers. 

The Elections for the new Par- 
liament were carried on with great 
Animoſity by the oppoſite Court 
and Country Parties, as they were 
now ſtiled ; and at that for Ven. 
ſter, a Party of Soldiers being call- 
ed, on Pretence of a Riot, the 
Poll Books were ſhut, and the two 
Court Candidates, Lord Sundon and 
Sir Charles Wager return'd by the 
=; · 1 It occafioned warm 
Debates in the Committee of E- 
lections at the Meeting of the new 
Parliament; the Election was de- 
clared void, the High- Bailiff taken 
into Cuſtody, the Juſtices who ſent 
for the Soldiers reprimanded, and 
a Writ ordered for a new Election, 
when Lord Percival and Mr. EA. 
din were choſen. When the Elec- 
tion was declared void, there were 
great Rejoicings throughout the 
City of Wz/tminſter. he Court 
loft this Election in the Houſe by 
a Majority of four only, whic 
was a Prelude to more Mortifica- 
tions, that were preparing for the 
Miniſter. 

On the 83th of Spt. a great Hur- 
ricane, which paſs'd almoſt all over 
the Kingdom, did great Damage, 
both on Shore and on the Sea 
Coaſts, The 25th of Now. was 
obſerv'd as a Day of ſolemn Faſt. 
ing and Humiliation. 

On Dec. 1. the new Parliament 
met, and chqſe Mr. Ouſſoav again 
their Speaker; and, on the 4th, 
his Majeſty open'd the Seſſion with 
a moſt gracious Speech, wherein 
he re efmtad the Dangers Euro 
was threaten'd with, by the Con- 
federacy for ſubverting the Houſe 
of Auftria, and recommended to 
both Houſes a neceſlary Concern 
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for maintaining the Liberties of 
Europe at that important Criſis. 
The Lords Addrefs, in Anſwer, 
was particularly zealous: and af- 
fectionate, but that of the Com- 
mons much cooler; and as ſoon 
as the Motion for an Addreſs was 
reed to, a Motion, that the 
Touſe ſhould, on Far. 21, reſolve 
itſelf into a Committee of the whole 
Houſe, to conſider of the State of 
the Nation, was agreed to, nem, 
con. On Dec. 16, a great Conteſt 
aroſe about the Choice of a Chair- 
man of the Committee of Privileges 
and Elections, when Dr. Lee, fup- 
orted by the Country Party, car- 
ried it, by 242 againſt 238; which 
was another fatal Blow to the 
Court-Party. 
In the Year 1742, the War was 
carried on with various Succeſs ; 
the  Auftrians made. themſelves 
Maſters of the City of Munich, 
Capital of the Electorate of Ba- 
waria, and ſoon over-ran that Elec- 
torate 3 and Prince Charles of Lor- 
rein, with another Auſtrian Army, 
having driven the French and Ba- 
warians under the Cannon of 
Rrague, laid Siege to that City: 
The Fresch, u this, threw 
themſelves into the Place, and ſuſ- 
tain'd a long Siege ; but, being re- 
duc'd to great Extremities, Mar- 
Mal Belleiſſe found Means to get 
out of the Town, and made a 
memorable Retreat, tho' with great 
Loſs, after which the City was 
ſurrendered to the Auſtrians ; ſo that 
the Queen of Hungaærys Affairs 
began to aſſume apromifing Aſpect. 
The Battle of Czallaau was fought, 
between the Prufians under their 
King, and the Azfrians under 


Prince Charles ; and tho” the Pru/- 
fans kept the Field of Battle, 
neither Side could boaſt of Victory. 
However, this Battle was follow'd 
by a Treaty, concluded at Breſacu, 
Between the two Fowers, on May 
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31; which was alſo: ſoon after 
productive of Peace between the 
Auſtrians and Saxons. In Italy, the 
Auſtrians and Sardinians ſubjugated 
the whole Dutchy of Modena; and, 
on tke other Side, Don Phelip made 
hunſelf Maſter of | Chamberry, and 
of the greateſt Part of the Dutchy 
of Say. Commodore Martin, 
about the ſame/Time, with five Men 
of War aud four Bomb-Ketches, 
appearin 5 before the City of Naples, 
compell'd his Sicilian Majeſty to 
recall his Troops, then acting in 
conjunction with the Spaniſh Army, 
and to promiſe not to give them 
any further Aſſiſtance. This Officer 
had been detach'd, for that Pur- 
e, by Admiral Matthews, who 
ad taken the Command of the 
Fleet in the Mediterranean. 

In America, Commodore Anson, 
who was fear'd to be laſt, doubled 
Cape Harn, and appear'd in the 
South-Seas, with two Men of War. 
Admiral Pernon and General Went- 
worth ſail'd from Jamaica, on an- 
other Expedition to the Continent, 
but were ſo retarded by contrary 
Winds, they were oblig'd to re- 
turn to Jamaica without attempting 


any Thing; and ſome Months after, 


they both arrived in Exzland. Part 


of the Fleet at Famaica, with ſome 
Land-Forces, took Poſſeſſion of the 
Iſland of Rattan, in the Bay 
of Honduras, and fortify'd it. 
The Spaniards made an At- 
tempt upon Gecrgia, with a con- 
ſiderable Fleet, and debark'd 5009 
Land-Forces upon'the Hland of S/, 
Simon; but the brave General Ogle- 
therpe, with a Handful of Men, 
after defeating them in many 
Skirmiſhes, oblig'd them to re- 
treat to their Ships in Confuſion, 
and return to &. Auguſtine. 
On Jan, 13, Charles, Elector gf 


Bawaria, was choſen Emperor of 


Germany, at F raul fort, 5 notwith · 
ſtanding all the Oppoſition of the 


Auſtrians. 
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Auftrians. Sixteen Thouſand Brig 
Troops were embark*d for Flau- 
ders, which: were ſome "Pine. after 
join'd by 16,000 Harowerians and 
6000 Heffians in Britiſh) Pay; and 
the Earl of Stair {et out for Hol- 
land, as Ambaſſador Extraordinary, 
from whence he was to repair to 
Flanders to take the Command of 
thoſe Troops. His Lordihip, how- 
ever, could not prevail. on their 
High Mightineſſes to join with 
his Majeſty in making a Diverſion 
in favour of the Queen of Hun- 


gary, tho he concluded a defenſive 


Alliance with them for his Ma- 
jeſty's German Dominions. The 
Duke of Holſlein was this Year de- 
clar'd Succeſſor. to the Throne of 
Ruſſia; and the Szvedih Army being 
driven out of Finland, the Ruſſians 
ſeiz*d the whole Province, and all 
their Magazines. 

Let me now take a Survey of 
the moſt important domeſtick Franſ- 
actions of the Year 1742. The 
Merchants and Traders of Lenden, 
c. petition'd the Houſe of Com- 
mons, preferring a Complaint 
againſt the Lords of the Admiral- 
ty that they neglected our Prade, 
did not appoint proper Cruizers and 
Convoys, Sc. The Petition was 
preſented by the Lord Mayor of 
London. And Petitions to the ſame 
Effect were preſented from the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Com- 
mons of London; from Briſtol, 
Liverpool, Glaſgow, and many other 
trading Places. On this the Houſe 
paſs'd a ſevere Cenſure on the 
Lords of the Admiralty, and or- 
der'd in a Bill for better protecting 
and ſecuring our Trade and Navi- 

ation in Time of War: But the 
Bil was thrown out by the Lords, 
and fo the Affair dropp'd. The 
Place-Bill was paſs'd by the Com- 
mons, but rejected by the Lords. 
On Feb. 2, the conteſted Election 
for. Chippenban having been cCarti- 
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ed againſt the Court, by a Majori- 
ty of 16, Sir Recbert Halpole left 
the, Houſe of Commons; on the 
gta, he was created Earl of Orford, 
&e. and on the 11th he refign'd all 
his Employments. Hereupon, the 
Lord Carteret was made one of the 
principal Secretaries of State, and 
Mr. Sazdys Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer, &Cc. Who had been both in 
the Oppoſition to the late Mi- 
niſtry. Soon after, another great 
Champion in the Oppoſition, Mr. 
Pulteney, to the Surprize of every 
one, was created Earl of Bath. 
On March 21, a Motion was 
made in the Houſe of Commons 
for a Committee to enquire into 
the Conduct of Reberr, Earl of 
Os ford, tor the laſt ten Years, Sc. 
Sc. which was agreed to by a 
Majority of ſeven only. It was then 
agreed it ſhould be a ſelect and 
ſecret Committee, of 21; which 
Committee was choſen by Bal- 
lot. This Committee made ſome 
Progreſs in the expected Enquiry, 
which, however, at laſt came to 
nothing, to the great Diſappoint- 
ment ot every Friend to his Coun» 
try, On Fuly 15, his Majeſty put 
an End to the Seffion; on New. 16, 
the Parliament met again; and on 
Dec. z, a Motion was made in the 


: :Joule of Commons, for reviving 


the ſecret Committee; but it was 


carried in the Negative: And "OT 


Debates aroſe in the Houſe about 
granting 657, 888“. for the Charge 
of Haneverian Troops, from Aug, 
31, 1742, 'to Dec. 25, 1743 ; but. 
the Queition was carried. in the 
Affirmative. | 
Some Attempts were made, at 
the Beginning of the Year, by the 
Miniſtry, to bring about a Recon- 
ciliation between his Majeſty and 
the Prince of Fales ; but his Royal 
Highneſs, expreſſing his dutiful 
Regard to his Majeſty, refus'd to 
go to Court whilſt Sir Robert Mal- 
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pole preſided in his Majeſty's Coun- 
cils, On Feb. 20, a Comet made 
its Appearance and continu'd in 
our Hemiſphere for ſome Weeks. On 


Ang. 17, a Pardon paſs'd the Great 


Seal, to the famous Robert Knight, 
Eſgs Caſhier of the Sauth-Sca 
Company in the fatal Vear 1720. 
A Faſt was obſerv'd on the 10thof 
Nowember, Many Qrnaments of the 
Republick of Letters departcd this 
Lite in 1742, particularly, Dr. 
Edmund Halley, Aſtronomer Royal; 
Lord Paget, Author of ſeveral 


-Poetical Pieces; Dr. Thomas Dover, 


a ſkilful Phyſician ; Mr. Nicholas 
Amburſt, reputed Author of the 
Craft/man, &c. Mr. Scmerwille, Au- 


thor ot the Chace; Dr. Boulter, Arch- 


biſhop of Armagh, in Ireland, &c. 
In the Year 1743, great Debates 
aroſe in the Houſe of Commons 
in relation to the Contract for the 
Remittance of the Money abroad, 
neceſſary for the publick Service; 
but the Effects of the Enquiry 
ſet on foot for that Purpoſe were 
diſappointed; 500,000/. was. grant- 


ed to enable his Majeſty to ſupport 


the Queen of Hungary. In the Houſe 
of Lords were very warm Debates 
on the Bill for Licenſing the Retail 
of Spirituous Liquors, which was 


-oppos'd ſtrenuouſly by the Bench 


of Biſhops ; however, the Bill at 
length paſs'd, and receiy'd the Royal 
Aflent. On Abril ai, his Majeſty put 
an End to the Seſſion, after — 8 

the Bill for raiſing 8 
by Annuities and a Lottery, that 
for Relief of Inſolvent Debtors, 


Ec. and that for granting a Million 


out of the Sinking Fund. In his 


Speech he inform'd them, that he 
©, "had order'd his Army to paſs the 
"Rhine, as Auxiliaries to the Queen 
of Hungary, & c. c. On Dec. 1, the 
Parliament met again, and moſt of 


the Affairs that came before them, 


. 


in this Year, were carried according 
o the Defice of the Court. | 


6 N Gn En u. 


niz'd in Creat- Britain, 


«i The War Was carried aon, this 
Year, with increas'd Vigour; the 


Britiſb Troops, with their Mercena. 
nes, enter d Germany; and on Jun 
10, was fought the famous Battle 


of Dettingen, between the Allicd 


Army, commanded; hy his Majeſty, 
in Perſon, and under him, by Lord 


Stair, and the French Army com- 


manded by the Marſhal Duke 7 
- Neailles; when the latter was defeat- 


ed, and oblig'd to repaſs the Main 
with great Precipitation: But as the 
Allies were deſtitute of Proviſions, 
and were oblig'd, that Night, to 
continue their March towards 
Hanau, leaving their Wounded to 
the Mercy of the Enemy, it gave a 
Handle to the French to boaſt of x 
Victory, which they had the Con- 
1 to do, tho' all the fair 

ccounts of the Battle convinc'd 
the World of the contrary. A 
general Thankſgiving was ſolem- 

on ac- 
count of this Victory, Sc. Soon 
after this Battle, Lord Stair re- 
ſign'd his Commiſſions of General 
of the Allied Army, c. upon ſome 
Diſguſt he had taken at the Manage- 
ment after the Battle. In October 
the Allied Army march'd back to 
Flanders, to take up their Winter 
Quarters there; and the States of 
Halland ſent to that Army, after great 
Deliberation, in Sept. the Reinforce- 


ment of 20,000, of their Troops. 


The Auſtriaus, under Prince Charl:: 
of Lorrain, defeated; on the 28th 


of April, the Bawerian Army com- 


manded by General Minuagi, ncar 


-Braunau, tak ing that General and 


two others Priſoners, and again got 


Poſſeſſion of Munich, and the whole 
Electorate of Bawaria, which they 
had bees oblig'd to abandon ſome 
Time before. Soon after, the Frenc/ 


Troops under Brog/io ſeparating 


from the Imperial Army, the Em- 


peror goncluded a Treaty of Peace 
| AN with 


rench 
ating 
Em- 
Peace 


wig 
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with the Queen of Hungary on the 
15th of Jah. In Tas Prince 
Charles endeavour'd to ſhift the 
Seat of War, by attempting to 
paſs the Rhine, above Bri/ath, but 
was -— opt un forc'd to relin- 
quiſh' his Deſign, and march*d 
back into Bavaria: In Fah, the 


Battle of Campo Santo was fought 


between the Autrian and Sardinian 
Army under Count Traun, and 
the Spaniſh Army commanded 
by Count Gags ; which was a very 
bloody Action, and the Spaniards 
were, at length, oblig'd to retreat. 
Don Philip attempted a Paſſage in- 
to Piedmont, near Chateau Dauphine, 
but was repuls'd by his Sardinian 
Majeſty ; and Admiral Matthews 
oblig'd the Genoz/e to lay up the 


Cargoes of ſeveral Spaniſb Veſſels, 


laden with Ammunition and war- 
like Stores, which had taken Shel- 
ter in the Port of Genoa, in the 
Caftle of Sz. Bonifacio, there to 
remain 'till the End of the War. 
In America, Commodore nſon, 
according to the Advices recerv'd 
this Year, had taken ſeveral valu- 
able Prizes, in the South- Seas, and 
plunder'd the Town of Payta; 
and Commodore Kzowles attack'd 
La Guiara, but was oblig'd to give 
over his Enterprize. Many rich 
Captures were made from the 
Enemy, particularly, the Pierre 
Foſeph, taken by the Squirrel Man 
of War; the 87. Fo/eph, a Spaniſh 
Regiſter Ship,” worth 100,000/. 
taken by the Fowwey'; and another 
Prize, of the ſameValue, was taken 
by the "Morimouth. A Treaty was 
concluded at Worms, in September, 
between Great-Britain, Hungary and 
Car dinia, in which the former en- 
ag! d to pay to Sardinia, during the 
ar, an Annual Subſidy of 200, oool. 
Sterling; and Final was to be 
taken Ts the ' Genoe/e, and given 


to the King of Sardinia. 
The other maſt remarkable 
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Events of this Vear were, the 
Death of the famous Cardinal 
Fleury, Prime Miniſter of France, 
aged 8g ; of the Elector of Mentz; 
and of M. Campillo, Prime Miniſ- 
ter of Spaiun, The Remains of the 
Regiments lately in the er 
Indies return'd home, who were 
ſcarce the Shadow of them when 
ſent out; as an Inſtance of which, 
General Blakeney's Regiment, which 
went out 800 ſtrong, now conſiſted 
only of eight Men. The Scotch 
Regiment of Highlander:, upon 
a Report of their being to be ſent 
to the f-Indies, mutinied; and 
150 deferted from that Corps, and 
march'd Northward, but were 
overtaken, oblig'd to ſurrender, 
and brought Priſoners to the Tower ; 
'Three of them were ſhot, and the 
reſt tranſported to ſerve in the Regi- 
ments in Jamaica and Georgia. 
On Oc. 19, the Princeſs Loui/e 
ſet out for Germany, and was'ſoon 
after married to the Prince Royal 


of Denmark; and on the 27th of i 


December, Prince Charles of Lorrain 
was married, at Vienna, to the 
Arch-Dutcheſs, Mary- Anne, Siſter 


to the Queen of Hungary. In that | 
Month another Comet appear'd, i 


and continu'd in View a long 
Time. 

General Mackintoſh, a Rebel Com- 
mander in 1715, Dr. Cheyne, a 
celebrated Phyſician, Mr. Ain 
cborth, Compiler of the Tatin 
Dictionary, Admiral Sir Charles 


Wager, John Campbell, Duke of ; 


Argyle, and many other celebrated 
Perſons, deceas'd this Vear. 

At the Beginning of the Year 
1744, the Nation was alarm'd with 
the Rumour of an intended French 
Invaſion, in favour of the Preten- 
der, whoſe eldeſt Son, in December, 
paſs'd thro* Hal, in the Diſguiſe 
of a Spaniſh Courier, embark'd at 
Final, landed at Antibes, arriv'd 
at Paris, and even came to Calais. 
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Channel, and had got as 
Dungene/:, and Troops were ac- 
tually embarking at Dun#irk, tho” 


War had not been declar'd between 


the two Nations. Hereupon, his 
Majeſty, in a Meſſage to both 
Houfes,. inform'd them of the 
French. Deſigns; in Anſwer to 
Which, they jointly preſented a 
loyal Addreſs, which was fol- 


low'd by others from the City of 


Tondo, and moſt Corporations in 
the Kingdom, expreſſing their Ab- 
horrence of the French Attempt, and 
8 to ſtand by his Majeſty 

ich their Lives and Fortunes. 


Many Regiments were march- 


ed towards the Southern Coaſts, 
and Sir John Norris put to Sea 
with a formidable Squadron ; but 
upon his appearing in Sight of the 
French Fleet, off Dungene/s, the 
made the beſt of their Way back 
to Br:/: Some of their Tranſports 
having been loſt alſo in the Road 
of Dunkirk, and others damaged, 
their Deſign was, for that Year, 
laid aſide. A Proclamation was 
med, in February, for putting the 
Laws in Execution againſt Papiſts 
and Nonjurors; and on March 2, 
the Habeas Corpus Act was ſul- 
ended, On the 18th, 3000 Dutch 


= *Froops arriv'd at Grawe/erd, and 


Won after 3000 more, agreeable to 
a Demand made by his Majeſty, 
1 to Treaty. And now 

rance threw off the Maſk, under 
which ſhe had fo long conceal'd her 
Intentions, ' by-/ declaring War 
Sgamit Grea- Britain, March 4, 
at Paris ; which was ſoon follow'd 


Þy a counter Declaration on ' our 


Part, to the great Joy of the Na- 


Hon, which had long reflected, 
= with Indignation, upon the many 
pts we had receiv'd from that 
3 4 Franthleſs People, The Dutch, who 
upon ſuch an Event were to ſup- 
Ply us with twenty Men of War, 


1 * 
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oe i 
A French Squadron fail'd up the 
ar as 


did vouchſafe to ſend five or fix, 
which, for any Service they were 
of, might as Well have ſtaid at 
home. The Elector of Saxony, 
and Lagos of Heſs, refus'd 
their ſtipulated Succours, till we 
had an Army förm'd in Hanover 
ſufficient to protect them; the 
Rufſians alledg'd it was too late 
in the Vear to give us the Aſſiſtance 
we had a Right to demand; and 
the King of Praſa inſiſted we 
were the Aggreſſors, and therefore 
would As. as no Succour, In 
April, the French alſo declar'd 
War againſt the Queen of Hungary, 
and the Queen of Hungary againſt 
France in the ſucceeding Month; 
and a few Days after, a Treaty was 
concluded, at Franckfort, between 
the Emperor, King of Prufjic, 
the Elector Palatine, and King of 
Sweden, as Landgrave of Heſſt- 
Cafjel, for mutual Defence, get- 
ting the Emperor's Titles acknow- 
ledg'd, and his Dominions reſtor'd. 


On the firſt of May the French 
King arriv'd at his Army, near 


Lie, of 121,000 Combatants, and, 
in a few Days, took Poſſeſſion of 
IVarneton, Gourtray, Haſlebeck and 
Pont du Pierre, without Refiſtance. 
On the 5th, he inveſted Menin, 
which ſurrender'd on the 24th. 
On Tune 15, | 7pres alſo ſurren- 
der'd to his Arms; and ſoon after, 
Fort Knogue and Furnes; none of 
thoſe important Places being pro- 
vided with ſufficient Gariſons, and 
the Allied Army too weak to at- 
tempt their Relief. Mean while, 
the Aufrian Army, under Prince 
Charles of Lorrain, was attempting 
a powerful Diverſion, and, by 
Stratagem, actually paſs'd the 


bine, above Landau, maugre all 


the Vigilance of M. Coigny, who 


commanded the French and Imperial 


Army in Aljace; for the Emperor 
had now broke his — with 
the Queen of Hungary. rince 
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Charles. laid Al/ace under Contri- 
bution ; and thereupon the French 
King march'd towards the Rhine, 
with the greateit Part of his Army, 
leaving about 50,000 Men in Flan- 
ders, under the Command of the 
famous Count Sake. But tho? 
the Allied Army was now ſuperior 
to the French, they never, du- 
ring the reſt of the Campaign, 
offered to attack them, or to retake 
any of their late Conqueſts. The 
great Expectations from Prince 
Charles's pathng the Rhine, were 
hkewiſe ſoon diſappointed by an 
Event that was little expected. The 
King of Prufſia, taking up the 
Cauſe of the Emperor, broke the 
Peace alſo with the Queen of 
Hungary, and at the Head of a 
owerful Army enter'd Bohemia, 
made himſelf Maſter of Prague, 
and, ſoon. after, of almoſt the whole 
Kingdom. This {ſudden Irruption 
oblig*d Prince Charles to repaſs the 
Rhine, which he did, without any 
Loſs, Aug. 12, in order to march 
to the Relief of Bohemia. He was 
follow'd by two French Armies, one 
of which laid Siege to S7raſburgh, 
and the other, in Conjunction with 
the Imperial Forces, recover'd 
Poſeſſion of Munich and the greateſt 
Part of Bavaria. Conſequently, 
the King of Pruſia, whilſt his 
Friends thus diverted their At- 
tention toother Objects, was oblig*d 
to abandon Bohemia, and fly before 
the Auſtrians, who had been re- 
inforc'd with 20,000 Saxons, Fri- 
burgh was ſurrendered to the French, 
on O#. 24, after a very brave De- 
fence; and the Caſtle was not given 
up till Nou. 16; after which 
the French Army, on that Side, 
attempted nothing during the reſt 
of the Campaign. In Lady, Prince 
Lobteauitig drove the Spaniards into 
the Kingdom of Naples, at the Be 
ginning of the Vear, where they were 


ain join'd by Ins Sicaligy Ma- 
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jeſty's Troops. | 
July, N. S. a ſmart Action hap. 


459. 
On the 1oth of 
pen'd at Yelle;»/, where the Auſtrians 
were very near taking Priſoners 
the King of Sicily and Duke of 
Modena in their Quarters, in that 
Town. Soon after, upon Prince 
Charles repaſſing the Rhine, Prince 
Lobkewwitzs was oblig'd to march 


into Lombarcy, ro ſupport his 


Sardinian Majeſty, and was now, 
in his Turn, cloſely follow'd b 

Count Gages with the Spanri/s' 
Army. On Feb. 11, Admiral 
Matthews came up with, and en- 
gag*d, the united French and Spani/h 
Fleets, who had juſt left the Har- 
bour of Toulon, and would, no 
doubt, have quite demoliſh*d. 
them; but Admiral Leftoct, with 
his Diviſion, either would not, or 
could not, come up to engage; fo 
that the Enemy eſcap'd in the 
Night, having had one Spaniſh 
Ship, of 60 Guns, burnt, and 
ſeveral others diſabled. Our Squa- 
dron, which, as Admiral Leftock 
did not engage, was much inferiorto 
the Enemy, ſuſtain'd no great Loſs; 
ſave that Capt. Cornvall, the brave 
Commander of the Marlborough, 


was kill'd, with 43 of his Men, 


and 120 were wounded. Our Squa- 
dron, by conſtant Storms, and 


contrary Winds, was oblig'd ta 


bear away for Port-Mahon, Whilſt 
the Enemy took Shelter in the 
neareſt Ports of Spain. Soon after 
Leſtoct, having been ſuſpended 
by Admiral Matthews, arriv'd in 
2 gland, as did Admiral Mattheavs 
himfelf in September, of whom more 
will be heard in the proper Place. 
The Britiſh Squadron thus abſent 
from the Coaſt, Don Philip, with the 
Spaniſh Army, and their French 


Auxiliaries, 


after forc'd the Piedmonte/c Intrench- 
ments at Montalban and Villa. 
7 Francay 


under the Prince of 
Conti, paſs'd the Var, and made 
themſelves Maſters of Nice, and ſoon 
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Lientenants and man 


franca, tho“ with a 
Moers and Men. T 
then poſſeſſed themſelves of Oreg/:a, 
but a little, while afterwards. were 
forged to abandon it, and retire to 
7 Naupbine, with much Loſs. 
In 7 hy, the combin'd Army A 
an, Ane on Chateau Dauphine, 
Demont and the Piedmonteſs Intrench- 
ments on that Side, which at 
485 they carried, with the Loſs 
between 4 and cooo Men. Cont 
1877 upon this, inveſted by them; 
_ but they were forced, after ſuffering 
conſiderably, to riſe from before 
Mat Place, occaſion'd by the vi- 
gorous Defence of the Gariſon, and 
the throwing in of a large Succour 
his Sardinian Majeſty. Many rich 
French and Spani/s Prizes were 
taken, this Year, by our Fleets 
and Cruizers ; and itwas compu- 
ted we had above 11,000 French 
Seamen, Priſoners in, England, at 
the Cloſe of it, Many of | our's 
were alſo taken, particularly the 
Northumberland Man of War, of 70 
Guns, Capt. Vater, two of his 
| of his 
Men being kill'd in the En- 
gagement. On June 14, Com- 


tat Loſs of 


ore Ain, in the Centurion, 


bl L took, June 


arriv'd at S. Helen's, whereby he 
*campleted his Voyage round the 
World: He brought with him the 
Treaſure and Produce of the Cargo 
of an Acquapulco Ship, which he 
9, 1743, near the 
"Philippine Hands, after having 
reſitted his, Ship at Canten, in 
Pina, amounting, in the whole, 
to above a Miltion Sterling, On 
ah 27, Sir John Balch-n ſail d from 
Shit bead, with a formidable Squa- 
on, which was join'd by ſeveral 
Dutch Men of War; but that gal- 


ant. Commander was, ' ſoon after, 
Preck'd in his Ship the Y7&ory, 


one of the fineſt Firſt-rates in the 
Navy, which was loſt with her 
whole Crew, conſiſting of 1000 
Men, among whom were 100 


— — 
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e Spaniards ' 


 Frie/ſland dying on May 


Gentlemen, Voluntiers, either by 
foundering at Sea, or running upon 
a Rock, near the Race of Alderney ; 
for the Truth of this unfortunate 
Event could never be diſcover'd, as 
no one Soul on board was ever after 
heard of; tho” ſome of the Vickory's 
Upper Works, c, have ſince been 
driven on the French Coaſt, and 
elſewhere. His Majeſty ſettled a 


Penſion of 5000. per Anz. on his 


Widow, In America, Deputy Go- 
vernor Hodge, of the Ifland of 
Anguilla, in the Y:/t-Indies, drove 
the French out of their Half of the 
Iſland of Cr. Martin ; and the In- 
habitants of the Ifland of S. Bar- 
tholoinew declar'd . themſelves his 
Britannick Majeſty's Subjects. The 
French took and burnt our Fort of 
Canſo, in Newa-Scotia, after ma- 
King the Gariſon Priſoners of 
ar. 
But now Tet me recapitulate the 
other Tranſactions of the Year 
1744. A general Faſt was obſerv'd 
in England, on April 11. His Ma- 
jeſty put an End to the Seſſion of 
Parliament, on May 12, with 2 
moſt gracious Speech from the 
Throne, The Prince of Ea/- 
14, that 
Principality devolv'd on the King 
of Prata. On June 20, a Pen- 
ſion of 40004. per Ann. was grant- 
ed to Robert Earl of Orford, in 
Confederation of his long and faithful 
Services, Street-Robbertes were 
arriv'd to an enormous Height to- 
wards the Cloſe of this Year : The 


Robbers march'd in Bands, arm'd 


with Piſtols, Cutlaſſes and Blud- 
geons, and were ſo daring as even 
to plunder and maim People in 
broad Daylight, till, by proper 


Rewards and vigorous Meaſures, a 


Stop was put to ſuch notorious 
Villainy. The Colebeſſer Man of 
War, of 50 Guns,. was loſt, on 
OZ. 25, being run upon the Sands 
between the Loug-Sand and-Kentifþ 

3 Knock, 
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Knock, and 40 of her Crew periſh'd. 
On Nov. 27, the Parliament met, 
and the Seſſion was open'd with 
a moſt gracious Speech from: the 


Throne, The moſt, remarkable 
Perſons, that departed this Life in 
theYear 17 44, were, Dr. Deſaguliers, 
the eminent Mathematician; Mr. 
Pape, the celebrated Poet; John 
Anſtis, Eſq; Garter King at Arms, 
a learned Genealogiſt ; Mr. Jacab, 
Author of the Law , Di&ionary ; 
Mr. Theobalds, the Poet, and Sarah, 
Dutcheſs Dowager of Marlborough, 
Relict of the immortal John, Duke 
of Marlborough. 

At the Beginning of the Year 
1745, Charles the 7th, Emperor of 
Germany, and Elector of Ba- 
varia, departed this Life, at 
Munich, and was ſucceeded in his 
Electorate by his eldeſt Son, Maxi- 
milian- Jaſeph, who, upon the 
Auſtrians gaining a complete Victory 
over the French Army, and taking 
their General, M. Segur, Priſoner, 
on April 4, at Pfaffenhofen, be- 
ing oblig'd to fly from Munich, 
concluded a Peace with the Queen 
of Hungary at Fueſſen. 

On Feb. 14, his Majeſty ac- 
quainted both Houſes, that he had 
concluded a Treaty, in Conjune- 
tion wich the Queen of Hungary 
and the States General, with the 
King of Poland. On Feb. 18, M. 
Belleiſle, and tie Chevalier his Bro- 
ther, were brought Priſoners to 
England, having been both taken, 
at the Cloſe of the Year, at EIbin- 
gerede, in the Electorate of Ha- 
nowver, as they were paſſing thro? 
that Place, without any Paſſport, 
for Berlin. After being kept here 
till Auguſt 13, which occaſion'd 
many Altercations with the Court of 
France, and in fine turn'd out neither 
to our Honour nor Advantage, they 
were ſet at Liberty, and embark'd 
at Dover, for Calais. On the 28th, 
we had an Account of a moſt ter- 
tible Hurricane, Which happen'd 


and wounded on the Enemies Side, 
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at Jamaica, on OF. 20, 1744, in 
which eight of the King's Ships 
and Veſſels, and 96 Merchailt 
Ships, were ' ſtranded, wreck'd, ar 
foundered at Sea. On March 12, 
his Royal Highneſs the Duke of 
Cumberland was conſtituted Capt. 
General, and Commander in Chief, 
of all his Majeſty*s Forces, and gn 
April 5, ſet out for Flauders to take 
the Command of the Allied Army's 
And the French having inveited 
Tournay, the Duke, on May t, ia 
the Morning, attack'd them "im 
their Camp near Fontenoy, When 
the Right Wing of the Confederate J 
Army, conſiſting Chiefly of the 
Britiſh and Hanoverian Troops, 
bravely drove the Enemy before 
them, tho' they were encouraged JF 
by the Preſence of their Kings Þ| 
but not being well ſupported 57 h 
the Left Wing, and continually Þ 
pad by numerous Batteries in 
'ront, and many Redoubts on'the | 
Right Flank, the Army retreated 
about One, which they did in good Þ 
Order, as far as Ah, unpur-Y 
ſu'd by the Enemy, In this Aon, 
which ſerv'd for no other Purpoſe 
than to diſplay the unfortunateY 
Bravery of the Englih and Han, 
veriaus, we loſt Major General 
Ponſonby and Lieutenant General 
Sir James Campbell; and 7347 Men, | 
Ofhcers included, were - kite 
wounded, or , miſſing, . However, 
from the Number of Officers kill'd 
their Loſs muſt be, ſuppoſed to bg | 
much more conſiderable ; they beef 
ing four Lieutenant Generals,f 
four Major Generals, and three 
Brigadiers, kilPd ; two Lieutenant! 
Generals, three Major Generals, 
and twenty two Brigadier Generals, 
wounded, many of whom died of 
their Wounds,:, Hereupon Tournayl 
ſurrender'd, June 8; and ſoon after 
the French became Maſters of Bruges 
and Ghent, q 


9 
15 


On 
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On April 18, after a long En- 
. nd warm Debates, the 
ouſe of Commons addreßb'd his 
Majeſty,” that the Admirals Mat- 
#hews and Leffock, and ſeveral Cap- 
2ains and Lieutenants of the Squa- 
dron in the Meditrrrauean, might 
De  fpeedily tried by a Court 
Martial; and his Majeſty inform'd 
them he would give Orders accord- 
angly. On May 2, after paſling 
Weh Bills as were ready for the 
Royal Aﬀent; his Majeſty put an 
End to the Seffion with a very 
cious Speech from the Throne. 

n May 24, his Prufiaa Majeſty 
gefeated the combin'd Army of 
Auftrians and Saxons, under Prince 
Charks of Lorrain, at Friedburgy, 
on the Borders of Szen. On 
TFaly 9, Capt. Brett, in the Lion, 
of 58 Guns, had a very obſtinate 
apagement, which continued 
from Five o' Clock in the Afternoon 
al Ten at Night, with a French 
22 of War, of 64 Guns, and 
at length oblig'd her to ſheer off, 
With a Frigate of 16 Guns, in her 
Company. ” The Lion had 45 Men 
SiPd and 10% wounded. The ſame 
Month, two Briſtol Privateers, un- 
ger the Command of Capt. 7 als, 
made two rich Prizes, from Peru, 
the Value of 7 or 80030007. 
Sterling; and ſoon after, the joy- 
tul News arriv'd, that Commodore 
Huren, and Mr. Pepperell, Com- 


wander of the Aexw-Zngland Forces, 


on the 16th of June, made them- 
ſelves Maſters of the Town and 
Fortreſſes of Lowifhrrgh, (and of the 
whole Ifland of -Cape- Breton ) after 
Siege of 49 Days, in which the 
Raw New-Zngland Forces gave the 
moſt amazing Proofs of Forti- 
fade and Bravery. For this Service 
me Commodore was rais'd to a 
lag, and Mr. Peppere!/ was created 
s& Baronet. On Ag 12, Offend 


was furrcuder'd to the Freuch; and 


Advice was , received from Com- 
modore Barnet, that he had taken 
three rich French Ships, from 
China. Theſe Ships the Commo- 
dore having fold to the Dutch at 
Butawia, it occaſion'd a long and 
warm Diſpute between the French 
Court and the States General. 
On Sept. 1, the Grand Duke of 
Tuſcumy (Spouſe of the Queen of 
Hung ary) was elected Emperor of 
Germany, at ' Frankfort :* And, on 
the 19th, the Przſfgars defeated the 
Auftrians, in the Battle of Stau- 
dent, in Bobema; and at the Cloſe 
of the Year, his Praſian Majeſty 
defeated the Combin'd Army of 
Auſtrians and Saxons, near Dreſden, 
by which he got Poſſeſſion of Dre/- 
den, and the whole Electorate of 
Saxony; which brought on a 
Treaty of Peace between the vic- 
torious Monarch and the Em- 
peror, and King of Poland, Elec- 
tor of Saxoxy. On the 23d of 
September, the Court Martial on the 
Admirals Mathews and Leftoth, 


Kc. began to ſit, at Chatham. 


The Rebellion which broke out 
in Scotland, is the only remaining 
Tranſaction, of any Importance, 
that we ſhall take notice of, 
in the Year 1745. On the 6th of 


Auguſ, ſome Notices having been 


communicated to the Government, 
of ſuch an Attempt, aided by the 
French Court, a Proclamation was 
publiſhed, offering a Reward of 
30,000 /, for the Apprehending 
and Securing the eldeſt Son of the 
Pretender, in cafe he ſhould land, 
or attempt to land, in any of his 
Majeſty's Dominions. On the 
17th, an Account arrived, howe- 
ver, that ſeveral Perſons had land- 
ed between the Iſlands of Mall and 
Sie, one of whom, it was ſuppo- 
fed, was the Pretender's Son. The 
Frigate appeared to be the ſame 
that was in Company with the 
1 N wen 
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French Ship (as before obſerv'd) 
which was fo gallantly rey 4, 1 
by Captain Brert. On Sept. 5, his 
Majeſty ſent Notice to the Lord 
Mayor of London, that the Preten- 
ders eldeſt Son had landed in Sce-- 
land, and that ſeveral Perſons had 
aſſembled there and broke out into 
open Rebellion. Soon after Ad- 
vice arrived, that the Rebels 
had marched Southward, given the 
Shp to Genera! Cope, who had gone 
Northward to oppoſe them, and 
took Poſſeſſion of Perth on the 4th 
of September, On the 14th, they 
paſſed the Forth, five Miles above 
Stirling, and on the 17th took Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the City of Edinburgh ; 
all Oppoſition to them hitherto 
being weakly or wickedly mana- 
ged. By this Time General Cope, 
who had, for greater Expedition, 
in his Return Southward, em- 
barked his Troops, was arrived at 
Dunbar, 18 Miles Eaſt of Edis- 
burgh, and having landed his 
Forces and owes a Reinforce- 
ment of two Regiments of Dra- 
1 which he had left behind 

im on his going Northward, be- 
gan his March towards that Capi- 
tal. The Rebels did not wait to 
be attacked by him, but came ont 
to meet him; and, on the 21ft, at 
Day-break, they ſet upon his little 
Army, at Preftou-Pans, ſeven Miles 
Eaſt of Edinburgh, and totally de- 
feated it, and made moſt of his In- 
fantry Priſoners. The Dragoons 
made their Eſcape to Berwick, with 
little Loſs, fave that of the brave 
Colonel Gardiner. Theſe Advan- 
tages ſpread a general Conſterna- 
tion throughout the Kingdom; 
but all Orders and Ranks vied with 
each other in diſplaying their Loy- 
alty, and Abhorrence of this un- 
natural Rebellion: The City of 
Londen, &c. preſented Addrefics to 
that Purpoſe ; ſeveral Noblemen 
raiſed Regiments (Which, however, 
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were afterwards paid for by the 
Publick ;) and many Aſſociations 
were entered into for the Support 
of his Majeſty's Crown and Dig- 
nity, and the Conſtitution in 
Church and State; a large Body 
of Britiſh, Dutch, and Ha 
Troops, were brought over from 
Flanders; and the Succeſs of the 


Rebellion, and Dread of a threat- * 


ened Invaſion from France, havin 
cauſed a great Run upon the Bank, 


above 1100 Merchants and eminent” 
Tradeſmen met, and fubſctibed 


their Names to an Agreement not 


to refuſe Bank Notes in any Pay- 


ment to be made to them. In Tre 
land every vigorous and ſalutary 
Method was alſo purſued to pre: 


vent any Abetting of the Rebellion” 
there by the Friends of France and 


Popery, and a Reward of 50,0004, 
was publiſhed, in 
Addreſs of the. [ris Parliament, 


for apprehending the Pretender s 


eldeſt Son. On October 17, the 


Parliament met, and his Majeſty 


received moſt zealous and loyal 
Addreſles upon this intereſting Oe 
cation; the Habeas-Corpus A 


was ſuſpended, and an Act paſſed” 
to enable his Majeſty" to raiſe the 
On Od. 18, the Duke 


Militia. 
of Cumberland arrived from Flan. 
ders, and ſet out, on New. 26, to 
take upon him the Command of 


the Army, then on its March into 
Lancaſhire» For the Rebels, now” 
increaſed to 8000, had left Edin- 
burg, on Od. 26, and, on N. 


15, the City of Carliſle was ſurren- 


dered to them; whereupon Field: "nt 
Marſhal Va, who commandeg 
an Army of Briiſb and Dutch 
Troops at Newcaſtle, returned to 
that Pown, having put himſelf” in 
March, to relieve Carliſie, and ad- 
vanced as far as Hexham, for that 
Purpoſe, when he heard of its Sur?“ ia! 


render. On the 24th, the Rebels, 
without any Moleſtation, arrived 


urſuance of the 


at 
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at Lancaſter, and on the 29th took 
Poſſeſſion of Mancheſter, where they 
formed a Regiment of thoſe that 


had joined them in England, 45 


ving the Command thereof to Mr. 
Townley, In the Beginning of De- 
' cember they left Mancheſter, paſſed 
the River Merſey, and advanced to 
Congleton, as if they intended to 
meet and engage the Duke of Cum- 
Gerland, whoſe advanced Guard 
was then at Newwcaftle under Line; 
but ſuddenly they turned off to 
the Left, and marched into Derby- 
Fire, ſeeming to have an Intention 
ta ſlip by the Duke, and take their 
Way directly to London; where, 
when this News arrived, it occa- 
fioned the greateſt Conſternation 
imaginable : The 'Troops about 
Londen were ordered to march and 
form a Camp upon Finchley Com- 
mon; the Run upon the Bank grew 
more prefling ; and all the publick 
EFunds fell in their Price. On the 
Ach of December, the Rebels entered 
the Town of Derby, and ſoon after, 
contrary to Expectation, began to 
retreat Northward, by the Route 
they came. As ſoon. as the Duke 
of Cumberland got Notice of their 
Retreat, he ſet out in Purſuit of 
them, with all the Horſe in his Ar- 
my, and 1000 Foot Soldiers 
mounted on Horſeback. Marſhal 
Vaude, who had marched Southward, 
as far as Wakefield; after the Re- 
bels, detach'd a conſiderable Body 
of Cavalry under the Command of 
Major-General Qglethorpe, for the 
ſame Purpoſe, and returned with 
the reſt of his Army to Newwca/e, 
On Dec. 18, the Duke came up 
with the Rear of the Rebels at C/ 


ton, in Northumberland, and, after 


2 ſmart Attack, drove them from 
the Village, with Loſs. On the 


Darliſſe, after a Siege of nine Days, 
making the Rebel-Garifon Priſon- 
ers, their main Army having now 


G E IL 
reached Scotland. Thus this Mat- 
ter ſtood at the Cloſe of the Year, 
in the Courſe of which, Sir Nobert 
Walpole, Earl of Orferd, the Rev. 
Mr. Arthur Bedford, ſkill'd in Chro- 
nology and the Oriental Languages, 
Dean Swift, and James But 
merly Duke of Ormond; departed 
this Life, | | 

On Jan. 5, 1746, his Royal 
Highneſs the Dube of 8 
returned to St. James; and on the 
17th of that Month the Rebel Ar- 
my defeated the King's Forces, 
under the Command of Lieutenant 

General Hawley, at Falkirk Moor, 
a Mile South-Weſt of Falkirk, tho 
the latter were much ſuperior in 
Numbers. Hawley retreated to 
Linlithgow, and the next Day to 
Edinburgh, leavin 
Tents, Oc. behind him. The Re- 
bels thereupon returned to their 
ridiculous Enterprize of 1 


the Caſtle of Stirling, tho? they had 


not Artillery ſufficient for the Pur- 
pole, and one of the braveſt Of- 
cers in his Majeſty's Service, Ge- 
neral Blakeney, to oppoſe, who was 
Governor of the Caſtle. Upon 
this Misfortune, at Falkirk, it was 
thought expedient that the Duke 
of Cumberland ſhould take upon 


him the Command of the Army in 
Scotland. On the 3oth, he arrived 


at Edinburgh, and, next Day, 
marched towards Stirling; but, in- 


ſtead of waiting for him, the Re- 


bels, very precipitately, retir'd 
Northward, the Duke with the 
Royal Army following them, as 
faſt as the Seaſon and exceſſive bad 


Roads would permit; ſo that he 


did not arrive at Aberdeen till the 
25th of February, The Heſſians, 
under their Hereditary Prince, ar- 


rived on the 8th at Edinburgh ; for | 
zoth, his Royal Highneſs retook . 


the Dutch Troops, it was now diſ- 


covered, could not act, as they. 
conſiſted of Part of the Gariſons 
of Menin, Ypres, &c. which had, 


engaged 


or- 


ſome Cannon, 


| Militia, r 
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and, accordingly, they were ſoon 


after ſent, home. Mean Time the 


Rebels reduced the Caſtle of Inwer- 


w/ and Fort Auguſtus, and laid 


Siege” to Fort William and Blair 


| Cattle, of Aiuhol, but failed in both 
| thoſe” Attempts.” They had the 


Advantage in ſeveral Skirmiſhes 
with' the King's Troops, in the 


| Highlands,” &c. which, however, 
| was more than counterbalanced 


by the Loſs they ſuſtained by the 


aking of their Ship, the Prince 
Charlie, (formerly the Hazard Sloop, 


ſurprized by them in the Harbour 
of Mentraſs which they had fitted 
out, and ſent to France for Money 
and Arms; but in her Return, ſhe 
was ſeized by Lord Loudoun's Men, 


with all her Crew and Cargo. The 
Duke was obliged to wait, at A. 


| berdeen, for a Reinforcement from 


England, and *till the Spey ſhould 
become fordable ; the He/ians with 
ſome Britiſb Regiments taking Poſt 
at Perth, On April 8, his Royal 
Highneſs, with the Army under 
his Command, marched . A- 
berdeen > On the 12th, he paſſed the 
Spey without Oppoſition, the Re- 
bels retiring upon his Approach, 


tho' they might have greatly ob- 


ſtructed his Paſſage. On the 15th 
the Earl of Cromartie and his 90 . 
who, with 280 of their Men, had 
been in Caithneſs, to raiſe Money 
and Recruits for the Rebels, were 


attacked by the Earl of Sutherland's 
| Militia, routed, and the Earl and 


his Son, 18 Officers and 185 Pri- 


vate Men, made Priſoners. On 
| April 14, at Night, the Duke with 


his Army arrived at Nairn, and 
being aſſured that the Rebels were 
incamped at Culloden Houſe, near 
Inverneſs, and were reſolved to ha- 


| zard a Battle, he reſted the whole 


Day of the 15th, in his Camp at 
Nairn, to refreſh his Men. In the 


Night the Rebels marched, with 
Intent to attack the Royal Army 
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engaged not tc ſerve againſt France, before Day-Light ; but that Deſign 
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prove abortive, by "reaſon of 
ome Miſmanagement "amongſt 
them; whereupon they returned to 
Culloden, reſolving, in that Station, 
to wait for the Duke, who, on the 
16th, marched from Narrr, between 
Four and Five in the Morning ; and 
at Two in the Afternoon the En- 
gagement began. The Rebels, 


with their uſual Fury, attacked the 


Left Wing of the Royal Army, by 


which ſome Regiments of the firſt. 


Line were put into Diſorder; but 
thoſe Regiments being ſupported 
oy the ſecond Line, and the Right 

ing of the Rebel Army not 35 
ing properly ſuppbrted by their 
Left, the whole ell into Confufi- 
on, and his Royal Highneſs ob- 
tained a complete Victory, with a 
very ſmall Loſs. His Army con- 
ſited of 15 Battalions of Foot, one 
Squadron of Horſe, two of Dra- 


goons, the Argyleſbire Militia, and 


a Part of Lord Loudoun's Regiment, 
The Rebels, according to our Ac- 
counts, were 8350 Proof ; but 
their own made them no more than 
5000, as they had not been able to 
aſſemble all their Forces together 


for want of Money and Proviſions. 


This Victory put a final End to 
the Rebellion ; but the Duke con- 
tinued with the Army ſome Time, 
to give proper Orders for ſecuring 


the T'ranquillity of the Country, 


whilſt the young Pretender wander- 
ed from Place to Place, among the 
Movntams and Weſtern Iflands, 


and often without any Attendant, 


till two Ships, ſent on purpoſe, from 
France, to the Coaſt, took lim and 
about thirty 'of his Followers on 
board, and landed him, worn out 


with F AY and Hardſhips, at Re/- * 


court in Britanny. 


His Majeſty re- 


ccived: Addreſſes, to felicitate him 


upon this Victory, from both Houſes 
of Parliament, (who alſo voted their 
Thanks to his Royal Highneſs for 

H h 
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his great and eminent Services, and 
ſoon after ſettled 25,000 J. 0 Aun. 


on him and his Iſſue Male) and 
from the City of London, and all 
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Parts of his Dominions. Nor were 
many Sacrifices made to the pub- 
lick Jultice for their Concern in 
this unnatural Rebellion: An Act 
Was paſſed for attainting the Earl 
of Kelly, Viſcount Strathallan, 
Lord P:!/lige, and forty others, of 
High Treafon : The Earls of Kil- 
marnock and Cromartie, and Lords 
Balmerinoand Lowat, were tried, and 
found Guilty, by their Peers ; Cro- 
martie was afterwards pardoned, 
as to Life; and Kilmarnock and Bal- 
merino were beheaded on Tower- 
Hill, on Aug. 18, and Lowat on 
April the gth in the ſucceeding 
Year. Charles Ratcl:fe, Eſq; com- 
monly called Earl of Deraæveni- 
water, was alſo beheaded, on Dec. 8, 
by a Rule of the Court of King's- 
Bench, in purfuance of a Sentence 
paſſed upon him in 1715, for be- 
ing concerned in the Rebellion 
that Year. As to the inferior A- 
ents in the Rebellion, a very in- 
conſiderable Number were execu- 
ted, but a much greater tranſport- 
ed to America; and it is agreed, 
by all Parties, that no Govern- 
ment ever ſhew'd more Mercy on 
ſuch an Occaſion. A Publick 
Thankſgiving was held on Ocober 
9» for the Suppreſſion of the Re- 
ellion; and the Duke, ſome 
Months before, on his Arrival in 
London, Was 
greateſt Teſtimonies of Regard, and 
Welcom'd, as our Dehverer and Pre- 
ſerver, with every Species of Rejoi— 
eings that a grateful People could 
exhibit. 
Having thus connected into one 
View what relates to the Rebellion, 
I now proceed to the other remarka- 
ble Events of the Year. On Fes. 
10, by reaſon of ſome Diſcontent, 
the whole Miniſtry were about to 


"reſign their Places, as the Duke of 


received with the 
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Newcaſtle and Earl of Harrington, 
the Secretaries of State, really did; 
and the Earl of Granville was ap- 
pointed, pro tempore, Secretary of 
State; however, after bringing 
their Royal Maſter to their own 
Terms, they again reſumed their 
ſeveral Functions. On Aupaſt 12, 
after paſſing the Act for ain, 
the Highlanders, and reftraining the 
Uſe of the Highland Dreſs, and ſe- 
veral others, his Majeſty put ay 
End to the long Seffion of Parlia- 
ment with a moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne. On New. 18, 
the Parliament met again, and the 
Seffion was opened with a Speech 
as uſual, the principal Heads of 


which were ecchoed back in the 


Addreſſes of the two Houſes. The 
Court-Martial on the Admiral; 
Matthews and Leftock, &c. unani- 
mouſly acquitted the latter, and 
declared Mr. Matthews incapable 
of ſerving in the Royal Navy for 
the future. This Court-Martial, 
to the great Honour of our Conſti- 
tution, having come to ſome infult- 
ing Reſolutions, upon a Proceſs 
being ſerv'd upon one of their 
Members, from the Court of Com- 
mon-Pleas, tending to defame Lord 
Chief Juſtrce Willes, were obliged 
to aſk Pardon, in open Court, of 
that Magiſtrate, and to publiſh a 
Recantation in the London Gazette. 
In Auguſt a large Fleet was aſſem- 
bled, with a Number of Tranſ— 
ports, and a Body of Troops un- 
der General St. Clair, at Port/mouth, 
intended for Canada; but they 
were afterwards employed in an 
Expedition to the Coaſt of France, 
the Fleet being under the Com- 
mand of Admiral Leftuck., On the 
20th of September, the Troops were 
landed, near Port L*Orient, in Br:- 
taum, and having performed very 


little for the Honour or Advantage 


of their Country, returned to Sp1t- 
head, on OF. 26, with ſome Lols. 
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As to the War upon the Conti- 


nent this Year, the French became 
Maſters of Bry/el:, after Is Days 


open Trenches, and made the Ga- 


riſon Priſoners of War. They then 


poſſeſſed themſelves of Antwerp, and 
ſoon made themſelves Maſters of 
its ſtrong Citadel. Mint, St. Ghi/- 
lain and Charleroy, were ſoon after 
reduced, as was the famous City 
of Namur on Sept. 8, and its Cita- 
del on the 19th of that Month. 
On the zoth, M. Saxe gained a 
reat Advantage over the Allied 
1. under Prince Charles of 
Lorrain, near Liege. In their O- 
perations by Sea the French were 
not, however, ſo ſucceſsful ; for 
having ſent a formidable Squadron, 
with 3000 Land-Forces on board, 
to the Vet- Indies, as Convoy to a 
large Fleet of Merchant - Ships 
bound to that Part of the World, 
and afterwards to undertake ſome- 
what of Importance, againſt us, 
in North-America, they met with 
ſuch Storms, and were afflicted with 
ſuch a Sickneſs, upon their Voy- 
age to Chebu#ou Harbour in Nova: 
Scotia, where they caſt Anchor on 
the 16th of September, that they 
could undertake nothing, and re- 
turn'd in a ſhattered and miſerable 
Condition to Europe. In 1taly, the 
Auſtrians obtained, on June 4, a 
complete Victory over the combi- 
ned Army of French, Spaniards, 
Neapolitans, and Genoeſe, near Pla- 
centia ; and ſoon afterwards the Ci- 
ty of Genoa was ſurrendered to 
them; but behaving in a ſevere 
and haughty Manner to that ſub- 
jected Peo lc 
Degree, they flew to Arms, and 
in a few Days drove the Auſtrians 


out of the Territories of the Re- 


publick, after having killed and 
made Priſoners great Numbers. 
On the other . Marſhal 
Brown, with an Auſtrian Army, 
paſſed the River Yar, and took 


e, irritated to the laſt 
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Poſſeſſion of Vence, the firſt Town 
on that Side in France; the French 
Troops, in their Retreat before 
him, having made the whole 
Country a Deſert. * 

In this Year deceaſed, Philip V. 
King of Spain; Chriſtian VI. King 
of Denmark; Mr. Southern, the 
Dramatick Poet; and the famous 
Admiral Leftock. 

On Jan. 7, 1747, a General Faſt 
was obſerved throughout Great- 
Britain and Treland, to implore the 
Bleſſing of the Almighty on our 
Arms. On the 15th, many Varia- 
tions and Additions were made, by 
his Majeſty in Council, to the Or- 
ders concerning the dreadful Diſ- 
temper which had long raged a- 
mongſt the horned Cattle. On 
June 17, his Majeſty put an End 
to the Seſſion of Parliament, after 
having paſied an A& for taking 
away and aboliſhing the Heretable 
Juriſdictions in Scotland, &&c. and 
an ACt for the King's moſt gracious, 
general, and free Pardon, out of 
which 86 Perſons were excepted, 
the chief of whom were the Earls 
of Traquair and Kelly, On the 
18th, the Parliament was diſſolved 
by Proclamation, having only fat 
ſix Years; and Writs were iſſued 
tor the Election of a new one, to 
be returnable on Augu/# 13. On 

ov. 10, this new Parliament met, 
and again choſe Arthur Onſlow, 
Eſq; for their Speaker. On the 
12th, his Majeſty opened the Sei- 
ſion with a moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne, in which he in- 
formed both, Houſes, that a Con- 
greſs was actually agreed to be held 


at Aix-la-Chapelle, to bring about 


a general Pacification. 
With regard to the Progrefs of 


the War this Year, | at Sea we 
gave the Enemy ſeveral remarkable 


Specimens of our Naval Skill and 

Bravery, On May 3, Vice-Admi- 

ral —_ and Rear-Admiral War- 
" BF ; 
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ren, with a Squadron of 15 Ships 
and two Sloops, fell in with a 
French Fleet of Men of War and 
Merchant-Veſſels, and, after a 
warm Engagement, took ſix of 
their Men of War, and three Eaf- 
India Company's Ships fitted as 
Men of War; our own Fleet ſuſ- 
taining - very little. Damage, no 
Officer of Rank being killed, but 
the brave Captain Grenwi/le, of the 
Defiance. Great Rejoicings were 
made for this important Succeſs ; 
and ſoon after, Mr. Auſon was crea- 
ted a Peer; and Mr. Warren, a 


Knight of the Bath. The French 


loſt a Million and a Half Sterling 


by this Defeat; 4000 Men were 
made Priſoners ; and an Expedition 
to the Eaſt-Iudies, with another to 
America, were rendered abortive. 
Rear-Admiral Hasle, alſo, being 
ſent with a Squadron to intercept a 
French Fleet bound to the Ve-In- 
dies, fell in with them on Oc. 14, 
and, after a very hot Engagement, 
took two of their 74 Gun Ships, 
one of 70, two of 64 and one of 
go. The gallant Captain Sauma- 
rez, of the Nottingham, was the 
only Officer of Note killed in the 
Action. For this great Service 
Mr. Hawke was promoted to the 
- Rank of Vice-Admiral, and created 
a Knight of the Bath. Soon after, 
our Cruiſers took 48 of the French 
homeward-bound Fleet from S,. 
Domingo. On the igth of the ſame 
Month, Captain Denis, in the Cen- 
arion, took 17 Sail of the Freach 
Weſt-India Fleet. In Negember, 
the Glorigſo, a Spaniſ Man of War, 
of 74 r o Men, Was 
taken by the Nνι. Man of War, 
in Conjunction with the Real Far 
mily Privateers, of: Biifol >. The 
Dartmouth..of so Guns, Captain 
Janes Hamilton, Who had firſt en- 
gaged her, unfortunately blew up; 
OS of the whole Crew, only one 
Ieutenant and 13 Men were ſaved. 


1 
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cho they kept the Field of Battle, 


Many other rich Captures were 
alſo made this Year from our E- 
nemies, particularly le Fort de 
Nantz, of 659 Tons, 32 Guns, 
and 200 Men, bound from la Vera 
Cruz and the Havanna to Cadix, 
worth above 300,000 J. Sterling, 
by his Majeſty's Ships the Glowce/- 
ter, Captain Saunders, and the 
Lark, Captain Cheap. 

In the War on the Continent 
we were far from meeting with 
equal Succeſs z for Count Loabex- 
dahl, detached with 25,000 Men 
by M. Saxe, made himſelf Maſter 
of Part of the Dutch Frontier, by 
taking Sluys, Sas Van Ghent, and 
the Ifland of Cad/and; which fo 
rouzed the heavy, phlegmatic Hol- 
landers, as procured a ſudden 
Change in their Government: The 
Populace roſe in all Parts of the 
United Provinces, and compelled 
their Magiſtrates to declare for 
having the Prince of Orange Stadt- 
holder of all the United Provinces; 
in Conſequence of which, his Se- 
rene Highneſs was, on April 22, 
23 at the Hague, Stadt- 
older, Captain: Ge and Ad- 
miral- General, of the Seven United 
Provinces, Count Lowendahl, in 


May, reduced Hull and Axtel, and 


finiſhed, ſoon after, the Reduction 
of Dutch- Flandern. Mean Time 
the French grand Army remained 
in their Cantonments, and the Al- 
lies lay totally inactive in their 
Camps at 4ntwerp and between 
the Great and Little Nezhe. But, in 
Jane, thele two Armies came to 
Blows ; and a Battle, was fought be- 
tween the Left Wing of the Allied 
Army, undet the Duke of Cumber- 
land, and the. French under M. 
Saxe, at Fal, from which our Ar- 
my Was obligen to retreat with the 
Loſs of 4000 Men, and” Sir Johr 
Ligonier and Count T/enbourgh were 

ben Priſoners: But the French, 
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fende 


but ont 


{oſt above 8000 Men. After this 
Battle Count Lowendahl open'd the 
Trenches before Bergen-op- Zoom, in 


| the Night between the 14th and 


15th o 40 which the Gariſon 
moſt gallantly and memorably de- 
till Sept. 16, when it was 

Storm, and the Remains 
ariſon made a good Re- 
In Italy, the French under 


taken b 
of the 
treat. 


the Chevalier Belleiſſe, having at- 
tack'd the Piedmonteſe Entrench- 
ments upon the Heights of Exilles, 
were, on 
| defeated by the Auftrians and Pied- 


July 19, repuls'd and 


monteſe, with the Loſs of their 


General and 6000 Men, who were 


ſlain. In America, the Iſland of 


St. Bartholomew, ten Leagues to 


the Northward of Sr. K:rrs, was 
taken by two Engliſh Privateers ; 

he Continent, a Party of 
Engliſh in Nova-Scotia, under 
Colonel Noble, was defeated by a 
Body of French, Canadians, and 
Indians, under M. de Villiers; and 
the Colonel, with 140 of his Men, 
were kill'd upon the Spot, and 
the reſt taken. Priſoners. In the 
Eaft-Indies, the French took from 
us Fort St. George, the Company's 
principal Settlement on the Coaſt 
of Coromandel. M. de la Bourdenaye, 
who took this Fort, was, at the 
Beginning of the next Year, diſ- 
cover'd and made Prifoner on 
board a Dutch Ship at Falmouth, 
ſoon after releas'd, and went to 
France, where he was ſeiz'd and 
impriſon'd in the Ba/tile, and was 
oblig'd to ſacrifice great Part of 
the Riches he had acquir'd in his 
Indian Expedition, to purchaſe 
his Liberty, and ſecure himſelf for 
the future. 


The City of Lima, Capital of 


Peru, and Town and Port of Cal 
las, according to Accounts receiv'd 


this Year, were ruin'd by a moſt 
dreadful Earthquake, on O#. 17, 
1746: In the former, 1500 Perſons 
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periſh'd ; the latter was ſwallow'd 
up by the Sea, and 6 or 7000 
Perſons loſt their Lives. 

A Treaty was ſign'd in June, 
between his Maje and the 
Czarina, whereby, in Confideration 
of an annual Subſidy of 100,000/. 
ſhe engag'd to keep on foot, du- 
ring the War, upon the Frontiers 
of Livonia, a Body of so, ooo Foot, 
and forty or fifty Gallies upon 
the Coaſts of that Province, to 
act in ſuch a Manner as his Ma- 
jeſty ſhould require, in Aſſiſtance 
of his Allies. 

In the Courſe of this Year, oba 
Earl of Stair; Lieutenant-General 
IVentworth ; Right Honourable 
Duncan Forbes, Lord Prefident of 
the Seſſion in Scotland; Sir Fobn 
Shadwell, the Phyſician; Mr. 
Welſfted, the Poet; Michael Mar- 
taire, Eſq; the noted Editor of the 
Claſſics ; Dr. Trapp, an excellent 


Divine and Critick; and Mr. 


Thomas Chubb, well known for his 
acute Polemical Writings, de- 
parted this Life: We had alſo Ad- 
vice of the Death of the famous 
Kouli Khan, Emperor of Perſia, 
who was murdered in his Tent. 
On Feb. 24, 1748, the Duke 
of Cumberland ſet out for Flanders, 
to take upon him the Command of 
the Allied Army, and on the 27th 
arriv'd at the Hague; and ſoon af- 
ter, the Earl of Saxdwich, and the 
other Plenipotentiaries, arriv'd at 
23 General Haddich, 
about the ſame Time, attack*d-the 
great French Convoy for Bergen» 
oþ-Zoom, defeated it, took 1000 
Priſoners, with great Numbers 
of horned Cattle, Hogs, Sheep, 


Sc. fc. which much diſtreſs'd the 


Gariſon of that, and the adjacent 
Towns. In the Night between 
the 15th and 16th of April, N. 8. 
the French open'd their 'Trenches 


before Maeſtricht, which capitu- 


lated on the 7th of May N. S. and 
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. 
nation of the Ships taken from 
the Genocſe; which Prizes amount. 
ed to upwards of 200,000/. On 
Feb. 18, his Majeſty gave the 
Royal Aſſent to an Act for grant. 
ing his Majeſty a Subſidy of Five 
per Cent. (called Poundage) on 
all Dry Goods and Merchandizes 
1 Sc. and to ſome others; 
and ſoon after a Proclamation was 
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the Gariſon march'd out, on the 
loth, with all the Honours of 
War. The next Day Hoftilities 
ceas'd in Flanders, purſuant to the 
Preliminaries fign'd at Aix, by 
the Miniſters Plenipotentiary of 
Great-Britain, France, and the 
States General, At Sea, hefore 
thoſe - Preliminaries were fign'd, 
the Magnanime, a French Ship of 


War, of 70 Guns, was taken by 
the Nottingham and Portland : The 
Union, à French Regiſter-Ship, 
with 150, ooo. and 46 of the French 
Convoy, that eſcap'd Admiral 
Hawke, were taken by the Ships 
on the '\LeewardsIfand'” Station. 
On Mayr, Advice was receiv'd, that 
Rear-Admiral Kobe had taken 
Port<Louiy, upon che Iſland of M- 
SHaniols, on the © 8th of March, 
after three Hours warm Canno- 
nading;ʒ by which he got Poſſeſſion, 
alſo, of eight Ships, a Snow, and 
two Privateer Sloops, in the Har- 
bout, Our Loſs was, Capt. Rra- 
tone, of the r jos Capt. Cu}, 
a Voluntier, and 19 Men, kill- 
ed, and abont 60 woͤunded: The 
Enemy had 160 kill'd and wound- 
ed, among wham were five Captains. 
Theſe being all the material FTranſ- 
actions at the Cloſe of the War, 
I” ſhall no proceed to a Detail 
of the remaining Tranfattions of 
the Year. 319%. £1047 91 HIS 439500 1 
On Jan. 200 a Pardon ' paſs'd 
the Great-Seul for Bord M. Olead, 


w 


iſſued, ſtrictly forbidding all Com- 
merce with the Subjects of the 
French King. In the ſame Month 
the Duke of Beafmd was appoint- 
ed one of the Sebretaries of State. 
On March 8y the Court of Seſſion, 
in Scotland, agreed that the Values 
of the Heretable j uriſdictions in Sco:- 
land, which were to be taken away 
by the late Act for that Purpoſe, 
ware 16452 32. 167. On the 2p th, 
a moſt dreadful Fire broke out in 
Excbunge All, Odrnbill, Which 
provid. more hurtſul, in its Con- 
ſequences, than any Conflagration 
: fince the Fire of London, in 1666 : 
The Flames ſpread three different 
Ways; and notwithſtanding every 
poſſible Aſſiſtance, near a Hundred 
Houſes; in Corubill, Bircbiu- Laue, 
Euchange- Alley, George-Tard, and 
all the adjacent Courts; c. were 


conſum' d; and tho“ much Goods, 
Ac. were ſav'd by the Vigilance of 
the Magiſtrates, yet the Lo!s 


Was exceſſire great, and the Con- 
ſternation in the City, during: this 


at-Se | dreadful Calamity,o ean ſcarcely be 
eldeſt Son of the Earl of C- 


marie; uhO had been drawn by Boland arrivid;of a 


expreſs d. Accounts from Ne-- 
t Tumult 


his Father into the date Rebellion. which happen'd, at the Cloſe of 


On the agih, che Priſon at Kigſali, in 
was conſum'd by Fire, and 
fiftyafbut of che Frmebt Priſoners 
perifh'd in the 


Jrelaud, was eonſum'd 


confin'd therein in 
Flames! On Reb, 6, the Earl of 


Chefterfield reſi gtd the Seals of 
his Oſice, as one of his Majeſty's 


Principal Secretaries of State. On 


the 13th, an Order of Council Was 


publiſh'd, directing the Condem- 


the laſt Vear, at Be, Occaſion'd 
by Admiral Xncatess:: impreſſing 
Neveral' of the Inhäbitants, and 
Seamen belonging to the outward- 
Bound Ships, tor the Service of þ;- 
Fleet; à Practice which, it ſhould 
em, dur i Americar Brethren have 
no very favourable: Opimon of 
But by the vi Dchaviour 01 
the Aﬀſembly, after many AQs ot 


Vio 


Violence, 


quell'd; I 
much grea 
fel that ( 
the Court 
Fire, and 
ts deftr 
moſt-irret 
whole Co 
Commod. 
ſentenc'd, 
at Jamaic 
Pay, an 
any ſutu 
for Cow. 
with a 
French Sc 
Smugg'e 
in their 
period, 
normitie 
Ware-H 
convey” 
Tea; u 
was iſſu 
ward of 
each of 
rageous 
pear'd, 
ſeveral 
clamat 
pur ſua 
at Aix 
Royal- 
his M. 
Aſſent 
made 
both 
was p 
and 1 
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Violence, this dangerous Riot was 
guell'd ; It was ſucceeded by a 
much greater Calamity, which be- 
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Government in the Conviction, Wc, 


of his old Friends; and ſoon after 
the ſaid Pardon paſs'd the Great 


the fel that Capital on Dec. 23; for Seal. On July 14 was a remark. 
prant. the Court. Houſe was conſum'd by able Eclipſe of the Sun, which be- 
Five Fire, and the Province-Records, gan 3 Minutes 53 Seconds after 
) on O, deftroy'd therein, to the al- Nine in the Morning, and ended 
ndizes MW moſt-irretrievable Detriment of the Min. 13 Sec. after Twelve: That 


thers ; M whole Colony. About this Time Luminary was eclips'd ten Digits. 


n wa; Commodore Cornelius Mitchell was A Commiſſion ſoon after paſs'd the 
Com. ſentenc'd, by a Court-Martial Seals, appointing the Prince of 
f the at Jamaica, to be mulcted five Years Wales, Duke of Cumberland, &c. 
Honth Pay, and render'd incapable of &c. with all the other Privy Coun- 
Point- any future Service in the Navy, ſellors, Commiſſioners of Appeal 
State. for Cowardice, and running away, in regard to Prizes taken from the 
fon, with a ſuperior Force, from a French and Spaniardt. On Aug. 
'alues French Squadron in thoſe Seas. The 2, a Convention was fign'd be- 
Scot- Smugglers were very audacious tween the Miniſters of Great = 


away in their illegal Practices at this Britain, France, and the States- 


poſe, Period, having, amongſt other E- General, by which it was provi- 
25th, normities, broke open the King's ded, that Orders ſhould be ſent to 
ut in Ware-Houſe at Colebeſter, and the 37,000 Raſſiaus, then in March 
rhich © convey'd away a great Quantity of thro* Germany, to march back 
Con- Tea; upon which a Proclamation again into their own Country; 
ation was iſſued of Pardon, and a Re- and that the King of France ſhould 
666 ward of 100. for the Diſcovery of order the ſame Number of his 
erent each of the Parties in that out- Troops from Flanders, into the 
very rageous Tranſaction. A Comet ap- interior Parts of France. Great 
dred pear'd, which was viſible for Numbers of Locuſts, to the Sur- 
Laue, ſeveral Days. On May q, a Pro- prize of the Populace, pc in 
and clamation for a Ceſſation of Arms, the City, Suburbs, and the ad- 
were purſuant to the Preliminaries ſign'd jacent Counties. About this Time, 
ods, . at: Aix-la-Chapelle, was read at the alſo, Advice arriv*d that great 
de of Royal-Exchange, c. On the 13th, Diſorders and Inſurrections had 
Los his Majeſty, after giving the Royal happen'd at I ee in which 
Jon Aſſent to the Bills that were ready, above 4000 Perſons were maſſacred, 
this made a moſt gracious Speech to Which at length produc'd the De- 
y.be Þ both Houſes of Parliament, which paſition of the Grand-Vizier. On 
eu- was prorog dd to the zoth of Fare; Od. II, N. 8. the Definitive 
nult and it was after dards again pro- Treaty of Peace was ſign'd, at Aix- 7 
> of rogu'd to Ag. 30. In this Speech Je-Chapele;: by i:the - Miniſters of 
»1n'd his Majeſty acquainted them of : Great Britain France, and the 


ling the Preliminaries being ſigu'd, and States-Gengralg: on the zoth, by 
that, in Conſeq uence, Haſtilities thoſe. of the Callulié King; on 
had ceas'd in HFH , the Channel, the 23d, by; the mpreſs Queen; 
his tc: e. Ott the , 16tit of May, and ſoom after, hall the reſt of the 


uld 2 Pardquiaſs di the Privy Sehl, contending Powers, which, that 
ave of all; Trraſons, H ta. John ur- little to ourtHignour.or Advantage, 
* ray, of Rrönglubn; E Iq; late Secre- put a Period. to long and bloody 
of tary to vaung Pretender, on War, wWhicho hed been ſorely felt 
„f account of his having aſſiſted the abe ſamous 1 77 
10. * 4 a2 
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Ras been the Suljet of much 
Diſcuſſion, I ſhall enlarge a little 
upon its Contents. 'The Preamble, 
Which is very extenſive, recites the 
original Motives which occaſion'd 
the late War, Se. Art. 1. con- 
ſiſts of ſolemn Promiſes and Aſ- 
ſurances to dbſerve religiouſly the 
Peace concluded, &c. Art. 2. 
Every thing that has paſs'd durin 
the War, on all Sides, to be burie 
in a general and eternal Oblivion, 
Art. 3. The Treaties of . 
Madrid, Nimeguen, Ryſeuich, Utrecht, 
Baden, Hague, the Quadruple Al- 
liance, and the Treaty of Vienna, 
are all confirm'd, chat they may not 
be derogated from by the preſent 
Treaty. Ar. 4. The Priſoners 
made, and the Hoſtages | 
| ring the War, to be reſtor'd on all 
| Sides, without Kanſom, and ſet at 
Liberty in one Month after the 
Exchange of the Ratiffcations, 
but to be oblig'd to pay all Debts 
they have contratted; and all the 
Ships of War and Merchant-Men, 
which have been taken ſince the 
Time ſtipulated by the 'Ceffation 
of Arms, to be teſtor'd. Art. 5. 
All - the Conqueſts made during 
the War, to be” reciprocally reſto- 
red. An. 6. The Reſtitutious and 
Ceffions to be made in fix Weeks 
after the Ratifications. The Ar- 
tillery found in the conquer'd 
Places to be reftor'd in the ſame 
Condition they were in at the 
Time the Towns! were taken; 
nevertheleſs,” - ing that at 
Menn, Arbe, Mons, Charley, ànd 
"Ozdenarte.: r. of The Dutchies 
of Parma, Platentia,vand Guaftalla, 
to" be ceded to the Infant Don 
Philip," under àn expreſs Clauſe, 
that choſe States fall return to 
.the preſent Poſſeſſors in caſe that 
Prince die without Male Iffue, or 
he, or any of his Deſcendants,ſhall 
ſucceed to the Throne of Spain, 
or the Tube Siciliesi Am. 8. Com- 


— 
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given, du- 


miſſaries to be appointed, im. 
mediately, on all siche, to aſſemble 
at Nice and Bruſſels, to effectuate 
the reſpective Reſtitutions and 
Ceſſions. Art. 9. The King of 


Great-Britain ſhall ſend to France 


two Noblemen of the firſt Di. 
ſtinction, by Way of Heſtages, who 


are to remain there till certain Ad- 
vice is receiv'd of the Evacuation Þ 
of Cape-Breton, and all the Places Þ 
have been taken in]! 
Art. 10. Means 
as commodious as poſſible," for the 
Troops and Inhabitants, to he taken 


which ma 
the Zaſß-Indiet. 


in the general Evacuation” At. II. 
All the Papers and Records found 
in the Towns, to be reſtor'd, ex- 


r naming the Archives of 


chin. Art. 12. The King of 
-Sarzinia'to be maintain'd in the 
Poſſeſſion of all his Eſtates, prin- 
cipally thoſe ceded to him in 1743, 
excepting that Part of the Plat. 
Jantin he poſſeſſes; which he cede: 
to the Infant Don Philip. Ari. 
13. The Duke of Mogera to be 
re- eſtabliſned in all his Eſtates, 
and : Juſtice. done him in reſpect to 
the Allodial Effects which he 
poſſeſſed in the Dutchy of Guafalla. 
Art. 14. The Republick of Genoa 
tobe" re-eſtabliſhed in all the 
Poſſeſſions ſhe enjoy'd before the 
War; the Money they had in the 
Banks of Vienus and Turin, and 
which'was confiſcated; to be reſtor'd, 
and the Payment of the Intereſts 
to commence from the Day of the 
Exchange of the Ratifications. 
Artrg. Things to remain in Itachy, 
an the ſame Footing they were be- 
fore; the War, excepting the 
Oeſſions made to the King of 
Serine, ant the Infant Don Phi- 
lip. Art. 16. The Aſfento Treaty 


is con ſirmꝭd and Permiſſion grant- 


ed to fend: to the Span Veh. 
Indier, for four Vears, à Ship ex- 
traordinary, for: the Non- enjoy- 
ment of that Privilege durin the 

» ar, 


War. Ar 
of Dunki) 
are on tl 
Treaties 
d to 
py the 
Differenc 
Sums wil 
Britain, 
declar'd 
amicabl) 
of the 
regulate 
19. Th. 
Quadru 
the Su 
Great-Þ 
Hande 
Points. 
Majeſt) 
oy 
owers 
likewr! 
ner, t 
it-may 
preſen 
guarar 


and t 


' on the Sea- Side. 


War. Art. 17. The Fortifications 
of Dunkirk to remain as they now 
are on the Land-Side, but former 
Treaties to be obſerv'd with re- 
d to the Port, and the Works 
Art. 18. The 
Differences on the Subject of the 
Sums which the King of Great- 
Britain, as Elector of Hanover, 
declar'd to be due to him, to be 
amicably adjuſted; and the Affair 
of the Abbey of Sr. Hubert to be 
regulated at the ſame Time. Art. 
19. The Article of the Treaty of 
Quadruple Alliance, which ſecures 
the Succeſſion of the Crown of 
Great Britain to the Houſe of 
Hanbwer, is confirm'd in all its 
Points. Ain. 20. All his Britannicł 
Majeſty's German Dominions are 
1 by the contracting 
owers. Art. 21. They guaranty, 
likewiſe, in the moſt ſolemn Man- 
ner, the Pragmatic Sanction, that 
it may not be derogated from by the 
preſent * e 22. They 
guaranty, in like Manner, Sea, 
and the County of Glatæ, to his 


-» Pruſftan Majeſty. Art. 23. As 


alſo the Execution of all the Ar- 
ticles of the preſent Treaty. Arr. 
24. The Exchange of Ratifications 
to be made at Aix-la- Chapelle, 
within one Month, by the Mini- 
ſets of the contracting Powers, 
and, in ſix Weeks, by thoſe of 
the Powers which acceded thereto. 
There were two other Articles in 


-this Treaty; the iſt of which 


imports, That no conſequence is 
to be drawn from the Titles and 
Precedency wich the contracting 
Parties have taken in this Treaty; 
and the 2d, That no Advantage is 
to be taken ftom the Uſe of the 
French Lanner 
On — his Majeſty opened 
the Seffion” of Parliament with a 


moſt gracious Speech, in Return for 


which both Houſes e. moſt 
datiful Addreſſes, and received very 
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cordial Anſwers. On Dec. 16, a 
violent Hurricane, which laſted 
near eight Hours, did great Da- 
mage both at Land and Sea. At 
the latter End of the Month the 
Britiſh Troops arrived from Flan- 
dert. On the 28th, his Royal High- 
neſs the Duke arrived at St, 

ames's; the Earl of Suſſex and 

. were ſent to France, 
to reſide there as Hoftages, agreea- 
ble to the gth Article — the — 
recited 'Freaty-; and the French eva- 
cuated moſt of the Towns they 
had conqueted in Flanders, and 
forced the young Pretender out of 


their Territories, Who had refuſed 


to depart upon being required ſo 
to do by the King of Fraue. At 
this Period the Debt of the Na- 


tion amounted to the Sum of 
71, 340, 39 . 16 f. o d. 4, and 


there remained, in Caſh, in the 
Exchequer, towards the Payment 
of it, 100, 141 J. 9% 6 d. 

The principal Perſons that de- 


ceaſed in the Year 1748 were, 
5 the great and 116 
magnificent Duke of Somerſet; MI. 


Charles & 


liam Herbert, Marquis of "Powtes, 


the laſt Male of that Noble Fami- li 
ly ; Dr. Edmund Gib/on, Biſhop of 


London; Field Marſhal George 
Mae; 
mont; Sir Theodore\Fanſſen, a South- 


Sea Director in the fatal Fear 
intringham, a 
celebrated Phyſician; Dr. Same 
Patrick, Editor of Hedericus's exi- 


1720; Dr. Ciiſton 


con and +Ainfeworth's Dictionary; 


Miller, an experienced 


brated Diſſenting Divine, well 
known from his many uſeful Wri- 
tings; and the Rev. Dr. Balguy, 
Author of a Volume of Tracts in 
great Reputation. a * 


Fobn Percival, Earl of Eg. 


Jame, I homſan, the amiable 
Author of the Seafens ; Mr. Fo/eph WM 
Batanift ; 3 
Dr. Turnbull, Author of ſeveral 
Philoſophical and Jurifprudential Xi 
Treatiſes; Dr. Jaat Watts,a cele- 


If 
a 

* 
\ 


u 
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On Far. 18, 1749, a Special 
Sue = 0 - at Chiche/- 
ter, for the Trial of a Number 
of Smugglers, for the barbarous 
and moiſt horrid Murder of Mr. 
Galley,, a Cuſtom-Houſe Officer, 
and Mr. Chater, a Shoe-Maker ; 
when ſeven of them were con- 
vided, and receiv'd Sentence of 
Death; and one dying in Gaol, 
the other ſix were ſoon after exe- 


cuted. On the 17th, a Copy of 
the Preliminary Articles of Peace 
were laid before the Houſe of Com- 
mons, On Feb, 2, the King's 
Declaration of a General Peace was 
proclaim'd at the uſual Places 
in the Cities of London and Wet. 
iner, &c. On April 25, was a 
blick Thankſgiv ing for the Peace; 
and on the 27th, 4 grand Fire- 
work was play*d off, in Sight of 
— Number of Spectators, 
in the Green-Park, St. James, on 
the ſame: Occaſion. Murders and 
Robberies ſtill continuing to be 
very frequent in and about the 
Cities of Landon and Heſminſter, 
a Proclamation was publiſh'd in 
ama, | promiſing a Reward of 
E x60krover and above all other Re- 
wards, to be paid by the Lords of 

© the Treaſury, upon the Conviction 
dE any Murderer or Robber, in 

EF thoſe Cities, or within five Miles 
© iahercat On March y, the Lords 
f Trade and Plamations promiſed, 
ibyAdvertiſement, great Encourage- 
ment for the better Peopling and 
(Settling the Province of Nowa- Scotia 
in Nortbadmericeo'' This Project 
being much patroniged by Lord 

| lifax and other great Perſons, 
And countenanced by the Gvern- 
ment) mafiy Settlers went over, 
and it is now! become flouriſhing 
and important Colony. About the 
ſame Time Letters were receiv'd 
from Admiral Bat, dated Of. 
a7, 1749; adxiſing that he had 
been oblig'd to raiſe the Siege of 


Pondicherry, in the Eaft-Indies, on 
account of the vigorous Defence 
of the Beſieged, the Number of his 
Men kill'd, and the Inclemency of 
the Seaſon. 5 5 loſt, in this At- 
tempt, 757 Soldiers, 43 Artillery- 
Men, and 265 — and che 
Enemy near 500 Europeans. Advices 
having been receiv'd that the French 
had ſettled in the Iſland of Tobago, 
to the great Alarm of our Neu- 
tral Iſlands, a Courier was diſ— 
8 to the French Court, and 
don after the Duke of Bedford ac- 
quainted the Merchants by Letter, 
that the King of France diſclaim'd 
all Knowledge of ſych Proceedings, 
and had ſent orders to evacuate 
that Iſland. On May 7, the Duke 
of Modena arrived in England, 
zncognito, was cordially receiv'd at 
Court, and ſame Weeks after re- 
turned to Ztaly,. About the ſame 
Time the Barbar Corſairs made 
Prize of the Prince Fredericł 
Packet- Boat, from Liſbon; de- 
tain'd her near a Month at Alpiers ; 
and confiſcated all the Money and 
Jewels found on board her, under 
the Pretence of its being the Pro- 
perty of the Zexvs and Portugueſe. 
On Fune z, a dreadful. Fire, at 
Gla/gaw, in Scatlaua, reduc'd 150 
Dwelling- Houſes to Aſhes. Gn 
June 13, his Majeſty put an End 


to the Seſſion of Parliament with 


a; moſt gracious Speech from the 


Throne. On the 22d, Prince 


George, Chis preſent Majeſty) the 


Margrave 1 the Dukes 
of | eafor 


ary >Zreds, and the 
Earls of Ganbille and Albemarle, 


were elected Knights of the Garter ; 
and gn the [26thy Sir Berer Warren, 
« Sir f Edward Hawke, Sir Charles 
. Horwand,: Sit\Charle3 Amaiid Poulet, 
Sir John Moraaunt, and Sir John 
Sachwille, were inſtall'd Knights of 
the Bath, in Hnty yth's Chapel, 
ia Mninſter- Able. On the iſt 
of Jh a great Riot l 


in the 8 
by twyc 
uſed, 1 
They 1 
ber of 
venge, 
Goods 
ther-Be 
Wearit 
Proftiti 
The r 


Attem 


Fame 
Perſon 
Outraz 


en c 
an Ac 
tenant 


field N 


Morga 
mot t 


ſuant 


Marti 
that 


eee 
in the Strand, which was occaſion'd 
by two Sailors having been ill 
uſed, in a Houſe of ill Fame; 
They return'd with a great Num- 
ber of their Comrades, to take Re- 
venge, and demoliſhed all the 
Goods in the Houſe, cut the Fea- 
ther-Beds to Pieces, deſtroy'd the 
Wearing-Apparel, and turn'd the 
Proftitutes naked into the Streets. 
The next Day they made a like 


Attempt upon an Houſe of ill 
Fame in the Old Bailey. 1 71 


Perſons were apprehended for theſe 


Outrages, and one Beſavern Pen- 
er cbndemn'd and executed, as 
an Acceffary. On Faly 14, Lieu- 
tenant \Conchman; of the  Cheſter- 


fal Man of War, and Lieutenant 


Morgan, of the Marines, were 
ſhot to Death, at Poriſmouth, pur- 


ſuant to che Sentence of a Court- 


Martial, for running away with 
that Ship on the Coaſt of | Cuinen. 
On Aug. 12, a dreadful Fire broke 
out at Battle- Bridge, | Southwark, 
which conſum'd near 100 Houſes, 
to the Damage or above 50,000). 
On Now. 16, his Majeſty open'd 
the Seſſion of Parliament with a 
moſt. gracious Speech from the 
Throne; which was anſwer'd b 

very dyftiful Addreſſes from bot 

Houſes," and thoſe Addreſſes re- 
cetv'd as cordial a Return. On 
the 22d;' began a warm conteſted 
Flection for 4 Member for the 
"City: of. Weſtminſter, in the Room 
of Lord Thenthamz whoſe Seat was 
vucated on his being promoted to 
be a Lord of the Admiralty: That 
Gentleman and Sir Cenrge Vandl- 
gut ere the oppoſite Candidates; 
and after en Sesteſf the Attention 
of the Pablick: till May 5, in the 
next Vear, Lord Treatham- was 
declar'd to have a Majority of 1 A 
legal Voters, on the Scrutiny. On 
Der. 20, his Majeſty gave the 


\ Royal Aſtent to the Land- AX Bill 


of chree Skillings inthe Pound, and 


to the Bill for redueing the ſeveral 
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Annuities of four Pounds per Cent. 
per Ann. to the ſeveral Rates of 
Intereſt therein mention'd. In this 
Month Admiral Knowle; was try'd * 
by a Court-Martial on board the 
Charlotte Yacht, at Deptford, on 
account of ſome Allegations laid 
againſt him, in relation to an 
Action that happen'd on O. 1, 
1748, between a Squadron under 
his Command and a Spaniſb Fleet: 
The Admiral was found to have 
fallen ander Part of the Fourteenth 
Article of the Articles of Mar; 
namely, the Word NEGLIGENCE, and 
no other ; uud alſa under the'Taventy- 
third Article; and be was) accord- 
ingly reprimanded by the Court. 
As to foreign Affairs, this Vear, 
feu / occurred of any great Impor- 
tance, The Winter was ſo ſevere 
in Rufſia, that above 100 Perſons 
were frozen to Death in the Streets 
of Peterſburgh; and ſoon after the 
City ot Cazaz was conſumd by 
Fire. Don Philip took Poſſeſſion of 
Parma and Placentia, purſuant to 
the late Treaty. The Coutt of 
Raſſia having entertain'd ſome Sul. 
picions, that the Sezueder intended to 
change the Form of their Gavern- Þ 
ment after the Deathof their King, 
various Declarations: were made 
on each Side; and his Prufran Ma- 
jeſly, by Letter, deſired the King of 
. Great-Britain's good Ofnces to pre- 
vent the Interruption of the Peace of 
the North. The French accordingto 
all Accounts, were employing exety 
Means for reſtoring their Marins, 
which had been ſo rudely handled 
in the late: War! Great Swarms 
of Lotufls infoſted Poland, Bo- WM 
homia,'and ſeveral Parts of Ger- 
midi y, deſtroyin all-the Fruits of 
the Earth oon ane Pro- 
greſs. 31977  £19139.4 2104 4 DK K, 
Ihe moſt diſtinguiſhed Perſons 3M 
that died in 1749 were, i 
humane and | generous | Noblemang 
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Cobbam; John Lind/ey, the brave 
Farl of Crauufbrd; Admiral Sir 
John Norris; George, Lord Car- 
penter; that worthy Patriot, Sir 
"Watkin Williams Wynme ; Mr. Mag 
Cateſby, a laborious Naturaliſt, Au- 
thor of The Natural Hiſtory of 
Carolina and the Bahama and; 
Dr. Smallbroke, Biſhop of Litch- 
Feld and Coventry ; and Ambro/e 
Phillips, Eſq; a celebrated Poet. 
At the Beginnin 
—_ were received the melan- 
choly Advices, from Rear-Ad- 
miral Bo/cawen, in the Ea/t- Indies, 
dated April 20, 1749, That a Storm 
of Wind came on, at N. N. W. in 
the Night of the 12th of that 
Month, which continued all the 
next Day, in which his Majeſty's 


Ships, Namur, of 74 Guns, and 
E- Pembroke, of 60 Guns, were en- 
Arely loſt; and all their Crews, ſave 


two Midſhpmen and thirty-fix 
Seamen, periſned. The Apollo, of 
40 Guns and 350 Men, was loſt 
At Sea, and never more heard of. 
The Lincoln and Winchelſon, Eaft- 


India Ships, the Sz. Francis Ten- 


der, and nineteen Country Ships and 
Veilels, were all loſt, but the 
reateſt Part of their Crews ſaved. 

dthing, in ſhort, in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Fort St. David s, 
eſcaped the Storm; and the Sea- 


Shore, for many Leagues, was ftrew- 


ed with Wrecks and dead Bodies, 
On Jan. 15, a new Fiſh-Market 
was opened in the City of Vet- 
Winter. On Feb. 8, between Twelve 
and One at Noon, a Shock of an 
Earthquake was felt all over the 


P"Cities of London and Weſtminſter, 


and Parts adjacent; and ſome 


{ Chimneys, c. were thrown down; 
and in man 
were agitated in a very extraordinary 
Manner. 


Places the Waters 


At Half an Hour after 
Five o' Clock, on March 8, in the 


Morning, the Town was alarm'd, 


G E ON EH. 
Job, Duke & Montagu Field 
Marſhal Richard Temple, Viſcount 


of the Year © 


a ſecond Time, with a more ſevere 
Shock than the former, attended 
with a hollow ruſtling Noiſe, as of 
Wind; and Numbers of People 
were awakened from their Sleep by 
its Violence: However, provi- 
dentially, no Miſchief happen'd, 
except the Throwing-down of 
ſeveral Chimneys, and the Dama- 
ging of ſome Houſes. In ſome Places 
the Shock was ſo violent, that 
the People ran from their Beds and 
Houſes, almoſt naked, in the great- 
eſt Conſternation at this very un- 
uſual Viſitation. Preceding the 
Shock, there was obſerved a con- 
tinual, tho* confus'd Lightning, 
till within a Minute or two of its 
being felt, which darted very low, 
and the Flaſhes were very ſtrong. 
It was felt in Eher, Surry, and 


- Kent, as well as in moſt Parts of the 


County of Midaleſex; and in all the 
four Ganter the Panick was uni- 
verſal: A ſerious Air ſat on every 
Countenance, for ſome Time after 
this terrible Alarm: The Pulpits 
and the Preſs were employ'd in 
calling a degenerate People to Re- 
pentance, and in deprecating the 
Wrath of Heaven: Enthuſiaſts 
prognoſticated ſtill greater Evils 
to enſue; and Vice was, for a little 
Space, out of Countenance. But 
ſoon all this was forgot; the Wicked 
return'd to their . and the 
Weak forgot their real, as well 
as their imaginary Terrors. On 
the 18th, between Five and Six in 
the Evening, an Earthquake was 
felt at Goſport, Portſmouth, and in 
the Ifle of Wight; which greatly 
terrified and ſurprized th Ihabi⸗ 
tants. On April 12, after paſſing 
a Bill for- the Encouragement 4 the 
White-Herring Fiſhery, a Bill for 
aſſigning and improving of the Trade 
to Africa, and ſeveral other Bills, 
both publick and private, his Ma- 


jeſty cloſed the Seſſion of Parlia- 


ment with a moſt gracious Speech 
Sabha trom 
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from the Throne. On the 16th, 
Admiral Bo/ſcawven with the Re- 
mains of his Squadron arrived from 
tha aft - Indien. The Keel-Men 
at Newcaſtle aſſembled in great 
Numbers, 6000 and upwards, and 
refuſed to work for ſix or ſeven 
Weeks ; but at length they were 
induced to return to their Buſineſs. 


On the 2oth, died Sir Samuel Pen- 
| nant, Lord Mayor of London, whoſe 


Death I mention, becauſe it was 
occaſioned by an infectious Diſtem- 
per, ſuppoſed to be the Gaol Fever, 
caught at the Seſſions-Houſe in the 
Old Bailey : Twenty other Gentle- 
men died of the ſame Diſeaſe; 
and amongſt them, Mr. Baron 
Clarke, Judge Abney, and Sir Daniel 
Lambert, Knight and Alderman. 
A Pardon was, about the ſame 
Time, granted to Capt. Clarke, a 
Sea- Commander, who had been 
condemn'd to die, for the Murder 
of Capt. Janes, whom he had kill'd 
in a Duel. On July 5, arrived the 


firſt Parcel of Herrings caught by the 


Buſles of the newly incorporated 
Society of the Free Britiſh Fiſhery, 
off Shetland. About the ſame 
Time, the Prince and Princeſs of 
Wales, with the Lady Auguſta, 
their eldeſt Daughter, made a 
Tour to the Weſt of England, and 
were receiv'd every where with the 
1 Honour and Reſpect. On 
the 11th, a great Storm of Hail and 
Rain laid the Streets of the Metro- 
polis and its Environs under Water, 
and did great Damage to the Garden- 
Grounds. 


Daughter, viſited Southampton and 


the Iſle ofͤ Vit, ben every. 
where receiv'd with moſt affection- 
ate Congratulations. On Spt. 30, 


a violent Shock of an 1 
was felt in Northamptonſbire, Leiceſ- 


terſpire and Lintolnſbire. On O. 


On l. 


In Augaſt, the Prince 
and Princeſs of Valet, with their 
two youngeſt Sons, and their eldeſt 


477 
25, the Prince of Wales went 
in State to Fiſhmongers-Hall, in 
Thames Street, where heing proper- 
ly receiv'd and ſcated, Lieutenant 
eneral Oglethorpe addreſſed his 
Royal Highneſs in an handſome: 
Speech, which was very graciouſly 
anſwered ; when the Charter bein 
Query +: and preſented to his 
oyal Highneſs, as Governor of 
the Society, he was pleaſed to 
return it to the Care of Sling 
Bethell, Eſq; the Preſident. After 
having particular Honours paid 
him, he returned in the ſame Man- 
ner to Leicefler-Houſe, having 
charm'd every one by his ma | 
engaging and captivating Af 
fability. On Nep. 17, the Ne. 
Bridge at Meſtminſter was opened, 
and anſwer'd all the Expectations 
of the Publick: In 'Nowember a 
a new Treaty was concluded be- 
tween his Majeſty and the Emperot 
of Morocco, and an Agreement was 
made for the Redemption of ſixty 
Britiſ Captives. A Deſenſive 
Treaty, or Convention, was -alſs 
enter'd into, between his Majeſty 
and Spain, for ſettling all Diſputes 
between the two Nations. WT 
Great Tumults and Diſorders 
happened this Vear in the Seven 
United Provinces; and ſome of the 
Voters at Haerlem were kill'd. On 
June 27, à terrible Earthquake 
almoſt deſtroy'd the Ifland of 
Cerigo, in the Archipelago; und 
above 2000 of the Inhabitants» 
periſhed. ' '' Some Time 
they had alſo been greatly alarmds 
by Earthquakes: in many Parts of 
France, Germany, c On Fuly 3 
John, King of Portugul, deceas d, 
and was 
Son, Jaſepl. About that Time 
a new” Treaty of Subſidy,” between 
the Maritime Powers and the. 
Elector of Bacsaria, Was ſign'd ut 
Hererhailſen, near Hanover, 1 
| bt * T5 
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his Majeſty then was, on a Viſit 
to his German Dominions. In 
September, his Pruſſian Majeſty 
eſtabliſh'd a Company at Emb- 
den, to trade to the Eaft-Indies. 
'The Perſons of Note, who de- 
 'ceas'd in the Year 1750, were 
Algernon, Duke of Somer/et ; Charles, 
Duke of RichnArd; Thomas Mathon 
Wentworth, Marquiſs of Rocking- 
ham; Henry Herbert, Farl of Pem- 
broke ; Willem Legge, Earl of Dari- 
mouth ; Viſcount Torrington ; Ad- 
miral Sir Chaloner Ogle; Rt. 
Hon. Stephen Poyntz, formerly 
Preceptor to the Duke of Cumber- 
land; Mr. Gordon, Author of 
The Independent © Whig, &c. Dr. 
Conyers Midadleton, an excellent 
Divine; Dr. Fohn Jon, an 
eminent Phyſician ; Aaron Hill, Eſq; 
the Poet; and Mr. Solomon Lowe, 
a learned and ingenious Critick. 
On Fan. 17, 1751, his Majeſty 
opened the Seſſion of Parliament 
with a moſt gracious Speech, in 
which he acquainted them, that 
he had concluded a Treaty 
with the King of Spain, where- 
by ſuch particular Differences, 
as could not be ſettled in a 
General Treaty, had been ami- 
cably adjuſted. On Feb. 5, a Pro- 
clamation was iſſued, promiſing 
a Reward of 1000l. for apprehend- 
ing the Author, for OE of the 
Printers 500/. and for each of the 
Publiſhers pol. of a treaſonable 
Piece, entitled Conſtibutional Queries, 
which Piece was alſo burnt by the 
Common Hangman. On March 
20, his Royal Highneſs Frederick- 
Lexis, Prince of Wales, departed 


this Life, to the extreme Regret 


of his Royal Father, and the whole 
Nation, to which he had greatly 
endeared himſelf by his many pub- 
lick and private Virtues. His Death 
was occaſioned by a Cold, which 
Was followed by a Pleuriſy, and 
thus carried him off in the forty- 
ſixth Year of his Age. This me- 
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N Event was the Occaſion of 
ddreſſes of Condolence from both 
Houſes of Parliament, Ec. Se. 
On April 13, the Remains of his 
Royal Highneſs were depoſited, 
with great Pomp and Ceremony, 
in a Vault in Henry the VIIth's 
Chapel; the Duke of Scmer/et be- 
ing Chief Mourner. On the zoth, 
Letters Patent paſs'd the Great 
Seal of Great-Britain, creating his 
eldeſt Son George-Milliam, (our pre- 
ſent moſt gracious Sovereign) 
Prince of Great-Britain, Prince of 
Wales, and Earl of Chefter. On May 
22, his Majeſty gave the Royal 
Aſſent to a Bill for providing for 
the Adminiſtration of the Government, 
in caſe it ſhould 458554 to any of the 
Children of his late Royal Highn:/; 
under the Age 75 18 Years, &c. &c. 
A Bill for altering the Stile, and 
regulating the Commencement cf 
the Year 5 and to ſeveral other 
Bills. The firſt Bill being ren- 
dered of no Importance, as his 
pt Majeſty was at Age before 

e aſcended the Throne, I ſhall 
take no Notice of its Contents; 
and as to that for regulating the 
Commencement of the Year, Sc. 
it was thereby enacted, That the 
Year ſhould commence on Jan. 1, 
and that the New Stile ſhould be 
uſed, in all the King's Dominions, 
as being nearer to the true Courſe 
of the Sun, by three Days in 400 
Years. On June 25, his Majeſty 
put an End to the Seſſion with a 
very gracious Speech from the 
'Throne : On that Day, conſequent- 
ly, Mr. Murray, Brother of Lord 


Elibank, was diſcharg'd from his 


Confinement in Newgate, who had 
been committed thereto, ſome Time 
before, by the Houſe of Commons, 
for ſome irregular Behaviour at the 
N eſiminſter Election, and fer 
menacing the High Bailiff of V- 
minſten in the Execution of his 
Office. On O#. 11, died his Moſt 
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Serene Highneſs Milliam, Prince of 
Orange and Naſſau, Son-in-Law 
of his Majeſty, in the 41ſt Year 
of his Age, of a Quinſey, leaving 
Iſſue a Daughter, the preſent 
Princeſsof Naf/au Weilbourgh, and 
a Son, Prince Villiam, the preſent 
Prince of Orange, and Stadtholder 


of the Seven United Provinces. 


On Oc. 25, the Society of An- 
tiguaries were incorporated by his 
Majeſty's Charter, On Nov. 14, 
the Parliament met, and his Ma- 
jeſty, in his Speech to both Houſes, 
defired them ſeriouſly to think of 
Means for putting a Stop to Pro- 
fligacy, Irreligion, Gaming, Tc. 
which indeed were arrived, about 
this Time, to a very alarming 
Height. On Nov. 21, was an 
Eclipſe of the Moon, which be- 
gan after Eight, and ended at Eleven, 
eight Digits being eclipſed. A 
Proclamation was ifſue 
30th, promiſing a Reward of 500/. 
for apprehendingthe afore-mention- 
ed Mr. Murray; and on the 2oth 
of December an Expreſs arrived with 
the melancholy "Tidings of the 
Death of her Majeſty, Lowi/a, Queen 
of Denmark, his Majeſty's youngeſt 
Daughter. 

In the Beginning of this Year, 
three Parts of the City of Fiume 
were ſwallowed up by an Earth- 
quake. In April, Frederick, King 
of Szweden, and Landgrave of He- 
Cagel, departed this Life, and was 
ſucceeded by Acdolphus-Frederick, 
of Helſtein Futin, Biſhop of Lu- 
beck, who had been appointed his 
Succeſſor by the Dyet of Swede. 
A dreadful Eruption of Mount 
Peſuwius did incredible Damage in 
the Neighbourhood of that Volcano; 
and in Septeinber, our Sugar-Iſlands 
ſuffered, By a violent Hurricane, 
to the Amount of above 200,000/. 
On the 11th of the ſame Month, 
an Hurricane happened alſo at 
Jamaica, wherein near thirty. Sal] 


on the 
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of Veſſels were loſt, Numbers of 
Perſons periſhed, and prodigious 
Damage was done to the Whole 
Iſland : Advice arrived from Con- 
anti nople, that in the preceding 
Summer 70,000 People had been 
carried off by - the Plague in that 
Capital. 

'The principal Perſons that de- 
ceaſed in the Year 1751 were, 
Francis Scott, Duke of Buccleugh, 
Grandſon of the unfortunate Duke 
of Monmouth ; John Hervey, Earl 
of Briftel ; Henry St. John, the late 
Viſcount Bolingbroke; Admiral Mar- 
thews, and Dr. Freind, late Maſter 
of Weſtminſter School. 

In January, 1752, a Copy of a 
Treaty of Peace and Commerce 
between his Majeſty and the King- 
dom of Tripoly, and another of a 
Treaty of Peace and Commerce 
with the State of Tunis, concluded. 
by the Miniſtration of Commodore 
Keppel, were tranſmitted home b 
that Gentleman. On March 26, 
his Majeſty gave the Royal Aſſent 
to a great 132 of Bills, and 
particularly that for better prevent: 
ing the horrid Crime of Murder; by 
which it is enacted, That all Perſons 
convicted of Wilful Murder Mall 
be executed on the next Nay but 
one following that on which the 
Sentence is pronounced, which it 
ſhall be immediately on Convic« 
tion, except it falls on a Sunday, 
when they ſhall be executed on the 
Monday following: Afterwards 
their Bodies ſhall be delivered to the 

Company of Surgeons, to be diſſect- 
ed, or, in, the Country, to ſuch 
Su-geon or Surgeons as the Judges of 
Aſſize ſhall direct. After the Sen- 
tence ſhall be paſſed, the Murderer 
ſhall be fed on Bread and Water 
only, Sc. Le. This new Proviſion, 
or tome other, againſt this abomina- 
ble Crime, ſeem'd to be greatly 
wanted, as many atrocious Mu- 


ders were committed about this 


Time: 
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Time; Miſs, Blandy, of, Henle on 


F Tharmes, Was executed | 
ing her Father; Elizabeth Jen, 


(with Jobs K, his Servant) for b 


the © Murder of her” Uncle; and 


Capt, LE, for the Murder of his 


Cabin Boy; all within Tix Months, 
befide many other ſhocking Tra- 
gedies of the ſame_Kind.. Advice 
arrived” from Guinea, 
French had been driven from An- 
namabto, by Commodore Buckle, 
where they were making, a Settle- 
ment, contrary to the Faith of Trea- 
ties. On the 4th of June, Prince Ed- 
dard, the þ 

Proxy, the Earls of Lincoln, Win- 
chelſea, and Cardigan, were inſtalled 


Gn F of the Garter, at Vindſor. 


On June 27, adreadful Fire broke 
out in Lincoln's-Inn New-Square, 
which conſumed two Sets of Cham- 
bers, deſtroying great Quantities 
of valuable and important Wri- 
tings, Deeds, and Plate, Money, 
Se. On July 2, the Truſtees of 
his Mall 


jeſty, and his Succeflors, the Char- 
ter granted to them in the Year 
1719; and a Grant paſſedthe Great 


Heirs and Succeſſors, with the ſaid 
Charter, On July e 
a Bookſeller, was tried upon an 
Information. for publiſhin 
Caſe of the Hon, Alexander Murray; 
when the jury brought in their 
Verdict, Not Guilty. September, 


Advice arrived from the Eaſt-Indies, 


where War was carried on by the 
two Companies, that Col. Cliue 
had obliged. the Franch to retire 
from before, Free, and had gained 
many other... 
over them. 


. in the Ea = Ia , 
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bein 


.Longon with a  congratulatory Ad- 
dreſs, thereon, hien Majrſty Was 


that the 


rince of Orange by 
blown down a 


's Colony of Geargia, _ 
in America, ſurrendered to his Ma- 


Jah 6, Mr. Oven, 
- = 


% 


the Natives: Upon his Maieſty“s 


or poiſon- 


Arrival, this, Year, from his afual 
Viſitato his, German Daminions, 
MWaited upon by the City ot 


Netz to confer the Honour ot 
nighthood on the Lord Mayor, 
Cr Gaſcgyne, Eſq; the Recorder, 
the two Sheriffs, and the Cham- 


berlain. Advice ſoon aſter arrived, 
that on Sept. 16 A violent Hurri- 
cane at ( Harles- Tan, in South- 
Carolina, had driven all the Veſ- 
ſels in the Harbour on Shore, 


ruined the Wharfs and Bridges, and 
reat Number of 
Houſes; Sc. IL 
by this fatal Storm was immenſe; 
and Plantations thirty, Miles round 
Charles-Toxun were ſwept clear, and 


had all their Buildings quite de- 


moliſhed.; Numbers of Lives and 
much Cattle were loſt, and in ſhort 


the Devaſtation was extremely de- 


lorable. On the zoth of the ſame 
onth, another violent Hurricane 
added greatly to the Diſtreſs of 
this ſuffering Colony, tho' it did 


more Damage in the Country than 
| at Charles-T own. | 
Seal, inveſting his Majeſty, . his 


Advice arrived; this Year, that 
by a dreadful-Fire.near ;o00touſes 


were conſumed at -Me/cow,- Capi- 
tal of the Ruſfan Empire. That 
intriguing Stateſman Cardinal Al. 


beroni paid his Debt to Nature. The 


Troubles in Cerſica rele to à very 
great Height, there being three 


arties on foot, one for the Cenocſe, 
one for the French, ànd the third 


for the Independency of the Ifland 
Zagainſt both 'Therewaroſe alſo, 


this Vear, great Diſputes between 


ügnal Adxantages the King and the Clergy of France, 
Thee Pidlurbances 


| in relation to che Paration of 


their Revenues, and between the 


cCaſioned by the Intrigues of che. latter and the Parliament of Paris, 
French Company's Officers, andeby about the Conſtitution Lutgenitus. 


thoſe of both. f Companies enga- 


ging too much in the Quarrels of 


— The Perſons: of moſt Note, Who 


died in 1752, were; Jahn Murray, 
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General Officers ; Dr. Peploe, Biſhop 
of Chefter ; Dr. Butler, Biſhop of 
s Durbam's Dr. Benſon, Biſhop of 
8 Gloutefler ; that learned Divine and 
Mathematician, Mr. Villiam Whi/- 
ton; Dr. Cromwell Mortimer, Secre- 
© tary to the Royal Society; William 
5 Che/elden, a ſkilful Surgeon ; Dr. 
Munro, Phyſician to Berhlem Heß 


. 
7 7 75 


pital; Sir John Hynde Cotton, a 
. Ready Pate ; Vice-Admiral Sir 
{- I peter Warren ; Sir Henry Penrice, 
e, late Judge of the Admiralty; and Sir 
nd. WW bn Boſworth, Chamberlain of 
6t London. 
ne. At the Beginning of the Year 
e; [I 1753, the French began to be very 
nd W| troubleſome, and to practiſe their 
nad old Intrigues in America : They aſ- 
le- [| faulted a Truck-Houſe in the Tg- 
nd tabee Nation, at the Back of Y:r- 
rt I ginia, and carried the Eugliſb there- 
le- in, with ſome of the Indians, Cap- 
ne tives to Canada. Advice alſo ar- 
ne rived that the French at Loui 
of bourgh had ſent a Party of In- 
id dians to diſtreſs the newly-eſta- 
an bliſhed Colony of Nowa- Scotia, who 
| had committed many FHoſtilities. 
at On Fan. 11, his Majeſty opened 
ſes the Seſſion of Parliament with a- 
i moſt { racious Speech: The Bills 
lat that were moſt warmly debated in 
14 both Houſes, in this Seſſion, were, 
he that for Naturalizing the Jes, 
ry which was violently oppoſed both 
ee within Doors and without, and oc- 
e, cafioned ſuch a Prejudice in the 
rd Minds of the People, that, tho? 
nd it paſſed into a Law at the Cloſe 
ſo, of the Seſhon, it was thought 
en expedient to get it ed at the 
ce, Beginning of the next. That for 
of better preventing clandeſtine Mar- 
he riages alſo was the Occaſion af 
1, great Debates, and dhe Strength 
11. of Argument ſeemed to lie on che 
ho Side of the Qppoſition ; however, 
it palled, and receiv'd the Royal 


H. 
Aſſent on June 7, when his Ma- 
jeſty put an End to the Seſſion. 

In January, his Prufſiaen Majeſty 
tranſmitted a Memorial to the 
Britiſß Court, reclaiming certain 
Veſſels that had been taken by 
Engliſb Cruizers in the Courſe of 
the late War, and threatening to 
ſtop Payment of the Sila Loan 
till he received due Satisfaction. 
The King laid this Memorial before 
the Attorney and Sollicitor General, 
Sc. who gave an ample and ſatis- 
factory Anſwer to all the Allegations 
contain'd therein; but notwith- 
ſtanding, when, ſome Vears after, 
we contracted an Alliance with 
that Monarch, Satisfaction was 
made to him, as his Friendſhip 
was then became neceſſary. About 


May, great Tumults aroſe, and 
Diſorders were committed, in the 


City of Briftol, by an Inſurrection 
of the Colliers ; and ſeveral Lives 
were loſt before they could be quell- 
ed, 
Cameron was drawn to, and hang'd 
and quartered at Tyburn, for High- 
Treaſon, as being attainted for 
his Concern in the late Rebellion. 


He had been taken in Scotland, en- 


deavouring to ſpirit up new 


Troubles, about two Months be- 


fore. On the 8th of that Month 
a Shock of an Earthquake was felt 
in ſeveral Places in the N. W. 
Parts of England. On the 1oth of 
Fuly, the Village of Helmes-Chapel, 
in Cheſhire, was totally deſtroy'd 
by a dreadful Fire. On Nov. 15, 
his Majeſty opened the Seſſion of 
Parliament with a moſt gracious 
Speech ; and Toon after, the Land- 
ax-Bill of two Shillings in the 
Pound, the Malt-Tax, Mutiny, 
and ſeveral other Bills, receiv'd the 
R 
Debates ran very high in [reland, 
where a Difpute had occurred be- 
tween the Miniſtry and the Pars 
liament of that Kingdom, in a 
I 'i | Caſe 
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On June 7, Dr. Archibald 


al Aſſent. About this Time 
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Caſe where the Prerogative was on 
one Side concerned, and the Liber- 
ties of the People and the Inde- 
pendency . of Parliament on the 
other; and many Patriots were turn- 
ed out of their lucrative and ho- 
nqurable Employments for tickling 
againſt 916 Court. On Dec. 27, 
ſix Knights of the Bath were pri- 
2 inſtalled, in Henty the VII th's 
r 
The Whale-Fiſhery, which had 
for ſome Vears been revived and 
carried on with great Spirit by 
this Nation, was remarkably ſuc- 
cefsful this Year; not one Ship was 
loft, and the 48 Sail ue eped 
brought home 144 Whales and a 
renn aer 
The Diſputes between the Par- 
liament and 3 0 * of France 
fill continued, and had arrived to 
great Inveteracy on both Sides ; 
and the King declaring in Favour 
of the Prelates, the Members of all 
the Chambers, except the Great 
Chamber, were baniſhed, and the 
uſnal Adminiſtration of Tuſtice 
ceaſed in Paris and its Environs ; 
and at length the Members of the 
Great Chamber were likewiſe ſent 
into Exile, The Town of St. Re- 
mo, refuſing to agree to ſome arbi- 
traxy Impolitions of their Maſters, 
the Republick of Genca, was bom- 
'barded, ſeveral of their Chiefs be- 
headed, and an intolerable- Fine 
impoſed upon that Town and Di- 
TT OO 
The Perſons. of moſt Note, Who 
departed this World in 1753, were, 
Dr. Berkeley, the excellent and pub- 
lick-ſpirited Biſhop of Cloyne ; Sir 
Hans Sloane, an eminent Phyſician 
and Virtuoſo ; Mr, Tuſtice Barnet, 
3 Son of Dr. Gilbert Burnet, 
ate Biſhop of Salijbary; Commo- 


dore Bread, who in concert With 


Admiral” einen took Porto-Belle ; 
and Dr. James F Her, a celebrated 
4 7 4 
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Preacher and amiable Divine a- 
mongſt the Diſſenters. | 
At the Beginning of February. 

1754, Was a very hard Froſt; and 
the River Thames, Weſtward, was 
filled with Ice ſo as to hinder the 
Navigation, and Perſons paſſed and 
repaſſed it on Foot, above King for: 
Bridge, On March the 5th, the 
Seſſion of Parliament was opened; 
and, in the Courſe thereof, an Act 
was paſſed to puniſh Mutiny and 
Deſertion in the Officers and Soldi- 
ers of the Ex/t-India Company; 
and many others. On April the 6th, 
the King put an End to the Seſſion; 
and, on the 8th, the Parliament Was 
diſſolved by Proclamation, and a 
new one ordered; the Writs for 
that Purpoſe bearing Date April 
the gth, and returnable on May 31. 
Many of the Elections were warm- 
ly conteſted, particularly thoſe for 
the City of London and the Coun- 
ty of Oxford. On May the ziſt, 
the new Parliament met, and was 
opened by Commiſſion ; the Com- 
mons again choſe the Right Hon, 
Arthur Onflow their Speaker, and 
on June 5, this ſhort Seſſion ended. 
On Nev. 14, the Parhament met 
again, and his Majeſty opened the 
Seſſion with a moſt gracious Speech, 
and ſeveral Bills were paſſed before 
the Cloſe of the Year, 

Many Diſputes aroſe between our 
Merchants and the Court of Portu- 

at; and, after much Altercation, 

is Portugueſe Majeſty agreed to 
permit the Exportation of Gold, 
coined or uncoined, upon the Pay- 
ment of a Duty of 2 /. per Cent. 

Advice was received from Virgi- 

nia, that the French had built three 
Forts upon the Ohe, on the Lands 
of which a Grant had been made 
by his Majeſty to ſeveral Gentle- 
men of London and Virginia; and at 
the latter End of the Vear, Col. 
Maſsbington, being ſent 1 
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Aich a Party to diſlodge them, was 
attacked by a ſuperior Force, and 
defeated, with the Loſs of 150 kill- 


ed, and 750, waunded, On Au 19, 


a Shock; of an Earthquake was felt 
in Torkforre, and. Pe. the Nor- 
thern Coaſts of the Kingdom. Ad- 
vice arrived, about the ſame Time, 
of ſeveral ſignal Advantages gained 
by Major Stringer Laurence, in the 
Eaſt-Indies, over the French. In Odiso- 


ber, two Regiments were ordered 


to be raiſed, in America, under Col. 
Shirley, and Sir William Pepperell. 


In the ſame Month the River Rye, 


at Helmſley in Yorkfhrre,. overflowed, 
and deſtroyed ſeveral People, much 
Cattle, many Houſes, Barns, &c. 
An . alſo did great Miſ- 
chief at Conſtantinople, deſtroyed 
two Thirds of Grand Cairo in 
Egypt, and buried near 40,000 Per- 
ſons in the.Ruins. 'The Parliament 
of Paris, towards the Cloſe of the 
Year, were. recalled from their Ex- 
ile, and reſtored to their Func- 
tions. | | 

The moſt remarkable Affair that 
employed, however, the Attention 
of the Publick this Vear, was that 
of Elizabeth Canning, who pretend- 
ed to have been robbed by two 
Fellows in Moorelds, about Fen in 
the Evening, on New-Year's-Day, 
1753, and afterwards dragged to 
te Houſe. of one Mrs. Wells, at 
Enfield-Waje, where Menaces and 
Confinement were made uſe of to 
induce her to turn Proſtitute ; and 
an old Gipſy, one Mary Squires, 


{tripped her of her Stays. During 


her Confinemenr, of near a Month, 


ſhe had no other Subſiſtence, ſhe 


ſaid, but a Quartern Loaf, and a 
Gallon of Water. After ſo long 
2 Durance, ſhe took an dee 
nity of pulling down ſome Boards 
which were nailed before the Win- 
dow, made her Eſcape, and came 
to her Mother's, in a very miſera- 


ble naked Condition, almoſt de- 


non cen 
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prived of her Senſes. On the 8th 
of February the ſameYear, one YVertae 
Hall, a young Proſtitute in the ſame 
Houſe, _ confed Ie bold Wit- 
neſs to the above ill Uſage and Cons 
finement, after a long rr 
before Mr. Fielding, a Juſtice of 
Peace. 'The Gipſy and Mrs, Wells 
were. thereupon. tried at the Ola. 
Bailey; the former received Sen- 
tence of Death, and the latter to 
be branded and, impriſoned ſix 
Months, as an Acceſlaty after the 
Fact. Some Time after, poſitive 
Evidence being produced, that Ma- 
ry Squires was at Abbotſbury when 
it was depoſed the Robbery was 
committed, and Vertue Hall havin 

retracted her Evidence before the 
Lord Mayor; that Magiſtrate, ſur- 
prized at the many Improbabilities 
and Abſurdities in Canning's Story, 
undertook to diſcuſs it to the Bot- 
tom, for the Sake of Truth and Ju- 
{tice: The Friends of Canning, on the 
other Side, were convinced of her 
Innocence, and the Truth of her 
Relation; and the two Parties 


formed on this Occaſion divided 


both Town and Country, and 
this Affair was the conſtant Topic 
of Diſcourſe and Diſpute for almoſt 
a Twelvemonth: Pamphlets and 
Papers were written on each Side, 
with no inconfiderable Degree of 
Acrimony; much | lI-blood was 
bred, and ſcandalous Liberties were 
taken with the Characters of thoſe, 
on both Sides, who were principal- 


ly concerned, His Majeſty ordered 


the whole Affair to be laid before 
the Attorney and Sollicitor Gene- 
ral, upon whoſe Report Squires was 
pardoned, Elizabeth Cannug was 
{ſoon after indicted and tried for 
Perjury, , at the Old- Bailey; and: 
during her Trial, which laſted 
many Days, the Court adjourning 
from Time to Time, there were” 
great Mobs and Riots about the». 
Seſſions-Houſe; and the Lord May- 
11 2 | or, 
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or, Sir Criſp Gaſcoſue, wil often 
inſulted and ahuſe in his. Paſſage 
to and from the Court; The Jury; 
however, brought her in Zuilty. 
and, ſhe was r TI 

t two. of Q hurymen 1 

made; Oath, that: the Vendich they 

given Was not agreeable; to 
their © Conſciencęs, (lor, tho? they 
believed her guilty of Perjury; 2 
did not believe cher guilty. 
and. corrupt Perjuty ith ane 
for the Friſoner moved a hew 

Trial ; which Fi : HIng next 
0 We. 8 of 

udges, t ave pini- 

on, . od one, 

and perfectly agreeable to ke Evi- 

dence, and — bg in Conclaſion, 

ſne was ſentenced D Month's Im- 

iſonment, and to be tranſported 
ſeven Years, *. ö 

The moſt noted Perſons, Se 
| bed this Year, were, Jabn Lewveſon 
Gower, Earl Gower; Sir William 
Lee, Lord Chief Juſtice of the 
Kine" s-Bench ; Right Hon. Henry 
Pelham, Chancellor of the Zxche- 

wer, and Prime Miniſter ſince the 
* of the late Earl of Or- 
| {ds Dr. Richard. Mead, the cele- 

ated Phyſician ;- Sir Zahn Strange, 
Maſter of the Rolls; Marin Folkes, 
Eſq; Prefident of the Royal Socie- 
Mr. James Gibbs, a ſkilful 
Artbiredt; Mr, Abraham De Mol ure, 
the Mathematician 3 and the well⸗ 


Henry Fielding 
The Be fene the 3 
3755 was — by 45 
kee. of! eyery Kind, 
9 was a warm Prefs ſor Se 


2 Fay 


men and Landmen 3 for wow. the 
Deſigns. of the French became f 
apparent, Advices, eyery Mont 
n of1,the Incroachmentz of 
that per fidious P Pegple, in Auerica; 
and 2 8 8 th Wafer 2 4 


_ out let at Breft 
e | A wa ſuppoſed 
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t be deſtined for that Part of the 
Worlds On otfarchs 26; his Ma- 
joſty ſentaas Meſfage 40 the Houſe 
o Lords, ſigniſying the: Neceſſity 


au ing dur Forces by Sea 
and) Land, in order to. provide for 
the i decurity of car Colonies in 


Amdricay as well cal free Defence 
of: hie Kingdoms to which Mel- 
fage both!) Houſes+\retuirned warm 
7 dutiful Addreſſes. In April, 
Advioe arrived that Commodore 
Keppel with his Squadron, and the 
Land Forces ſent to that Part of 
the World, under the Command 
of General Breda, to the Suc- 
cour of the Colonies, were ſafely 
artivedain Hginia. The whole 

tion was now: incenſed, to the 
laſt Degree; at the perfidious Con- 
duct of the- French! in America; fo 
that moſt of che conſiderable 
Towns and Corporations in the 
Kingdom gave Rewärds, in ad- 
dition to his Majeſty's Bounty, for 
the —— of Seamen and 
Landmen, to enter into his Ma- 
jeſtyꝭs Service. Fifty Companies 
of Marines were ordered to be 
raiſed, and the Admirals Beſcacben 
and Mo n, with a Squadron of 
fifteen Sail of the Line, à Frigate 
and a Sloop, having two Regi- 
ments on ard. failed fort Norrh- 
America. On the 27th» of May, 
Admiral Holbdnr ne: falled. with a 
Squadron of Men of War, to re- 
in force Ad ral) Boſtarwen; two 
Ships of whoſe Squadron, the 
Dunkirk and:Di amt, on Juue 10, 
falling in with two: French Men 
af War, the Alcide, of 64 Guns and 


a- 255 Men, and the Hy pierced for 


Guns, but maunting only 42, 
and, having, eight Companies of 
Land- Forees on board, which were 
ſeparated from the French Fleet 
Zunder M. de la Mathe, a Skirmiſſi 
Sappened, in which the Alriae and 
Lys were taken. Soon after, Sir 
Edward Have filed from Port 


mouth, 


1 with: 


E OR 
a ſtrong' Squadron, 
and the Duke . pb, the 
PFrinch Ambaſſador, "departed this 
ingdom. Advice about the 
ſame Time, arrived, that Col. 
. N in Won Scotia, with a 
arty of Regulars and ſome Frre- 
wry ip Bad taken the important 
foi of 1Benu/cjour and Bay Ferre 
from the Paal; with very little 
Lofs: But, as more than a Coun- 
terbalance for the late good News, 
the melancholy Tidings” arrived, 
that the Mam, of Guns, was 
loft at the Mouth of Halli fur 
Harbour, and, from Virginiu, thut 
Major-GeherabBraxdock, marching 
through the Woods, to Fort Du 
nene, with 1200 Men and © to 
Pieces. of Artillery, was ſuddenly 
attacked, by a 1 of French and 
Thdians, who tired from behind the 
Trees and Bufties ;” and our Men, 
thus affaulted, and not being able 
to ſee che Enemy, fell into Confu- 
ſion ; the General, Col. Sir Peter 
Haltere, with many Officers of 
Note, and 200 Men, were kit- 
led, about 4o0 wounded, and 
the Remains of our ſcattered 
Troops retreated to join thoſe un- 
der the Command of Col. Dunbar, 
left at Milli Creek," which confiſted 
of abdut 800 Men, with moſt” of 
the Bagg ggage of the Army, 
who ſoon after further Sealed 
_ his whole Corps to Penffl bi- 
In the Month of Se foe 
pre Men of War, having 
ders to make Repriſals _ 1 
French, drought in upwards” 6 
French: Ships; and the gene, 
Man of War was taken by” them, 
but, im a wain Diſplay of Modetk- 
tion, they oor after Teledſed tet, 
However, th the Remainderof the 
Vear, we made a ſtill greater | 
Number of Prizes! Meantime 


the Freu Tndians made Crftel In- 
roads upon the Frontiers of Vi- 


Baia, Penſilvania, &c. deſtroying 


Gens raf Jansen defeated" t 


R It . _ 
all before them, "murdering Men, 


Women, and Children, and for- 
eing the Inhabitants' 60 fly From 
their er On ©'S:þhrvaber 
8, b . ſome Retäliation 
for Bruanbct's Misfortune, Major 
French 
Arm under Baron Dietan, 2 
attürked nis Inttenchments 
Lade George! The Baron Was Halen 
* With his Ad de Camp, 
and 1000 Finch were Killed in 
the Attück und Retreat. Mr. 
Johnson was for his Bravery crea- 
ted Aa Buronet, and mdreover re- 
wurded by the Parffamientd Grant 
of a eon 1derable” Sum of Money. 
In Wobember, the E trance, A 
Folnck Ship of War, of 70 Guns, 
was taker y the O-ford, Captain 
Stewens ; and ſoon after, Advice ar- 
vived,. that” Majer” Fry had burnt 
255 Hoof, Oc. of the French 
eutrals in Nowa-Scotia, and de- 
feated a Party of them that oppo- 
ſet him" 1 Treaties were alſo 
made publick about that Time; one 
of them witli the E mpreſs of Ruſſia, 
who was, on certain Conditions, 
— FR is ,000 Horſe and Foot, 
o Galleys, and the other with 
a0 andgra be'of Hk. e who 
Was to furniſh 800 rſe and 
Foot, whenever | he Was requi- 
red I G. do; for it was not 
doubted chat the French would fall 
upon the Electorate of Hanover, 
as . were not not a Coby 8 for us 
at Seas! to gningig⸗ 
Havift ends given he Hiſtory 
b of chis nö Kincling W r the 
preſent Year, T'Man Wore to ſuch 
other Tranfactiongs as are of Im- 


185 enough to be recorded in 


his Prief a 
On Apr p25, his Miſety, after 
ving the Reyul Aſſenlt to a Num- 
er of publiek and Private Bills, 
putan End to the'Sefhon;” Amongit 


Ade Bitte WS one kor che Rae 


Inſolvent Debtors. 


On Nov. 13, 
'% | 


the 


4 
vs 


P 


456 6 E OR 


the Parliament met again, and his 
Majeſty opened the Seſſion with a 
moſt gracious chz and on 
Dec. 10 and 23, his Majeſty gave 
the Royal Aſſent to the Land-Tax, 
Mutiny, and Malt Pille The 
Grand Seipnior died at the Begin- 
ning of the Year, and was luc- 
* in the Obmann Throne, by 
his. Brother O/mwn, About the 
ſame Time a deſperate Gang of 
Smugglers, headed by one | ou 
drin, carried on, by force of 
Arms, an illicit Trade in the 
South of France, and defeated ſe- 
veral Parties of Troops ſent to 
ſuppreſs them. At length their 
Leader being taken and broke 
upon the Wheel, a Stop was put 
to their Inſolencies. The Dey of 
Algiers was aſſaſſinated in his Pa- 
lace by his mutinous Soldiers, 
and ſucceeded by Ali Baſba, Aga 
of the Spahis. In March, Prince 
Frederick of Hie, his Majeſty's 
Son-in-Law, turning Roman Ca- 
tholic, his Majeſty. and the States- 
General, at the Requiſition of the 
Landgrave his Father, guarantied 
the Proteſtant Religion and Succel- 


|- fion in that Landgraviate. The 
Great Mogul was depoſed: by the 


rebellious: Marattacs. Peter Lebens, 
Eſq; a Commiſſioner of the Lottery 
for 300,000). received Judgment at 


the King's - Bench Bar, in May, 
and was tned 10004 $0? ſome Irre- 
n illegal Practices in 

is Management as a Commiſſioner. 
The Month of Neuender was very 


fatal to many Places, occaſioned by 
an almoſt - univerſal Convulſion 
throughout the known World, 


Which was far from being unnoti- 
ced even in theſe Kingdoms, Where 
the Waters in miny Places were 
ſurpriſingly apitated;! But in a 
and Portugal the greateſt Miſchief 
was ſuſtained by chis terrible Farth- 


uake ; and the proud City of 
Ea, rr of Portugal was al- 


* 
1 


moſt totally deſtroyed, with near 


o, ooo of its miſerable Inhabitants. 
is Majeſty, upon Advice of this 
ſhocking Calamity, ſent * 
to the Houſe of Lords, who ad- 
dreſſed him thereupon ; and he was 
enabled, by Parliament; to ſend a 
large Sum of Money, and a conſi- 
derable N of Proviſions, for 
the Relief of the Portgugſe. In 
December, the Eayſtone Light-Houſe 
was unfortunately conſumed by 
Fire, 61 
Sir William Yonge, late Secretary 
at War, Dr. H#:/on, the. pions Bi- 
{hop of Sador and Man, Mr. Fames 
Hogg jon, a celebrated Mathemati- 
cian, and Mr. Jenkins Thomas Phil- 
lipr, Hiſtoriographer to his Maje- 
ſy, departed this Life in the Year 


17585. Wh * WOES i 
= anuary,1756, Mr. Fox, one of 
his Majeſty's Principal Secretaries 
of State, received a Letter from 
M. Rouillz, Secretary, for Foreign 
Affairs, to the French King, de- 
manding Reſtitution of the Veſſels 
taken from the Subjects of France, 
and complaining of the Inſults of- 
fered to- the French Flag. In an- 
ſwer, by his Majeſty's — 
theſe Veſſels were refuſed to be re- 
ſtored, unleſs France made Satiſ- 
faction for the Inſults offered to 
the Crown and Dignity of his Ma- 
jeſty, and for the Hoſtilities com- 
mitted by the French King's Sub- 
jects, in America, in time of pro- 
fund Peace. This was followed 
by Repreſentations and Memorials, 
drawn up on both Sides, in regard 
to their mutual Rights, which 
were ſent to all the Courts in Eu- 
rape ; but thoſe of the Englih, be- 
ing remarkably clear and ſatis fac 
tory, plainly refuted all che French 
had advanced. In February, a Pro- 
clamation was iſſued, for better 
guarding; the Coaſts.\againſt any 
Attempts of the Enemy; and 2 
Public Faſt was obſerved, on the 
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the late Barthquakes, &c. Soon 
after, the French King publiſhed 
Reprifals againſt the . Eng/i/5, and 
ſeized all the Engliſb Veſſels in his 
Ports and Harbours. * 

On Marth 23, his Majeſty, by Meſ- 
ſage, acquainted both Houſes of a 
deſigned Invaſion from France; that 
he had taken proper Meaſures for 
the Security of his Dominions, 
and requeſted a Body of Hin 
Troops to be forthwith brought 
hither. To this Meſſage an An- 
ſwer was returned, perfectly agree- 
able to his Majeſty's Intentions, 
and warlike Preparations were car- 
ried on with amazing Vigour and 
On the 1ſt of April, 
Addreſſes were preſented, from 
both Houſes, for bringing over a 
Body of Hanuowverian T roops, for 
our greater Security; and his Ma- 


jeſty aſſured them he would give 


Orders for that Purpoſe. The 
City, the Merchants, c. c. pre- 
ſented Addreſfes, alſo, about the 
fame. Time; in which they ex- 
preſſed their Deteſtation of any in- 
tended Invaſion, and their Reſolu- 
tion to ſtand by his Majeſty with 
their Lives and Fortunes. 

On Aprit'7, the Admirals Byng 
and Ve Tailed from Sz. Helen's to 
the Mediterranean, with a Squadron 
of Ships of War. Advice was re- 
ceived, that great Part of Bridge- 
Town, in Barbadoes, was conſumed 


by Fire; and that, on April 28, 


1755, the City of Quito, in Peru, 
was deſtroyed b 


landed from Germany; and on the 
18th, War was declared againſt 
France. Oo the 27th; his Majeſty 
gave the Royal Aſſent to ſeveral 
Acts; amongſt which was that for 
building a Bridge, acroſs the 
Thames, at Blackfryars and, after 
a very gracious 'Speech, the Par- 
liament was adjourned to June 18. 


| A French Squadron of 15 Ships 


RR 
6th of that Month, on occaſion of and Frigates, having landed a Body 


confined, 
Courr-Martial.. On Jane 19, the 


an Earthquake. 
On May 15, the Heſian Troops 


of 11,000 Men, under the Duke d 
Richlieu, before: Ciudadella, in the 
Iſland of Mizb#ca;' on April zo, they 
began the Siege of Fort 52, PL; 'S, 
detended by: a Gatiſon of four 
Regiments, and one Company of 
Artillery, under the brave General 
Blakeneyc Hereupon Admiral Byng 
got off Mahon, with Ris Squadron, 
on May 19, and, on the zoth, came 
up with the French Fleet, under 
M. de la Galiſſionere; and an Ac- 
tion enſued, in which Rear-Admi- 
ral Ve, with his Diviſion, be- 
haved gallantly; but, through the 
Backwardneſs of Admiral Byng, 
the Engagement never became ge- 
neral ; . and fome Damage having 
been ſuſtained by three Ships of 


the Squadron, the Admiral return; 


ed to Gibraltar. Governor Blakengy. 
held out, in Fort St, Philip's, till 
June 28, when he ſurrendered it 
upon honourable Terms. The Be- 
haviour of the Admiral gave ſuch 
Umbrage at home, that Sir EA. 
ward Haute and Mr. Saunders 
were ſent to reheve,-and order him 
to England, under Arteſt, with his 


brave Rear-Admiral; and, when 


Byng arrived, he was immediately 
to wait the Iſſue of a 


French King declared War againſt 
Great-Britaiꝝ; und, about the fame 


Time, che Dircb came to a Reſo- 


lution, to refuſe the ſtipulated Sue: 
cour of Goo men, in caſe we were 
attacked, Which had been de- 
manded, on the Part of his Ma- 
jeſty, by Mr. Torte. 0 

On Auguſt 1, General Fowke, 
late Governor of © Gibraltar, was, 
by a general Court-Martial, ſuſ- 

ended, for one Vear, for diſobey- 
ing his Majeſty's Order, ſignified 


by the Secretary at War, to ſend a 


Reinforcement from Gibraltar to 
Minorca, on board Admiral Byng's 
Fleet: Accordingly he was, ſoon 
after, diſmiſſed the Service, and 
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Brituin und Feland, Laden, or 
Taden, with Malt, Meal, 


bark” for 1 On the. 27th, 
the Coutt-Maftial on Admiral | 
Beg began their Proceedings. 

- The principal . that de- 
ceaſed this Year, 


Stanhope, Earl of Harrington ; - Sir E the Monargue, in em 
he "Dudley Ryder, Lord Chief Juſtice mouth Harbour, on, the .14thn of 
1 f the Court. of Ning = ench ; Yoo: behaving: with the utmoſt 
'$ 3 Dr. Sykes, a honeſt, and learu- Dignity, and Fortitude in his. daſt 
the ed Divine; Gilbert Mes, Eſqs a | Moments, and, in the Payer. he de- 

He - ſkilful Defender of the Chri/+an liveted beforg his Execution, ſtiling 
the Religion; Charles Viner, Eſq;. Au- _ himlelf, A iam, deflined td dert ; 
of thor of the 'Abridgement of. the Zhe Andigaantion and Refentment: of an 
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prieved from his ſad Fate; but all 
were, William 


rruiting 
nd. Marines 3 that 
gn. Megs. c. 
others, 2 ir 


| ——  —— — — 


for Fu 


into the 


ation. 2555 


25 10 of 40 
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7 cared of Cowardice 
ion, his Judges re- 


. him to Mercy+ and 


various Methods. were tried by his 
Friends, both at Court, and in-the 
Houſe of Commons, to get him te- 


ving ineffectual, he was ſhotzon 


Expe- 
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Expedition, to the Coaſt of France; 


of which the Nation, in general, 


had formed great Expectations, and 


at which the Enemy were in the 


utmoſt Conſternation : In the Se- 
quel, however, the Deſign, Which 


proved to be againſt Rochefort, miſ- 
carried, the Enemy ſuffering no- 
thing more from it than the Talkin 

the ſmall Ifland of Aix. To dif- 


cover the Cauſe of this Diſappoint- 


ment, which greatly diffatisfied the 


People, the Conduct of the Ge- 


neral was enquired into, by a Board 
of General Officers, upon whoſe 
Report he was tried by a Court- 
Martial, and, to the Surpriſe of 
every one, was acquitted, .. 

At the Beginning of the Year, 


| ſeveral ſtrong Fleets were ſent out, 


| ales, 
Our Cruizers and Privateers had 
- conſiderable Succeſs againſt the 


—— nec, 0» 2 — 3 


Kingdom. | 


to different, Parts of the World, 
under the Admirals V%, Coates, 
and Holborne, and to the Eaft- /r- 
under Commodore ' 8/2vexs. 


Enemy, and many gallant Actions 
were performed, in the Courſe 
thereof, on both Sides. 

Riots and Tumults ſtill conti- 
nued in various Parts of the 
Kingdom, occafioned by the 
Hlepal Practices of the Buyers 
of Corn; and the Oppoſition of 
the infatuated Mob to the Ex- 
ecution of the Militia- Law cauſed 
ſome Bloodſhed, and great Con- 
ſternation, in many Parts of the 


In America, this Year, the Ene- 


mies deſtroyed many of our Back- 
Settlements with Fire and Sword: 


Our Expedition againſt Louis. 
bourgh;” under Lord Loudoun and 
Admiral Holborne; did not ſucceed, 
though not by the Fault of thoſe 
Commanders. 
ral, the Marquis of Montcalm, took 


Fort William Henry, on Lake George; 


and his DIndians;, in Violation 


| of the Capitulation, were ſuffered 


G! ETO)/RAGOED I 


her Crew 


and Sea-Forces. Theſe 
tages were followed by two great 


The Finch Gene- 


cruelly to maſſacre Part of the Ga- 
riſon after its Surrender. Admi- 
ral Holbornt's Fleet alſo was great - 
ly damaged by a Storm, and was 
near being all deſtroyed on the 
Rocks, on the Coaſt of Cape Bre- 
tan; the Tilbury, however, was the 
only Ship wrecked, and near Half 

perrſhed. In the ir af 
Indies, Admiral Watſon and Colo- 
nel Clive regained the Settlement 
and Fort of Calentta, which was 
taken, the preceding Year, by the 
Nabob of Bengal, who behaved 
with the utmoſt Cruelty to his Pri- 
ſoners, ſuffocating n of 
them by cloſe ' Confinement in 'a 
Place called the Black-Hole, Af. 
terwards they reduced Hughiy, and 
Colonel Clive defeated the Nabob 
in a pitched Battle, and forced 
him to enter into a Freaty, to in- 
demnify the Engl for theit Loſſes. 
The Colonel then made himſelf 
Maſter of the valuable French 
Town and Fort of Chandenagore, 
aſſiſted by the Admirals Watſon and 
Pococke. Another great Victory 
was obtained over the Nabob, who 
had acted in a perfidious and trea- 
cherous Manner, contrary to the 
Terms of the late Treaty; and he 
was, finally, depoſed, and Ali Khan 
appointed Nabob of Bengal, Babar 
and Orixa, in his Room. Thus 
the French were excluded the 
Commerce of Bengal and its De- 
pendencies, the Eugliſb Company 


reſtored to an inereaſed Frade, and 


full Satisfaction was made for the 
late Loſſes at Calcutta, with princely 
Rewards to our Officers, and Land 


Misfortunes, in the Death of the 


brave Admiral Vatſon, and the Loſs 
of Vixagapatam, on the Coaſt of 


Coromandel. 


On the Continent of Furope, the 
French made themſelves Maſters of 
moſt of the King of Pruffia's Do- 


minions 
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minions upon the Borders of the 
Low' Countries; ſeized upon Emb- 
den, and the Province of Ea, 
Frie//and'; and, ſoon after, they got 
Poſleſhon of his Duchy of Cleewes, 
and County of Marel, and took the 
Towns of Veel, Emmerich, and 
Mafeyk, and the City of Guelares ; 
in Which Places, as well as in the 
EleQorate of Hanover, they levied 
moſt exorbitant Contributions, The 
Duke of Cumberland, being obliged 
to fall back to Hafftenbeck, with the 
Army of Obſervation, on Ju 25, 
was attacked, by the ſuperior Army 
of the French; under the Marſhal 
4 Etrecs, and forced to retreat, firit 
to Hamelen, and afterwards to Stade ; 
when the French became Matters of 
Hamelen, and, ſoon after, of the 
whole EleQorate of Hanower, and 
the Territories of the Duke of 
Wolfenbuttle ; and a Detachment of 
the French Army, under M. Con- 
tades, took Poſſeſſion of the Terri- 
tories of Hee Cafjel, without any 
conſiderable Oppoſition. Upon 
this rapid Progreſs of the French, 
the Duke of Cumberland was forced 
to accept of the Mediation of the 
King of Denmark, and concluded, 
through the Intervention of his 
Miniſter, the Convention of Clofter- 
Seven. with the French General; 
by which the || Hanowerians were 
obliged to lay down their Arms, a 
Neutrality was granted to the Elec- 
torate, Wc. Sc. By this Conven- 
tion, the French being let: looſe, 
with their whole Force, upon the 
Prifian Dominions, they felt their 
Cruelty and Rapacity very ſgyerely. 


Meanttme, the Duke of  Caumber- 


land returned to England, and re- 
ſigned all his Military - Employ- 
ments. At the latter End of the 
Vear, however, this famous Con- 
vention was broken by the French; 
and, thereupon, the Hanowverian 
Army, with the Allies, reſumed its 
Activity, under Prince Ferdinand 


Foa EE: IL 


491 
of . Brun/ſevick ; and, before the 
Cloſe of the Year, drove the French, 
under the Duke de Richlieu, from 


many of the Places they had poſ- 


ſeſſed themſelves of, in the Electo- 
rate of Hanover, Cc. T 

His Pruſſian Majeſty, who, as 
Elector of Brandenburgh, had been 
put under the Ban of the Empire, 
entered Bohemia, at the Opening of 
the Campaign, in four different and 
oppoſite Places. By one of theſe 
four Armies, under the Prince of 
Bewvern, was defeated an Auſtrian 
Army, under Count: Kanigieg, at 


Reichenberg. When the Pruſſian + 


Monarch had united his ſeveral 
Corps, he paſſed the Moldau, at- 
tacked the Aufrian Army, near 
Prague, on May 6, and totally de- 
teated it, taking a great Number of 
Priſoners, Artillery, Ammunition, 


and Baggage; and Prince Charles 


of Lorrain, with 40, ooo of the 
Fugitives, taking Shelter in the 
City of Prague, it was inveſted 
by the Pruſſians, and cruelly bom- 
barded; but, meantime, Count 
Daun, having drawn together an- 
other A4uftrian Army, mtrenched 
himſelf at Kolin, or Kaurzim, and 
divided the Attention of the Pruf- 


fans, who were obliged to detach 


a great Body of Troops, from be- 
fore Prague, to obſerve his Mo- 
tions. At length, the King him- 
ſelf found it neceſſary, in order to 
take all Hopes from the Gariſon 
of Prague, of being relieved, to 
march, with a Part of his Forces, 
againſt Daun, and attack him in 
his intrenched Camp, but was 
forced to retreat with very great 
Loſs, to raiſe the Siege of Prague, 
and take Refuge in.$exouy, This 
Misfortune was followed by many 
others; ſo that his Prufian Ma- 
jeſty, attacked, on all Sides, by 
French, Auſtrians, Ruſſiaus, c. was 
almoſt at the Brink of Deſtruction, 
according to all human Appearp 


ance. 
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-ance, The Ruffans took Memel, 


and invaded Praia with a power- 
ful Army; but, being attacked in 
their Intrenchments, by the Pri 
in General M. Lebwald, with 
about zo, oo Men, and ſeverely 
Kandled, they, ſoon after, aban- 
doned that Kingdom, and retreat- 
ed into Poland. His Priſfan Ma- 
jeſty, harraſſed by Fatigues, cha- 
3 with many Loſſes, and his 
roops diminiſhing by Sickneſs, 
Deſertion, and repeated blood 
my yet retneved his Af. 
rs by a glorious Winter-Cam- 
paign; and, when his Friends had 
wen him over for loft, and his 
Capital, Berhn, was pillaged, and 
yy under Contribution, defeated 
the combined Army of ! and 
Inberialiſt, conſiſting of 655, ooo 
— = the 5th en at 
Rofoach, with an Army reduced to 
about z0 % Men. Tue Auſtrians 
Raving, meanwhile, made confi- 
derable Progreſs in Sila, taken 
Sehrwweitnitz, and defeated the 
Prince of Bevern, near Breſſau, this 
indefatigable Monarch immediately 
flew to the Relief of that Part of 
his Dominions, and, on the 5th 
of December, totally routed” the 
grand Auſtrian Army, at Liſa, be- 
ing juſt one Month after his Vic- 
tory at Rofbach : Aﬀterwards he re- 
— Breflau and Schweidnitx, and 
became Maſter of all SHH. 
The Sweet, having declared a- 


| 23 his Pruſſian Majeſty, entered 


ruſſian Pomerania, and made ſome 
Progreſs there, but were driven 
out again by the Praſtans under 
General Manteuſſie; and M. Leb- 
wall, following them into Se 


Pomerania, made himſelf Maſter of 


the whole Country, and forced 
them to ſeek Refuge under the 
Cannon of Srrahnd t: 
An 85 I ſhall juſt obſerve, that 
te Court of Vienna recalled 


Ber Miniſters from London ; Mr. 


n ee eon har Court 
all Correſpondence. was broke off 
between the two Powers; aud the 


E R. 


Communication between England 
and Oftend, Nicupart, and Br er, 
ceaſed, the two former, ſoon after, 
being gariſoned by the French“. 
On Tanary 5, the French King 
was ſtabbed, in his. Palace, by a 
ſullen Enthuſiaſt, named Damien, 
who, for that Crime, was put to 
all. the Tortures human Art could 
deviſe; and ſuffered a moſt terrible 
Death, with great Reſolution, 
plainly a pearing, by the Inſanity 
of his. Mind, to be an improper 
Object for ſuch ſhocking Cruelties, 
which to recapitulate would caſt an 
Odium upon human Nature itſelf. 
I fhall now return home, and 
juſt obſerve, that, on December 1, 
his Majeſty opened the Seffion of 
Parliament with a Speech, as uſual. 
The moſt 8 Perſons, 
that deceaſed in the Year 1757, 
were, Horatio, Lord Walpole, Bro- 
ther of the late Sir Robert Walpole, 
Earl of Orford; Dr. Thomas Black- 
bell, Author of many elegant 
Pieces; Dr. Herring. Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury; Vice- Admiral Ve; 
the brave and honeſt Admiral Ver- 
non; Colley Cibber, the celebrated 
Comedian and Poet Laureat; her 
Royal Highneſs the Princeſs Caro- 
line-Elizabeth, © third _ Daughter of 
his Majeſty, in the 45th Year of 
her Ape, a Princeſs of the utmoſt 
Humanity and Tenderneſs, and 
whoſe Charity and Benevolence 
had been very diffuſive; and Sir 
Benjamin Keene, long Ambaſſador 
at the Court of Spain. = | 
For the Year 1758, the Parlia- 
ment granted, for AE Navy, 60,000 
Men, including 14,845 Marines; 
and for the Land- Service 53,777 
effective Men, comprehending 4000 
Invalids. The Total of the. Sup- 


plies of the Seſſion of Parliament 


was 10, 486,457. os. 6d. On _m 
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11, a new Treaty was concluded 
with the King of raſter by which 
his Majeſty engaged himſelf to pay 
that Monarch 670,000/. Sterling at 
onee, upon his Demand thereof, 
The contracting Powers alſo en- 
gaged, not to conclude any Treaty 
of Peace, | Truce, or Neutrality, 
nor any other Sort of Convention, 
er Agreement, with the Powers 
engaged in the preſent War, but in 
Concert, and by mutual. Agree- 
ment. The Bill for fortifying 
Migford- Haven; that for the En- 
courapement of Seamen; that for 
explaming the Militia-Act; that 
for. the repairing of London- Bridge; 
that for the Importation of Beef, 
Butter, and Pork, from Jreland; 
that for encouraging” the Growth 
of Madder; and many other im- 
portant and beneficial Bills, recei- 
ved the Royal Aﬀent in this Seſſion 
of Parliament, which was cloſed, 
Jane 9, by a Speech from the 
ords Commiſſioners. appointed 
by his Majeſty, who was indte poſed. 
I ſhall obſerye here, that the Par- 
liament met again on Nowember 23, 
and the Seffion was opened by 
Commiſſion, ;' and on he 7th. of 
December, a new Treaty was con- 
cluded' with the King of Pruſſia, 
which was only a, Renewal of that 
of April 11, 1.8 of the Subſidy, for 
rn eee 
I ſhall now give a brief Detail 
of the principal Operations of the 
War, in all“ Pats of the World, 
lde che Fer k748, 
By the ecellküt Conduct of The 
Adminiſtration, and particularly in 
the Naval Department, our Cruizers 


had ſuch een e che 
French Tr. | 


7 l FS 93 31153 IC 1 | Fr 
lated.” Many very brave and gal. 


lant Actions were performed by the 


King's Ships auc Privateers, of 


which T have not Room for a par- 


ticular Mention.“ „Amongſt | 
Commanders of fingle Ships, Who 


*s + * 


Tad Was almoſt. 0 | 


493 
greatly dilinguiſhed themſelves by 
their Conduct and Intrepidity, the 
principal were, Forreſt, Jyrrel, Gul. 
chrift, and Lockhart; Names which 
will be ever held in Eſteem by their 
Country., Commodore Heimes re- 
gained Embaden from the French, 
and took ſome of the Baggage of 
the, Gariſon, by ſending two of 
his ſmall Ships to anchor in the 
River, between Krocł and the City. 
Admiral Olen fell in with = 
French Squadron, of four Ships, 
commanded. by the Marquis d 
QJueſne, on the Coaſt of Spain, and 
took the Foudrozant, of 80 Guns 
and 800 Men, commanded by * 
Marquis himfelt, and the Orphee, 

64 Guns, and drove the Or:flamme 
on Shore. The Foudroyant was 
taken by the Monmouth, whole gal- 
lant Commander, Captain Gardezers 
loſt his Life in the Conflict. Sir 
Edward Hawke, in the Beginning 
of April, ran on Shore, near the 
Iſle of Aix, five French. Ships of 
the Line and ſeveral Frigates and 
Tranſports, who, were intended for 
North-America, with 3000 Troops, 
and a large Quantity of Stores and 
Proviſions, on board. The French 
threw over- board their Cannon, 
Ec. and the End of the Equipment 
of this Fleet was entirely defeated. 
Captain Dennis, in the Dor ſetſhinte, 
took the Raiſanable, of 64 Guns. 
and 630 Mew; but two great Mi 
fartunes happened to our Navy, by 
the Loſs of the Juvinctble, of gd 
Guns, and the DeſtraQion af d& 
Prince. Gearge, of 29, Guns, com- 
inanded hy Ręar- Admiral Brederichs- 
Wich took Fire at Sea, in her Paſ- 
ſage. to the, Medi te ru⁰ν,,ũ, and 300 


o 


Two Deſcents were madethis Vear 
upon che French Goaſt; in the fixſtof 

which, under the Direction of the D. 
of ,Mariboroughy; and Commedare 
Haves a great Quantity of, Naval 
totes, two. Ships of War, many 
Priva- 


Cannon of S. Males. 
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Privateers, and 80 Veſſels, of dif- 
ferent Sorts, were ſet on Fire, and 
reduced to Aſhes, almoſt under the 
In the ſe- 
cond, under the Command of Ge- 
neral Bligh, and Mr. Hope, Cher- 
baurgh was taken, the Harbour de- 


ſtroyed, with the Baſon, and all the 


Forts in its Neighbourhood, and 
20 Braſs Cannon ſent” on board 
the Engliſb Fleet, which were after- 
wards expoſed to the View of the 
Populace, in Hyd:-Park,anddrawn, 
in grand Parade, from thence tothe 
Tower. General Bligh then re- 
imbarked his Troops, landed again 
at St. Lunaire, to the Weſtward of 
St. Maloes, and deſtroyed 15 ſmall 
Veſſels at Sr. Briac. The Fleet 
failed from Sr. Lunaire to the Bay 
of St. Cas, and the Land-Forces 
marched to that Place through the 
Country, when a terrible Misfor- 
tune befel them: After moſt” of 
the Army was re-imbarked, and 
only the Rear-Guard, confiſting of 
all the Grenadiers, and half of the 
firſt Regiment of Guards, remained 
on Shore, to the Number of 1500, 
under General Dzry, they were at- 
tacked: by a great Body of French, 
and about 1000 of them killed or 
taken Priſoners; amongſt the Killed 
was their Commander. Prince EA. 


ard (now Duke of York) went aVo- 


lunteer in this Expedition; with 
Commodore Hove, and behav'd with 
remarkable Intrepidity. Capt. Her- 


e, in the Monmouth, deſtroyed a 


French Frigate, of 40 Guns, in the 
Iſlandof Malta; and the Helligutux, 
of 64 Guns, was taken in St. George's 
Channel, by Captain Saumarez, in 
the Antelope. Many Piracies were 
committed by ſome abandoned 
Miſcreants, in Ergl;/b Privateers, 
upon the Ships and Goods of 


Neutral Nations; and thereupon 


the Lords of the Admiralty pro- 
miſed, in the Gagette, a Reward 
oF gol. to any one who ſhould 
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diſcover the Offenders; ſome of 
whom were accordingly brought to 
condign 'Puniſhment,, The Dutch 
having, contrary to Treaties, and 
the Law of Nations, ſupplied the 
French with Naval Stores, 6c. and 
tranſported the. Produce of the 
French Suvar-Iflands to Europe, as 
Carriers, hired, by the Proprietors, 
a great Numbet of their Ships 
were taken, and condemned, as 
lawful Prizes, both in England and 
Jamaica; which raiſed a loud Cla- 
mour againft the Engliſs, in Hol- 


land, and cauſed many Altercations 


between the two Governments. 
A ſmall Squadron, under Captain 
Marſh, took from the French their 
valuable Settlement of Senegal, on 
the Coaſt of Africa, with their two 
Factories of Podore and Galam, on 
that River, in the Month of Abril. 
And before the Cloſe of the Year, 
Commodore Keppel added to that 
good Fortune, by the Reduction 
of the Ifland of Gore. His Squa- 
dron, for that Expedition, ſuffered 
one great Misfortune, however, in 


the Loſs of the Luchſeld, Captain 


Barton, with a "Tranſport and Bomb- 
Tender, which were wrecked on 
the Coaſt of Barbary, in the Do- 
minions of Morocco, and 130 Men 
periſhed 3 but Captain Barton and 
the reſt, to the Number of 220, 
reached the Shore, were cruelly 
treated by the Natives, ahd detain- 
ed in Captivity till they were ran- 
ſomed by the Government. 

In July, Admiral Boſeawen, with 
a ſtrong Fleet, and General Arn 
Bert, with a confiderable Army, 
reduced the City of ZLouiſbourgh, 
and the whole Ifland of Cape Bre- 
ton; and many French Ships of War 
were deftroyed in the Harbour. 
The Reduction of this important 
Place was celebrated in England 
with great Rejoicings; Addreſſes 
were preſented from all Parts to 
his Majeſty, upon the Occaſion; 
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and the brave Commanders rgcei- - 


ved the Thanks of the Brit; Par- 
liament. Lord Rollo, ſoon after, 
reduced the Iſland of Sr. John; 
but the main Body of the £yg/: 
Forces, under Major-General 4ber- 
crombie, were repulſed in the At- 
tack upon the French Intrenchments 
at Fort Ticanderaga, with the Loſs 
of 1800 Men killed or wounded, 
including a great Number of Offi- 
cers, In this Expedition, and pre- 
vious to the Attack, Lord Howe, a 
romiſing young Nobleman, and 
brave Offer. loſt his. Life, to the 
reat Regret of his Country. 
owever, a Detachment from the 
Army took and deſtroyed Fort 
Frontenac, ſituated on the North 
Side of the River St. Laurence, jult 
where it derives itſelf from the 
Lake Ontario, and four French 
Veſſels upon the Lake were alſo ta- 
ken, to the great Loſs and Diſap- 
pointment * Enemy. Brigadier 
Forbes ſoon afterwards made him- 
ſelf Maſter of Fort du Queſue, upon 
the Ohio, the Name of which he al- 
ter'd to Piiiſburgb; but did not long 
ſurvive this great Service, his Con- 
ſtitution being exhauſted by his un- 
intermitted Fatigues in the Ser- 
vice, In the Zaft-Inates, the Bri- 
tiſh Squadron, under the Command 
of Admiral Pococte and Commodore 
Stevens, had two bloody Engage- 
ments with the French Fleet in 
thoſe Seas, commanded by, M. 
d' Apche, and in both had greatly 
the Advantage; but M. Lally took 
from us Fort Sr. David's, Cuda- 
lore, and ſome other Places, the 
French . Land-Forces being now 
much ſuperiox to the Exgliſb. 

On the Continent of uUrope, the 
War raged with increaſed - Vio- 
lence : 'The French were driven, by 
the Allies, to the Rhine, and forced 


to abandon Haudwer, Hase, and all. 
their former Conqueſts, not with- 


out many bloody Conflicts, in 
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which the young Hereditary Prince 
of Brunſabict greatly diltinguiſhed 
himſelf. In the Beginning of 
June, Prince Ferdinand paſſed: the 
Rhine, at the Head of the Allied. 
Army, and, on Fane 23, defeated 
the Left Wing of the French Army, - 
at Crewelt, with the Loſs of ſome 
Standards, Colours, and Cannon, 
and 6000 Men, killed, wounded, 
or taken Priſoners ; and the Allies 
loſt about 1500 Men. The French 
Army retired under the Cannon of 
Cologne ; and, ſoon after, the Allies 
made themſelves Maſters of Dufel- 
dorp. But, in Hee, the Prince of 
Y/enbourgh was defeated at Sander/- 
haujen, * the Duke of Breglio; 
and the Enemy became, thereby, 
Maſters of the Veſer, and opened 
to themſelves a free Paſſage into 
We/iphalia, whilſt Prince Ferdinand 
was obliged to retreat acroſs the 
Rhine, Meantime General Jmhef, 
who commanded ſix Battalions and 
four Squadrons, at Meer, being at- 
tacked, by M. Chewert, with a. 
much ſuperior Force, put him to 
the Rout, with confiderable Loſs, 
and thereby facilitated the Junction 
of the Engliþ Troops, lately ar- 
rived in Germany, under the Duke 
of Marlborough, with the Allied Ar- 
my; but that Nobleman died be- 
fore the Cloſe of the Campaign, 
which was diſtinguiſhed by ſeveral 
other bloody Actions, but of too 
little Conſequence to be particula- 
rized in this brief Hiſtory. As to 


his Pruſſian Majeſty, as ſoon as he 


had aſſembled his Army, he laid 
Siege to Schaueidnitx, which he be- 
came Maſter'of, in 13 Days open 
Trenches. Other Bodies of his 
Troops raiſed Contributions in 
Babemia, and drove the Auſtrians 
out of the County of Glatz. His 
Majeſty then, penetrated into Me- 
ravia, and laid Siege to Qlmutz, 
the Capital of that Country, Count 
Daun tollowed. ham ; and baren 
| ent 
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ſent a Detachment, which ſeized 


large Convoy, for the Uſe of the 
Prufian beſieging Army, and har- 
raſſed them by every Means the Si- 


tuation of the Country afforded, 


The Ryſrans having 


Progreſs, and committed dreadful 


Ravages in Silefia, his Majeſty was 
obliged 2 


Poſt, and, on the 2cth of Aug, 
defeated the Ryffian — 


General Fermor, at Zorndorf, by 
which they loft 15,000 Men, moſt 
of their Ba 


Loſs was no more than 2000 Men, 
with ſome Officers of Diſtinction. 
The King's Preſence being now 
neceſſary in Saxony, where his 
Brother Prince Heriry was puſhed 


by Count Darn and the Army of 


the Empire, he accordingly re- 
paired thither, with 24 Battahons 
and great Part of his Cavalry ; and 
ſoon after, his Right Wing was ſur- 
prized and defeated by the wary Au- 


ftrian General, at Hochtircben : M. 
Keith, who commanded it, and Prince 


Francis of Brunſfevick,wereknlled,and 
his Majeſty obliged to retire to Do- 
breſchntz, with the Loſs of 5000 Men, 
all his Tents, and Part of his Bag- 

age; and the Auſtrians ſuffered lit- 


: tle leſs by their Attack. Soon after, 


the King marched, in Perſon, to 


the Relief of Ne and Co/el, be- 


ſieged by the Arlam; and, in 
his Abſence, Count Daun endea- 
voured to get Poſſeſſion of Dre/- 
den, which occafioned the Pri 


1 fran Commandant to ſet Fire to the 


fine Suburb of Pirna, which was 
reduced to - Aſhes: The King, 
having raifed the Sieges of Nei 


and Co/el, returned to the Relief of 
VDrſden, whilſt Count Dohna raifed 


ſoon to leave that ſtrong 


ge, . . and 100 
Pieces of — : The King's 


N G 
E 


{f 


Z 
f 


FP 


Meaſures, the Pri 
Fran Monarch finiſhedthe Campaign 


— As to the Sede, un- 


Count Hamilton, they figured 
for a little while, during this am- 
paign ; but when his Pro/ian Ma- 
jeſty could ſpare ſome Troops, un- 


der General Fel, to o e them, 
they, as the Year before, were dri- 
ven under the Cannon of Srral/und. 


Having thus given briefly the 
rincipal Events of the War, this 
ear, I ſhall ſummarily relate what 

other Affairs of any Importance 
happened either —— or at 
home. In April, Pope Benedict 

XIV. died; and Cardinal Reg zonico, 
a Fenetian, was elected to ſucceed 
him by the Name of Clement XIII. 

In Portugal an Attempt was made 
to aſſaſſinate the King, who was 

grievouſly wounded ; for which ſe- 

veral of the Nobility were ſoon af- 
ter moſt dreadfully put to Death, 
who had been ſtimulated by the 

TFefuits to commit the horrid 
Crime. 

In June, Dr. Florence Henſey was 
convicted of High Treaſon, as be- 

. 


angdoms. A ſevere 
Sentence was paſſed alſo upon Dr. 
Shebbeare, about the fame Time, 
for writing ſeveral Letters to the 
of animadverting 
upon the Conduct of the Miniſtry. 

In the Year 1758, the following 
celebrated Perfons departed thi, 
Life, viz. Mr. Alan Ramyjoy, the 
Scotch Poet; that excellent Prelate, 
Dr. Clayton, Biſhop of Clegher ; 
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Herevey, Author of the Mewit ations. 
For the Vear 1759, the Parlia- 


ment voted, ford the Sea Service, 


60000 Men, including 14,845 Ma- 


rines; and forithe Band Service, 


25953" effective Men, beſides the 
foreign Auxtharies, "amounting to 


50,000;5- with five Battalions on the 


Iriſb Eſtabliſhment; then in actual 
Service in Mica and America. The 
whole of the Grants of this Seſſion 


amounted to 12,761,310. 1955 4. 


A Million was likewiſe voted, up- 


on receiving a Meſſage from his 


Majeſty by Mr. Pitt, for any extra- 
ordinary Expences of the War that 
might occur, Sc, The Bill for 
the Regulation of Privateers, that 
for the Importation of Jr: Beef 
and Tallow, that for reſtraining the 
Importation of French Cloths into 
the Ports of the Levant, that for 
the more effectual preventing the 
fraudulent Importation of Cam- 
bricks, Sc. and many other bene- 
ficial Bills, were paſſed into Laws 
before the Cloſe of the Seſſion, 
which was put an End to by a 
Speech from the Commifſlſioners ap- 
pointed for that Purpoſe. The 
Preparations for carrying on the 
War this Vear were conducted 
with great Ardour and Vivacity; 
Proclamations for giving Bounties 
to voluntier Seamen and Landmen 
were iſſued, and Rewards offered 
for diſcovering concealed Seamen ; 
and many®*Towns;” Corporations, 
and Individuals; gave additional 


Bounties för the Fncouragement of 
Recruits 3 and the City of London 


particularly diſtingwiſhed itfelf on 
this Occaſton? The Militia of ma- 
ny Counties were ordered out into 
actual Service; and ſoom rivalled, in 
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Mr. Dyer, Auther ef . H luce an Diſcipline, the regular Troops, 
ingenious Poem y#Dri Hard, the At the Beginning of the Year, wiz. 
learned Profeſſbr gouf Rhetorick in 
Greſham-Colloge 4 Charles: Butler. 
* Earbof Arm BBrather of the late 
Duke of OH and Mr. James, 


Fans la, the; Fringçeſs, of Oran 2 
eldeſt Daughter ot his Majeſty, de- 


parted this Liſe, leaving two Chil- 


dren, the preſent Prince Stadthold- b 
er, and the Princeſs Caroline, ſince 


married to the Prince of Naſſau- 
Meilburgh. This was not the only 


Blow the Royal Family ſuſtained 


this Vear, for, in Scplemler, the 


Princeſs E/;zabeth Caroline, ſecond 


Daughter of the late Prince of 
ales, alſo deceaſed, in the 18th 
Vear of her Age. | 

In July, Adm. Rodney warmly bom- 
barded the Low of Hare de Grace, 
ſet the Town on fire in ſeveral Places, 
and deſtroyed many flat - bottomed 
Boats, intended for landing Troops 
to invade theſe Kingdoms. On Au- 
guft 17, Adm. Boſcawwen engaged 
a French Squadron, commanded 
by M. De la Cluc,,in the Mediter- 
ranean, took the Centaur of 74 
Guns, the Temeraire of 74, 4 
Modeſte of 64, and deſtroyed the 
Ocean of 80, and the Redinbtable 
of 74, with very little Loſs in the 
Engliſh Fleet, the Officers and Sea- 
men of which behaved with ama- 
Zing Gallantry, The French Go- 
vernment, having projected a Plan 
for invading. theſe Kingdoms, for 
that Purpole-preparcd a large Fleet 
at-Breſt, Rochefort, and Port Louis, 


under the Command of M. Conflans, * 


aſſembled a Body of Troops under 
the Duke D Aiguilion, at } antes, in 
Lower Brittany, and prepared alſo 
2 {mall Armament at Dunkirk, un- 
der the Command of- the famous 
Thuret, a tkilful Seaman, . whoſe 
Cruizes on our;Merchant-ſhips had 
been very ſucceſsful. To defeat this 
Deſign of the Freneh, Britiſb Fleets 
and Cruizers, were ſept, who block- 
ed up the whole, Coaſt of France, 
from Dunkir4 to the Extremity of 
Bretagne., But in the Beginning of 
November, the £ritifþ Fleet, com- 
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manded by Sir Edward Hawhke, 
Sir Charles Hardy, and Rear-Admi- 
ral Geary, were, by Streſs of Wea- 
ther, "+. Toe from the Coaſt of 
France; when Conflans ſnatched the 
Opportunity of ſailing from Bye, 
with 21 Sail of the Line, and four 
Frigates, in Hopes to deſtroy a 
ſmall Squadron under Captain Du, 
who was cruizing on the Coaſt of 
Bretagne and Poictou, before the 
Engliſb grand Fleet could return 
from the Coaſt of England, where 
the Winds had obliged them to 
take Shelter. But Sir Edward 
Hawke ſoon received Intelligence 
of their Motions; and, whilſt at 
home Orders were given for 
guarding every Part of the Coaſt 
that was acceſſible to a Deſcent, 
he ſtood to Sea in Purſuit of the 
French Fleet, and after ſeveral 
Struggles with Storms and contra- 
ry Winds, on the 2oth of Nowem- 
ber, deſcried it, whilſt it was in full 
Chace of Captain Duf*s Squa- 
dron, who ſoon joined Sir Edxward”s 
Fleet, having been in great Danger. 
In ſpite of Rocks ad tempeſtuous 
Weather, the Van of the Engliſh, 
began the Engagement with the 
Rear of the French, at about Half 
an Hour after two o*Clock, in the 
Neighbourhood of B2/le;/-; and the 
Fight continued, till Night and 
the Danger of a Lee Shore in tem- 
peſtuous Weather, put a Period to 
the Engagement, in which Brizif 
Courage and Fortitude was diſ- 
payed to the greateſt Advantage. 

he The/e# of 74 Guns, and the 
Superbe of 70, were funk ; the Sa- 
leil Royal of 80, and Heres of 74, 
run aſhore and burnt ; and the F or- 
midable of 8o, taken; and afterwards 
the Juſte, of 70, periſhed in the 
Mouth of the Loire. Seven of their 


Ships were driven to the Mouth of 
the River Villaine, where they were 
lightened of their Cannen, Sc. and 
River, ſo that our 


4 


| dragged into the 
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Ships could not follow them. On 
the Engliſh Side, the Loſs was not 
very conſiderable in Officers or 
Men; but the E/zx of 64 Guns, 
and Reſolution of 74, ran aſhore, 
and our cwn People were forced 
to deſtroy them. Thus the pro- 
jeted Invaſion was defeated, and 
the finiſhing Blow given to the Na- 
vy of France. Sir Edward Hawke 
received the Thanks of the Houſe 
of Commons for this great Service, 
and had a Penſion ſettled upon 
himſelf, and his Son, for their na- 
tural Lives. Thurot eſcaped from 
Dunkirk, and directed his Courſe to 
the Nori Seas, and his Fate will 
be ſeen under the enſuing Year. 

In the Veſt-Indies, Commodore 
Moore and General Hop/on made 
an unſucceſsful Attempt upon Mar- 
tines; but in January, the Com- 
modore landed the Troops, after 
ſilencing the Batteries by a briſk 
Cannonade, at Baſje-Terre, in the 
Iiland of Guadaloupe ; and by the 
i5th of April, the Conqueſt of that 
valuable Ifland was completed by 
Gen. Barrington, Major Gen. He- 
/on having died ſoon after the Land- 
Ing ; Proven this the Iflands of 
DeJeada, Los Santos, and Mariga- 
lante, ſubmitted to the Conque- 
rors, 

Theſe were the principal At- 
chievements at Sea, in the Courſe 
of this Year; but many Command- 
ers of ſingle Cruizers behaved in 
a Manner that did Honour to their 
Country, both in the European Seas, 
and thoſe of America ; particularly 
the Captains Hood, Elliot, Barring- 
ton, Falkener, Harriſon, Colby, Po 
ter, &c. 
were very ſucceſsful alſo; and yet a 
great Number. of our Ships were 
taken by the French. 

In North America, General An 
ker/t took Poſſeſſion of the Poſt ot 
Ticonderoga in July, (before which 
ſo many brave Men loſt "14 
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lives in the preceding Year) and 
ordered it to be repaired. After 
leaving in it a ſtrong Gariſon, he, 
Vith the reft of his Army, proceed- 
4 ed to Crown Point, 
which Place the Enemy alſo aban- 
doned. Here he laid the Founda- 
tions of a new Fort, and waited till 
| proper Veſſels were built and got 
ready, to make him ſuperior to the 


the Fort at 


Enemy on Lake Champlain; with 


which he ſoon after deftroyed three 
Jof the bef Veſſels they had upon 
that Lake. General Prideanx, who 
had been detached to undertake the 


Conqueſt of Niagara, was killed in 
the Trenches before 1t, on * 2oth 
of July, and was ſuccceded in the 
Command by Sir W:!l:am Fohn/on, 


who, after defeating a large Body 


of the Enemy, ſent to relieve the 
Fort, had it delivered up to him, 


and made the Gariſon Priſoners of 
War. Meantime, the Army under 
| General e, aſſiſted by the Fleet 
under 
Holmes, and Durell, after many Ha- 
zards and Difficulties, winch they 
had bravely ſurmounted, formed 
| the Siege of Ovebecks the Capital of 


the Admirals, Saunders, 


Canada, Which the General purſu- 


Jed with unremitted Diligence, tho? 
with no great Proſpect of Succeſs, 
At length, engaging the French Ar- 
my, which encamped in the Neigh- 
bourhood of Qebecł, it was defeat- 
| ed by the Britiſ Troops, though 


| the brave General Wolfe, was ſlain 
in the Battle, in which the French 
General, Montcalim, alſo loſt his Life. 
General Monchton was wounded, 
and the Command of the Br; 
| Army devolved upon Brigadier 

General Townſend, to whom, and 
| Admiral Saunders, the City ſoon at. 
ter was ſurrendered, wiz. on the 
18th of September. The News of 
this Conqueſt, arriving in England, 
cauſed the greateſt Rejoicings ima- 
ginable: A Day of Thankigiving 
was appointed by Proclamation ; 
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Numbers of Addreſſes were preſent- 
ed to the King on the Occaſton; 
the Parliament addreſſed the King 
to erect. a Monument to the brave 
and generous Vi; and all the 
Generals and Admirals concerned 
had the Thanks of the Houſe voted 
them. General Murray, with a 
Gariſon of 5000 Men, was made 
Governor of this 1mportant Place, 
In the Za/?-Indies, M. Lally, 
who in January had laid ſiege to 
Madraſs, was, by the V igilance 
and Bravery of the Colonels Law- 
rence and Draper, Major Brereton, 
and Governor Piget, obliged to re- 


treat from before it with great Loſs, 


on Feb. 16. Col. Ford obtained a 
compleat Victory over M. Conflans, 
iear Maſulipatam; Surat was 
taken from the Seagoys by Captain 
Maitland ; but an Attempt upon 
I andewaſh miſcarried. On Septem- 
ber 8, Admiral Pococke again en- 
gaged the French Fleet, and, tho? 
the Odds were on their $ide, forced 
them to fly, with great Loſs, lea- 
ving the Z:g/i/þ Maſters of the [nai- 


an Coaſt, who were ſoon after join- 


ed by Admiral Corxi/b, with four 
Ships of the Line, from England. 
The Dutch appearing in the River 
of Bengal, and committing ſome 
Hoſtilities, their Fleet was defeat- 
ed by three Iudia-men; and their 
Forces, of 1100 Men, ſuffered the 
ſame Fate, in an Engagement with 
the Zxgliſh, under Col. Ford; after 
which a Treaty was fet on foot 
with the Dutch Chiefs, at their 
Factory of Chizchura, in the River 
of Bengal, who agreed to make Satiſ- 
faction for their unprecedented In- 
ſult, and gave Security for that 
Purpoſe. In November, Col. Coote 
made himſelf Maſter of }andewayh, 
and on the 25th of Januaty, 1700, 
defeated Gen. Lally, before that 
Place ; in which Battle the French 
loſt 800 Men, and ſeveral Othcers 
were taken Priſoners: On the Eng- 
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4% Side, the brave Major Brere- 
ton loſt his Life; and 260 Men, 
were either killed or wounded. 
Afterwards Col. Cote took Chilli- 
put, Timmery, and Arcot, with the 
Conqueſt of which important Place 
the Campaign in India was brought 
to a glorious Concluſion. 

I ſhall now trace out the princi- 
pal Events of the War on the 
Continent of Europe. In January, 
the French perfidiouſly took Poſſeſ- 
fion of the neutral Imperial City of 
Franckfort on the Mayne, which ſe- 
cured to them their Supplies of 
Proviſion from Metz, Spare, 
Worms, and Aljace, After many 
bloody Skirmiſhes, Prince Ferd;- 
nand attacked the French Inttench- 


-ments at the Village of Berger, be- 


tween F ranckfort and Hanau ; but 
was repulſed, with the Loſs of 


- 2000 Men, and hve Pieces of Can- 


non; and the Prince of Y/embeurg 
was flain, Upon this Misfortune, 
the Allied Army was obliged to re- 
treat before the French for ſome 
Time, who ſucceſſively advanced 
into tne Electorate of Harower, and 
the Landgraviate of Hee, to the 
great Conſternation of the Inhabi- 
tants. At laſt, on the 31ſt of 7. 
M. Contades, who commanded the 
French Army, had the Hardineſs to 


attack the Allies at Minden, but was 
. defeated, principally by the ama- 


zing and intrepid Efforts of a few 
Britiſh Regiments of Infantry, and 
the Fire of the Britiſb Artillery; 
and Cortades, having loſt a great 


Number of Men, 43 Cannon, and 


many Colours and Standards, was 
forced to croſs the Veſer, and burn 
paſſed 
over it. On the ſame Day, the He- 
reditary Prince defeated a French 
Corps, under the Duke of Bri/ac, 


at Coveld? ; and foon after, all the 


Baggage of the French, Generals, 


with Part of their military Cheſt 


and Chancery, were taken, in the /trian General. 


. | 
Neighbourhood of Dermeld. The 
Allies were alſo ſucceſsful in many 
Skirmiſhes; and the Hereditary 
Prince, amongſt other Exploits, 
ſurprized the Dake of Wirtemberg, 
at Fulda, and made four Battalions 
of his Troops Priſoners. 

The Pru/ar Troops, at the Be- 
ginning of the Campaign, were 
very, ſucceſsful, in Poland, Saxo- 
ny, Bohemia,  Silefia, and againſt 
the Army of the Empire ; but Ge- 
neral Wedte!, attacking the Rufian: 
at Zullichay, was repulſed with 
ak Loſs, and the Rufians made 
themſelves Maſters of Franckfor? 
upon the Oder; however, his Pru/- 
fran Majeſty, in Perſon, having 
joined Wdel with 10,000 Men, 
and Daun having fent Laudohn to 
reinforce the Ruffans with 12,000 
Cavalry, the Battle of Cunner/dorf 
was fought, on the 12th of Auguſt, 
with great Fury and” Obſtinacy on 
both Sides, and was, perhaps, the 


moſt bloody Action ſince the Com- 


mencement of the War. The 
Pruſſians left 20,000 Men dead on 
the Field, amongſt whom was Ge- 
neral Puthammer ; and moſt of the 
other Generals were wounded, 


The Ryans, who were the Con- 


querors, loſt 10,000 Men at leaſt ; 
but as they made no Uſe of their 
Victory, the great Frederick had 
Time to recruit his Army, and ſup- 
ply the Lofs of his Artillery, moſt 
of which he had left on the Field. 
After this, various Actions happen- 
ed, between the Praſſians, Auftri- 
ans, Troops of the Empire, &c. 
moſtly to the Advantage of the 
former; but General Finck was 
ſurrounded by Count Daun's Army, 


at Maxen, and after a pallant Re- 
ſiſtance, himſelf, with eight other 
General Officers, 19 Battalions, 35 


Squadrons, 64 Pieces of Cannon, 
fifty Pair of Colours, and 25 Stand- 
ards, fell into the Hands of the 
The Campaięr 

cloſed 
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Event 
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Mona 
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cloſed with ſome other unfortunate 
Events on the Side of the Pru//i- 
ans, notwithſtanding which, their 
Monarch remained in a reſpectable 
Situation, and en om diſtreſſed, 
appeared ſufficiently formidable. 

Thus having given the principal 
Military Tranſactions of the Year, 
I ſhall take notice that the Parlia- 
ment met in Nowember, and the Seſ- 
ſion was opened by Commiſſion. 
This Year, their Hritannick and 
Pruſſian Majeſties made a Declaration 
to the belligerant Powers, of their 
ſincere Deſire to contribute to bring 
about a Peace; but their Adverſa- 
ries were too much exaſperated to 
give ear to ſuch generous Propo- 
ials. Many very ſhocking Mur- 
ders were committed in London, &C., 
with. Circumſtances of the moſt 
horrid Cruelty. 

The French were ſo reduced in 
their Finances, that they ſtopped 
Payment of the Intereſt of their 
Funds; whilft the generous Bri- 
tons raiſed Subſcriptions to clothe 
upwards of 20,000 French Priſo- 
ners, who were quite abandoned to 
their unhappy Fortune, by their 
own Sovereign. On Auguft Io, the 
King of Spain died, and was ſuc- 
ceeded by Don Carlos King of Na- 
ples, his Half-brother, who left his 
third Son, Don Ferdinand, in Pol- 
ſeſſion of that Kingdom, and the 
Tao Sicilies, having declared his 
eldeſt Son an Ideot. 

Great Tumults happened this Vear 
in Ireland, occaſioned by a Report of 
a deſigned Union between Great- 
Britain and that Kingdom. 

The following remarkable Per- 
ſons deceaſed in the Year 1759, 
viz. Dr. Maddox, Biſhop of Vor- 
ceſter; Lieut. Gen, Sir William Pep- 
perel; and Mr. George Frederick 
Handel, the celebrated Muſician. 

The Parliament granted, for 
the Year 1760, 70,000 Seamen, in- 
cluding 18,355 Marines; and for 


paſſed into Laws. 


501 
the Land- ſervice, 57,294 Men; and 
provided for 57,7 50, foreign Au xili- 
er in Germany. The Sum total of 
the Grantswas 18,03, 863. 18. 93d. 
The Bill for D eden 
Drinking, by an additional Duty 
on ſpirituous Liquors; that to 
quicken the Execution of the Militia 
Laws ; that for improving, widen- 
ing Sc. of the Streets of London; 
that for better fupplying the Cities 
of London and Weftmmſter with Fiſh; 
that to enable George Keith, late 
Earl Marſhal, to ſue, or maintain 
any Action of Suit, Cc. &c. were 
On the 22d of 
May, the Sefhon was cloſed with 
a Speech from the Lord Keeper, 
one of the Commiſſioners for that 
Purpoſe. 

The Affair of Lord George Sack- 
ville occaſioned much Altercation 
in the Summer of this Year, (as it 
had done ever ſince the Battle of 
Minden) when his Lordſhip was 
tried by a Court-Martial, for ha- 
ving diſobeyed the Orders of Prince 
Ferdinand in relation to that Bat- 
tle. 'The Charge being, in the 
Opinion of the Court, proved upon 
his Lordſhip, they 4 him 
unfit to ſerve his Majeſty in any 
Military Capacity whatever. How- 
ever, in the Opinion of man 
thinking People, his Lordſhip's 
Caſe was a very hard one. A De- 
linquent for another Crime, of high 
Rank, was tried by his Peers, and 
executed at T yburn, Viz. Laurence, 
Earl Ferrers, for the Murder of his 
Steward, Mr. Johnſzon, by delibe- 
rately ſhooting him, in his Lord- 
ſhip's own Houle. 

The Enemy, this Year, made a 
great Number of Z:g/:4 Captures 
with their ſmall Privateers, tho? 
they had not one Ship of the Line 
at Sea; and the Zng/;þ Cruizers 
and Privateers brought in confi- 
derable Numbers of the Enemy's 3 
for indeed their Trade was reduced 


to 


| 
to the loweſt Ebb. M. Thwurot, the 
Adventurer we made mention of 
laſt Vear, after alarming the Coaſts 
of England and Scotland, arrived on 
the Coal of Ireland, in Jenuary ; 
by which that Kingdom was put 
into great Conſternation. On Fe- 
bruary 21, he made a Deſcent at 
ee Hf with 600 Men, and 
notwithſtanding the ſpirited De- 
fence of Col. Jennings with four 
raw, undiſciplined Companies, got 
poſſeſſion of the Town and Caſtle; 
— the Country crowding in, from 
all Parts, to Belfaſs, to oppoſe the 
Invaders, Thurs: embariced with 
Precipitation. | Near the Iſle of 
Man, Capt. Elliot, of the Bolus, 
Capt. Logie, of the Pallas, and 
Capt. Clements, of the Brilliant, 
came up with him, on Feb. 28, and 
after a ſmart Engagement, in which 
Thurot loſt his Life valiantly, took 
his little Squadron, wiz. the Belleiſle 
of 44 Guns and 545 Men, La 
Blond of 32 Guns and 400 Men, 
and the Terpfichore'of 26 Guns and 
300 Men, with the Loſs only of 
about 40 Men, killed and wound- 
ed; whereas the French had 300 
killed or diſabled. 

In the Beginning of April, the 
Flamborough, Capt. Kenneay, and 
de Biddeford, Capt. Skinner, two 
Frigates, in their Cruize from Li/- 
Bon, fell in with, and maintained a 
ſevere Engagement with, two large 
French Frigates, and made them 
Peer off. Capt. Si/:z and his 


Lieutenant were killed in the Fight. 


= The Ramillies, a fine Second-rate, 
as, ſometime before, wrecked on 
4 the Bolt-head near Plymouth, in 
* her Return with Adm. Boſcuaven, 
from Puiberon-Bay; and all her Offi- 
cers and Men, except a Midſhip- 
man and 25 Marines, amountins 
oo, periſhed. With this Mif- 
© fortune we muſt conclude the Na- 
val Tranſactions of this Year, which 


* . 0 
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were much fewer, and of leſs Eclat, 
than thoſe of the laſt, 

In North- America, the Cherohee 
Indians, at the Back of Virginia 
and Carolina, inſtigated thereto 
by the French Emiſſaries from Lou- 
i/fana, broke the Peace with the 
Engliſh, and plundered, maſſacred, 
and ſealped many Pritzfh Subjects. 
Hereupon, Mr. Lyttelton, Gover- 
nor of South-Carolina, raiſed a Bo- 
dy of Forces, and marcheq into 
their Country with ſuch Spirit 
and Retolution, that they were in- 
timidated, ſued for Peace; and it 
was thereupon eſtabliſhed by a new 
Treaty, in which Satisfaction for 
Damages, and Puniſumentof Delin- 
quents, was ſtipulated. But no 
ſooner was the Governor returned, 
than the perſidious Wretches at- 
tempted to ſurprize Fort Prince 
George, and butchered all the Eng- 
lib Praders in their Country. Af- 
terwards, they maſſacred forty of 
the defenceleſs Inhabitants of the 
Back Settlements. Hereupon, Col. 
Montgomery was detached by Gen. 
Amber, with 1200 Men, to cha- 
ſtiſe the Cherokees, who, in the 
Month of June, marched into their 
Country, and deſtroyed every Vil- 
lage and Houſe in the Lower-Nati- 
on, put a great Number to death, 
and brought off forty Women and 
Children, Priſoners, to Fort George. 
Afterwards he made an Irruption 
into the Middle Settlements of theſe 
Tadians, waſting every Thing with 
Fire and Sword. The Savages, in 
Revenge, attacked Fort Loudoun, 
and, after granting a Capitulation, 
maſſacred greateſt Part of the Ga- 
rifon upon their March to Caro- 
lina, ho. 

The French, to the Number of 
12, 00 Men, under M. De Lewis, 
from Montreal, &c. came before 
Quebec, and having repulſed the 
Governor, General Murray, on 
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April 28, who went out to give 
them Battle, (after a warm Engage- 
ment, in which the Eng/iþ loſt 
1000 Men, killed or wounded, and 
the Enemy twice that Number,) 
laid Siege to the City ; but Lord 
Colwill, with the Fleet from Hali- 


fax, and Commodore Swanton, 
from England, arriving in the Ri- 


ver S:. Laurence, at that JunQure, 
and deftroying and taking the French 
Veſfels which attended their Army, 
they raiſed the Siege, leaving their 
Artillery, Proviſions, &c, to Gen. 
Murray, and retired to ZaquesCartier. 
In July, Gen. Amber/? ſailed 
down the Sr. Laurence, with an Ar 
my of 10,000 Men, and a Body or 
Indians unger the Management of 
Sir William Jobnſon, and took 1/ſe- 
Royal, one of the moſt important 
Poſts on that River.; and after a 
dangerous Navigation, on Sept. 6, 
landed his Troops on the Ifland 
of Montreal; and the City was ſur- 
rendered to him, with all Canada, 
by the Marquis De Yauareuil, the 
late Governor-General, on the 8th 
of that Month; General Murray, 
from 2uebeck, and Col. Hawiland, 
with a Body of Troops, having alſo 
juſt landed on the Iſland. And 
thus was the Conqueſt of this 
fine Country compleated,, to 
the great Honour of the Britiſh 
Arms, and the Advantage of the 
Nation. About the ſame Time, 
a Frigate, two Store-Ships, and 19 
{maller Veſſels, were deſtroyed by 
Capt. Byron, in the Bay of Chaleur, 
and the Town of CHaleur burnt. 
On the Continent of Europe, this 
Year, no very deciſtive Battle was 
fought; but many very bloody Skir- 
miſhes happened in all Parts where 
the War was ſpread 3 the chief of 
which were, that of Corbach, in July, 
in which the French repulſed the He- 
reditary Prince of Brunſwick, who 
ſuſtained a conſiderable Lofs; but on 


the 16th of the ſame Month he fully 
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revenged himſelf at Exdorf. Again 
he was victorious, onthe 31ſt, at Cer- 
beke, where the French ſuffered ſe- 


verely, On the 5th of September, he | 


ſurprized the Town of Zierenberg, 
and made the Gariſon Priſoners of 
War; and afterwards being on an 
EXECAFon towards the Rhine, he 
was roughly handled by the French 
at Campen, on Of. 15, loling a 
great Number of Men. The 
Pruſſian General, Fouquet, on the 


23d of July, was deteated near 


Land/but by the Auſtrian General, 
Laudehn, wounded himſelf, and 
taken Priſoner ; after which, the 
Auſtrians took Glatz ; but this was 
thoroughly retaliated, by his Maſter, 
the King of Pru//ia, on the 15th 
of Auguſt, when he defeated Lan- 
dohn at Lignitz, who loſt 10,000 
Men killed and wounded. On the 
on of OXober, Berlin was entered 

y the Auftrians and Ruffrans, who 
impoſed a heavy Contribution upon 
that Capital. On New. 3, | his. 
Pruſſian Majeſty defeated Count 
Daun, in the bloody and obſtinate 
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Battle of Torgau. Colberg was b&- 6 


* by the Ryans, without Ef, 
fe 


Majeſty. 

Advice was received from Tripe- 
li 1n Syria, that the whole Country 
had been almoſt deſtroyed by 
Earthquakes, in which many 
thouſand Lives were loſt. 

On Jan. 1, a Comet appeared, 
which engaged the Attention. of 
the Aſtronomenrs. On March 14, 
a Publick Faſt was 
throughout the Kingdom. 

His Serene Highneſs, William 
Landgrave of He/e-Cafjel, deceaſed 
this 'Year, and was tycceeded by 
Prince Frederic, Son-in-law of his 
Britanniet Majeſty, 


* On O. 25, between ſeven and 


, as was Dre/den by his Pruſſian - 


obſerved 


eight” O'Clock in the Morning, 


his moſt Sacred Majeſty, 8 | 
George the IId, departed this Ig 8 
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inguiſked with moſt glori- 
ous Events, and the moſt ſalutary 


> . Unanimity and Harmony amongſt 
huis Subjects, who ſincerely lamented 
their Loss. 
was ſudden, (without any 


His Majeſty's Death 
rece- 
ding IIIneſs,) from a Rupture in the 


Subſtance of the RightVentricle of 


the Heart. Immediately after his 
Demiſe, his Royal Grandſon, George 


Prince of Wales,” our preſent moſt 


gracious Sovereign, King George III. 
Was acknowledged and proclaimed 
King of Great Britain, &c. with 


b EH - 
at his Palace at Ken/inpton, in the 77 th 
Fear of his Age, and the 34th of 
= his Reign, the Cloſe of which had 
been dit 


1 


the uſual Ceremonies, and made 1 
moſt gracious Declaration to his 
Privy Council. On Nov. 11, his 


late Majeſty's Remains were inter- 


red, in the Royal Vault in Henry 
the VIIch's Chapel, in WeAminſ/ter- 
Abbey, with great and ſolemn Mag- 
nificence. + 
I "ſhall juſt obſerve, before I. 


conclude, that on Sepr. 8, 1761, 


his preſent Majeſty was married to 
her Serene Highneſs, Princeſs Char- 
latte of Mecklenburgh-Sirelitz, and 
that, on the 22d of the ſame Month, 
his Majeſty, and his Royal Con- 
ſort, were crowned in W:/tmin}ter- 
Abbey. 


